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LAKE SUPERIOR - . IS .. J;'~,; f IQC. OR . BEING. SLANDERED? 

ayJ ), ' 
Robert rraver 

~ 
"The world's 

~~wk• 

nd," -a :,ee•tc old fishing pal . 

£Jd(\ u;el,d·#11' 
mo ~;;;- d■r -~ along \/ 

a remote stretch o re~. Hal was referring, as he ~ 

fishing the lovely 
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Halgawaea~ 

~ 
motioning me to join him on a hand · rock. ''Let me tell you just a.,, ~ 

• tr\J, 

/i4ff o~that have been happening n world'• 

t,iggn-& beaver pond. n 

~ 

1 



earful, ~ , first 

., , ... ; ,y ✓ 

about the 6f1QQQ tons of taconite tailings-a sort of pulverised 

" /1 
sandy waste 1118.de fram the separation of iron ore fnm ita boat 

rock ~ 
, ,mck-that are daily being .ti1911ged into Lake Superior by the 

.JJ 11 A--'R-J+ 
Reserve Mining ~;-few miles north of Duluth. "it,expia¼aed 

ttwrjiwertui O". S. Stei l eaq:sn, _.. •• prWi:pai ....,..ir, ~ 

• ~ 

Res@! ;u l!li!lil'I ..,._A that tbia massive poll~ was, )"'thing ~ 

but ~ been going on for ~,wi..i.a-lKl-sign of abatement. 

C< 
''In fact," he went on, ~ a.umd. conservationists are predicting 

au£~ 
that if it isn't stopped soon Lake Superior vill join Lake Erie aa 

}~ ) 

another doomed inland sea." 

"Well, what do you kw?" I said, shaking m.y bead. ''Where'd 

you get all the dope?" 

"Out of the sane newspaper you take-only I occasionally read 

more than the weather report for tomorrow's fishing." 

~ 4" ~PaJ•"it,,. 
''If :Um aet too pooped I HR t I II work the croHWord," 
~ ---- -~ ~ ___ ..,,,, A 

I said, fighting back. "Tell me more." 



Oli;bJ,/{~ ~ . 
Hal told me bow the Reserve !lining Canp":i, was presently onga&ed ~ 

~ k 
in litigation with Minnesota's pollution control officials, chal-

--fl<J 
lenging ~ state's anti-pollution regulations as "unreasonably 

f ~,f, 
restrictive" and further claiming that the tailings it admittedly 

oM/ · A,~ 
daily discharges into the lake/( ~ and stationary, only slightly 

discoloring the water but posing no real threat to marine life or to 

. //u~./4,, ~ ~,#-~,,-= ._,,~.J~ --,,JlllillY 
pub!,-ic health. . __ ,, ' /~i/ / 11 

~ ~--hul-4-1!'~ ~~-
1}/~~A,$/ • 

"Maybe -~.,..,.~.,: right," I suggested. "After all, Hal, there's no 

t1 ~atf 
federal law/t.~ big corporations invariably~wrong." 

"Except that the pollutioJ!!!;ily goes on, 11 Hal continued g1ewi JJ:ir-' 

~ 
annually-I (/;t said tons/\ txu::me, "at the rate of millio~ 

;t 
not pounds-and despite 

conservation people) who 

the mounting al,;:;:zconsin and Mi~ 

claim that the }finnesota pollution is spr~ading 

" A 
and already harmfully affecting their areas of the lake." 

"But why doesn't somebody stop it?" I said. "The state or the 

govermnent or somebody?" 

"That's one of the big problems," Hal went on aadly. ''Nobody really 

seems to know who has the authority to question the thing or put a 

,\ 
stop to it. ""' a l:cag ·- es F&dlfti aa w t mcy- Am -
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