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ST~ O'D0? I J.l'S AlW 
(Dave Spencer, Ish n:ing, llny 17, 1946) 

Steve O' Donnell was a gintleman) that eve ybody s i<'; 
He was liked by nil tho rich and 11 the J oor, 
,nd they all felt so sorry when they 
Heard that Steve was dead, 
They tied a knot or c epo upon his door. 

They sent for tho b r bor to cut the spindles !"roc his throot, 
They cut his hair n la 1-i pompadour, 
led necktie and buttonhol "i>. boquet was in his coot 
nd a bunch of sh crock in !'.is hand he boo. 

O rneselt nd Annie rieldio holpod to lny rascal out, 
There v,ero lots of f'lowers sent for !'rien sh1p1 s euke. 

' ) Ost ve mo boy, why did you die~ the wee g widor. cried,., 
nd we all got drunk t Stc.e O' Donn ll's wake! 

O there were fighters, and bitars, bums 
Ale, wine and whiskey, there wor cake. 
There lture m not hi h osition, thcr w 

d dynnmit~rs, 

nd we all got floored t Steve 'Donn 
e Irish politician., _ .. 
s wak / 

I lie, steal nnd swear. hen I lie, I li s longside of my pretty wite. 
'hen I stoo.l, I steal a way from bad com ny. rhen ! swe:ir, I swear off 

drinkin 1 • But 1!' I want a good drink 1 11 t G. W. Ferguson' s. 

Here's to the crack you nev r c ·n he l, 
The more you rub it tho bett r it feel. 
You can rub it nd scrub it and wash it 
But you can't gt clear that awful codfi 

O Almighty Dollnr, thy shining t ce 
That speaks thy mighty power 
In ci,y pocket finds a resting pl cc 
For I neod thee every hour. en. 

When l'm dead and in ey r ve 
to more whiskey shall I cr ave, 

nd on rzy tOJ'llbatono let this be wrote, 
Ten thousand gallons run dorm cy throat. 

here did doo spend 0ost of hist· 
pea- patch. 

iike h 11 
smell. 

nrden of Eden. In ve's 

, r:!3n th t gets on too woman got a shor~ time to stay, 
His head i s full or nonsense and his nss is full of play, 
He gets on l ike a lion und gets oft like a lamb, 
He~· ht have made a buby, but ho don't ive n d n. 
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Wit~ the abruptness of nightfall in the tropics tne little auto left 

plains and entered the ~reen ~loom of the woods, into the dark stereop­

ticon stillness of the pine trees and rocks and damp moss and car-swayed 

ferns, with the rocks in the road, and the wet roots of the pine trees 

reacning witcn-fingered across the ruts. The laboring auto bounced into 

ana out of a hole, over a root, ana the beer bottles clinked crazily, vio-
~~ /JA,t.,d..d,;, ,J,; ri I A A ,,J<,; 

lently, :w.~-...,.~~·ft~e~1~·rfl::=1a~&~08iit-.,ollp\like a Swedish bell-ringer gone~ma.'a';-~- tne~ another 

hole, and the springs nit the bottom, tnen the rebound, and hair the load 

shifted ahead unto their backs. 

Er 11ng pushed the assortment of creels, ading boots and landing nets 

back with the beer as Paul nung on to the steering wheel. They bumped 

past a little log hut near the road, with the door standing open, the win-
~ 

dows out, the frames as gouged and porcup1ne chewed as an old hitching rai 1. 

1All we need is tne seven dwar!s, 11 Erling said. 

11 1 1 11 take Snow White -- wi tn eel tzer." Faul answered., and tnen tney 

nit another nole and Erling lifted a landin~ net off of Faul' s head. 

There was a long lurching, a climb into the hills, ana a.I ter that they 

entered a ereen clearing, into tne sunlignt again, an evenin~ sunli~ht in 

the west, to the le!t, as they came to a stop amid the ruins of an old lum­

ber camp, the cook's rusty triangle still on 1ihe door frame. Faul got out 
~--,wJ., • 

and~ and hit the trianp.:le wi t~r a reelr., and its bonging sounded like all 
" / 

the counterfeit money in the world. All that answered was a fat porcupine 

on the roof, wno waddled clumsily over tne eave and tnen tell off unto an 

old grass-grown manure pile and slowly climbed a young poplar tree. 

11 See, look, there it is, between the trees," Erling said. 

Far down below them, showin~ through the new leaves, was the big bea­

ver pond, the dark water mostly calm, partly rif!led 1n patches, with the 

trunks of the dead old pine windfalls rE:.acning out into the water, like dis­

ordered piers built by drunken men. At the far end was the dam, a bi@: dam, 

old and overgrown, a tangle o! rocKs and. roots and dead trees and dirt and 

g-rass. 



They put on their waders and then sat on the damp running board, look­

ing at the pond, and had a bottle of beer apiece, the beer gushing out of 

the jostled bottles so that tney drank~foam instead. Tney filled 

their creels with beer, and Erling found a trail down througn the woods, 

througn some maples and some youn~ white birches Just coming into leaf. The 

trail was still covered with pine needles althougn the big pines were gone 

and their stumps were mostly rotted and some had returned entirely to the 

earth. 

11 I wonder, Swan, 11 Faul saia to Erling, using a name he nad given nim, 

"If the cook will ever return for nis dead dinner bell. 11 

Erling said nothing. 

On the siae of the pond 

pines, and some Norways, the 

tney got into tne pines again, near~y all jack 

j"acks in tender new green bud,~ Christmas 

" candles. They worked along on a narrow gravelled nillside trail, over old 

pine w1nafalls, scuffed and worn by many animals and seasons, and by some 

men. They kept on the ridge near the pond, but away from the jumbled wind­

ralls down on the shore. The old beaver lodge lay there in ruinA, the bea-
~> 

ver cuttings wer:Aec:a,,,. the beaver were gone. The pond was nearly half a 

mile long, and now there were no ripples anywhere, as they made their way 

along the ~re or tne big dam itself, coming to the little clear, cold, gra­

vel-bottomed ou~let, where they stopped and put their beer.t~•-~ 

In the middle of the dam were two log rafts, anchored to a aeadhead 

with hay wire, with pine roots for seats, and long jack-pine poles for a 

motor. On Erling' s rart were two empty gin bottles and the picture supple­

ment of a week-old Sunday newspaper. ~ W o., ~ IMAI. ,u,,(d. ~ ~. 

11 The Indians must have aba.,."1doned these -- when civilization came, 11 

Erling suggested. 

~rling sat on one raft and Faul on the other, wh · le tney set up their 

fly rods, the reels, threaded tneir l1ne, tied the leaders anct deoated the 

flies in tine stage whispers. 
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There was a plop and a splash, thirty feet away, like someone had 

thrown in a wading boot, and Erling turned to Paul, his eyes bulging and 

goitrous. 

"Loving and gentle Jesus, Polly did you see that!" 

11 No, i:>wan, but I heard -- I was looking at my - - -- --11 

"Tne god damdest biggest trout outside of a tourist book. I -- -­

it came out -- Polly listen, let• s have a bottle of beer !11 

Faul got two bottles 01 beer, which had been cooled and calmed by tne 

creek. Erling lit a cigar against the mosquitoes. A li~ht southwest breeze 

had risen and made fine insnore ripples. A cloud bank had come up to meet 

the sun and then the sun was gone, like it hAd been yanked by a hook, leaving 

only a ~low. Tney R~t on the rafts, slowly drinkin~ the beer, their tied 

l eaders lying soakin~ in the water, without flies . 

There was a crackle in the brusn, half way up the pond, the way they 

h·ia come, and a splashinf. Three deer stood in the water, one drinking, two 

looking, tnen two drinking. As they sat lookinf at these tnree dee~e J 

and a fawn came down on the other side, the fawn playful like a lamb, wavilg 

its thin'ft.g, the doe looking on while the fawn drank. lrling point~d up 

at tne head of the pond, in the dusky shadows o. the hill, and there were 
,r­

more deer, nard to see and pick out, except wnen they maved orAwaved their 
- rt.v ~ ,v-ve:·&-/-

rlags . Tnen there was another 
tfww 

which tney botn saw, ana there 

" 

splasn in tne midale of tbe pond, a big fish, 
/'-

were no deer, only a re, snort1n~ olows from 

the bucKs as they slid crackling away into the dusk. 

11 The ads said I Ei~nt hours from C~cago' s lonb,' swan, 11 Paul said. 
(spAter,c (OJn..J I~·~) 

First they tried i,; from the dam, casting towards the middle, then 

towards the shore at the siaes, into the weeds, near to the reeds, into the 

windfalls . They used dry flies, wet flies, nymphs, ouck tails, spinner 

Ilies, and then small plugs. There were no strikes. Once a big trout rose 

between Faul 1 s lure and himself. Tne~ they sat on the rafts agajn and smoked 

a cigarette. It was growing darker, the wind had died, the frogs ana owls 
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had started, tne songbirds had stopped, ana the full moon was r1sin~ above 

the jumbled deaa. and 11 ving trees down below tl1e outlet. Erl np- got some 

more beer, and tney sat drinking. Paul flicked his cigarette 1n~o the water, 

almost at their feet, and a big trout nailed it before the gl<w had lert the 

butt. Erling spat out a mo11tnful 01 beer. 

Behi~d them tney neard a crack 1ng ana snapping in the wi oos, near to 

tnem, and they looked at each other, and then they heard am 

softly s1ng1np a strange sonR with foreign woras. 

A man came out unto tne beaver dam, humming to h' self, (arrying a long 

thick one-piece bamboo pole. He w~s a short man, an thin, 

with grey and yellow in nis untrimmed moustache, ~~d 

Cl pretty old, 

denim overalls 

were washed an f1 ea to ~he color of his eyes. He was chewi g tooacco, and 

haa rot a little on his fice. 

"Hello, misters," he said. 11You be havinp.- any luck?11 

11 llo, 11 Erlinf said, 11 Are there any fish in here?" 

Just then another trout plopped out in the pond. 

The old man consiaered this. 11 No, pretty bad place for ishes. Pretty 

bad place for fishes when city mans can ride to place in auto. Maybe few 

11 ttle ones left. City mans get the rest. 11 

"Is that why you keep that little flag pole hidden here? Paul asked, 

smiling. 

The little man smiled. 11 1 no-hide my pole. I live over next ridge 

from cedar swamp. 11 He pointed down stream. 11 That1 s whe:re my house. And 

I been watching you for long tiree -- but I no fish then, too Early for fish. 

Now is time for fishing." 

11 Have a bot;tle of beer? 11 Erling as1'ed. 

"Thank you, misters, please, I like drink of beer. Fret y hard place 

for buy beer_, this place. 11 He winked at Erling. When Erlinr gave him the 

be€r he deftly took the cu0. of tobacco from his mouth and put it in the 

poclret of his overall jacket. He looked at Erling and Paul a he raised the 

bottle. 11 Thank you, city mans, 11 he said. 
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11 How do you know we• re city men ? 11 

He lowered the bottle. 11 By your smart lo1ks and the kind clothes and 

boots ljke diving men and nets and thin-poles like bu~gy whips -- and how yru 

try to fool the fishes with those little dead flies. Toivo Maki catch lots 

of fish with bamboo pole and worms. My name is Toivo Maki. I am a Finnish 

man -- that is why I do not talk very good in the English lanpuage. 11 

Erlj np.: did the talking. 11We1 re from Chicago. We• r·e on a vacation and 

we like to fish. A man from the hotel told us how to ret here, so we rented 

an old auto. Are there any fish here?" 

"How far away is this Chicago place? 11 

11 Eight hours from the loop. 11 

"What is I loop' ? 11 

11 You have never heard of the Chicago loop? 11 

11 No. 11 

"The Board of Trade Building?" 

11 No, misters. 11 

11 Mae West? 11 

He took a gurgling drink of beer. His blue eyes lighted as he drew the 

female form divine in the air, with both hands. He winked at the ~fisher­

men. 111 Come over near my house and see me sometimes.'" 

He finished the beer and handed the bottle to Erling and deftly replaced 

his chew of tobacco. "Time to fish, now, 11 he said. He took a coarse green 

fish line from his pocket, tied it on the pole, tied on a large hook, and 

impaled three writh1n~ dew worms, spit on them, and threw the line a few 

yards out from the dam, where the whole business lqnded like a pork chop. 
!11~~/V • iiuvv 
:\'here was another moon showing i~the water. 

A (p1,4 '1 
11 Don' t you want to use ,st:. raft,9/)Toivo? 11 Faul asked. 

"No, thank you, please. You city mans use raft I only build them. 

Sometimes I use raft if I need a fish bad to eat. 11 

Erling and Faul looked at each other, and then got on the rafts and 

pushed out into the darkness. 
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