


ure? ~~ 
la aes~e~ that lawyer 

..,... ... ,K,,,', J\ 

n coached 

aching 

n later comfo "9il!~~,¥@'6 ..c.;~~ law, . 
It is ~ o shrug here and 

was to do my duty to my client d:mi sat regarding 
~~ - -~ 

me quietly, watchfully as I lit a ciga#, aJ""~~ ~ ~. 
"As I told you, 11 I began, "I 1ve been thinking about your case during the 

noon hour." 

11 Yes," He replie?-, "~ou mentioned that. 11 _ n . , /. "t/1.VU--t,AA,,, 
•~~~✓ .o, ./r,f,uf; ~~~C 'ta•~- 11"~~~ be 

11J he of, r-a& many questions still to be tsked, facts t£/discuwsed, 11 

I went on. "But as things presently stand I must advise you that in my opinion 

you have not yet disclosed to me a legal defense to the charge of murder." 

p -C/ ~~ ~ t;. ~~ 
I paused to let this sink in. My man blinked a little an touch~d both 

/\ " ;,z 
prongs of his moustache lightly with the tip of his tongue. 111\re ~ advising 

me to plead guilty?" he said, smiling ever so s1:ightly. 

111 may eventually," I said, "but I didn 1~hat. 
/Ms') "' /\ 

at this tim{h~~e trained reaction of a man who--" I 

I merely want ~utt Lo 

paused "--who is not 

without experience in cases of this kind." I was ti a little overwhelmed 
~ 

by the sheer beauty of my ovm modesty~ ~ foug)lrt the impulse to flutter my 

ejrnlashe s. 

11 Yes, but how about that bastard Quill raping my wife?" my man said quietly. 

11 How about the •unwritten law1? 11 



11 There is no such thing as the 'unwritten law• 
A 

jurisprudence," I said, a little pontifically. 11 It 
,A..t' 11A.d<AA,I,.,, 

dearly-hu~ged folk-myths that people-~ die for, 
- 1" 

in Anglo-American 

~U'\.i 
is merely/\one of those 

like the notion that aL.l,, 

night air is bad. In fact many a man who has depended on the myth of bhe 

'unwritten law1 has instead depended from a rope. 11 I paused, rather relishing 

the phrase~and resolved to remember it. 

11 B {it ~ here is no ~t:.ftfal ~ nishment in Michigan, is there?" he said. 
~~ ~ -~ ~ ~ ~ if..a. 

My man had/\deenly !"9~711 U1:8 a.Rl1,o a, -- • 17' -, 

''{),ti,~ 
"T_inerely ~a figure of speech, 11 I said. "Except for treaso/\ and of that 

A --

--
there's been no recorded case/\ you are correct~ there is no capital punishment 

JNHHdL 
"But ~ offhand guess, 

i1 
in Michigan. 11 • I paused and went on. 

/{vvv Lieutenant, that if you were convicted of this charge you ti~,. prefer that 

there were. 119/.JJ~ ~ ~ ./~ ~~ /rvv~ 

.~Lieutenant Manion stare~ s~ a moment and then at me. 111 would 

offhand say you have made a pretty shrewd guess, 11 he answered slo·,ly. 
~ ,µ~, ~ •••• 

looked about the bleak, gray-painted room and took a deep breath. "I'd sooner 
J~ . ~ 

die than spend my days in a place like this II k~~" ~._~L~- A., 

. . ,,,,. 
11 It wouldn't be like this,"I said. 11lt would ~.Ae- -<A.r..-. 

/\ 
11

11 Yes," he said. "Prison would be worse. 11 

'II ~~d~~~ , ' 
''-So ch..U~ •unwritten la✓.• ! I said . 

• 'It '':1?t,~, "k, 44,J. ~ 
\ "But unwritten law or no, doesn't a man have a~ ight to kill a man who 

has raped his wife?" 
ht,.,v 

11 No, only to prevent it, or if he caught him at it, or o 
\V..t,U,4/,,V, (\ J 

prevent his 

escape." ~ a,e.A on dano;erous ground again and I spoke rapidl~vent ~ 

interruption. 11 In fact, Lieutenant, for all the ta in the law books there 
/\ 



\\ 
f drove downtown to 

l 
the Iron Bay Club and had a good lunch and checked the 

Hathaway man's eye-patch finally matched 
I\ 

After lunch I played Billy webb at cribbage and 

his shirt . 

won~ een 

dollars . I was going hot and skunked him twi ce . By two I was back at the jail 

and was pleased to find that Sheriff Battisfore was still out . Perhaps I 

wouldn ' t have to go up in the cell blocks to see my man, not yet have to wade ~,.~ ' ~~ 
o.J..i,.,,r in among theAsweet violets . 

/\ '!d1o ~ 4' /} 
~ /lre-TIJ.Se the Sheriff ' s office again, Sulo? 1t I inquired~-JI~~ 

~~)" ~ 
(N "~Sure, sure, !~re, II Sulo said . "Sheriff he still be out on road patrol." r 
11 _,..,.._d ~ 

Ai.. waited for Sulo to fetch Lieutenant Vianion down from his cell I re-
A ~ 

fleeted that sheriffs as a class were like the three wise monkeys: that while 

they rolled up more patrol mileage (and consequent ajiea~e fees) than a st 
~ "[lwv'(' -~ 

all ~ other ~A of cops put together, )-ike the three wise mon eys; hey heard 

no evil, spoke no evil, and saw no evil. I tried to recall any occasion when 

any sheriff I had~ had ever made an arrest on his very own . The effort 

was not fruitful./\ Sherz/s and their men relentlessly scour the highways and 

byways, day and night,~ no drunk drivers ever cross their path~ speeders are 
~K,,J~.,-~~a, ----➔ ~,4v 7w !JV 'v 

totally non-existe f\ rea light, 

of miraculous . JJl ~ a4,, ~! 4 "'" ~•--• It is little short 

"Hello, there, 11 my man said. 11Did you have a good lunch? 11 

If 

I was going 

~; "Excuse me, Mr . Biegler . Did you have a good lunch this noon? 11 

11Excellent, 11 I said . 11And you, Lieutenant~ Manion? 11 

(He closed his eyes and wrinkled his nose . 11 I was just beginning to forget it . 

~ guJr:iybe I shouldn't have mentioned it, 11 



~ & · ,,,.,r 
~• 11 non•t tell me, Lieutenant, that you still cherish the notion that we 

live in an age other than black magic? I had higher hopes for you. Aren't. /4~ 
4 ~ ~ ~,-er 

you confusing our success with t,.e and megatons and all manner o~-t.h-i ~ 

with a smattering of knowledge about the human mind and heart .7 I 1m merely~(; 

explain· here a small part of the weird alchemy of the law as it exists, 

not as it should or might be. 11 

11 I don't get it. It all sounds a little silly to me . ...,.I thought 

soldiering was crazy enough." /~~~.i,.ut{. 

It irked me, unaccountably r &Ali sw cl:, illoghe.i~ to hear this 

Mister Cool so blithely undertake to criticize my profession. It was all 

right if a member of the family did, but for a perfect stranger. . . . "Lieutenant, 11 

.3,~~~~- ~the easiest thing in the world is for a layman to poke fun of the 
~~~~~P~ ~ ~ I 
It-1.s a, sitting duckj'and always ha been. The layman may collide with one 

A th, ~ ,. /\ ~ 

law. 

small branch of i t, which he understands but imperfectly; then he may 
~ t,.«., ( 

remember that Dickens. thro gh Mr. Bumble ODQe,<"Ca~ed th~ law an as~ for o.Jt. ,. .u,,,J.,~!,W~~ ~ 

him/\the law is henceforth an as~ nd he • /t. critical authorit~t"'1Jv-'--4~~~~ 

"But I still don't get it, 11 the Lieutenant said. 110n this score at 

least, the law looks like an ass." 

"Granted, 11 I said. "But the point I wish to make is that from that 

/ ~ not,-proceed to damn all law. You of all men should b: gra= that the 

/\ law ~ - It represents your only hope." /\ 
/\ 

11How do you mean?" the Lieutenant said, bristling a little. 

11 I 1 11 try to tell you., 11 I said. 
11 

'1,/t/.~ ~➔ ~ ✓,, tr its lurching and shambling delays and walled in imbecilities, the / 

law--and only the law--is what keeps our society from bursting apart at the 



~y t#G 
,~ ..... " ~~~·- ~~~~ 

sound strategy during the ]ecture . ~ "Or choice m;i;ght ,alk out on him is " 

else, Lieutenant, you can find yourself another lawyer, 11 I s 1i'JJ>w aiting for 

him to squirm. 
rwJ, 

11 Like whom? 11 the lieutenant inquired cooly /' without 

Things weren ' t proceeding quite according to plan . 

squirming . ~db~~.)•• 
~~w--.... • 

But I couldn
1

~ ~ ~ 

weakness now . If this cool bastard wanted someone like old Crocker he could 

damn well have him. "Why, we have a splendid old ham-acting lawyer in this 

county, 11 I replied . 11 He I s all ham; real boneless countr., -z~ ham,. • 

""",-1,oi!!"alillliiijaj~IIMrililll•IOlri~fl'C!..,.~~9i~aw~~k, ~ rn,.-t;u~ ~ e~ 
\\_/c...-~J,,,,,,.,~~~ ~ ~ -c-J"~~ 

written law .f. ~ u interaoEl.o !or :,ro\i ,.u. ' " \. 

11 You mean/\Crocker? 11 he said calmly. ~ 

\ I lifted my eyebrows in surprise. "Maybe, 11 I parried . 11 How come you know 

about Crocker? 11 

~-
i 

"·Je tried to get him," Mister Cool replied . 

his leg . " 

"Couldn't because he'd broken 

r 
t he was about the last of the old- time colorfo/ ~ -snapping practictioners ~ 

"Leg?" I said . 11 01d Crocker broke his leg? I didn ' t know . 11 I felt a 
(j)~ 

Besides ~AMcCarthy sudden wave of pity for the windy fulminating old fraud . 

left in the county . The rest of u2:"~t~,~a~-::;-;:;;f.-:-~~ ~ 
~a-~~pc.~~~~.4,,,,--e:e.6--~~.... ~ 
"fuen did all this happen?" . 

(\ "The very night I shot Quill," th..(;'eutanant said , "Fell climbing out \. t 
of his tub, his housekeep:r told us over the phone . ls in the hospital with \ t 
his leg in traction . ,ion t be up and around for several months . " The . 

" ,!~~., ti' 
lieutenant look~ und the room and sniffed slight];y , That ' s a/\.-~ too long . ~ 
,..,~, ~' 
to wait in this A., • If I I ve got to go to prison I want to get on with it . 11 

• ~ f f!' 

~ 



"I'm afraid ks 111 ~~ 
''And, since you still seem to hug the 'unwritten law, 1 there's one more 

thine;. There's the important matter of saving face. 
c,_~.;t; 

We,fa!efaces of the vv'est 
1,1,- oo"-t>c;f:1~ 

like to think that this business of 

confined~ Orient . 11 I paused. 

~ shit, 11 Lieutenant Manion 
---- -- i - - .. 

saving face is a sin, a mystique y 

"That's a lot of--a lot of/#~--
Ot,4;' 

said solemn aa an owl. 
)/\ 

"Precisely, 11 I said. "Spoken like a true soldier and gentleman, Lieutenant. 

And thanks. But getting back to face .... All of us, everywhere, all of the 
~ ~ ,i~ .,U,/LL~~~~ . 

time, spend our days saving face it After all, one of the~=,~ken reasons 
etn11 ') • 

you are being prosecuted is to save &iW@ U i i.J;,.y face) A Who knows, perhaps when 

I dig into this case I 1 11 find that Barney Quill himself was somehow trying to 

save face. Perhaps even one ~~s you kille f llll was to save face. or~ 
thing I'm sure: one of t ~e ~ig -k~sonj I hesitate to take your case, as things 

stand, is my fear of losing it~ :.¥merely a form of advance face-saving . 

Face, face, face. E~erybody has to save fac:) and whether they have to or not, 

everyone tries to; it's one of the basic compulsions of men ." I paused . 11 .re 

you following me?" ./w~~- . 
11Yes. It's=fnteresting 11 .J,t ~"t/~~1Ju;,,~ ,,. /\ 
11 Thanks. That brings me to my sixty-four-dollar point. Or is it sixty-four 

thousand? No matter. Even jurors have to save face. Get this now. The jury 
-~ ~~~.J ~~ 

in your case might simply be dying to let yoK go/\ have fallen for your wife, 

or have learned to hate Bar~ey Quill's guts, or all of these things and more. 
IY\,UV 

But if the judge--who's got big legal f ace to 
A 

tell the jurors to convict you, as I think he 

can~ go is by losing, not saving face. 

save--must under the law virtually 

must now doJ~ only way they 
~ A 
~ you see? You and I would be 

A 
in there asking twelve citizens, twelve total strangers to publicly lose their 

} ~ 
precious face ~ '~H a'-" to save yours. It's asking a lot and I l <il.Q--li~-""""94i1Qol:llola~J.. 



/Yv'1'V""' 

~t 
~A risk it." 

~A~ 1i~ had I ec~ ·rj;,,.81tJ:.,r-:J:t,)!C;/o~ produced the Ming 

studied it carefffiyJ/\ 11 tlhat do you recommend then?" he said. 

holder and 

It was a good question. 11 I don 1 t know yet . So far I've been trying 

to impress you with the importance, the naked necessity, of our finding 

a valid legal defense, if one exists, in addition tothe 1unwitten lawr 

you so.dearly want to cling to. Put it this way: what Barney Quill might 
~ ~ . 

have done to your wife,..may pb nt at condition, an equitable climate, 

to;ossible acquittal. But alone ~y isn't enough." I paused . 

' 1Not enouc,;h for 1 aul Biegler, anyway. 11 

"You mean you want to find a way to give the jurovs some legal peg 
~ ~·✓>.J' /\ 

to hang their .. ~ on-so that they let me go--and still save face?" ,. 
My man was responding beautifully to the lecture. "Precisely, 11 I 
~ad. : wi,ll 

sAti)/\ 111vhether you ave such a defensj,. of course remain/ to be seen. But 

I hope, Eieutenant, I have shown you haw vital it is to find oneefif it 

exists. 11 

"I think you have, counsellor," he said slowly. 
~......, 

11 1 rather think ~ 
/\ I\ ~t., 

you have." He paused. 
/\ 

"Tell me, tell me more abo,llt this justification 

~~ 
or excuse business. Excuse me," he added, 111 mean legal justification or 

I\ 





7 
-1tu,e:I~ 

~;,./M,/TlkVU /J,,1-.n'- ~ ,\~ -
I 

11Then theres the tricky and dubious defense of drunkeness .A But since 

you were not drunk we shall mercifully not dwell on that , 11 
' ,I, 

insanity . 1~hat}a1:5out winds it up . II 
I' ,. 4/ . ,, 

"'!-o- ·" I 
11 Tlien finally there s the defense of 

"Tell me more , '' <fl '•~~/Yl.-o~,..,..._,r.,, _'' Y :P~~~, _ 
''v1,,,~ 1 •

1J~ .lk~t.k • ·u~~~~ 
11 1'lell insanity, where proven, is a complete defense to murder . It ?oes • ,.. ' .,,,.. 

./'z.aH,;u ,, 

not justify the killing, like~ self- defense, but excuses it . UQur 
'?' it 

quires that a punishable killi~~--in fact, any crime--must be corunitted by a 
411, .t~ • .) 

sapient human being, one 
Q.,/Yl"1'MI 

capable/~f dist~~ between right and wrong . 

insane, the act may still be murder but the law excuses If ~ is limsane, legally 
/\ 

the perpetrator . 11 

A 
• I I>"' ~ 

~oli4QAA..L~ f;{., 
_,g.~,_]L.,,ie:enant Manion was sitting ~ erect now ,.. ~t happens to ~ if he 't 

excused? 11 
,. i -btu<,/ />I /)71/l--..., ~ 

f\ - - MA'1,I,, -0 
"Under Michigafll' lawJ¼f he is acEJ_uitted on the grounds of insanity he must 

0/' be sent to a hospital for the criminally insane until he is pronounced sane . " 
U '1J ip /ffVIM,Ab --- ;., ~~~ ...-~,--,. ' q~.., • 1{ ~ow long does it take to get im out of there? 11 

JI 1)/.~u mean, if I\ ci!ims he was insane the time of the offense but is 

sane at the time of the trial and his 
(\ 

11 Yes . 11 h ,~_: ~.14!1f B,tv, 
I\),~ ·~ 

Months, maybe yearl, . It takes a bit of doing . ~e law 
A n A 

111 don't know . 
zl.J 

requir ' persons acquitted on the grounds of insanity to be sent away is I 
,,o~. 'So 

designed to discourage phoney pleas of insanity in criminal cases . ~ e man 
~Zb.1 ft. ~ ~ A • 

who successfully Ilt111:R=!911""~ ~ ~is taking a calculated risk, like~you 

took the chanc~t,m lieutenant was alone behind that chimney. " 

11May:Se I-:w:a9--;i..J;. • .ine~
1 
Ii eut.inan± Mani QR eaid. 0 el'¥b3:..,-. • 

. JG~~ "-',,.,., ~ a ~tw6'~~fu_,, 

tZ- ~Irk~ .. ; 
/I 

...U-C:~:.tl!:':; ~ 

J ~ ~~. ~- \ 



v~~,"Maybe you were insane when? 11 I said .. ~r dj _"k./vw., ~~~~\';Pl. 
,, -t 

.ti-c,11~ I shot Barney Wuill . 11 ti J 
:I .. ~~-• 11 ,,~, • II 
,_.--,~• 7 JI - ~ 

.- 11Why do you say ~ • ''Lr£ ~r,,,w ~" • - " 

(\ .J) ca,,:.:t-~~7 I ~ /l]';:- -~ • 
"Well,'l- i:;uess I blanked out . I don} remember a thing after I/\saw. him~ 

behind the baE,__!:hat ni~ht until I got back to my trailer . 11 
~

1 
._ 

11 Yo~ don 1 t remembe~Chim? 11 J~~ 4~~k&""-'_,_.._~ 
11No. 11 

11 You don't remember driving home? 11 

11No. 11 

~--' 
J~e,u,t 

J. AE~, 

followed you 

~lo~ to ~~ o/ ~ C~ ~~~ 
4Ad -~ &~~ fh, _? t'v.k ~~-✓ •' .t9zt a l e 

~ 

~~~~ 
.,,~~-i~4U,~y~ 

~ J . ~ ..o--z,~:.e.,,,r 4':a:~ 
·.,;;,.iw~i.,~ ~)4' ~ ~ 

_,Pl~~ J~ /~ .I l°-a~ i;, ~ t:£4.c.4~ 

~j~~~k .. :... 



J'/4 ~ ~ ¥' ~ ~ ~ ~; ~ ,,.._. • ., 
~ ~ ~ ......... ""'""~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ # 

J,t- ~a_ 

~ ~ ~ ✓AA-~ ~ 

LIA~~ • , ~~ 
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~,o,,,;p,~ " 

~~~•7:IJr· 
back with my man ,/\ The signs were good: for the 

smoking, thou~htfully smoking, and without the Ming holder. 

first time he was 

"We will now 

explore the absorbin,T subject of legal justification or excuse," I said. 

Gridley," the Lieutenant said. 
~--,cr;..!::l'~. ~~d' 

ssessed a sense of 

"That' s the classic example of 

justifiable homicide. On the basis of what I've so far heard and read 

about your case I do not think we need tarry too long over that . Do you? 11 

11 Perhaps not," Lieutenant Manion conceded . "~Je'll pass it for now." 

"Let's, 11 I S ' id. 11Then there's the defense of habitation, defense of 

property, and the defense of relatives or friends. There are more ramni­

fications to these d::I-B:9:6 than a dog has fleas, but we won't~ 
p1 /1 

that now. I I ve already t old~~h;.!,~ /t.~!J! you can invok~;~e 

possible defense of your wife. ~ r need for defense had passed. 't"l(Jltl<J, 
u - # ,, p 

~~· 
11Go on," Lieutenant .,anion said, frowning. 

11The;tn there's the defense of a homicide connnitted to prevent a felony-­

say you're being robbed--; to prevent the escape of the felon--suppose he's 

getting away with your wallet--; or to arrest a felon--you've caught up with 
I "i,(1,,,.,- J 111o«.4a;,,,,""" ... • • , 

him and he I s either trying to get away or ~ctually,\ ~ . " 

At this point I paused and blinked thou~htfully. n idea no bigger 

than a pea rattled faintly at the back door of my mind. Let's see . .... 

w~uldn 1t it be true that if Barney Quill actually raped Laura Manion he 

would be a felon at large at the ti~e he was shot? The pea kept faintly 

rattling. But so what, so what? "Hm •... " I said . }f 



The Lieutenant I s eyes gleamed and bored into mine . 11Who-- what do you 

Dt ~ ~ tk•-
see?" he said , ~ that this man, this soldier, was no durrnny . 

/l 
II 

11 Nothinis,~ I lied glibly . 11 Not a thinis , " The student was getting ahead of 

the lecturer and that would never do , And wherevefmy idea m ght ~ o the 

ultim~te defense IJ,~;;:;ilw!l, the time to try to fit it . 

11 I was just thinking, 11 

11 Yes," Lieutenant Manion said . 11You were just thinking . " He smiled faintly . 

on, thepj what are some of the other legal justificJ.tions or excuses?" 

11Then there~s the tricky and dubious defense of drunkeness . F'ersonally: I've 
~ ~ • 

never seen tl<!s d.ilfs~ succeed , But since you were not drunk we ri.1 mercifully 
(\ /\ 

J\, IAA..ut.l.'~ 

winds it up . 11 

11Tell me more . 11 Jh _ 
"There is no more , 11 J J":1- c- e4L '.) h H { tc., 

1 

' just about 

11 I mean about this insanity. 11 

11 0h, insanity, 11 I said)~tke luring a trained seal with a herring . 

< 11~foll, insanity, where proven, is a comr-lete diefense to murder, It does 

not~~fy the kil&g, like self;!.f~e~but rather excuses it . 11 The 

lecturer was hitti~his stride . 11 0ur law requires that a punishable killing-­

in fact, any crime--must be committed by a sapient human being, one capable, 

4the law insists, of distinguishing between right and wrong . If a man is insane, 

le~ally insane, the act of homicide may still be murder but the law excuses the 

perpetrator . " 

Lieutenant Manion was sitting erect now, very still and erect . 11 1 see--and 

~ 
this--this perpetrator what happens to him if he happen,t to be excused? 11 

/ /I 



"Under Michigan law--like that of many :f'::.s--if he is aequitted\i, ~ 
grounds of insanity he must be sent to a hospital for the criminally insane until 

he is pronounced sane. 11 .{) ~ p,u,,, -u~,,.,_~ ~a,,u(' ~~✓ ,aL:-~ 
t~ ttu,, ~ ¥-c"' 1'n<-v>v~ ~ k ~. 

Ky man was baying along the scent now. "How long does it take to get him 

~I out of the;:,7~ .. 11 / ·,,, " ~. "Our,y~u-.7 J1a..i~~/ ,,..,, .. ,,,.,vc " 7 • 
110h, you mean ,~r.-r,.Q4,man claims he was insane at the time of the offense but 

is sane at tne time of the trial and his possible acquittal? 11 , _ ~ 

,, ,, ~~it"-~~..e~~~ 
~ ~~~,~~~- ~,,,_,,_oa-.."Jok✓-. 
11 1 don't know1 ,('ironths, maybe a year. It rea y takes a~ bit of doin~. 

D,A. so long I've never really,4\study it. may add that the law that 

reauires persons ac~uitted on the ~ fs of insan~ y to be sent away is de-

• d t d" h ' 1 f • 't • • • 1 <fl '~VU,!
11

_, /lL 115 si~ne o iscoura~e p on y p eas o insani y in crimina cases. .:; , µTT o 

the man who successfully invokes the defense of insanity is taking a calculated 

risk, like the.time you took the chance that the German lieutenant was alone 

, 

behind that~£ ~ .;:;;f_,-:,!:!:,.i,,,,.,t """"'- ;M£, ,ud ,,,,_ "fl,it 4'e 
J l:i-,...~ . ~-
/\ he Lieutenan looked out the window. He studied his 1~ng holder. I sat -~ 

very sti 11. Then he looked at me . 1' '-, rbe, 11 he said, "maybe I was insane. 11 

Very casually: 11118.ybe you were insane when? 11 I said . 111ihen you shot the 

German lieutenant? 11 ~ i/cJ, f•ti:zJ ~ 
11Ifo, when I shot Barney Quill. 11 

Thoup;htfully: 11 Hm. . . . '·lhy do you say that? 11 

1117ell, I can't really say,11 he went on slowly. 111--I guess 1 blacked out. 
~ 

I --6¾1~ 1+ remember a thing after I first saw him standing behind the bar that night 
A 

to my trailer. 11 



~ 
11 You don'\ remember drivin home?" 

11 No." 

: 11You d,..,n 't even remember threatening Barney's bartender when he foll~ou 

-- u~,,-- _ / -,,,;, ''n~ L--~./ 
outside after the shooting'j/llf,,""';,,_-/_,.,,_~ 1'"4'~, .Y~,..,,.,, ~ • 

The smoulderin<; dark eyes flickered ever so little . "No, not a thing." 
J ~/1»7,~ik L-.--,; 4/~~4/uk 

The m27n p.rl 9f tRe Lecture was overl· J:!!;y" ffiffi'l n~~ QQ~R ee~ invoke ~"'">a 
A-~~ ~. j!. 

defense of insanity. It had all been one with mirrors . '\. There remained f.. 
ends to ~athe r in. 1 1 d try to make it sh~rt. ~ 
~ m,.., '.',/,-J. 

I said,~ contemphtin~ tl'ie Jonder of it,.a-1 . "Maybe you ' ve got 

some u- n-g- ~-. ,-, . J~ ,,t wtL~✓ 
t.,.. II/..,µ(" ~u~ .... 1.a. ~ ~~ 1 

11 .P~~ . .:..-./J/"4V 1,(1/Yi'P' -1--/1~~ C ~..hHv.~ 
'fl I turned and looked out the sooty window. ---11.11 right, maybe my man was 

insane when he shot Barney Quill. Maybe he was nuttier than a fruit cake and 

maybe he had blacked out and didn ' t remember a thing . So far so good . 

~ ~~~~~_;,_~ 
was oncA , one small~, that had to be faced, and fast. And 

But there 

wasn ' t 

it far better to face it now, before I ~ot into the case, than later on in the 

~~-
harsh glare of the courtroom? I turned back to ~ lsi~.H>eaaM . 

I\ 

"Look, Lieutenant. Hold your hat . I 1m about to pitch you a fast ball. ... 
(/JJ,~~u,vu,~.~~~~-r:~.&u 

\
,/,oth you and the newspapers tell me t'nat right after you returned to the trailer 

I . Ct 
park, after shooting Barney Quill, you woke up the deputized caretaker and 

1 1 just shot B'lrney Quill. 1 Now is that correct? 11~ d my breath. 
1 

IA~pon!,pps he saw what was coming, but h: replied steadily enough . 
~~; 

there was no other answer, he 11 That is right, 11 he answere~ because he had to, 

was committed on that on~~~~~~-
I' 

you 

Slowly, easily: 11 All right, then, Lieutenant . ~ell me , how come 
/lervl4r 

could tell the caretaker you had just shot Barne'l' if you had bJa cl?ed out 

didn I t remember a thing? Who told you?if 

and 



1a r: y: 

neut it out, Ma ion ;11 I found I was close to shouting , a:i'lS: lo,;erod my voie e-r 
,'.J~,~~,,~~ 

11Answer my auestionJ;'You 1 re the one who's got to answer the question. I can't. 

You were there. 11 
.. • ~~u/~~d&-

ll I had really stung him. ~ r lir,~ -ing <i!@io" - - ••llllllli~ 
.,~~&"24. ~ .. ~ . , / . 
~~for. nothin~?flf~~, -ce,~J~•-, . 

Or~'J 
/\ 

11 Thanks, chum. But just suppose you answer the question. 

prefer to wait and let the ~ D.A. spring it on you in court/ " • . 

He stared stonily at me. 11 I begin to see your point 11
• Ai,....,..~ ... r# I I' 

11Good.,4.nd what do you say? 11 

,, 
11Well, he began. Then he stopped and closed his 

/l,U.~" /I 
tin:e I'd seen him

11
grope. The silence continued. Was 

Jk,t,wu,~· 
eyes. " It was the first 
.,~., 

) ftdeveloping into one of 

those incurable ex-D.A. 's, the kind who can always find more 

victing their clients than 1.cquitting them? 11 

11 Come cor1e Lieutenant II I said. 11 Think !11 

-. ,.~~1,,;f.~'~: ~ " 
;/'I 11 I ~ thinking. I'm trying to remember~;,,,,,::, 

~~ d Hn~-~-~L 
I was thankful the jury wasn't watching~the process. Come, now, manJJIT-; 

,, 
what could possibly have led you to tell the caretaker you'd just shot Barney 

if it is true that you didn't remember it? 11 

/tit,~"'~~,~ -
11AlI ri

0
aht . . ~ it1 -; cf aj_ng back . . Barney Quill ,-ras the last man I saw before • ll . ~wav •• . ·-· 

I blacked out, .. •' rn fact ~ the only -1:::f saw in the whole damned place.··•:::tr 
J\ 

,0 ~ en I entered the barroom the clip of B Luger was fu)-1. _~fuen I 
. - 7'/fk,~04d~~- . 

got back to my 

have s ot him t/~ 1 
trailer I saw l(}J,., it was empty.• Don't you see? I figured Imust 

So I went and told the caretaker I had . 11 He paused and looked up at me like a 

child who'd just rehearsed his Christmas piece. Had he done all right? '~ 

uestion? 11 

~ 



• • II n II n ~ ~&,, , JI ~I JL',,IU{ttf~ , 

It th h uld h d 'fol: I .'2 • .i. • ' I ,,1. IL..t, was e o y answer e co ave ma e. 1 1ft &££ &Id 10 s go ve;- _:.,,,-

.;./p 6,:fk.~,~ •:,.,..,,. But, old fire hor~<=.:...i-

.A ,.,...., m1rsol lj._Y"arnifJ to be D,:::;1a_:: with such an answer, .Q.f~:#. ~ ~ 
, ~~':...£!~~-~ ~J=/!!,.. •• .!.,;_-~-- -•. fl /J A I-~--~// ;i,..,.J{ ,~'Z~/J""': l'~f' ~ft8 i?H,l:8f)0Rtl~~ h:i:·---~~ 4A' ~ ,,,_,. - J;' ,__.,, ,,~ • .!! 

~ r I felt this was the biggest flaw, the 
ti;' ~~ 

plea of insanity. It wou~{ take some pondering. 

highest hurdle to a successful 

I glanced at my watch and arose. After all I hadn't fished for two whole 

days. "That I s enough for today, 11 I said. 111 1 11 see you again tomorrow. 11 

11Are you taking my case? 11 

11 1 don't know yet. Among other things, Herr Lieutenant, there's till the 

little matter of my feei. 11 

11 1 was afraid of that. 11 

I was at the Sheriff's door. "dell, I 1 11 see you tomorrow, 11 I said. 

11 Just one more question, 11 the lieutenant said. 

11 1 am your slave--for one minute, 11 I said. 11Shoot . 11 

1180w are we doin 1 ? 11 

11 No more 

~ 
en:J::, sa-j" this: 

" ,A;aving face is 

criminal law. 

now, Lieutenant," I said, smiling. "You've had a busy day. 1 111 

I think maybe we I re finding a way to save somebody some face. Y6'%,.,4-4! 
.J 

one of the most important and least spoken of 'defenses' lmown to 

u. .... ..,...._..) 

11What I said to the caretaker won't spoil • 
I\ 

, will it? 11 







p,(~ 
dining collided with fishing it was simply no contest--fishing invariably won . 

So what? I had all winter to ride the boring, fattenjing martini-beefsteak 

circuit--and to yearn for fishing season . And here it was the last month 

of trout fishing and I was by way of getting myself all snarled up in a four­

alarm murder case . And what a case it promised to be . 

11 Cut it out, Biegler, 11 I said 

to talk to myself when I am alone , 

aloud . It is my moderately eccentric practice 

a~hich I suspect I share with 
/\ 

many others but one which) like the absorbing subject of Doctor Kinsey 1 s research, 

is difficult of accurate measure or confirmation . "Cut it out, Bie 7ler, 11 I 

repeated . I had promised myself that I wo1ld not think about the Manion 
~j}t,vzu,~Vl'~~-

murder case any moG}~ day . i'here was time enough for that later /\ ~/i,etter 

that a drunk--say ~ ALcC .. rthy--promi3e to go on the wagon than a lawyer involved 

in a murder case resolve not to think of it . It becomes part of him. 

My turn off the black top was coming up and I automatically slowed down 

so that a couple of approaching cars would get well by me and over the rise 

before they could see me leave the main road . For fishing, like prosecuting 

ar defending criminals, was something of a game; and a good part of successful 

trout fishin~, these days, lay in keeping all other fishermen from finding 

out one 1 s favorite spots . I was driving along a two rut sand road now, 

dustily bumping and jolting along over the exposed jackpine roots . The jackpine 

itself grew so thick and close to the road now that I had to raise the driver 1 s 

window to avoid getting slapped in the face . The slap of a jackpine is far 

wickeder than that of an angry woman . I knew, for in my day I had received 

plenty of both . 

I rumbled across the loose planking of the railread tracks, took the left 

fork, then the right, then cross the little bridge over the creek (under which 

I occasionally stashed beer to cool), bounced my way up the rocky grade, and then 
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stitches. ,ve two should have been on TV; he was the 

11 Dat 1 s a good one, Polly," Sula gasped, when he 

perfect straight rnn.4•7 lw'~ 

had partly recovered. r' 

Still convulsed, he reached 
l~r4<.,, .. 

go get Hr. Manion. You can 
/\ 

for his big brass key. 11 Ho, ho, ho .... 
Jtw··· 

I--I 

patrol. 11 

;r:t was 

kroad stamping out crime. 

w enforcement officer.s together. !hy 

shouldn't I chat a little with him? ~ ,J~ /,, ____ L __ _ _ 
,'J~/~_h, ~~~Uu,~7 ~~ 

11Say, Sulo, "I don't suppose you were on duty the night they brought 
A 

Lieutenant Manion in? You're still always on days, aren't you?" nF ~ ~ _, / •/1~~ ,-A' ou bet, Polly, always on days,'' ~4' pfttZS C /6 Aa!t;tve: •~ -

11 Hm. • • • Lieutent.nt Manion wants to hire me for his lawyer, Sula. But I 
··~/ 

don't know, I don't know." I pondered the problem with my old friend. - ,~ t 

" 
kind of a woman is his wife?" I ••loe~ e,, •" "4!, ,, Jll,,a/,,,,11,j,;:v ~'Z,z:,,t, . 

Sula brightened visibly. 11 0h, nice lady, nice nice lady .A''Good looker, 

too--even with dose f,I,,,, black eyes. 11 Sula winked and brought both arms out 

and dovm across his chest in an abrupt half moon. "Good bumps, too. Boy, oh 
tu.lwa-~- c.aP-) 

boy, like dat Maryland Monroe .... " 
A 



want to hurt or involve you for the world . But I ' ve got to decide whether 

I ' m taking this case--a:M- I 1 ve got to~ :t;h~ today, this morning, in a 

few minutes . ~oJ I take it I wan~ to win it . ~ can really know 
~ 11 f4~ 
~ ~·fl'IA~ .. • 

Barney ra/e this "!_OIT:an , I think maybe I can , "/\ -:--.,,.,,-~,, 
II 

~/4. ✓ ~ -~£, .. -., ~. ~ -1..t,, • • 
A "I tinkm,.ybe he did~z~~id~.~~~ 'f,l",c:'.~.d, 

"How do you know? 11 -' 

) 
11Dat l i e I tector test say she tell da trut," Sulo J~d . .. .J 

~~ ~-
"Are you sure about the lie detector results, Sulo? 1 'I ' ve got to be sure." 

-;~ I\ 

"State police he tell Sheriff; Sheriff he tell me , 11 Sulo said~. 

11 Thanks, Sulo, 11 I said, briefly taking 

know . I feel better already, much better . 
~I\ 

Lieutenantf\1'• • a ~ 

11 .SO.re, sure, sure, 11 Sulo said, opening and clanking shut his door , He 

paused on the other side and~ regara/J me thoughtfully through the 
/k, d 4,e!,,. ~ • .._ /,.,1,, ~ • z; 

bars, /'T 1 ank you, Polly., 11?,y lumbago she 1 
]\ be m~ch bette,:) /Ruch much 

" Us e~~ •••~· tJ 
better . " He turned and shuffl~ay up:f,aiis~r~ ,-U ~~. 

Just as a lawyer needn't ~ his client to adequately represent him., 
.rl/,,J .J~ I) 

so he~- ne cessarily have to believe in his moral or legal innocence , But 
A IA.-.J.;,t""""-~~~ 

..,, sometimesA~~',(. and I felt r-;,liived to have had my little chat with Julo, 

3o the lie detector test showed she was telling the truth, 
;, 

the results., ri,J;,. If had it? "as the proseaution going to sit on 

~ 
they were, how was I go· n~ to get j\ before the jury? ~specially since the 

results of these tests were in any case 

➔~eadache later on ••.. 

inadmissible in court? 

~~. 

,fell, I 1 d ~t, 

Sulo had t old me~ more than he realized) Al'his was, in fact, the first 

big break in the fase . For now I not only had cmnfirmation that the lady had 

3 



been raped, important as that was, but also that her entire story was 

substantially true. Durin~~ thorough state police would have 
I\ -f/4N"fu,~a~ 

covered every detail of the case with her: the events before the rape, the 

scene ~he trailer park gat -{ ~ Barney ~t her up~ ~ /4~ 
(\ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~nv, 

ail::;R, absolve my man from the suspicion of havinJ' do so. It ,...tended to 

buttress the truth of Lieutenant/~ Manion 1 s story of his 

wife had reached the trailer. I now not only knew these 

movements after his 
µ.wwlk«., 

thingsAbut I knew 

that thP-'i?jlRaqrl::e People also knew them. ~hile all th~,~in and of itself, 
/~.,,~.,, ,vl',,,,_,,J"~, 

still did not afford ~ieutenant Manion a legal defense, I now knew what the (J.IL 

People knew and, perhahs equally important,~ didn't kno, that I knew • .lif~a,,, 
~~1· ~~--- ~ 

/I 
ierhaps I could lure11them into trying to hide it --.. I heard the clanking 

. fl 
~~ 

of r door. 
Ii 1k, l!,,,.:.t,,,k,.~ 

11 Good morning, Mister Biegler, 11 -,.
4 

voice said. 

11 0h, it's you, Lieutenant. Good morning. 11 

• 11 You seem buried in thought this morning . 11 

I sniffed the air like a beagle . 11Merely .incipient coma induced by 

partial asphyxia . 11 I arose and held my hand to-,mrd the .:>he riff I s door. 11 Shall 
AL~ '' 

we retire to the lilac room and carry on'? I 111 rally ~ ~w:, • 
11 

11 You first, Counsellor, you first, 11 the Lieutenant replied~, 

11 Ah, thank you, Lieutenant . 11 

I had done it again to Sul~ and we 
~ ~ ~- ''N!?,h,.k ... •· 

left him helpless and wounded in his 

chair I was touched. ood old Su}C; lumbago and all, 
~ 

he really appreciated 

" 
his old D.A. 

11Lieutenant Manion , 11 I said, facing him. 11 1 1 ve decided to take your c. se. 11 

• 



,, 

I 

f 

'Lieutenant Manion," I said, extending my hand . "You've got yourself a 
/h.ut. .~~a/• 

lawyer .
11

Now let sget down to work . " 

11 It 1 s a pleasure, Couns1llor . ,Jhere do we start? You'll have to tell 
~~~.J.Je, 

me, you know. Remember, I've just .1:1:::ms:bi,; recovered my wits . " 

" 
Y7L~tl££,II<~.-,;_ ~~,~~~ 

''./,~:~ . ..I 

~-'' 

1 
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S.f-l"..C:RIFF 

"Jell, hello Paul, 11 the Sheriff said. He gr;:i.sped my hand in both of 

his and looked me straight in the eye. 11 lf it isn't my favorite ex-D .A. 

In person not a movie. 1 H9\i's t ge old boy? Lon~ time no see, Is old Sulo 
~/Jw~ 

there treating youAO.K. ? 11 He slapped my kept pumping my hand. 

The Sherifr,j =.-:;-~i7.:ti::Z;a k • 7' and irre~~~;{: ';i ~ 

cAmeraderie; 'he made one feel Jl,--I groped for words--so terribly wante~~ _/ ~ 
• ~~~~~,~14~_,.__--:•·--~&.. 

/\ 
11 How are you , anyway, you_ old buckaroo? 11 he ran on, playfully digging #1-' "Uc, I 
ribs. J. 

"I'm fine, thanks, ,:ax, 11 1 s 'lid, smiling and retreating out of range. ~l 
"Just fine. 

I 
11
0h1 fine, fine. A Any phone calls, Sulo? ~~tQ~'-'1..4~~ Y~ , 

I fee~ a horse's father. ~f I felt any bett~ r. ~fl8' I& ~ave to l~ me 
.w~P1f~ ~~ 'rh~aa,&-k~~tf?, 
up/\' Tel:[ me , man, how the hell are you, anyway?" • ?&'~~. 

"I'm fine, Max, 11 .I repeated 

~~ 
soberly, and, since Max ' s concern over my 

health had been d~Ieve~ I added: 

to have a chat with you?" 

"Sure, sure, Polly. Right this way." 
~ 

He-evnsulte& a memorandlL~ pad on his desk. 
/\ 

11 If you've got a minute I 'd like 

He led the way into his 

He called out to Sulo. 

office ,~k..-~ 

11 fhone 

the Missus, 3ulo, and tell her I got that Community Chest kickoff dinner 
.- +&llv '1 ··". ,... ,.,,,.,.,., 

No, then bowling. . • • ~ t the 
~ ,.,U,J 

Make yourself at home. Long time no see, ow the . ,.,, ,. 
~a..~-

door, Polly, and sit down. 

-- a.A,,-­
hell 

t-onight , after that the Amve~ .. ~g,:(-,,;t~,n-crf ~ 
'J 



"Oh, that," the Sheriff replied, with out a pm se . 

you well knows--rerrember those good old days, Polly'?.--the state police took 

that . They made the test ~ they'd have the results . " He fleetingly laid 
~ .. ·., ) 

a ~ eD±io1l. hand on my knee . "You remember how jealous they were of their 

fl.. A (J£U.,., ~"-••· ~ 4-a ~ -
rlloe;atives . 11 He nodded sagely . 11 'lell, they still arC So wouldn't it be 

" od.,~ ~ /\ " 
better,... BAJ Jk. for you to ask them?" He a~ain looked at his desk pad . "Call 

" operator 11,' Detroit," he murmured absently . He looked up . "Boy, Polly, it 1 s kw 

P,Ood to see you . Tell me, man, how the 

111 guess maybe you ' re right, Max," 

hell are you?" ~ ~. 

I grudgingly admitted, J:11M.1!.~ 11 It 1 s 
/\ 

t eir baby, 1 1 d better go ask the.1 . ' I paused, pondering the problem. "But 

what's the use of asking them? They probably wouldn't tell ~£--and anyway the 

results wouldn I t be admissible in court . " I too could confide.,aiml I was musing 17. . 
J .. c4, , ~~ -

aloud. 11 1 think 1 1 11 skip it/ ' ~4'iesolutely, 11Yes, I think 1 1 11 just "ip 'ft-, 

To hell with the lie detector test . " I ~ .:iherfff~~anks, ~t:.,.~ ,. )a, 
Max . .3orry to have troubled you . " .~, 

: ~ ~me at all, I;p}ly . Boy, it's . ;ood to see you, you old buckaroo . ~' . 
~ 1~ • ~ e.~~"-w,,C. . ~ ~ ~~ ~,.,. • 

Max stood silhouetted against his wall of f r~~d photographs . For the 

first time it occurred to me 

~t:f;:;_nch, in 

that there were no pictures showing him out 
~~~ll4P? 

I\. 
fact none showing the 3herif~ acting simply as 

sheriff ... I nevertheless found it an impressive scene, like a person who 

has lon~ read about and seen some fabulous personage in the~ on TV, 

and then suddenly been privileged to confront him, 

. t· t 1 (!hU-f .4uLh~ ~ -~~ 
~ ~ego·, ~f n is own ome . i\ s ~ g 

,. /) "Thank~ ~ ' 11 I said, opening the door , 

relaxed and friend; y, in ~ 

~~~ 

,,,;I ~~~~~ 
there--come on in, Sulo," the Sheriff shouted beyond me

1 
11 Yes sir, 

~ "-

I 

Po 11 y . Any time at all . Lord, it's good to see you looking so fit . ¥8ului . ~~ ,., ., ,. 
1:~-..IMl-ol~-,WQ,~~~TT"'t:r1~ y/JWU ...... ~ ~ 4, ✓.-~..-,c..,,~ ~ . 

,, ~~- O ~ .... //_, u /J "/ &_d,.;.,.{i;~~,t__.4:-
..::T.,; ,~-, J Af,.du.4'C,.) v7r•7 ~ -0. 

. / ' ~ " 
,,~ ~✓, ssre ~~~,, ~,e,,.e-,r~ _::, !"" 

r~~~a.,a..- -- ~4- -- , 



,, ,, J . ~~, ,,_,~. ~ 

< 11Any ~ weight ~ I've lost, Max," I ~ efully exploring 

the receding ~ over my temple, "is ~ from losing MlillNl hair. Time, 

l
'k · ,\ h 11 • -h~G,~~- _ 
l e crimEe mare e ~ on. /47.,.//~ ,1 # f'L ___ :,., __ ~✓ _L_/_,,r_: uu: 'Ii." 7 -~ 

II /4¢ ,,,-,,.u, J (/'~, ~ ~ -/ '-tr---, JI ~ ~ 
It w s my hope th.1.t the bheriff, like the good officer he was, would repeat ~ 

~k~~~ ~ ~ 
/t our conversation to the new prosecutor, Mitch Lodwick. Maybe ,-.:iE es., if r 

I avoided the state police I could lure Mitch into trying his case as though ~ 

' 
no lie detector test had ever been taken at all . It opened up certain vistas 

o;t'~ ~~--,~,~~? 
and was MM • 3 9f wortl-i a garnbl:; . _I ti__wou also give m~--~o~ething to get 

l<,~~11,v..z,q'~ ✓~----4~ ~--••-~·· • .c:: ... 
indignant about"/\~~ McCarthy ha once so aptly told me, in his nasally 

cynical Elmer Davis voice: 111 have observed, Folly, that the less a lawyer 

has to say for his sidej ft~e
1 

he tries to put the other side on trial. 11 

"Hello, hello?" the "~':j{;,g _,;;}J ,.);he phone. "Steve? •••• 

Steve who?. • • • Oh, Steve ! •'": ~; w e -< , Tel:;:, 1'<•-, ,,.....,~, 

how the hell are you, anyway? ... . ~~-~ 4',,g, lntj 
t1+ ~ -~ L f .s-. ••Lt,t,ca~ 

I softly closed the door. ~ u,,«,,e/, a ..., 

CJ .. ~u ~--/ /. 
~ a,t"~. 

" J ·- ~ ,, ~ .. 
~)J~~·~,.~~4" 

~fk~."J~ ~ta.'·~;~ .u:, k.'' 

"~ cP~ -- -\\ Sut,, ~ ~ ti-L ~ 
~~- 31.t, ~~ ~-"M~ 

!itut-~~1~,·~~-;,/....;,,,_ ~,,_.,.;.,-

u 'A//~~- ~-t '""-' ~, ~ ~ ~..:&-.,· ~ ~-¥, 

a~tf. ~ ~ ~ ,••-r; . • 
... lA, 6 • 

~,~,~, ~..-:~. 









SHERIFF 

111-Jell, hello Paul," the dheriff said . He grasped my hand in both of 

his and looked me straight in the eye. "If it isn't my favorite ex-D.A . , 

J n person not a movie. How's the old boy? Long time no see . Is ol~ S lo 
O,w,i.~~-l,,H'tf/Mf • 

there treating you O.K . ? 11 He slapped my shoulder The 0heriff had 4/ 
~~ ~---z~~ - ~ ..D~ __., __ .J~ ~ 

p191;lii..~_. gift for camaraderie; he made one feel"'s o-. so terribly wanted. 
" t,&,,t~?·~~~J 

11How are you, anyway;,-/\ ;. playfully 
4

~ m~ rfbs. 
~ .. .., 

"I'm fine, thanks, l-'.ax, 11 I said, smi ing and retreating out of range. 

11
Jus\/tf;; How are you?" 4'-,,IJt'lf, 'HUf ~• 0 

~~nJ , fine. Any phone calls, Sulo?A Yes, Yolly, I feel like a horse's 
~,~~~~~~ U, ~~~. 

father. ,1 Tell me,j-0·;1 the hell are you , anyway?" 
~, ~,.-,.,. • .,,-. Ca-, 

since Max's lillilaiicitndlil fm-"I'm fine, Max, 11 I repe3.ted soberly, and, 
,~ I A ~,,.,-<, 

my health had been doubl~ 1 11as01u1 eri. , I added: 11 If you've got a minute I 1 d 

like to have a chat with you? 11 

this way. 11 He led the way into his office. 

He He called out to Sulo. "Phone the Missus, 

Sulo, and tell her I got that Community Chest ~ickoff dinner tonight, after 

lJ..v ~ """";_ ~~, 
that Arrrvet1 then bowlin~··· · Shut the door, and sit down1 '"611~, Maike 

I\ ,,_-----------;...-.. 
yourself at home. How the hell are you, anyway? Long time no see, 11 

"Look, Max," I said, 11what were the results of Laura Manion 1 s lie detector 

te:st? 11 

11 Oh, that," the Sheriff replied, without a pause. 11As a foxy old D,A. like 

you well knows--remember tho~e good old days, Polly?--the state police took 
~ ,,._; 

that . I\ hey' d have th results. 11 

~ ~ """' ~ how jealous thev ~ of their 
A \\ / Boy , 

~ 
He fleetingly laid a hand on my knee , 11You 

''Ak""'-""'""-J,aa..4,, "Ji/~~~~- e 
perogatives , uldn 't it "be' bette :z.,. t,c ai:M -t:, 

} , 
~, •-i,g,iW&w }Q:, Polly, it's good to see you. 

I\ 

Zlli' ffll' 
~A,Q,,~,---. 

°""'~-----""1,tA-"' 
.......... .li!W ""'~ ""'4., ~.-. 

~-'~-f.k.~~ 



~ -
111 guess you're right, 

~ 
baby, I 1d better~ k them." "But what I s the use of asking them? 

~ 

Max," I their 

They probably wouldn't tell .me--and anyway the results would"be ~ admissible 
un, uudL ~~./ 

in cou~ 11 I was musing aloud. 11 1 think 1 1 11 skip it, 11 Resolutely: "Yes, 
A J.La - ... . •• 

I think 1 111 just skip it, 1 I took the Sheriff's hand, "Thanks, Max. Sorry 
~ j 

toA trouble-"'you, 11 
.. 1. 

11Any time at all, Polly. Boy, it's good to see you1U#u., ~ ~. 
~ ,,IJ?,ite.~~~ 

Max stood silhouetted against his wa11 o~ photographs '.A I~ \ 

impressive scene, like a person who has long read about and seen some fabulous 

personage in the movies and on TV, and then~ privileged to ~ 

confront him, relaxed and friendly, in the ~ intimate glow of his own home . 
.It~ '-9,,~ ~-

"Thanks, hax, 11 I said, opening the door. 

the Sheriff es sir, 
,, 

~ good officer he was, conversation to 

the Sheriff, like 
~ 

th~ prosecutor, 

~~.ybe,I mused, if I avoided the state police, I could lure Mitch 

r Mitch Lodwick. 

lie detector test had ever been taken at all. 



11Any more wei,r,~tf,ve lost, Max, 11 I replied, ruefullyA~ ~ 
~ T • P ,, 

temple, 11 is only from losiru2; more hair . 11( ... • 1M.,,~ 1 ~~. 

It 1as my hope that the Sheriff, like the good officer he was, would 

repeat our conversation to the new prosecutor, Mitch Lodwick. Aaybe, I mused, 

if I avoided the state police/I could lure Mitch into trying his case as 
{Jt~,4,~~4ML 

tholjgh no lie detector test had ever been -t aken at all. was certainly J,,r, 
worth a amble . It would*'e me something to get indig,,,::,t about . a,,~~-~~ 

It ,, ~ • IJ /y 7 
~ ~4'., .'~ • ~~- ~ -· · ·· 

I -~- ~ 

/J'UA:.1£.~~ ••• ~/ ~ -/ ~"?~J~~~-
~_L~' 711 

~ ',I.,,,~ -4a 4a, r,, ~ , 
j~~~~-

I. 



11Hip.,'' the Sheriff mused,~ ,4.;, ~. 

11Maybe I 1 d better skip it, Max, 11 I said. 11:Maybe people 1 d say that because 
~,t.NtJ 

you I re .Mt active veteran yourself you were playing favorites with war veterans. 
~ . 

Haybe even the veterans w::>uld get down on you for taking a chance on a fellow 
a..,~ ~ 

veteran, :who'd dare lay a fin°er on a man that hacf°~ped and beat up his wife." 
JI~~ ~w-t'uvt .1 .......... ~a.~,..,.,~ d,..te-4_.,_, 

A I paused and avaited the jury's verdict. ~ 

11 It I s OX Polly," the Sheriff said quietly, almost casually. "Take him 
11 )YJJ .(,,v 

out side any time you want. ~ ~ ~ ,.L.<r.....i.,,n- ., 

"No cuffs or leg irons?" I said. 

11 No cuffs or leg irons, 11 the Sheriff replied. 
11/+(, .. ~k••·' 

M~1v~~. 
""Thanks, Max, " I said. :E 11e1,s alCt~eci . i'here was something big about the 
I~ • • ~~ • r-~'14.t/µU, 

man;f An&felt elate~~nly to escape the sweetSviol~ts; delightful a 

prospect as that was, and further elated because the !~a citly confirmed 
/\ 

the result5of the lie detector test, but most of all elated because this most 

representative citizen, this shrewd a~bulant 
t; ~ • ~ ~"· J 

had virtually told me that) -ei-ea:! 1:, the prevailing feeling was running toward 

my man. I was ~ rer of it ~ than if ~ ~~ Al~j conducted 
/\ ~ ~-.,,.,.,.,"7'~~ 

a county-wide poll. After al, ../ the jury was notr:ing more t ha{n a grou of ., ,, A 

J - 1' ~ • i: . .V, 

representa't, ve, citizens, waBn 1t ::(,? A Yes, this was thd second big break ~ 

~ in the case. Stock's were picking up.A --



the man . At least he ran his 

"Sure, sure, sure, 11 Sulo 

11 You first, Lieutenant, 11 

own jail . 

N 
said in bewil 

) ,.. 
said, hold . 

erment . 















fl- , ' I I 
I 

p 

t 
It was pleasant sitting out in the warm sun, smelling the rank August 

~~ 
smell of Mrs. Bat ti sf ore I s flower garden, listening to the/\ hum of t raf'fic 

and the drone and clatter of the trusty prisoners--the Sheriff's regular di:lmn 
~~ ./,,Mi_~ • 

steady clients, theAdrunk-and-disorderly set--mowing the~ ~rlh;u~e lawn; to :~L ~.-4 
I ' ~ 1),1,td /\ .---7" 

ha jjJ3 1r ••hiRg the seagulls wheeling and soarin~ar ~ut over the glittering 1~. ,. " --~ 
lake. We smoked and watched silently and I reflected with lazy unoriginality . a 
t~at the~ trouble with the world was'"tfie J?~;>;>le :i:fl-.N.. W'4 1 ; 4u,!s.'9 < ;,1r, 
~~ • • :rlV~--- -~.A../4,.,,,,,_,~ 

"We'll need a psychiatrl st, " r b■ 1 Jq said. ~ -,----. ~ 

~II \ 
11To prove your insanity. Insanity, ~ ~ medical question Md 

~ -d;;r the defense to create a legal issue on that score it must present expert '-.·, • 

testimony that you were insane. Once that is done, however, J .... ~J.,;:den of • ~ -

disproving your insanity f lls u;'fn the People. af./Utt-~ CH,t-~ <fvi-~~ 

111 see," my man said. ''Then I guess we get a psychiatrist. But if it's 
I dlJ r,..tJ ? ~ 

a medical question wouldn t a local doctor equally ~ ,.wdt -
" Jp . @-4,- r ,,. 

"No,~ !riend, a local doctor wouldn 1t--ec;prnll~~ Those boysAhave all. 
~ ~~ - ,\ . ~ {' " 

they Qfffl 4e delivering t 'be· -population an~ up with the latest miracle " ~ /\ 
drugs with out t\geH~ into the tangled realm of the mind. What I s more, most 

of them don't know any more about it than you or I." 

11You 1 re too modest, counsellor. Have you forgotten it was you who 

injected insanity into this case?" 

11 No, 11 I answered carefully. 111 myrely tol y~ wh§!.t !,he p ssible legal 

defenses wer e--it was you who tol~ ~ a,i,sat,. have been insane." I saw I'd 

have to chink that crack in my l ectur: and keep it chinked. "In any case, 11 

~ ~ 
I went on, "if we were able to find :md: any ~ doctoJ:Afoolharey enough to 

\ lj 'Ua:vt .,ir ~~ z: 
testify to your insanity, all the People would have to do ~ throw a real 

:\ 

I 



psychiatrist at him and cut him--along with your insanity defense--to ribbons. 

You see, psychiatrists are simply a different breed of cats. For example, 

when doctors and ad:x lawyers and soldiers ~ ary riffraff like that go 

to burlesque shows they go to watch the girls' titties, but when a psychiatrist 
/' 

stoops to attend a burlesque he goes to watch the audience. Hell, man, you 

can't pit a mere doctor against a monster like that. Perish the notion." 

11 But how would the People know? 11 

"How would they know what?" 

11How would they know whether we were going to call a doctor or a psychia­

trist--or even that we are going to claim insanity at all? So how could they~ 

be prepared to refute it? 11 

~ 
This client of mine was no dummy,' I was glad he wasn't lobbing AA at 

me. "Because the law says that we must serve notice on the prosecution in 

advance of the trial of our intention to plead insanity, and at the same time 

give the na.JllBS of our witg;;~!f~~~J-:r ~therwise ~ We can't keep it a 
~ul~u..;.r:, ~ /W, ~ r.2, ~ , t , 
secret. SurpriseJ,\ no fair, the law says. lb'~ ~ 4 -r (l,u4., A->v ~ 

Cji /~ ~ t ~ow that, 11 the Lieutenant said, a little peevishly, I thought. 
},, ,.. 

11No, I didn 1t expect y~,;.1 wol11d• We've had to COV¥. A lot of ground in the 
(},IVl,il.;TIAJAiP /u, ll.U # ~ 

last two days arxi I haven't found time to tell you everything. 1 1m telling 

By the time you get through this case you'll probab~ be able to you now. 
A 

hang out your shingle." 
I ~ 

11Maybe I 1ll get to be one of thos prison attorneys-stir 

"' 
lawyers, I think 

I~ 
they're called." 
~~<flbcdl, 

110aybe J >,.(t}/y- only guar ee in this case is that you won I t get mer e than . 

life. That's the maximum. ~~CN ~ ja ~ ~4//!(_~.:>f-~ /,n "--
~'!'I ~~.,~""'1 ~ ~~ ~~ ~~, 

11It• s a pretty unsci tific thing, 11 my man said thoughtfully. f retty . 
/\ ""' 

damned unscientific. 11 



11Wh&41 "'.i: s?" 

11 'i'lri s liisahity business. 11 

11Why do you say that?" 

"Well, we can't prove insanity without a medical expert, you tell me. 

Yet you and decided 1 was insane, we lmow that we're going to 
/V"W J/1M,,,✓~ J ~ «..,t' ~ 

plead insanity--~t's the only legal defen;eI 1ve got. In other words you 

a ~ r and I a ~ r have between us decid!:7 wa: medically and legally 

" ' ,L. ~ ~~ 
insane. ~aving decided that, weft go out and shop around for a medical 

expert to confirm~ settled conclusion. Ye1;,_You tell me an ordinary 

medical doctor won't do." The Lieutenant shook his head. 11It all sounds 

damned unscientific to me. 11 



11The name is Laura, 11 she said. "Remember? If you can stand what you're 

going to see, Paul, I guess I can. 11 She removed the glasses. 

"Good Lord !11 I said. In my ten years as D.A. I had never seen a pair of 

more grievously blackened eyes, and I had professionally seen plenty. 11Did 
1~. ~ 

Barney Quill really do that?" • ~;;.,,t.,~. L ,,,, -
~ ~U't'!~ 1~~,~~/4 

Her eyes were large and a sort of luminous sea green. I\ I ttal' ver seen .:4 I\ , 

anything qu,ite like them before ef4Uet.!r I was begi~tu,t)\l:~
1
o understand 

)(\ 

a little what it was that might have driven Barney Quill off his rocker. The ~ 
p$""-a.ae~ d:-ft.· ri';~✓ 

woman was breathtakingly bae.ttli.tfa-1, disturbingly so, in a sort of 8-llldac ~ 
~I...., ~ - --- ~ 

exotic) extravagant way. /\ Hel -femaleness was ~a~~t _to the po.int of ~ 
'tl...vw ~.,, ~U-'J 4't.~ ~ pi,/,.,,,,,,.;,t .A.vi,,,, 

/'il l . f~boyance A She ~as, th~-re _ ~ no other word f?r it, shockingly d~sirable~ 
~--·~ ~ ~ uf-a.. ~.J,,...,a- U,,-•···· .. -~ ~ ~~ 4,.- ,/ -e :,.4 """­

A I remembered ·sometffing Parnell'~cCarthy had once said. isome women, a few, 

L t&=;. ' J; simply radiate sex, he had said. l'IThe ~!~ merely trade in it. She ' 

blinked her long eyelashes and regarded me solemnly, nodding her head. ,. 

11Ie s, 11 she whispered. "Barney did this tQf'ne. 11 

11 You 1 d better put on those dark glasses, 11 I said wryly, 
w ,td{~ efd"1; 

feeling like a 
\ 

man who had stared too long at the sun. I fumbled for a cigar. "Do you 

mind if I smoke?" 

11Not at all, Paul1, 11 she answered in her musical voice. "That I s if you 111 

" 

guess the first thing I 1 d better 

find out, 11 I began, "is whether you plan to stay for the trial--to stay, that 

is, and help?" 

The dark glasses abruptly swept around and bpred into m;y e~~~I could 
tlu ~ d~~ttf,l/~~'-~~. 

al.most see the fluttering of the tremulous la.shes /\ "~Y how can you ask such 

a thing, Mr. Biegler?" she said. "Whatever made you think i wouldn 1t#' ,.,,11,.,-



''Look, Mrs. Manion, 11 I said. 111 ask it 
-fW~.t.~ 

becaus~ °1fiave to know. You I re 
/\ 

a key witness in this case, and if you don't plan to stay--stay and help out-
,.D t.,,~ J~ 
J\ your husbands chances for beating this rap are pretty slim.A 'th;y're only / 

about fifty-fifty as it is. And you still haven't answered my liJUestion. €):: 

.9 was sorry that I f d asked her to cover her eyes. I felt that about now they 't;/;k~z,f' ,, ~ . . ,, 
be interesting and revealing to watch. A~re you with him or against him? 

~ /l ~LJ ttw.uke.ckoVW>fe,:~ 
Laura Manion crushed her cigarette out in my ash tray. Wep aaad Sioek 

~ .a• *' (\ ----- ..... -
~ she found a fresh one and turned toward me for a light. She inhaled the 

~ Y,; J.t,v 
smoke deeply, and held it, and when she exhaled i ~ esca~ klike a sob. 

Jf.Steady, Laura," I said quietly. 11 0ne can never tell how a case like this 
~~ 

will turn out. 11 I paused, cautiously feeling my way, following my h~ch. 
.. ~>. 

110ne can never bank on the A key witness might g~~ and a man still 

get off. Or fhkey "4-tness might stay, and the man still go to prison. One 

never knows~- I }.aused again, trying at once to speak ambiguously and still 
.,/,p//~~ W#C-.t?Jv~ ~~-

be .,~---.-G. 110ne thing seems clear--if a key witness stays and does her ,.. 
part, then whatever happens her eonscience is clear and she had nothing-­

~~.....,..4( ./~ 
and no one--to fear. If she"~ other plans for her future she can 

.ttt£~>· ' 
perhaps carry them out ~, in other)\ safer ways." 

34,_ ✓~ /~~0~':l'~~~~-
A "What did Manny tell youl tr''don 1t mean about the case, but about us, 

• I I\ 

about our lives togethez~;?#a1~ a,~ fd..:nw {AH,,' ~~,/ia,;( 1,,,- zr"" p"'lP? I) 

11Not a thing, Mrs. Manion; not a hint, not a clue. That I swear." 

11How could you know then--how can you sense-" She broke off and again 

rubbed out her cigarette and turned and faced me. "Tell me," she said, 

speaking low-voiced and swiftly, "how could you doubt but what I'd stay and --~ 
help? Did it seem so/\obvious to you that there was any question that I 

mightn 1t? Tell me, please tell me." 

1 



"No. I guess 

ever~R~ it was 

d~ wt-
r sensed it was no use;f\ we emed to be. miles from ~ j~ 

like being in the middle of a jungle.,a,,..LJ ~T~ 
I\ L.. ~~ ,, 

..,~~-
11Go on." 

his 

11All the wh~ e,.P: kept clawing at me ~ d beating me on the lmees with 
4,,~Ul-ff'P , ~ .D cd/~~~-

fists I had th clamped together. inally said: I rr -you do this 
~ ~ 

to me my husband will kill you. 111 

"You told him that?" I said , ~~~~-

"Yes, I was getting desperate and I thought saying that might scare him 

off and help bring him to his senses. And furthermore I meant it. 11 

~ P. ~ 
This opened certain glum vistas; .:i:,..."""""- vistas that • ~ / please an 

A ~ '~ A 
alert prosecutor. But now .a,,s no time to get into that. "What happened 

" then?" I said. 
/4u 

11Tha t only seemed to make him worse, if anything. Bame~~ laughed, if 

you could call it that-it was a horrible cackling sound--and said Manny 
ow--f' 

wouldn't have the guts to kill him; that he, Barney, was,.the best pistol 

shot.J in Michigan and a~'l-{hit at Judod'and I dji,rememb~ what all, and 

that he could take on of these Army guis/J:.with one arm tied behind 

his back Nu~ • 'ft~~ A~~.,t ~ 
• ''~ , ~ ,-~~ 

"Hm, 11 I said. ' interesting. Go on. 11 I ,,. 
11 1 again said that if he did that to me Manny would kill him--we were 

struggling all the time, remember--and with that he suddenly crouched away 
tk ~ ""1.£ ~ Tn£ • ,.,~dh~ /Z; 

from me and hit me with his fist. ,\. 'Take that, youfrrny slut t• I remember 'Q; ~ 111/ 

he said. I almost passed out I felt a ripping sound as he tor~ panties . ~ 

About all I can remember after that is that he kept clawing and 

beating away at my knees, like a maniac. I was practically out. I could ,, 
hear the dog out-e-i-0e- whimpering and crying ~ ~ ~t/u J,,a. 



0' Barney tend rather to stamp the act as a deliberate killing done in a fit 

of murderous retribution and revenge, just as she had predicted? And had 

she told the police what she had told Barney? Perhaps even more important, 

had she told Manny what she had told Barney'? Had she in effect suggested 

to her husband that he go out and dispatch the doomed and waiting 



Barney? Well, I wouild shorti:'y find out.4 ~. 

11Lauraj' Ix said, seated once again, 11 did you tell the police about 

warning Barney that Manny would kill him if--if he 1molested 1 you, as r.J.,om.1n•L:1.~~ 

• • -,,4, ~ 

~ newspapers~ lfe to call rape? 

11 Yes, yes of course. I told them everything that happened, everything 
. ./ 

r. ,(_ .<; ., 

was said and done. Wasn't that all right1 11 I ,_ ·-:t~ ~ I 
!)twtv~.. ---:;;zr 

11Yes, of course." I proceeded casually. /\ 11There 

. ,,. 
~ I\ / ' /l • was no other course) _ ..x.•t1&•4'!. 

(\ 

{/ A.nd did you also tell Manny what you I d told Barney? 11 I held rey breath tte,..; j) 

awaitdher answer. • 
1"" 

11 Yes, I told''him .firs-t,J' she replied .... _,.. 
~ ) • ~ I 

My heart sank. This could be a serious development not only 

marring the effectiveness before a jury of our claim of insanity 

but possibly the even more important question of whether a reputable 
~ .t,l/'IA/ :VJ 

psychiatrist would find insanity in view of it. Well, I had better get 

" .\ 
all the bad news at once. 

11And did you also tell the police that you had already told Manny?" 

I asked. 

11 Yes, 11 she replied, and rey spirits sank even lower. 111 told Manny 

about it on the way driving in to the jail. The officers undoubtedly 

heard me and anyway I told them again later. 11 

My spirt.t s soared and I could almost-but not quite-have hugged her. 

"You mean, 11 I said, "that the first time you told Manny was after the 

shooting?-not before?" 



I 

~,,J r;t,....ufel 
My concern ~ d been e:r;iti.■oil.y: ~ on Laura Manion. "Why, yes. I never 

I\ J\"y /\~ • • 

thought of telling him before," she A said-. "I guess I was afraid, too, 
j) u-'1Ju., ..., . ... 

that Manny would do just what he did do. Anyway, things happened so fast .... " 

'Thank goodness they had,' I thought. I knew from long experience, 
J,,wY 

or more accurately, rather I sensed--for only God, never lawyers knows 
;)/\-

what goes on in the minds of jurors//., (and FOr:t~ bably couldn't 
A 

explain had they wanted)--that smaller things than this could turn the 

tide in a criminal case; that lawyers could fulminate and wrangle for 

days, after which judges could~ gical marvels of law and instructions 

until t hey were blue in the face{ but that at some n~ erious 

point in a case some thing u.~all~ropped up, some tinyA.slive; of fact came out-­~,-
frequently something that both lawyers arxl judges missed or ignored--

A 

that sharply tilted the scales of justice one way or the other. And -~~ 
tiJj;L{., 

·n 1n-,r kept them~ This, I felt, could have been one of those 
/\ ~ 

things, particularly~ the sequence of telling 
·-,e 1>..ilt ~ 

However mystic it could as simple as that and I 

"What were you wearing that night?" I said, veering abruptly away from 
~f - ~ 

this troublesome ~.}' ~ "Were you, ,d_ressed as you are now?" I was 
~ ~~ ~ 

somehow ho irlB- she wasn't. f3u;c '-'-;A~ Ad~ A/~~,? 
,, /.. " fJ""'/ 

"Well," she said thoughtfully, "I had on a sweater very much like _,. ) 

this~'--I winced inwardly--;iand a skirt and a slip and panties." I rallied 

a little, feeling I had perhaps splft fifty-fifty with the prosecution. 

Then I stol: ~nothe: ;.ook at the,_ sweater an concluded that maybe they had ~ 

gained somewhat the better half of the bargain. 
I\ 



J 

seruns 
J 

,('eaoming a snarling jungle. While the law is not perfect, no other ,.. 
system has been found for ~overning men except violence. The law is society's 
~ ~,~-~'G • 
~ most painless,(catharsis; any other way lies anarc, .u.;;re precisely, 

Lieutenant, in your case the law and it alone is ~ stops :e(.rney Quill's 

" relatives fro charging in here and shooting up every Manion OIi, sight. It ,. 
is ~ at would also keep the Manions of Dubuque from in turn coming ,. ·/\~~ 
a-gunning for the Quills,~ at keeps the fix you're in from fanning out into 

a sort of a Upper Peninsula version of Hatfield-McCoy. 11 

I paused, wanning to my unfamiliar role as a defender of law. 11The law 

is the busy fireman that puts out J ociety1 s brush fires; that gives people 

a non-physical method to discharge hostile feelings and settle violent ..4,,~ - • Y.,_ r-- -~. 
differences; that substitutes orde ly ritual for the rule of tooth and ~ 

~ J _.. it,.,,~4,,,-,~~~ -
claw. The very slowness of • pa.c,e4. massive impersona ity: ~ f he law- Ii ~ oJ!, tJw;, A 4' A a..,J, • ) ,, 

/\ tendj to cool and bank the fires of passion" and replace them with order and 

reason. As someone has well said 1The difference between an alley-fight •'-w. , ~, 
and a debate is law. 111 I paused. 1, 11 our fine Magna Cartas and constitu-

/' 
tions and bills of rights would be nothing but a bunch of archaic and high-

flown rhetoric if we could not and did not at all times have the law to 

buttress them, to interpret them, to breathe meaning and force into them. 
-~h~ ~ '" 

Lofty abstractions about indi • ual liberty and justice do not enf~1:: : ... .,L • ~4,,c 
~~~~~~ ~ ~- _,...,.~ ~~,~"7' . 

themselves.'/\ Why, just look, na.n--just look at Russia I shook my head . 
• • ~il., 

11In fact, Heaveefhelp us,~ st '5..ook almost anyw ere these days. I/A£ ,:i,;,1..a~iJ._...., 

~ ~ -t.4/.r • :,. ~, 14 ~ __ t/...1,t,v 
The Lieutenant was smiling. 11 r' didn't ow you cared, 11 he said. 

A ~;J 
I hadn 't;,\ knownAmyself, and I couldn't help smiling. 11Having said all that, 

I ~J:~ 
remains to add you're absolutely right on insanity. The present outlook " /\ 

and ritual of the law on legal insanity is almost as primitive and nonsensical 

-6 



. ,,,,~-/ 
34 ~ ~ d ~ ~l'Z.(;V~~#~ • ,, ✓.~h£. 

11Why, just look, man--just look at Russia) ' There the law has been 
A 

replaced by a stoic joyless gang of lumpy characters in round hats and 
~ l 

floppy rants and double-breasted overcoats, who premptorily crack down on 
~~.J I\ A 

their Lieutenant~ Manions all in the name of the jug~ernaut state and,~~~ 
r.,~ 

all 1 piz-lovin 1 pipples. 1 They are the law.A~u would have •confessed' 

joyfully days ago. 11 I shook my head. 11In fact, Heaven help us, just look 

almost anywhere these days. The midnicrht knock on the door, t e 

right on insanity. The present outlook and ritual of the law on legal 

insanity is almost as primitive and nonsensical 



psychiatrist at him and cut 

/ii "ll + L. ~P.~ 1 f:µM, ~w woul~ ~ lmow? 11 

ttl-·"W} {l,}f.,I ~ 
him--anEl your insanity defense--to 

/\ 

11How would they lmow what?" 
~ 1,c)J/v,i, 

11How would 'bfte F~op.e lmow /we were going to call a doctor or a psychiatrist ·- -
0,/\.b fl. !'-. J4 

or even that we A going to claim insanity at all? /\'low could they be 

prepared to refute it?" ,,J✓,d 1' ~ _/r-!J~ _ A A td ~ 
n,(" c,t ,/)"ni,J, J t,f/'IU/ 'r--- 'w ...... - r •• r 

This was no dunney. "Because the law says that we must serve notice on 
?1 !\ 

the prosecution in advance of the trial of our intention to plead insanity, 

and at the same tine give the names of our witnesses, expert or otherwise. 

We can't keep it a secret." ~/>W "fu,v/-fiiL.-~o/' 
11I didn't know that , " t/i.bk,;,'4,~-4~,a,, £.;,;tu, .~?• J~. 

11No, I didn I t expett you would. We 1ve had to cover a lot of ground in 
I ~tut.. !:flM-'~ 

the last two days and I haven t found time to tell you ;Tr;y1:,hing./\ By the time 

•• il ~.,_i-'o/ 
you get through this case you ~ be able to hang out your shingle. 11 

"',L, /\ 
n.tv1a.ybe I oem get to be one of those prison attorneys--stir lawyers, I 

(' 

think they
1
re called. 11 

M ,..~.-y 
11 aybe. My guaranty in this 

,I\ 
case is that you won't get more than life. ~ , 

11It I s a pretty unscientific 

damned unscientific." 

~ 0~ 
thing, 11 nzy- man said thoughtfully. 11Pretty , . 

\,. "What is? 11 

11This insanity business. 11 

"Why do you say that? 11 

"Well, we c1n'~ prove insanity without a medical expert, you tell me. Yet 
~ ~j~~)~ 

you and ! ~already know that we're going to plead insanity--it's the only legal 
1

• ~ between us 
defense I've got. In other words you a lawyer and I a soldier hav!/'decided I 

~Jlf (Aw/. ..tu~.,, 1ft,,,/) ,,,.,,,,_, 
wa~~insane. 'Now, having decidea; ·wt o out and shop around for a medical expert 

to confinn ~ settled conclusion. Yet you tell me an ordinary medical doctor 

won't do. 11 The lieutenant shook his head. 11It all sounds damned unscientific to me. 11 



~~-­iii# 
110on 1 t tell me, Lieutenant, t t you,_ cherish the notion that we liTe in 

an age other than black magic? I h d higher hopes for you. Aren't you 
.,., t.,, ♦ .., • '0 ;r:tf-'4>4" ~ 'V .~..JZ~ '1 

confusing our aGWari.ce.:s with gadgets and things wi.t'h knowledge about the 
A ~ n 

hwnan mind and heart.? I'm merely explaining here a small part of the weird 

alchemy of the law "w~1 ~tU..-14.dl,{l.-t-c4t ✓-1., ~~ d?,., '
1 

• ~ 
11I don't get it.~~""~~-fo~.• ~ 
ubleeesly get.s U 

t supposing 

~ 4'~~''"" ~ /U7) 
11 In that event we/\ Mleg apeaGi\ till we find one that does. 11 I shook my 

that, dear Lord? 11 

head. 11 Iou c~ ';t£~'!!1, Lieut:nan~, how :rieeJ.ly unscientific the law can 
~ MUrw;,,//fl!t,,"k-.,t,tv ~~:«,. TIil ,,tt/u.b,1-1/--

actually 9'A In fact that is part 9f ~ , charnf-it's one of the last of the 
wl~ve,flM,I ,a,. 'L/4,{) A ~ 

realms of human endeavor/\ still devot ! olemnly t o holrum and bunk. Men sit 

·" {' ~--f, 
around in black robes all the time and :i:uxn incant it from high./\ t he finer 

lunacies of the law are only a little less absurd, ~~ those of !D~ 

diplomacy--or of your own profession. '/w::~,J,,/,..t.~D'?'l£.ef~i-
1 

11You sound a trifle cynical today, counsellor. Was the fishing that poor 

last night?" 
~~~ 

11No, Lieutenant, not cynical. Perhaps I reM«l:1-Y see a little more 
(\ 

dearly the emperor's new clothes." I sighed. "But when in Rome, you know ..•• 
/\ U/t, (.~ ~""'' ,;;,e,--~ . ./4 4, -.A~ o,i,,(,f. ~~-

we 1ve still got to shop around for that psychiatrist~
4 

I love that word. I 

can't wait to tell it to Parnell." 

The Lieutenant eyed me sharply. 

"Oh, just an old lawyer friend. 

' 
~ 

''Whok9' Parnell?" 

My legal whetstone, I call him. 11 

11 I see. Where do we--ah-go shopping to find this psychiatrist?" 

I thoughtfully lit a cigar. "That may be a real problem," I said. "Either 

nobody in the Peninsula is insane or else all of us are nuts. In any case ~ 



their prosecutor was a friend of the rapists; that Prosecutor Polly Biegler 

Cliffs County. Before A 
rJ~~ 

was a i:al of the debauchers of womanhood of Iron 

~ election day I found myself/\in the doghouse. 

It was then that my wife finally decided to divorce me, bu~ then 

~ ~ . -Gretchen• s timing had always been poor, b'O'bi,- in and out of bed. But this ,r•,.J-wt'fd,(,, 
</I • • ~~JdA'~~l,n~ - '-Kt' ~ 

/\ to be piling it onf\f'. There are times when events/\ seem, to conspire 

to get a man down; when even the Lord H1mself seems to have it in for a guy. 

it• s an attractive and comforting theory, its main weakness lying in its 
.• 

prffUHip :e-n-1\ that the Lord gives a damn; that bands of H1 s watchful angels 

lie perpetually athwart dumpling clouds, peering down anxiously to watch the 
~ ~~ 

antics o~ barbers and small town lawyers/\ and all the rest of us. To my mind 

such a thory not only lacks humility but its disciples are apt to be 

excessively larded with vanity and egotism. I prefer to believe that the 

Boss Man has bigger fish to fry; that while there are occasional peaks of what 

~-VJ 
we call "luck" and occasional valleys ofi'~uek., that the lives of the mass of 

~~ '"'-.a,t men are, in Thoreau's lovely phrase,/\passed on t p at; eaus of "quiet 

desperation.'' /liW\(., ~ 
I got to pondering this conspiracy- of. events business when Gretchen 

suddenly decided to divorce me. We had ~e• l ily been/4eparated for years 

and hf:1'su~ ~ that I was a bastard who must Ce~(rid of before 

" election day seemed rather belated. About the only thing we had left in 

common was Paula ( calling the poor defenseless child that had been ~ one 
~.,..,,.., ~ 2-"_· ""<IU ,(e,. •• ,"- . • ·.-4.. ·a - ;t "'7 ~ , 

of Gretchen I s more sentiment~ l i eas), so I don't think our vorce made much 
---? ~ -4, , ..... ~~ -4.;, •t<,l a,.«u&,ta., ..,;:..'(,-~ ~ ,.;~ 

difference n the election one y or tne other. There were no fireworks • \ 
I\ < ~~ -e-••· l w; 22PPF aw 7A qO, , 

and I did not contest the case. 3iila didn't tell the half of it'- J~dge Maitland 
J ~r ~ 

duly granted Gretchen her_.&~~ e and the custody of Pa'lll;l,_, a;J,,11ng w_ibh a nic~ ~ 

~ (,v~ ~ '.!.1-":.•!J~tn, ~ ~ -~ ~ J -

i -
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" seams, from becoming a snarling jungle. While the law is not perfect, God knows, 

no other system has been found for governing men except violence. The law is 

societyis safety valve, its most painless way to~ catharsis; any other way ,. 
lies anarchy. More precisely, Lieutenant, in your cqse the law and it alone is all 

that stops Barney Quill's relatives from charging in here ~d~ up every 

Manion on sight. It is also what would~ i:eep the mortgaged Manions of Dubuque 

" from in turn coming a-gunning for the Quills, in other w,:,rds what keeps the fix 

youlrerrnfrom an~in out into a sort of a Upper Peninsula ver;on of Hatfield-
\\ ' ,.. 

McCoy." 

I paused, warming to nw unfamiliar role as a defender of law. "The law is 

the busy fireman th~t puts out society1 s brush fires; that gives people a~­

physical method to discharge hostile feelings and settle violent differences; that 

substitutes orderly ritual for the rule of tooth and claw. The very slowness of 

the law . its massive impersonality, its insistence upon proceeding according to IU}tt/(,,e/ wit{ 

ancient rules--.:i.11 this tends to cool and bank the fires of passion ¥id violen.ce 
~.-w""~ .,J.,. e ~~~> ~ a,,,(,~ 

and replace them with order anct reason./\ As someone has well sai~ 1 The diffference /f ~ 

between an alley-fight and a debate is law. 111 I paused. "What's more, all our 

fine Magna 'J:P:J_ and constitutions and bills of right~lffe~~ bu.t/vf 

4ltJ!1l.d:.: :g£~rchairand highflown rhetoric if we could not and did not at all times 
ft ' 

have the law to buttress them, to interpret them, to breathe meaning and force~~ 

into them. Lofty abstrac~ about indi • du 1 ~,t yustice ,~o ruot 

enforce themselves. ~ ,_must be ref ge in en' s hearts evel',I day. / rtnr:r, 

just look, man--just look at Russia ig 

.&AHle--m,: 11ae.11, 11 In fact, Heaven heI just look almost anywhere these days. 

The midnight knock on the door, the whisking before a firings~~ 

connnand--then silence, nothing but anonymous deaa silence .... • /Jur'~~ ~ 
~~~~~~ ,, 

The Lieutenant was smiling, 111 didn't know you cared," he said. 



I hadn't quite known.....-. it myself, and I couldn't help smiling. "Having 

said all that, Lieutenant, it remains to be added that you're absolutely right 

on insanity. The present outlook and ritual of the law on legal insanity is 

almost as primitive and nonsensical 



- J 

. .. EJLp??V ~ (JIU/ p LA~ ~ ~ k 
psych~a rists ·m general J3Paetice shun the place. ,G1H- black leather sofas" 

A -·-~ A ,, • used for napping or only psychiatrists I know about are ,.. 
connectmdn with public :inlltitutions of some kind: the ve-/tc,erans' hospital 

at Iron Mountain, the prison over at Marquette, the insane asylum at Newberry, 

the various childrens' clinics, that sort of place. All ei 11 Wt are salaried 

staff men and I 1m afraid we can't expect to ~'tiem. The People ar~ore 
f 

likely t~ pop up with one of thj/ose. 11 

11What do we do, then?" 

11We go shopping, lI\Y friend." 

The lieutenant shrugged. "Well, I suppose we must. Where do we start?" 
A 

11Nf wtiere,~i tenF,t-the burning question is: what with? I rather 
A ~~ h ~ 

suspect that p chiatrists are no more philantropic than lawyers. Inf act 
M 1~ f\ A 

less than onet-.. I ~ to know. They'll expect to be~ -and on the line." 
/\ /' /\ 

11 You I re ma.king it rather difficult. How can I pay a psychiatrist? You 

~~ 
know I'm broke. I can't even pay you. 11 · J~J 

{\ ~~-",f 

11 Sometimes, Lieutenant, 11 I said slowly, "you make the thought of getting 

" out of this case awfully attractive--almost more~ an the thought of staying ,.. 
in. Please don 1t keep tempting me." 14t""-: '1:-.•. .t 

"Well, it I s the solemn t ruthJ]I'm broke. If I had the money I 
I
d pay 

" /Jw,w,,'/Ud"~~ -
you and get a _ doz~n psychiatrists .A" at more can I do? 11 fV' 

U ,p,-,1, ,...a'-->-1-I~u ~:,-me~ s all~ -1,stop feeling so go4!...d sorry for 
,A ~ ~~vtt~fi'TI~~~~ 

yourself_.a~e-1.p me:/\ God ~~s f have my own reasb s for tangling in 

jhis case, and they may be shabby enough. But I'm willing to do it, 

to roll the ~ lls, to wrack my brains, to burn out iey e;~s~ to steer 
• ~,AV~~~Mt/~• JJy A ~~~ 

you through his ~ A But when I tell you that something~st be done r fd- ~ort of Lt,,, f' I ' - • .JJ\ 
likj,'f<,u to try to help me find out how it can be done, no )I O~r to tell "'1, ~ 
me why it can't. ~ li\Q that o:r shn.t u~ r1' '9tY~~ ~~ ~ _? ', 



. . ., 

~ 
The Lieutenant sat biting his lip~ deeply., 9.tt:sheti-. His boiling point 

was probably no higher than mine, I guessed, but if I was going to be his 

lawyer without fee I wasn't also going to be his wet nurse. :1tac ,,_, A<M' ~ ,,;'/:/::, ~ 
"There's one other place we could get a psychiatrist," I said. 11 I was , •• ,.: 

half hoping you might have suggested it. 11 

11Where 1 s that? 11 the ieutenant said evenly, 

11From the United States Army, 11 I replied. 
~ 

111 don't know~ the A:nny would." 
"' ~ac 

11I don 1t know either, but you might tell me where to write. It might be 
~ ~~ ~ --~ , 

well to pause;.; 7 d impress you with how serious this thing is.A Your only 
~I~ 

legal defense(\ ea I ese iii, is insanity. -i1e prove it you must have a psychiatrist._, 
.:;t.4uv.., /\ g~, ~ 

Y4:m I n BiRP¾r ~Gt J.e. I\ ~ou can I t af.f ord a psychiatrist. 'then we 1ve got to g,et 
d ~ , ,A 

ttf,' one some f her way. _o you/\have the)\picture? 11 

"I'll give you 1'a,/ name and address o& ~ eenml!cnding offieep before ~ ~..,, 

~" the J ieutenant replied. 11Don 
I
t le+Le forget. 11 

11You better do it now. 
)UJ,J,,JJ.,1~ 1 it 

friend, w-the heart of your ,.. 

A i 1 
I'm phoning or writing him tonight. 11 is, my 

/ ~ ~.-w~. ~ ; case.tfhv~r;. ,r7··-~~ • 




