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Ireland ,
Cork, County limerick
Wednesday, June 14, 1939

Dearest lother,

Not much impressed with Liverpool--too big, industrial
and dirty. BSought Rhea's bicycle like mine. After eating
what looked like goldfish (whitebait) with eyes at the
Adel hi--a swell dinner served by four waiters each in dif-
ferent degrees of evening dress, we took Zrand channel steam-
er to Dublin.

Dublin, a very dirty city, Trinity College, a lovely
place and Phoenix Park beautiful. Stayed at Youth Hostel--

a big old house in slums. Oeccupants--a girl from Seattlej
two boys from Liverpool and two from Dublin, Attended queer
plotless play in part of Abbey Theatre given by No. 2 group
of Abbey Players.

Bicycled 55 miles Saturday to Maryborough Countryside--
a lovely country side, but houses terrible and people dis-
interested in things, though very kind and friendly. Vill-
ages and towns old. Had a short talk with parish priest on
street Saturday night--everyone thinks we are Irish, and as
each County has different accent, we aren't noticed t oo much
for that. Church in llaryborough Sunday at 8:30--announce-
ments and gospel after elevation. No collection passed but
boxes at gates of churchyard before liass. No hostels only
in Dublin viecinity so police showed us private place to staye.

Biked 72 miles second day to Limerick. Hostel there lionday



tl@qz&€4“4iﬂfafi’
night as place recommended by Hostel Book--did not likeAand'
not much hot water.

Biked twelve miles to Groorn ﬁonday'and met family Ke---
told me to meet. Father Ryan, brother lat and four sisters,
Tuesday they rode us in their Opel, which is a German make
sedan with about 28 h.p. and costs $1500. In the evening
Pat drove us to Limerick to the same hotel at which Presi-
dent De Valera stayed last week. Father Ryan and Pat drive
in for us next A.ll. We walked around Croorn, visited schools,
castles and more churches--we prayed in avbout five different
churches in one hour! Loads of churches and gveryone terriblymﬂh?énuy
--g8ign of cross in front of every churchi Angelus no matter
where, etec. At nizht they drove us to Blarney Castle., The
day stays with you until 11 P.M. Pat, Rhea, and I climbed to
top (Father has had nervous breakdown--on sick leave,and stayed
below). Vere the only people around and Rhea and I scared to
kiss the "larney Stone--You have to lie on your opack out over
great drop to ground far below while others hold your ankles--
were up there an hour before we did it. Drove us to Cork,
found us this hotel and left. Father has been ill so long and
Pat so grand--we liked him gt once. Nice of them to show us
s0 much gZood f@n when we're really strangers.

Rain today, so took bus to Killarney (60 milés) and saw
beautiful lakes, castles, abbeys, etc. OUn way Southeast coast
tomorrow on bikes. Prefer bikes to auto and busses.

Are going toward Scotland where there are hostels.
Everyone who cdoesn't bike rides donkeys or horses.

Visited Mt. St. Joseph Abbey last week where they make
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