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THI DAR 20001 A MINORITY REPORT 

by 

Robert Tra.Yer 

Since 1999_,,vu ~t three yean old vba I vu bom, aiaple 
~ HV&a,U,/ 

__.., ■ t1ea/\Wlke it=wilikel7 that I aha.11 ~ 

to -· .. x~""""'""c of t:rilia"ti!D and. .... ,,.,lllrln& ~#fJ)(Uv ~ I'\ 

that ao A will be upo u by t'- year 3000. That 

will be tiae vitb •J it will •aft• the avkwardau• ot alittiaa 

-ay throat. 

God knowa that tbiap are bad en.ouch already. Already we 

breathe chtlllicw, dr1ak chaicala, wallov in c:b9Dicala. Already 

more and more of ua inhabit-I can •t quite briDg ayaelt to aa:, 

lift ill-dirtr, aoia7, apravJ.in&, avanu.na aaa-hi•~ wbimicall7 
~It~ 

called et.•t•~vbeN it taku loapr to 1•t to work than to Paria. 

Already we lift in an era of incNuiD&l7 canmd and a711tbetic 

tood, clotbiaa, entertaiment, ... ic, boob, sCC m1caticm, 

lau&hter, eYen .-otion and thought itaelt. 

Already we lin in a anarlina auapicioua world that baa 

rarel7 been at peace in the wrr of wt of ita iababit--mta. 

Alre&dy we lift in an uploaift ciri.liaation of mountiaa cr1lle, 

tlolence, intolerance and terror. Alread7 we lift in a time when 

people are rapidly bein& reduced to tacelu• Dllllben to be coded, 

carded, computerised, proceaaed and, pruentl.J no doubt, bored, • 

punched and drilled. Already the iadi'ri.dual mania ~~ 
recluced to aero • 

. Al.re~ we lift in an era in whic:h two of our oldut ~ ~ 
.M#~ 

ciYiliaatioaa, China and lranee, continue cyaicall:, to apum the 
/t 

ettorta ot the rut of a terrified heea1 tr to lillit the apreed 

of the world'• moat dreadtul weapom and to 1top the further 

poiaonin& ot the al.read:, critic&l.17 irracliated air we breathe. 



i~t ' • 
) ~ 1 rJ AlrudT our earth ia ao temD& and Cl'Olfded that a sober -.,I 

. ~-~ paychologiat and biologiat, Rene' Dllboa, baa NW~ ~ 

~ ~ J of our 11-J """'els, l:D tol~t~l'IICT, illdllpond,mce, initiatln 

~ ~ l l and ope •~, ••• are , not,1l~u _bu~ ••• nal bi~~P.oal; MCf811tiu~". 
' llLt,,,~ tv-'Ji, .. .,#,..,'..)'., -ht#,~)~ 

Alread7 the corroaiv• peed_ .. ,..... ...... _.. luat tor aclYantaae 

~·M and pin or our tmoo ••• ,._fr-.::!:t«, and twDAd 18 

~ ~ ~ .Allorican u Jldlrord DorNll Stoue ~-t to dill-

~ lwlaelf recentl7 ot the to~~• !'!"!''!.?'!..•l~• "BnJ7thin& 

, ~ ~ betn.i,11 ua u a - of catobj>onl\J' ..._terialiata -tad to a l' ~ blatant ICNOcbiac -,,ciaJ.iaa. u ,., .. look arollllli ,..., and 

<Sl:::,_ ~ ~~ :,o,a pw .a -• it uku ,.... vant to -1t 111icide." 

ilnad.7 our proapeota are 10 &litterin& and roar that 

OranYil.le H1oka oan vriatlt£,.~~ a.nw that "the 
/t 

cctral tact ot our u.. 1a that the maan tu~ a,q be verr 

abort." 

.u.-lT duriDc -· -ti - -ii.,'::) bria& -olf to ~ 
•••-,late that 1'11 bndta1 future ancffook at •7 little 

crandchildnD I could ""P• al~ -- kf Af.t'/.J J~ f' p,,, -tfn,. /~ 

In the unlikel7 ffent that b7 the .,.ar 2000 MD will not 

.,.t ban blown thaaelYu to oblivion or procreated tbauelv•• 

there, I neYvt:Mleaa reaarct the proapeota tor •1aldnd vi.th 

notbiD& 1hl>rt of •~-•t beoclle11 - --

(and the proapecta A %6 r • 1 I a • It that tbe7 vill 

continue) br tar the p-eatut horror of all, troa vhich all luaer 

borrora vill tl.ow, ii that br the .,. ... 2000 there v1ll be-l•tf' tl1Y 

tace it;.....,eiapl1 too pddaa MDT people. 

I, tor one, ahudcler at the proapect of aiatiq in a vorld 

vbere enry •q~ur plaaet vill be cra1111D& ua4 uv&r11 vith 

a bopelua p11fi•,1.aialu11;' •Illini and P"OPinl and tbieriD& and 

2 



I ,. 

bickerin& and fomicatia& like roving baDda of chaturin& aoukeya'J 
. ) 

aaidat a landacape u r&Tl&ff and plucked and torlom u that ot 

the moonJ where t1Je to}"~ • ~ will baTe becaae one YUt 
~-~ .d~ 

c11■bf••tiea • ~ 1&rba&•~uakyard and cuapoolJ where the 

lut o/iD& YUtipa of ••renitT and. aolitude, priftC7 and 

di.pi~ and ropoao -and contemplation will torenr haft fiownJ 

vbere, tinal.17, the vonder of the loM unique indbidual 

' bllt a ba)intin& noai.l&ic --,~. .D .i.JL~ · 
!11"""".,w ~,r .14-Pa/~~~~~~,-J.'~r....~~~,-;-
l An 1k I vat no part ol it. ;1 

A 

t/r.Vt.,t/ 
(P. s. to Editor, Well, you ukecl tor it, and ,u., it ia. 

/\ 
Othend.ae "HappJ Bob" Tranr f Mla daaq and ia looldn& fon,ard 

•aa•rly' to that amuaal lliracle I the creat unlodd.D& of apriac 

ud aaotber--, trout aeuoa.) 

.] 



..-

L Already during those aoaents whe~j bring ~yself to 

•hll ; J ta that :£H■.,eaq future and look at my httle 
/J /,.~-~-" ~~ Jtu~,-,'P'?I,' ~ ,--t4u~ 

grandchildren I could weep. VM'~ - - ' 

Q the ~~~~event that by the year 2000 men will not 

yet ha:blo..::rtWIIVls to oblivion or procreated themselves 

~e~ three years old when I was bom, sbq,le 

-•••*itNloo iJ:. $-•likel:y that I shall be ~ 
to greet t~~r::;;J;¾/ ;J,.;i~n. and gF •/\living 

that so manyApPS r&li;t will be upon us by th~ar 2000. That 

will be fine with me; it will •ave me the awkwardness of slitting 

my throat. 

l God kn~w• that things are bad enough already. Already we 

breathe chemicals, drink chmicals, wallow in chmicals. Already 

more and more of us inhabit-I can •t quite bring myself to say 

live in-~~~ing, swanning man-hive~ whimsically 

called ei•i•a/\where it takes longer to get to work than to Paris. 

Already we live in an era of increasingly canned and synthetic 

food, clothing, entertainment, music, books, comunication, 

laughter, even emotion and thought itself. 

~ ready we live in a snarling suspicious world that baa -rarely been at peace in the memory of most of its inhabitants. 

Already we live in an explosive civilization of mounting crime, 

violence, intolerance and terror. Already we live in a time when 

people are rapidly being reduced to faceless numbers to be coded, 

carded, computerized, processed and, presently no doubt, bored, 

PY 



punched and drilled. 

reduced to zero. 

Already the individual man is beiDg swiftly 
/\ 

~•ady we live in an era in which two of our oldest....,,/~ 

civilizations, China and France, continue cynically to spum the 
ft 

efforts of the rest of a terrified humanity to limit the spread 

of the world'• most dreadful weapons and to stop the further 

poisoning of the already critically irradiated air we breathe. 

f Already our earth io 10 teeaing and crowded that •.,~o~ 

';~~holo~ist and biologist, Ren(~bos, has ~f future 

survival depends ~yon avoiding famine but on the quality 

of our lives/'"'l••hr•'t,, ~-, indopeodenco, initiative 

and open space ••• are;J:tnot luxurie.s but ••• real biological nyessities." , 
fA;tl' ~ 4~- ►1tW -,r- .AAU 'd,ettc•c.-.e._,· 

{ 

..u. - :,;/ ''y._/. _,;} • ~"" ~ 14 ~ & 

Already the corrosive gree~r4 ,ge~;lst for advan age -tJ d 

and gain of our tiaes o• •n•-r-•flti~ taJ.ented an ~ 
American aa Edward Durrell Stone ~=-tect to deliver 

himself recently of the following bleak pPeneH:e .. ai: "Enrything ~- - - - - - - -- - -
betrays us as a bunch of catchpenny materialists devoted to a 

blatant screeching cmaercialisll. If you look around you, and 

you give a daan, it aakes you want to COIIIIU.t suicide." 

Already we live in so sensible and well - ordered a world that half 
zzb 

the people 1n it are starvi ng hecause they rave to while the other 

half starve s ~ec e use 1t i; fashionab le. 

( Already our prosp;c~are so glittering and rosy that 

Granville Hicks can write in ~a~ Review that "the 
A 

central fact of our time is that the human future may be very 

short." 



L Al.ready during those aoaents vhe~j bring myself to 

nJ 1J!!!j,nte that fa.•~• i!i:11g future an~ look at my little 

_.. ◄---- /JIA ✓-~- / J, JtH~,Mf~ ~,~~ 
.-__.,.~ ""'. grandchildren I could weep. ~~ --~ AU?, tr /T'' • 

f" .,. ' I ' • , / l ) Q 
~_;he ~ .!~-event that by the year 2000 men will not 

, yet have blo._: ihemffflils to oblivion or procreated themselves 

r 

there, I nevertheless regard the prospects for mankind with 

nothing short of horr~ f, present heedless trends continue 

(and the prospects arj\esig;{'i.f- est ineui.,Mib that they will 

continue) by far the greatest horror of all, from which all lesser 

horrors will flow, is that by the year 2000 there will be-let"f, U4J,/ 

face it--simply too goddam many people. 

~ one, shudder at the prospect of existing in a world 

where every s~ our planet will be crawling and aswann with 

a hopeless peept~aimlessly milling and groping and thieving and / 

. ,.,.,,.~ 

.., ... --------­-~-· 

.. ....,---··----------

/ 
/ 

_..,_./ ... 

bickering and fornicating)like roving bands of chattering monkeys 

amidst a landscape as ravaged and plucked and forlorn as that of ) 

the moon; where the tortured earth will have become one vast 

~.,V'..,,f\ - !:'i~ --~) • 
trU•&Jil\ garbage ""1 junkyard and cesspool; where the 

last lif!gering vestiges of serenity and solitude, privacy and 

dignity and repose and contempla~ion will forever have flown; 

whe-,,,e , fir.ally th -
, , e wonder of toe lone • unique 

but haunting nostalgic 

ks is what I see 

~ 
I ~ dead sure: ..-U, I am 

it. 

men,ory. 

-....... 
ahe ~Cllt I h I (!;I,) ope am wrong, 

only half rif,ht I still war,t 

bnt~ thing 

1 0 nart of 

.t.ditor : Well, you as!.ced for it ' and there it is . 

Otherwise "Ha r,y Bob" Taver f6els rla .'.ldy a id is 1 oc king forward 

eagerly to that a~nual miracle: the great unlockine of spring 

and another new troLit ) season . 



--
THE S-@I YEAR 2000: A MINORITY REPORT 

-~ 4tt,~ 
SincA 1900 was but three years old when I was born, 

simple mathematics make it mercifully unlikely that I 

shall be around to greet that great sunburst of ,'z,, , 
. u· . d . 1· ~--/bat.::_~~. o/' civ ization an gracious l.V.Llll,f,e,JIHl,,---rr., op1ijr1s•s 

~ 
U1J--Ms~pon us ::t:/J;ar 2000. That will 

b f • • h ~~ h . .1-. dn f e me wit me; it wi save me t e aw"'war ess o 
/\ 

slitting my throat. 



God knows that things mf u,■hw are bad enough 

already. Already we breathe chemicals, drink chemicals 
) 

-» wallow in chemicals. Already more and more of us 

~~ti 
inhabit-I can't qu~te/\say live ~rty:f noisy, 

w.lwwwa~lfr ~ cwi,) 
sprawling, swarming man-hives where it takes longer 

to get to work than to Paris. Already we live in an 

{It, era of increasingly canned and syathetic food, 

clothing, entertainment, music, books, communication, 

laughter, even emotion and thought itself.{j,/_Already 
.. • ✓ 

~,+e,V -

we :i:ttha"brt a snarling suspicious world that has rarely 
A 

a.~ac• ~ ~ m-~ of most of its inhabitants. 

(/4..i ready = ~ ~ ion of mountinil 

~~, 

~) 

crime, violence)aad e~;ce,r intolerance~ Already we 

~~ 
~ a time when people are rapidly being reduced to 

faceless numbers to be coded, carded, indexed, processed 
i\ 

and
1

presently no doub).bored, punched and drilled. Already 

~~~ ~~ 
•die •· uibua ■t tha individual man is being swiftly reduced ~,, 

~ 11 . 
~ 

to eipber 4 t4'. · ,,L - • - t-~~ A_ ;➔~6AkD~d'3L~.JtlV'; ,., ~-

2 



Already we live in an 
. Hty 

civili•atiooa, China and France, contllluer- the 

oldest 

efforts of the rest of a terrified humanity to limit the 

spread of the world's most dreadful weapon~ 

~ o sto~soning of the already 

critically irradiated air we Already our earth 

is so teeming and crowdedAthat a sober psychologist 

,, 
and biologist, Rene Dubos,has future survival 

depends not merely on avoiding famine but on the quality 

~ ch~ 
of our liv 'A'a.l • that "privacy, independence, 

I\ 

initiative and open space ••• are not luxuries but ••• real 

biological necessities." 

2 A 



times can force so sensitive and talented ~ American 

as Edward Durrell Stone the architect to deliver himself 

recently of the following bleak pronouncement: "Everything 

betrays 11a us as a bunch of catchpenny materialists devoted 

to a blatant screeching conmercialism. If you look around 



In the unlikely event that by the year 2000 men will 

not yet have blown themselves to oblivion or procreated 

themselves there, I nevertheless regard the prospects 

for mankind ,~with nothing short of horror. 

If present heedless trends continue (and the prospects 

are bright if not inevitable that they will continue) 

t>foJ/JJ 
by far the greatest horror" from which all ,f/: lesser 

I 

horrors will flow, is that by the year 2000 there will be-

let's face it--simply too goddam many people. 

4 



I., for one., shudder at the prospect of existing ~, .. / 
in a worl d where every square foot of ou.rJ\~•iAMd 

and contemplation will forever have flown; where., finally., 

~ 
the mH'?aJ.,,. of the lone unique individual will be but 

"~ 
a~ haunting memory. I for one want no part of it. fiJst' 

•" I ~ 7' • r:/J'!' . 
-,, rff;a, ~~I,,, ,fi/!#IL Jf.,i,._J .-. 

{:.s. A Otherwise ''Happy Bob" Traver feels dand! and 

~~~~~ 
is looking forward eagerly to/\-the great unlocking of 

~r'1nlwv ~- ) 
spring andJ\~•Hrs pibopee• el aw trout season. 

5 
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~-~"1#'~t~ 
' 

nt that by the year 2000 men will 

f 
not yet have blown r./,IJ.,~~procreated 

thaoselves there, ~•! ;~ DWlkind ~ 
• t~~~IVAUWJ/~ -

year 2000 with nothing short of horror.A far thti greatest ~ 

horror, from which all the lesser horrors will flow, is ~ 
4 th ~ t:~ ~ _ \ 

that there wilt-let's face it-a simply too goddam~m~n: c~ 

/l i JJ'bflv~)~Pi'fk~~ - J&vd-~ 

people1 [\every square foot of our tortured planet will b W~ t 
0.. lu{µJtw ,o-,.,t aimlessly~_ 

crawling and aswarm withApeople milling and groping/amidst ' :t~ 
a landscape as ravaged and plz monoto,:: ~ ~ '>rt 
of the moon; sit EolloH thaiL'" earth will.le ene vast"' _J:t \': 

- combination of garbage ;an, junk1ard and cesspool; ~ l· t 
.ai,.,1,_ , (),u{, solitude, 1;':<~~:n will furowr have n--C;' r. ~-~-----, {\ ~-- --~ UA~· 

~;;;t,~~ watGsr.t 'l'k~~ ~ 
ia a world wheaPe /I :/onefiiill.vi~al;I ha,, 1,eea •q.rc •A~ ~t 

rt3J;P j~AU~"'(~ \ 
4 \\/J, .... , 

1,t~&1;, ~ ~ 

Pereoaelly I - ne pax t or 1:-:~r,ise ~ fe~ ' 

i,W 1if.v --'~J· 
and llll,1looking forward eagerly to ~g and the r,a z• 

r f• ,..., 

~ ~l'tlf~/~w ~ , A season. A 
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