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At the hamlet of Isadore in Leelan%?vcounty;in a Polish settlement there was

. in 1907 a Catholic church presided over by Father Bieniawski. In his household

were his sister, then a young girl, his housekeeper, Stanislawa Lipsczinska, #he Al
d§£é=d=nt> her daughter, 16 or 17 years old, and a chore boy named Gruba. There was,
near the church, a convent and school where three nuns of the Felician order lived
and taught the children of the parish. They were Sister lMary Janina, Or Mary John,
as she was sometimes called, Sister Angglina and Sister Josephine. Sister Janina

was the superioress. These sisters wbre of somewhat delicate health and all of

them remained at the convent during the summer vacation;q?;t was expected that the

bishop o% the diocese would come to Isadore to bless the school on Sunday, August
25th;j:3p;n such events the schoocl was usually decorated. Among the decorations
used on such occasions were some artificial flowers which where stored when not

in use under the church. The mother superioress usually saw to getting and putting
up these decorations. The church faced on a north and south street and the ground
sloped towards the back of the church. The basement under the church followed

the slope of the land, no excavating having been done, and was of uneven height.
There was wainscoting around it, and there was a pile of/\péeeeruf-lumber and
boards stored there,.

On the Friday preceding the expected visit of the bishop, Father Bieniawski,
hiﬁ:s’;:‘?:er and the lad Grubagfwent on a fishing trip for the afternocn to a lske
not far from Isadore. They left shortly before one o'clock. The Father had been
about home during the forenoon' and saw Sister‘Janina several times. She was pre-
paring for the decorayion of the school. When they left for the fishing trip the
three sisters, theﬁpousekeeper, and'her daughter waved them goodbye. These five
persons were the only ones left about the premises. The sisters were in the habit |

the Avevalhicpo, Lofin sond
of taking an afternocon nap. They had separate rooms and deSenéent—e&y7\§he aaw
them draw the shades in their.respective rooms preparatory to taking their usual
siesta.

Later in the afternoon and near four o'clock Sisters Angélina and Josephine

discovered that Sister Janina was missing and communicated this fact to the house-

keeper and her daughter. Search was made about the premises and in the neighborhood,
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but she couldinot be found. The fishing party returned about half-past seven or
eigh£ o'clock and the Fathgg/zg%%fmed of the disappearance of the Sister. The
search continued until late in the night and was resumed the following day. The
officers were notified and joined in the search. " On Sunday the Father reported to
his congregation the disappearance of Sister Janina and requesﬂed the men to
organize and conduct a systematic search, Some 360 or 4LOO responded, but of no
avail. Detectives were brought in from outside andi;arge rewarq:g?;ered. These
efforts were likewise fruitless. Some two weeks after the disappearance a blood-
hound was brought to Isadore and being given the scent led the searchiﬁg party‘
through the cornfield into the woods. No thorough search of the basement was

made, although some of the searching party went into it.

the pile of boards or lumber wes—distuwbeé. All efforts to discover the where-

ﬁS; abouts of Sister Janina, if living, or the location of her body, if dead, came to
W"V naught » %‘ years her disappeai"ance was among the unsolved mysteries.

’rjh.February, i9l9, the‘offici 1s of Leelanjilcounty received 1nf%rmdtlon whlch ba -

a P o bter PRV e "-1
caused them to make an investlgatlon./\Thuy sought out the sexton of the church and4 zﬁ%?g

from him learned that in the autumn before he had, by direction of, and assisted by,
Father Podlaszewski, then priest of the parish of Isadore,,&ug up a human skeleton
in the basement of the church where the bomrds and lumber had been, and that he had
oiiint rred the bones in theﬁfemetery. He showed the officials where they could be ;
found. The officials dug at the place indicated and found the bones. " The offitials
summoned the coroners of the county who assembled the bones and determined that the
skeleton was that of a female from 62 to 65 inches in height. They also discovered
a fracture in the skull. The officials thep went to the basement of the church and
~ Teon Thy entrence o4 the faeemant &L1ﬁaAa-a‘zr&h4¢,,p¢yh¢£‘~ aLan;

/// screened the dirt where the grave had bee hey recovered, among other things,

pieces of cloth, a cross with an image on it, a piece of cord, a spool, a little

“metal cross, a part of a scapular, a thlmble and a rlng.ali should be stated at
this point that it appeared that the cloth found in the grave was of similar tex-
ture to that worn by the Felician Sisters; that the cord was likewise similar to the

cord worn by the members of this order; that the piece of scapular and the cross




s
were like those worn by this Sisterhood. But the most convincing proof of iden-
tification was the ring. It was of special design. The inside was of silver, the
outside of steel. Sister Janina had graduated in a class of 22, each of whom had
been given a ring of this design in which the date and certain chéracters were

engraved. They were always worn by the Sisters after they took their perpetual

vows and were left on their fingers at death and buried with thém. There were but

22 of these rings made, one for each member of the class. Twenty-one of these
rings were accounted for. The missing one--the one worn by Sister Janina--was
found in this grave underneath the church. The identification of the skeleton
as that of Sister Janina was a near perfect as circumstantial evidence could make

it.




' After considerable preliminary investigation the sheriff of Leelanald county

went to Manistee to the house of Father Bieniawsk%j/g;d arrested his housekeeper,

' Stanislawa, on a warrant charging her with the first degree murder of Sister Janina.

.

She was taken to the Leelanald county jail where she was held in custody until her
trial at the October 1919 term of circuit cout&fmﬁwgw W, W‘

During the course of theﬂtrial the prosecution proceeded upon and developed the
theory that after the fishing party had left Isadore that August afternoon in 1907,
years before, there were left but four persons besideé Sister Janina: the defendant,
and h;r daughter and the two Sisters, Angelina and Josephine. The People showed
that the defendant was known to have borne ill-will towards this nun; that she had
on occasion deprecated her character, and had intimated that she would or should
soon leave., The People further advanced the theory that Sister Janina, in pre-
paring for the bishop's visit, went to the church basement for the artificial
flowers stored there, and was struck down by Stanislawa not far from the door, where
herﬁglasses were fqpnd years later; that the defendant was a sturdy woman accustomed
to hard work; that she moved the pile of lumber and boards away, dug a shallow grave
in the éandy soil, buried her victim and hurriedly replaced the lumber.

* * " b B e i
The.trial lasted three weeks. Stanislawa had got herself three of the best

lawyers in that part of the state. TgizAfoughp every inch of the way. In the early

gﬂV”‘JL 7 2z
gtages of the trial the prosecution calle/\Father Podlaqswski)as a witness to ex-

plain his unusual conduct in secretly digging up the bones and having them buried
in the cemetery at night. His explanation was this: The parish had planned to erect

a new church at Isadore on the site of the old one. Father Lempke, a priest located

arel

at Detroit, where he was chaplain of the Felician Sisters,ﬁbad igggrmed im that there

was a skeleton under the church at Isadore and had suggested to him that in order

M

to save aAscandal'to the church he should secretly exhume the bones and bury them
in the cemetery.
L
When the People had done with Father Podlaiswski, Stanislawa's lawyers hove at

him with the traditional hammer and toggs,and;?eveloped that Father Lempke had in turn




got his information from a Bishop Koslowski. It was sought to leave the impression
[

oslowski had learned these facts in the confessional from

with theAjury that Bishpp K
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At this juncture the State had indeed shofn something more than a slight case
; ~ Waes A Coprivennd,
still several million light years away ﬁ:omAconnectin/?

AN

Iwgmm.uy
Stanislawa with the grim and mouldy murder. w’\ uld have convicted

of murder. But,

her had the State rested its case at this point. Then the prosecution /ealled a Mrs.
Tylicki, a Polish woman, Stanislawa gasged and hastily conferred with her three .
attorneys. This woman had bee%mh{\the county jail with her. What was she doing here M\,
WMI on the witness st.and’ A«wmﬁw ﬂuw,ﬁww W;M MWZLM .

Mrs. Tylicki calmly testified that she was a female detective from Milwaukee;
that she was hired by the Leelanau county authorities and was put in jail with the
defendant supposedly as a prisoner; that after she had been in jail a few days the
defendant,c:a%vl;\:d her mhe would do something for hér. Mrs. Tylicki testified that
she said, "If you want me to do anything, tell me what and tell me all."

The Polish lady then electrified the ten;e courtroom by stating that Stanislawa
had then requested her to go to Father Biensawski at Manistee, upon her release,
and tell him to have Father Podlaszenski put out of the States; that Stanislawa had
told her that she had gone to Father Nowack, a Polish priest in Milwaukee, and /uu(,
confessed her sins; that she had killed Sister Janina; that she had dug a hole under
the church and dragged ‘the body to it and put the Sister in the hole she had dug, and
covered the body partly with earth; and that while she was doing so the head rose three
or four times and that she struck the Sister on the head three or four times with all
her might; that Father Nowack told her he could not grant her absolution withoug:
seeéng Bishop Koslowski; that the priest went::rrlmaw the Bishop, through whom the
murder leaked out, and that when the priest returned he granted her absolution and that
then she left the church...

The prosecution rested its case and Stanislawa, shaken but still defiant, took
‘the stand on her own behalf. fn a low, stéady voice she denied all connection with
the death of Sister Janina, and gave an account of her doings @H.,that fateful August

afternoon in 1907. She denied having expressed




any ill-will towards Sister Janina. She also flatly denied her alleged confession,
and at this point her testimoney took a turn wbi;h would pale the deepest purple
patches of a dime novel.

Stanislawa testified to a brutal and fiendish‘course of treatment while she
was in jail, including personal violence practiced upon her by the sheriff and Mr$,
. Tylicki. She said she was struck over the head by Mr$, Tylicki wityg tin dipper and
that she plied her with liquor (what price prohibition?); that she was taken into
another cell where the bones of Sister Janina had been arranged, that the skull had
been strung on'strings so that it could be manipulated, that there were two candles
by the skeleton, anﬂ that she was finally thrown into a wooden bunk with the skeleton
and kept there for a couple of hours; thaﬁ on another occasion the sheriff came to
her alone and worked the skull with his hands and thrust it into her face; and that
such conduct made her mentally unbalaneed so that she was not responsible for what
she said, and that this treatment was what produced the confession if one in fact
was made, which she solemnly denied.

"That's all,"” her attorney announced. "The defense rests!"

The sheriff and Mrs. Tylicki were briefly recalled by the People and they denied
all charges made against them by Stanislawa. The trial of the case was at an end,
and all that remained to be done was for Judge Mayne to drone out his instructions

to the jury, which he did with great care and at considerable length. The emotion-

WP
battered J rvetired to consider its verdict, ﬁﬂfter many hours filed out before
Wrav ~

Judge l[ayne and the ’:rhihe—faced defendant.
WHas the jury arrived at its verdict?" Judge Mayne inquired.
"We have, your Honor," the‘foreman replied.
"The foreman will please announce your verdict," Judge Mayne said.

"Your Honor, we find the defendant guilty as charged!" the foreman announced.




Judge Mayne then sentenced Stanislawa to imprisonment'for life--there is no
capital punishment in Michigan--and the reporters raced goggle-eyed to the nearest

phones.

"Stanislawa convicted! Murder will out!" the papers gleefully proclaimed.

The parish of Isadore gradually relapsed into its accustomed slumber. Stanislawa's

lamyers appéaled to the Supreme Court. Her conviction was affirmed. The newspapers

noted it on the back pages. Thefront pages were splashed with the latest unsolved

love nest murder. "Who killed Ruby Smith?" That was in 1920. ~8htﬁ\?till do not

have the answer to that one.




% Written by:
| John D. Voelker
| Ishpeming, Michigan

WHO SAID "MURDER WILL QUT!"?

by
Robert Traver

One of the ancient fallacies with which man, the articulate ostrich, com-
| forts his way to the grave is that hoary shibboleth: Murder will out. I
} would suggest that if some doubting soul would tabulate the unsolved murder

!
| cases==just in one state, any state, of this vast union--the results would

|

| stagger the imagination.

%: Our investigator should resolve his cases into two general categories:
I

iéwhere the fact of the murder is unquestioned, but no murderer has been f ound;
é?and where both the fact of the murder and the identity of the perpetrator re-
§main in doubt. This last class would include its share of the constant march

| of deaths under suspicious circumstances, abrupt disappearances, many "suicides"
|

' and "accidental poisonings."

!

} While the police agencies do not billboard the fact, I doubt if there is

§:a community of any size in the entire world that doesn't have its unsolved con-
%ztribution of real or suspected murders. When one contemplates the unknowable

 number of completely successful murders, that is, whereé there is no official

!
!
H
|
{
{
!
{

?auapicion whatever, the adage that murder will out becomes as empty as a
Emumbled political platitude. Even some of the old unquestioned murders in a
;commnnity become forgotten; police and prosecutors succumb to the electorate
ior trout-fishing,or perchance die, or move away, and another unsolved murder
;joins its endless shrouded company.

i Anyone connected with police work knows this is so., One speculates on the |
;origin and persistence of such a contrary fable in our folkways. The solemn .
}truth is that murder will damn seldom out--unless it is dug out by main strengthi

!
jand awkwardness. Perhaps the publicity attendinz those rare cases when an old

|
f

;mnrder is solved is a coﬁigibuting factor to the notion that the wronged dead

\ghall be avenged. Such a nearly forgotten murder came to light in Michigan
I . U’
ishortly after World War I. A prosecution followed, the details of which are so

%bézarre and fantastic that the newspapers grew maudlin with gaeity and almost




; pushed the peace conference and League of Nations off the front page. "Murder
| will out!" they shouted--and thus the myth gained new disciples.

L G AL

At the hamlet of Isadore in Leelanau county, Michigan, in a Polish settle—'

i ment there was in 1907 a Cathelic church presided over by Father Bieniawski.

E In his household were his sister; then a young girl, his housekeeper, Stanis-
| lawa Lipsczinska, her daughter, 16 or 17 years old, and a chore boy qamed
Gruba. There was, near the church, a convent and school where three nuns of

; the Felician order lived and taught the children of the parish. They were

f Sister Mary Janina, or Mary John, as she was sometimes called, Sister Angelina
E and Sister Josephine. Sister Janina was the superioress. These sisters were
é of somewhat delicate health and all of them remained at the convent during the :
| summer vacation.

It was expected that the bishop of the diocese would come to Isadore to

; bless the school on Sunday, August 25, 1907. Upon such events the school was

3 usvally decorated. Among the decorations used on such occasions were some

i artificial flowers which were stored when.not in use under the church. The

é mother superioress usually saw to getting and putting up these decorations.

: The church faced on a north and south street and the ground sloped towards the
i back of the church, The basement under the church followed the slope of the

; land, no excavating having been done, and was of uneven height. There was

| wainscoting around it, and there was a pile of loose lumber and boards stored
| there.

On the Friday preceding the expected visit of the bishop, Father Bien-

t iawski, his young sister and the lad Gruba went on a fishing trip for the

| afternoon to a lake not far from Isadore. They left shortly before one o'clocki
i The Father had been about home during the forenoon and saw Sister Janina |
| several times. She was preparing for the decoration of the school. When they :
| left for the fishing trip the three sisters, the Polish housekeeper, and her |
| daughter waved them goodbye. These five persons were the only ones left about %
| the premises. The sisters were in the habit of taking an afternoon nap. They |

| had separate rooms and the housekeeper later said she saw them draw the shades

. in the respective rooms preparatory to taking their usual siesta.




Later in the afternoon and near;four o'clock Sisters Angelina and Jose=-
x.phine discovered that Sister Janiné was missing and communicated this fact to

| the housekeeper and her daughter. Search was made about the'premises and in

| the neighborhcod, but she could not be found. The fishing party returned about
half-past seven or eight o'clock and the Father was informed of the disappear-
| ance of the Sister. The search continued until late in the night and was re-

! sumed the following day. The officers were notified and joined in the search.
On Sunday the Father reported ﬁo his céngregation the disappearance of
Sister Janina and requested the mentto organize and conduct a systematic search,

| Some 350 or 400 fesponded, but of no avail. Detectives were brought in from
I outside and a large reward was offered. Thése efforts were likewise fruitless.
Some two weeks after the disappearance a bloodhound was brought to Isadore and
being given the scent led the searching party through the cornfield into the
woods. No thorough search of the basement was made, although some of the
searching party went into it., No one thought to look under the pile of boards
| andlumber, All efforts to discover the whereabouts of Sister Janina, if living,
I or the lecation of her body, if dead, eame to naught., For years her disappear-
| ance was among the unsolved mysteries.

* %

In the course of time Father Bieniswski was transferred from the parish,
and the end of World War I found him living in Manistee, Michigan, where the
jvaging taciturn Polish woman, Stanislawa Lipsczinska, was still his housekeeper.

Then in February, 1919, the police officials of Leelanau county received
information which caused them to make an investigation. They had heard that a
human body had been exhumed from under the parish church at Isadore. They
sought out the sexton of the church and from him learned that in the autumn
before he had, by direction of, and assisted by, Father Podlaszewski, then
priest of the parish of Isadore, secretly dug up a human skeleton in the base-

{| ment of the church where the boards and lumber had been, and that he had at

| night interred the bones in the cemetery. He showed the officials where they

; could be found. The officials dug at the place indicated and found the bones.




- The officials summoned the coroners of the county who assembled the bones
i and determined that the skeleton was that of a female from 62 to 65 inches in
i height. They alsc discovered a fracture in the skull. The officials then
i went to the basement of the church and screened the dirt where the grave had
'f been. They recovered, among other things, pieces of cloth, a cross with an
| image on it, a piece of cord, a spool, a little metal cross, & part of a sca- |
| pular, a thimble and a ring. Near the entrance of the basement they found a

pair of glasses similar to those worn by Sister Janina. It should be stated

E at this point that it appeared that the cloth found in the grave was of similar
f texture to that worn by the Felician Sisters; that the cord was likewise

| similar to the cord worn by the members of this order; that the piece of sca-

; pular and the cross were like those worn by this Sisterhocd.

But the most convincing proof of identification was the ring. Itwas of

f special design. The inside was of silver, the outside of steel. Sister Janina

|

gjhad graduated in a class of 22, each of whom had been given a ring of this de-

;isign in which the date and certain characters were engraved. They were always
§£worn by the Sisters after they took their perpetual vows and were left on their

;;fingers at death and buried with them. There were but 22 of these rings made,
'gone for each member of the class. Twenty-one of these rings were accounted for.
EéThe missing one--the one worn by Sister Janina--was found in this grave under-
gneath the church. The identification of the skeleton as that of Sister Janina

| was as near perfect as circumstantial evidence could make it.
* %

il

| Up to this point only half of the murder was out; that is, that a murder
| had been committed. The ‘interesting "who dunnit" pontion continued to perplex

the authorities no end. Intrigued, they gave it their undivided attention and

ifinally elected the Polish housekeeper, Stanislawa Lipsczinska, as their most

§
!

?likely prospect.,
| After considerable preliminary investigation the sheriff of Leelansu county|
'went to Manistee to the house of Father Bieniawski and arrested his housekeeper,
Zstanislawa, on a warrant charging her with the first degree murder of Sister

\Janina. She was taken to the Leelanau county jail where she was held in custody

guntil her trial at the October 1919 term of circuit court before dudge Frederick




§§w. Mayne.

‘; During the course of the long trial the prosecution proceeded upon and

é developed the theory that after the fishing party had left Isadore that August
f;afternoon in 1907, years before, there were left but :Tour persons besides

; Sister Janina: the defendant, and her daughter and the two Sisters, Angelina
E and Josephine. The People showed that the defendant was known to have bornq

’ ill-will towérds this nun; that she had on occasion deprecated her character,

| and had intimated that she would or should soon leave. The People further ad-

| fanced the theory that Sister Janina, in preparing for the bishop's visit,
;éwent-to the church basement for the artificial flowers sored there, and was

; struck down by Stanislawa not far from the door, where her corroded glasses
zwere found years later; that the defendant was a sturdy woman accustomed to

2 hard work; that éhe moved the pile of lumber and boards away, dug a shallow

% grave in the sandy soil, buried her ¥ictim and hurriedly replaced the lumber,

i R

The trial lasted three weeks. Stanislawa had got herself three of the

i:best lawyers in that part of the state. They fought every inch of the way.

% In the early stages of the trial the prosecution called the parish priest,

; Father Podlaszewski, as a witness to explain his unusual conduct in secretly

; digging up the bones and having them buried in the cemetery at night., His
éexplanation was this: The parish had planned to erect a new church at Isadore
% on the site of the old one. Father Lempke, a priest located at Detroit, where
%%he was chaplain of the Felician Sisters, learned of this project and had in-

| formed him that there was a skeleton under the church at Isadore and had

i suggested to him that in order to save a possible scandal to the church he

'jshould secretly exhume the bones and bury them in the cemetery.

When the People had done with Father Podlaszewski, Stanislawa's lawyers

' hove at him with the traditional hammer and tongs. They developed that Father

' Lempke had in turn got his information from a Bishop Koslowski. It was sought
;zto leave the impression with the mixed jury that Bishop Koslowski had learned
é%these facts in the confessional from Stanislawa. The reason for this is that,
%éaa a general legal rule, the secrets of the confessional are privileged com-

iémunications and may not be invaded by their use in a court of law. Judge Mayne




; was unperturbed by this developement and ruled that since Stanislawa's lawyers,
| and not the State, had first shown the source of the information, the defendant
é could not complain of its introduction in court.

% %%

At this juncture the State had indeed shown something more than a slight
? case of murder. But the presecution was still several million light years
i away from convincingly connecting Stanislawa with the grim and mouldy murder,
| Few juries would have convicted her had the State rested its case at this point.
| Then the prosecution quietly called a Mrs. Tylicki, a Polish woman. Stanislawa
F gasped and hastily conferred with her three attorneys. This woman had been
i an inmate of the county jail with her. What was she doing here in court on
: the witness stand, swearing to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
E the truth?
? Mrs. Tylicki calmly testified that she was a female detective from Mil-
éwaukee; that she was hired by the Leelanau county authorities and was put in
ZJail with the defendant supposedly as a priscner; that after she had been in
?jail a few days the defendant came to her and asked her if she would do some-

#

| thing for her. Mrs, Tylicki testified that she said, "If you want me to do

}

|anything, tell me what and tell me all."

3 The Polish lady then electrified the temse courtroom by stating that

zStanislawa had then requested her to go to Father Bieniawski at Manistee, upon
ﬁher release, and tell him to have Father Podlaszenski put out of the States;

Ethat Stanislawa had told her that she had gone to Father Nowack, a Polish priest
l

éin Milwaukee, and had confessed her sins; that she had killed Sister Janina;

i
|that she had dug a hole under the church and dragged the bedy to it and put the

Sister in the hole she had dug, and covered the body partly with earth; and

i
:
i
{
1

;that while she was doing so the head rose three or four times and that she

1

?struck the Sister on the head three or four times with all her might; that

%Father Nowack told her he could not grant her absobution without seeing Bishop
gKoslowski; that the priest went away and saw the Bishop, through whom the murder
é?eaked out, and that when the priest returned he granted her absolution and that
g&hen she left the church...
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The prosecution rested its case and Stanislawa, shaken but still defiant,

% took the stand on her own behalf. In a low, steady voice she denied all

i
i connection with the death of Sister Janina, and gave an account of her doings

V? that fateful August éfternoon in 1907. she denied having expressed any ill-

: will towards Sister Janina, She also flatly denied her alleged confession, .

; and at this ppigt her testimony took a turn which would pale the deepest purplei

J patches of a dime novel. » ‘

lg Stanislawa testified to a brutal and fiendish course of treatment while
| ,

' she was in jail, including pefsonal violence practiéed upon her by the sheriff

; and Mrs. Tylicki. She said she was struck over the head by Mrs. Tyiicki with
; a tin dipper and that she plied her with liquor (what price prohib1tion°),

| | that she was taken into another cell where the bones of Sister Janina had been
L arranged, that the skull had been strung on strings so that it could be mani-
| | pulated, that there were two candles by the skeleton, and that she was finally
f thrown into a wooden bunk with the skeleton and kept there for a couple of

% hours; that on anolher occasion the sheriff came to her alone and worked the
2Mskull with his-hands and thrust it-into-her face; and that such conduet -made

F her mentally unbalanced so that she was not responsible for whaﬁ sﬁe said, and
E?that this treatment was what produced the confession if one in fact was made,
%Twhich she solemnly denied.,

| "That's all," her attorney announced. "The defense rests!"

The sheriff and Mrs. Tylicki were 5rier1y recalled by the People and they
é;denied all charges against them by Stanislawa. The trial of the case was at
g%an end, and all that remained to be done was for Judge Mayne to drone out his
g%instructions to the jury, which he did with great care and at considerable lengt
igThe emotion-battered jury .retired to consider its ferdict. After many hours it.
géfiled out before Judge Mayne and the tense white-faced defendant.
I "Has the jury arrived at its verdict?" Judge Mayne inquired.

"We have, your Honor," the foreman replied,

"The foreman will please announce your verdict," Judge Mayne said.

"Your Honor, we find the defendant guilty as charged!" the foreman




Judge Mayne then sentenced Stanislawa to imprisonment for life--there is

% no capital punishment in Michigan--and the reporters raced goggle-eyed to the

; nearest phones.
i "Stanislawa convicted! Murder will out!" the papers gleefully proclaimed. |
j?The parish of Isadore gradually relapsed into its accustomed slumber. Stanis-

i lawa's lawyers appealed to the Supreme Court. Her conviction was affirmed.
f
| The newspapers noted it on.the back pages. The front pages weressplashed with
!!the latest unsolved love nest murder. "Who killed Ruby Smith?" That was in

H

| 1920. The police still do not have the answer to that one.

il

{1




