
August 23, 1956 

Dear Sherman: 

You have correctly passed the ball back to John Donaldson . fter 
all I u as it is squarely my decision . 

I am now pretty well convinced that t _he manuscript needs some rather 
extensive cutting, especially the part preceding the trial. The trial is 
much longer than the preceding two parts combined, but it seems to run 
along better, is clearly tenser and more dramatic reading, in fact is the 
heart and uts and culmination of the narrative . On the other hand, as 
the title implies ( r TOMY OF A ru DER), it was not my purpose merely to 
write about what I hope is an entertaining and exciting trial, but, among 
a nwnber or other thins, to demonstrate that in a big criminal case what 

oes before the trial is sometimes equally exciting and important and, 
if the pretrial work is well don, that the actual trial itself is fre­
quently somethin of an anti-climax. To my knowledge this is a job of 
writing that has never been done by anyone who knows whereof he speaks . 
I am amenable to reasonable cutting, as I have said, wt I do not want 
either to abandon or hamstrin, my basic narrative plan to please bored 
and witless readers . I want in5tead for once to dred~e down and tell 
about a murder case from to z. 

I find myself torn between loyalty to you and my desire to possibly 
place my book with one of the country ' oldest and best publishers . 
Loyalty wins out, sir, and I dump my ton of manuscript unceremoniously 
on your lap . If you see no merit in it, that's that; if you do we will 
take it from there . 

All the best . 

Sincerely, 

P. s. fuatever you decide, 'herman, I wonder if you ould please 
correct the worst bloopers as you o along, putting an X, say, in the 
left mar in so I ' ll know the corrections are your . - tton readers 
cau~ht uite a few in the first two parts they re J . 

r. F . .:iherm.an Baker, Editor 
St . Martins Press, Inc . 
103 Park venue 

ew York 17, 'ew York 

Jno . 
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''To get herself laid" ? ? 

Gretchen's timing had been poor, whether in or out of bed.?? 

"On a jock Btrap." No. 

"Fired out en his can. 11 ? ? 

This is a weak ending. Tighten Chapter II a little. 

"He was a whiz." Old slang. 

"You can't giss this man."?? 

Tighten this page. 

Cut in half. 

"I •ve got to go to the can" and following. ? ? 

There are not, I believe, four Spillanes if my memory serves me, only three. 
How should I know, I have only read one. 

And what's this bugout? 

56 Too many violets. Tiresone. 

66 "Raw rhubarb," etc.?? 

57 "Sweet violets". Out. 

65 Too much talk about the can. 

74 n A mutual lay." ? ? 
"Even lying with his dame." Necessary?? 

77 "Sweet violets." Out. 
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Notes on--­

to: John Voelker 

ANATOMY OF A MURDER 

From: F. Sherman Baker 

Page 90 What lake? First mention; better drop this tag end of a line and 
bring in the lake later -- or before. 

No, I answered carefully• How about nsaid with deliberate emphasis." 1 

91 "Legs and titties." Unnecessary, out. 
Perish the notion." Out. 

92 Cut some, tighten. 

94 11A booming tocsin that the bell of .freedom still rings." No, too florid. 

96 Self-pity. Cut. 

97 ''Pause that depresses. 11 Out. 

98 "Gretchen." Identify her as •my ex-wife, Gretchen." 
Leave something to the reader's imagination. 

Note that you have an awful lot of "I answered," 11I said."•- There is 
a need for characteristic action in many of these phrases. Your novel 
frequently reads like a pl~. I don I t want you to go into high flown 
prose, but we need physical action- characteristic of the speaker 
to tie all this dialogue into a visual picture. 



veptember 20, 1956 

Dear Sh~rma.n: 

Your lett r gives m a tr mendous lift . Yes, the script is too long and must 
be hacked away at, part..ic larly the pr e-trial portion. lmost all of your ~oint 
have validity . So I knew about all along but was powerless to chang • As a 
writer you will know what I me n, the strange trance-like uncritical in~rt..ia ile ~ 
writing . ~ 

I am presently thinkin of opening the book dth the retainer, "All jails 
stink, etc , 11 sketching in the ckground as I go along . That alone will cut many 
pages . My wife Grae insists that I get Iolly properly married off, too, or there 
might bear al divorce a .on~ th Volkers . ren ' t women strQnge? 

Donna-~aida is your deathless slave for your kind rords . I deliberately under­
described her to permit r ader's cloice, but will see . 

I already hav plans to increase reader tension and fear over the outcome . One 
way is to improve D ncer' s arguoent, for which I have a good angle . nother is to 
possibiy inject a surprise last-minute jail :lrm:ate witness against th Lieutenant . 
Something to th effect that the Lieutenant had brag~ed to him he ' d fooled his 
lawyer and psychiatrist and now bets he ' ll fool the bwnpkin jury. 

You ship it back and 1 111 go to work . But I fear you won ' t find it done upon 
your return . First , I ' m in a four- 11lal"l!l rape case; second, Donna wants time off; 
and, third, it I s too big a job a ., . ut 1 1 ll hack away. In th -eantime many 
thanks for all your labors and your fire letter. I guess 1 111 have to breal the 
news to Alex filliams of Little , Brown, promising him next crack after you . 

lea e, Sherman, fetch me b ck Marilyn from the coast . 

11 the best, 

.s. Con ratulations on the splendid Bonar La 1 review in the Tirr:. s. I see 
Simon & Schuster has a turkey c lled II h r osecutor. 11 --

r . F. Sheman Bak r, Edi tor 
St . Martins Press, Inc . 
103 Par k venue 
New York 17, New Yor k 

Jno . 
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October 18, 1956 

Dear Jherman: 

Ir turn the A TOMY manuscript which I now hope is sufficiently revised so 
th- t you can deter ne wheth r there is an cceptable book . I m returning the 
entire original script, includin the portions that have now been physically re­
moved, sot hat you can not only re dily observe the extent of these deletions but 
also determin precisely wh t has been lt red or cut or dded . ost of the-cuts 
occur, of course, in the script tmt you will be reading . 

t this tie I h v confin d mo~t of my cutting to the pr -trial portion of 
the script , 1 11 h I have cut the trial as ;ell, including the cutting of Faul I s 
jury r u ent by a out on -third. I h ve done this deliber tely b cau e I fe l 
that th prob'~ of cuttin fo the pre-trial section w s ore peculi rly legal 
than literary or editori 1 in its nature . This is not to say that the trial c­
tion c nnot profitably r rther cut (the Judg 's jury ch- rge, for example) or 
th1t I a unwilling to do so; it is merely th t I would much pref r to h ve your 
ex1ert nd et iled editor! 1 counsel and gui nee before undertaking any further 
cutting of that important section . 

In this cutting I have not too much attention to small thins (incluJing 
strengthenin, Paul ' s w ak kidneys) feeling that these things cm be t ken car of 
l1ter and t more leisur . I h vo been concerned here almost exclusively with 
the brut 1 problem of possibly hacking don this book to a printable size . 

any of my bridges nd necessary insertn of new material have been typed on 
differ nt pa r so that they will be re dily apparent to you. ere this h s not 
been feasible or ere the new typing includes both old and new terial, I h ve 
tried to so indicate . 

To et down to cases you will observe that I h·tve cut out the entire old and 
long five- chapter opening first section, formerly called "Before the Fact" and 
telescoped it into a single back round chapter, now called Chapter 2. I have 
tried to do thi by hat I hope is an acceptable nashback technique. nd throu~h­
out the script I h~ve lso ruthlessly telescoped or entirely cut out rey long legal 
discussion dth Parnell nd t trip to Thunder B y nd P ul I s v rious huddles 
with the l anions . 

In the trial section you will obs rve that I h ve folio· ed two of your 
earlier sug estions hich struck me s being very ood ones: I h- ve tried to 
sharply incre1se the tension nd doubt over the trial ' s outcome (see new 
Chapter 25!) and I have also in~ected ht I hope is some plausible but not 



excessively glutinous love interest between Mary Pilant and r aul Biegler. These 
thin~s have been accomplished, I feel, without too great additions, and those 
additions have of course been many times more than offset by my massive butchery 
elsewhere. 

This, then, is not submitted or intended in any sense as a final revision 
beyond ihich I will not bud e. It is more of a broad tri l ~un. You know well 
from the past th9.t I run al ays open to further suggestion on these things. I 
simply did not wish to further butcher the trial, 1hich is after all the heart 
and guts of ~he book, without the benefit of further counsel from you, if you 
choose to take the book. And I do hope th~t you nd Ian can de through this 
horrible-lookin~ hodge-podge without too great pain. 

All the best, 

John :J. Voelker 

P. s. I send this by registered mail as it is now my only completely 
revis d copy d so th t I ill kno it arrived. For obvious reasons please do 
not acknowledge by postcard, as was done the first time. 

r. F. Sherman Baker, Editor 
st. M rtins Press, Inc. 
103 Park venue 
New York 17, New York 

Jno. 
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(COPY OF A LETTER FROM MR. FADIMAN TO MR. IA MA.CKENZIE) 
' 

9/22/57 

Dear Mr. MacKenzie: 

At the moment I'm engaged in re-reading ANATCMY, preparatory to 
writing the long piece about it for the Club NEWS. (I'll also do 
a short notice for HOLIDAY, copy of which I will send you, when 
completed). 

I was told that the new galleys I am reading have been revised so that 
the seminal passages (sounds highly physiological, doesn't it?) are 
omitted. 

This do es not seem to be the case. I have encountered a key passage on 
page 31 (Chapter 4) which will surely cause offense. Cannot these "marks" 
be dropped out entirely - particularly as the conclusion drawn by Biegler 
("conclusive evidence that the man had had sexual intercourse") seems to 
me unjustified - unless sexual intercourse and coitus interruptus (or 
premature ejaculation) are identical in law, mich I do not take to be 
the case. It would seem to one whose expertise in this matter derives 
only from personal experience, that the "marks" on the thighs might 
indicate that Quill had not effected forcible entrance, but had emptied 
his vesicles before penetration; and might, in that case, have been unable 
to make further progress. --

Whatever the law says, the whole discussion of the "evidence" on this page 
is not particularly attractive, and would certainly revolt many lady 
readers, and some males, too. 

Along the same line, I don't particularly care for "horseshit" on page 
42 - not that it is offensive to me, but because this book - to put it 
plainly - is essentially a high-grade crime story, and not a work of 
art - it can't bear the weight, so to speak, of obscenity. 

If the relevant material on page 31 is omitted, the "panties" reference 
on pages 91-92 should probably also go. 

See also the interview with the doctor on pages 98-99. 

The whole "spermatogenesis" argument reoccurs on pages 225-226-227. I'm 
danmed if I can see how this is relevant to determining guilt or innocence. 
Reoccurs on 231-232. Sperm reoccurs pages 290, 298, 299, 300, 317, 318. 
Don't know how much of this must be retained - but it's rather a bore. 
"Evidence on her legstt - page344 - ditto page 361. 

Clifton Fadiman 
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PURCHASE ORDER 

ST MARTIN'S PRESS Incorporated 
103 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

ORDER NO. 3151.i amend. 12 ----------
TO: 

H. Wolff Book Mfg. Co . 
_508 West 26th Street 
New York, N. Y. 

DATE December 2, 19.57 

Purchase Order Number must appear on all invoices and packages 

ANATOMY OF A MURDER 

Please incorporate the following changes in the next reprint: 

pleasf'e an t cor. oa 
roce 0 

semi-colon instead of comma after 
eyes seemed to wall up and cloud over; 

separated but the hyphen has been omitted. 
• I <'.Uql'e ·,,,( 9 A o'a. -,,0,1 .,, t , la 

): Page h07, hth line from bottom of page, insert 11he" so that the sentence reads: 
''vlhatever happens here he has brought lasting infamy and, etc. 11 

i -;J/.. I filJ-r. ,Pi ~ -
Page LJ.5, add a dash and another ''you" right after the first "you" in that sentence 

)A.., so that the line reads: "his freedom and you- you got whatever it is you ' ve got. 11 

·i--r · 

ST MARTIN'S PRESS Incorporated 

,, 
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B1·--------------



P. 97 (new)-15th line fro. t,o~It should be "fishing trip" not. 
"fishing tip" lSp.) 

P. 97 (new)-12th line from top-Raise question on s lling of 
"ma.caber . 11 Should it properly be ''macabrely"? 

P . 269 -(Sherman Baker has 0K 1d correction in his letter of 12/3/57) 

P. 279 -( not new but not nt:.1 oned by you)-9th line tran top-the 
word "he" should clearly be "she" so that it reads: 11 •••• that 
.finally only sh seemed, etc. 11 

P. 401 -(not new bit rec nt and not oontioned by you)-4th line from 
top--since this is a list I think there should clearly be a 
comma after plump, 

P. 401 -(not mw but r cent:. and not mentioned by you)-12th line from 
top-think there should be a semi-colon instead of a comma 
after Bamey to coofonn the punctuation there to that of the 
rest of the pissage. 

P. 407 -4th line from bottom-I must respectfully' record my disagreement 
that a conma should toll "here" it "he" is replaced. I would 
like the "he" added without a co a, as it always was in the 
original. 

P. 1+35 -8th line from top-I have noted your comment:.s bit I still request 
that the ch~e be ma.de tor th reason I xplained at som length 
when I sent this new correction in, namely, that there be a dash 
put in after the first you, to be followed by a second you. (It 
is one of those y unarguable and undemonstrable PfgP,Psitiona 
in writing, but this is a high and signi.ticant point" moved and 
tumbling Parnell i grappling with-and I want to impress that 
on the reader ev n at the risk of admitted repetition.) 

P. 17-corner groceries-You are right. I waive this suggested correction. 

J. D. Voelker 

12/5/57 


