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. ‘eorgia M. Rhoades
2231 California St., NW
Wash., D.C. 20008

Who is % who leaves
The clipped green lawn of logic . . .

SR 7 4 Lol ,<_;.._._......,J-' -
Leaning fragile against & m._.,z:mWT -.é Zuﬂw-@
The towering trunk of her seeking ﬂ‘f’*““"“‘; f e A D fszh p
Wavering, dissolving Kepenng a2l Loth, closwsoverlyplic

In the green-orange light of the after-shower . . .

atrwtd Sut in the peach light early
Poking her willow switch
Into a hole in the meadow mist

(To catch God creating)

Thrusting her hands in the damp earth
Wiping her thoughts on the ribbon grass
Listening, heart cocked,

To change in the Breataing of nebulae

w edges of Mm

Up over lost ones, drawing
Their perigee down to her warmth . . .

But she will return in the aoraiag

Mysteriously ggﬁ_m the pear light IZ,.,@,_L-&?_ I L, _‘_‘,é{__/m_/_vzjﬁd Sregic
Waiting, for him to reach her, over TP Aty poffp i Fon Koy

The smooth green lawn of his logic.

G. M. Rhoades



Searching in the naves
And down the lengthening aisle

Smelling the incense, flowers
Measuring the standing hours

Lookin§ for warmth by candle power
Wrapped in words
By sermon and by book

Trying to capture
Inadvertent, hasty look

Deceived by painted stained glass
Stopped by human look-alikes

(Keep me from pride
Of having to test every piece!)
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GROVER A. WHALEN, ]JR.

Dear Miss Rhoades:

We regret to report that the enclosed did not pass the
Editorial Board. The following comment, which you requested,
is offered for what it is worth but is not to be considered
complete or finally authoritative criticism.

One critic wisely stated that the poet treats the common-

glace, butfmust do so uncommonly. The uncommon treatment,

owever, does not lie in technicalities of versification but
in freshness of observation and emotional communication. In
"A Girl's Last Summer," we do not think you are briﬁﬁng that
type of observation or communication to the lines. The beach
scenes are described gccurately enough, but the statements are
coldly factual. Possibly we are wrong but seemingly no signif-
icance for general readers is derived from the possessives ap=-
plied to the cove. The concluding statement, where a poem
should be strongest tapers off into a statement which is rath-
er a tru¥sm since children frequently do not want to go homel
You here are the observer, whereas we maintain the poet should
emotionally be involved, and then involve her readers.

A small point: but is there anything in "Washington Sum-
mer's Night" which would not be equally true of many other lo-
calities? Most of what you havehere is descriptive but no
particulaﬁmvod comes through, although apparently you are at-
tempting to establish one. Perhaps one of the difficulties
lies in vour choice of addressing readers. And if you are to
bring in the sycamore, isn't "mermaid" rather out of order?

(A dryad would be more likely.) Basically what we can report
here is in line with the preceding paragraph.

Naturally this 1s written solely from a desire to help you
form some guide to our method of appraising poetry and we trust
it will be read in the light of our intention.

Sincerely yours, .
\Qflbufﬁqézg~4d¢1ib’“'“L‘ %
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Georgia M. Rhoades
2231 California St., NW

Wash., D.C.

20008

FEMININE ENDING OF KNOWING

Who is she who leaves
The clipped green lawn of logic . . .

Leaning fragile against
The towering trunk of her seeking
Wavering, dissolving

In the green-orange light of the after-shower . .

She's out in the peach light early
Poking her willow switch
Into a hole in the meadow mist

(To catch God creating)

Thrusting her hands in the damp earth
Wiping her thoughts on the ribbon grass
Listening, heart cocked,

To change in the breathing of nebulae

Pulling the edges of darkness
Up over the lost ones, drawing
Their perigee down to her warmth . . .

But she will return in the morning
Mysteriously soft in the pear light
Waiting, for him to reach her, over
The smooth green lawn of his logic.

G. M. Rhoades





