
(Here I plan to show that the Army Engineers offer little 

hope, and that indeed its presiding General Clarke had the 

tesnerity recently to get up and address a group of conser-

vationiata at Duluth, concluding that as hia Corps triea to 

weigh the "ecoDOlllic aspects of the Reserve Mining~ 

operation a&a1o•t the deleterious effects that are alleged 

with respect to the lake, I don't think we are going to come 

out with a pennit that forces Reserve to shut down.") 



(Here I plan to revert to Hal on the lake shore at the end 

of slmlller, and conclude faat with some 'fffY Coa11enta about 

"effiuents"-''Effiuent, pal, is a refined vord for refined 

crap," etc - and some assorted funn7-sad quotes I• 

assembling.) 
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sheerest chance, might also have been stockholders in and even policy 

makers of some of our country's most distinguished polluters. And 

again by the sheerest coincidence Mr. Morton is being appointed to 

head the very same Department of Interior that one faintly recalls 

Mr. Mitchell said (in those famous/ guidelines, remember?) should be 

left to take care of our worst polluters. 

Mr. Morton's appointment, I have since learned, is being opposed 

by the League of Conservation Clubs, which rates him in the lower 

tenth in the House on conservation issues, and also by the Sierra 

Club which, ironically enough, on the very day it concluded its 

impressive indictment of ~1r. Morton's anti-conservation record, 

experienced the double rebuff of watching the cormnittee before which 

it had just testified favorably report out his nomination for full 

Senate actionJ (Latter tidbit heard over national television on 

January 27, 1971. ;'"flo~~~¥P/:~~~-
"1,{t,, ~~ '1k ~ ~~ ~/~~'"' 

Item: Out of the blue the week before Thanksgiving Wisconsin 

Congressman Henry Reuss, long well known for his anti-pollution 

effort, announced from Washington that the Anny Corps of Engineers 

had just started new federal prosecutions under the old 1899 refuse 

-40-
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statute mentioned earlier against 50 defendants who wer allegedly 

dumping mercury into various rivers and lakes, this, one gathered, 

without the blessing of Mr. }1itchell. 

My small glow of encouragement was quickly dimmed when I 

read further that the Corps biggest gripe seemed to be that the 

alleged pollution was being done without a permit, making me wonder 

just when mercury had become less lethal when dumped under the 

--41-
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LAKE SUPERIOR - IS IT SICK OR BEING SLANDERED? 

By 

Robert Traver 

Mi/ 
";~e- -~:;.~~ :s biggest beaver pond," ,ii poe:nfi old fishing pal 

once~!i. Lake Superior to me 

~ ;;tv 
a remote stretch of rocky shoreline. Hal was referring, as he 

,/~~ 

glowingl}I ~~-/o the purity and spring-like 

coldness of its water aniJ.I the .....,,ee •~• niarvelous-" 

~ fishing the lovely lake had so long pPe,idea us . 

A 

-1-



111 agree, Hal," I fRts aa,. recall saying at the time. "And it's 

~ 
so far away from big cities andA e1 :is of people it should stay that 

way fal,, a long p;k time." 

-1 A-



This was back maybe ten u a years ago and ~~ve 

tg~atbar fished the wiiwlake and its feeder streams/\many times, 

This summer we again met to fish, this time at the 

~ ~ - •ff- . 

mouth;;;,/ our~/;vot,;;;;~ and the;ralie. The ~ 

vg.:j sJr;,a was f'ca.bnf\ the gulls lazily wheeling and soaring, and 

occasionally a big rising fish would simultaneously break the 

surface 
~ 

and ~ our pulse Path ---

~ ' 

1-B 



"You know something, pal" Hal said, gazing up along the rugged 

rocky shore, "l've¢ ed up a new name for 0¢* 4'w~1,l 

"What's that, Hal?" I casually inquire) busily rigging up. 

"The world's biggest outhouse," Hal replied, do.lefully shaking 

his head. 

"How come ?n I said. 'What's happened to the world's biggest 

beaver pond?" 

"I'm afraid it's dying," he answered. "Just another victim 

of our national lust fo j big production, big payrolls, big profits 
~ ~~ 

and ~ r:;;:;;:;;~1,v , ~ 
"Though you forgo} big boobies your alliteration i 5Apretty," 

I said. "But please explain what you're driving at." 

"Pollution," Hal went on, wagging his head. "Pretty soon I 

. 
guess we can say about Lake Superior what's so long been

1 

~ai_d~~vt# 
;J;; 4()rf""'" I 

about Lake Erie: people unlucky enough to fall ~ theflace don't 

so much drown as rot." 

''Maybe if it gets bad enough they could walk ashore, 11 I suggested 

helpfu.lly. "But meanwhile suppose you c.limb down off your soap box 

long enough to tell me 

I stared out across its 

purty as ever to me." 

precisely what's 

lovely ~ ter 

~ 

2 

happening to our old lake." 

and heave. "Still looks 



"' 
~) 

Hal gave me a withering look. "Sit down,..,,.. he conmanded, 

/\ 
motioning me to join him on a handy rock. ' 'Let me tell you just 

~ of the things that have been happening t $ onner world's 

biggest beaver pond. 11 

3 



So Hal told _me, giving me an alarming earful, in fact, first 

about the 67,000 tons of taconite tailings--a sort of pulverized 

sandy waste made from the separation of iron ore from its host 

rock 
~-that are daily being disgorged into Lake Superio~ 

Reserve Mining Company a few miles north of Duluth. He Q zj 

I\ 

~ that this massive pollution was nothing new 

but had been going on for over 15 years with no sign of abatement. 

"In fact," he went on, ''many alanned conservationists are predicting aJ~ , 
that if it isn't stoppe1 soon Lake Superior will join Lake Erie as 

1' ) 

another doomed inland sea." 

''Well, what do you know?" I said, shaking my head. ''Where'd 

you get all the dope?" 

"Out of the same newspaper you take--only I occasionally read 

more than the weather report for tomorrow's fishing. 11 

"If I'm not too pooped I sometimes also work the crossword," 

I said, fighting back. "Tell me more." 

4 



Hal told me how the Reserve Mining Company was presently engaged 

in litigation with Minnesota's pollution control officials, chal-

lenging the state's anti-pollution regulations as "unreasonably 

restrictive" and further claiming that the tailings it admittedly 

daily discharges into the lake is inert and stationary, only slightly 

discoloring the water but posing no real threat to marine life or to 

public health. 

' 'Maybe they're right, " I suggested. "After all, Hai, there's no 

~ 
fecl.eral law deelH", big corporations invariably~ wrong. " 

''Except that the pollution merrily goes on, " Hal continued gloomily, 

"at the rate of 24 million tons annually-I ~ said~, comrade, 

not pounds--and despite the mounting alann of Wisconsin and Michigan 

conservation people who claim that the Minnesota pollution is spreading 

and already hannfully affecting their areas of the lake. " 

"But why doesn't somebody stop it?" I said. "The state or the 

government or somebody?" 

"That's one of the big problems," Hal went on aad.ly. ''Nobody really 

seems to know who has the authority to question the thing or put a 

stop to it. For a long time the Federal Water Quality '/Im/ Admini-

stration kept out of the act in the belief that the pollution affectecl. 

5 



only Minnesota waters, but now, at the increasing prodding of 

aroused Michigan and Wisconsin authorities, it has finally begun 

an investigation." 

"And meanwhile the load of junkola flows on and on," I said 

morosely, looking out across my afflicted lake. 

"The 1/J U. s. Anny Corps of Engineers seems to claim exclusive 

jurisdiction over the 'character and quality' of all discharges 

into the lake," HaJ. went on. "Indeed it 1.s that august outfit 

~ 
that ~A the mining company its permit to pol.lute ,f/ in the 

first place must pass on its renewal.~ 

"Maybe the Anny Engineers wil.l have the guts to stem the tide," 

I said. hopefully. 

1'Maybe," Hal gloomily: agreed.. 11But meanwhil.e I suggest you 

~~~ 
J,. ~-paper/ so at Least you• .u. know what• s happening to 

our lake in case they don't." 
/l 
1'Righto, 11 I said. 

''Meanwhile le't' s go fishing while yet we may. 11 

"Righto," I repea'ted.. 
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Alter that: I real.Ly began looking into what: was happening to 

the beautiful lake beside which I had virtually been born and 

raised and along which I had so often strolled and picnicked and 

even more often fished. I learned-or rather re-learned-that 

Lake Superior contained the biggest body of fresh water in all 

the world, not only being fed by a whole flock of remote northern 

bush country streams in bordering Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan 

but from the very heartland of sub-artic Canada by such fabled 

2 A unique, 

as the Nipigon and many others. Yes, Lake Superior was 

~,dall 
the A very queen of ~ inland seas ••• 
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(From here 0n I plan to discuss by plain non-Hal narration 

other fonns of pollution in the lake, just what it does to a lake-

bringing out that lakes are like people and tree} that they too 

can get old and die, and that continued pollution simply hastens 

p,J ~ ~ringing out that when the big lake dies 
A 

the whole water-feeding area around it becomes inevitably crip-

pled or dead.) 
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I dug deeper into the alleged pollution and the deeper I dug 

the bleaker I felt. At first I had thought that the Minnesota 

ore could not possibly be mined without the accompanying pollu-

tion unti) to my surpris) I learned that Michigan had at least 

five similar low-grade ore properties which treated and left 

their wastes inland, not an ounce 1.~ into the lake. In 
A 

other words I discovered that not only was the Minnesota pollu-

tion unnecessary but that it gave the already powerful Reserve 
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(Here I plan to show that the Anny Engineers offer little 

hope, and that indeed its presiding General Clarke had the 

temerity recently to get up and address a group of conser-

vationists at Duluth, concluding that as his Corps tries to 

weigh the "economic aspects of the Reserve Mining Company 

operation against the deleterious effects that are alleged 

with respect to the lake, I don't think we are going to come 

out with a pennit that forces Reserve to shut down.") 



~J 
{Here I plan to revert to Hal on the lake shore at the end 

/\ 
of sununer, and conclude fast with some wry comments about 

"effluents"-''Effluent, pal, is a refined word for refined 

~~ 
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