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THE LAW AS A MIRROR OF OUR LIVES 

It is perhaps pardonable that in casting about for 

a subject for today I should have finally drawn upo~ my own 

;rofession -- that of the law. And I am glad that I have, because 

it has given me an opportunity to cohere and more or less rational

ize some tentative thoughts I have had from time to time on what 

I consider to be one of the most significant aspects of the law -

the purely sociologica.l aspects. 

Most laymen are inclined to view the l~w Ma highly 
ttJ-· /h~•14'-~t-'4' -~, • 

artificial and technical subjec-tJ-- t o vie la books such as ~hese 

as a sort of comp re seed , ca tacombe w~: •aa!n £ ie ,:~~.;:i.,.i,;•~ mw ~ 
hopes of forgotten generations, smotheredAin/technical language~ 

of 11 whereas' n and "provided-how-evers" and allf the rest of the/t legal 
t,4 

clap-trap. And we po~ wyers! Popular fancy has~a group of 

~ing vulture i who}. occasional~ houlish swoops into these ,a-6'Vnt.L, 

~ oks in search of some bit of ~ Alegal driftwood with which to 

confound our opponents
1
and throw the scales of justice into a tailspin. 

Now for some fof these popular views the lawyers have no 

one to blame but themselves. Any honest thinking lawyer is the first 

to admit that his legal house needs a thorough cleansing, if not 

an entire wrecking and re-building. But that is another subject, and 

I assure you that a discussion o~Juld or~ you infin;;;:f~more 

than the one I have chosen -- ifJ you still believe tha~ iA"toe poss-

~ ible,. wbeft I a:i:B- &eRa. 

1~¢/ii,itt,ltti~~~ 
Most laymen too often fail to recognize tha t the law is 

closely and inevitably bound up with our lives -- your lives and my 

life--; that the law did not spring up like Topsy, full blown and 

craving for watermelon, but that it represents a slow ~nd painful 

growth; a sort of progressive etching of all humanity, reflecting~# 

the changing current of our habits, our thoughts, our fashions, our 

morals -- or perchance our want of morals. 



Law reflects life! Kindly permit me an extravagantly 
-~~rl 

elementary example of the growth of law;J\how it FOLLOWS humanity. 

Imagine if you can a group of adults transported to some distant 

island~~~~ deprived of any memory of what had gone 

be~(,not omit~ the market crash of 1 29.~ • .I!!!!!! you would have 

a society without any man-made law. But life would go on,- and 

soon the rumbling, whining vehicle of the law would follow -- never 

quite catching up, but following -- always!-/ 
~ ........--

'4ell, this group of adults would soon choose a chief -

just as naturally as you have chosen officers for this org::iniz1ion. 

Men would find mates, and other men would covet them. 1{s::::i draw 

no~~allelsl 
One Saturday night the savage~ Blowhoofould steal 

Boohoo's handsome wife from her bath, and carry her away to the hills. 
(You can imagine what a lather she would be in!) 
Boohoo would run to the chief, Yawhoo, and a hullabaloo would ensue, 

~· as you may readily..imoe• a Chief Yawhoo would hie his men to the 

hills, and ~on BloJ~oo and Boohoo and Boohoo's wife, and the entire 

tribe, wouldAgathe✓ a"round their chief. The chief would carefully 

question all the par/ties, and would finally ask Boohoo's wife if 

she preferred hill-billy Blowhoo to her own Boohoo. If Mrs. Boohoo 

enjoyed her bathes better uninterrupted, she wou, d probably eschew 

Blowhoo for Boohoo. Whereupon the chief would go into a conference 

with the village wise men( see the e~rly jury growt:h), and finally 

emerge from his huddle to announce that henceforh{no member of the 

tribe should steal the m~te of another. Blowhoo would of course 

be given some fiendishly appropriate punishment, and the tribe w~uld 

ag~in retire to its mating eft& a~~iBg -- and bathi~g. 

The first LAW had been m~de. Human passion had flared 
and profoundest 

on one of the oldest/fronts. A decison had to be made, and was made. 

The first legal precedent ·had been established! 



tQ be 

But the sly Blowhoo was not to be undone. "Laws are made 

broken, 11 he pondered -- a- philosophy which you may recognize 04-

~,,_a considerable vogue even in our enlightened age. Anyway, 

Blowhoo watched his ch~nces, and lo! one Saturday nighfe again 

stole away Boohoo's wife -- tub and all, this time. He carried 

his slippery burden into the farthest reaches of the hills~ 

.-.., - so fa~ took Chief Yawhoo's men two weeks to find them, 

Again the tribe assembled. Again the questions. Again the 

chief finally asked Mrs. Boohoo what she thought of it all. With 

eloquent pantomine the well-washed Mrs. Boohoo cast dowAher eyes and 
- ~ rl I 

sidled over to the wily Blowhoo, as kittenish as you please. " Oh . 
"1 

fickle woman, wailed Boohoo. Again the chief goes into a huddle. 

And again some new law. 11 Hencef orth, 11 quoth the chief, 11 it is no 

offense for a man to take away his neighbor's mate if she should 

prefer that man to her mate. 11 l~waa ~p_4#d~ 
o1k-fud~.t:htd~~=~°(~~fr4~.¼~. 

~ rsistent Blowhoo, you occasion of some 

vast strides in the l~w of domestic relations. 



But enough of the love life of Blowhoo and Boohoo.::> 

C:::::::.. ~ and fantastic as my example has been, you should at least 

see in clear relief the way law grows-----. How the law is inextricably 

bound up with our lives. 

see this. 

And it is desirable that you should clearly 

Law follows life. 
-ti.JAL ~ 

In the final analysis, all~law is~but a 

group of rules for the order~conduct o:6 ::. our human relations, one with 
W~wt. N~A, J.~~ 

the other. ~human interes s cl~sh, under new and unique circum-

stances, the resultan~ision is a mixture of old precedent, new ide~s, 

~commonsense, and perhaps a flip of the coin, if thetf!ase is hard one. 
q,.1::1 u d:;o; j;,, et t:IG'I 

But law does and can but merely reflect theAethical and social temper of 

the particular people whom it affects. The laws of a savage tribe of 

Dyak head-hunters are probably laughable to us. But it is alright to 

laugh, . if you will, onl~ after you realize that their laws are as 
WJI/J,I.J:-

p ec ul iar l y appropriate to the state of their~ethics, their past and 

present habits, their environment, their temperaments, as our laws seem 

to us. 

Law does not draw its sanction from God or Ghandi, or from the 

whiskers of Charles Evans Hughes. Laws are merely the man-made rules 

of the game----the rules of the game of life. The more complex the game, 

the more complex the rules. 

Let us get back to these heavy law books. A little while ago 

I compared them to a sort of catacombs of dead hopes--as hand-books of 

technical jargon. I shall probably startle you when I say that{rny humble 

op1ni6n there is~ e LIFE----intense, pulsing, vibrant ltfe--in one of 

these volumes than in t~e ~~e novel---the heroic proportions of-- . ~ 
~/~ ,, g-~ /I "J"f'"°') <t" 

let us say--the much/\read Anthony Adve r se. f-Ju--WU. ~--:_~;!"-11rr,j~~i, 
Law books teem with life---Life in all~ phases-Jt.joy, sor ow, ...

passion, love, hate, avarice, greed, sacrifice. A-Jach case is a truly 

true story. Jtft(i esSl kl th bl 1 " · tt: t ■ 31 OEM hidk I e c, a l aus: £:ttt 
4te ~&e?oWsia; ~~~ifte~. And Humor. I have made a collection of cases 

~ 
that are really humorous. I mean the kind of humor through which~runs 

the thread of pathos---after all perhaps the only genuine humor. I had 

half considered presenting some of these cases to you, today, but, with 

• my limited time, I chose my present topic as being one more significant -

even if less entertaining. I shall not hinger attem~t to show you what 
I mean by generaliza tions ,.. 



• I • 

I shall READ you what I mean right from one of these same 

so-called dull catacombs. 

I shall read you the simple and unadorned narrative oft~~/ 

w~at was perhaps the most important and crucial stage in the lives 

of two dwellers in our mode~~, ;-estl~ss, rapidly changi~g Un \ ted States. 
~ "'""1 ,m.L ML-v1i, ,rv ~ 11,J /1,/,vff.wn" -

It is just another divorce cas;M~..,._but I believe that there is implicit 

in this case smme of the ~profound social changes of our nation in 

these last years. When I am done I shall make no further comment on this, 

case. I will have either succeeded or failed in supporting my thesis, 

just as you view it. 

6::ad Fonger VS Fonge,;. /Slf tut 9'1'/v 

And now, Heaven forbid that I have made lawyers out of all of 

you ! I thank you . 

• 


