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Hi my name is Ariana Jeske and I am interviewing Mr~Lindberg. Today' s date is 
December 27. The interview will focus on him being a superintendent at National Mine 
School. 

Me: Where and when were you born? 

Mr. Lindberg: I was born in Ishpeming, December,20 1926. 

Me: What is your full name? 

Mr. Lindberg: Kenneth D. Lindberg 

Me: Who were your parents? 

Mr. Lindberg: My mother's name was Matilda Austin, and my father's name was Edward 
W. Lindberg.(?) 

Me: Who are your siblings? 

Mr. Lindberg: I have one brother, still living, whose name is Walter and two deceased 
sisters, Edna and Doris (?) and a deceased brother Austin. 

Me: Where did you live when you grew up? 

Mr. Lindberg: I lived in Ishpeming, city of Ishpeming. 

Me: When did you become the superintendent at National Mine? 

Mr. Lindberg: I think 1964. 

Me: Did you have any other careers before that? 

Mr. Lindberg: I worked through my high school years in a grocery store. In college years 
I worked in a clothing store, and in the summers I worked for the Heisman 
and Mike(?) Construction Company. Then I worked for CCI for a couple 
years. 

Me: What duties did your job consist of? 

Mr. Lindberg: You mean superintendent? 

Me: Yes. 

Mr. Lindberg: The superintendent oversees the entire school district, professional and 
nonprofessional staff both. 
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Me: Describe an average day as a superintendent. 

Mr. Lindberg: Well I'd always get to work before others would get there to get things 
going. So I'd get to work the latest 7: 15 and I worked till around 5. I felt it 
was the superintendent' s job to be there when things were taking place 
and be there when teachers had problems. 

Me: How were unruly children disciplined? 

Mr. Lindberg: The main way of was contact the parents and let them what was going on 
in school, and if it was very serious have them come up and talk to them in 
person, otherwise a phone conversation most of the time clear up the 
problem. It was different 20 or 30 years ago. 

Me: Who do remember the most from your career? 

Mr. Lindberg: Well, I wouldn' t say there is anyone who stands out I enjoyed my position 
as superintendent , it gave you a chance to oversee the curriculum and 

make 
changes that would be for the best of the children, you were on top of what 
happened in the classroom and the overall picture, and the student 
progressing through the school. 

Me: Were there any special programs at National Mine? 

Mr. Lindberg: The outstanding program they were noted for was the musical that the 
music teacher put on. That was the outstanding thing that everyone talked 
about with National Mine school district. Oh thats where those marvelous 
plays are at Christmas time. 

Me: How many children were at National Mine during your career? 

Mr. Lindberg:! think I have it written down, in 1957 when I first started out there as a 
teacher\prinicipal there were 286. My last year as superintendent there was 
3 77 so there was an increase of population during that time. 

Me: How many teachers were employed at National Mine? 

Mr. Lindberg: At that time they' rel2 teachers. 

Me:What do you remeber most about being a superintendent at National Mine? 

Mr. Lindberg:Well the thing I remember most is in a small school district there' s more 
the 



parents are closer to the school and more intrested in what's happening to 
their children, so I believe that was the reason. 

Me: Is there anything you would change about being a superintendent during 
your career? 

Mr. Lindberg: In the larger part(?) the lack of money to do the things that you wanted to 
do. So what you do is budget and plan to accomplish things with out 
having the resources that you need 

Me: How did National Mine change during your career? 

Mr. Lindberg:Well in population the township changed it became there was growth in 
the south end of Tilden School District. The Tilden School District 
combined (?) with Ely School District, those children came from National 
Mine School, and that area grew quite rapidly, with the increasment 
of students we had more money to operate. 

Me: What year did you retire? 

Mr. Lindberg:! retired in 1988, from the NICE School District.That would have been1 11. b C:01t 501 ,' Jc;1.,f-
when National Mine, Champion, Ishpeming Township,and Ely merged.> WQS l 'l 7 4 

Me:What degrees do you hold to be able to be a superintendent? 

Mr. Lindberg:What grade? 

Me:What degrees? 

Mr.Lindberg: You have to have a masters degree in education. 

Me: When did you graduate from high school? 

Mr. Lindberg:In 1945. 

Me: What college did you attend? 

Mr. Lindberg:! attended Northern Michigian University, Central Michigan Universtity, 
Eastern Illionos University, Michigian State Universtiy, and the University 
of Michigan. 

Me: How has public opinoin of educators changed? 

Mr. Linberg:Public opinion of educators I think is that people do not respect thier 
educators as they previously had because people are wanting a fall guy to 
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blame educations problems on when many problems of education stem from 
the home and parental control. If you don't have parental control how can 
you have control in high school of the children and other children, it is 
relative to how you can disipline them. 

Me: How have methods of administration changed? 
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