








Written by: 
John D. Voel.kor 
Ishpeming, W.chigan 

THE GLASS CURTAI : 

~en Navy r•cru.1t X paid his cab tare and enteNd the old brownstone house 

jw,t ott Fourth Avenue he did not know that the oo.b driver was an F.B.I. oper--- --ative/\ as was tha etNet-clea.11.er in tront of the plaoe,tr that the nondescript 

individual washing windows by the entranoe was their le'1.der. or was ht to 

know that on of the two l'D,;ln to wh0n1 he short.ly thereafter delivered top-secret 

military data was also an widercover man tor the F.B.l. 

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy to whom he shortly delivered this 

data were arrested, a few minutes later, it wa;:, loamed that the naval recrl.lit 
~' 

had deli"vered to the Russian spy, the following intelligence: That tho u. s. 
I\ 

Na"fy was dnoloping a corps ot atomic bombardiersJ that graduatea ot this 

course were al.ready at sea with unite ot the tleetJ that they were being trtd.ne 
~ 

at secret places, one of which was in New .exico; that they used precise dup-
/\ 

llcatos ot all current types of atomic bombsJ that these crews have pa.rt.icipote 

and continue t.o do so in tests at Nnada and Eniwetok; and that ccmplete com

ponents tor atomic bombs are probably nO'lf being carried at sea on our larger 

carriers. 

~ were 1:_t:~_on a Jury trying Recruit X and the Russian sp1 for 

their!' she~an~:Ould probably !eel inclined to give each of them 6 

mont.hs in the electric chair. What would ypu sti7, then, 1.f one or our oldest 

and most l'Hpeoted news eervioea :turnished this veey aame data and it wa pub

lished on the tront page or your tavorite newapapertfl Yet that is just what 

happened recontl:, and the reloas~ dated trom 'ashingt,, is quoted in its entire :,, 

"The Navy is dneloping a corps ot atomic bambardiera-tliers 
and ordinance experts trained in the hi~-level and secret achools 
ot nuolear weapal use. 

"Graduates ot. the" coursea alrea<ty re at sea with the tleet 
or at. naval air stations flying carrier-based aircratt presumably 
capable or delivering an7 current type of atomic bomb. 

npentagon oflioials tQday would confirm only- that such a 
program exists, but publlahed reports and previous briet c01111:18nts 
by ct.her otticials make it possible to say that: 

"The Ua"fy men receive their training in atomic wartaro at the 
eame joint armed torces achoole used ror Air Force crewe. heae 



include the New exico iri tall.at.ions o! the Amed Forces Special 
'eapons Project,. 

"They use, as do Air Force crews, precise dupli.cates ot 
atomio bombs complete in all detail xcept tho act.ual nuclear 
fisaion charge. 

"l av1 men participate in the joint task forces which ► I t $ 
condUQt the exp,rimental atomic explosion.a at Nevada anc:l Eniwe
tok Pra\fing Grounds. 

"Rsporta that compon«Ltt tor the atomic ba:nb are o rr1ed 
aboard :,omo ot th larger carriers, pUblished last year, have 
gone without ot.ticial denial. ,t 

',,/IP'_"" ' 
The above article ia not unu.11181. It is typioal ot newa rel~ ees we have ,.. 

been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors ot our newspapers 

end news ectrvices would be aghast 1t they were accused ot .t'urnb,ing aid and 

comtort-and military intelligence-to our onemiee. Stlll a1e wonders it, in 

their zeal to print all the news-and possibly scoop ach other-... they have not 

all too t~uentlf--and innocently-been doing just. that. le it too much to s 

that an intelligent and reaaaiab;Ly Wormed g%'alWll&r school boy could mak ome 
~"II 

pret.~y shrewd g11eaoei, •• le the ext nt and course ot our mllitar;r pNpa.rationa 

" simply b7 Nading our own ne•spapers? 

~"hen the nn senhower adminiatrotion w s reported as wanting to curtail 

the preeidential news conterenoe, to a .man the news ptrs let out a howl that 

could be heard =d the world. They were _.MililiWWJi!/'l' 11ght, and if Ike's 

strategisi.a w,e f-.eerioualy considered such a etep, they seem to have dropped it 

with a thud. 

Vhen a New York ju4ge recently ban-ed newsmen t~e ti:ial ot a~i it 
'I c~:l,~.;.,.iA, 1J.; d.t&~u,hiq~ .Q,'MCf>F=~~ 

~arged-w!.'8- beifts a---fW'AP,, ~aga'h:i. ttt6 nowl went up-but, without; dilating, this 

time there wa mu.oh to be !'aid on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck 

to hi guns~ ~r1 ~ ~ .4; ~~M~--.~,, 

Thia business ot preoa censorship, voluntary or otherwise, doe not lend 

itsell to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is saned b;r such articles a 

the one quoted-except to WlWittingly furnish intelligence to the one1:1,1. ls 
~ 

there not too damned much talk in the preaa about our military plans and in-
/\ 



t' OAi,,, 
Not only our strength but our weakness";r.~roadcast for all to 

hear. A committee of scientists makes a highly confidential eeport 

to the government that, amon'g other things, in Jt'~ r ar~~ 

sitting duck for atomic attack. Then, via the~ ous old friend, 
~ 11t+~ }:. 

Mr.ft. Spokesman, the newspapers tell all. ~ 'th-~; • r~ almost 

pathologica~ jrJ their compulsion to confess .•. Is it not just about 
D,,# AJ_.,.,i.14 - - -

time to stuff Mr. Spokesman-r:.~• few~ ewspapers d:3::ong I I I I b -into 
" I' ' " W'JIC,~ 

the widening leak in our dike of security? 

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its 

dirty linen in public; and, more ppecifically, that if our military 

prepar_.at~~~~~::_~ dequate ~ h~ informed, and fast, so that __.,~~~-
~ Ji. ~ 

can .W..S jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a per-
/\ ~ 

suasive argument, and one hard to re,gu~. ~urely it is a valid one in 
/' J-lii,,4h,,~ lkZ' Ca,n//4~ ... ~ 

political and ki~dred fields_. Bu~ haven I t our newspapers long s :ince gone 

•way pas: t ~ e strictly military field? 
n,~ • .v Tl ~ maybe argued that many of these releases came from official/ _ ~ 

44,~~~~~~~ • 
government sourcesJfaThe answer to that one is that t ~ t that it 

~s true, then a plague upon both t~~~ th~ ~::r:1a;:ional~ 

jungle in which we must hencefortn ~ , ta~lebearersfare as ';J, as tale-
~ ~-- A 

makers. 



staJ.lations? Yet who is it that smokea out and prints detailed news of our 

development of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Ot our mobile 

pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact 

that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile o! it was recently explo 

Eniwetok? The ess. 
"""eM'N<4~ ~uu~,.., --

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw so 

clusions from our press 
/k.u-" 

releases, then ·,hat about e. sh 

trained and et ining to glean the ali , test hint? ~ 

o£foM~f'ffl,i'--e":!:-oa~ef-'"l!'"'ffllM~M~~ft• prove o~ ~reat sign to him?-
~t; P?u-ef ::k,u o,-,_,,,-a/~ ~ . 

One find irony f planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown s 

least those that do do not risk bringing __., the whole stru.ctur 



'1._ , 

installations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our 

develoi;ment of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Ot our mobile 

pieces o! atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the tact 

that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near Eni

wetok? The press. O! the detailed results of recent Nevada tests on civilian 

installations? The press-along with a splendid assist from tele~ision and 

radio. 

Not only our strength but our weaknesses are broadcast fol" all to hear. A. 

committee of scientists makes a highly oon.fidential report to the government 

that, among other things, in two years our country will be a sitting duck for 

atomic attack. Then, via their leaky and garrul:oue old friend, Mr. Informed 

Spokesman, the newspapers tell all. At times there seems something almost 

pathological in their compulsion to confess .•. Is it not just about time to 

stut.f old Mr. Sppkesman--along with a few .,a1a1d newspapers-into the widening 

leak in our dike of security? 

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its dirty lin 

in public; and, moN specifically, that if our Jllilitary preparations are inade

quate our people should be informed, and fast, so that they can intelligently 

jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a persuasive argument, 

and one curiously hard to rebut. Surely it is a valid one in political and 

kindred fields. But it has a validity that can be abused. :And haven't our 

newspapers long since gone 'way past that p<>int in the stzhtilai( military field? 
~~ 

Again it may be argued that many of these releases came fran official 

government sources, as indeed some of them appear to have;-••• The answer to 

that one is that to the extent that it is true, then a plague upon both their 
~ -

houses. In the lawlesa inyemational jungle 1n which we wb twwwnlu Ht dwell, 
t,,(JJ,MJ,/H,~ , Q4, " 

11.ai-•• tilebearers/\are as •a• ae 1aa1)111 talemakers. 

If it be tr"Ue that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty shrewd con

clusions !ran our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable enemy 

trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a description 

of a new electronic gadget prove of great significance to him?-be the one 

- 3 -



etallations? Yet who is it that eaiokea out. and prints detaUed news or our 

develcpment. ot atomic-powered au.bmarinea and planes? The prese. Ot our mobile 

pieoea o! atomic art.illeey, complete with photographs? The presa. Ot the t ct 

that the hydrogen bod> or some .t'aceimll• ot it w s recently' exploded near 

Eniwetok? The press. 

It it be true that any intelligent l~ can dr :w some pretty shrewd con-

cluaione trom our prese releases, then what about a 13hrewd and implacable enem;y 

trained and et.raining to glean the slightest hint? !8Y not even a descripticn 

ot the atter-cloud ot a nuclear exploaioo prO'Y• ot gra t significance to him? 

()le finds irony ot planetary proportions in oontomplatins prHs grown so 

"tree" that it a.ids the veey ene:r17 that would enel.ave 411d destro;r it. lt must 

gre.ep that .tram Hiroi,hima on all men must hencetort.h live ins. climate of per

petual tear; that b re survival demands w get and stay powertul and smart.. 

Freedom ot the pre81 auat not become a ticket. to embark upon maes euic1de. 

Thus all ot us are ntree" to Jwnp ott the F.mpire State Building, but with thil 

ditteronoe-at least those that do do not. risk brinsing do.m the hol struct.ur 

with them. That is why tou and I not or.ly- dare to ask, but m1.1St a.ak, that our 

pr49ee today consider its new reap0n11bllities along wit.hits traditional tree-

dana. 



• 
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etallationo? Yet. who is it that,,_., out and pr1nte. our devoloi,,snt 
-~ A 

ot atomic ubmar1nes atd p ea? The press. Ot our .mobile pieces ot atomic 
"e.-m--.,,,{J,Jj ~ .a.4,...,.,....-,....., ! 

artUleryt The pr H• the ac that t.h h)"Clrogen bomb or some taceimlle 
:, 

or it was :reo~t.l:V _spl.(?ded ne r Eniw.i.ok? The press. 
j)f/;.,(,,Tlri,u,,~ ~~ u any intelligent l~ can draw ~ shlewd ~eonelueions tram our preae 
A~ A 

rel$aees,/\"h11t about a shrewd and implacable enemy trained and st.raining to 

glean th6 ali htest hint? !aynot even a description of the alter-cloud of a 

nuclear 9XPlosion prove ot ~ca.nee to him'? 

segment.a o! our pres ~--~~F'ti::;~ 





To the du.bioua argument that th~ee newspaper NYelatione 'f1llIT be calculated 

aiml'4' to mislead or el.ea are part ot a ■ubtly' conceived pqchological program 

to deter and eoare the bejabbere Ollt or the Ruaaiane (and whose adherents doubt

leas canf'ort themaeJ.vee that Stalin and Gottwald died or tright) one wryly- asks: 

~ program? /hat ann0!)3m0ua and unsung genius ever persuaded our tempera

mental Cola,. l 'cCormicka to lie down meetl.7 with anyone? "°"' where or when 

have the Rue■ians dema'l.strated that they acare easily? And in &113' cue wouldn't 

complete silence on our part prove moN nene-wracking? (Isn't the mysterious 

Slavic tog ot Ruaeian silence a pretty big factor in our own jitters?) And it 

theN 18 any such program, which we doubt (at le st amoog newspapers), why is 

it neceeea17 tor our press to go to considerable pains to supplement it by 

presenting our enemy with a eeriea o! caretully- en&raved and calipered blueprints 
~ 

o! our mll1tary-acient1tic holTON to be weighed against .-,1\ueed to perteot 

hia own? 

, 



j, 1 ~ ~-~ 
To the dubiou/\fi : •• a.../ argument that these newspaper revelations 

may be calculated simply to mislead or else are part of a subtly conceived 

psychological•~•••- program to~~ ejabbers out nf the Russians 

(and whose adherents doubtless comfort themselves that Stalin and Gottwald 

sb±ue1ed etzfi. died of fright) one wryly asks: Whose program? What annony-

~ un~ genius ~•er per•~::::::::"'1.:: 
~/\ Colonel McCormick.$ to he down ~. __ , v . wibh= 

.ae:rt,ea,y: eJ :CT58 How, where or when have the rtussians demonstrated that they 
.~~L~r ~,._:,~~u•-.c~ 

scare~ 'Wew.d:Eiftl • canplet~=e~_our part prove iftiiuib si :; more 
" ~ • -u~ r + ~ 

nerve-wracking? (Isn I t the .m:, ehPii.Qw,s" Russian silence a" big factor in 

our own jitters?) And if there is any such program, which we doubt 

(at least among newspapers~ why is it necessary for our press to go to 

considerable pains to supplement it by presenting o~r enemy with a series 

of carefully engraved and calipered blueprints ~ e:tific horror~ 

~ --~~ ... /RJ,f;,t,"#11Nt 9116a; ..,,,__ TrlfY to &~~ee~ er be weighea agall'i~ r used to perfecyhis own? 





Written b11 
John D. Voelker 
labpeming, Michigan 

THE GLASS CURTAIN 

'vhen Havy recruit. X paid hill cab tare and entered the old brownstone house 

just o!£ Fourth AV8lll1& he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I, opera

tive-as was tho at.net-cleaner 1n front of the place-or that the nondescript 

individual washing :window• b1 the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to 

know that when he ahortl.7 thereatter delivered top-seoret id.lltary data to a 

Ruailan epy hewaa obeel"Ved in the act by another F.B,I, man, 

When ·a917 recruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a tn minutes 

later, it was learned that the naval recruit had delivered the following mili

tary inte~onoe: That the u. S, Navy was doveloping a corps o! atomic bom

bardior&J that graduates ot thb course were already' at sea with wlita of the 

fleet; that they were being trained at secret place,, one of which was located 

in New llerlooJ that they used preo1ae duplicates ot all cu.rrent types ot atomic 

bombaJ that these CNWS have participated end continue to do so in t.ets at 

Hevada and Eniwetolq and that complete components for atomic bOJDbs are probabl.J 

now being carried at •• on our larger carrier,. 

It ,ou were sitting on a jury t.ryina Recruit • and the Russian •PT for 

their cloak and dagger eti•nnanigans JOU. would probabl.1 feel incl.in d to give 

eaoh oft.hem 6 IDQl\t.ha in the electric Ohair, at would you ea.y, then, if one 

ot our oldeat and moat reepeoted news aervioea furnished this very same data an 

it was published on the tront page ot your favorite newspaper? Yet that is· jus 

what happened recentl,7 a.nd the release, dated tram aehingtcn, is quoted in Ua 

entirety: 

"Th• a917 ie de'feloping a corps ot at.Olde bombardiera
f'liera and ordinanoe experts trained in the high-level and 
secret aohoole of nuclear weapon u.ee. 

"Graduate• ot th••• course, already are at sea with the 
fleet or at n&Tal air stations !lying oarrl.e:r-baeed airoratt 
preauma\>lf capable ot deliYering an, ou.rrent type of atomic 
bomb. 

"Pentagon ottioials today would oon1'1nn QnlJ' that a11ch 
a program e.xiata, but published reports end previous briet 
camnenta bJ other ofticiale make it poaaibl• to a..,- that, 



Written bys 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

THE GLASS CURTAIN 

When Navy recX'Uit X paid hie cab tare and entered the old brownstone house 

jw,t. ott Fourth VMue he did not. .know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. oper

ative-as was the street-cleaner in tront ot tho place-or that the nondescript 

individual waah:tng windows by the entrance was their 2,eader. Nor wae he to 
~ ,..:Uw,,4-" 

kn.ow that OA.'9 t,f ~ tie whee b$_ ahortllf('tbereatt. e er delivered top-secret 
/\ -t. AJ/~ .k ~~4o/ ~ 

military data wa:e tr!l-ee__.. tmdel"c.,.ez :mm1 lt>r •he F.B.I. ~ •. £. 
A ~~.,_ 

hen Nnvy recruit X and the Russian apr te whoo he ehozb~ ~Md ,h!:11 
/\ 

ll..A11t;tr-wtfflllir-111!7'Pl!tiilt.-. ... a tew minutee later, it was learned that. the naval recruit 

the t'olla,dng military .intelligence i That the 

u. s. Navy waa developing a corps of atomic banba.J"dieroJ that graduates ot thia 

course were already at sea with units ot the 1'leetJ that they were being train• 

at secret plaoea, one ot which was located in Hew l!exiooJ that they u.sed pN

oiM duplicates of all current types o! atomic bombeJ that these crews have 

parUcipated and cont.inue to do ao 1ri te,ta at Nevada and Eniwetok; and that 

COlllplete components tor atomic bomb• are probably now being carried at 1ea on 

our larger carriers. 

It you we.re sitting on a jur,y trying necndt X and the Ruaaian spy tor . 
their cloak and dagger eheManigana you would probably teel inclined to give 

each of them 6 months 1n the electric chair. ntat would you say, then, 1f one 

of our oldest and mo:,t respected news aerv ices furnished this very same data an 

it was published on the tront page ol ;rour tavorite newspaper? Yet that is jus 

what happened recently and the release, dated from· aehingtca, 1e quoted 1n its 

entirety: 

''The ?.favy is developing a corps ot ata:dc banbardiers--fliers 
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and secret schools 
of nuclear weapon use. 

"Graduates of these course• al.Nady are at sea with the !leet 
or at naval air stations tlying carrier-based aircraft presumably 
capable of delivering any cu&Nnt type of atomic bomb, 

"Pentagon o!tioiale todq would confirm Q1J.y that. ouch a 
program exists, wt published repcrt.s and previoua briet comments 
by other ot'!'ioiala make it possible to aay that: 



Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

THE GLASS CURTAii'l 

When Navy recruit X paid his cab tare and entered the old brownstone house 

just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. oper

ative, as was the street-cleaner in front of the plac8,}or that the nondescript 

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to 

know that one of the two men to whom he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret 

military data was also an widercover man for the F.B.I. 

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy to whom he short.ly delivered this 

data were arrested, a few minutes later, it was learned that the naval recruit 

had delivered to the Russian spy the following intelligence: That the U. s. 

Navy was developing a corps of atomic bombardiers; that graduates o! this 

course were already at sea with units of the fleet; that they were being traine 

at secret places, one of which was in Nmr Mexico; that they used precise dup

licates of all current types of atomic bombs; that these crews have part.icipo.te 

and continue to do so in tests at Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete com-

ponents for atomic bombs are probably now being carried at sea on our larger 

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy !or 

their shennanigans you would probably !eel inclined to give each of them 6 

months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, it one of our oldest 

and most respected news services fumished this very same data and it was pub

lished on the tront page of your t avorite newspaper'? Yet that is just what 

happened recently and the release; dated from WashingtOlJ.., is quoted in its entire : 

"The Navy is developing a corps ot atomic bombardiers-tilers 
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and secret schools 
of nuclear ~eapon use. 

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the fleet 
or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft presumably 
capable ot delivering any current type of atomic bomb. 

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such a 
program exists, but published reports and previous brief COJllltlents 
by other o!!icials make it possible to say that: 

"The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at the 
same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crewa. These 



include the New Mexico installations ot the Armed Forces Special 
Weapons Project. 

"They use, as do Air Force crews., precise duplicates of 
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear 
fission charge. 

11Nav1 men participate in the joint task forces which which 
conduct the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe
tok Proving GroW1ds. 

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried 
aboard some ot the larger carriers., published last year, have 
gone without o.fficial denial." 

The above article is not W1usual. It is typical of news releases we have 

been reading ever since the cold war began~ Yet the editors of our newspapers 

and news services would be aghast if they were accused of furnishing aid and 

comfort-and military intelligence--to our enemies. still ooe wonders if, in 

their zeal to print all the nos-and· possibly scoop each other--they have not 

all too frequently-and innocently-been doing just that. Is it too much to s 

that an intelligent and reaamably informed grammar school boy could make somo 

pretty; shrewd gu,easea as to the extent and course ot our milltaey preparations 

simply by reading our own newspapers? 

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curt.ail 

the presidential news conferenoe., to a man the newspapers let out a howl that 

could be heard •roW1d the world. They were probably right., and i! Ike's 

strategiste ~riously considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it 
/\ 

with a thud. 

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen trom the trial of ~it 
a/ ~ e.-. -~~ /\ 

cbarged witb beiPS a p:iJap, again the howl went up-but, without dilating, this 
I\ 

time there was m11ch to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck 

to nis guns. 

This business of press censorship., voluntary or otherwise., does not lend 

itself to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles a 

the one quoted-except to wndttingly !urnish intelligence to the enemy. Is 

there not too damned much talk in the press about our military plans and in-



~ 
stallations? Yet who is it that smokes out and print8_,Anews of our developnent 

of ato:;_l-=nes m:d_plartes? The press. or our mobile pieces of atomic 
/i ~~fl; ~11 p/-wM~ ,~ . 

art.illel!J/\ The press. Ot the tact hat the hydrogen bomb or some faesiffli?,-e 

of it was recently ~pl~ed near F.lliwetok1 The press. 
;;t /,, _~~ ~-~ 

If'/\any"'1:ntelligent layman can draw l!MMh shrhd~cohclueions from our press 
tiu-v J\ 

releases, /\what about a shrewd and impl~cable enemy trained and straining to 

glean the slightest hint? }lay not even a description of the after-cloud o! a 

nuclear explosion proVe ot~ificance to hl.in? . , 

nts o! our press talk ~~ 
' 

press. Is 

nsibilities 1n this time of' survival? 



.. ;11ew 

stallations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our 

development of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile 

pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact 

that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near 

Eniwetok? The press. 

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty shrewd con

clusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable enemy 

trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a description 

of the after-cloud of a nuclear explosion prove of great significance to him? 

One finds irony of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so 

"free" that it aids the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. It mu.st 

grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a climate of per

petual fear; that bare survival demands we get and stay powerful and smart. 

Freedom of the press must not become a ticket to embark upon mass suicide. 

Thus all of us are "free" to jump off the Empire . State Building, but with this 

difference-at least those that do do not risk bringing down the whole structur 

with them. That is why you and I not only dare to ask, but must ask, that our 

press tod~ its new responsibilities along with its traditional free

doms. 



,, 
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Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

THE GLASS CURTAIN 

When Navy recruit X paid bis cab fare and entered the old brownstone house 

just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. oper

ative, as was the street-cleaner in front of the plac:Jor that the nondescript 

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to 

know that one of the two men to whom he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret 

military data was also an undercover man for the F.B.I. 

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy to whom he shortly delivered this 

data were arrested, a few minutes later, it was learned that the naval recruit 

had delivered to the Russian spy the followmg intelligence: That the U. s. 

Navy was developing a corps of atomic bombardiers; that graduates of this 

course were already at sea with units of the fleet; that they were being traine 

at secret places, one of which was in New Mexico; that they used precise dup

licates of all current types of atomic bombs; that these crews have participate 

and continue to do so in tests at Nevada and Eniwetok; and that canplete com

ponents for atomic bombs are probably now being carried at sea on our larger 

carriers. 

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for 

their shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give each of them 6 

months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one of our oldest 

and most respected news services furnished this very same data and it was pub-

lished on the front page of your favorite newspaper'? Yet that is just what 

happened recently and the release.)dated from Washingto::, is quoted in its entire y: 

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--fliers 
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and secret schools 
of nuclear weapon use. 

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the fleet 
or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft presumably 
capable of delivering any current type of atomic bomb. 

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such a 
program exists, but published reports and previous brief comments 
by other officials make it possible to say that: • 

11The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at the 
same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crews. These 



include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces Special 
Weapons Project. 

"They use, as do Air Force crews, precise duplicates of 
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear 
fission charge. 

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which which 
conduct the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe
tok Proving Grounds. 

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried 
aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have 
gone without official denial. 11 

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of news releases we have 

been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors of our newspapers 

and news services would be aghast if they were accused of furnishing aid and 

comfort-and military intelligence-to our enemies. Still one wonders if, in 

their zeal to print all the news-and possibly scoop each other--they have not 

all too frequently--and innocently-been doing just that. Is it too much to sa 

that an intelligent and reascnably informed grammar school boy could make some 

pretty shrewd guesses as to the extent and course of our military preparations 

simply by reading our own newspapers? 

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail 

the presidential news conference, t _o a man the newspapers let out a howl that 

could be heard •round the world. They were probably right, and if Ike's 

strategists have seriously considered such a step., they seem to have dropped it 

with a thud. 

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen from the trial of a socialit 

charged with being a pimp., again the howl went up-but, without dilating, this 

time there was much to be said on both sides., and the judge pretty well stuck 

to his guns. 

This business of press censorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend 

itself to dogma., but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles a 

the one quoted-except to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the enemy. Is 

there not too damned much talk in the press about our .military plans and in-



stallations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints news of our development 

of atomic submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile pieces of atomic 

artillery? The press. Of the fact that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile 

of it was recently exploded near Eniwetok? The press. 

If any intelligent layman can draw such shrewd conclusions from our press 

releases, what about a shrewd and implacable enemy trained and straining to 

glean the slightest hint? May not even a description of the after-cloud of a 

nuclear explosion prove of devastating significance to him? 

Yes, certain segments of our press talk constantly about the freedom of th 

press. Is it not high time that soberer heads among them begin to act more on 

their responsibilities in this time of survival? 



I 

Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

THE GLASS CURTAIN 

\Vhen Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house 

just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. opera

tive--as was the street-cleaner in front of the place--or that the nondescript 

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to 

know that when he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret military data to a 

Russian spy he was observed in the act by another F.B.I. man. 

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a few minutes 

later, it was learned that the naval recruit had delivered the following mili

tary intelligence: That the U.S. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bom

bardiers; that graduates of this course were already at sea with units of the 

fleet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located 

in New Mexico; that they used precise duplicates of all current types of atomic 

bombs; that these crews have participated and continue to do so in tests at 

Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete components for atomic bombs are probably 

now being carried at sea on our larger carriers. 

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for 

their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give 

eac:h of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one 

of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data an 

it was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is just 

what happened recently and the release, dated f~om Washington, is quoted in its 

entirety: 

11 The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers-
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and 
secret schools of nuclear weapon use. 

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the 
fleet or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft 
presumably capable of delivering any current type of atomic 
bomb. 

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such 
a program exists, but published reports and previous brief 
comments by other officials make it possible to say that: 



To the dubious argument that these newspaper revelations may be calculated 

simply to mislead or else are part of a subtly conceived psychological program 

to deter and scare the bejabbers out of the Russians (and whose adherents doubt

less comfort themselves that Stalin and Gottwald died of fright) one wryly asks: 

~ program? What annonymous and unsung genius ever persuaded our tempera

mental Colonel McCorm.icks to lie down mee.ltly with anyone? How, where or when 

have the Russians demonstrated that they scare easily? And in any case wouldn't 

complete silence on our part prove more nerve-wracking? (Isn't the mysterious 

Slavic fog of Russian silence a pretty big factor in our own jitters?) And if 

there is any such program, which we doubt (at least among newspapers), why is 

it necessary for our press to go to considerable pains to supplement it by 

presenting our enemy with a series of 

of our military-scientific horrors to 

his own? 

carefully engraved and calipered blueprints 
~ 

be weighed against If used to perfect 
I\ 



I 

I I 

I 
I I 

Written by: 
Jqhn D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

THE GLASS CURTAIN 

When Navy recruit X paid his cab tare and entered the old brownstone house 

just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. opera

tive-as was the street-cleaner in frcnt of the place-or that the nondescript 

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to 

know that when he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret military data to a 

Russian spy he was observed 1n the act oy another F.B.l. man. 

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a few minutes 

later, it was learned that the naval :-ecruit had~ the following mili-
/\ ..... 

t.ary intelligence: 'fhat the U. S. I avy was developing a corps of atomic bom-

bardiers; that graduates of this course were already at sea with uni~s of tha 

fleet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located 

in New Mexico; that they used precise duplicates of all current types of atomic 

bombs; that these crews have participated and continue to do so in tests at 

Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete components tor atomic bombs are probably 

now being carried at sea on our larger carriers. 

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for 

their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably reel inclined to give 

each of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one 

of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data an 

it was published on the .t'ront page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is just 

what happened recently and the release, dated !rom Washingtai, is quoted in its 

entirety: 

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers-
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-leTel and 
secret schools of nuclear weapon use. 

"Graduates or these coursee already are at sea with the 
f'leet or at naval air stations !lying carrier-based aircraft 
presuma.bl1 capable of delivering any current type of atomic 
bomb. 

"Pentagon of'ticials today would confi:nn only that such 
a program exists, but published reports and previous brief 
comments by other ot.f'icials make it possible to say that: 



0 The Nav7 men receive th•ir training in atomic wartan at 
the same joint armed torcee aohoola uaed £or Air Force crews. 
These include the Nn Me.xioo installations ot the Al"l'lled Forces 
Special ieapona Project. 

"They use, aa do Air FCll"'Ce crewa1 precise duplicatea ot 
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear 

• tiaeion charge. 

"Navy men pa:rt.icipat.e in the joint task toroea which con
duct the experimental tomio exploaione at Nevada ·and Eniwe
tok Prowµig Grounds. 

"Report■ that components tor the atomic bomb are carried 
aboard some of the larger oarriera, publbhed leat. ,ear, have 
son• without ofticial denial. n 

The above art.icle ia not unusual. It 1s t,:rpiaal ot a flood ot newa re

leaMa we have been reading ever ainee the cold war began, Yet the aditora ot 

our newspapers and news ••"ioea would be aghaat. it the7 were accused ot tw-

niehing aid and oomtort-ahd military intelligence-to our enemies. till one 

wonders it, 1n their zeal to print all th• newe-and poeaibly scoop each oth• 

, they have not all too £requently'-and innocently-been doing Juat that. Ie it, 

too much to sq that an intelligent and reaeonably intonmd graJll'DU' achool bo7 

could make eome pretty shrewd aeaeasmenta ot the extent and course ot our mili

tary preparations simply by :reading our own newspapers? 

\'!hen the new Eisenhower admini,tration waa reported •• ,ranting to curtail 

the presidential news conterence, to a man the newapapers let out a howl that 

could be heard 'round the world. Th•1 were doubtless rignt, and it Ike's 

etrategiats r,er aerioual.7 considered such a atep, the,- seem to have dropped it 

with a thud. 

, hen a New York judge r1cently barred newsmen from the trial ot a 1oung 

socialite in a morals came, again the howl •ent. up,-'but, without dilating, this 

time there was much to be aaid an both aidee, and the judge pretty well etuok 

to his' guns and hu ainoe been au.stained b7 hie s11preme court.. 

Thia b11siness of preae oeneorllhip, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend 

it.eel.f to dogma, but cae wonder• just what purpo" is se"ed b1 au.ob art.iclea a 

the one quoted-except; to unwittillgl.y furnish intelligence to the enem;r. le 

there not. too damed much loose talk in the presa abou.t our m1.lltar., plane and 



To the 
~ ~A (»IJ., 

duhicga~argument that these newspaper revelations"¥ "j.calculated 

simply to mislead or else are part. ot a subtly conceived psychological program 

to deter and scare the bejabbers out of the Russians (and whose adherents doubt

less comtort. themselves that Stalin and Gottwald died of fright) ooe wryly asks: 

!'!h2.!! program? Vl'hat annonymous and unsung genius ever persuaded our tempera-. 
mental Colonel McCormicks to lie down meelly- with ~&one? How, where or when 

have the Russians demonstrated that they scare easily? And in aey case wouldn't 

complete silence on our part prove more nerve-wracking? (Isn't the ~sterious 

Slavic tog of Russian silence a pretty big factor in our own jitters?) And it 

there is any such program, which we doubt (at least among newspapers), why is 
.,..,1,; 

it necessary for our press to go to eORajda••••• pains to supplement it by 
I\ ~ 

presenting our en~ with a series ot carefully engraved and calipered blueprints 
CU. ,MfinnoY A,...,( A 

ot ourf'military-scientitic horrors to be weighed against 41JJ'used to perfect 

his own? 



1net.allatione? Yet who i .it that ,smokes out. and prints detailed nft• ot our 

developnent at atomic-~ered eubmar.tnee and planee? The press. ot our mobile 

pieces o.f atomic art.ill.er,-, co.tnplet.e with photograpl\a? The p;-eee. 01' the tact. 

that the ~ogen b«nb or a.,me taa1imile or it lfae recently e.xpJ,.oded near Eni

weto1c·1 The preas. Ot the dete..Ued results ot recent Nevada taste on civilian 

irustallations? '!'he presa---along with a splendid aeeiat from teleYision and 

radio. 

Not only our strength bUt our wNkne see are broad.can tof' all to hear. A 

ccmmittee or scientists make• a highJ.1' oontidential report to the government 

the.~, Gl«lg other things, in two ,-ear.a our CoWltry ldJ.1 be a sitting du.ck tor 

e.tomio attack. Then, via their leaky and garrul.OU8 old friend, tr. Intormed 

Spokesman, the newspapers tell all. At time there 88$11\1 aooetbing a.JJoost, 

pathological in their cQl!pU].a1on to oontees ••• ls it. not Ju.st about t.ir.le to 

stutf old 'Mr. Spokeeman,,--,aJ.ong with a lfl7' newspapers-into the widening leak 1n 

our dike ot aeourit.y? 

It. ~ be argued that it 11 the geni.WJ ot democracy to 11 eh its dirt.y lin 

in pw,lloJ and, more apeoitioalq, that 1! our mllita%7 preparatiooa ar-. inade

qut• our people should be Wormed, and taat, so that t.hey oan intel.ligentlj 

jolt our braaa out ot its ostrich oomplaoency. It is a penruasive argww,nt, 

and one ourioual.y hard to rebut, Surely it is a valid ooe 1n political and 

kindred .tielda. But it hae a validity that can be abused. And haven't our 

newspapers lmg einoe gone '1'81' put. that point in the mUitaey tield? 

Again it ma:r be argued that many ol these releases came trom ottioial 

government sources, u indeed scne of them appear to have. The anawer to that 

ooe is th•t to the extent that it is true, then a plague upon both their houses 
~ ~11,,(M ~ ~ k, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~,I 

At.he lawleslf'internat1cnal j\Jngl. 1n which w now dwellt t.alebee.Nra can 

--➔~. dangerous aa ta.1emak•nr·(~ ~ A 
1 It it be tru.e that ~ intelllgent la oan draw aome pretty shrewd 

conclua1ons tran our preH Nleases, then what about a ehriwd and implacable 

enaao- trained and st.raining to glean the al.ightest hint? 'P.Y not even a descri 
I 

ticn ot a mnir leotronio gadget prove o! great s1gni.t1canoe to him?-be the one ~ 
• 
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revealing clue tor him t.o perteot one ot his om diabolic devices? 

One f'inda irony of i>+anetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so 

"fN41" that. it aida the very a1em.y that. would enelave and dest~7 it. Does Ol.ll" 

preaa-lail to grasp that from Hiroshima on eJ.l man muet hencetorth llve in a 

clim:it.e or ~rpetual .tearJ that, Lord forgive u., bare survival demands•• must 

got a:1d ~ powerful and smart? In the Atomic Age treodom or the press must. 

nev r become a franchise to -.bark u.pan mas, suicide. Thus all ot WJ are "tree 

to jump ott the &lpi.re tat.a Building, bat •1th this vital d.Uterance-at least 

those that do do not risk bringing the whole st,ru.cture down with them.. That is 

why ;rou and I not only dare to ,iak, but~ aak, that our preaa today ooosider 

its gravo new reoponsibilitiea alq with it'f:I traditior.al tr, edoma. It, the 
111...,,-

prees, must learn that §il90ce can..not QtU7 be golden--it ~ so mean the 

dittorence bet.w•en survival and chaos. 
' 
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iohn D. Voelker 

{ f shpeming, Michigan 

I 
' THE GLASS CURTAIN 

When Navy recruit X paid his cab tare and entered the old brownstone house 

just oft Fourth Avenue he did not know that the oab driver was an F.B.I. opera

tive--as was the street-cleaner in front of the place-or that the nondescript 

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to 

know that when he shortly·thereat'ter delivered top-secret military data to a 

Russian spy he was observed in the act by another F .B.I. man. 
,.. 

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a few minutes 

later, it was learned ttiat ·the naval recruit had conveyed the following mili

tary intelligence: That ·the U. s. Navy was developing a corps of atomic ban

bardiersJ that graduates ot this course were already at sea with units ot the 

fleet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located 

1n New Mexico; that they used precise duplicates or all current types of atomic 

bombs; that these crews have participated and continue to do so 1n tests at 

Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete canponents tor atomic bombs are probably 

now being carried at sea on our larger carriers. 

It you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for 

their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give 

each of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, it one 

ot our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data an 

it was published on the tront page ot your favorite newspaper? Yet that is jus 

what happened recently and the release, dated from Washington, is quoted in its 

entirety: 

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers-
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and 
secret schools of nuclear weapon use. 

11Graduates of these cwrses already are at sea with the 
fleet or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft 
presumably capable of delivering any current type or atomic 
bomb. 

"Pentagon officials today would confinn only that such 
a program exists, but published reports and previous brief 
comments by other officials make it possible to say that: 



"The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at 
the same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crews. 
These include the Hew Mexico installations ot the Armed Forces 
Special Weapons Project. 

"They use, as do Air Force crews, precise duplicates of 
atomic bombs complete lLn all details except the actual nuclear 
.fission charge. 

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which con
duct the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe
tok Proving Grounds. 

"Reports that components £or the atomic bomb are carried 
aboard some of the larger carriers, ~llshed laat year, have 
gone without of ticial denial. 11 

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of a flood ot news re

leases we have been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors of 

our newspapers and news services would be aghast it they were accused of fur

nishing aid and comfort--and military intelligence--to our enemies. Still one 

wonders it, in their zeal to print all the news--and possibly scoop each other

they have not all too frequentl.y-and innocently-been doing just that. Is it 

too much to say that an intelligent and reasonably informed grammar school boy 

could make some pretty shrewd assessments of the extent and course of our mili

tary preparations simply by reading our own newspapers? 

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail 

the presidential news conterence, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that 

could be heard 'round the world. They were ~oubtless right, and it Ike's 

strategists ever seriously considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it 

with a thud. 

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen !ran the trial of a yoW1g 

socialite in a morals oase, again the howl went up-but, without dilating, this 

time there was much to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck 

to his guns and has since been sustained by his supreme court. 

This business of press consorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend 

itself' to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles a 

the one quoted--except to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the en8.l!IY• Is 

there not too damed much loose talk in the press about our military pl.ans and 
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installations? Yet who is it that amokes out and prints detailed news of our 

development of atomic-powered sub.marines and planes? The press. Of our mobile 

pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the !act 

that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near Eni

wetok? The press. Of the detailed results of recent Nevada tests on civilian 

installations? The press--along with a splendid assist from television and 

radio. 

Not only our strength but our weaknesses are broadcast for all to hear. A 

committee of scientists makes a highly confidential ~eport to the government 

that, among other things, in two years our country will be a sitting duck for 

atomic attack. Then, via their leaky and garrulous old friend, Mr. Informed 

Spokesman, the newspapers tell all. At times there seems something almost 

pathological in their compulsion to confess ••• Is it not just about time to 

stuff old Mr. Spokesman-along with a f'1W newspapers-into the widening leak in 

our dike of security? 

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its dirty line 

in public; and, more specifically, that if our military preparations are inade

quate our people should be in.formed, and fast, so that they can intelligently 

jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It. is a persuasive argument, 

and one curiously hard to rebut. Surely it ia a valid one in political and 

kindred fields. But it has a validity that can be abused. And haven't our 

newspapers long since gone •way past that point in the military field? 

Again it may be argued that many ot these releases came from official 

government sources, as indeed some of them appear to have. The answer to that 

one is that to the extent that it is true, then a plague upon !2.2!ill their houses 

Regardless of who may be initially to blame for some of these leaks, the bitter 

fact is that in the lawless international jungle in which we now dwell, tale

bearers can be as dangerous as talemakers. 

To the possible argument that these newspaper revelations are calculated 

simply to mislead or else are part ot a subtly conceived psychological program 

to deter and scare the bejabbers out of the Russians (and whose adherents doubt 

less comfort themselves that Stalin and Gottwald died of fright) one wryly asks 



' I 
~ program? What annonymous and wiswig genius ever persuaded our tempera

mental Colonel McCormicks to lie down meekly with anyone? How, where or when 

have the Russians demonstrated that they soare easily? And in an, case woul.dn 1 

complete silence on our part prQVe .more nerve-wracking? (Isn't the ~sterious 

Slavic fog of Russian silenoe a pretty big factor in our own jitters?) 

there is any such program, which we doubt (at least among newspapers), why is 

it necessary for our press to go to such pains to supplement it by presenting 

our eneJl\V with a series of carefully engraved and calipered blueprints ot our 

military-scientific horrors to be weighed against and used to perfect his own? 

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty shrewd 

conclusions trom our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable 

enem;y trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a desori 

tion of a new electronic gadget prove ot great significance to him?--be the one 

revealing clue tor him to perfect one of his own diabolic devices? 

One finds irony ot planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so 

11tree 11 that it aids the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. Does our 

press fail to grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a 

climate of' perpetual fear; that, Lord toriive us, bare slll"Yival demands we must 

get and· stay power£ul~.and ,smart? • In the· Atomic · gedreedom of the press must 

never become a franchise to embark upon mass suicide. Thus all of us are 11free 

to jump off the Empire State Building, but with this vital difference-at least 

those that do do not- risk bringing the whole structure down with them., That is 

why you and I not only dare to ask, but~ ask, that our press today consider 

its grave new responsibilities a.long with its tradi~iorial freedoms. It, the 

press, must learn that silence oan not only be golden-it may also mean the 

difference between survival and ohaos. 
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Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpe.rnip_g, Michigan 

THE GLASS CURTAIN 

When Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house 

just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. oper

ative--as was the street-cleaner in front of the place-or that the nondescript 

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to 

know that one of the two men to whom he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret 

military data was also an undercover man for the F.B.I. 

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy to whom he shortly delivered this 

data were arrested, a few minutes later, it was learned that the naval recruit 

had delivered to the Russian spy the following military intelligence: That the 

U. s. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bombardiers; that graduates of this 

course were already at sea with units of the fleet; that they were being traine 

at secret places, one of which was located in New Mexico; that they used pre

cise duplicates of all current types of atomic bombs; that these crews have 

participated and continue to do so in tests at Nevada and Eniwetok; and that 

complete components for atomic bombs are probably now being carried at sea on _ 

our larger carriers. 

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for 

their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give 

each of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one 

of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data an 

it was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is just 

what happened recently and the release, dated from Washington, is quoted in its 

entirety: 

11The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers-fliers 
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and secret schools 
of nuclear weapon use. 

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the fleet 
or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft presumably 
capable of delivering any current type of atomic bomb. 

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such a 
program exists, but published reports and previous brief comments 
by other officials make it possible to say that: 



• • 

11The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at 
the same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crews. 
These include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces 
Special Weapons Project. 

"They use, as do Air Force crews, precise duplicates of 
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear 
fission charge. 

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which con
duct the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe
tok Proving Grounds. 

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried 
aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have 
gone without official denial." 

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of a flood of news re

leases we have been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors of 

our newspapers and news services would be aghast if they were accused of fur

nishing aid and comfort--and military intelligence--to our enemies. Still one 

wonders if, in their zeal , to print all the news--and possibly scoop each other

they have not all too frequently-and innocently--been doing just that. Is it 

too much to say that an intelligent and reasonably informed grammar school boy 

could make some pretty shrewd assessments of the extent and course of our mili

tary preparations simply by reading our own newspapers? 

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail 

the presidential news conference, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that 

could be heard 'round the world. They were doubtless right, and if Ike's 

strategists ever seriously considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it 

with a thud. 

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen from the trial of a yoW1g 

socialite in a morals case, again the howl went up--but, without dilating, this 

time there was much to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck 

to his guns and has since been sustained by his supreme court. 

This business of press censorship, volW1tary or otherwise, does not lend 

itself to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles as 

the one quoted-except to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the enemy. Is 

there not too damned much loose talk in the press about our military: plans and 
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installations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our 

development of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. 

pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. 

Of our mobile 

Of the fact 

that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near Eni

wetok? The press. Of the detailed results of recent Nevada tests on civilian 

installations? The press-along with a splendid assist from television and 

radio. 

Not only our strength but our weaknesses are broadcast for all to bear. 

committee of scientists makes a highly confidential report to the government 

that, among other things, in two years our country will be a sitting duck for 

atomic attack. Then, via their leaky and garrulous old friend, 11!?". Informed 

Spokesman, the newspapers tell all. At times there seems something almost 

pathological in their compulsion to confess •.. Is it not just about time to 

stuff old Mr. Spokesman-along with a few newspapers--into the widening leak in 

our dike of security? 

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its dirty line 

in public; and, more specifically, that if our. military preparations are inade

quate our people should be. informed, and fast, so that they can intelligently 

jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a persuasive argument, 

and one curiously hard to rebut. Surely it is a valid one in political and 

kindred fields. But it has a validity that can be abused. And haven't our 

newspapers long since gone 'way past that point in the military field? 

Again it may be argued that many of these releases came from official 

government sources, as indeed some of them appear to have. The answer to that 

one is that to the extent that it is true, then a plague upon both their houses. 

In the lawless international jungle in which we now dwell, talebearers can be as 

dangerous as talemakers. 

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty shrewd 

conclusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable 

enemy trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a descri 

tion of a new electronic gadget prove of great significance to him?--be the one 



revealing clue for him to perfect one of his own diabolic devices? 

One finds irony of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so 

11free 11 that it aids the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. Does our 

press fail to grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a 

climate of perpetual fear; that, Lord forgive us, bare survival demands we must 

get and stay powerful and smart? In the Atomic Age freedom of the press must 

never become a franchise to em.bark upon mass suicide. Thus all of us are "free' 

to jump off the Empire State Building, but with this vital difference-at least 

those that do do not risk bringing the whole structure down with them. That is 

why you and I not only dare to ask, but~ ask, that our press today consider 

its grave new responsibilities along with its traditional freedoms. It, the 

press, must learn that silence can not only be golden--it ~ so mean the 
/\ 

difference between survival and chaos. 



Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

THE GLASS CURTAIN 

When Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house 

just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. opera

tive--as was the street-cleaner in front of the place--or that the nondescript 

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he t9 

know that when he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret military data to a 

Russian spy he was observed in the act by another F.B.I. man. 

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a few minutes 

later, it was learned that the naval recruit had conveyed the following mili

tary intelligence: That the U.S. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bom

bardiers; that graduates of this course were already at sea with units of the 

fleet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located 

in New Mexico; that they used precise duplicates of all current types of atomic 

bombs; that these crews have participated and continue to do so in tests at 

Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete components for atomic bombs are probably 

now being carried at sea on our larger carriers. 

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for 

their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel .inclined to give 

each of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one 

of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data an 

it was published on the front page qf yo~r favorite newspaper? Yet that is jus 

what happened recently and the release, dated from Washington, is auoted in its 

entirety: 

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers-
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and 
secret schools of nuclear weapon use. 

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the 
fleet or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft 
presumably capable of delivering any current type of atomic 
bomb. 

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such 
a program exists, but published reports and previous brief 
comments by other officials make it possible to say that: 



11 The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at 
the same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crews . 
These include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces 
Special Weapons Project. 

11 '.l;'hey use, as do Air Force crews, precise duplicates of 
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear 
fission charge. 

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which con
duct the experimental atomic explosions at ~evada and Eniwe
tok Proving Grounds . 

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried 
aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have 
gone without official denial. 11 

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of a flood of news re

leases we have been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors of 

our newspapers and news services would be aghast if they were accused of fur

nishing aid and comfort--and military intelligence--to our enemies. Still one 

wonders if, in their zeal to print all the news--and possibly scoop each other-

they have not all too frequently--and innocently--been doing just that. Is it 

too much to say that an intelligent and reasonably informed grammar school boy 

could make some pretty shrewd assessments of the extent and course of our mili

tary preparations simply by reading our own newspapers? 

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail 

the presidential news conference, _to a man the newspapers let out a howl that 

could be heard 'round the world. They were doubtless right, and if Ike's 

strategists ever seriously considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it 

with a thud. 

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen fran the trial of a young 

socialite in a morals case, again the howl went up--but, without dilating, this 

time there was much to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck 

to his guns and has since been sustained by his supreme court . 

This business of press consorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend 

itself to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles a 

the one quoted--except to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the enemy. Is 

there not too damned much loose talk in the press about our military plans and 
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installations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our 

development of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile 

pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact 

that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near Eni

wetok? The press. Of the detailed results of recent Nevada tests on civilian 

installations? The press--along with a splendid assist from television and 

radio. 

Not only our strength but our weaknesses are broadcast for all to hear. A 

committee of scientists makes a highly confidential report to the government 

that, among other things, in two years our country will be a sitting duck for 

atomic attack. Then, via their leaky and garrulous old friend, Mr. Informed 

Spokesman, the newspapers tell all. At times there seems something almost 

pathological in their compulsion to confess ... Is it not just about time to 

stuff old Mr. Spokesman--along with a few newspapers--into the widening leak in 

our dike of security? 

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its dirty line 

in public; and, more specifically, that if our military preparations are inade

quate our people should be informed, and fast, so that they can intelligently 

jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a persuasive argument, 

and one curiously hard to rebut. Surely it is a valid one in political and 

kindred fields. But it has a validity that can be abused. And haven't our 

newspapers long since gone •way past that point in the military field? 

Again it may be argued that many of-these releases came from official 

government sources, as indeed some of them appear to have. The answer to that 

one is that to the extent that it is true, the? a plague upon both their houses. 

Regardless of who may be initially to blame for some of these leaks, the bitter 

fact is that in the lawless international jungle in which e now dwell, tale

bearers can be as dangerous as talemakers. 

To the possible argument that these newspaper revelations are calculated 

simply to mislead or else are part of a subtly conceived psychological program 

to deter and scare the bejabbers out of the Russians (and whose adherents doubt 

less comfort themselves that Stalin and Gottwald died of fright) one wryly asks: 

- 3 -



~ program? What annonymous and unsung genius ever persuaded our tempera-

mental Colonel McCormicks to lie down meekly with anyone? How, where or when 

have the Russians demonstrated that they scare easily? And in any case woul.dn' 

complete silence on our part prove more nerve-wracking? (Isn't the mysterious 

Slavic fog of Russian silence a pretty big factor in our own jitters?) And if 

there is any such program, which we doubt (at least among newspapers), why is 

it necessary for our press to go to such pains to supplement it by presenting 

our enemy with a series of carefully engraved and calipered blueprints of our 

military-scientific horrors to be weighed against and used to perfect his own? 

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty shrewd 

conclusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable 

enemy trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a descri 

tion of a new electronic gadget prove of great significance to him?--be the one 
~ 

revealing clue for him to perfect one of his own diabolic devices? 

One finds iron! of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so 

"free" that it aids the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. Does our 

press fail to grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a 

climate of perpetual fear; that, Lord forgive us, bare survival demands we must 

get and stay powerful ' and · smart? In the Atomic Age freedom of the press must 

never become a franchise to embark upon mass suicide. Thus all of us are "free' 

to jump off the Empire State Building, but with this vital difference-at least 

those that do do not risk bringing the whole structure down Vlith them. That is 

why you and I not only dare to ask, but must ask, that our press today consider 

its grave new responsibilities along with its traditional freedoms. It, the 
'-

press, must learn that silence can not only be golden--it may also mean the 

difference between survival and chaos. 
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