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Deare s t 1Iother, 

Colc he s t er, Eng l and 
Ju ly 8 , 1939 

,Je got r a ined in and had to stay a n extra day at Ke,Wich 

up in t he l ake distric~ of ~ng l and , but b oys took us to movie and 

we had a . 1hu0 e and n oisey sing song at ni 0 ht , a nd liked the hostel 

a l ot t he s ec ond night . Biked 48 miles next day t o I ng l eton--war­

den away but te a h ous e next door serve d us mea ls. Jolly c ouple 

he r e--ma n and wi 1. e ab ou t f i f t y year s old , bi k i ng thr ough t he moun­

t a ins on ni s holiday . Take it slowl y but ar e having a gr a nd time. 

Rhea and I to ok t he wa lk t hat eveni ng thr ough t he beautif ul g l en, 

pas t g orge a nd t hr ee waterfa lls a nd acros s mounta in tops--about 

four mile s--it is nic e to walk at night aft e r cycli;ng during the 

day . Beautiful wa l k and absolu t e l alone i n hills--wou ld t h i nk no 

human oe ing had eve r be en there--only the sheep baaing t o each 

othe r as we pas sed silent ly by on the gree n c lipped grass--sheep 

k eep i t mowed beaut i f ully. 

Next clay we b i ked seve n miles- - had t o _r ac e a storm the last 

three miles --lucki l y down hill so we r ea lly whi zzed ~ Re ached town 

j ust as e l ectrica l s torm br oke and a man in t he bank came out and 

t ool us ove r t o h i s g-ar a8e f or she lter. Started a6a in l ater on 

as the c l ouds sti ll dar k a nd t he c ountryside not t o our liking-­

a l l d irty i ndustr i a l towns; decided to t humb a lorry (truck ) a s 

we ' d hear d other h os t l ers do. ~irs t one we tri ed it on stopped, 

sa i d he ' d ride us to Bradf ord--ab out 05 mile s --roped and padded 

our b i kes an we g ot in t he eab wi th h im a nd were av,ay. Ver y nic e 

young man a nd we had inte r e ..., ting t a lk while hea Slept--a s s oon a s 

she ge ts ins i de some t h ing mov i n_; she fal l s as lee p . Nice for a 



change 1, 0 sit in war ru cab and watch the up hi lls roll by. :But 

~ot tired of it a nd we re g l ad t o get uut and on our fa ithful steeds 

again . It rained some more and there were lots of uphills to walk , 
~ 

but finally , a t the end of a t wo and a ha l f ,\ wa 1k straight up ( :) we 

reached the Youth Hos t el: -"Wood Cot t agert-- lovely p lace on the edg e 

of t he moors , in b ig grounds . House f ather ve r y nice and had 

daughter our age and son a litt le older (we think the i r mother had 

just died as daughter writing hlack edged notes and qu ite sad) . 

We were only h ostlers and very cold, as usual , so vxere invited to 

sit i n ki t c hen by stove (only one f ire i n a hous e as a r u le and 

damp ni.;h ts ) and t a lked with the fami ly a 11 evening- -very int erest­

i ng people and enjoyed toasting our toes on the fe nder--they really 

do have f e nders in f ront of the ir i ires . 

Hext day we had to wa lk up eac h hill and then use our brakes 

d own on other s ide as h i lls very steep and long and the sheep a re 

a l ways in the noad . V!e l i ke sheep better than cows --look more in­

telligent. , have interes ting mar k ings on the ir faces , and look like 

they have long ol a ck stocking s on . They will l o ok up alertly as you 

approach , stand their gr ound till y ou draw near, thens camper a way; 

t he little l amb s always 6et on t he fa r side of the ir mothers , the 

ewes , and peek over their shoulders at you . Some of them baa plain­

t i vely over t e hills _,_. '.:e bike acros s the rolling moors , with t he 

wi nd whi s.tling over them, and the clouds sailint: along- - not a soul 

about- -i t i ·s then , as you coast down a slope , standing up on one 

pedal, that you anso lutely for5et all the hills y ou rve had to push 

up- -it ' s worth a ll of r~sm. ·.,;e think we climbed every peak in 

Eng land ' s eak District , but it g ot better--level--as vm r eached 

Hartington , a village . The youth hostel he re in Harting ton Hall, 
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a beautiful hall built in 1611--the owner is in Indi.a and has loaned 

the house to the Youth Hos1,e 1 k sociation until he may return. Beau­

tifully ca rve d furniture and paneled walls , and leaded windows with 

crests on t hern--love l y garden and t errace els o. Secret passagevr!ly 

(now closed) from t h e ha11 to the church--was used to e scape danger-­

c l a ir,r safety under church roof. 

:11e c:, our haste 1 f ri end from Edinburg h here--the one who paid 

our bus f are to the yout h hostel . 

Biked 11 miles in shower to Tu: ass at Al l Saints in Ashborne. 

Sma ll poor parish but nic e young priest with Oxford Accent. 
,., 

Biked, ate a lot as usual, and s lept in fields , and arrived 

35 miles l a ter at Lichfield. Next hostel about 40 more miles on so 

had to b e con t ent with only 35 miles today . Beauti ful cathedral at 

Lic hfield--both inside and out. Not so go od a Youth Hos t el ~t met 

another Arnerican--Harvard l aw student, and ve ry nice Jritisher. 

'1:a.rden cooked our suppe rs a nd didn ' t g ive us any silverwa re. ·:ent 

to ,:.;et it and s he said hostlers swipe i t so she waan ' t g iving out 

anymore. Here we wera--good meal but no tools. Harvard boy offerred 

to pay ha lf-c rown deposit so v,e finally i:;ot them. Most wardens are 

very interested i n hostlers and will go out of their way for you. 

Americ a n here is worrying ab out food--he eats i n cafes at noon and 

so g ets a 11 three mea ls quite starchy non-vitamin ones , whereas we 

eat raw vegetab l es and fresh fruits at noon at 3:00 P. M. so don't 

mind whatever suppers they have -~usually pork or mutton, boiled po­

tatoes, and funny t oug h to ile <1 cabbage or peas. 

Biked 50 miles to Strat ford-on- Avon next day . ountry get-

ting more l evel, ana can b ike without suede jackets as it's gett ing 

warmer here . Lot of pe ople along the way wis h us "Good Holidays" 

as we cycle by . rrived at Youth Hostel at 3: 15 (hostles don 't open 

till 5 P. b .) but f ound warden and g ot booked in for night, so went 
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o-v:L 
down and to ok motorboat ride along lovely river Avon . past 0n±y Trin-

ity Church and Shakespeare ' s tomb , past lov e l y homes with g orgeous 

gardens fronting the river . ~e stful and inte r e sting ride f or an 

hour-- one shilling . The Youth Hos t el- - b i ,; a nd nic e - -is just three 

door s from Anne athawa y •s beautiful t hatchroofed cottage and gar­

den. After supp er we bi ked to the Shakespeare Memoria l Theatre in 

the ·i:own Ce ntre where we saw Cw ith • f ive othe r hos tlers) a perform­

ance of S ' s "Cariola nus " - - wa nte d to see "Much Ado About Nothing 11 or 

one we knew , but this one was very go od a nd well done . Enjoyed it 

i mmensely--go od balcony seats just 1/3-- one s h i l lincS and thrupence 

t 3 0 f ). All had t o walk our b ikes home as no l amps on them and 

against law to bike vli t hout . At Youth Hoste l v,ardens we r e u p in 

k i t chen with h ot choco l ate f or. a treat for a ll t heatre- goers . 

The.; a r e home l y people anci we c ert a inly enjoyed the surpris e . Had 

t o go ·t o t.1ed with candles . About 20 Danish g irls here . 

Forg ot: At either end or b eginning of theatre , movie , or 

dance, they p l a y •rGod Save the King" and everyone stands in most 

re spectful and rigid sile nc e . 1:ost effective . 

Visited Shakespeare ' s b i rthp lace next day and were away . 

Agreed to me et Bill and Drew--t wo lrishme n--at xford , as we wanted 

to bike different way from what they did . Cycled 50 mi les through 

the Cotswolds trnountain district ), through old St ow- on- the - Wold 

and a long some lovely moors- - with an air s:tation up there - all the 

hangars covere d with 
0
rass t o resemble mJunds,ci£.tld the other ·ouilding" 

c overed wi t h camouflage--to resemb l e the surrounding . 

uxford i s quite a lar6 e and ac t ive city. Grand hostel. Had 

r ea l hot bath in a tub . ·.1arden sv,ell! Good mea ls. Our dorm , called 

ilkington--don 1 t know why . 

!I.le t Bi l l and Drew at Oxford and went through town and walked 

about hoste 1 gar dens wi th t hera . Several Americans here .. 
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Visited beaut i fu l old Christ church Cathe dra l and c ollege. 

Christ Churc h Col leg e is the o l des t and la r .;e st of a. 11 t he Colleges 

of Oxfor d univers ity and has only 300 students enrolle d . 
\ 

Spent next . . wi t h the Iris hmen and t he n were away. Go t 

a lorry r i de a bou t a mile a nd a half out and right into London • 

. Jent t o Hyde Park t o hear ora tors on s oapb oxe s there--went 

with twJ h os tle rs--on e a Ca nadia n Scout lv1a s te r, Next t wo days went 

s i ghtseeing--.Na tiona l Ga lle r y , Bri t ish Mus eum, Cr oydon Aerodrome, 

bus r i des t hr ough Reg ent Stre et, e tc.,--sorne s h opp ing . 

Are a b oard the s teamer "Esb j e r g " for De nmark. 

Lo ve, 

J ud die. 
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