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THE FOREIGNERS 

~ 
Coming down the.A-township driving 

that way
1
it was all I could do to hold the Compiled Laws 

the ballots upon my lap, what with the roads all pocked 

om Spring, and crazy with thaw boils and frost heave, too. 

it didn't heJp much to have Toivo under the influence of 

was, tugging 11Way at it every mile, like a 

ealf at udder, driving one ha:xi, when two was none too 

and me trying to balance the ballots and the Compiled Laws 

lap, like the juggler at the medicine show that time he 

the belly-ache~ in the middle of it. 

Not that I don't take a little drink myself once in the 

but if the Township Clerk can't keep sober on Election Day 

time he quit and resigned, and left the s~¢f~t political 

It would be like betraying a¢¢ sacred trust handed d 

e voters a.t the polls 1 JlOt_ to meJ1tiop. ~the constitutional. 
-i, ~dD = .tfrdid;r ~ ~~~. 

I was carrying on my lap./\Not that I d~n•t like a little 

once in the w~m¥self, so to speak. 

You couldksee the flag about a mile away, above the mist, 

gentle from the school house mast, wh ich they had let the 

to use for voting that day, because it was right 

township cross-roads. 

There w~uite a few autos there already when we drove 

school house yard, with a sigh of relief, Toivo parking 

auto out of view of the school, by the side of the girls' out

se, hiding the bottle in the spare casing in the back seat so he 

d sneak out and violate the constitutional oath once in the 

to speak. ~6t,'d,6 ~ ~tU,4.:, ffe k 6 ff,;; r~ 
Eino and Matt and Arne were already there, settin~ up the 

the,... besides quite a few drinks~ for the Finnish miners '/it,,, 
from Mather's End who were waitin~ to vote and get back to 

But we members of the election ~¢-,i board had '/i~ti/t~~ 
the rumor, so I, doing the talking for the board, as usu~l, 

)rted hhem to stay, which most of them did, Eino at that point 

fruit jars of moonshine to sort of cement things. 



2. 
~ J_, 1--

So we got up the booths , andAthe ballot box/ loe=kw~, and 

b that time there was quite a few voters more waiting,...to vote, "u- • -- , ,A. , 

w ich they did, and mos~ly stayed1 Ju And all ~ay long· they came~ 
Finn "' 

al over the township/ farmers and miners, some even with horsesi o . 
wfJJ.u of the few Frenchmen that came WV\\,-lwd. Ui ~ ,,,, 

t e poorer ones, ~som;/ft¢~¢~¢¢~/~ ~d all the while I 

d d not once violate the constitutional oath, %~¢g~ ~though 

s rongly exhorted so to do by my fellow candidates, Toivo and Eino 

Matt and Arne, besides some of the others who did not hold no 

itical positions of trust. 



stay, Bhich most of them did, Eino at that point introducing 

three big fruit jars of moonsh ine to sort of cement the 

argument. 

So we got up the booths and the ballot box locked, 

and by that time there 

to vote which they did 

was quite a few 

-- and~ d. 
"-· 

voters more waiting 

And all day long they 

came from all over the township, farmers and miners, some 

even with horses, the poorer ones, and all the while I did 

not once violate the;,9?nstitutional oath, though strongly 
so mvy F #tr-~~ 1 

exhorted/to do byAToivo and Eino and Matt and Arne
1 

besides ,4..c,nu..--

others who held no political positions of trust. 

By 4:30 P.M. Toivo and I and Eino and Matt and Arne 

figured sure we was re-elected, despite p¢t,t,t~~t/tYJI/.i¢1¢,/ 
the five Frenchmen from Mather's End who was running aga inst 

us, despite --== a Frenchmen hadn't been elected over a Finni~,~ ,,,~,---

in the township since the lumber mill closef down. But the 

five Frenchmen was running anyway, which shows a clear indication 

Jlow ~ hope beat s-fn ie :poli t !-J,al breast regard i ng politic~ 
fl{,t(.t,<-l , t>{~~ tf'~~~-

J If was gettinf kind of late, and the drinks were 

running low, so we was thinking of counting the votes, when I 

heard a bugle'6blow, ear a s the scream of a stud horse• coming 

down the road from Mather's Enl Toivo ran to the window..lo /U--e. 

11 Men, 11 he shouted in Finn, 11 it 1 s an army. They're 
-W../,,,.t ~ -~Ml~• 

almost to the school house. "' It's an army coming!" 

We all ran to the windows, as many as we could, ,,an~ 
J~ 

there they 7t::.,, turning i nto the school yard, in marching step, A 

being moreith::i,n us. - . The
1 

bugleJ blew 1d 
~V\,, ~ ..£k.~ ~n e,t '='6. ! b ') a gain and they stopped .and,y::olIJill ced ,!11illin~ ar ound/\~ looking 4ifi,,,. 

~~~-~ LLIM-tf..e~~-
.W,. at the school}~~~~ wgre a bunch of young fellows. Then three 

of them came up l;Jhe porch~ened the do~r{and walke~ in. 

We ~ail at /.our ·stations, ready for them
1
~~. 

One of them, a red-headed young fellow with freckl es, 

which could not be a Finn, spoke up at To i vo. 11 Who' s boss here? 11 

11 I 1m chairman," Toivo said in English. 

"What time do the polls close?" 

Toivo looked up at the school clock. 11 In t wenty minutes." 



11 We 1 re the C.C.C. boys stationed at Ma ther's End. 

We came to vote. 11 ~ ':::~e=.e=_=c·=U=:::_u-c.::::,.·~ ~-' 

Just then we che ke football over 

the five ca]'l-~~f/Jlst us from Mather• s End. 

~Aall of the election board looked at me, like they 
~,) .,._ ~ (} 

11

,,,vi=""" ;lways did_o~~tl,o~~~
4
~l W..Q:e_nez.t ..Q_h~1~W,U- .., 

rll v ~i-u- IYnf. · ::i::'. said 11 You cannot vote. 11 
u,,wut-AAI" I\ ' 

f 11,i~'ln~i1.-A(rr,;,.,~(t#l,(:v - J ~ From the red-head, 11 To hell we can't! Why?" 
~Jw,µ,, ,, nD I ~ 

()>(iyou,._came from down state, didn't you? 11 

2 11 What of it? 11 Rie ~~iP 0eeme~ to get Ped~er. 

11 You don't reside here," I said. 

11 To hell we don't. We've lived in t his lousy hole 

all winter .. " Ut,;_ J.,,,,,;_ ~li, r~,,,_,, !)~ ~ ~ 
-t,,,,rJ-j,;~ ~ d /ruul.. ft,,, ""1· tsohdz: , ,, ~ Sod;,~ ..;,( • ( & •• • <jCJ«c(~ 

~ ~ ile'-was my p::ist experience in political si uation~o 

keep patient and explain tactful to those who got mistaken notions 

where they are wrong, not having the advantage of Compiled Law~ 

tM~1~t =~ ~/\up the Compiled Laws and turned to the 

Constitution, the par t a/.,,ut elections. I c..,ld see llatt and Ao t ~
Toivo and the~ looking at me very proud -- and very relieved~~ 

When I found the~ace I marched out'}::: the po~rch., !h5 crowd inside 
~ > /\.. ~~ (UW.,Ca,,n,uJ,{__ 

followed-me, and~ ~he C.C.C. boysA earn& to the porch. 
~ 

ed my three;rt like Ju~ Clance;y: always does at -,,/ A 
t J;I at/, ,o., /i" ~ ~~ t'.t "' ~ ,b-~ ~..I,,) 

Circuit '(\ commenced reading from the const ~ut! on. 

11 1 No one shall be entitled to vote at any election 

unless he "'Eil? -sllr shall have resided in the township or ward where 

he offers to vote for six months preceding such election.• " 

There was silence, only brea t ::J. ing. 

11 'The word 11 residence 11 for voting purposes shall mean 

that place at which a person permanently sleeps and has a lodging.' 11 

I closed the Compiled Laws and tucked~ t~ JJ}J-er my arm. 
,4;;_, :,ci!I.H42 u, ✓ ~ , I 

11 That, gentlemen, 11 I said;i',{shows conclusive you are :;r 
cl, l,,.,_...t~:./),4~J~~«i 

not entitled to vote. You I re not ref1/(,nts.:~1!:/u ;_re nothing- but • :::,, 

down-state~ tr~tJ IC.a bi ~ .,.; ~~~ ,w.J_ 

~ ~t happene~er that I got mostly £MIil being t omd 



~ ,afo--t/.J, ~
.. '-11 .. ,,) jµJ, p'l, ~ 

rr.--- ~;_., 
~} 

l&t0,c' ;A because all a one e I saw the red-he~ then something 

_p,kt,a:,.;:~:}:, eye,~ I remember is~e ground, 

A hugging the Compiled~~ru2,to
1

_!he, voters trust handed down. 

Except I sort of re~berAsome~ step~~my neck, and I opened 
A ,, ~ 

one eye, the only one that would work, just as the sun was go ing 
J~ 

down, andAthere was a big bon-fire and everyone was fighting, like 

in the movies. 

Then, despite only one eye, I saw the red-head dumping 

so,me p~per~~h-;:r;_:t:"a~ I saw it was the ballots, I just 
e,lu.cAd-~ ~ ~ f:J2~ / a,c,c,d. 

Jl called out nice and 1 oud: o~l~e~al,:jl'~1~H::i:1ii~~n~1yr-1tt:"1lr.11~0Tcattt -:lt-1t-· ~~-rl-ttsd~gl!"ee-09±11'!:aRfteeee~y.,. 

•Go back down-state, you damn dirty foreirJn,,e-!J,f_ f'o!~ 
head v.Jwti... Mui. lLtlW-/tbtf,f~~, ~ -ou!-1~ ().. ~ 

Isa /\the eompiled Law~-snd s1s~ut~~Abecause he constitutional 

oath don't say nothing about the Township Clerk has to be a boxer. 
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~ Coming down theAtownship 

that waefi t was all I could 

-~th~~~ 
r~ Toivo driving 

do to hold the Compiled 

Laws and the ballots on my lap, what with the roads all pocked 

from Spring, and crazy with thaw boils and frost heave, too. 

And it didn't help much to ma.ve Toivo under the influence of 

a bottle, which he was, tugging away at it every mile, like a 

young calf at udder, driving one hand, when two was none too 
~C-' 

good, and me trying to~eld the ballots and the Compiled Laws 

on my lap, like the juggler at the medicine show that time 

J1i11111 he got the belly ache in the middle/r it. 

Not that Ili"""et the same t±~ don't take a little 

drink myself once in the while, but if the Township Clerk 

can't keep sober on Election Day it is time he quitefand 

resigned
1

and left the political arena behind. It would be 

like betraying a sacred trust handed down by the voters at 

the polls, not to mention the constitutional oath I was carrying 

-right there on my lap. Not that I don't like a little drink 

once in the while, myself
1 

,(J.,() ~ ~-
~~(tf~ 

You could see the flag about a mile awa~waving 

~ """"'_.r_from the sch~! house mast, which they had let the 

children out of to use for voting that day, because it was 

right at the township cross-roads. 

There were quite a few autos there already when we 

dr ~ve in the school_j,~~a~,tt:i~h of relief, Toivo 

parking h&s aut~'1.r.e side of the girls' outhouse,~.,;,•'-

vi&W ef tQ~ 0oboei,, ~hiding the bottle in the spare casing 
~so he could 

in the back seat~ ~p/sneak out and violate the constitutional 

oath once in the while, 4./J U ~• 
setting; 

Eino and Matt and Arne were already there,/p~ttt~t up 

the booths,-besides quite a few drinks.,-for the Finnish !D._iners 1 ~a--~ La t~. 
there from Mather's End who ware waiting to vot~ But we 

m4mbers of the election board had heard the rumor, so I, 

doing the talking for the board
1

as usual, exhorted them to 
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THE FOREIGNERS 

by 
Robert Traver 

Coming down the steaming township road in the early sun, 

with Toivo driving crazy that way, it was all I could do to hold 

the Compiled Laws and the ballots upon my lap, what with the roads 

all pocked from SP-ring, and crazy with thaw boils and fxost heave, 

too. And it didn't help much to have Toivo under the influence 

of a bottle, which he was, tugging away at it every mile, like a 

young calf at udder, driving one hand, when two was none too good, 

and me trying to balance the ballots and the Compiled Laws upon my 

lap, like the juggler at the medicine show that time he got the 

belly ache in the middle of it. 

Not that I don't take a little drink myself once in the 

while, but if the Township Clerk can't keep sober on Election Day 

it is time he quit and resigned, and left the political arena 

the voters at the polls, not to mention the constitutional oath I 

was carrying on my lap. Not that I don't like a little drink once 

in the while, myself, so to speak. 

We could finally see the flag about a mile away, above the 

mist, waving gentle from the school house mast, wbich they had 

let the children out of to use for voting that day, because it 

was right at the township cross-roads. 

There was quite a few autos there already when we drove 

in the school house yard, with a sigh of relief, Toivo parking 

is auto out of view of the school, by the side of the irls1 out

house, hiding the bottle in the spare casing in the back seat so 

he could sneak out and violate the constitutional oath once in the 

while, so to speak. 

Eino and Matt and rne were already there, setting up 

the booths -- besides quite a few drinks -- for the Finnish 

r 



miners there from Mather's End who were waiting to vote and get 

back to work. Bue we members of the election board had heard the 

rumor, so I, doing the talking for the board, as usual, exhorted 

them to stay, which most of them did, Eino at that point intro

ducing three big fruit jars of moonshine to sort of cement things. 

So we got up the booths, and locked the ballot box, and 

by that time there was quite a few voters more waiting to vote, 

which they did, and mostly stayed. And all day long they came 

from all over the township, Finn farmers and miners, some even 

with horses, the poorer ones, while most of the few Frenchmen that 

came even had to walk. And all the while I did not once violate 

the constitutional oath, though strongly exhorted to do so by my 

fellow canaidates, Toivo and Eino and Matt and Arne, besides some 

of the others who did not hold no political positions of trust. 

By 4: 30 F. M. Toi vo and I and Eino and Matt and Arne 

==;c;:~s~u~r~e we was re-elected, ~.;;;;...,;:;.----= Frenchmen from 

Mather's End who was running against us, despite a Frenchman 

hadn 1 t been elected over a Finn in the township since the lumber 

mill close down. But the five Frenchmen was running anyway, which 

shows a clear indication how strong hope beats in the political 

breast regarding politics, regardless · of how many Finns there are. 

It was getting kind of late, and the drinks was getting 

low, so we was thinking of counting the votes, when I heard the 

sound of a bugle, coming down the road from Mather's End, clear as 

the scream of a stud horse. Toivo ran to the window to see. 

11 en, 11 he shouted in "inn, 11 it 1 s an army. Tliey 1 re almost 

to the school house. What we heard is true. It's an army coming!' 

We all ran to the indows, as many as we could, and there 

they were, turning in the school ya.rd, in marching step, ~bout a 

hundred, being more of them than us. The bugle blew again and 

they stopped and then commenced milling around, like a bunch of 

young heifers in the pasture with a bull, looking at the school, 

-2 



and us right back at them there in the windows. 

of young fellows, all dressed in khaki clothes. 

They were a bunch 

Then three of tr.em 

came up upon the porch and opened the door and walked in. We were 

all at our placed, ready for them, whatever contingency happened. 

One of them, a red-headed young fellow with freckles 

upon his face, Yvhich could not be a Finn, spoke up at Toivo. 11 Who 1 

boss here?" 

11 ! 1 m chairman," Toivo said in English. 

11What time do the polls close? 11 

Toivo looked up at the school clock. 11 In twenty minutes. 11 

The red-head said: 11 We 1re the C. C. C. boys stationed at 

Mather• s End. we .came to vote. 11 

Just then we heard a long cheer from the C. C. C. boys in 

the yard, like football over the radio. Toivo looked at me with 

unsaid words. They were cheering for the Frenchmen -- the five 

i against m Mather's End. 

It was then that all the election board looked at me, 

like they always did when they got stuck bad, despite I was not 

chairman. 

I picked up the Compiled Laws and said, 11You cannot vote. 11 

From the red-head. 11 To hell we can1 t ! hy? 11 

"All you came from down-state, didn't you?" 

11What of i t? 11 

11You don't reside here, 11 I said. 

11 To hell we don• t. we• ve lived in this lousy hole all 

His hair looked to get redder, so 

my tactics and not brush the wool the wrong way. 

It was my past experience in political situations to keep 

patient and e:xplain tactful to those who got mistaken notions 

about where they are wrong, not having the advantage of Compiled 

Laws like me. o I opened up the Compiled Laws and turned to the 



Constitution, the part about elections. I could see Toivo and 

Matt and the others looking at me very proud -- and very relieved, 

so to speak. When I found the right place I marched out upon the 

porch. The crowd inside followed me outside, and the C. C. C. 

boys outside stopped cheering and came all up to the porch. 

I cleared my voice like Judge Clancey does when they hold 

Circuit Cour at he county seat . They all stood there waiting 

expectant. Then I commenced reading from the constitution. 

111 No one shall be entitled to vote at any election unless 

he shall have resided in the township or ward where he offers to 

vote for six months preceding such election. 1 11 

There was silence, only breathing. 

11 • The word 11 residence 11 for voting purposes shall mean that 

place at which a person permanently sleeps and has a lodging. 1 11 

I closed the Compiled Laws and tucked them under my arm. 

11 That, gentlemen, 11 I said, 11 shows conclusive 

entitled to vote. You are not residents. In fact, 11 

summarize it up plain, you are nothing but a bunch of down-state 

transients, so to speak, and you better turn a.round and rna.rch 

right back to your Frenchmen in Mather• s End. 11 

What happened after that I got mostly from being told sub

sequent, because all at once I saw the red-head there, and then 

something hit me upon the eye, and then I didn't see the red-head, 

or anyone else. In fact, about all I remember is falling upon the 

ground, like I was drunk, hugging the Compiled Laws, true to the 

voters• trust handed own. xcep~ I sort of remember later on 

someone stepping upon my neck, and I opened one eye, the only one 

that would work, j st as the sun was going down in its hole, and 

I saw there was a big bonfire and everyone was fighting, just like 

in the movies. 

Then, despite only one eye, I saw the red-head dumping 

some papers from a box upon the fire, ana when I saw it was the 



ballots, I just cleared my voice like Judge Clancey, and called 

out nice and loud, 11 Go back down-state, you damn dirty foreigner st" 

Then I put my head upon my Compiled Laws and closed my eye and f e 

quick into a swoon, because the constitutional oath don't say 

nothing about the Township Clerk has to be a boxer. 



Written by: 
John O. Voelker 
leJlpeming, K1oh1gan 

'?HE 100.EIGNERS 

by 
Robert Traver 

Oom1ng down the steaming township road in the early sun, 

with !bivo driving crazy that WIJ3, 1t waa all l could do to hold 

the Compiled Laws and the ballots upon rey lap, what with the 

roads all pocked f~om Spring. and crazy with thaw boils and frost 

heave, too. And it didn't help much to ha.Te Toivo under the in

fluence of a bottle, which he was, tugging away at tt every mile, 

like a young calf at udder, driving one hand, when two waa none 

too good, and me trying to balance the ballots and the Compiled 

Laws upon my lap, like the jugglel" at the med1o1ne show tlnt time 

he got the belly ache in the middle of 1 t. 

Hot that I don•t take a little drink myself once in the 

while, but 1f the Township Olerk can•t keep sober on Election 

Day 1t is time he quit and resigned, and left the political arena 

behind. It would be like betraying a sacred trust handed down by 

the voters at the polls• not ~o mention the oonatitutio~ oath 

I was carrying on m, lap. lot tba.t 1 don't like a 11 ttle drink 

once in the while, myself, $0 to speak. 

We could finally see the flag about a mile way, above tbe 

111st, waving gentle from the school house ma.at, which they had let 

the children out of to use tor voting ~hat day, beoause it waa 

:right at the township cross-roads., 

There was ite a.few autos there already when we dro•e in 

the school house yard, with a sigh ot relief, To1vo parking his 

auto out of view ot the school, by the aide of the g1r1a• out

house, hiding the bottle in the spa.re casing in the ba.ck seat eo 

he could sneak out and violate the oonstitutiona.l oath once 1n the 

while, so to speak. 

Eino and Katt and Arne were al.ready there. aetting up the 

booths - besides quite few drinks -- for the F1nniah miners 



there from Ka.ther• e End who were wa1 ting to vote and get back to 

work. But we member a of the eleot!on board bad he a.rd the rumor, 

so I, doing the talking for the boa.rd, as usual, exhorted them to 

stay, which most of them did, E1no at that point introducing three 

big fruit Jars of moonshine to sort of cement things. 

So we got up the booths, and locked the ballot box, and by 

that time there •as quite a few voters more waiting to vote, whioh 

they did, and mostly stayed. And all dq long they came from all 

O'fer the township, Finn farmers a.nd miners, some even with horses, 

the poorer onea, •btle moat of the tew Frenchmen that came even · 

h d to walk• And all 1ihe while I did not onoe Violate the consti

tutional oath, though strongly exhorted to do eo by my fellow 

candidates, Toivo and E1no and Matt and Al'ne, besides some ot the 

others who did not hold no political poa1t1ona of trust. 

By 4:30 P. M. Toivo and land Eino and Katt and Arne fig

ured sure we was re-elected, despite the five Frendhmen from 

Ma.thet• s End who was running a.gs.inst ua, despite a. Frenchman 

hadn't.been elected over- a. r1nn in the township a1noe the lumbei

mill close down. But the five Frenchmen was running anyway, 

which shows a cleal" indication how strong hope beats in the polit

ical breast regarding politics, regardless ot bow many r1nna 

there a.re. 

lt watt getting kind ot late, and the drinks wa.s getting low, 

ao we was thinking of counting the votes, when I heard the sound 

of a. bugle, coming down the roa.d from Kather• a End, clear a.a the 

scream ot a stud horse. To1vo ran to the window to see. 
1Men,• he shouted 1n Jinn, •1t•s an army. They•re almost to 

the school house. 1fha.t we beard 1e true. It• s an army coming!• 

We all ra.n to the Windows, as many a.a we could, a.nd there 

they were, turning 1n the school yard, in marching step, about a. 

hundred, being more ot them than us. The bugle blew again and 

they stopped a.nd then commenced milling around, lite a. bunch ot 

a. 



young heifers in the pasture with a bull, looking at the school, 

and us right back at them there in the windows. They were a 'buno 

of young fellow11, all dressed 1n khaki clothes. '?hen three of 

them came u,p upon the porch a.nd Qp&ned the door a.nd walked 1n. 

we were all at our places, ready for them, whatever contingency 

happened. 

One of them, a red-headed young fellow with freckles upon 

his face, which could not be a J'inn, spoke up at Totvo. •Who• a 

bose here?• 

"I'm chairman,• 'l'oivo said in Engliah. 

•What time do the polls close?• 

Toivo looted up at the school oloot. •in twenty minutes.• 

The red-bead said: •we•re the 000 boys stationed at Mather• 

End. e came to vote.• 

Juat then we heard a long oheer from the coo boys in the 

yard, lite football over the radio. to1vo looked at me With 

unsaid words. They were cheering for the Frenchmen - the five 

candidates against ua ftom Jlatber• s End. 

It was then that all the election boa.rd looked at me, like 

they alwa;ys did when they got stuck bad, deap1 te I was not chair-

man. 

I picked up the Oompiled Laws and sa1d1 •You cannot vote." 

rrom the :ted-head. "To hell we oan• t l Why?" 
.,. 

•u1 you oame ti-om down-state, d1dn' t you?" 

•What ~ 1 t?" 

uyou don•t reside here,• I aatd. 

•to bell we don•t. We1 Te lived 1n th1a lousy hole a.11 

winter.• Bis hair looked to get redder, ao I decided to change 

my tactics and not brush the wool the nong wa.y. 

It was my past exper1ence in political aituations to keep 

patient and explain ta.otful to those who got mistaken notions 

ab0ut where they a.re wrong, not having the advantage of Compiled 



La.we like me. 8o I opened up the Compiled. La.we and turned to the 

Oonsti tution, the pa:rt a.bout elect1ona. 1 could see To1vo and 

Katt nd the others looking at me very proud - and very relieved• 

so to speak. When 1 found the right pla.oe l marched out upon the 

porch. The crowd 1ns1de followed me outside, and the CCC boys 

outside stopped cheering and came all up to the porch. 

I cleared my vo1ce like Judge Clancey does when they hold 

Circuit Court at the county seat. They all stood there waiting 

expectant. Then I commenced reading from the Constitution. 

"'No one shall be entitled to vote at any election unless 

be shall have reeided 1n the township or ward where be offers to 

vote tor six months preceding such election-'" 

'l'bere was silence, only breathing. 

"• The word 8 residence" for voting purposes shall mean that 

place at whiob a person permanently sleeps and ha.s a lodging.• 11 

1 closed the Compiled La.wa and tuoked them under my arm. 

ttfhat, gentlemen.• l sa1d, "shows oonoluetve you are not 

entitled to vote. Tou are not reeidente. In fa.ct,• 1 said, •to 

summarize it up plain• JOU a.re nothing but a bunob of down

state transients, so to speak, and you better turn around and 

march right back to your rrenchm$111n Kather•a End." 

What happened after that l go, mostly from being told sub

sequent, because all at once 1 saw the red-hea.d there, and then 

something hit me upon the eye, a.nd then I d1dn1 t see the red-hea.4 

or anyone else. In fa.ct, about all l remembe~ 1s falling upon 

-the ground, like 1 wa.a drtink, hugging the Oompiled Laws, true to 

the voters• trust handed down. Excepi I sort of remember later 

on eomeone stepping upon my neck, and I opened one eye• the only . 
one that would work, just as the sun was going down in 1te hole, 

and I saw there was a big bmit1~e and eTeryone was f1ih'1ng • • just 

like 1n the movies. 
Then, desp1 te only one eye, I saw the red-head dumping some 

papers fl'om a box upon the fire, and when l saw it was the ballot • 



I just cleared 'flt/ Yo1oe like Judge Clancey, and oa.lled out nice 

and loud, •ao back down-ata.te, you damn dirty foreigners!• Then 

J put my bead upon my Compiled Laws and closed my eye and fell 

quiok into a swoon, beo&uee the conQtitutton&l oath don•t say 

nothing about the To-.rnabip Clerk bae to be a boxer. 



i-1tten by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, 1chigan. 

THE OREI ~ERS 

by 
Robert Tr ve:r 

Coming down th teaming township zo in thee rly 

sun, with Toiyo &riving or zy th t w y, it wa a.11 I oould do to 

hol th Co 11 d th ballot upon y lap, what With the 

road l poc ed fro Spring, and crazy with th :w boils and frost 

he ':i', too. d it didn't h lp much to have Toivo under the in-

luenc of bottle, which he was, tugging away at it e ery mile, 

like a young calf at udder, drivin one hand, when two a none 

too good, d me trying to ba.lanee the ballots a.nd the Co piled 

upon my l p, 11 the juggler at the adicine sh that ti 

he go th lly ache in the m1ddl of it. 

ot th t I don•t t e littl drink myself once in 

th h11, but if the own ip Cl rk c •t keep sober on El ction 

Day it is time he quit d resigned, and left the political re 

behind. It would be like b tray1ng a.cred trust handed own by 

the voters t the poll, not o mention th con titutional o t 

I a c rying on y lap. ot that I don't. lik littl drink 

once 1 the h1le, ~s lf, so to speak. 

could in lly see the fl about a ile away, 

ists aving gentle fro the school house t, h1ch 

th children out of to use for voting th t day. e

s right t the township oros -rod. 

'l'her quite a fe autos ther alre dy when we 

d.ro e in the school hose yard, with igh of relief. oivo 

rking hi uto out of view of th school, by th side of the 

girls out-house, hiding the bottle in the sp in the 



a. 

back seat ao he could sneak out and violate the constitutional 

oath once in the while, so to speak. 

Eino and Katt and Arne were already there, setting 

up th booth - besides quite fe drinks - for the Finnish 

miners there from Mather's End who were wa.it1 to vote and get 

back to work. But we m mbers of the election boa.rd h d ha.rd the 

rumor, so I, doing ~;,t the alking for the board, usual ex-

hort d the to sty, which o t of them did, Eino at that point 

introducing three big fruit jars of m.oonsh1ne to sort of cem nt 

t1ing. 

So e got up the ooths, and locked th b llot box, 

d by that time there was quite a few voters mor w it1ng to vote, 

which they did, and ostly tayed. And ll day lo , they 

fro all over the township, Finn far era and miners, so ven 

1th horses, th poorer on s, while ,,.,,vJ of the few Frenchmen that V 
came even had to wa.1. And 11 the while I did not o ce violat 

the cons itutional oath, though 

fello can idat s, Toivo d Eino 

,a.-0-

trongly exhorted ..c. to c: " b t y 

d tt and rn, b aide ome 

of the ot rs ho id not old no politic 1 positions of trust. 

By 4:30 .M. Toivo d I and Eino and Katt d Arne 

figured sure we was re-eleote, despite the f1v Frenchm from 

th r 1 a d who 

been el oted over 

runnin ag i at u, despite French EVl h dn't 

inn in the to ship si ce the 1 b r mill 

clo do But th five Fr nchmen s running an ay, which 

ahows clear 1ndio tion ho stro hope beats in the political 

br a t r garding po itic, re dle s of how many inns th re a.r. 

It as getting kind of lat, and the dr. a s get

tin low, o e w s thi kin of counting the votes, when l e rd 

th ound of a b le, co 1ng down the ro d from th r 1 s d, 

Cl r s th Ce of tud h TS. T ivo r to h window to• e. 



3 . 

"Ken,• he shout d 1n Finn, it' an r y. They re 

the school house . ht we ha.rd is true . It•s an army 

e 1 ran to the windowst as many s e could, d 

they were, turning in~ the school yard, in marching step, 

hundred, being ore f them th us. The bugle ble 1n 

topped then co enced 1111ng aroi.m.<1; like bunch of 

bull, looking t the school, and 1n ~ P sture wit 

ht bac t the th re in the windo s. They ere a bunch of 

110 a. a.11 dressed 1n kh 1 clothes. 'then thr e OL the 

upon he po c d open d the door ang walked in. e were 

our place, re dy for th , wh tever conti g 

One¢ th m, a red-h ded youn fellow 1th fr okle 

his f ce, which could not be 

? 

Finn, spoke up t Toivo." o•s 

"l ' chair an 8 Tolvo aid in Engli h . 

• ha.t 1 do the polls clo e • 

Toivo looked up t the school clook. •In twenty 

inute . 

The re -he d s id: • e•re the c .c .o. boy st 1oned 

at ather•s End,. e came to vote . • 

Just then we be rd long ch er from the c.c.o. boys 

in the yard, lik football over the r dio. To1vo loo d t e with 

ord . They wer cheerin • for the French e-n - the five 

tes inst u fro Mather• End. 

It wet en th tall the election bo rd loo ed at e, 

like they always did when they got stuck b d, despite I 

ch i:r n. 

a not 

I pie ed up the Com~iled Laws ands id, You c ot 

ot. 



FTO the red-h d. To hell we cant! 

ll you oe.me from do -st te, didn•~ you? 

hat of it?• 

You don• r id hr,• I said. 

y? 

~Toh 11 we don•t. e've liv din this lo y hole 

l wi ter. 8 Hi ha·r looked tog t red r, so I decided to 

my t tic and o bra the wool he ron way. 

4. 

It w y past expe.i nee 1 11t1o itu: ion to 

tient to tho got 

notion bout her they r wro g, not havin e of 

Oo pil d La: s • o o· n d up the C d turn-

d o th Con ti utio, h p rt bout election. I oul e 

Toiv and 

r 1.a. ve , 

lo king a ry proud - d v ry 

to p ak. I found the right pl elm ~ed 

out t e oroh. The cro din d follow d me out id, and 

the c . c •• boy outs·d stoppo he ring d c 

orch . 

1 u to th 

.d I 9l~~r . ' 1 xnic~ • ::l Ju v ic y 
~~~h'£~~a~~~
G-½rcr:..i'i Oo~. A hey tll s ood the:r w-i tL . e p t . Th n I 

commenced re i fro th con titution. 

" o one 11 e itled o vot a y 1 ction 

tmlca h l h ve r id in h ton hp or w r whe 

o fera o vote for ix -prec di el ction. '• 

1.1 ce, only bre thing. 

1 The ord r idence fr oti purpo e sha.ll 

an h pl C which person p an ntly sleeps dh a 

lodging.' 

I cl d th mpiled L we d tucked the W1der 

al' . 

y 

ab , gentle en,• Is 1d, • how oonclu iv you re 

no nt tl d to vote. You are not re idents. I f ct, Is id, 



. 
I 

thin but btmc"h of down-

tra.nsi ~s, o to pe~k, and you better t-ur ound d 

right bao to your re ch en in llatber•e End.a 

h ter h t I ot ostly from b in 

eq nt, ec :use 11. o oe .l saw the :red-head t er 

d then something h t µpo he y , d th n I didn't ee the 

re -h d, or e. In f c:t, bout a.11 I re emb r :i f 1-

1 g pon the r und, like I w drunk h in th ompil d Laws 

tru to the voter tru than ed down. Ezcept I ort of em mber 

stepping upon y neck, a.nd I opened on y, the 

only on OI' 1 ju a the un o1ng don in it 

hol and I hr ig bonfire d eve on w s ighting, 

ust 11 e in the ovi s. 

Then, d sp te only one eye, I the red-he d 

dumpi g 0 p per from box upon the fire, and when I saw 1t 

th b lot , l just c red my voie like Judge Cle.no y, d 

C 11 d out ice and luud,•Go b c do n-etate, you d n dirty 

for ign r ~ • Then I put y had upon my Compiled L w d closed 

y y tell quick 1.nto swoon, becau e the constituti n~l 

o th don't s y nothi but the Township Clerk bas to b boxer 

I 


