






















Dear Mother, 

Rosskilde, Denmark 
July 15, 1939 

Saturday 
Nice and warm and Sunnyl 

I Every time I start e l•tter I wonder if you have 

be en re ceiving all the ones 1 llr1te . 
C0'9•nha;r.en 

.... unday n1 ht 

A ~rou~ of ~cots 1n kilts just e me in--one cu e ov r to 

chat--~• agreed 1t wa awell to h ar English . Thei r kilts look 

To fello ws and ~ ril jus t came up , p.rinned, and plunked 

a book in front of us~-w• saw a lot of names in it s o ut in 

ours end Rdres se s too . Then t hey took ·ms ov r to a map on the 

wall and ointed to a li.ttl island in Norv;ay--gues ', thnt • s where 

they live. 

There is a boy from India her••• - e under tand- - so :ant to 

QllflllO"I'.' him. Also--th•r• are t,10 American boys and we have had 

an inte"resting talk--w• al s ak t once . It is nio '3 t fun here -

doubt if I cen finish this yet tonite . Also ran out of ink-•darn . 

Helsingo~, aenmank 
Wednesda'J 

J , st 8fter writing that last para~raoh we corner d th• boy 

from I ndia (Bonzalone ) and his English ~1--both otudyin ~ architecture 
\ 

at .Live~ ool. Very inter stin~ fellow--the accompanying age is 

eome of the il lust ationshe did when we asked about what they ate 



, 

wore, lived, etc., cute? 

Are now in Hela1n~ r--arr ived at 6 P.M .. last night. Is e. 

marv lous hostel-.. -two story cream_ house (stone) w1 th terrace over

looking the ea, and girls' dorms . have balcony right ~n beach 

front . Wear ~o1n to take s wim and sunbath later on (Had to get 

u , and be ack d before ei -ht as dorms close. but kitchen, terrace, 

nd bag a e lockers a r o en all day) . Is ab autiful bri1¥1t sunny 

day. e can s ee ~w• en across the s s.rkling blue water--ara going 

ove r there thi sfternoon--1 abo ta half hour fer y ride from here . 

• h d a very rough cro sing of North See. from Har 1ieh ., England, 

to Esbjerg , Denmarkj (22 hours) Nice first evening and ni ht but 

wok u next A.M . and could hardly 7• t dressed what with being 

b anged about ! On• other assenger 1n our room--she was sick all 

ni 1,7.bt . U on deck everyone gre n and quietl I and th ~ D~YJ.iah 

fellows only ones at 'table when I went in for breakfast--was another 

man there at first but he left the table ra idly with hi s hand 

ov r hi s mouth when we started to • ~t . My ooffee s illed all 

ove~ my bread - n1 jam. ~ain1n~ and t1le Rick on deck so I went u 
J 

in far bow and R,.- joined e--lookin -awful . An En lish cha came u:, 

end we talked and both l au .hed wh n R - read• a dive for the rail . 

Then soon he made for t he rail t-0 --first ut t ing ·his head under 

his cycling ... &in C e and removing bis teeth--so al-', &&y -

rEngli b peo~l• n_a ve complet• sets of fa~ te e th- - dontt go 

dentists at 11' tj_11 r1n!ldy to have 'em) Vlell, the shi was in 

the trough of waves, wind bl ---wing 6'7 milea an hour ands gale is 

80, and from t he bow 1t looked as though w w r e . going over any 

,,. 



would d1sa... ear oom letelyJ b.ven I felt a bit of motion in my 
I 

~ 
tomaoh sometimft - -but rtbirte to the ·'!tup~t ., 

J.U___J,i.u.t:1-.,1,~..._...,. aa practically everyone else --aa-r ~f 1,t had,n •t 

been for the rain and col wind I would. have loved it . Stayed 1n 

the "J ow from 9 ; 30 A. M. till ~: 00 P. M. ( Oouldn •·t eat lunch as China 

would break when they ut it on table- -I got an apnle from the 
~ 

stewardess ) Thr"" • Amerio~ms we met in London w&r tl:L~and we 

hnd fun firRt evening . 

Danish paR ~engo~ ~ycled us to hos tel in E&bjerg--is a 

tecbllflo.al school • and while c l osed in summer , the host l ers can 

use i t--c l assroome have highly ol i ·ehed f l oors and there are 

uttr ~aes which we ut on the floor to sleep on . Sl eep well too l 

And wash basins on th• benches for b-Afi• • The next n1y,ht in 
I~ •; •• · , , 

Orindsted was the s·me kind . In Esbjergth8re was a marvelous 

health exhibit in the school from Qermeny, ~l.ass man , etc . Warden 

who had lived in Washington i;i;ot a doctor who knew a little English 

to t~k• us through~-w• ex eoted n bearded old m~n, but Dr . was 

young, tall , blonde , very handsome , and threw in a. few oints 

of his own th~t k•pt us 1n sti tches . 'l'hi~d ni~ht in Silkeborg- 

the hostel was ful l--a very lovely mode l en set in beautifu l 

garden and on the banks of l ovely rtver- -no on& s~oke lm~l ish, till 
. 

final l y hostlers ('.Mr . and Mrs . I nsul mann and son, Leif (Life ) who 

had li ved in Gbioago , came ov r ud he l p8d us . Took us to I.P. U. K. 

( combined Y. W. andY. R.) r.h ere we got o:hi:ta.p and very good l odging •. 

Denmark is very 1nexpen31ve--in Gr~at Britain i t ooste a shi l ling 

each to stay over ni ,ht and here it costs 1 kroner ( 20 ) 09nte 

<t- v ~, • - :: breakf r: "' • 
; 

'• illing or 1/3 (,'50-' ) 



and here it is about 50 ~r• ~ach ( 10~) for fem, 

Next A. M. we took At•amer down river and through the lakes 

or Oenmark•-ver-y ·beautiful but it l"&ined al 1 the tir:ie- ... we landed 

et Himwelbjerget and climbed it--only about 350 feet . The lakes 

looked at lot 11k ' the ' L• ~ Chenaux Islands" of Michigan. Then 

biken to Aarhus . xoung fellow we asked directions of could speak 

a bit of Rngl1slli and b1k11td u s to !' 11ndl hugh hostel 1n big woods, and 
I ,, 

sfter we had out' supp(tr be osme b a ck f or ua and oyeled us all around 

the lovely city of AarhtlS ( A hoos ). Se.,v most gorgeous ~ark have 

ever s •n•-flo·Ner arrangem nts and trees and ponds beyond words--

and in ceii'-eer of 1 t is 'l'h• o ·d Town ... •eo1 l@ot1 on or old Danish 

houses brough from all over count~y instead of t•a~ing them downp 

and fixed instr ets• wi.th old squar a1 str4'am running mill 

wheel , eto ., and old elocksmith sbo ·• distillery, hatter - -,1ust ae 

1n old days . To se• beautiful summer PAl~oe of King Ohristian X 

and Queen Alexandrine- - ~1ven a~ g1ft to them 3 y city of Mrhus 

on their wedding- - grand park beyond 1t facing sea--King ' s yacht 

is white w1 th "?ale ye·llow stock--sn1tzy. More modern i-,,a.rtment 

houses , a ks , bo1 1levards than any oth r ~ity I kno·i"I • Mod 1 oity 
L,-t: ,f\ ~ t j, J 

almo s t-- four lurn ed hoapi tals , uni vsrsi ty, and <:iimply g...Ntn'd '· 

shore line and beaches . '"ost of D~nmark is flat -- th~ he th, but 

'E! st 1~ hillii'ir':i~i~i,ier , and moi,e rood~rn. Insul m.ann ' ~ ht,re , too 1 

~o crossed on bot with t em nsxt day on lovely steam•r ( s1x hours ) . 

,ood sunny cro ing- ... touch1ng t Island in the Kattci,gat ( tLe sea ) . 

0 n1 st yed a t nice ho~·}.~;; :,~~ft.,,.~,.7---;la:.,.~'-.q. in d:.,rk t acll oods ::i t 

•v n t n". Funny ,; tor- s,: .• • ·,i.onr:on:.-}RlJl()kf:r pl;ktn .; ··_s_nt.t •. ·l H~t- ,a r here ., 



Hostel. M::m i n deliv ry tr.1ck c J'l'le over-•couldntt s , ~ak Engl ish 

but e~ctted 'h~n we said "ftme~1k· "; drew us , map to ft n~ hostel-

brought out tr'iy of ·rn tries an e;•J Vft ns !'our btg ones• th6'D 

showt,d us sn,1,~ho t of htm nd qon hich he gHve to us . ;\nothe:r. 

\ good hostel here in garden-- :a t& on l inm a.t tabl•s--8· me thr•• 

Amer i c ·ms here again • .-Very hostler on ro d he:r•e s·il.lute~ you by 

rais1.ng ·1rm, bent at right engl•s . W& do 1t ·-m toma tically now-

sleeping tn field onf.11 noon ::1nd all hostlers ( with bags on rear 

of cycles) ring bells or yell to fl,ke us up so they Cl'An s a l ute us . 

Oo-i,enhagen beautiful and lively city. Hed dinner st 

tnsulmann•s nice home and marvel ous eople . Enjoy•d it· l ot . 

Youth Hostel funny h•r•••four b rraok like bui l dings--marked 

"A" ( dot'rn for.- wom•n) "B" •(men ), trphol dster ( common room) , and 
.,,,,,...,. __ ._ - ·- -- _.,.-.,. -~ .,. ~ Q t'-

iH~~~ -~ *~ _1_!1 J!:\g; }.~t);~~1• hile R - vird ted J'1'11JSeum I took motorbo t 
- -.- --~ •• - ... • -• - ._,. - - l 

-ride down can ·1l, -pr•st nr-1val l'l t a t1on 1n h'l'l!'bor , ~;i.nd -1lonp.; lor1ely 

. romenade . V1A1ted T1vol l• (beautiful tmuse ttnt perk ) with 

big D ne (not a c nine ) that night , Lovely a long shore yesterday . 

,ee you in ~weden . 

Judd1e 

I 



Dear fo oth er_, 

Rosskilde, Denmark 
J u ly 15 , 1939 , Saturaay 

Nice a nd warm and &unny!J 

~very time I start a let t er I wonder i f y ou have been re

ce ivin a ll t he ones I wr ite. 

Copenhagen 
Sunday Ni ght 

A ~roup of Scots i n kilts j ust came in--one came over to chat-

we a.gr e ed i t was swell t o hear English. Their kilt s look fi ne. 

Two f ellows and a g irl just crune up , grinne d , and plunked a 

bo ok in f r ont of us--we saw a lot of nrune s i n it so put in ours 

a n~ addresses too. They t h eQ took me over to a map on the wall 

a nd poi nte d to a little island in Norway--gues s that' s where they 

l ive . 

There i s a boy fr?m India here--we understa nd--so want to 

talk to h i m. Also--there are t wo American boys and we have had 

an interesting t a lk--we all speak at onc e . It is most fun here-

doubt i f I can finish this yet t onight. Also ran out of i nk . 

Helsingor, Denmar k 
\ifednesday 

Just aft er writ i ng t ha t last paragraph we cornered the boy 

from Jndia (Bonzalone) and h is 3ng l i s h pal--b oth studying architec

ture at Li ve r pool. Very int eresting f ellow- - t he accompanying pag 

is s ome of t he ill.us.tv.at i ons he di d when we asked ab out what they 

ate , wore and where they lived, etc. 

Are now i n Helsing or--arrived at 6 P. M. last n i ght . I s a 

marvelous hoste l--two story cream hous~ (stone) wi t h terrace over-



lo ok ing the sea , and g irls ' d orms , have balc ony righ t on beach 

f r ont . "le are g otng t o take s 1:1i 1 and sunbat h l ate r on (Had to 

get u p a nd e packe d be f or e eigh t as d orms close , rut k i t chen, 

t errace , a nd baggag e loc ke r s a r e open al l day ). I s a be autiful 

br i ght sunny d ay . :e c an see Sweden acros s t he spar k ling b lue 

wa ter--are g oing over there t hi s afte r no on--is ab out a half 

hour f erry r i de f rom he r e . 

'1/e had a very rough cros s ing of North Se a f rom Harwic h , 

~ng land , t o ~s b j e r g , De rrrnar k , ( 22 hours ) . Nic e f irst e v ening 

and night bu t woke u p next A. Iif . and c ou l d ha r d l y ge t dressed 

wha t wi t h be i ng banged ab out ! On e oth er pas s eng er in ou r room 

she was sic k a ll nigh t . Up on dec k every one gre e n anu qui et ! 

I and t hre e Dani s h fe llows only one s a t t ab l e when l went in f or 

ur e ukfast- - was an ot he r ma n t here a t f irs t but he l eft t he tab l e 

r ap i d l y -wi th h is hand over his mouth vrh e n we starte d to eat . 

My coff ee spilled a ll JVer my bread and j a m. Ra i ning and pe op l e 

si c k on deck s o l went u p in f ar b o\l and Rhea j oined me-- look

i n~ a wf u l. An ~ng lis h chap came up a nd we t a l ked and b ot h 

l augh e d when hea made a d ive f or t he rail. Th e n soon he made 

f or the rai l too- - f i rs t put t i ng h i s head under h is cyc l ing rain 

c ape and r emovin~ h i s t eeth. We ll, t h e s h i p was in the trough 

of waves, wi nd b l owi ng 6 7 miles an hour and a ga l e i s 80, a nd 

f r om the b ow i t lo oked as though we were g oing over any minute 

(we kep t saying g oodby t o each ot.he r} . ',7hen t he stern would 

d isappear comp l eteLy, even I felt a b it of motion in my stom-

a c h som etime--bu t I was not s ick as prac ti call y eve r y one was . 

If -i t hadn ' t b een f or t h e rain and cold wi nd I wou l d ha ve love d 

it . St aye.d i n t he b ow f rom 9 : 30 A. P . t i ll 2 :00 P . M. (c ou l dn ' t 
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e a t lunch as t.,;h ina wou l d ·oreak wh e n they put it on t ab l e-- I g ot 

a n app l e f r om the stewardess ) Three America ns we met i n London 

we r e ab oa r d a nd we had f un f i rst evening . 

Dan i s h passe~er cycled us to h os t el in Es b j e r g - - i s a t e ch

nic a l s cho ol, and while c l osed in swnmer , the hostler s can use 

it - - c lassrooms have highl y p olished f loors a nd there a r e mat t 

resse s whi c h we pu t on t h e f lo or to s l eep on . Sleep V1ell too ] 

And wash bas ins on t he be nches f or baths . 'l'he ne x t nicht in 

Grindsted wn s t h e same k i nd . In Esbjerg t her e was a marvelous 

h ea l th exhib i t in the scho ol f rom Ge r many , ::, l a s s man , etc .. War

den wh•J had lived in ~., ash i n 0 t on g ot a d octor who kn ew a lit t le 

:Sng lish to t ake us t hrough--we expecte d a bearded old man , but 

Dr . was young , t a ll , b londe , ve r y hand s ome , and t h re w in a fe w 

point s of h i s own that kept u s in sti t ches . Th i r d n i ght in 

Silkeb or g-- t he h aste 1 was full--a ve r y l ov e l y mode 1 one s e t in 

beautifu l garuen a na on the banks of l ovely river--n o one spoke 

Engli sh , till f i nally hostlers ( r . and ·:1r s . Insulmann and son 

Le if (Lif e) wh o had l i ve d in Chic ag o.) c ame over and he lped us . 

Took us to K. F . U. K. (c omb ined Y. v •• and Y. M. ) whe r e we g o 't 

cheap a nd very good lodg i n~ . Denmar k i s ve r y ine xpensive--

i n Great Bri tain it costs a s hillin6 each to stay ove r n i ght 

and h ere it c os ts 1 kroner (20 cents) for uoth of us . Supper 

a nd breakfas t was a s h illi ng or 1/ 3 ( 3 0 ¢ ) and h e r e it i s ab out 

50 ore each (10 ¢ ). 

Next A. E . we took s t eame r down river and t hr ough t he l akes 

of Denmar k--ver y beau t i fu l b u t i t raine d al l the time--we l a nded 

a t II i mm_e l bj e rget a nd climbed it- -on l y ab out 350 f eet . The l akes 

looke d a lot like t he the " Les Ch e neaux I slands" of Mic hi g an . 

Then b i ked t o Aarhus . You ng fellow we a s k ed di r ections of c ould 
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s peak a b i t of ·En,t£lish anci b i k ed us to gra nd huge h oste 1 in big 

woods , and a f te r we had our supper he c ame back f or us and cycled 

us a ll around t h e lov e l y city of Aarhus (Aw h oos). Sa w most g or

g eous park have eve r seen--flowe r arrangements and tr e e s and ponds 

b eyond ,ver ds --a nd in center of it is the Ol d Tovm--c ollection of 

old Janish house s brought f rom a l l over cou n t r y instea d of te ar

ing t h em down , a nd f ixed in streets, wi t h o l d square and stre am 

running mill wheel, etc ., a nd ol d clocksmith s h op , dist i llery·, , 

hatter -- j ust a s in o:hd days . To s ee beautiful summer palace of 

Kin , Chris tia n X and _zue en lexandrine--g i ven as g i ft to them 

by. ci t y of Aarhu s on t he ir we dding--g r a nd par k b ey ond i t f acing 

se a --King ' s yacht i s white with pale yellow stoc k--More mod ern 

a part me nt hou ses , parks, b ouleva r ds t han any other c i t y I know. 

Mode l city a l most--f our g las s ed h os p itals, university, and simply 

beautiful s h ore line and be aches . \Jest of Denmark is f lat--the 

h eath , .. mt ' ~as t i s h illy, richer , a nd more modern . Insulmann 's 

here too , s o crossed .on boat with t he m next day on lovely steamer 

( s ix h ours ) g ood sunny crossing-- t ouch ing a t Isla nd in the 

Katte6a t ( t he s e a ) and s t ayed a t ni ce h ostel t here--Wa ll<:e d in dark 

tall woods at e vening . Funny to s ee women smoke t h i n s mall cigars 

here . 

Liked· O mile s to Roskilde , g ot lost lookin f or Youth Hos

tel. .Ma n in d e livery truck came over--c ou l d n ' t apeak En6 lish but 

excited when we sai d ,.-Am.erika"; dre w u s a map t o f ind h ostel-

b r ought out t r ay of pastri es and gave u s four b i ones , then s h owed 

us snapsh ot of him and son wh ic h he _;av e to us .. Anothe r ~ood 

hos tel here in garden--ate on l awn a t tab l es--Sa me three Ame ricans 

again . Every hostle r on road h e re s a lu t e s you by raising arm, bent 

at r i 6h t ang l e .J . '.le do i t automa tical ly now---s le ep ing i n f ield 

one n oon a nd all hostlers (with b a.:;s on re ad of cycles) ring b ells 
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or yell to wake .us up so they can salute us . 

Copenhage n beau tiful aDd lively ci t y . Had dinner at Insul

mann ' s nice home and marve lous people . Enj oye d it a l ot. Youth 

Foste l funny here--four barrack like buildine s--marked ttA" . (dorm 

for women ) ••nu (men), Upholdster (C oumon room) , and while Rhea 

vi s i t ed rnuseur.1 I took motorboat ride down c anal, past nava l sta

tion in ha r bor, and alon~ lovely promenade . Vi s ited Tivolie 

(beautifu l amu s eme nt park) with big Da ne (not a canine ) that 

night . Lovely alon6 shore yes t erday . See you in Sweden . 

Love, 

Judd ie 
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