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One night at dusk the tent of 0ld Man Garrison and
his daughters was invaded by a strange visitation: dAf?’ .
7Y
i f ﬁ Lﬂ/ «/1/1’”'./4/19/ [/ﬂ( Bl 7
troupe of /shouti angry!women. !hzsekwomen grabbed the
old man, dragged him from his tent, beat and whipped him, Lecc l” Cortéesa”
wimdimg up by cutting off his hair.
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A
w7 i
!
In due courseAé group of young men in the neighborhood 1(
/
was arrested in connection with this odd invasion and charged

with the crime of committing riot, contrary to an Oklahoma

statute, This statute additionallyjtﬁ%vided that "If such

person,...at the time of the riot...was disguised...he is
punishable by imprisonment in the penitentiary not exceeding
ten years and not less than two." In other words, rioting (sirg

) o/
W Lo #° rad®
while disguised waiﬂa felony,




S

;?’/Z f,,,:z ’)’)3’47"7/ ”/’/’7/7"27;;/»«_[?”\:

M7

’”"j’”/ﬂg_;h 3,/)?7:/ V. 7 A ar Sheys 7/;(/

In the supreme court Mr. Justice Matson disposed of
»wi. JadNee”

this argument briefly, almost laconmically, stating that it
A

boiled down to the unacceptable proposition that "there may be
no conviction...unless the participants are so completely
disguised as to make it impossible to identify them; that
is, a prosecution will only lie under this statute when it

is impossible for the state to prove the offense. Such a

LL»( rr Wi ip/
construction would render the statute a dead letter." He /l// &Y AFTL

L L
'/‘L[;;L Q/A‘ /{/ﬂl‘/z/‘é [//‘/}&4}11'[/ %U/‘le/ "‘{(,-
affirmed the conviction. v
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Before commenting on this case, one cannot help wondering
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whether this old statute was not aimed \dn%tﬂg: atﬂg oups -h:ke

btz akl 7/{/ /22 tiffvs’ oGl Loy Uites Ui 1’17 et
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force to Jim Darneal's argument because, one gathe
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wonders also why these youngA en so roughed up 61d Man B Garrison
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in the first place. Was it a quarrel over fishing rights? Had
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the crusty old man forbidden the neighbor boys to court his

daughters? Or had the \ihple thing started out as a prank that
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The case \‘show)«"how precarious freedom can be; how it may
N dipprtsy 0 441% wrretl —— oy
often depend uponAthe dictionary,\ The annotatar of the Mo

ol

"\
'M”\})

o

source where I found this odd case ( 1 ALR 642) agrees
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with Justice Matson.

Whiie I do not condone the cowardly

behavior of Jim Darneal and his young companions that night

@ Frut

toward an old man, I fjAd myself disagreeing with the decision;
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Justice Matson sa.ys\tha.t to follow the appelilant's

L

argument would render the "disguise" statute a dead letter,

Lt
I de—naqt agree., Fully disguised men, such as bank robbers,

A

are caught and unmasked right along. Others are ultimately

identified by finger prints or by confederates or by recovered

wlﬂlé/
loot or by their voices or a limp or hgs other means. Close
Qu u/l
cases are said to make bad law, but in this case J=gipink
A
I would have xmxmxxmuxtix resolved the doubt in favor of not o 1,%4
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There is little doubt that the decision in the
foregoing case was sound law when it was reached--or at least
was the prevailing law——and that it probably still is even

to this day. But there are signs on the horizon (and

from the Supreme Gourt in Washington) that changes may be

in the air; that no longer will courts be allowed

reluctantly to admit confessions obtained by deceit and

swkgex subterfuge--at the same time piously deeryae- decrying

the practice-—on the traditional ground that deceit

alone does not necessarily make the confession of the

confessor untruthful.




THE SHORN LAMB

Confessions of guilt are one of the oldest, swiftesW
s

and most painless ways to clear up crimes, and in the

conftect Mo |

age~old wAbetween cops and criminals , pohce bfﬁg:—»

lpng 250
heave maturallx fallen Kx:(love w1th them. tha.t confess:Lo

'needfﬁ) to be admissible in ev1dence/ is tha.t MW

and voluntarily given, without threats s duresg or false W”W

A QZ/’W&MW’W e M""

Sirducements . )60 racks, no rubber hoses, no third-degree
inquisitions, no w&ey fake promises.Q(The police rapidly

got the message, and their resourcefulness over the years Wﬂ

in getting defendants to confess, crimes while stﬂ-hkzqemg
A A

tlw—cunfession—&dméssibleAis a monument st<tw=st to Yankee
ingenuity if not morality. YWaex have used or condoned the
N

A

use of virtually every subterfuge under the sun to get their

ma.n, <@ if you can dream it they have probably done it.
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Here is M.a—smel-l/\llst of some of th%strategans /\that

X 2 a3 1"
police have used to get suspected criminals to "come mimaxx i P

~that they do not,actually possess (incriminating fingerprints

/
is a common(\e}em), by pretending that the offense charged is not

. Ay Ly s 4’) ﬂﬁ,( d’

as grave as 1t'}‘appms (thﬁ%la:ﬁaaeaal murder victim, '&r{ﬁ“wm
example, "recovered" and would not press charges if the

ok (L wrro MW”
accused "told all"); by pretending that Aaccompllc;’.\ e

i };{,du u«&%)

caught or]had atweady confessed ow=had incriminated the
;; - A e Ma&WJ
accused; by withholding information from the accused (that
A , A
gl M

Astra.ngers to the accused were then being held as,sus for
A NG il e
. ‘

-
the very same crime or, 1n a,nother accused w& UM
: ‘\ d/l«d W M

being held forﬂ.penmmg_and-e-teaﬂsag some mbnd r lsAh-d»W

mg—eaus—ed—t-he—dea-ths—ei an englneer and f eman(f1s W A

W_/? by disguising informers as fellow prisoners (herrshe—ﬂvm-ratreas
1V yolunt o Mool MM

are ‘wietualdy endless)s by using atd&uad fellow pnsoners to
7 z

entrap the accused (d53ee) ; by pretended frlendshJ.p or concern ?E 2

for the accused by officers or by third persons; by eavesdroppmggg

y i
either actual or electronic (voryt common a.nd)/\rapldly growing);

or, far from exhausting the list, by opening letters written by

the accused. W-}u'ehAlast strategem brings us % to Barber

Wilcox. i QQ
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