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l!r • .EJ.liott • McDowell 
Modem Aee Book■, Inc. 
ROOll 1508 • 
245 Firth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. McDowell.a 

December S , 1941 

Thanks for your note that you receiv d the 
reviaed ecript. I enclose 1ome notes of minor ohangea 
and typographical erron. 

. 
I had debated including the encloeed atoz,y, 

"Th• Sunivor," in place ot the etory I used to illus­
trate Chapter 15, "The Inquiry." The reason I didn ' t 
ie that it 1a rather long and entii:ely in dialect. How­
ever, it still oocur1 to • that you might prefer it, • 
to the other yam. U you do, I believe it could be 
worked in with a brief new transitional par gr. ph about 
the "inquest" over the body we couldn' t tind, or some­
thing like that. 

It the reet of the book ahould be ahaping up 
favorably with you, please tell me what you think ot 
this euggeated change. • 

Sincerely, 



MODERN AGE 
245 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

Mr. John Voelker 
Prosecuting Attorney's Office 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Voelker: 

BOOKS, INC. 

MURRAY HILL 4-7340 

Thanks for your letter and the corrections and new chapter. All of 
us have not yet read it and I must apologize for our slowness, but 
those o us tha have agree that i is much improve both by the ad­
ditions and the cuts. We do believe, however, that you could still 
make it a better book. Now, don't g•et your gun and stop reading. 
I simply mean that there is still not enough of you in the book. The 
episodes and anecdotes do not reveal your own development, growth, 
and personality as much as we think they should and could. 

However, if you don't agree, I personally believe the decision will 
be to publish as is. Understand, this is simply my opinion. I can't 
yet speak until we have all read it. There would be one or two minor 
conditions which I am sure you'll agree to. In the first place, we 
all think the present title is definitely out. I believe you agreed 
to that when you were here. Try to be thinking of some other good 
ones - somethin~ perhaps suggesting crime and • the Northern Penin­
sula (the Finns, etc.). 

In the second place, we'd like to have permission to copy-edit a little. 
We thought some of the wisecracks were a little raw and that there was 
some "fine wTi ting" here and there. These criticisms, by the way, 
don't apply to your new material. It seems that your writin~ is even 
better than it was in the original stories. 

Now, maybe all this doesn't sound as though we are enthusiastic, but 
remember that we don't publish a book unless we are. We all, includ­
ing the salesmen, think it' s BNell reading, but we want t.o make your 
first book not just a good one but an excellent one, and I am sure you 
want to, also. 

So, please be thinking about all this ana let me have your reactions. 
In the meantime, we'll finish up the reading and let you have our final 
decision with any specific, major changes or cuts that we still think 
advisable. 

I hope you'll consider this as Christmas Cheer and Good Tidings for 
the New Year. 

EWM/rw 
uopwa #18 

§~?j~ ef).r.-f 
E. W. cDowell 
Editorial Dept. 



ftr. Elliott . Uc Dowell 
?."odern .\ge Books, Inc. 
Room 1508 
245 Fifth Avenue 
Rew York, Now York 

Dear rr. ~cDowellt 

December 221 1941 

Thanks tor your enoouracing letter of December 19. While I understand tru:.t you have 
7et to reach your final deci ion, your letter is most che,J1·ing, and as fine a Chriatma.e pro ent 
as I could receive. 

I .gree that I could probably make tho book much r..ore autobio'-';r aphical, but in doing 
so I am afraid it ould mean writing an entirely now book. I shudder to cont mplate that chore. 
You see, I wag ore concem d with writ:ine a story 3bout tho experiences of one out ot the thou­
sands of prosecutors in thi cowitry, and was conacioualy tr--Jing to sort-pedal my own personal­
ity in the telling d this l.:i.reer theme. The sheer physicel bulk or wh~t I had to tell rather 
warned me, too, ~inst trylnr, to uleo give allot little Johnny's reactions, within the scope 
of ·my ordinary-sized volUI:le. In addition, I hwe somo r ather definite plans of writint; a new 
book in which I shall veritably deluee you or aor one ~ith th ero~ing-pains of ono American -
to murder the cetaphor. 

I thi nk I see exac~ly what you mean. You reel I could mike a ~uch n:ore (foreive me 
the word) "significant" book if my wealth of material unrolled against the backdrop ot r.:y ovm 

inciividual dev lopment. And I probably could, but it would be nnother book, a big undertaking, 
1.ppall;i.ne for me eve~ to consider, encroaching on the book I h:.we i n mind, <i?ld tmterod into in 

a IC.ood which mi~ht produce soc;e ct.rious results. Few l!len ever do t heir best . i lly s in.;le me out 
tor :,uch k;;;.ortalit:,? 

~~ 
Let us tentatively~~ it that I w~uld heettnt to und rtake u ma jor rewriting of the 

book. You cannot kncr.:it hO"I tired I am of tho darnnod thing. Let me advunce the n.odest suggestion, 
too, thc:1t the • t act the.Lt you men ish more of me in the book might be pretty good evidence ttv,.t 
perhaps I~ succeed, to a f air degree, in W1consciously proj cting myself in thu book. 

Taki ng up your othe1· sugeeations, I run in cooplete agra nt th::.t the pr sent title is 
lousy and ust go. t this time I feel th:i.t 0 Proe cutor, U.S. •" mi :~ht, especiw.ly in view ot 

recent developments; be ::. ~ood, b 1l anoed title. re~ional title, such as "Morthwooda Prosecu-
tor, 11 hns its points, but ,lso C6.rries its• dangers as ell. You \'fill probl.bly oppreci::l.te this 
more th~n I. I shall give this title business considerably more tho~ ht. 

You hwe my permission to copy-edit all you like, provided that all ch,:ngos are cilicd 
to rny attention tor aereeni nt before any final. step is mad . You l'lill not find me arty or pi g­
headed, but I do feel I should l:.now of the prOf OSed changes. 

In~ bland i gnorance of the problems ot book-rubliehine, I hav som brav suggestions 
I should l ike to ofter you in connection with the distribution of the boo. I rocoi.,1ize that 
they are a little prenn ture at this time, nnd perhaps I should withhold their detail W1til you 
take tho book. Yet it I giv them now, it mi~ht help you to take the bookl 

The f act that there are over three thousmd county prosecutors in this country, each 
with definite Rddrosses, not to m ntion their hordes of ssistonts, is a hint of what your canny 
prosecutor has been plotting. Then too, I had in n:ind tpe bie liwyer field itself, ,md the poasi~ 
bility of ~n experimental penny-postcard campaien directed to the l awyers in one f Lir-sizcd city, 
s <'.ly Yonkers or Green Bay. It might have interesting results. 



' '" :I:tl--iott • 'cDowell 

December 22, 1941 

- 2 -

But sine& such mercenary thouehts illy become ffJ1' tradition..tl concept of the tempera­
mental, lofty- minded author, perhaps I hnd better just perish the ide ••••• No, I ' ve sold eo 
drum much stuff all my lite that I just can't help speculatir on ho,· best to e 11 ey book -
despite the fret th~t it mieht help me at the ea.me time. It you believe it, it•a eo. 

Your letter ha cheered rne o much I'm ,rowi?lf; gnrrulous . Perb£.p I'd better go over 
to Louie ' s .snd turn it on. I think I'll do just th t . 

My best wishes to ul of you fo-it rJ. tine holidny soason. 

Sincerely, 

P. S. 
I enclose son~ more corrections. 

J.D. V. 



MODERN AGE BOO KS, INC. 
1 

245 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK MURRAY HILL 4-7340 

Mr. John D. Voelker 
Office of Prosecuting Attorney 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Voelker: 

Februazy 7th 
19 42 

I hope you will forgive my intervention in your intimate correspondence 
with Doc McDowell. We've locked him up at home to do an uninterrupted 
emergency job of editing and he has asked me to take over the welcome 
task of telling you that we have decided to ask you to let us publ ish 
your book. The mills of the gods grind slowly, as you no doubt have . 
learnt, but they also grind exceedingly small, and what foliows is a 
series of criticisms and rough suggestions, which I know you will not 
take amiss and will understand is our attempt to make the book asap­
pealing as we can, given so balky an author as yourself. 

In the first place, we have taken serious]¥ your suggestion that we do 
as much sentence, paragraph, and chapter editing as we think necessary, 
provided you be the final arbit~r in accepting such changes. The 
The present version as a whole is far superior, in our opinion, to your 
original one and it is tantalizingly apparent to us that if you tried 
again you would come proportionately nearer to perfection. The writing 
as a whole is still uneven, some of it being extremely effective, and 
some of it nothing short of careless. When you see the manuscript again, 
there may be pencilled suggestions on every page, in most cases affect­
ing the style. 

But there is one vecy large change that all of us feel very strongly 
you ought to make. That concerns the ending. On my own second read-
ing of the book, I was struck with the fact that the chapter on MY Pal 
the Buck is a very natural ending for the book, since the whole episode 
described takes place in celebration of your third election. The Millar 
story that follows it is, therefore, of itself anti-climactic, no matter 
how much you or we might like it. Furthermore, there is internal evi­
dence in the Millar story that the events it describes occurred earlier 
in your career as prosecutor. For irrstance, Judge Belden slaps you down 
in a kindly wa;y for not knowing your law after your "vast experience." 
Indeed I am sure that this story belongs earlier in the book, soon af­

..-- -........--::-:your election. Finally, about this story, we also all agree here 
that only P.:e first part of it should remain, that is, the actual trial 
and acqui~ episode. The additional matter having to do with the sui­
cide reads like pure fiction of the most melodramatic sort, even after 
you have cut it down the way you have. We earnest]¥ urge you to cut this 
second half of the story and to place the whole story earlier in the 
book, leaving My Pal the Buck for the ending. 

( Continued) 



Voelker Page Two 2/7/42 

As to the suggested story, The Survivor, this is precisely the kind of 
tale which should not appear in your book in this form, for again it 
means that obvious fiction is raising its ugly head and it is precisely 
this sort of thing that you have ommitted from the first version and 
thus improved the book. If there is a core of truth to this story of 
The Survivor, tell it in your own words, in the proper place, in short 
compass, or let the old trapper tell it on the witness stand, the way 
he would tell it on a witness stand, and not as a character of fiction 
does. It's ~s amusing, but not pleasant in its effect, when a story 
told in dial suddenly forgets the dialect of the story-teller when 
he repeats the conversation of educated people. 

Several of the new stories are pippins. I liked especially the addition 
of Luigi I s Hunting Tale. 

We here are not yet sold on the title, Prosecutor, U.S.A., but we may 
leave that open for a short while, so that someone here or in Michigan 
may have a better brainstorm. There is no real hurry about that now. 

Soi{letime next week, I shall send you our regular form contrac~. If, 
before you receive it, you have some special terms or ideas you would 
like to have included, please let us know right away. Meanwhile, you 
may consider this letter as having dubbed you a odern Age author and 
as such your earlier remarks about writing another book become vitally 
interesting to us. Can you tell us more of that? 

Best wishes and good hunting. 

DZ/rw 
uopwa #18 

Sincerely, _ 

• ~ t:.-4(..,4~~ 

David Zablodowsky 
Manager 



Ur. David Zablodowaky 
odem Age Booka, Ina. 

245 Fifth Avenue 
Rew York, Rew York 

Dear l!r. Zablodowaky: 

Feb1"llal"y 9, 1942 

I am naturally pleased no end you have d cided to truce on tht, book. It is a heady feel­
ing, not unmixed with something akin to dismay, this being informed one has become an author. 
Your formally asking me to let you publish my book enchant• • It ie lik Hedy Lamarr aaking 
it she could spend the night with me. You my and she ma:y. 

All is forgiven, including your ading what I bad not r alized was an "intimate" corre­
spondence with Doc McDowell. (I suppose, in view ot all this, I ehould call him Doc?) Nor 
had I realized that you have joined in a conspiracy with 'ltJ7 wite to call me "balky. 11 

It is a good idea, I think, tor you to edit the book and then let me go over the chanees. 
I wish I had enough steam to re-write th book again, but I kn°" I haven•t, 10 perteotioo will 
have to wait. 

I am all tor concluding the book with the hunting story, My Pal the Buck. That is the way 
it was in the original, and I would prater to wind up in the wood• having a dl'ink with old 
"Dan, 11 with whom, incidently, I had ore than eeveral drinke the other night. It is O.K. with 
ae tor you to cut out the peat-trial port.ion of Buey Finr,:ere. I agree with your suggestion ot 
putting the castrated version earlier in the book, between eome comparatively lieht chaptere, 
say between Chapten 13 and 14 or in the aromatic vicinity ot Luigi's outhouse (Chapter 16), 
which I am very happy that you like. 

Your comments on The Survivor ring the bell. 
that yarn. Throw it out. 

I shall try aeain to think up a good title. 
apt in these restless days, 

I've alway~ wondered what was wrong with 

"Prosecutor, U.S.A." .should be peculi rly 

I enclose a form or suggested aoknowledgment to poaaibly take care ot the six stories in 
the book which have already appeared in print, toeether with n separate detailed co nt tor 
your own use. In a later letter I shall send a further liat of cornctiono to the script, 
Publishing books suddenly strikes me as a hell ot a lot of ork. I•m increasinely ~lad I'm a 
backwoods lawyer. 

There are no suggestions as to the torm ot contract which occur to me. I know next to 
nothin~ ot this sort or thing. I aaeume you will send me a. form or contract in common ueage 
in the publishing busineee. 

I am erinniw,ly pleased to be dubbed a Modern Age author, and I would like to tell you 
about my tentative plane for another book, except that I have a b d, lazy habit ot considering 
a 11told" atory as good as written. I will say I am making almost daily notes on it, it ill 
be about me (which you mieht have divined), and is tentatively entitled "Between Ware." Hae 
anyone ever used that, to your knowledge? 

This prosecutor book isn•t copyri~hted. I suppose you will tnk ca.re of this detail in 
due course. 

Thanks tor the good hunting wishes. I need them. I fell in a swamp-hole up to~ whizzle 
string yesterday, huntin~ rabbits, and had to be flushed with hot rum and butter. It was well 
orth it. 



• ~ David Zablodm,eky-
Modern Age Booka, Inc . 
245 Pitth Avenue 
Bew York, New York 

February 9, 1942 

Beet wishes to all o! you. 

P. S. 

Vihoae bulky now? 

Sincerely, 

J.o., . 



vr. David ZablodowalQ­
liodern Age Books, Inc. 
2115 Pitth Avenue 
New York, Bew York 

Dear Mr. Zablodowaky: 

February 13, 1942 

I am returning your copy of the contract duly 
initialed and eigned by me. Prom the little I !.now a.bout 
hook publishine, I feel that your terms are very generoua, 
.and I am complet ly satisfied with the ·contract. 

In making the conecticne which you mentioned 
in your letter of Feb:ll'Wlry 7, I hope that you will not go 
through the script and~ move what eome my consider 
"of t'ensi ve" m:i.terial. t'hile I do not think you lnt.and 
to do this, I thought it better to clarity this subject 
A.t this time. Funt!-eating out all of the gut laughs might 
make the book more attractive to aome people, but for 
better or wor e they are eesentially my style, and I 
feel vecy- 11trongly on this point. ntere occa9ionally the 
eoin5 ~s too rough,I shall welcome your suggestions to 
ease the blow. 

I enclose a list of turth6r correctiona, to­
gether with a auggeeted list of title,. 

\Vhon you have occasion · to l'fl'ite me again, I 
should appreciate it if you would give me BOJilti idea ot 
when you hope to publish the book. l havo eaumed that 
tmleas we strike a snag, you intend to brine it out in 
the Fall. 

Sincerely, 



MODERN AGE 
245 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

Mr . John D. Voelker 
Office of Prosecuting Attorney 
Ishpeming , Michigan 

Dear r . Voelker : 

Febrmuy 16 
19 42 

BOOKS, INC. 

MURRAY HILL 4-7340 

The contract arrived in good order and we are all set . 

You are right in assuming that we expect to have the 
book ready for Fall publication . This seemed to be 
your most pressing query . And you needn I t worry about 
the type of editing we shall perform on the ork . Its 
intention is not to remove "offensive" material i n the 
sense you probably mean, but only to tone up the passages 
where your transi tions from good writing are a little too 
abrupt and indicate merely temporary negl i gence on your 
part as a s-cylist. 

From now on you ' ll be Doc ' s baby and he'll be carrying on 
the correspondence, if any, with you . Along about the time 
we should be expecting to send the manuscript to the print­
ter, I imagine you ' ll be having some more and different 
manuscripts to show to Doc . 

DZ/rw 
uopwa #18 

Sincerely , 

::flz~ 
Manager 



Ur. Elliott W. •cDowell 
L..odern Age Books, Ino. 
H.oozt 1508 
245 Firth venue 
New York, N81': I ork 

Dear llr. ·coowelli 

F bruary 201 1942 

Mr. z. wl'itea rne that -h is passing me back to you and that 
from now on I'll be "Doc 's baby. " While this awitt transition 1n 
pat mit.y ie e-..dlil.Eratin~, I shill tr., to aeu that 1~ ::.t.tters t,ill 
not take too much or your time. 

I enclose a turthsr list or corrections to the script . I 
hopo that you have had o.n opportunity to go over thee various 
lists, lie moat ot them are oorrectione ot typographicnl errors or 
SU3P,eationa to bolster the style or dialect. I m.ei1tion th5-e now 
aa you have not cOIIll!lantcd on theae correctiona, and I thought it 
would be more deairablo thn.t you :Jhould incorporate thf;B cruu1ge1 
into the script before you return it to tor 'lflT final check. 

Th most pressing cha.nee in the enclosed list is to remove 
the "proatitute-lott r 0 anecooto beglnnin~ on the bott.om o page 
106 through to the sent nee beginning "Shortly a.tter I waa, etc.n 
on page 107. Pro~ecuto:rs and Judges vmuld scotf at a pr oaocutor 
who admitted writing such a letter to a Madame, and the tact is 

. I didn ' t write "Bi3 noaie," but had a oop carry the word to her. 
I only said I did because 1 waa writitll; a chapter about letters 
written: and received. It isn•t too pretty R tale f.'Jiryw~y, and I 
have just had "Big Rosie" banished for rolling a Finnish lumber­
jack ( see enclo~ed clipping), and inasmuch as I shall pro.o.:.bl~' 
have to continue to run for prosecutor I rath r think you will 
agree that , all in all, th .anecdote mif,ht better be omitted. 

. ,;:., ery good viish. 

Sincerely, 



~MODERN AGE BOOKS, INC. 

245 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK MURRAY HILL 4-7340 

April 24, 1942. 

Dear Voelker, 

At la.st I have been able to finish the editing job. There have been a 
lot of interruptions, but I was able to keep the whole in mind fairly well. I 
believe David already suggested that because of various references to Judge Belden, 
we have to shift the Millar story back to its initial position and conclude with 
"My Pal the Buck." 

I am sure that when you see the manuscript you will think that for once 
in your life you are being prosecuted. In most cases I have written in what seem 
to me the proper revisions, but you may have better ideas. In some cases I have 
suggested that you rewrite a paragraph or that you make the cut yourself, but 
there is really no system to the editing. Even where I have actually made a change 
or a cut I feel sure that revision will make for improvement. 

David raised one major issue, namely the question of too maey "sex stories," 
or at any rate, too many of them coming early in the book. Though I don't think 
it is terribly serious, it is quite possible that some reviewers and readers will 
accuse you of purposely exploiting the sex stuff and giving a false impression of 
the proportionate part of your work that it represents. In aey case, you might 
think about it. 

You will note that I have cut a number of sexual figures of speech, not 
because of prudery- but merely because they seemed to be in bad ta.st&. Remember, we 
want some women to read this book too, and though women may like their sex, they 
seem to have an aversion for men's vocabulary. 

I have also cut a good maey of the wisecracks that you like to tack on at 
the end of your paragraphs. They are simply not in keeping with the quality, both 
humorous and literary, of the rest of the book. 

If you plan to read the book through again, keep your eyes open for your 
heavy dependence upon adjetives and adverbs. I have cut a lot of them and marked 
some other sections for your critical appraisal, but a lot more could be cut through­
out the book. 

When you first glance through the manuscript I imagine you will envision 
a bell of a lot of work, but with the exception of a few pages that incorporate a 
lot of rewriting, you don't need to retype. We like to send as clean copy as 
possible to the printer so he won't be delayed in setting. I have written in my 
changes carefully so they will be easily legible for him. 

We have not yet set a definite publication date nor have we settled upon 
a title, but the sooner we get it off to the printer the better. If reviewers have 
a month to read a book, they are far more likely to give it attention. We may decide 
to publish it in July or August--it would make swell vacation reading. I will let 
you know what our idea of the best title is as soon as we can all get together for a 
discussion on it. 



- 2 -

Thanks for the suggestion that we give it the appearance of a law book. 
We'll keep it in mind when we call in the cover artist and the designer. 

I hope there is nothing important I have left unsaid. The manuscript 
is being expressed to you today under separate cover. If you have any questions 
or quarrels with what I have done, I'll hire myself a lawyer and meet you in court. 
Seriously, though, both David and I have tried bard to scratch off a few of the 
rough edges of what we think is a swell collection of tales. I hope you won't think 
we have been as arbitrary as the manuscript makes it seem. It just takes too damn 
long to write polite and tactful queries on the margin every time you make a change, 
and since you are no stranger any more we feel sure you will understand the spirit 
back of the changes. 

Thanks again for your patience and cooperation. We will be eagerly' await­
ing the finished manuscript. 

I don't think you ever invited me, but I have made definite plans to visit 
you for a little fishing after I retire on the profits of Country Prosecutor. 

ECM:E 
UOPWA #18 

Cordially, 

J)~ 
Doc McDowell 



!lr. Elliott • McDowell 
~odern Age Books, Inc . 

245 Firth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Doc: 

l1a.y 2, 1942 

Fir■t of all I vrant to conr,ratulate and COJllllend you on the swell job you did on 
the manuscript. I think y-ou ave vastly improve.d the whole boo. Yy profoWld thank• 
to you. 

I ara roturning the I:lanuscript with my cor:menta. ere cha.nee■ you hav made are 
not refcrr~d to,you oay assume they rire all ri~ht . l.ost of the chan~ea I have agreed 
to, the majority whole-heartedly, aot:ie reluctantly, and one or to (mostly deletions) 
I definitely do not like. 

I hope that you ,.,i 1 take ~ cornr'lonts in the ■nr.i.e spirit th..~t I have taken yours . 
'£here ia no rancor, thou~h I could put or, the gloves with you over a tew of the dele­
tions you auggeet . 

David ' • objection to the number ot sex atorios is und ratd.11dable, but I do not 
think he realizes how very roarcy such cases thtira ure, i:l.t leCLst up here. If' one l'fere 
to include stories in tho book on the basis ot numerical occurr~nce, hoirever, it ould 
be mostly about drunkards, drw - orivers and wife-beaters - and dmrned dull, to boot . 
ly judgment ia ( though I did not coosciously thiru< of it ,hen I \•rote therr.) that .:.hese 
1tories will do ore to aall the boo,{ i:.h not . 

None o! tha material is re-typed becauee there seemed to be no occasion for it . 
ty failure to do so nay be excused by my speed in return.in~ the script. I have been 
and am desperlltel7 busy, what l'Tith on hundrE-,d and ninety-four blue-books to correct 
(I have recently been appointed a State Bar Examiner), a heaV7 term of court to pre­
pare for, and trout s~uson juet st2.rtcd. 1 ost of the work on this revision has been 
done at our old canp on Lnke "Traver. " It is the only place I could work without dis­
traction. 

If there are ny }'.Xlrticular sheet■ you still Ylant re-typed or revised (for ex­
ample, if you still do not like the ending to Chapter 12, "Children of Suomi"), please 
let me l<nm or mail me the pages in ouestion, and I shall work en t.hem. 

July or Aur,ust publication oulct be swell. Tl,e sooner you publish the better 
for me. I do not think I can finish the present book I am writing while this prose­
cutor yarn is unpublished - for reasons I cannot fully understand, so cannot explain. 

You have not returned the ackno;ledgment page, but I a■eume you have thia buei­
ne■■ in mind. 

You are .moat welcome to come up h re tiahing. I believe you ould enjoy it . 
Don ' t wait too long. oat people do . 

P. S. 

Pleaae let me know what you decide on a title and binding and publication date. 

ty beat regards to you and the others. 
Sincerely, 

David ' s letter just received. The "rar page" will tollow in a tn days. 
J .D.V. 



,, 

Mr. Elliott W. McDowell 
odem Age Booke, Inc . 

245 Fifth Avenue 
New Tork, New York 

Dear Doc: 

July 27, 1942 

I encloae the euggeeted ne,r ending to Will r •• story. Pleaee let me have 
your comments on it . I would have had this material to you eooner, but I am juat 
recovering tram a "atrep" aore throat, which ha.a lett me diaintereated even in tiah­
ing. 

Sincerely you.re, 



NORTHWOOOO PROSECUTOB 

(Revj,aed ending to Kill.ar•• ato17) 

1: Strike eYerything Gil th lut page toll.owing the aent.ens:e: 

"A tellaw who was twenty--nine and in tor lite, and all the 

reat.• 

2: Add the tollowing: 

But I neyer got to eee VU hr again. I wanted to. 

It eeemecl to me that there must be something wrong that a 

man like him should be kept in a cage. I 8Yen picked out 

some ot 'tq tavorite books tor him te> -read. _ But in leae 

than two weeks atte1- the trial I ran acron tbie news item 

in the Daily Mining Gazette: 

"David Uill.ar ot Detroit, inmate of the 
Iron Ba7 prison tor the put ■even 79ara, 
waa towld dead early- ~erday in hie 
cell. Be had £94!~ _J.n aolitar,. cantine­
ment since his;tf!al her• l ut. • k in 
circuit court, when he waa acquitted ot 
the murder ot a. fellow-inmate. Coroner 
Bodgebender pronounced the death suicide 
b7 hanging, ■tating JU J l ar had used a belt 
made trom stripe of b1a clothing. Jlo in­
quest will be held.• 



mmoons P.UOSECUTOR 

(Reviaed ending t.o r•a at017) 

l: Strike ever ~thing oo. the l.aat page toll.owing the aenteace: 

" tellc:. who waa t t7-nine and 

reet." 

2: Add th following: 

tor lite, and all the 

But I never got to see Vi J 1 er again. I wanted to. 

It seemed to that there be 80ffl8thing wro that a 

man llk him abould kept in cag~. I even -picked out 

same o~ my tavorite books tor b1m to read. tin le• 

than two 1'8e1 s ttor th~ trial I 

in the Dally W.ning Oazett.. 

cron this n • s it 

nIJe.vid Uar of Detroit, irutate or the 
Iron Bay priaoo tor th past seven yean, 
was t ound dead e ly yesterday in hia 
cell. Be had~~ m eol.itary contino­
mmit since ~bve l.aet week in 
circuit court,"wben he ac aitted ot 
the er ot tellow-1.nmate. Coroner 
Jlodgebender pronounced the death suicide 
by banging, stating 1l1llar had used a. belt 
made t rips ot hie clothing. o in-
quest will be held." 



Jt 



PUBLISHERS 
Cable address • Vikpress 

Mr . John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear Mr . VoeL~er: 

THE V I KING PRESS INC NEW YORK • N Y 

18 EA ST 4 8 T H STRE ET Telepho ne• PLaza 5 -4330 

October 23, 1942. 

Enclosed is a memorandum from our editor, who is a very good 
judge of the fine points about a book. It was not intended for your eyes, 
but I think you would rather have the straight reaction instead of a filtered 
version. 

On the whole, our feeling is that your book is too good to let 
it go through with a few minor sour spots which might damn it in the eyes of 
the critics and might hurt its chances with a good many readers. We think 
you have, consciously or unconsciously, let yourself be too colloquial or 
labored your humor too much at a few points. Things that would go over well 
in face-to-face conversation sometimes look quite different when you see them 
in print . You might also be surprised to know ho easily the so-called taste 
or conventional standards of the public can be offended. People will take a 
great deal in conversation which will shock them when it appears in print. 

It's a matter partly of 11good taste, 11 partly of loose writing 
or over- popularizing . e are not at all worried about the obscenity laws . 
e want to make the best possible impression on the public and not hurt the 

book with an audience which would otherwise like it very much. I run think­
ing, for example , of the book club judges, who would never touch this book 
in its present form but might easily be interested in it when it is brushed 
up just a little . 

When you go through the galleys you will see that what I run 
talking about is of minor importance. The cuts we have suggested ill hardly 
be noticeable, yet if the passages were left in they would stand out of the 
context with an emphasis entirely out of proportion to their importance. I 
hope you will feel that you can take these suggestions . I am sorry that we 
were not in on the book from the beginning, or it would not have beBn neces­
sary to bring this up again at this stage . 

As to libel , you as a laeyer should be the best judge, but if 
you have not had much occasion to deal with libel cases, we strongly recom­
mend your careful attention to the passages marked as possibly libelous. 

The final ord is yours . 

MAB/mt 

Sincerely yours, 

m ~ a.._ !L-A­
THE VIKING PRESS INC . 



THE VIKING PRESS Memorandum 
10/22/42. DATE, ___________ _ 

F.clitorial Dept. FOu ______________ _ JS FRO~L ___________________ _ 

Voe:l._ker 

This text still requires a number of revisions aimed at freeing it of objec­
tionable subject matter and lapses in style that mar the narrative. As examples 
of the first, there are the two rape cases (galleys 31-32 and galleys 61-62), 
which-would probably give offense to many readers. Also there are several passages 
in the proofs which have been marked as possibly libelous. 

A general improvement in style could be effected by deletion of most uses of 
~quite" and "alas." These words have their value, but here their too frequent use 
merely clutters the text. 

Many specific alterations in phrasing are suggested in the proofs to cure ex­
cessive "folksiness," needless rhetoric, or what some readers might call "corniness." 

(. 



r. Marshall A. Beat 
The Viking Preas, Inc. 
18 East 48th street 
Hew York, ;ew Tork 

Dear Ur. Beat: 

Octobor 26, 1942 

Thank you for your letter nclo ing your editor•• suggestions ot possible revisions 
ot the p~oofe, and contn.ining your detailed explanation of tbe relative unimportance ot the 
propoaed revisions compared with the favorable resulta to the finished book. 

I like tbe trier.dly spirit in wbicb 7our letter is written, and I think I see just 
what you mean. It you will forward the proora to me, I shall give~~ moat serious consi­
deration to all of your kindly su~ ,eations to improve tbe book. 

Sincerely 70ura, 

• 



Mr. Marshall A. Beet 
The Viking Preas, Inc. 
18 Eaat 48th Street 
II York• Rew tork 

Dear Mr. ••ts 

October 29, 1942 

I hav gone over the galley, whlch I return. l enclose a list ot my com1L.ente. 
Voat ot your auggesticne I have adopted. I have softened the details of th~ rapo case 
on galleys 61- 62. I have made several small changes in the r ape case on Jl-32 but have 
aaked that it otherwise rem.in unchanged, tor the reasons stated in the enclosed com­
ments. For the most part l have tried to avoid writing on the galleys because of r:iy 

unfamiliarity with proot correction; hence cy use of separat e cor..t, nta. 

I bave made the ··ddi tion or nrr" material on page 4 and on page 45, at the t o 
ot the page. Qi page■ 69 and 70 I have changed the na.m ot Myrtle Bl.air to Lucille 
Blair tor the reasons atated. 

The galleys you sent me do not reflect the corrections which I sent to odem Age 
on August 24, 1942, ~ copy ot ~hich I sent you on October 5. In your l~tter ot October 9 
you state that these corrections were ma.de 0.'1 the galleys, but I am mentioning it again 
to make aure, ae soco ot the mistakes wero gl aring and some of the correcti(?ne important . 

I am alao oncloeing the CCQ clipping relative to your criticism of Chapter 24. (See 
galley pagea 67- 68. ) I surel7 hope that you will concl d to retain this chapter. -

Some of m,- comments may sound caustic, aa perbap a few are, but tor the moat part 
I hnve tried hard to eee your P-9.int or view and to be r aao. ble. Thie ia tbe second 
battle of the blue pencil I have waged with this script, - ihich is of couree not your 
fault or min - and I hope you \till appreciate the sene o! dismay and the hunted teel­
in~ th~t overco a a writer when h a ea what e conceives to be· his beet mote tilling 
like ninepins. 

My suggested addition to the FONWord see . 0=.ge 4 reference in can.-ont), touching 
on the "sensational" material in the book and my page 20 and page J2 notea in the comment 
to you contain n fair atate~ont, I think, or rrq poait1on in retaining eome ot the mater­
ial you proposed to d~lete. 

It, after going over thie material, there are e particular items you still 
think ahould be changed, I shall be pleased to have you send me the particular galley 
pages, together with your comments. ln view ot the rapidity with which I ar:. roturning 
this material, this should not cause undue delay. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. arshall . Best 
The Viking Presa, Inc . 
18 'ast 48th Street 
Jew York, New Tork 

Dear Mr. Best: 

October 30, 1942 

Supplementing rrq letter of yesterday returning the 
corrected ealley, I ■uggest that you consider the follow­
ing ar·dition to the Forel'.ford to take the place ot the one 
I included in 'III1 comment■ o.f' ye■terday: 

"There is much in the work of a prosecu­
tor' s ot.f'ice that is unpleasant and ugly. 
Some ot the incidents related in thi■ 
book are tar tram reflecting the loftiest 
aspira.tiona ot man. The tolerant ■hould 
try to understand that any truthful ac­
count o.f' the work of a prosecutor cannot 
ignore these realities . nd I have not 
done so . Por th~t ia the way it is. " 

I plan to loave on a deer- hunting trip Nove:mbor 14, 
to be gnne moat ot the following week. I ~ention this so 
that you may have an opportwtlty Lo write me about any 
tu~ther galley revisions botore that date, it this should 
seem desirable or necessary. 

Sincerely yours, 



THE VIKING PRESS INC • PUBLISHERS 

18 EAST 48TH STREET • NEW YORK • NY 

Cable: Vikpress Telephone: PL 5-4330 

October 31, 1942. 

Mr. John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Voelker: 

Thank you for your prompt 
and good-natured reply to our suggestions. · 

We have had a great deal of 
fun glancing over your comments and will 
try to decide the open questions in the 
same spirit. I will not comment further 
until I have done so. 

Sincerely yours, 

YYL ~~ CL,_~ 

THE VIKING PRESS INC. 

MAB/mt 



Dear Ur. Best : 

As a doctor n day keeps the apples away, 
So a 1 tter a day may hold ennui at bay. 

I run enclo■lng the original Oho.pter One which I \l'ote tor the book, 
"A Le.v:yer Gradustes. 11 Present Chapter Ole, "Home," was Chapter Two, .and so on. 
l..odern A-,o liked thu orig· nal op nine chapter but tclt thn.t it retarded getting 
it1to the r:-.ain ■t.ory. I did not quarrel with their deleting it, but I bavo alway■ 
felt that in a ■tory ~s autobiogra;hical as mine, it would serve uell to gnin eyrr.­
pathetic initl.al intereut, and act somewhat tht: humorous, 11 tonguo-in-th -cheek" 
tone or ~uch of the book. And it ,,ould tend to increase the illusion ot plot, 
rhieh ia not too etrong a teature ot the book. Then, too, sordid cornmerci.al 

thouet.t, if Holly-Hood should eta.rt or;ling tho book, t.. <:..y mud hr ... vc rea.dy- r.Jade 
their chi et re uirer.ient. - R.0!.1" nee, the 1 ave story 1 

It is not my dah to thrust this nevi . chapter on yoa. Per on.ally, I 
w~ll not ir..siat that it go in. I merely wJnt you tp l.no\ of the e;~stence ot thia 
materi 1. l:y consldb~ed judgCTent ~e, howe er, that it would definitely ~nliven 
the openine of the book and create an 1.mrr.ediato s 1.!)it y for and intercat in the 
book• s main character - \Yhich ia, utter all, this chap rrc.ver. 

If you deci e to mclude this new .r:iaterial in the book, it Could b 
done with little change. Certain present retorences to rv being called Johnny and 
meeting Grace at Ann Arbor could be deleted from later chnpters,and the beginning 
ot present Chapter Three, "Asaiatant Prosecutor," could be deleted down to: "Fol-· 
lowin~ my graduation from law school and return. home to Hemiltit~, I spent n month 
• re stir. , ' . 11 I W!)uld the su.::;geat ins0rting the f ollowin3 sentence: "f.'bat I should 
be resting fr01n I had not the vaguest idoa rt r twonty-four odd years of slavish 
devotion to the art.n T11en carry on from ther : "This waa at the insistence, etc. " 

I do not ~now why I failed to call your attention to this sooner. I 
eueas I forr,ot . It you don ' t cure for it, send it back. o harm will be done. 
·aybe I can make a sh~rt story out of it. 

In view or my defeat in the election it may bo well to add a brief 
sentence to the preaent Fo eword, noar the end, to the pr~■ent paragr-aph ending: 
"In this book I propose to get one ot these mcn.\ceys drunk, and tell you some of my 
ex.perioncea and observations as prosecutor, in court and out, over a period ot 
nine years - two as aaai■tant proeecutor und nearly eight as head man. " 

I would add this sentence to the above paragraph: "This is a long time 
in ofi'ice tor R p oaocutor, a. "toe- stepping" job where the voters have ordained that 
the mortnl.ity rate shall be disrayingl.y high . By the time you read thie book 1 may 
bo devoting allot my time to huntine and .tiabing. 11 



- 2 -

()le more thing and I shall draw today' s Market Letter to a close: 
Jose Garcia Villa was the first man to accept ffiY short atori es . This wae back in 
19:32. He ,na then editing a little magazine called CLAY. CLAY coagulated, how­
evex-, before he eot to print the yarns. Then l did not h'ea.r ot him again unt il 
you published bis book of poeme. l found hie Washington addr ea• in l ast Sunday•a 
Times' book supplement and wrote him a note. 

I didn ' t tell him it vraa a ai:ial.1 world. 

Sincerely yours, 

P. S. 
I ebould greatly appreciate it it ,-ou would send ree Villa' s book. 

I will eend you rrr:r check. • 

•r . ,Marehall A. Beat 
The Viking Pree,, Inc. 
18 East 48th Street 
Bew York, New York 



PUBLISHERS THE VIKING PRESS INC • NEW YORK • NY 
Cable address • Vikpress 

18 EAST 48TH STREET 

Mr. John D. Voelker 
Prosecuting Attorney's Office 
Marquette County 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear _Mr. Voelker, 

Telephone• Plaza 5-4330 

November 13, 1942 

In the absence of Mr. Best I am answering your recent 
letter regarding your original first chapter for yourbook. 
Although we like the story very much the consensus of opinion 
here seems to be to leave this chapter out. Your book is 
not, for which we are thankful, a formal autobiography and, 
therefore, we have no intention of presenting it as such. 
The chapter would give the prospective buyer the impression 
that he is in for reading an autobiography. Although the 
anecdotes center about you the stories are of many people 
and things. It is the good old American b~oad humor, 
around-the-stove-spitting-tobacco kind. So with your 
friendly indulgence let's leave well enough alone. We all 
feel that the book has good sales possibilities. 

Under separate cover we are sending you a copy of 
Villa's book with our compliments. 

PC/rw 



PUBLISHERS 
Cable addre.rs • Vikpre.rs 

THE VIKING PRESS INC • NEW YORK • NY 

18 EAST 48TH STREET Telephone• PLaza 5-4330 

Mr. John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear Mr . Voelker : 

November 19 , 1942 . 

Thank you for your letter of ovember 6 
and for the suggested new chapter one, which has now made 
the rounds of the office . The feeling is pretty strong 
that it would be a mistake to put so much emphasis on the 
personal narrative angle . While the book has your persona­
l i ty as a core , its interest lies chiefly in the stories 
you teµ and the people you encounter, rather than in your 
o,m personal history . ~e may be wrong , but we like the 
book better as it is . ie will , however , make the change 
suggested in your present foreword . 

That ' s interesting about Jose Garcia 
Villa . I hope you have now received a copy of his book 
and will enjoy it. 

Sincerely yours , 

yV\..,~~ a, ~ 
THE VIKIN PRESS INC . 

MAB/mt 



'overr.bor 23, 19h2 

Dear Mr . Best : 

; .. a I \Trote t:r . Covici , it i s ent..iroly aer eoabl 
wit.11 m0 to 01.dt, the center platod n w chapter. 

I note in your· l otter of Hovur.-.b1J1· 19 you ar 
goint; t,o make tho "c:ianc;e s~estedn in tho present ore­
word. I r ec ntly have made two sugr,ested changes to th 
foreword: ono in my lotter t o you of October 30 nod t he 
other on NoVt?mber 6; th0 first concernlng the unpl • 1u.nt ­
ness inherent in any true nccount of u p:·osccutor• s work; 
tha s t:cond ccncorn1ng tho " otcra I d ol tondcncy to d feat 
prosecutors . -ihen you have nn op_ ortunity, I wish you 
·oul< c"msidd1· both additions und let me 1 arn your re­

act ion. 

Villa' s book i s an absorbing, tNrr.endous t hing - ­
the bUJn.m heart lyiri3 raw ,.md ~xposed. 1 ban you o ..::uch 
t or sending th book to me . , 

Ur. Marshall A. Best 
The Vi 1<..ine Pres s , Ino . 
18 East 48th Street 
New York, eTT York 

Sincerely youra, 



Vr. Marsh 11 A. Beat 
The Vikin~ Press, Inc. 
18 East 48th Street 
New York, New Tork 

Dear -:r. Beat : 

December 16, 1942 ,, 

I shouJ n liko to sugP,oet the r ollowing changes in the manuscript it it 
i not too late to ~ake them: 

In the chapter "A-Hunting Louie Goes," "'here Louie is telling about hav­
ing r:: <1 "fi ' e oighty- seex a dollar," I think that "dollar" should be changed 
to "doIT." 

•r en farther on in the same chapter I sug;,-est c!.angin •, "der , cat ' s how 
I, Luigi, blast-a Cappy' s------------- house !" to add the WOJ"d ' 11com' " so that 
it reado, ''dero, dat ' s ho, I, Luie;i, com• blasta Cappy' s ------------ house !" 

And if I have not al.ready done so, I should 1 ike to strik th tollow­
in~ two entonces from the otlcond p· agraph of the ·1ar age which I submitted: · 

"Or any oth r etatt:1 . In fact , I h~ve some engaging theories to the con­
t rary. " 

This sounds unduly flippant and is susceptible to a miointerpretation 
that I certainly do not intend. It io possible that this may have been stri cken 
earlier, but since I do not have a copy of the latest alloy proots, I am not 
cortain. 

Something ove a r:.onth ago Robert Hatch wrote me about the poesibility 
of a spread in Lite magazine conceminr the book, but I have beard no further 
word from him, and I am wondering U' he has abnudont::d the id • 

Very truly yours, 

• 


