




,, \ CORR AA~ 

case, but ~ resented his thinkin; he could fool me. But maybe, I thug t--
\ ,.. O'I-~ J ~.d'; 

may" e he didn't give a damn ab011t fooling me f\ after all, I didn 1t have a 
j,M",M/, 

vote on the jury. I vas sufrering the first var,ue pangs of blossoming 
){\ 

love. 

11'1r . Biegler, 
11 

the Judc;e said. 11 Do you wish to JTL1.ke your statement 

now':'!! 

nrf Your Honor ple'lse, 11 I sa.id, rising te 1•:i:- ffiilat-,. "the defense 
) 

would like to reserve. 11 

11VUy well, 11 he said, looking at .':itch's table. ''Call your first 

witness. 11 

"The People will call Dr. Homer Raschid;n {)y~~~~ 

Dr . kchid, the patholo,c;ist at St . Francis' hos ,ital in Iron Bay, 
~ °.d,~ 

came forward and Clovis idgeo1;,\ 1tke a/\";:; fel"P,~ in a ~undred-piece ~ 
~i-l-ien • 'vho ha,S waited patiently for an hour to hit ~gle a single ~ 

~ arose dramatically to -swear hi~ in . 1 8lovis the Oath-giver, 1 I 

thought . 

nYou do 0 olemnly swear th'.l.t you will tell the tru.th, the whole tr 1th, 

and nothj ng but the truth, so help pou God) " How co~nos

0

sibly 
()M,tL~ th 

lie after such a solemn/\ injunction? ,U(i~ ~ .4w,~---.,,,~ 

nr do, 11 Dr . Raschid said, and took the witness chair . !'e was a lean, 

thin-faced, hi~h-'ioMed, ~aired sort of individual uho looked as 
(\ 

though he would be more 'l.. home writing somiets than carving up C"davers . 

I had never re1.d 1.ny of his poetry but I 1mmv hin as a highly competent 

p:itholo~ist . 
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11A little time, please, Your Honor, 11 I ~ requeste~ 3.nd the Judge 

nodded his he-'ld . J ~ ;'1Ju,_~., I 

~ ~ The report consisted of five pages of closely-typed analysis, tracir.g 
w:,.., 

in v~st detail the course of t~e bullets and ~d8.nage done . It also exhaust-

ine:lv reported on other~'Ullaged areas of the body . Fear the end of the - • ~ 

repo¾ ~~ght m eve . 'Sper;:iatogenesis ·,as occurin.; in both 
lkll~ • ~t,~tlu,ea,c..""M~~-" 

es es, ' it said . I read the repori:. to the end and carried it ~tNJv 
~ 

to Yitch, who stood bv the witness . "The defense ;ia.,~'-'- no objection, 11 

A 
I said. 

with 

"The eople offer in evidence I eople' s .sxhibit 1 for identification as 

"It ma)' be so recej ved and marked, 11 Judge :eaver said. 
re 

Le went back ,u~i!l. oat MA his table . 11 You may exAJ1ine, 11 Nitch said, and 

w. 
11 Doctor, it appe2,.rfl to you that B rney .uill had been shot ,. 
bullets from a i;un?" I ~ ~1,,1,,d 

11 It did . " 
--M,A-~ 

ive ti es 

shot had plou~hed through him and ~e out on the other side. 11 

rn ,, /\ 
"And each 

11 That is correct . 11 11 Cl~~~~.~~ h-.~ ·.L ,, •• ·--,- -~, ,, / r .Al,c,u. '7 . 
"Then I take it you did not find any bullets?" 

"No . I mention that in my report . 11 

~ I~ that , But your conclusion that the wounds were caused by 
A 

bullets was more or loss of a surmise, was it not?" 

~"' "'Jell, yes . II . . · r r 
A Q5 ,WWW,~ 

"Based -3:m g~r upon the history of the 

I\WWVil-~' 
by the men who requested the autopsy . 11 

/\ 
you 

c~se and the information given 
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11 Yes . 11 

11 You underst.4)0.d when you performed this autopsy, then, th ,t the 

subject 'lcJ.d been shot by the defendant in a barroom? 11 

rrYes . 'r 

11And this and certain other information had been sup li<'d you by 

the officers? 11 

11 'ell, yes . i~~ and from 
I\ 

11 But the officers gave you 

your post? 11 

11 That is correct . 11 

you did 

So!'leone was walkin~ ~ softly behind ce and I turned aro md, 

~~ was Cla11de Dancer, of '3.11 thin.r:;s . I turned b 1.ck to th witness . 

11S0 that to sorr,e extent ;your explorations were suggested by inforrration 

? 
you had received fr0.m them. 11 

11 es . But my primary purpose w,1.s to determine the cause of death . 

And:: did lete,-,nine it . I didn't need any information from anybody to ~1i)1/J,f"7' 

r,;► I - , A.~_...;;_r_,I'' do that? 11 \..:_~ ~ ~ , ~ 
~ --- ,rnn,~~~~~ ~~ 

11or_ CO"rse not, Doctor, II I not " ca ., oubt ~ ~ 
on t -<AHA~~ tt the Lieutena ~bl't;i:;,,ic6tr, d Barney; ~~n fact 

A {lJ- • ~~-!l_h£4it A 
lay 11ite the other way1f\ I was no{! r game--and the clever 

Cl'lude D~,ncer was smelling a rat . n~~n-fte,w--ee~ Doctor, 11 I said slowly) 

' 1how come you checked to deteMine whether s. ermatogenesis was occuring 

in the subject's testes? 11 

11 1 object !'1 a deep boor:ling voice ex1 loded in 1ny ears, and Claude 

8ancer h1d finally flunF; off the mask . 
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"Because they asked me to," the Doctor replied . 

-+ .~ 1 \\ 
" 1Jho asked youW. 

"The officers present . " 
~ u \\ II • 

.7 M.C/1 II • 
~ fow did you know -Then you made that exarri.nation that another doctor 

had taken a v::i.ginal ~mear from the defendant ' s wife ~ ~,\ had 

negative for sperootozoa? 11 

11 1 did . " 

reported J 

11 0 ject on," Ca.aude D ncer boomed . "Based on hearsay, irrelevant,.,, 

~~port of other doctor best evidence." 

11You 1 re a little late, rr . Dancer, "the Judge said 
~tci~ 
~ been answered . 11 

I\ 

• 
question 

"Then I move th'3.t the ans1ver be stricken and the jury instructed to 

disregard both the question and answer . " 
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The Judge I s voice seeme:od to rise a trifle . "Denied . flease 

proceed, .'r . Biegler . " 

11 No r the prima.ry purpose of this portion of your examination was to 

determine whether or not the semim.l fluid of the deceased contained sperm?" 

"Correct ,' 11 

nothin, to do with detennining the cause of death?" 

11 
J atever . ' ~ . ~ 

11 '104}'~ • • 7"'"""~~ ~ a.._ ~ A + 
11 l ~ you m1.de t' i-::~ exA.Illina:,ion solely because you were asked to do 

so by the prosecuting officers? 11 

11 1 did . 11 

11:Jow, Doctor, if a question evpr arose as to whether a nan h3.d had 

intercourse Tith a woman who claimed that he had, and her smear 

~ ~Tlw QI.II 
sperm showed negative and/' ~ests of th:it m.1.n were positive,/\ that 

some evidence that n . . 

"Objection," " ancer thundered~~. 

:fx«m for 

mie;ht be 

"Overruled," the Ju-i~e said . 

11 Yes, 11 the witness answered. 

~ow, Doctor, vr~ you asked to make an examin1.tion to determine 

whether the dece.::i.sed had recent:::..y had interco 1.rse a!ld refl.ched a sexutl climax? 11 

11 Iwasnot . 11 

"Did you make~ sue 

11 1 did not . 11 

examination? 11 

11 Co1lld you h·we done so? 11 
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11 I could he ve . 11 

11 rnuld it have disclosed the answer?" 

"But you were not asked to and you did not '1 11 

"Correct . 11 Cf 
11 
~ ~tAd, htA-l ./.. 

you asked to y observe the I)hysictl and bodily develop-

"'ell 
I "JV , 

1 t hel.) it . 11 
j\ • 

or dead . " 

stole a look at the jury. Some of the jurors ·,-rere looking at 

each other an~ my Finnish ex-soldier 
~'ti~~ 

I detect a h~lf- s!"lile on his face? 
/\ I\ 

was lookinG strai~ht at me . Did 

"Now, Doctor, one or two more questions rnd I thinL we'll about h 
done . Did you m1.ke any examination to determine the alcoho::..ic contt nt 

of the bl,2'.ood of the -ieceased. 11 

11 1 did not." 

" ere you asked to? 11 

1·co,1ld you have made such a determination if' re1uested? 11 

u V " ~ ee le 1 'Wli- • .l.l. ~ t..➔ . 
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11 .Lhat's 1ll, Doctor. Th1.nk you, 11 I said, and I went back to my 

table. 111tirr 

11Nice going, 11 the Lieutenant whis1 ered. ~d:e:-:nst:x~am:x 

:fm~::kx:mxlrn:~ 

W[e've at le,,st i;Ot out foot i. t""'e door,!'::: whispere_;_ back . 

a, "Any re-direct, ''r .• rosecutor"" the Jud~e in uired. 

11 ~a,.,wl-4./'.dR't"""~· 
/. 1N0 further ,,,e::;ti'"lns," hitc said, half risin£. 

The Judge 

all. 11 ,_.,, the 

Raschid. 11 You may go, Doctor. Th t is 
w Ju,;, ./uAI.,~~ ~ JJ..1.-:.:r--,( 

ri.s wa~r~ tre Judgrioo ked c:tt the ~-Ji~~k- ; ~d 

t11.en glanced 'lt 1e. I f! d.c' ly rci.i sed my hand to r.iy tie. "'e will 

t-ike 'l fifteen-rri.nute recess, 11 the J,1dge said gravely. 11 All right, 

• r. S11eriff. 11 ~ 

ax han: ered the A co11rtroom to its feet. 

for fifteen minutes. 11 

~~~~~, 
" 

















Chapter 7 

Parnell had disappeared and was nowhere to be found. 
~~ 

I hoped.A that 

he had not 

joined the 

developed a sudden and overpowering thirst~ ~ I hurriedly 
~~ ~-~ ~ ~~~ 

Manions in the conference room aM W!!l!!'IWl~~ll:!9Mll~~'ffi!~ :.,, 
.)/\ 

o explained to them the possible 

significance of some of the testimony that had been developed from the 
A/,'~~~· ,._pb, ~-# 

good Dr. Raschid, which I was pleased t see they h already grasped. 
~l~~~~thr,,~«6 •,~~/~~~~ 
A Perhaps if they saw it that way, the j y also might ~ Anyway, I could 

take care of all that later in my argument. I scribbled a quick /L.~ 

reminder in ~~~ookJ~~w~· ~~ ;;;-~ 
~~~~- I\ 

But most of all I sought to calm and r assure the)tanions; tne-t; ~ 
~ ~~~~~~~~~-; 

-W81e3;he im 9rtant tning now most of ~ ~ w2fk {ogether had been done • 
(} • I\ {Mf,,~ l,V 

1f1¥1 a sense th trial itself was like J\ well-rehearsed play: t'hat was to 
" ~a,.,,,L~ ~*z;i ~ _/;-¥' 

be played but one night hen againJ in another sense, it wasn't like 
~ 

a well-rehearsed play at all: inevitably /c character woudd forget his 

lines or~ worse yet, someone might sneak in some surprise new dialogue 
n~ ~-

that ~ change the whole course of the ~ - I was too old an atten-
A A 

dant at courtroom 'first nights• not to be aware of that ever-gha~ng 

: :'.:'~~ p:;. old Smoky Madigan and ~ it was 

no~ ther outf hen •••• 

111 don't like that Claude Dancer," Laura said, crushing out 

cigarette.}'/ 11 He 1 s--h~ 1 s so cocky and self-a.ssurred .~ acts 
A 

he hates us. 11 

her 

like 

"Confidentially, j id ":J;; ~ ing not to like him ~-

~ ~-. I ,,. ~,._,, . k ~ ~ 
A A 

~ ----.~ 



' 

The Lieutenant was sitting on a cold radiator over by the window 
~ 

reading about his approaching trial in an old Gazette. He looked up 

" and spoke. "When the Judge overruled him this mornin~ when you were 

questioning the doctor, one of the jurors almost laughed out loud." 
(J,WV 

"Was it that young fellow sitting in the first row, on trbe extreme 
,A. 

left end?I' I asked. ,, 
'' .II ~ 
9,hat's t fife fell ow. 

" 
He seems to be a fan of yours ./,k, ~ ~ ~4,,,c.J. 

~-~~ 
I thoughtfully lit a cigar and stared out at the lake. Maybe I had ,,.. 

better Fretty well try my case for this intelligent young juror. { Any ) 
~,"1--~> r • - :7~~~~-

fan of nm,e was by hypothesi j( • • I :fem8'mbered that 
,.. """1.4r:,-qt: z;, "' ~ • e, 

in the past I had almost unconFciously defts so duri g my long trials --, -,. . ~ . 
J ome small sign A.came along, some tiny ~ cognition that you ~ ~ 

~t,,t J\ A 
talking the same language. One seemedto gain--at least I seemed \sl:~ ~ -n'.~-~ ~ 

A • ~-~~i"'"""IANlfl~ 
gain--a greater sense of immediacy and im~ a sort of goal 

upon which to concentrate, a target at which ~~ ainifwhatever arts 
/\ ./J~AU~• 

of conviction and persuasion one ~--;- 11Hm •••• , 
11 

I said, absently 
~ 

holding out my lighter for Laura. v>"""" ,, 
"Thanks, ~ , 11 she said, removing her glasses. ''.,/~Ala,,~~ ~ 
~~ ~~~ • .:,,e 'U-~ _, -~~.,, 
._:::, Yes, my work was pretty well one with the Manions. If they hadn't • 

1 

learned their par-ti:~~ didn't know the pitch ·~ it ~ geiaun =:_ 
~,, I A -

late.. . • I remembered the time years before, ~ I had taken my bar 

exams in Lansing, and had gone there. sev:ra~ early, perhaps hoping 

to d--:;;: wisdom and in~ t ~:;i::;i,z; · . 1• had crept up to the 
,.. " I\ 
~~~ 

------
2 
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~~~~ 
supreme court and called on the clerk, amiable litt 

~~~-
He 

,~~·~...,..~ ~IV 
had stopped me at the door. 

11 Ha1t l " he commanded. 
~-

"Not another step, young man l 
~r,IL;t; 

ol I Ja • give you an 
/t. 

t,./J,. ...l4f,. '/1'"' ,\ to take the bar,( You've called on little 

open sesame.• He had come over and put both hands on my shoulders. ·_Aj 

~-~~ ..,..........., _ _.. ,w~.,.-i,,--: ~ 
"Well, Pl Go out and haye yourself a f w drinks. _:.J41{ Y-/ 

I\ ~~ • ~ • - 1,~HUtlH/ 

Not too many) ~ yourself up a willing girl if you c Then forget ,r,,,,U,, 

abou g~ddam~ nations. f/'fj;_ don't~ ur stuff now, God, 
' " ~ ,, .,,, ~ . 

son, you never will; ~LAI'~~ ~~~~ 

Max Battisfore popped his head in the door. "Five more minutes, 

Polly, 11 he said. "The judge wants to see you." 

11 Thanks. night away, Max. 11 I said. "I'm getting ,w my grease 

paint ~(riv.'#' J4£ ~~ f" tHV. I\ 

~J..A~ 
The Judge and Mitch and Claude Dancer ~ /\Tn--chlmber~ long with 

~ ? 
the yo ~ng photographer from the Gazette. . 

" ~ • ~.hj.,,,,_ 
11This young m.at/'"tH!Jdl//Jt,e -e:m:t:t:r to take our pictures--out of the court-

room, that is," the Judge smilingly said. 11 I thought 

to join us 11 ' ··~ ' 
,, 

I 

like 

111,,. I had known this 
r· ''/4 ~ 

would come up, sooner or later, and I was ready - ,, 
for it. ""I'm sorry, J~.,. I ,. lied softly. 

ears with my clients. Perhaps later on. 11 

"Right now I 1 ;n up to my 

,, ~ 
"Very well '' By all me£is get back to your peo 

~ """ • 
As I turned away I thought I detected A gleam in the Judge's eyes. 

Was he aware of my strategy to build up the all-powerful, much-publicized 



-- --
State against the lone, unsung and unphotographed defense. 

" . a-.1'~ 
gentlemen,' I heard the photographer say occurred to me 

A 

'Over here~/.,,-.,~ 

that I 

actually did have some pressing business with my clients. I hurried 

back and told them that under no circumstances should they permit their 

pictures to be taken. ~~~ be time enough for all that, 

~late_ron. O~~~u~;~~~~ 

-~~ 1 
11 Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye .... 11 

The rest of the afternoon session slj_pped by with comparative s peed. 

Trials are never fast except on TV, where reality must ever yield 
~~--..:.., 

gf'acio.a-'¼- to the ,gf'eat;e-r reality of peddling the sponsor's nostrums. ~ ~ . 
~~t4~~~....._;,~ .. ~--•·~.urM1'- ke~ 
A he first witness was Coroner Leipart, a rather shy-3._Epearing little man UIU · ll,~~;.u-~ ~I\~ 
I\ whose :hief discernible cuialification fo~ the~ office_ he held was his 

rather 8-iltihol:y "!"@~~~~· lust to~ dead bodies he encountered A4-~ ----- /\ ~~~ 
on to the embaL7lling slab in his undertaking parlors as fast as he could. 

/ui, 
Under Mitch's questioning--Claude Dancer seemed to have slipped ~l.4-1._, 

_ - Barney ~ 11 

on/\hie~ -he told of fi~din_g/Quill 1 s riddled bodyft~ face down behind 

the bar~ ool of blood. It totali l:¢.~ its right side near the 
~ • (kM,t/,1 ~ ~ .,.. 

middle of the bar - -w.e..... the man was quite dead. The bartender had let 
/\ 

them in when he had arrived with the state police around 2:00. What had 
~~~~ ~~~~4 ... 

he done then? Well , A. he I d put the body in the basket and fetched it in 
''-4,w~~ 

to Iron Bay and held it for the autopsy on Sunday, which he had attended. 
/\ 

Then he had fetched the body back to his place and embalmed it and shipped 

it off to Wiscons,in. As the cor~ ified I t hought he might have 

been talking of a roll of linoleum. 
A 

"Your witness, 11 Mitch said. 

On cross-examination I brought out that the bartender was alone when 

he aad admitted the coroner and the state police; that this was over an 

hour from the time of the killing; that 

s~ 

~~, 
he had turned the clothing of the 

) 
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"' ;m, 
~ • ~ that the chances were i:;ood to excellent thatA the ._, eye-ritness¢.5J 

~ • ~ 
including t11is one , ~ .Anot seen any movements~ he-.~ ~ ot r,a in ~~8~ 
::itte'"' t inn, 1nd that for !:le to hr-we each litness deny seeing anv would be to 

• • 1 UA, 

~ buildup t'ri.:r~hat nM.eAoccurred . I likewise made no atte ,pt to 

cas't any doubt on the f ct that the Lieutenant had fired the fat;i_l shots, 
' (y~ • ~., 

inf act my ~~ssumed quite the contrary . Onl~ old A'!nos Crocker.) 

~ ~ h~rdihood to denv a shooting in one breith and in the next insist 
~ u -

tmt his client as insme when he did it . 

11vr . Yates, 11 I said, conjurin:i; U,.J a pretty ricture , "when Lieutenant 

1l'l.11inn shot Barney 1,iill and the l::i.f r slumped and feiifmd the 

Lieutenant then stood up on the b 1 r rail and 1 aned over the bar wd 

emptied his r;un into the fallen man 11 --I aused--"did the ieutenant 

say ' Take "'"h'lt rou s . o . b .' or,..~ to that effect': 11 

" rot that I heard . y recollectiop is that at no ti e did tre 
1M,, I 

Lieutenant utter a sound. He came i a mailman deli •rerin ~i,iiiw::llii..,..., ,. ,1 , 

,•:iajl; he delivered his mail and t ~ 
~ ~ ~ ,nz,~..-•~""'"4 +VIA4- ~~ WW,~A, J,...,...., ~ -~'l,,C.c..~i{;,. 

/. " ere th re any signs of ang . ~. 

11None that I s ·1 . Of course, I di1 not get a good look or stop 

long after the shootin8 . ~ 
) 

11 but l2:40 or 12:45 .,lf/4,J~ JJt , : OI A,l'f. J 
11 Now, 1 r . Y~tes , this well- e-:1.rned ni;ht-cap of eer you were h'lvin,_,-­

h:1d the deceased treated yon to th~t?" 

11 Yes , I had put rny money on the ror , but ]3a.rney h1.d waved it away . 

1 On the house, C Arl , 1 he said . " 

2 



I 
11l'm sorry, Your l'onor, 11 I apolo-;j_zed contritely. 11flease put it down 
~ ,, J ~. I/ 

to -1-,he zeal of battle,''1 111 try to .e-·11 my ways. 11 I turnd to ..,laude 

/\ ~'tk " ~ " 
D ncer,/ little :i:,,;:;:a::=-,.....i r:lilitn.r" brushes of hair on either side of ti} ' A. ,.. 

his head seemed to be s+,anding out . strai~ht. ::,.., 

~ ''The " \\ ...._ ~eople's witness is b.::ick to your as:,i,;tant, . r. Chief frosecutor ~ 
~ 

I said. 
at'~~ 

11 No 1ue~tions, 11 
• r. D':l.ncer sr ar. ed

1
an,A ~ ·1~sti n or pretence of who 

was assisting ·horn had Jiii;11 flo 1 to the four \:ind.:;. 

As I s1.t do -m I s· • nrnell was b1.ck in his pl.i.cc, ::nerc::..fully s ber 

an1 _,rinning fro·n ar to ear. e had argued for ',eek.., , • t-' ~ 

Jk;.,,-'s,fu•~........,~ 
stratee;y of :.hat last o ~ectiion'lble uesVon, i rnell 'l-.ei ,; fo ·t A - -~~ 

J gl1.nced at my f~vorite juror and found him lookin~ at me. His eyes lit ~ 

up nd I glance4iuickly away; it. looked like old 'amell rad • '3.ybe -.mn J t r, 

agai:'1.. In ri.ny c·Le ~ he r1.ne/ n ciw clearlv h1.d its foot in the door. nd ~-.r 
t «t, ----, .,~,J~ ~ 

ec:'nlly clear,\ ':r:1.s he • eople's 1etem.im.tion to disloduc it 1.!1d l:ee., it C''.1t. ~ ~ • 

,l The :1ext eig'•" wi "-, _c.,ses, ::i.11 t er. stanJ.ing at 

the bar and, 1..::;ide from the mino1 discrepnncies ;hi.ch ap. e r inevitable 

when diff3rent people try to describe the saTie event, al~ pretty 

rnnc '1 agreed +,h<>t the ieutenant had w·1lke ::l. u. to tl-ie bar "..nd wordlessly 

eM,tied his ';Un ir+~ ~ rney, t niir~ u. on th ~ r rai_ f ► er 
~ b ~ • ~~4-c, ~, :9 ""'.' 

fallen, :md t en 1,a •,rdlessly t1rned an 1 left the pl ce.~ Frum ,r:.rious , 
of these witnesses, includin t11.e inscrutable .,. ongoosc. twins, -'-

on ~ -./u:,.1.minati?n 

dr'nk t ~t nie t; 
I\ 

. t 



"'l1Jite 
1 ~ • • , • 

?.,.. •rhile--ne·Lrly A.n hour, - l- elieve. erh.J. s. more .• ..,.~ ~AC,,\,, 14' 
,rn.--...... -· ~ ~ ~-•'t/1 •• ~, ~ ~, ~. e.~~~, ~ 

sit do'm and talk with you·. 11 

11He talked but '.iidn 1t sit down, thouc:h we asked him to several times. 11 

11 You aoked hir, to sit rl.o m.?" I said. rhis /Jas better than l had hopeei ~-~ ~--
for--tl-ie tired, re5l-,in f'b· rter:ler muldn 1t even sit do'm when invited to. 

11 Yes, ut he s1.i he as expecting a friend fror.i out of to'l'm nd anted 

to l<eep an eye, out f'or him. 'le lre;-it lookinf'! out tne r' dO'l. 11 

I 1 need around to the rows of v'l.iting eople 1 .., witnesses ''"1d fonnd 

+J.-e b"l.rtender, Alphonse aq10tte, sittin~ ,-.rit folded ar s md staring 

strai1ht ahead. "'ry :-ilant 1ms not 

~ ~ 
T h d 

A 
her •~the c urt10· sc •. ~'"4~ 

11 Di' t'.1e b rtenjer + a k o : o "'nd ·011r . rt .. 11 

11 cc" ·anally. Ju,t 1.11 ·'11'·--t' e e -'-her, fis 

th(:) r,ol liers ~ "le f'' ri··i:, poi.+, • 

ri ·tol shoot, , -'-•1 f like +.h1-+ ." 
~ 

I co 1 ld 11-, e ~one 1. ei.nd kis ~' -'- he "n, but such 1. 

rnell nor 

:on anot er 

"'~ demonstr<>+ ~0"1 /\ 

!T'.i-;ht h~ve been misundersto d so _ 
c.a • .,c.~. /1, 

' ' ue + • :r I'- ' • • t!A.o«aL-~ _..,_,...,.-
-~ 

...,. . ed not her 

/J1~QL />,of 1 j /\ 110,o +,he ' rtender told you t t, B .,..ne had mn nother . istol 

e di In 't pay much aCten' • n. ~arney m ~ • 1.no+h .r 

11 Hear ye, 1' ~r .:e .... " th 0heriff aid. 

9 
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Chapter 9 

Farnell nodded at me g_nd then got 1.1.p and left for the c1.r . I e"t 1.t 

Ot'r t a½le "n1 c½ tted .rith :..'lur.g_ an~ th"! :..ieut,en·~~ for a srell ~- ~- ~ ... ~- ~ ~ 
Yax stoorl,_ -=ts1tl:.• r=I. a'"teutien at a respectable d s c1.~ceA ,ihen 

"94•.,,,(.,, .... 
ef .i,H~f1.Q "'l •

1 fi~1.lly dis3.ppeared, ~ -¥JresUJ'l·bly ~ ... heir way b9.ck 
,, J.~ .. , .. .1Z.. ~~ A 

+o ~ ves \·rherP, thev dozed be:,ween r.mrder tri ,.1 , :ax nodded 

at me 0md then jerked his l-ie1. i t"" directicm of the jail and hurried 

7't,~ ....... ~····•nn.,,, 
on liis way . /\. ir 1lse was to le 1t an exuE.mt whoop . Trat Max 

would t/ at thi" poin'" 1"'1.Ve t½e ,ie•1+,en1nt unattended I to k best 
~- t; 

so f r 0f the tri ~1 .<(/ A. lawye~ ~J.d«4..,t'fVJo:l.l'!~t,.~';..,ill!~~~:::::~z::=., ""'- /\ 
" 1eceived husband: he }J,/.requently the last person to suspect 

~ 
the true state of affairs . •Bio..,- l'l--!b-1..,,G~ Willingnz to ~ en1.nt 

"ind his way b<,.ck to the jail unattended, /\ wa /\ telling me that, in 

his opinion at least, my man was still not in too great danzer . And I 

had developed a wholeso:ne respect for the opinions o" Yaxwell 31.ttisfor<> 
~ ~ -rj.,., t,/e,~/1114. ~ ~ . 

on psych o iY :rn i h ·nper of e cro·:d , fter -ill , the '1 >en { ~ 
j /\- 41,(; 

his W".kin ~ hours studying it . s1.id nothin::; o.,ji\ this to the .anions . 

11 1 ve got bad news for you, Counsellor, 11 the/ ieutenan+ ~ .,_iJ . 
,~ 

11 Good n~ws, b1.d news, news around the town, 11 I sang . ~ no,,r, 

Ir~· ~ ?'' 
I err Lieu+,e'1ant'? 1yc ~ ~ J ~ ~ 

"Laura pice:ed up the ail A today and trrn forgot to -;1 ve me ;i letter 

from the t>.rmy . 11 



'~ ,,~- -,L 1 t +ell me they 1ve ~psychiatrist to Formosa to re-lease r L,.._ ~ ft • " ~ RM1:ie'f1' ~ u--.,-l:,4G~ .... ..., ~? 
11 No, not r;iuite that bad. The Army just 11rote me they <1re holding u 

my pay until this c:=i e is over. I 1m sorry, I 1 d figured on ~aking another 

payrnent on your fr e. 11 ~~~ ~ 
also like «~:::t=::lll!l!!r. ~ A lawyer in thP ~~ 1st of tr.rine; his case is 

s.pend±bri4 ru.nni~ Mr,as Vegas: 

I\ I\ 

money is the farthest thing from 

A 
this thoughts. 11 Don 1 t rnrry about it, Lieutenant, 

11 
I said airily. 11 How 

did you like th:it ~ 1? I took at our little friend Jancer ·, 
f/ y~;• ;lse,~c-.. :r~·,,,.._~~,~ 

/\ Laura r· .ached over and impulsively touched Y-'Y :i,rm. 11 in or lo e, 

na 11, we'll never forget you.y'{)MIW W~n.4U,s-'i~'" 

The t 1lk t-n.s veerine a little on the m,1ist side and I g?.ve the 

.t:mions some 
A 
~ that had occurred to me during the 

days take, and we separated, Laura accompanying her husband out thro' gh 

the main courtroom door tow3.rd the jail, and I taking 1'1.Y usue.l route 

throu"'h the Judi;e's ch':l.mbers, ~~~~Alfl'l?~..,,_$.Q. 

Jud"'e e3.vcr " - sittinrr alone !l~ us desk r"adin~ a ichi-i:an law 
, ~ ~ 1~.IC""' ' ) ~ 

report, . ·nth cL/ s_t·tck of opened and unop~ne,Sl ,,,e1·orts lyin'3 around him. ~ ~ 
~a(M,I.~ ~ wt • N?.-~ It 
/\ Be looked up. 11 Well, another day, another doll:=ir, 11 11e s, id pleasantly. ,. ;;, ,, 

11 You 1 re a r 0 al bearc-:it for ,ork, Jud 7 e, 
11 

I said. 'b,& d, ~ ~-
jk,, ~ ' • , 

A 11 0h, I do~: I guess 1 1 m as l "l.zy as the next ?:iar.. 7u+ rhen 
,. ~~~~ 

counsel load me up ·<lth such br3.in-crac~ing instructio'1s as ~ -- , _, _ g ,, 
k~.-4,u~~~~ ~ ... ~,.~~- ~ 

man can 1 t help but work. /\ You didn't throw these to"ether over ni-;.t. 11 f:' 

11 Io, Judge, I said, feeli•1g like a mon "trous heel that 

tell him that most of the ,,ark was Parnell's. 11 1 hope you' re 

for thou ;ht. 11 

2 

. A' 
I couldn't 
~ 

finding food ,. 



l((y 
yq 

~"'~ ~ ~~ ? tr-, 
~~-½ .. ~--~~ 

Te Jud-e l 0 y 00th of his b~ s palms d wn ;n fr 0 nt of him ons<t__; '\,! 
at'~ ~ ~ ~,,,..... 4 ) ~.-4> ;a. t: 

desk./\ turned nd 1la.nced t l:hlucrhtfully out '-'1.e uindo ,.>' 11I'1 Bo sense am ~ ~~ 

I passim; on the draft instructi')r.s ~rou h3.ve -:;iven me. They rr.ay or may ' ~ 

not ultima.tely be ;iven, in whole or in p1.rt." 1-'e loriked 1.t me. "But 

4 
you I ve obviously wor~,ed "nd t1'10ught so h~rd over tht1einstruct.in~ hat7; 

is only ~ t of~~ian charity to tell yo1... that so f'lrJ hey a~ e checking 
M ~«,,., ~-~ .-~ 

out autroritiesl\ sustain what yo'1 cit the..., for, no more 

and no less. l:n f9;8t, among '-,he rest instructions ::: 1ve e • _,,. seen. 11 

i~ne ' He smiled. 11 Now let s talk abo11t so ethin,:; else. .Jit dovm and 

of ~ornan cJ.ndles--they can I t all be duds." 
.A 

II 
11 Thank you, J 1di::e, I mur.rmred embarra""secll~r, doubly emba!'rassed 

bec1use I could rd, .:;ive 100d ol i G'1rnell his due. "That is gt;nerous 

of you--s man •ets pretty lonely and uncertain durinJ ~ tri1.l like 
I\ . - .. , 

tl--iis. lt--it I s like night'!l.1.re :m::l ecstasy se.•bi.Lcd. . ~, ~ ~ ~ . . 

Th Jd hdh . · ' . ,~,41::'~t ~th~ ' e u ::;e pus e 1 s ooo -~ Cl ori 1r i e. ~ sa \l1 , 

one le..; ov.Jr the 8.rn' o-i:- .,r crair) . out qt the lo~i_, 
~k~,~~~ac .... ~we.,.a~~u-. j-

11 1 h ve a confes ;ion to makj ., , .,;oung mn, 11 the ~T-1' ,"' went on, his ' 

ripe lit . 11 1 am a fan of murder trials, just as bad in ~, way as those ~~ -> 

~-
poor painted ,ronen out t' ere who • rp ja.runing our ~~. I a: endlessly 

A 

fa,cinated by the 'ir'U"~ of a murder trial, of th defer. int fi0hting so 

i1nrticula.tely for 11is freed0m--his is the drama of un ierst .tement--, of --
the op~osing counsel~flamboy~ntly fighti~g for victory, for reputation, I __ _, 

for more clients, ror political 

jury mmying + his way and th3. t, 

advancement, for God knows wh'l.<:, :'\ of the - ~. _ ~ 
I ~~~ 

yes, of the ~ud_i;e himself tryil'.! ~ t /\ preserve 

3. me1.sure of decoru . 11 

3 



11
Yes, 7,11 

I agreed soberly. ~~~~lt:::c .uite like""' 

it . Tn t~ s k:i_rld ~! drarn the/'- ,,c+,ors may be fi;uratively sJ-io+ 
➔ p. ~ A • .. ~~~~""'-

11' ve presided ~t m'trder tl'i ls no· all ovc.r th state J .. 141ook ior 
~ • £,M4<,"V ~- '1\tdA, • • • ,. ~ \\ 

the a'"'sig men s. DO'-mstate the other ~udgcs~ ll a1e 'First Degree' eaver. 
A A 

J The Judge ~ And for all my concern ~ erence for the law, 

I so eti esf\SUS)ect th t ~he aver~~e nurd 0 r jur).Adecides its cases r g~rdless . 
11-44>•~-- ~ 

of tre la 1 . 11 He ill'.iled and :::;hru-; ed . 11 That I s '11ite ad.m.ssion fr~r !\old 

I 
bookworm like e. But I can t help but suspr~ct 

~tzAU.;_, 
the same tl-ieory yourself,:-_~~ 

f\ ,,IJ,.lt ~-...,-.""' ... 
11 lrettymuch, Judge," I s,.id , J_ 1 ~ guess 

th t you ' re 

devise a perfect sy"te~ .~r,~<:_e_t
1
ernining heir cl9.shes ;-r.i_ th e h other and 

A/II{- u,n~,,....· ,...,/ • 

society. t le~st ourl~ for all ls iTI'.erfectior.s, ~Aa sort o rough 

democrqcy in ac{_i;~-;'!:fr..~1t is not preordained as in - ~ -+:--i::,1~~~-•• 

Q .. r;/v, ,v. ~ ,~ ~-•• ,µ- we-~ h ~ _.., ~ d.r- . a/Ze ,,.____ .. 
~'.),:/::; is +·,e only anim3.l that laughs and '1ee:,s, 11 -'-he Jud e said, 11for R_ ~. 

he is the only arim3.l trat is struck by the difference be""ween what ~ 

are and 

ou s9.id tl:la+, beautifully . 11 

h:>vPn 1t; he l/aS affliced 

~ ~~-'' 
TJ-i re as a clatter 

-'<i.digan . 



~~~ 
"Sorry, gennemen," moky apolo3ized, backin,,. out . 111 figgered the ,.. 

coast was clear . 11 "'he heavy door clicked closed . 

I arose and crushed out my cigar . 11 Judge," I said slo1-rly . 111 like 

your T'.'"l.n Hazlitt ' s sent4ments . " I aused and nodded at the closed door . 
~A1t.t,,t,/,,L.~, - J~. ,, --~ 

11 He ~ ~,il...;tll,8, , . in fqct . •• I were ,till prosec·itor of tl is c unty I 1 d " • ~~ 
have dimnissed th t breaki'1s ·md )mtering case~ i'gcd ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ,I\ 

bast~rd/\with s~ ple larceny ~nd recoTIL~ended a short rest cure ~ vith 

the wheriff ~ s the alley, vhere he 1 l be hap1 y 'lnd do some .-.ood, n~t 

festerin down at the 

crimin:'ll then my nane 

branch prison Jr.long a lot o~ .ros . 

tu~ 
i s - Hazlitt . " ~/\ 

If th t man is a 

Th Jud,,.e smiled. . "The court is always sensitive to the views of 

counsel, ,·•ho are fter all offic~rs of the court . 

man, we uill see . " 

e will see , young 

"Thank you , Jud~e , and goodni ght . It was pleasant to ch3.t with you . 

appy law- looki ng . " 

virtuou , scout who h'ld just thrown a rope to a drowninJ Smoky 

1~:i.di r;a1i. . vr h'ld th rope insteac~ been flung froir. the dist nt gr::we of a 

thou~htful ~nglishr'lan hn had once • ritten •:_an is the only anim--:i l that 

laurrhs and ,,eeps . 1 ? 

5 
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Chapter 10 tiU, ~ ~ 
"{)I_~ th~~a-J.~~~ 
AG,ourt convene~ 1 observed that sometl,ing h d been dded to .. itch I s 

table--a tall, dark, ~~M- spare Man ·rith ~ dro • • 

bb.ck must-icl:~ t17 at n1d 

~ "'~ ~/the jury had been hro :ht in and + h 1t rA ,mi.nt re-

w0u1 d nod to itch to reope:i hostilities--I 1.ro~~ i 

11 Y ur Honor, " I said, 11t'1e :iefen"'e obferv _§ that a third .>er son has 

bee ~ ded to tlie . r sec11t~ n table, nnd ue wonder i -:.he court stares 

" with us our ~ curiosity over his identity and '"'1:-'te .. ,~- .u.~ • 

The fourteen rair3 of eyes of the e'1 .., ~ ~~r ~ bored into 

+J"' new arriv~, 1r1h0 r, tm·ned tbeir .,t-ire _,.;tr . n, fai!ltly Jisdainful 
_-h..Jj,.., ~,j <A/ . A 

IYWP"'~~0~t of l'ie □ ~~ ill■, :'. 3. liot ~ ~he Judge nodded at ~i+ c'1 1 table. 
/\ A ~ 

11 Your 1-fonor, 11 Claude D1.nc ,r , ... id, ri cin:;, "the gentle'113.n • t our 

ople's psycri'ltrist 

·.rere ~o!"\•1t to iien+,ify hir~. end ~sk ·,J.iP. court's ... errission 

prosecutmoni.;r table as ~ observer ·1hen defense counsel ~ lt c~ 7 
~..j l to 

jum;:- t 11e ~· 1 n. re nm~ entific .tirm nd reque3t, 11 

I\ 
11 r. Jieglcr' 11 the Judge said, Qth a sort nf he~vy h~re-we-;c-ag1i11 

::igh. 

'The defense regrets boundl, ssly it.s b~ and ~e ,e <nt curiosity 

. l . i- ~ t"' . h' b,,_P.. b t • t'~ l. . n,.h,:z,£,+~"'4.-,.u::,._ 
i11 • • ....,:,, er1. ,::; ho - gc.,., ~~rian nu.g i:, e, u never ne es ... ir.--. ...:i.r0s r c= u ,...., 

" - Ji} I :;) 
it, is the r:eorle ·r1 n•, him to o11serire ~ -~~~~ ~~/~. 

Ihncer·. 11 JL. .l""IC.fj,t, -,4 ~ J.,ja,~ IH.-,:t.,4:., ~~. 

I\ 
'iefen ,mt, of co·1rse, '1 Cb.ude J-inc" r sna 

I{ 
el, ,,,,. 





fr,o ~- .-, . .J~) ,,,,t 

qt Df'flw;.,14itu,~luc .. .u.'4~~-.tt&.,"''U ~14~ 
,._"The defense regrets boundless~ its bad taste and peasant curiosity 

in wondering who the gerit leman might be," I said with suave cantankerousness, 

."but nevertheless inquires what it is the People want him to observe-­

perhaps the view from Pompey's ead?" 

The Judge~ it his lip to banish his smile. 11Mr. Dancer?" 

"To obam-ve the defendant, of course," Claude Dancer snapped, "as.A"'•-•-~ 

counsel very; well kno~ . ;... • r~-· t•,11..~ 
41 (}(,4A,U,11,,.,., •• ; .' .. '""'. • '\ 

W~ '~Biegler the ball i~ back to you _ ... ~ ~J~~? ,.. ) 

"In that event, Your Honor, the defense has no objection. In fact I 

shall move my chair bl.ck so that the doctor can .get a good look. And we 

_,_.,.,_., 
voyance. We ars-e- express our relief t at the new recruit is n(Jt, as we w,::~...,.,._~ 

" '" ~..;.,f!: ~ 
______ speculated, additiooal legal reinforcementsJ\for the People,.,.' ... ' .liiirlll'F' 

Claude Dancer looked at me. If looks could hav led I was a dead 
~ ef:tA,.; .• 

pigeon . His 1 ok, alas, had been wasted; I already ~elt like eaie. 1Lissen 
,'\ 

to dat ma-a-n ...• , 

"The People • s request is grant frl, f h• Judge said dri]J-. He gazed 

out over the heads of the hushed crowd at the far courtroom clock. "Now 
~ ,._ __ """'~) 

that you gentlmien have had your morning setting-up excercises, may we 

•s ft 
dare get on w.l.th th♦ trial? Or would you prefer the court to administer 

a verbal rub-down?" ~ 

Mitch and I popped to our feet. ,, 
"The def erise is ready, 11 I echoed 

* 

"The People are ready, 11 Mitch said. 

of~~ 
"-~· 

* * 

2 



11He whirled around." 
~ 

"And then you wen able to confirm ywr/t.guess as to \ho he was?" 

"Yes • 
Ill 11.~ ~ ~~,uT. J , ~""4HI.. 
,r A 'i'ft'id t he 'tleuteaant sq anything?" 

"Yes." 

I glanced over at Claude Dancer, who was staring up at the ceiling, 

doubtless with glee-crossed-fingers. "Will you pl~se, Mr. Paquette, tell 

us \tbat he said?" 

"He said, •Do you want some, too, Buster?'" 

"Ah, and was he pointing his gun at y u?" 

"I believe he was. 11 'if I. /ft,(J., -----· 
I glanced around and Mitch and his assistant had their heads together 
~ 

is(\.busy consultation. "Now Mr. Paquette, 11 I said. "I assumei ou have told 

your story of the incidents of that night to the police, have you not?" 

"Yes." 
a, 

11 Andt\Prosecutor Lodwick?" 

"Yes•" 
ti, 

"And flis helper, Claude Dancer?" ,.. 
11Yes. 11 

11 And you told fil of them, did you not, what you have just told me, 

nmaely, that the Lieutenant wheeled around and said, 'Do you want some, 

too, Buster?'" 

"Objection 111 the Dancer rolled out. "The defense is trying to infer 

that the prosecution is trying to conceal something. The reason we did not 



INSERT A 

..Oat.~~ a~~~~ tAJ k Wtff, ~ 7'w ~➔-
"' fj;';~;-~d and t,hought of what this devious characte1+ had told Laura 

• ~~~ 
and the Lieutenant abeut Barney, about his expression of sympathy- and 

. Ttd 
the •wolf' business and all. Perhaps I had better get m to 2!:bA now, 

I ~hought, but I would have to do so ebliquely; if I came at him cold 

and asked him straight eut he would prebabl;r simply deny i:t:;.. -tiu. ~ ?Z....; . 
"Mr. Paquette, as a bartender what do you call your cheaper brands 

ef whiskey?" 

Surprised: "Oh, pilerun or coeking wxnx whiskey or rat poisen-

it' s just a name." 

"And yeur bonded bourbon?" 

"Well, bonded beurbon er white-vest stuff. 11 

He apparently still did not see the drift. "I see, 11 I said. "New 

what de you call a man whe has a insatiable penchant fer women-any 

and all women?" 

"What's 'penchant' , 

"Desire, appetite, 

His eyes nickered 

sir?" 
~,b/ 

~ssion,l'hunger, my friend." 

and I ~e I d get the drift MS. 
I 

Carefully: 

"Why, a lady's mu.," I guess. He glanced at the Judge. "Or maybe a 

damned foel. 11 The c urtroOlll tittered and the Judge glared. 

11 Anything else?" 

The Dancer was on his feet. "We don't see the drift of all this, 

Your Honer. I--" 

11Yeu mean, Mr. Dancer, you do see the drift, 11 I broke in. 

"Proceed, gentlemen, preceed, 11 the Judge said sharply. 

"Anything else, Mr. Paquette?" I said. 

"Weman chaser," he ventured. 

1 



"Hm.... Pretty medieval. Please try again. 11 

"Masher." 

"Cane, now, Mr. Paquette--mashers went out with c.rsets a.."ld hair 

nets, blt you're getting warmer. Anything else?" 

Studiously, thoughtfully. "No, :lir, I guess I've run eut •f tenns. 

I haven't had the educaticrial advantages ef yeu." l'he clever little 

bastard, I thought, "How about the expression 'wolf' ? 11 I said. 

perhaps you've l~d tee sheltered a life to have 
M -<-a~.,;. • 

"Naturally It slipped ~ llind. 11 

r1 
heard that?" 

A 

110r 

"Naturally- it would. Clanking around with all these rusty old 

aashers it would. Do yeu ever use the expressi•n yourself." 

"Nat---" he began, mt ::.u.:.ght himself. 110! course I have. Every­

body does. 11 

"What does it mem?" 

"Well, I guess just about what you said. 11 

t/µ ~ .L,-
11Have yeu used .a;;t. lately?" 

11 I couldn't remember that any more than yc:u could. 11 

II "Maybe I can r e.fresh y eur recollection, I said. "Do you remember 

driving Mrs. Manion te Iron Bay th9£unday after the sho,ting'/ 11 l'he 

witness craned around to l•ok at Dancer. "You needn't leek at 

" Mr. Dancer," I said "I don't believe he was hunting in the U.P. at that time." 

Dancer leapt te his feet. "Let the witness answer," he sheuted hotly. 

"Don't try to pretend r.e I s being -.vasive. 11 

"I wouldn't eed to half try, 11 I said. 
, 

The Judge wearily 11 I suggest beth f you gentlrnen invoke silence 
r 

and let the witness answer. / .. 



""'"'~.) 
want to bring it out was that it might create error{\ being possible evidence 

of the com.issicn of another cr:iminal. offense by the deferrlant." 

I tumed and stared at Claude Dancer. "The defendant is touch~ by 

your solicitude tor his welfare, Mr. Dancer, 11 I said. This little man 

would have moved mountains to have brought it out if I hadn't. 

"Tut, tut,, gentlemen," the Judge repoved us. "I will take the answer." 
. ,. 

"Yes, I told all of them~J. 

"And vim did yeu tell Mr. Dancer?" 

"Last night and again this morning." 

"And did he or mycne ever warn you not to tell about this Buster 

rosiness because it might be error er hurt the Lieutenant's best interest?" ;, 
"No, that was ,W, menticned. 11 

Paquette, 11 I said, "you knew the deceased quite intimately, did ;you not?" 

11Yes. 11 

"And did yoo consider yourself to some exte..l'lt his confidante?" 

"Yes." 
()4, 

"Would it be fair to sa.v that :rw were ._ intimate with him as any of 

" his ale acquaintances?" 

Thrughtf'ully: "Well, yes." 

"And were you able te tell when he was drinking heavily or not?" 

II a/ 
"I object, Claude Dancer said. '"PhePe a., Nothing in this case 

involving drinking• at4.# ad deceased been dead drunk M wo~ be no 

defense to this charge. ~ e no connection, Your Honor." Uc.-~°""""' 
~ .,~~ ;,vr,,,........,...., ~~.:., 4 ~ -4... ~ 
~4--~JA..~ • ~.&.ak~.-.-

.4-L • ~~ ~ ~--~'"c-..·. 
,'\~4~--,-~~ -~, •• '~-,..., "I 



,.;.~ ~ 

"You will, Mr. Dancer, you will, 
11 

I said' ~~~~ 1v~ .. <,. ·. 
11 I think possibly the objection may be well taken," the Judge said, 

"rut I will let the witness answer the question." 

I nodded at the witness. nI do not believe he was drinking heavily 

that nigh~," the witnese answered. 
,, n ~ 

l!.1' did not ask y01 if.- was drinking heavily that ni~t, Mr. Paquette, 11 

" I said. "I asked yeu whether you were able to tell llhen he was drinking -
heavily." 

11Yes ." 

It had to be faced: "And was he drinking heavily that night?" ) 

11No. 11 ('4t,~.,,~~J\ ~.,~, ~#u£, ~ -

"Or that day?" 

11No. 11 

drink when he was drinking heavily?" 

"Oh, posdbl,y eight. or ten double shots a dq. 11 

"Two ounces." 
. d'fV ~ 

11So that s ,'a day when Bamey was in1'1"form he was drinking from 

sixteen to twenty ounces of whiskey a day?" 

"Oh yes. Eight double shots W1N?oe not heavy drinking tor Barney." 

11And how many ounces are there in a fi.ft~? 11 

11 About twenty-nine." 
rf' 

d en a g od day could he drink that /\ and not to<a noticeably show 

it--to the world I mean?" 

"I object. The witness has said flatly that the deceased was not drinking 

heavily that day, which i:a the day that ccncerns us, and anyway I don I t see 

any relevancy or connection." 



""4, 
"Well, you 're pushing this pretty far, Mr. Biegler, bit we're in 

it so I' 11 take the answer .d3c.,t ~ ~ ~ ~ • " 
"Yes 11 l.c.~ ~-

11So that Barney could stand q.iite a charge of drinks?" 

"Correct." 

"And the average person, not well acquainted with Barney, might not 

realize the ~rgo of wiiskey he was carrying?" 

"Yes." 

"B.r 'yes' do you mean that the average person would not so realize?" 

"Yes, the average person would not." 

"But you would?" 

j ·~;~~~~lk; ~,~~~-
'II(\ 11Now"'f-ask yen whether from your intimacy with th~ deceased yeu knew 

whether be was an expert pistol shot?" 

"Objection. Ttn,1 e b N o self-defense in this case. All evidence 

points to the fact that the defendant was unquesticnably the agressor. 

11Mr. Biegler?" the Judge said. 

I was in a dilemma. I certainly knew why I wanted to get in tJaiiM. 

expert pistol business, Heaven knCMs, and, since the Judge had: all~ ~fin, 
instructions, he certainly knew. And the Dancer was shrewd enough t• 

sense that I was up to no good, so he was objecting aid, in all candor, 
~., ~., -t c,4y 

I ha.d to admit to JI\YS-elf thatJ was -probably good. I could have asked 
I' 

the Judge to recess the jury and have argued out all D\Y' pet theories in 

II 



.uJZ.,,, 
froot of z:Ju:xihx .God and th~ Mining Gazette, but I was not ready to show my hand to 

04 IA»/v s; -J- fri ~ ~4:- · I' 
the Dancer an thus give hi• a map sf my .f31ilaiM.. Strategy Also my 

comy sense of drama rebelled at throwin~~st curves at this time • 
.D ~ ' ~ • r" II-, • • ~ ~ 

/. But I couldn't nave my cake and eat it., too. I would have to be patimt, 
~ . A 

and being patient with Mr. Dancer was an exercise in self-disci?line 
/\ 

I did not r.elish. 

11 "We be:!. :i_eve it may be material, Your Honor, I said, "and several 

of the People I s witnesses have already irdica.ted--the PeClersens, I 

believe--that the deceased was such an expert. We believe it has a 

connection with certain important issues in this case. However, we willif 

of courst/abide by the court's ruling." It \GS a lame and reluctant 

retreat !ran a tad situation. 

"I believe that I mst sustain the objection, 11 the Judge said slowly. 

WUntil proper issues are raised making such ques~ : elevant I don't . L . ». 
~J~ ~~~;-~-......:~~..,p-""'-"~ 

think I can pernlit this line of questions./\ If ai:+d when whatever issues '· 

you may have in mind should properly be raised here I will allew both side• 

• ,, ,W - 72'.._ ' 
to go sled lmgth. That is the court's ruling. ~ ~~~----:,~-

J..rd,~.,.~-~1. ~~ ~ ~(.A'""'afl. 41 ••·• - a,6. ,,r 
c£.'uct'en'ancer.4._-..-.-K frl.s satisfaction and approval of such an § 

r r.:-~~ lrwY.- " 
erudite judge. In the meantime Paul Biegler ha~ face to save. 11Yrur Honor," t 
I said, "may it be understood, then, that the defmse can reserve,\~ ~• 

examination of this witness until these proper issues should be raised?" 

11 It may be so understood, and I so rule. This witness and indeed all 

witnesses are under subpeena. I will not excuse thsn and they nay not 

leave the jurisdiction of this court. If and when the proper issues are 

raised here to warrant these and similar questions, both sides mq have at them 

.~~~.- " ,, to their heart's contmt OM,,,t, ~ ap,.A~ . 
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\ most of the nuances were missing; newspapers d:i:el: 1w~ ever have :kka time for 

the nuances. Yet nuances were the heart of this case. 1See Manio~p. 8 1 

the newspaper said, and I nipped the pages. 

Ah, there were the photographs of the Judge and the handsome Mitch and 

t:l+..v~ 
Claude Dancer--as alert and eager as a well-scrubbed choir boy; yes, there ,. 
they all were, bigger than bear-wheat, with rowj upon row of shelved law 

' 0,,-~~~ 
books making an impressive backdrop, and Dancer passing the inevitable 

' ii - - - - - - --
mysterious paper tie Uit4m that newspaper photographers ~ 

compelled to trof:t, out--this one doubtless being, I ihought, Mitch's 

instructions for the day. There was also a good shot of the Judge sitting 
Q; 't~, 

alone at his desk aM another of Mitch and his man1 this time Mitcq 
J A " ~um,,(;,, 

i:assing the instructions back. 1--~e~ga~ ef {j.n apt title for the 
1 

last one: 'Lieutenant Manion' s Wrecking Crew • 1 



mo$t of the nuances were missing; newspa ers did not ever have tir,e ~ , _____ , 
#11- th, t -~ >17u, 

to d.~a1 ;i,.Q nuances . Yet nuances _were t~ -heart of t-:»s cas~-· r- /JJ,~1,P- 'g 
~~- -~✓ /~ ..P .µ~ /ti,? :;£~,. t ~ ~~A✓ 

Back at my empty office I ~oae roy wail = a iottoP fpom 1iRof rootber 
~a,~ ~~~~--4~~~~fr 

Belle, who would be home in two weeks and hoped her Polly w~sn't ~ 

working too hard and was getting plenty of sleep (I yawned until I ~ 
thought my jaw was stuck) and who hoped I was regularly watering S 
her geraniums ('Good GodJ' I t~ought); a note from my daughter, Paula, 

who was having a 1divine 1 time as a freshman in highschool, where 

she was meeting the most 'divine' boys;.-~ J he rest was bills, bills, 
~1~•w-~,_.. 

bills, tintinabulations of fluttering bills.... ,·/~ 
A • Vl/',g~• 

I tried the television but it was lousy~ w:-::fti':7:.-r away 
·fl~ 

for good television; as Maida had ruefully 1a -~ all that ever showe%, 
~ ~~-·-·-•-",- 1'.e ~ v'...6 ~ 

up good on our television sets in the U.P. s whiskey stains. I /\ .. 
worked for awhile on my j ury argu ent; one had always to be prepared 

for that; trials had a nasty habit of ending abruptly; then one ~- ~ 
suddenly found oneself cut adrift before a aoR eollfil'M.ttoa jury~ 
H,~~~.J ~ ..( 

/& t'r ying in an hour ar so to ~ Asome sense out of a week of chaos. 

<JI It was true that the .t'eople had to make the opening~ and 

that gave the defense a little time to gather its wits; but I had lJ.Pi 
~~v 

control overhow long the opening argument would last,/\&RG I oo 1~•~~ 

very well be planning my ovm argument~ and listening decently at 
A. 

the same time• f!JiftQ A nyway, I knew from long experience that the shrewder 

the prosecution the shorter and more perfunctory its opening argument 

was apt to be, so as to give the defense ljttle or nothing to fulminate 

over, something like the painless and inocuous remarks of welcome 
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got to, boy. 

got to fie thii 

Mary Pilant and personally plead your case--you've 

~-(Id~ ~ 
Don't you see? I've ~ you the a.m.~unition--you've 

A A 
• . .. ',t1,L ,. " 

figbt:ing Rew,11 5"' 6-rr~.4'. 
11•··ary Pilant !11 I gasped. "Where, when?" 

, 11 Now .... tonight ... ~ 1 can I t waste another moment .. . • . Time I s a 

~ 
fleet in 1 , boy.... The trial will 1)3-~be be ,, over and done in another 

~ ~.) "' 
day or so. . . . Don I t set there like aft ;id.;i,Q;I;, grab the phone. 11 ,. 

The clock was striking one as I telephoned the Thunder Bay Hotel 

and asked the clerk to connect me with Miss 

~ 
wouldn't be in, that--that sne would be out ,.. 
lover boy .... 

Filant. I half prayed she 
~~ 

on the beach wit'h some ,. 
11Hello," I s aid. 11Js this Miss Pilant? This is Paul Biegler •••• 

Yes, Lieutenant Manion I s lawiJer. I I d like to see you tonight •••• Yes, 

I realize it's l ate, but tomorrow may be too late ...• No, I can't ~ 

explain ~ he phone.··· I can leave at once and be there in an hour •••• 

Room 202, yo;1 say? Thank you. Goodb~)()Ml/,t.M/Jd/,tH~ 

"Ah, lad,1/ she 111 see you," Parnell/\ ea].:;\,, and hi head nodded 

\" 
forward on my desk. I hurried bundled him into my bedrof and u~- __ 1 ,,Jh.// 

f\~ u,.t (Ju,/~~ ~ rr~~ 
dressed and pu~ im into my bed I told him I'd see him n court._ and l-

.J .,Arabbed up my brief case and cl~ttered hollowly down the wooden stairs. -i 
~~~~,lM~~~- -- J 
,. It was a beautiful starlit !!}ght, with the moon coming full, an~ • 
~ ~ ,~ ~- fJ'4V ~ 

A my wild drive I jumped a coyote and nine deer. Good old Parnell had - ~ 

i passed me the ammunition, now it was my turn to fight. 
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