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WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN--WHAT? 

( /-Cf- I 

,-.._) RADIO NEWS FLASH: 
-£1 om the rtortnWest 

"Within the hour ~ enemy aircraft/ ef nen eioe• 
~ tu~~ 

penetrated the continental radar and air defenses of the United iA,;i~; and~ 
e- ~ z:;.µp►A§ . I\ 

dropped an unknown quantity of atomic b~mbs,a Reports are as yet conflicting and 

confused, but it is believed certain that th~ /ocks ab Se~Mi~ e 
~ . ~ ,, 

completely destroyed;).'~l ~ eel: communities in O~':£1'~nia were 

devastatedj -■ • ii l)ll81~~ns of Washington, D. c.[ According to an ~;f'· 
report of a radio ham, the enemy planes appear to have overshot Washingtoni ~/ 

and instead bombed the vicinity of Silver Spring, Md. Emergency aid is being 

rushed to the stricken areas. It is now known that the President survived the 

raid uninjured and is presently somewhere in Virginia. He asks the people to 

remain calm in this grave emergency. He will speak to the nation by radio in a 

few moments. ~ ~d~o~;'~batim.~ 

RADIO NEWS FLASH: "Warning!}' A second large ~ave of enemy planes is 

reported now crossing western Canada apparently~d for the Great Lakes 
The ~ 

region._jDefense Department has just confirmed recent unofficial reports that 

Y~~r!es of the enemy are poised for invasion across the Bering Straits 

separating Alaska and Russian Siberia. Counter measures are being taken. Keep 

calm." 

RA~IO, NEWS FLASH (three days later): 

para~own at various points in the 

" 
"Thousands of enemy troops are 

United States from coast to coast. 

The invasion of the Alaskan peninsula is now in its third day. 

Defense estimates that upwards of two million enemy troops have already landed 

on this continent and are engaging our outnumbered and retreating forces. 

* * * 



Let's play a grim parlor game: Let's try to guess how the American people 

would react in the fact of such a ghastly situation as we have here imagined. 

Will recent American history help us? Not much. No living American has 

ever fought in the defense of United States soil. Americans have not had to so 

defend American soil since the War of 1812; no~ have they fought on American 

soil since the Civil War. How would our troops and civilian population behave 

if conquering hordes of fanatic. enemy troops descended upon us in the wake of 

repeated atomic bombings? We must conclude that we do not know the sure 

answer--yet--simply because we have never had to face such a situation. There 

are those stout patriots who will doubtless rise to an indignant boil that the 

question is even asked. Fine. They will please form a line on the left and be 

issued muskets ... Yet it is a fair question, a pressing question, and one that 

in some related form might henceforward become very real during any hour of any 

day. Any hour of any day. 

One still remembers Churchill's ringing phrases after Dunkerque, as he en­

joined a British people at bay to fight along the beaches, upon the streets, and 

in the alleys ... One need not coofess being a blazing Anglophile to somehow 

guess how that cohesive island people would have reacted. Yet one can ind~ed build 

a plausibly dim picture of what we Americans would do. Just listen to our 

domestic prophets of doom and decay. The argument runs something like this: 

We Americans are a polygot people; deep cleavages exist among us: racial, religious, 

economic, and political. We harbor large groups of restless, ra~ling minorities; ' ~ ' 
our machine and lathe civilization has sapped our powers of make-do and improvi-

sation. We are a listless, confused and weary people; our mediocre mass Iii. mediums 

of so-called culture and entertainment have gradually dulled our qualities of imagination 

and responsibility. In short, we lack the guts and the will to resist. 

Yet no American who reads these lines will believe that for a single moment. 

Why is it that one almost instinctively knows that we would instead bind our wounds 



an~ bury our dead and rush out to meet the enemy? Yes, that we would rush out 

pell-mell, cackling horribly and almost gleefully, wielding every weapon at our 

~ 
command, even using pitchforks, ballpin haJilllf1.'s and billiard cues when all else failed. 

This is said not as a comforting~ flag waving, a maudlin,.._~ 

of cheap patriotism: today's pressures of reality are too near and grim to waste 

time at that sort of business. Nor is this situation a mere True Science flight 

into fantasy. Have not recent events in Korea and elsewhere at last ripped the 

blinders from our eyes? Is not massed savagery indeed on the prowl? And are not 

we here in America the chief spoilers and therefor e the chief target? Yes, 

Civilization has already tottered to the stumps of her knees--but she is not 

yet down. In these seething times it is well, while yet we might, to calmly 

explore just why we know in our hearts that we would fight like the very turnbolts 

of Hell if any people ever invaded us. Wh/:, do we know this? 

* * * 
Twice before in out collective memories millions of Americans obediently left 

their farms and lathes and offices and ball games and Saturday night drunks and 

sailed to foragn lands t bousands of miles away and 

people relatively like themselves. And for what? 

there vigorously fought a 
~.IL 

For a mere idea. ii this ~ 
A 

most remarkable? These abstractions had various resounding names: "Make the 

World Safe for Democracy," 11 Preserve the Fo~ Freedoms," "Remember Pearl Harbor, 11 

"Defend Our Pacific Ramparts. 11 Remember? Yet no/ one has ever said that these 

young Americans did not fight bravely and "die well, 11 a$ that macabre saying goew. 

Today t housands of Americans are again fighting and freezing and dying still 

farther away, and doing it for an even (intellectually speaking) more tenuous 

abstraction: to enforce the mandates of a new international organization devoted 

to the twin abstractions of freedom and international justice; the United Nations, 

of course. One may, if one wishes, quarrel with this last military enterprise. 



Many Americans have. But this is not the place. It is enough here to say that, 

despite all the doubts and divisions and reservations and objections, thous:::_d~ ~ 

of outnumbered American~ fact out there fighting an implacable fi,f/l!l 

fighting him like chilled lions. 
A 

Defense of home and hearth are everywhere recognized to be among the small 

list of basic primal instincts of man, These are indubitably things men will 

really fight for. As one of our average Neanderthal Congressmen mgith put it, 

"Defense of Oriental rice paddie11 seven thousand miles away is not even on the 

goddam list." But still we are doing it. Afid .mum none of us who live has 

ever had to defend his own hearth and home--yet. May God grant that we may never 

have to. 

But as for our biding enemy, may he possess the low animal cunning to read 

the signs well--and beware. 
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Let's play a grim parlor game: How wottx~the American peopl)\react in the 

f,"&~·~~2..::::1~ ~~ 4.-~. 
/\No lI ing American has ev~;-f;ught in the defense of United States soil. / 
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Americans have not had to so defend American soil since the)le-.i:o Yl'a1. How would ;;z 

our troops and civilian population behave ~-~?~3uering hordes of fanatic enemy 
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troops descended upon u wake of repeated atomic bombings? We do not <16 ~ 
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ce ••• know the{answer- here are those stou~patriots who wili doub~ess 
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rise to 1. !l&J?:i:li-"ooil that the question is ever asked./\ They iMf' line -. the 
~~~~ ~ 

left .i=.muskets ... Yet it is a fair question, a pressing question, and one that 
. A ~.z;.~k.,,...n., 

?g~forward -orc~m~ eal during any hour of any day. Any hour of any day. 

One still remember~'7i.1•s ringing phrases after Dunkerque, as be 

enjoined t,+i~~~i fight along the beaches, upon the streets, and in the 

alleys ••. One need not confess bein~ a blazing Anglophile to somehow guess 
<i~ 

how that~cbhesivenJI! island peop31<ould have r:}cted~ Yet one can indeed build 
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a plausi ly dim picture of what we Americans would do. Th~ argume!Tt')_runs some-
~ I\ f(' ~ 

thing like this: We/'are a polygot people; deep cleavages exist among us: racial, 

religious, economic, and political. We harbor large groups of restless, rankling 

minorities; our machine and lathe civilization has sapped our powers of make-do 
-••.at~,w.,l,, ~ ~ . 

and improvisationf~e:'.-are a listless, ~ people; ourf,ass mediums of so-called 
~,J,.4;tz..,,__ 

culture and entertainment ha~e/\dulled ~ur gualities of imagination and responsibility. 

In short, we lack the guts and,-11 to resist. 

Yet no American who reads these lines will believe that for a single moment. 
~ 

Why is it that one almost instinctively knows that we would bin9 ~~ wounds and bury 
~ ~ A. "d"'"-~~ 

our dead and rush out to meet the emeny? ~we would rush out,\ cackling horribly 

and almost gleefully, wielding every weapon at our canmand, even using pitchforks) 

ballpin hammers and billiard cues when all else failed• 
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/ ll'!Al1!t,i,,rs a mere True Science flight into fantasY.f Have not recent events "' 
/\ / I 

in Korea and elsewhere ~ ; last ripP.ed the blinders from our ~Ee!? Js not massed 
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sava~ery indeed on the prowl? fes,: C,, ivviillization ~ .,.the stumps of her knees--
~ A ~ 

but she is not yet down. In these seething times it is well, while~ might, to 

" calmly explore just why we know in our hearts that we would fight like the very 

~ .-,) t~_olts of Hell if any people ever invaded u ~ his i~ ;i:Jr'beneieei as a .~,,t uf 
~~••9&, ---~ A /Y':-) _,-::,,,,::;:,•••>•• in flag waving,.,,, a maudlil~;;:i'.""" o cheap pa~ i:;:T~ ~ ) 

\..._ ~J~res of reality are too near and grim ~ 1;~ "to ~~r..U""" ~ 
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* * * 
Twice before in our collective memories millions of Amer¥a~s o~ediently ~ ~ 
~~~~+~'6-~~~~~~~ 
~~y coostr.ucted boats aRQ-sailed to foreign lands thousands of miles ~ 

away and the~people relatively like themselves. Ad for what? ~~ 
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a mere idea. Is this not most remarkable? The~ abstractions had variou~ names: 

"Make the World Safe for Democracy," "Preserve the Four Freedoms!>" "Remember 

Pearl Harbor," "Defend Our Pacific Ramparts."~~~r •~ 

these young Americans did not fight bravely and 'tiie }'well" as t~ saying .) /\ 
goes . 

Today thousands of Americans are again fighting and freezing and stt¼l dying . ~ ~ 

~ arther away for an even (intellectually speaking) more tenuous abstract i on: to 
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enforce the mandates of a new international organization devoted to the twin 
,. '.,J-~ . 

abstractions of freedom and'fea.u; the. United tfations,' o-; course. One may, if one 
~~ ~· ZA 

wishes, quarrel with this lTst military enterprise.A But ffl"N" is not the place• .w,. 

ail ov aif£ereoces - It is enough ~ o say that, despite all the doubts and ~ 

reservations and objections, thousan~ of out~umbered Americans are in fact out 
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there fighting an implacable fo]\like chilled lions. 
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Written by 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

WHEN THE CHIPS ARE 001/IJ--WHAT? 

RADIO NEWS FLASH: "Within the hour 
enemy aircraft penetrated the contin­
ental radar and air defenses of the 
United States from the northwest and 
dropped an unknovm quantity of atomic 
bombs. Reports are as yet conflicting 
and confused, but it is believed certain 
that the vital Soo Locks in northern 
Michigan were completely destroyed; that 
important steel-producing communities in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania were devastated; 
and that portions of Washington, D. C. 
were likewise destroyed. According to 
an unconfirmed report of a radio ham, 
the enemy planes appear to have overshot 
Washington and instead bombed the vicinity 
of Silver Spring, Md. Emergency aid is 
being rushed to the stricken areas. It 
is now known that the President survived 
the raid uninjured and is presently some­
where in Virginia. He asks the people 
to remain calm in this grave emergency. 
He will speak to the nation by radio in 
a few moments. Please stand by. 11 

RADIO NEWS FLASH: "Warning! A second 
large wave of enemy planes is reported 
now crossing western Canada apparently 
again headed for the Great Lakes region. 
The Defense Department has just con­
firmed recent unofficial reports that 
large armies of the enemy are poised 
for invasion across the Bering Straits 
separating Alaska and Russian Siberia. 
Counter measures are being taken. Keep 
calm." 

RADIO NEWS FLASH (three days later): 
"Thousands of enemy troops are para­
chuting down at various points in the 
United States from coast to coast. The 
invasion of the Alaskan peninsula is now 
in its third day. The Department of 
Defense estimates that upwards of two 
million enemy troops have already 
landed on this continent and are en­
gaging our outnumbered and retreating 
forces." 

* * 



Let's play a grim parlor game: Let's try to guess how the American people 

would react in the face of such a ghastly situation as we have here imagined. 

Will recent American history help us? Not much. No living American has 

ever fought in the defense of United States soil. Americans have not had to so 

defend American soil since the War of 1812; nor have they fought on American 

soil since the Civil War. How would our troops and civilian population behave 

if conquering hordes of fanatic enemy troops descended upon us in the wake of 

repeated atomic bombings? We must conclude that we do not know the sure 

answer--yet--simply because we have never had to face such a situation. There 

are those stout patriots who will doubtless rise to an indignant boil that the 

question is even asked. Fine. They will please form a line on the left and be 

issued muskets ... Yet it is a fair question, a pressing question, and one that 

in some related form might henceforward becane very real during any hour of any 

day. Any hour of any day. 

One still remembers Churchill's ringing phrases after Dunkerque, as he en­

joined a British people at bay to fight along the beaches, upon the streets, an 

in the alleys ... One need not confess being a blazing Anglophile to somehow 

guess how that cohesive island people would have reacted. Yet one can inaeed 

build a plausibly dim picture of what we Americans would do. Just listen to 

our domestic prophets of doom and decay. The argument runs something like this 

We Americans are a polygot people; deep cleavages exist among us: racial, 

religious, economic, and political. We harbor large groups of restless, 

rankling minorities; our machine and lathe civilization has sapped our powers 

of make-do and improvisation. We are a listless, confused and weary people; 

our mediocre mass mediums of so-called culture and entertainment have gradually 

dulled our qualities of imagination and responsibility. In short, we lack the 

guts and the will to resist. 

Yet no American who reads these lines will believe that for a single 

moment. Why is it that one almost instinctively knows that we would instead 

bind our wounds and bury our dead and rush out to meet the enemy? Yes, that we 

would rush out pell-mell, cackling horribly and almost gleefully, wielding 

every weapon at our command, even using pitchforks, ballpin hammers and billiar 

cues when all else failed. 

- 2 -
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This is said not as a comforting exercise in flag waving, a maudlin 

massage of cheap patriotism: today's pressures of reality are too near and 

grim to waste time at that sort of business. Nor is this situation a mere 

True Science flight into fantasy. Have not recent events in Korea and else­

where at last ripped the blinders from our eyes? Is not massed savagery in­

deed on the prowl? And are not we here in America the chief spoilers and there 

fore the chief target? Yes, Civilization has already tottered to the stumps 

of her knees-but she is not yet down. In these seething times it is well, 

while yet we might, to calmly explore just why we know in our hearts that we 

would fight like the very turnbolts of Hell if any people ever invaded us. 

Why do we know this? 

* * * 
Twice before in our collective memories millions of Americans obediently 

left their farms and lathes and offices and ball games and Saturday night drunk 

and sailed to foreign lands thousands of miles away and there vigorously fought 

a people relatively like themselves. And for what? For a mere idea. Isn't 

all this most remarkable? These abstractions had various resounding names: 

"Make the World Safe for Democracy," "Preserve the Four Freedoms," "Remember 

Pearl Harbor," "Defend Our Pacific Ramparts. 11 Remember? Yet no one has ever 

said that these young Americans did not fight bravely and "die well," as that 

macabre saying goes. 

Today thousands of Americans are again fighting and freezing and dying 

still farther away, and doing it for an even (intellectually speaking) more 

tenuous abstraction: to enforce the mandates of a new international organiza­

tion devoted to the twin abstractions of freedom and international justice; 

the United Nations, of course. One may, if one wishes, quarrel with this last 

military enterprise. Many Americans have. But this is not the place. It is 

enough here to say that, despite all the doubts and divisions and reservations 

and bbjections, thousands of outnumbered Americans are in fact out there 

fighting an implacable foe--and fighting him like chilled young lions. 

Defense of home and hearth are everywhere recognized to be among the small 

list of basic primal instincts of man. These are indubitably things men will 
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really fight for. As one of our average Neanderthal Congressmen might put it, 

"Defense of Oriental rice paddies seven thousand miles away is not even on the 

goddarn list. 11 But still we are doing it. And none of us who live has ever had 

to defend his own hearth and home-yet. May God grant that we may never have 

to. 

But as for our biding enemy, may he possess the low animal cunning to 

read the signs well-and beware. 
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• WHFll THE CHIPS ARE 00\~--WHAT? 

RADIO NEWS FLASH t 11With1n the hour 
enemy a1roratt penetrated the contin­
ental radar and air defenses ot the 
United States tram the northwest and 
dropped an unknown quantit;y ot atomic 
bombs. Reports are as yet conflicting 
and contused, b~t it is believed certain 
that the vital Soo Locks 1n northern 
Michigan were completely destroyed; that 
important steel-prodQcing commwiities in 
Ohio and enns7lvania were devastated; 
and that. portions ot ashington, D. C. 
·were likewise destroyed. According to 
an unconfirmed report ot a radio ham, 
the en9m1" plane~ appear to have overshot 
·1ashington and instead banbed the vicinity 
ot Silver Spring, d. Emergency aid ii 
being rushed to the stricken areas. It 
is now known that the President survived 
the raid uninjured and is presently some­
where 1n Virginia. He asks the people 
to remain calm in this grave emergency. 
He will speak to the nation by radio in 
a few moments. Please stand by. 11 

RADIO NEJiS FLASH: "Waming ! A second 
large wave or en~ planes io reported 
now crossing westem Canada apparently 
again h~ded tor the Great Lakes region. 
The Defense Department has just con­
firmed recent unotticial reports that 
large armies ot the ene~ are poised 
tor invasion across the Bering Straits 
separating Alaska e.nd Russian Siberia. 
Cowiter measures are being taken. Keep 
calm.." 

RADIO NEWS FLASH ( three da1s later): 
"Thousands ot enemy- troops are para­
chuting down at various points in the 
United States from coast to coast. The 
invasion or the Alaskan peninsula is now 
in its third day. The Department ot 
Defense estimates that upwards of two 
million en91D1' troops have already 
landed on thie continent and are en­
gaging our outnumbered and retreating 
.forces." 

* * 



Let' a play a grim parlor game: Let's try to gueaa how the American people 

would react in the tace ot such a ghastl1 situation aa we have here imagined. 

Will recent American history help us'? Not much. No living American ha 

ever fought in the defense of United States eoil . .Americans have not had to so 

detend American soil since the War ot 1812; nor have they fought on American 

soil since the Civil War. How would our troops and civilian population behave 

it conquering hordes ot fanatic enemy troops descended upon us in the wake o! 

repeated atomic bombings? We must conclude that we do not know the sure 

anawer-1et--simply because we have never had to tace such a situation. There 

are those stout patriots who will doubtless rise to an indignant boil that the 

question is even asked. Fine. They will please torm a line on the left and be 

issued mu.skets... Yet it is a tair question, a preeaing question, and one that 

in some related torm might hence! orward becane very real during any hour ot any 

da7. Any hour ot any day. 

One still remembers Churchill's ringing phrases after Dunkerque, as he en­

joined a British people at bay to tight along the beaches, upon the streets, an 

in the alleys... One need not confess being a blazing Anglophile to somehow 

guess how that cohesive island people would have reacted. Yet one can indeed 

build a plausibly dim picture of what we Americans would do. Just listen to 

our domestic prophets o! doom and decay. The argument rWls something like this 

We Americans are a polygot people; deep clea,vages exist among us: racial, 

religious, economic, and political. We harbor large groups ot restless, 

rankling minorities; our machine and lathe civilization has sapped our powers 

of make-do and improvisation. We are a listless, confused and weary people; 

our mediocre mass mediums of so-called culture and entertainment have gradually 

dulled our qualities ot imagination and responsibility. In short, we lack the 

guts and the 1lill to resist. 

Yet no American who reads these lines will believe ~ for a single 

moment. Why 1a it that one almost instinctively knows that we would instead 

bind our woW1da aM bury our dead and rush out to meet the enemy'? Yes, that we 

would rush out pell-mell, cackling horribly and almost gleefully, wielding 

every weapon at our ooanand, even using pitcbtorks, ballpih hammers and billiar 

cuee •hen all elee tailed. 

- 2 -



Thie is said not as a comtort.ing exercise in flag waving, a maudlin 
~"fk.,ci£,, 

massag~ot cheap patriotism: today's pressures of reality are too near and 

grim to waste time at that sort ot busine:,s. Nor is this situation a mere 

True Science flight into tantasy. Have not recent events in Korea and else­

where at last ripped the blinders trom our eyes? Is not massed savager,- in­

deed on the prawl? And are not we here in America the chief spoilers and there 

tore the chief target? Yes, Civilization has already tottered to the stumps 

ot her knees-but she is not yet down. In these seething times it is well, 

while yet we might, to calmly explore just why we know in our heart.a that we 

would tight like the vecy turnbolts ot Hell it an: people ever invaded us. 

Why do we know this? 

* 
Twice betore in our collective memories millions or Americana obediently 

lett their farms and lathes and ottioes and ball games and Saturday night drunk 

and aailed to toreign lands thousands of .&iiles away and there vigorously fought 

a people relatively like themselvee. And tor what? For a mere idea. Isn't 

all this most remarkable? These a.bstraotions had various reeoanding names: 

"Make the World Sate tor Democracy-," ''Preserve the Four FreedOJDa," "Remember 

Pearl Harbor," "Defend Our Pac1tic Ramparts. 11 Remember? let no one has ever 

said that these 1oung Americans did not tight bravely and "die well•" as that 

macabre saying goee. 

Today thousands ot Americans are again lighting and treesing and dying 

still farther away, and doing it tor an e~en (intellectually apeaking) more 

tenuous abstraction: to enforce the .mandates o! a new intemational organiza­

tion devoted to the twin abstractions ot treedom and international Justice; 

the United Nations, of course. One ma.y, it one wishes, quarrel with this last 

.rdlitar1 enterprise. Many Americans have. But this is not the place. It is 

enough here to aay that, despite all the doubts and divisions and reservations 

and bbjectiona, thousands ot outnumbered Americana are in tact out there 

fighting an implacable toe-and lighting him like chilled 7oung lions. 

Defense ot home and beartb are everywhere recognized to be among the small 

liat ot basic primal instincts or man. These are indubitably thing• men will 
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reallJ fight tor. As one ot our a•vage Neanderthal Congressmen might put it, 

11De!enae ot Oriental rice 

goddam liet ~ 11 Bu.t still we are doing it. 

to defend his own hearth and home-yet. 

to. 

away is not even on the 

And none or us who live haa ever had 

May God grant that we may never have 

But as for our biding enemy, may he possess the low animal cunning to 

read the signs well-and beware. 
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