
From: History of the Upper Peninsula of I ichigam, published by 

The Western Historical Company, of Chicago, in 1883. 

BiographicaJL sketch section of Ishpeming , page 451: 

"N. Voelker, saloon, was born in Prussia, Germany, May 8, 1820; 

emigrated to America in 1845, and came to Lake Superior the same year; 

arrived September 8 at Copper Harbor, and engaged in mining; was there 

four years, then went to Sault Ste. Marie; was there two years; then went 

to Eagle River where he kept hotel and was in business there unti11857; 

then went to Ontonagon and engaged in the brewing business, and was there 

until 1866. 

"Then came to Negaunee and carried on the butcher and brewing 

business three years; in 1869, he came to Ishpeillling and engaged in the 

mercantile business for two years; in 1871 went west and located in Salt 

Lake City, and enga ged in mining; was there t wo years and in 1873 returned 

to Ishpeming and since then has been engaged in the w~lesale and reta11 

selling of beer. 

"He is one of the oldest settlers of the Upper Peninsula; has held 

the office of alderman. He married Miss Kathrina Zeiem in Cleveland, Ohio, 

June 15, 1846. She was born in Prussia. They have four children--George, 

Nellie, Matilda and Joseph; lost one son--Jacob." 

(You probably have all this material. anyway, but I tho\,\ght it 

mi ght be interesting for you to supplement your om genealogical records.) 

Ken Boyer 





The early immigrant settlers of the polygot U.P. were 

mostly French-Canadians, ¢English (particularly the Cornish) 

~~ ~(J.ptz.ve~'tu,,1.1 
and the Iris~ , followedAby the Finns, Scandinavians and 

t.. J' 

Italians, along with a f airish dash of Scots, Gennans and 

llllll miscellaneous "mittel" Europeans to leaven the yeasty dough. 

~~ 
This dough .is nowfaetty well kneaded;,~ and baked 

a, ,«f'IA,,;.,Z:vl,/.,(..A- h>~i. , .... rbP' 

into that friendly, prickly, hard-working, hard-playing 
J\ 

individual who presently lives in the beloved U. P. J (One 

today~ ll? of U. P. highsc&ool athletes named 

" (h,,,I~ 
Reginald Michael Millimaki without batting an eye.) n"Je1oved 

. ; /J. (\ 

~ --~ U. P." ~extravagance, as the average dweller there wouldn't 

trade forty acres of mortgaged cut-over jackpine for a warranty 

deed to the Fisher Building. The U. P. may be distant and~~ 

~~ 
i:lils- climate~, 

I\ ) 

m'«Atb., 
its mosquitoes ravenous and its economics 

" chancy and haywire-but the born and bred U. P. dweller simply 

~ 
Those who have 



Last of all the Peninsula possesses three of nature's 

the white-tailed deer, the ruffed grouse(~_ . 

~ -~ 

and the~brook trout. (Alas, blind pursuit of the latter has kept ~e' 
.P. ~ ~ 

\; 
~ 

noblest creations: 

this native from himself observing some of the attractions 
I ~ A 

here r:::· .~ c~~711er wild game also 

abound,Abut tales of ~ n-eat~:01.ves are greatly e§agget>ag 
I\ \ -

~ t¥tJ 
so because old4 trapperAf.banny 

,, -p,v- i 
exaggerated. One knows this is 

McGIDnirnt~~1 a U, 

the Mather Inn in Ishpeming. 

P. seminar on the subject at 

~r 
After. listenin~ the learned 



~ the beautiful Gogebic range, adjoined by colorful • -~ 

Hurley; the impressive iron and copper mining ar~ ;~~~/4 
~ A -~ 

the _sc~r/~~-and hundreds of beautif,u~ hills and~ s an~ w ad Pi \ 

~ ~ ~., 
(' lakes and rivers and ponds and streams and beaver dams which e: 

• _,l ,l,a,~ ~ ~t .; 
everywhere ab: a, 2 tall forJr,f!!!$i,/::Jf'~s [, 
and endlessly;~ scenery~~ tab./L.kz,~~ f 

.A,~1' / \ r-= A, ... •• 
~~t:,, 

fi, 

~~ 

T 
~~ 
l l 



ul, ~ ~ 
Since any/I chamber of commerce wuld promptly~anis~t 

ii SB,::;;e-.lF c.d r ~ 
~/',native whofl.dared ~ about the place without extolling 

• ~ .. ~ tP ~ 
its tourist glories, one ~;tens to :!rwa -MAi' some of them) ~ ~.J;"-1/..a.T 

;,:u f\ A ~ 
1 ~ other chambers of commerce will doubtless li:it • • o" ~ t!J-

/\ I~ ~tru,P:,~~.~ 
t unea9) ah banis~ for anyA e~ cd--f There i ~ of course, ~ 

the mighty Mackinaw Bridge itself and venerable St. Ignace 

and its 
~~~_j 

surrounding history-drenched islan~ then the teeming 

Soo locks, accounting for more tonnage (and exposed film) than 

any other lock in the world, not excepting Panama and Suez; 

then the colorful Tahquamenon river and f alls near Newberry, 

thoughtfully provided by Nature as a ~1::..✓ft~~'//1,p 
~~ ~~~ 

tourists ~rcsta tically hur 1 their/I empty • bottles; the 

la fabulous sandstone Pictured Rocks near Munising1 ~00ler f i b 
.. j 

..-ee .... ..,ded._ theF-life refugJ !M -• ........ .....,d), 

t 
71 

l \t 

the mighty iron-ore loading docks near Escanaba and at Marquette)~-

th), smoky and broodiug-and yet unspoiled-Porcupine Mountains \ 

lying beyond historic Ontonagon; the colorful Copper County and 

~ 
the breathtaking water-hemmed Keweenaw Peninsula wir.tek P\Hli straight 

Jr,.. 

into 
~ 

the sea; the lonely forested jewel of Isle Royale lying far 
A ) 

6 

, 
~ 



Mining and lumbering has long been and still is the 

heartblood of the U. P., without which the area would doubtless 

~ 6;, 
revert to the Indians. Connnercial fishing once i,±a.;r:@Q a modest ~ ',J 

{\ "' ~ 
mr,!i:"~ this heaz tbl:ooa-, until along came the;~e;S 

~- • J.... ~ I~ ~ NtU">~ 
~.,.;~pr' ~ -~--,, ...... a..~ .. 

aRa a r ti J lad and killed the fishit But of late year~ ~ -

and especially since the advent of the new Mackinac Bridge, 

~1fM41.AA,s,~IPV 
the u. P. is rapidly becoming widely known as a vacation and 

o1" _. ~ftJV'7-Nt~---~~ 
resort area/J.i unique in the natio,.,, l1o~tcet am! SW@1c,w ' ~- . 

Consequently more and more the droll/I science of parting the \ \ · 

tourist rapidly from his buck is being studied by the resourceful ~ 

descendants of the sturdy pioneers who first permanently settled 

? ~ 

the Peninsula. Tonnages arl\~ to tourists; board feet to~~ 

@/~- boardwalks. !/1u-~t,./~Jdl~~AM1,. 
A 

5 



It is also not generally known th e people[\ we 

in greater Flint than in the entire Peninsula, which roughly 
A 

comprises one-third the area of the state. Nor that many 

points in the Peninsula are farther from Detroit than the 

latter is from~ points~ on the Atlantic seaboard. 
/\ 

4 



X 
already exploring the U. P. about the time the Pilgrims 

~/-~~ 
were landing at Plymoutlv- btfil,~ Jetggpty prospectors, fur 

r}.vv-<f J 
traders and de: M~ men of God. Before the Revolution the 

~ • /\ w-lJ 

(\ 
British were also prowling the area, being ~ I~ more 

·"' 
w.i:rrgie=urf::iitledl,, concerned with enriching Britannia than 

l:J,n{, ~ ~ 
extolling the glory of 1!!Ae L~N. One of these earl'l\4ill...,.._.lili!I 

- spent a winter ~ryin1, ,,,.;,a, to m~~~µef ~ 
+-''" ~-a;a.1£1 lili'i~~ ~-

the famou"j\ copper boulder at Ontonago~, - • A • "t 
~ 'tv ,, 

the Smithsonian InstituteA Detrt t wasi not esta lish~u til 1701, 

ofliv ~ ~ ~:-W114 UJrr ~ ~- N i:. 
....,,. Cadilla"A, .,., •• , •••al cJ :.,, HOF '""' • """')l,r--roo, the U. p • ~ t 
fort at St. Ignace,F,, °'f l&.:t~, f::;_:f:t: -,,.,'._* 

{' ~ - w/Jv~~ ~ 
(Of course every school child.- !mows that the intrepid l~ 

~t~ pf/w~ ~ 'ttv,t/tio t 
Cadillac stole his name ft~ jrl,==fotor car!I /Jti;;~ - ~ t 
"'--~J } • " 

3 



glee when shortly thereafter large copper and iron deposits 

were discovered on the U. P. rivalling in richness any then 

known on the hemisphere. The shunned ugly duckling had turned 

into a fabulous golden-haired princess. -<fhc as if a l\er,m 

~ ~ f11 ~ (J. ~-.1/-YlV>-
~ r:/fJW'W' ,.,. state politiciansApreened themselves as the rugged U. P. 

(' /\ £&JS.. ,.,_ 

thereafter became a vast horn of plenty)pouring_ mineral and 

~/ 
forest riches out upon its/\adoptive parent "down below." 

(j/- Fewer people know, however, that in the long glance of history 

the U. P. was explored, fought over and -to l!eme e1itoat settled ~ 

ttv~ ~ e ,·aJ, 
long before lower Michigan came into its own. The French were 

A A ~ 







The U. P. 

The Upper Peninsula of Michigan-simply U.P. to its ~I 

inhabitants--is a wild, harsh and broken land, beautiful beyond~ ,_. 

rlf$lhp¥JJ-.IJEr A •
1 

~ :!4_9!. on the sol}therly rim of the great Canadian pre-

Cambrian shield of North America ~the oldest rocks ~ /;J,; ~ome of , 

in the world ~ sed here, like stfained and ancient 

~ad., 
rnol7ormd on the relentless hone of many past glaciers, 

the lastt)in its slow convulsive retrea,/leaving the region 

a vast jumble of hills and swamps and forest and endless 

waterways. Two of the greatest of the Great Lakes pound and 

~~ 
lap its rugged shores, Michigan and Superior, the 

world's largest 
~iJ-JI 

and / oldest inland sea. It 

lakes that the Indians of pre-history first ventured into the ~ 

Peninsula, ultimately followed by the early French and 

tk,~ . • 
English, and then the innnigrant Americans, ,wdrt::::;:;:!,God ft - .,,._ - • 

and pestilence alike ft(¥{:~ p~ eluctant heathen, 

c::1119 thoughtfully felling their forests, digging their ore, 

~~~/;." ( • 
catching their fish ~ trapping and sl 

battered 
finally corralling the/remnants 

I 



Mining and 

of the U. J 
~ A to the Indians. 

.J...v t -' ,iw),;,J 
lumbering ~long been,.the k.exx:iki: heartblood ~~~~---- • 

would .-. doubtles}. tti,. 
A 1.-l. .m~~-

cornmercia1 fishing once played :i--t-s part~ 
I\. 

~ 
.AM-- pumping this heartblood, until along - the lamprey and 

A 

drew the blood and killed the fish. But of late years, and 

~ 
especially since thi\ c : ; lo ,.u, ~ new Mackinac Bridge, the 

U. P .~ is ra pid:y becomin~ known as a 

~ MN ~ J 
and resort area, both in wiri: er and summer., ,...,.. ... ~and more 

the droll scien:. of ~parting the tourist~ uck 

~ A tft r~ 
is being studied by the ~~a~ descendants of~ 1csouxcc~dl 

I' 

pioneers who first permanently the Peninsula. 

:8ee1tct:ee1 uad ~nnages are bowing to touristsj ~ ~ t 
/1 



Since any chamber of conunerce would promptly banish any 

t;;:.~ ,~~ 
u. P. native who dared write about the~ without~ 

~~ A /\ 
its tourist glories, one l!te:o4'il.3' observe/ some of them. 

-IP {\ 
~ 

(Still other cambers of commerce will doubtless likewise 
/\. 

contemplate banishment for any omitted.) There is of course, 

a.-
the mighty Mackina}llridge itself and venerable St. Ignace 

and its surroudding history-drenched o4'P~i4'o islands; 

then the teeming Soo locks, accounting for more tonnage (and 

exposed film) than any other lock in the world, not excepting 

~ 
Panama and Suez; then the color 1 Tahquamenon river and falls 

~. ~~~~ 
near Newberry, into wluc~ecstatically hurl-~~ N 
..a.. bottJ.h; the fabulous sandstone Pictured Rocks near 

Munising (color film recommended); the Seney wild-life refuge{ /)'t1' ~ 
~),: 

/, the mighty ir;;:;,:r'!!:I dock -,,..;nd ~ t 

Marquette) - /\ brf:l:; grn, oiO:' :::;;,iti;;,u~ ,-L ~ 
Mountains lying beyon~Ontonagon; the/\breathtaking water-

henuned Keweenaw Peninsula which runs st~ght _.. into the sea; 

the lo"$,orested jewel of Isle RrJ:;f; , lyins}!:.:in Lake 

~ ~P-1~~,..~~;~~ 
::;;J;;r;;_ve iron;;;,o:; rlng _araas; - ~. 

scores and hundreds of beautiful wooded lakes and rivers and ~ 
A A ~ 

ponds and streams and beaver dams which~ with ~ 

their forests and falls and springs and endless benumbing scenery. 
ft ~ 



1{ Last of all the Peninsula possesses three of nature's noblest 

creations: the white-tailed deer, the ruffed grouse, and the 

~ J,, .,~,/4µ-
brook trout. (Alas'(\ pursuit of the latter ha~ 1,J,ind~uis 

~ 
••Hg "" ••••• .. ~ from himself observing some of th:;:~ ,._j,., 

u. P. attractions here recounted.) Bears/ and coyotes also 
A 

abound, but r;n1e ekauila aail 1l~•1!! tales of man-eating wolves 

~A,J.4-Q ~ 
are greatly exaggerated. One knowsj\.because --.a,g.ac1~~ 

JJf: ·td'fh ~ ..,.;, 
~ t:::..1 ~ •·, Danny McGinnis 1recently attended a U. P. xilllirlx seminar on 

v~ ~ (;, • 

After/\ the learned assemblage..._. delive,# 

~ ~ itself pro and con, Danny rose up and endea the eelM.RW' 

~ I A 

the subject 

/l as follows: 

by a wolf is 

"Any man :ix in this room who says he was et 

~ ~,/,at--~, 
a Mft~e& liar!~ 'Zukifl'tk, J.v1 

A A 



~"' The early immigrant settlers of th'}\. U. P. werAFrench-

-a.-, ~ 
C nadians,~English (particularly the Cornish) an';tirish, 

followed by the Finns, Scandinavians and Italians, along with 

a fairish dash of iiE:m::tJdc Scots, Germans and miscellaneous 

' This "mittel Europeans, to leaven the yeasty dough. 

w,,J._/Jtt/d 
~e~t dough is now pretty well kneaded and mixed into 

/\ 

that friendly-;;:;.ljhard-working, hard-playing in; 

Wo presentl)l..i..clh ln the::::;• P.(one toda';reads{\ 

of u. P. highschool athletes~ Reginald Michael Millimaki 
{\ "' " "') u,.v. 

without batting an eye_y "Beloved• is no extravagance, as 

~A 
the average~ dweller wouldn't trade forty acres of ~ 

cut-over jackpine'to:! ~rranty deed to the Fisher Building. 

" ~ The U. P. may be distant,\ its climate harsh, its mosquitoes ~~ 

~ its economics ch~ncy and haywir~-:ut the born and ~ ~. 

~ ~wlc-o ~ ~~ f Jr~· dwel~er/1.wouldn't live anywhere else./1.n•a A I· ::Ka.; t 
blood. M~y that ""Y• :cl. 



I 

The Upper P~ of lichi 

by 

Jo D. Voelker 

T e Upper .Pen.inaula of Micliig simply u. P. to its inhabit t - is a 

w..Lld, Mrs and roken land l.Ji,ng on the south 

Ca.nadian pre-uamnrian shield of North :immca. 

et rim of the er t 

of the ldest rock 

in th w~ld lie exposed here, like stain and cient molar rub ed d 

ground n the relentless hon of aa old proceasion f gla.ci rs, the 

last in it slow convulsiTe retreat lea.Ting the regi nst j le of 

hills and swamps arid forests and end.leas terwa.11. Two of the great st 

of the Gr t Lakes pc.uiid d lap the Pceninsula's rugg-1 shores, Mic· an 

and Superior, the latter the world'• largest and urely- the coldest inland 

sea. 

It was along the coastlines of these vast mid- continental lakes that 

the Indians of pr hiatorr first ventured into the isolated Peninsula, 

ultilllately' followed by the intruding early' French and English, ap.d lastlt 

the innigrant erica.ns, a.11 of these thtuat:i.ng God and pestilence like 

upo the reluctant heathen, thouptf11lly tel.liq their fore ts, digging 

their ore, purauio& and catchiJ&g their fish luid von1en-tolk, trapping 

and slaying their game, and finally herding t ttered re:m.ants of these 

stricken people into unwanted mar&inal areas whimlically' called Indian 

reaenations--vhere their dea~uta today granl.y puney genuine l 

year-old toma.ha'Wks ma.de the winter before to that nstleaa new rican 

gypsy, the II\IIIDel' tourist. 

EYerr school child laiowa that for ;rears nobody wanted to adopt the 

remote and raffish U. P. , and Michigan was at last reluctantly' persuaded. 

to d.o so, covetin& instead, almost to the brink ot ciril var, a modest 

parcel of real estate a.long the Ohio border know. as the "Toledo strip." 

(Far awhile things got so bad that even Congreas had finally to get into 



the act.) This reluctant parenthood turned m!tly to elf-congratulatory 

gl e when sliorti, thereafter large copper and iron deposits were dis-

cOTered on the u. P. rin.lling in ricbnesa arrr then knovn the hemisphere. 

The shunned \lily- ducklin& had turned into a fabul.OllS golden-haired princess. 

The down-state politicians strutted and pNened themselves for their astute

ness as the .rugged u. P. thereafter beca.tlle a Yaat horn of pl.eiJ.ty, pouring 
' 

iid.neral and for"t riehu out upo1' the receptiYet and beaming adoptive parent 

"dow below." 

Fever people know, however, '1lat in the lona &lance ot hi.stor, the 

u. P. was ~ored, fought OTer and settled Iona before lover Michipn 
I 

ever came into its ow. The cm-ioua and intrepid French wre al.Nady ex

ploring tli u. P. abo11t the time the Pilgrinia were landing at Plymouth. 

They were mo1tq proa~ora, fur traders and men of Ood. Before the 

Revolution the practica.1 Brituh wen auo J)l"Olllin& the area, being some

what more concemed with enrichi.ni Brit-unfa than extolling the 1lory ot 

God. One of their early- exploring parties spent a winter trJi.ng to abduct 

the faaoua aolid copper boulder at Ontonagon. Failing that they tried to 

cut it up. Again they tailed., but on);y for la.ck of tool.a rather than zeal, 

and the hiatorio boulder nov npo••• in the Sa:lthaciQ.ian Institute in 

Washington, sate from marauding Britiab and tourists alike. Detroit vaa 

not establiahed until l?Ol. after Cad:IJlac and his party bad coasted down 
' 

in var canoes trc:irn the u. P. tort at St. I&nD-c•• already established tor 

many years. (Of courae fffJrt school child knova that while fcmnd1oc 

Detroit the intrepid Cadillac stole his name ott a parked motor car. 

Before that it vaa Kilroy.) 

It is also not generally known that today more people dwell in greater 

Flint than in the entire Upper Peni,uula • a vast area canprising roughly 

one--third of the state. Nor that many- points ill the Pen.inaul.a are farther 

fl"om Detroit than the latter is tram points on the Atlaritic seaboard. Nor 

that still other points in the P81U.118l.Wl a.ff alaoat aa close to Hudaon•a 

Bay aa they are to the state capital. Nor that prior to the admission ot 

2. 



Alaska Mi~an claimed the hotly cliapited diltinction ot being the longest 

state and possessing the longeet coastline in the Union. But Alaska has 

cballged all that, and »Y, 'Who knova, finally' bring bnnd J 1 ~ nen to Texas. 

Mining and l.umber1ng baa long beeA and still is the heartblood of the 

11. P., without which the ana W\lld doubtless reTert to the IDdiana. C 

mercial fiihi,Qg once alao played a. modest .rupporting role, un~~ came 

th• blood.-auctd.n& l.aii'&pNya and killed thil fiah. low mftl I 8 W ~ 
tA,., /~ 

deatroYi,ngf\laapr.,- has it1elf becau a minor iadustl'Y• But in recent yean, 

and especial.11' since the a.d'Nnt o! the nw Mackinac Bridge, the u. P. ia 

rapidly becaain& vidolt known as a. v.lnter and INlllllff yacation and resort 

area of ·a Id.lad miiC(lle in the nation. Its ftl'1 nmoteneaa and rugged indi

nduality has bec:cae part of !ta~ attraction. One can really' get 

awa:, tram it all. CORSefl\lentlt more and more the droll applied acit111ce of 

parting dle tourist rapid.11' fm bil buck is bein& studied by the resourceful 

deacendant·a ot the sturdy pionoen 'who tint permauntlT settled the 

J>ea:d n•Ua. Tonaagea are finallt bOlfing to touriaUJ board feet to ...., 

bMches and boar'dvalka. The sale of tomaha:wka ia better than ever. 

Since~ u. P. chamber ot caanerc would promptly banish tor treason 

any natin -who dared speak about tho place without utoll.1nc its to.arist 

gloriee, one haatma to liat aou of th•, feartullT mindful that still 

other clwaberl ot c<lmletCe vi:ll doubtleaa al.lo want to baniah biJll fol" any

gloriea that are omitted.. One aigha and bravelT takes the plunge •••• There 

is, of courae, the Id.pt, Macldna,c Bridge itaelf and Taerablo St. Ignace 

and its allft'OWICling hiator,-dNnched ialinda, includ1ng bejewelled and auto

leas H:icldnacJ then the te•!ng Soo lodes, aecoun.tin& tor more tonnage (and 

exposed fillll) than any other lock in<the world, 11ot exceptin& Panama and 

SuesJ then the colorful Tabquaaru)a. river and talla near Newberrr, thought

MlT pronded bf Nature as a place illto vhich itchin&"touriata 1ilAT ecstati

ca.llr hurl their ti.a c:ana and •ptt bottleaJ tluio th• fabulous aandaton 

cliffs known a.a the Pictured Rocks near Muaiainc, tl"Clll the top of which 

monot040ll8 prc,ceHiou of legea.d&ey Iadi.an ll!l'lldens are repited to haYe 

3. 



, 

~ tbanselvea fOJ' le.we and lare aloneJ the apravl.iJJ& Seney wild-lite 

r.tuae, a mom1nent to the idea or c-onaenationJ then the nu.gb:ty iro ore . 
l.oa4:ing docks nea,, Escanaba a.lid at MaJ'lllette., dwarfing e..-. an ocean linerJ . 
the aoq and broodin,-and a• ol thia witini :,et uupoiled-Porcupine 

' 

Moun~ lfiJ;lc ff.rond hiatoric OntOQB4onJ the coloa-ful and bre.thtaking 

CopPfll' Country- al911& ,vith the etull1 briathtakitlg vater--helriled Keweenaw 

Peninaili, running straight into the reatleaa aeaJ the lonw forested 

pin..,.centod jewel ot Isle Roya.le, lying far out 1n take Su~ior, where 

long before the tiJae of Chriat a ._,..ter-ioua tribe ot Indiana bad mined 

the cop~J the beautiful •~flecked ~•bic raqe., adjoined by colorful 

and mu.ch--adTel"tised Rurle.,J the impreasiTe J.r..on and copper m:io:lnc areaa, 

including same ot the deepeat worfdnc• in the worldJ the !llaDT parka a.ncl 

ton.st ire•erve•J the nri~ historic aitea and ancient burial groundaJ 

the Indian arrowheads and man;,- other natiYe geu awl artifact1J and ot 

cwrae, for ·ffery taste, all ta uq :bloaaOlldnc iqeter, lpota and 

asaorted catcb.-pe.any toariat traps. And al.vat• there are the scores awl 

hulidNda of beautiful wood.id hUla and Yaat plaiu and aprill&-fed lakes 

and rinn and pond.a and •tnaaa and llitq> bea.vel" dams which ever,vhel"e 
• 

abound, alOllg with tall vhisper.~ fonau a.ad aplaabin& vaterfalla and 
' . . 

crystal 1prj.nga, hOYend onr by the aoarin.g balcl eagle, the cackling 

loon., the Wlil.riiug duckl, the hawiting whip-poor-will, and other bird.a and 
' ' 

va.tel"fovl, cal~r•• And n-er,,,here there ia the tlldle11q enchanting 1cene17, 
.. . \ ) . . 

all ~11 beautiful, awl tar beyond the reach of the mere inTmted words 

of. man. One has to aee it to belie•• it . . 
' Last of all the Pettinnla poa,.,aea three ot nature's noblest crea-

' 
tic.ma: .th• whi.te-~iled deer, the rutted o-ouae (part~ to the nativH), 

and the eluai•e 'brook trout. (Alaa, bl.ind ~tot the latter ha.a kept 

this u. P. natiYe from himaelt obaeniDc ame ot the other attractions here 
• 

recounted.) Bean and c.o,-otea and ,ma.U., aaae al.ao abound, besides many 

apeciea of gaJle and pan fiah, but ta.lea of aan-enting tlaber volYea are 



,, .. 
greatly' exaggerated. One knoW tliis is so b~uae ou's old trapper friend 

Danny McGimii• ·recently' atteaded au. P. ••1nar on th• aubject at th 

Mather Inn in Iahptmin&• After llatening to the lea.med auenblage inter

ndnablt d.ellnr itaelt, pro and con, parched Danny finally a.rose and tersely' 

concluded the conclaTe as follws I "Al.17 man in thi~ roan vbat sa11 he was 
) 

et by a volf is 'd.a=led. liar! Where in h4ll is the bar?'t 
~ 

The p.rq settlers of the pol;ygot u. P. wen mostly- French-Canadians, 

Eoglish (partic:ulArly the aturiY Coridah) and the ubiquitou.a lriah, fol.lowed 
l 

~imdng shortly after the Ci.-!l War t,f the Finns, ScaQd:lna.Tians and 

Italians, al<mg Yith a fairilh d.aah of Scots, Oerliana and mitcellaneou.a 

"mittel" Buro~ to lea.Ten the yea.sty' do'l&&h• This dOQ&h is nov pretty 

well kneaded and baked in.to a stran&e a.ad wondertul mixture reS1llting in 

that fri~, pri~, batd-vorldlii, bard.-playini individual vho presently 

lives in the belond u. P. (One to4ar ~13' reads-of u. J>. highschool 

athletes named a.ginald. Michael M'11Jh•alc;I t tor exaaple, without eTer batting 

an eye.) Nor ia the pb!"aae "belo'rid U. P. an idle ex:trangance, a.a th 

anrage dweller there would11't trade forty acl'eB of 11M>rtga&ed cut- OTer 

jackpine for a warranty deed to the Fisher BuildJ.AC. The U. P. IDA1 be 

diltant a.ad lone]Jr and harsh of cUilate, its mo"1,dtoea ,aay be rannou.a u 

condors., and i ta econandct c::hnn.q and bAywin-but the om and bred U. P. 

dweller eimJi.1.1'. vouldn.'t liTe anJWeN we. Those WM haTO left ,-earn only' 

to return. 

Old trapi,,I' Dan a7 haTe put hi• finger on tht apell of the U. P. He 

was gone da;r lut •lalW at the forit ot the Connon and Big Dead 

riYera, waidlig tor the effl1.iaa .-1•• ot trout. "Aa the tell& said, this 

here u. P. COUJatiT is kinda Uk• "ur' moonabille-once it hita you, once it 

gits in yout' blood, you're fl.oond, ., ,ou jest can't moYel" 

u. P,. peopl..e are hJJnt that va71 th,,- may reTil• the snow and cold in 

v:1.nter, the~ and heat in•~, and their fate all the t:ime but they 

just can't mare. 

s. 
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