
Andy Vafiamaa.__ 

I interviewed Paul Vahamaa 

Tfie cfate ofmterv1ew Decem6er 8,""!99-8_ 

Me: What i's 'your full name and why were you named it? 

P-au[My fiiTrname is Parif-Ciiarfes Valiamaa Sr. roonT imow wliy my mom name~e 

that. I guessed she liked it. My middle name Charles is named after my mother's dad his 

name was Charles Saari. The reason..it .is.S.L is b~ I.have a son Paul Charles 

Vahamaa Jr. 

lvre: Wnen were you 6orn anaw~ 

Paul:I was born September 22, 1952 in the Twin City hospital, which was at thanime 

focatecfffi Negaunee andTdon"f lmow wliere ii is focatecf6.iit, tfiat is wfiat Iruive ~een 

told. 

Me:How oicr"are yoo'.l. ~ 

Paul:I am 46 years and 3 months he stuhers. 

Me:Do you rememoer your family · dis.cussing wadcfeveots ancfpolitfcsT 

I 



Pau[The..onty. p.oiiFcs tfiat I"fecattwas w6o tliey waufiioe votiiig foe lnJ.he_pr~tial 

elections and mostly at that time were strictly democrats so they basically voted fof\the 

democratic:. p_arty . . 

Paul:Now world events yOU:::Said. 

Pauf:N6.tillfill¥.majac events just major happening.s like the ~the pop~pe 

the 23 I believe. My mom made her comments because it was on TV that I got to go tol 

furieralitwas. a... When you see when the Jahn Kennedy assassination and.Tunera[~~s a 

humongous event in the world that we brought TVs in to school cause we didn't ha~e 

cfos.ectciicu.iliefevision in sc6aotwatcbfog it 6ap12_ening live oappeniog and:~V. 

The persessions and the funeral and all of that. Important events and Martin Luther Iting 

attenc[iL Then. there. is. a jal<e about we caulcfta)R: about it 



Me:ffciw was_ tlie... wotlddiffetent ta you then it was now? 
----

I 

Paul:How is it different well let's see? The TV changed everything to what when I was 

growing ng tlie.Tv·was in 6Taclc in white, no color, we only...bad one station, where___~e 
\ 

live now it is sort of in the sticks we didn't have cable television. Ifwe went to my au1it's 

tktefeilisifuLa.ncfU1e medias and: att the electrnnic agencies changed the teciihak1~0 

rapidly. 20 years ago they talked about a computer that was the size of a room & nowland 

days. yau.can..fiitliem...i.n-1.lie...galfu afyam bands Sa you don't realize tna.LiL~hat 

far that fast. Sarne with Space exploration you thought well I would send a man into \ 

outer:-space_aru:t.y.our lix'e it wanldnever bappen in yam lifetime we also watcfied:th__l in 

school. Now they are building a space station with the Russians nobody would ever think 

tnat gassilffe e.vealff~e.ars___~. 

Me: What were your favorite childhood gal es? 

P-aul:'M:¥ Iaiiorife.cbilcffiaad games? I et's see we bad kids arannd the same age s_o-4t 

summertime we religiously play baseball everyday. We spend a lot of time out at N~rth 

La.Ke. fieliliiutlie. nou.se.._ We..1Went ta Oiacite I ake with neighbors Wha.Lw.as..tli.e.~ion 

again?'" · 4 
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M""e.:...Wfiat are your..fa.voriie cliitdoaad games? --.... __ 

Paul:In the fall we play football & in the winter we played basketball and sometimes we 

waurd··go skating fii toe cink 6y am fiause ac we went up_ ta Oiarite Jake and··skatect, ere 

their was a flooded area. Sometimes we went to Ishpeming to ice skate or the ice rink a t 

the (ili,ygrounds · m the sprrngtime 7 dy. 
Me:Did you do skiing? 

toboggan sTide::.hut, w~ didn't have a toboggan but w:e could rent one_ We'-atfeQtied 

basketball games in Diorite for the gradeschool. Highschool, we went to their game~ we 

afs0-went ta.lhoiliall. ~~--

~\ 
Me:Did you participate in any sports? 

Patil Yes just in_grade school. Basketball teams where. you have 5th and 6ttr _gt1t~ers 

~etntt tmd·yoo have .7th .anti -8itr-graders were combined. We.played team~like -

ctia.mgion,J~ficliigaroroe, Sf Talibs, Negaunnee St Paul anctotlier sroattscliaat'i· ~hat. 

We didn't play Phelps or Aspen Ridge because obviously it wasn' t there. We played · 

NahoilatMtoe ancto.tl'iec scfiaais ib Mim1!:'ette We didn't Qlll¥.Gwinn~ Gtavecal in 



Miir@ette. Tliey didriTna¥e-mottialI foams in grade scfioat To liigb' sclfoofm.y_pa.r____,ts 

wouldn't let me play football because they thought we were too far out of town. Foo ball 

was_Qre1t¥-mucfi toe sport furaotedfo l,llil¥.- Ldido't tcy.aut foe basketbat[6ecause r,· n't 

feel like I could make it. That is about all I did. 

Me:. Wlliitkirii:t:of cbares did y~e? 

Paul:I had to saw up boards with a bucksaw for sauna wood because we· didn't have a 

cfiafrisaw f1iac[to..stackt6em io toe wood sbed Io the faff we w0u)d gp wiffi"my da.ctf1d 

chop down lumber. We would go in his truck and brought back firewood. We would ~aw 

them...up.;.-w~cLsglif em_We te1: tfiem dry fur a wfiile Ioeo we 6aulect~the 

basement. Then we cut boughs for brave blankets and we got money for that. aodd 

the grass some but not very much. I had to do dishes. On Saturdays we had beat the gs. 

paul:I was probably about 18 yr. Old. 

Me:Wnat didy01Lusua.Il.y where io Scboo)? 

s 



Paut:WlliclL·one_Higb Schaal OLC'TJ:ade Scb_ool? 

l 
Me:Both 

~e:-Woat cu,ryou..nsuaffy wear to scboo)? Descrihe it. ...___ -

Paul:In grade school we could wear jeans but it could not be ripped. We had to decent 

cfd.tfies yon COI.ilit_wear sweat sTfftts and t-sbicts we didn't have a11 a£~ t-

shirts. ~ 

even_wear..j:eans_except for btack or white ieans WP. couldn't wear blu.e.Jeans.-..In~uld 

also be dress pants. You had to wear shirts or sweaters. Your shirts had to be tucked iJ . 

swiin...iiLQP-O[riakedbecause, we crnddn't affard swimsuits Tater in_~ool 

ordered nylon swimsuits for the boys. Girls had nylon swimsuits all the time. ~ 

~~701? 
P-au[Wlienrwent to dionJe we rocfP: a bus 

same_btis..l:itit a diffetent time__ _ 

Wben.Lwevt tn liigli scliOotW,lhe 



MO"IJlirjrou ever get ma\? 

I 

Paul: You know I did once. : 

~ What-is-her name? 

-------

I 
Paul:Nancy .K. Nelson Vahamaa. 

Me"How rnaey cliilOien 7ve? 
Paul:I had 3 children. 

Me:_W~ti-their-~? 
"-._, 

Paul:Paul, Stacie, and Jdy. 

M"e~Wiia.tJiliictofjobs dicf"yau b~? 

Paul: When I was in grade school my parent didn't have a lot of spending money so my 

dad·was a miner, a lumberjack that was my , ob. 

Me: Wliat' is your career_righ[now'Z _ 
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Pau[Fm a miii.eI: fhave beeo io tfie mioe foe 2 S yr_ I started out...a labarec ~ the 

equipment in the pit. Now I am a repair maintenance where he works in the plant and ~ 

worfum_tfie. QU~ 

Me:How did you decide on a cari er? 

P--auf:.Ilie_neigfibac guy asKed me ·ifl was tryiogta get iota tbe mioe aod I's,aid:¥es.....~ell 

you just keep barking at them in the mine and eventually I did get a job. \ 

Me'~are_ y,ct? 
i 

P-aw:r-1 m utii ti:foot t0-.u.aUL.I.-LlroL.L· y,_ .... co1..1.i~l dU.Jc ..... e ...... oL.-.L<B .... 11 ..... t ..uibLLle ...... i ...... c .um ..... a ..... 1 ..... be .... c~l ..... e .... ts:ui .... b ..... e.um .... ~ 1 it 
I 

Me:How long do you have to work each day? 

I'aiil'.81li'.anis.allwewere allowed to work bot, sometimes we.were..allow1be 

16 hr. a day. · 

MO'Wlieii.do:.yoILpla7re? 

Paul:Well I plan to retire in 5 yr. 

Me:fS:tiiefr_an..yone..wlicLc6aoged·yam life? 



PauINcion.e tnat.Tcan tbfnl(ofcigbt o~w. 

', 
I 

I 

Me:How did technology change over the years past? 

P-ai.Jl'Weirt1ie-c.omQutecs you Rnow changed from filling up one rnom..ta.li.tting..ih_~our 

hands. When I was young we had TVs in black and white and now you have color f V 

sets._wifli_~teTTil:e cfisfies_witff999:"c6annels New things ace coming out ta n21ickfo~ the 

economy to change. 

Me:Ir~im cautcfg0 back ib time what would you cha~e? 

Paul:I like to be in the Roman gods era. 

Me:mcryou seoiriinJc~-¥7en? 

Paul:I spoiled all of my children. 

I 

Paul:About 10-12. But 6 were in the Tilden mine the same job that I own now. 

M"e: Wnfonjofi·ma·.·yau keep_ toe longest? 
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Pautn:was.aU!iliTITdeb mibe Twas there fur \ yr. 

I 

Me:In the neighbor you lived in was it a poor one? 

JTaittlLwas.a mia-<:tr,; class society with good Qayingjohs with families 1•ch 

other. 

M""e:Wliai.do you fike to cr,r ib yam SQ_are ti.rn:~? 

Paul: Sit around my pool and go swimming in my pool and I like to sauna and I like to 

snowshoe. in..tfie-winter. 

Me:What did you used to do when you were a child? 

Paiil We.slie.d:.&. . .'sno_w~!e. 

' 

Me:How did you meet your wife? 

P-ai.IT:Tm.et.fiet:. aL~y, . 

Me:Db'. you_rememtier .bearing about the Ed round Eitzgeadd?. · 



Pit'uT: Y eaJi I do. 

Me: Where did you go to s~l ol? 

P-auI:EfrsLf_w.ent..to..Diacite and::tlfen r went ta IshQ_eroing high scQ_0ol. 

\ 
Me: When did you get my first car? 

P-auLWheh.I goLm_yJirstjab When T s 19. 

Me: What kind was it? 

PiiiJLft . .wa.s..Che¥y-No~a 

'1 
Me:How many children were in your family. 

Me:Do you remember wlrr? 
PaW:My·:momJ6.sf.Zbcatoecs in WWU My father :was in Emorre and one ofois ~ers 

died. My father was shot in his hand and in his leg. ~ 

Me:Were_you e.vec in_the Vietnam war? 

JI 



P-iiutrf._yciu_:w:filfilLtin__cailage you were autaroatica)]y gut io tbe draft ·:rry~er 

was.. Q_icke.d:.you .. were in.t:J:ili__w:ar.. T uckiJ~me..Jil¥ ourober wa.sn..:t picked:.." ~ · · . -~ 

IV 


