
SPORTS
Six individual victories earned 
the NMU Women's Track and 
Field team second place at 
the Tiffelberg Open.

►  See PAGE 12

FEATURES
The man behind the ice beard 
tells of how surfing in the 
Upper Peninsula has shaped 
his life.

»  See PAGES 8 & 9
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Tim Eggert/NW
N M U  President Fritz Erickson explains details  o fth e S R A  Im ple m en ta tio n  Task Force Report to  th e  Board o fT ru s te e sa t its Decem ber m e e tin g . Accord­

ing to  th e  ITF report, pre lim inary  im plem enta tion  plans will be in place by July 1 and presented to  th e  BOT fo r approval a t its July m eeting.

SRA transform ation plans due soon
B y Akasha Khalsa 

&  T im  Eggert 

contributing writer 
& editor-in-chief

A  crucial deadline set by 

N M U ’s Strategic R esource Al­

location (SRA) Im plem entation  

Task Force (ITF) is rap id ly  ap ­

proaching.

A cadem ic transfo rm ation  plans 

for program s in Q uin tile  4— rec­

o m m en d  transform ation  w ith re­

vised resources as ap propria te—  

m ust be tu rn ed  into A cadem ic 

Affairs by M ay 1.

“T h e  bias is to accep t the  m a­

jo rity  o f  the recom m endations,” 

Provost and  Vice P resident for

Academ ic Affairs K erri Schuiling 

said. “This is a  very faculty-driven 

process.”

T h e  academ ic transfo rm a­

tion proposals will be reviewed 

by President Fritz Erickson and  

th e  IT F  in one-on-one meetings 

w ith  the departm ent h e a d  a n d / 

o r  associate dean overseeing the 

program . S upport transform ation 

plans are currently in th e  process 

o f  being subm itted an d  reviewed.

U n it managers o f  program s 

in Q uintile 3— recom m end  con­

tinuing w ith reduced resources—  

provided proposals in M arch  o f 

w here and  how they p la n  to re­

duce their budgets.
“T his [the SRA process] defi­

nitely was not cu t-driven ,” Vice

President for F inance an d  A d­

m inistration G avin L each  said.

T he in ten t o f  the  IT F  is no t to 

purely cu t costs by cu tting  pro ­

gram s, bu t to  co m b in e  o r alter 

program s, Leach said.

Com prised o f all vice presi­

dents, the  dean o f  students, the 
associate provost a n d  th e  assistant 

vice president for b u d g et a n d  fi­

nance, the IT F  com posed  the 

report after review ing the recom ­

m endations suggested by the A ca­

dem ic a n d  S upport T ask  Forces 

in  their reports, respectively. O f  

the 607 recom m endations p ro ­
vided by thq task forces, the  IT F  

accepted  569. N o s tu d en t funded 
program s were reco m m en d ed  for 

transform ation.

Erickson presented the first 
draft o f  the SRA IT F  R eport to 

the Board o f Trustees (B O T) at its 
D ecem ber meeting.

“W e’ve m ade som e p re tty  sig­

nificant recom m endations to help 

o u r students be as b roadly  and  

diversely educated as they pos­

sibly can,” Erickson sa id  in D e­

cember. “We believe em pow ering 

o u r students is a  cen tra l aspect o f 

the entire SRA  process. T h e  m ore 

we can em power o u r students to 

m ake the kind o f educational d e ­

cisions tha t they w an t, we think 

the quality o f  their education  a n d  
the opportunities after g radua tion  

will continue to ex p an d .”

See SRA • Page 2

Israeli historian talks conflict, one and two-state solutions
B y A kasha Khalsa 

contributing writer

O n  the eve o f Israel’s election, 

Benny M orris, often called  the 

leading  historian o f the  A rab-Is- 

raeli conflict in the M id d le  East, 

lectured  and held  a discussion on  

the 1948 A rab-Israeli W ar an d  

the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.

T h e  event, held in  Reynolds 

R ecital H all from 7:00 to  9:00 

p .m . on  M onday, A pril 9 , was p u t 

on by the C en ter for A cadem ic 

an d  Intellectual F reedom  (CAIF) 

an d  th e  Jew ish S tudent U nion .

“ I t’s im portan t for us to  host 

him , because he’s so m eone w ho 

symbolizes, in  his w ork  a n d  his

career, the courage o f  speaking 

up even w hen people w a n t to shut 

you dow n,” English professor and  

C A IF  D irector G ab rie l Brahm  

said. “We have to be ab le  to  talk 

ab o u t controversial th ings in 

ways tha t are controversial 

to  some.”

M orris’ scholarship j 

on  the conflict has in 

the past often called f%A 
into question the 

standard  under- H g  

standing o f other 

scholars. Today he still 

finds him self som ew hat 

in opposition w ith his 

colleagues in academ ia.

“T h e  extreme left in

the Israeli universities am ong  the 

faculty now  te n d  to  th ink  in 

i te rm s o f  a  solution to 

the  Israeli-Palestinian 

i conflict w ith  a  one- 

state so lu tion , in  o ther 

. words essentially dis- 

Y  ca rd in g  the Zionist 

\  Jew ish  natu re  o f

Israel and  tu rn ing  it in to  a  b ina­

tional state, with w h ich  I don’t 

ag ree because I th ink  the idea 

o f  a  Jewish state was m oral and  

correct,” M orris said, w ho  has al­

ways considered h im se lf a  propo­

n en t o f a  two-state solution.

A  large theme d u rin g  the dis­

cussion was the issue o f  moral 

h igh ground in the  A rab-Israeli 

conflict. O ne student asked M or­

ris if  Israel should righ tly  be seen 

as the oppressor.

“I don’t  accept y our definition 

o f  Israel as an oppressive society,” 

M orris said in  response. “I under­

s tand  you d o n ’t like Israel.”

See TALK • Page 2

Preliminary 
hearing to be 
held for man 
accused of 
serial criminal 
sexual conduct

B y T im  Eggert 

editor-in-chief

Following a  p ro b ab le  cause 

conference W ednesday, the 

m an accu sed  o f se ria l crim i­

nal sexual co n d u c t on  the 

cam pus o f N M U  a n d  in  the 

city o f  M arq u ette  w ill ap p e a r 

in  district co u rt for a  p re lim i­

nary  h ea rin g  nex t w eek.

C aleb  S co tt A nderson , 

19, o f  M arq u ette  faces sev­

en  counts o f  fo u rth -d eg ree  

crim inal sexual co n d u c t.

A nderson  was released 

from  M arq u e tte  C o u n ty  Jail 

M arch  25 o n  a  p e rso n a l re­

cognizance b o n d  o f  $5 ,000 .

O n  M arch  21, h e  w as a r ­

rested on  a  w a r ra n t fo r a n  ad ­

ditional c o u n t o f  fo u rth -d e ­

gree crim in a l sexual co n d u c t 

after he  w as a rra ig n e d  the 

sam e day u p o n  six co u n ts  o f 

fo u rth -degree c rim in a l sexual 

conduct in the  9 6 th  D istric t 

C ourt.

T h e  six coun ts involved 

separate  victim s a n d  took 

p lace in  A ugust 2 018  and 

Jan u ary , F ebru ary  a n d  M arch  

in  M a rq u e tte  C o u n ty , Ju d g e  

R oger K an g as  sa id  a t  th e  a r ­

ra ignm ent.

E ach  o f the  six co u n ts  is 

a  h ig h -c o u rt m isd e m ea n o r 

pun ishab le  by up to  tw o  years 

in ja il, a  fine o f  n o t  m ore 

than $500, o r  b o th .

A ccording  to  a  M a rc h  15 

press release from  M arq u e tte  

C oun ty  P ro se cu tin g  A tto r­

ney M atth ew  W iese, A n d er­

son allegedly w o u ld  “run  

up  to  unsusp ec tin g  w om en, 

g rab  them  on  th e ir  buttocks 

against th e ir  w ill a n d  run  

away.”

A nderson’s p re lim in a ry  

hea ring  is sch ed u led  for 2 

p.m . on  A pril 17.
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Photo courtesy of Richard Hamilton
N M U 's  Marching Band stands on  th e  ice o f  th e  Berry Events C e n te r during a hockey gam e against Lake  Superior S ta te . T h e  marching band  is using A S N M U -fund ed  C at Cleats.

B y K elsii Kyto 

news editor

As the tail end o f  w inter con­

tinues, students are still looking for 

ways to amuse themselves am ongst 
the cold weather a n d  snow. Af­

te r ASNM U collaborated w ith 
the O utdoor Recreation C enter 

(ORC), students can now  safely 

w ander outside in the w inter w ear­
ing “C at Cleats,” w hich are ice 

cleats that students can check out 

for free.

A SN M U  Student Affairs Board 

m em ber Richard H am ilton  found 

the cleats in the A S N M U  office 

one day after moving som e things 

around. They were purchased 

about 4  o r 5 years ago, and  were 
used previously to prom ote AS­

NM U. However, there w as no in­

ventory for the cleats o r  a  checkout 

process to verify that people using 
them  were current students.

“I t  was obvious this w ould need 

m ore structure if it was going to be 
a  resource that could be effectively 

utilized by all the students and not 
become a money d rain  for ASN­

M U,” Hamilton said.

After attending the W ildcat Well­
ness H ealth Fair last year, Hamilton 

began the project w hen students 

talking to O R C  staff expressed in­

terest in using ice cleats. W hen the 

O R C  staff com m ented that they 
d idn’t have any, H am ilton decided 

to step in and bring up  th e  cleats he 

found in ASNM U’s office.
“T h e  staff at the O R C  table 

were pretty stunned by this and so I

asked if they thought it  would be a t 

all possible if we could partner up  

an d  have the O R C  distribute these 
through a  check o u t basis whilst

to  purchase better cleats, wrote a 

proposal on why th e  O R C  should 
keep the deats in  its departm ent 

an d  finalized the contract between

The program  is a great way fo r 

students to  stay active during the 

w inter m onths.

— Richard Hamilton 
ASNMU Student Affairs Board member

promoting A SN M U  in re tu rn ,” 

Hamilton said.

Hamilton then drafted  a  budget

the O R C  and ASNM U.

Roughly 40 students have used 
the program  so far, including the

marching b and  when they  m arched 

on  the ice during a  hockey game, 
Hamilton said.

“T he program  is a  g re a t way for 

students to stay active during  the 

w inter m onths when th e re  is a  lot 

o f  snow and ice on the trails that 

make them  difficult to trek,” H am ­

ilton said, adding tha t th e  ice caves 

a re  a  great place to p u t the cleats 

to use.

T he cleats can  also easily accom­

modate large groups o f  people, 

H am ilton said.

“I really hope students utilize this 

so that they m ay safely enjoy the 
trails all year long,” H am ilton  said.

Cat Cleats are free to  ren t out for 

u p  to three days a t the  O R C  in  the 

PEIF. Students must have their uni­

versity EDs.

ASNMU and ORC bring free ice cleats to NMU
HASHOIM NS3KT80M W

-----  TALK ------
Continued from Page 1

T h e  discussion w as p assion ­

a te , a n d  the s tu d e n t in te rlo c u ­

to r  left, b u t B rah m  w as  p leased  

to  have som e v ie w p o in t d iversi­

ty  p resen t a t the le c tu re  on  this 

“ in h e ren tly  d ifficu lt” top ic .
“ I th ink  it ’s im p o r ta n t  b e ­

cause N o rth e rn  s tu d e n ts  a re  

very  ca ring , th o u g h tfu l in d i­

viduals, a n d  the c o n f l ic t in the  

M iddle  E ast is o n e  th a t  we all 

n eed  to  be c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t ,” 
B rah m  said.

A  n u m b e r o f  s tu d e n ts  a n d  

faculty  w ere  p re s e n t an d  c o n ­

tr ib u ted  to  a  lively q u e s tio n  an d  

answ er session.

“C o u ld  they  f in d  Israel on  

a  m ap? I ca n  te ll y o u , w h en  I 

teach  m y course in  Is rae li li te ra ­

tu re , I ask th em  b e fo re  an y th in g  

to  look a t a m a p  to  give m e 

so m eth in g  you know . L ist som e 

th ings you know  a b o u t Israel,

a n d  I ’ve h ad  answ ers  like ‘O h  

isn’t  it th a t co u n try  w here the 
w om en  are  co vered  in  black? 

O h  no, w ait, th a t ’s Iraq , or 

som eth ing  like th is. I ’m  sorry, 

I d o n ’t know  a b o u t Israel,’” 

B rah m  said a b o u t N M U  s tu ­

d en ts, add ing  th a t th e re  is cer­

ta in ly  “room  to  grow .”

M any  a tten d e es  expressed 

th e ir  apprec ia tio n  th a t  M orris 

ca m e  to M a rq u e tte  to  present 

his research a n d  an sw er th e ir  

questions.

“ I thou g h t th a t  i t  w as  a  very  

in te res tin g  ta lk  o n  cam pus 

ab o u t the in tricac ie s  o f  the Ar- 
ab -Israeli C o n flic t,”  freshm an 

g en e ra l university  s tu d ie s  m a jo r 

G reg  M ihalopou los  said afte r 
the  p resen ta tio n . “ I t  ta u g h t m e a  

lo t th a t I p reviously  d id n ’t know, 

an d  it showed m e h o w  deep  the 

e th n ic  an d  relig ious tensions in 

th e  a re a  are. I t ’s so m eth in g  th a t 

from  a th ird -p e rso n  p e rsp ec ­

tive we can n ev e r rea lly  get an  

id e a  of.”

----  SRA -----
Continued from Page 1

A ccording to  its  report, d ie  

IT F  recom m ends five A cadem ­

ic T ransfo rm ation  Initiatives: 

“diversifying th e  academ ic ex­

perience; m erge general uni­

versity studies in to  two degrees; 

review all secondary  educa­

tion program s a n d  determ ine 

d e m a n d / n e e d / a l i g n m e n t ;  

create tw o n ew  colleges: H o n ­

ors College a n d  the C ollege 

o f  G rad u ate  S tudies an d  R e­

search an d  res truc tu re  N o rth ­

e rn ’s academ ic organizational 

structure.”
To im plem ent th e  first in itia­

tive, the  IT F  ca lls  for requ ir­

ing fewer c re d it h o u r requ ire ­

ments for m ajo rs an d  bachelor 

degrees and  discontinuing  a 

m inor as a  g rad u a tio n  requ ire ­

m ent, th ough  s tudents will still 

have th e  op tion  to  choose one.

“By reorganizing , it’s m uch 

m ore efficient for students,”

Schuiling said o f the  academic 

restructuring “It’s  m u c h  more 

understandable a n d  th e  cam­

pus as a  whole u n derstands it 

better.”

T h e  report also suggests 10 

S upport T ransfo rm ation  Ini­

tiatives, including: “ redefine 

the role o f  the M ulticultural 
Education and R esource C en­

ter in  supporting N orth ern ’s 

university-wide d iversity  an d  

inclusion effort; develop an 

enlianced advising an d  stu­

dent-faculty m en to rin g  model; 

restructure N o rth e rn ’s interna­

tional student services, recruit­

m ent and  activities, as  well as 

internationally re la ted  faculty 

activities.”

According to th e  IT F  report, 

prelim inary im plem entation  

plans will be in p lace  by  July 1 

and presented to  th e  B O T  for 

approval a t its Ju ly  meeting.

All SR A  reports a re  available 

at n m u .e d u /sra.
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STUDENTORG

Marquette is known for many natural wonders, from lakes, 
rivers, trails, forests and geological wonders. NMU’s Rock and 
Mineral Club is a student organization that explores the geol­
ogy of Marquette an d  surrounding areas such as the Keweenaw 
Peninsula and Alger County. The organization focuses on die 
history of die geological features that are in our own back­
yard. Rock and Mineral Club President Alexis Ashcroft, junior 
environmental studies and sustainability major said she joined 
the dub  as a  way to  get out and explore Marquette during her 
freshman year. “It grew into what 1 looked forward to the most 
at the end of the week, and I  have met many of my dose friends 
through the club,” Ashcroft said. During the fail semester. Rock 
and Mineral Club members take trips to various locations in die 
area to collect samples o f  different types of rocks and minerals 
and die members focus on a rock and mineral sale fundraiser 
and try to take trips, weather permitting. Participation is free 
and is open to anyone. Interested students should contact die 
organization’s Vice-President Heather SUvola at hsilvolat&nmu. 
edu for more information.

Want to see your org. nominated for the spotlight? 
E-mail news.northwind@gmail.com.

W E IR D  N E W S

Remember back in elementary school when your science 
teacher would have you stand in a little plastic tub o f soapy 
water then dip in a hula-hoop and raise it up to your head put­
ting you in your very own bubble? It would usually ju st last one 
split-second before popping, but it would still leave youngsters 
in awe o f the wonders of science. Well, North Carolina’s Steven 
Langley broke the Guiness Book of World Records record for 
“putting the most number of people in a soap bubble in 30 sec­
onds” on Saturday at the Huntersville Arts & Cultural Center. 
Langley was able to put 13 people in individual bubbles within a 
30-second time frame. This isn’t the only world record Langley 
has broken. His other world records include most paddle balls 
controlled simultaneously by a person (7); longest hanging chain 
of soap bubbles (35) and most people making bubbles with 
garland wands simultaneously (317). This bubble record awards 
Langley seven record-breaking titles.

WEIRDER N E W S

Are our house cats smarter than we think? W hether it be 
Mittens or something more nontraditional like Barbra, a new 
study suggests tha t cats can respond to the sound o f their own 
name. According to a researcher in Tokyo, cats do not associate 
meaning to their names but the sound of their name takes on a 
meaning. They often get attention or treats after hearing their 
names so the sound becomes special, even if they do not under­
stand that it refers to their identity. Some cat owners are not the 
slightest surprised by these new findings, but it is the  first time 
scientific research has concluded it as well.

— Compiled from news sources

A w alk through history
Director and Curator of the NMU Beaumier 

Heritage Center to give historical tour of campus

By N ate Jacobs 

contributing writer

While students are shuffling off 
to class, heads down and phones 
out, they often look past some of 
the beautiful, historic buildings 
on campus. Director and Curator

of the NMU Beaumier Heritage 
Center Daniel Truckey hopes 
to change that with his tour of 
campus, “Walking Through the 
Past: 70 Years o f  Architecture at 
NMU.”

The tour will take place from 1 
to 3 p.m. this Saturday, April 13, 
and will begin at Cohodas Hall.

Designed to heighten students 
awareness about the history of

campus, Truckey wants students 
to appreciate N orthern’s campus 
and how its history has changed 
throughout the years.

“They will learn a  lot about the 
history of Northern,” Truckey 
said. “Not only the past 70 years, 
but the past 120 years.”

The tour will start a t Cohodas 
Hall, located on the east side of 
campus, and will tour almost the 
entirety of the school ending at 
the New Science building. Along 
the way, Truckey will highlight 
die significance and history of the 
buildings, including Lee Hall, the 
oldest structure on campus.

With a rich campus history, 
NMU, features many buildings

advancing on becoming eligible 
to be on the National Historic 
Register, and others have been 
designed by well known archi­
tects. Alden B. Dow, a  nationally 
renowned architect and  Michigan 
native, was in charge o f designing 
the Learning Resources Center 
on campus.

“We walk around this cam­
pus not even knowing these sig­
nificant architects designed these 
buildings,” Truckey said.

Truckey hopes that w ith this ar­
chitectural tour people gain more 
appreciation of the buildings that 
they walk past every day. “Archi­
tecture is a part o f our heritage 
and our history,” Truckey said.

It is important that students do 
not take for granted the historic 
campus they live on, and  under­
stand the importance o f learning 
about the history of N orthern, he 
added.

If students are interested in ar­
chitecture and or the history of 
NMU, there are classes offered in 
architecture, design and history. 
Truckey urged students to check 
out the Beaumier Heritage Cen­
ter. The hours are 8 a.m . to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.

We w alk around this campus not 

even knowing these significant 

architects designed these 

buildings.

— Daniel Truckey 
director and curator, Beaumier Heritage Center

ASNMU
votes tallied
By Sophie H illm eyer 

assistant news editor

The results for ASNMU ’3 

2019 election have been tallied.
Candidates for president and 

vice-president ran unopposed 
and Cody Mayer was reelected 
into the president position and 
Paige Pucelik was elected into 
the vice-president position. Lana 
Wilson was elected to the On- 
Campus Apartment representa­
tive.

Thomas Kelter was elected to 
the Q uad II representative.

Richard Hamilton and Ma- 
rissa Bekkering were elected Off- 
Campus representatives.

Emma Drever, Sam Metcalf, 
Jake Putala and Logan Hartz 
were elected College of Arts and 
Sciences representatives.

Dhruv Patel was elected to the 
College of Business representa­
tive.

Lauren I^eslie was elected to 
die College o f Health Sciences 
and Professional Studies repre­
sentative.

The three non-binding ref­
erendum questions regarding 
making election day an aca­
demic holiday, recognizing In­
digenous Peoples’ Day and a 
change to the ASNMU constitu­
tion were all voted ‘yes’.

S p e n d  y o u r  s u m m e r  o n

$ i £ a n d

M a k e  l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d s

h m

N ew s Editor  
Opinion E ditor  

S p orts E ditor  
F eatu res E ditor  

A pply at
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‘Big Ideas’ reviewed
B y Jessica Parsons 

copy editor

T he Internal Cam paign Plan­

ning Com m ittee (ICPC) received 
nearly 100 “Big Idea” submissions 
in  the recent weeks, which will be 
used in N orthern ’s upcom ing cam­

paign tha t will dem onstrate N M U ’s 

impact on  student lives, according 
to the Big Ideas website.

Currently under review, the 

IC PC  will develop recommenda­

tions and  identify priority themes 
for compilation into a  report, D i­

rector o f  Prospect an d  Database 
M anagem ent Jan e  Surrell said in 

an  email. T h e  report will be pre­

sented to adm inistration in M ay at 
the N M U  Foundation’s Cam pus 

Leadership R e trea t

“This pro ject was very im por­
tan t because, as a  campus, we’ve 

been collecting big ideas through 
strategic planning, the Strategic 

Resource Allocation (SRA) project 
an d  development o f  the Cam pus 
M aster Plan,”  Surrell said. “This 

was one m ore effort to solicit in­
novative proposals from students,

faculty an d  staff that didn’t really fit 
into any o f  those initiatives.”

T he ideas under review, should 
be innovative, distinctive, have the 

ability to leverage N M U ’s current 

academic strengths, encourage col­
laboration and  have potential for 
high student impact, according to 

the Big Ideas website.

University leaders, the NM U  

Board o f  Trustees and  the NM U  
Foundation Board o f  Trustees will 
use the report as a launching point 

for deeper evaluation an d  develop­
m ent of'proposals an d  projects for 
donor investments, Surrell said.

“We w ere particularly excited 

tha t so m any  students took time 
o u t o f their busy schedules to share 

their ideas,” she said.
In addition, the “Big Ideas” re­

p ort will provide im portant oppor­

tunities to gather the insight and 
feedback o f  com munity an d  busi­

ness leaders, alumni and  friends as 

the university enters the next stages 
o f preparation for future fundrais­

ing endeavors, Surrell said.
To find m ore about Big Ideas, go 

to foundation.nmu.edu/big-idea.

NMU ticket sales undergoes transformation

B y  K trsi W ildfong  

contributing writer

N o rth ern  M ichigan  U ni­
versities athletic departm ent 

w asn’t  m aking any jokes this 
A pril Fools’ D ay w hen launch­

ing th e  new  a n d  im proved ticket 
sales website. T h e  site includes

a  n u m b e r o f  new  features that 

m ake buying  tickets th a t much 

simpler, especially from  your 

sm artp h o n e .

N M U  has been w orking with 
the sam e outdated ticket sales 

vendor fo r nearly eight years. 

Local fans a n d  students com m u­
nicated a  difficulty w hen trying 
to buy tickets online. T h e  previ­
ous site w as designed primarily 

fo r com puter use an d  n o t mobile 
devices.

“Everything (other sale web­

sites) are  so user-friendly and 
visually friendly and o u r system 

was just n o t tha t way, i t  was very

difficult,” N M U ’s Associate A th ­

letic D irec to r for business and  
finance R o b in  Burke said. “ I 

th ink  people were ju s t a t a  point 
w hen we n eed ed  to  be m ore u p  

to date an d  m o d ern .”
T h e  new  site is n o t only visu­

ally appealing, b u t i t  is also easy 

to  use. N ew  features include: 
view from th e  seat, text handoff, 
Q R  codes a n d  A pple Pay. T h e  

“View F rom  S ea t” feature allows 

th e  buyer to  n o t only see w here 
they’ll be sitting, b u t also w hat 

the ir view will be. Text H andoff, 
Q R  codes a n d  A pple Pay make 

using your m obile device to buy, 

sell an d  use tickets m uch simpler.
“We feel like w e are finally a t 

a  good p lace w ith being m odern  

an d  u p  to  d a te ,” Burke said.

T h e  new  a n d  im proved site 

can  be tested by purchasing a 
ticket for th e  M arq u ette  Sym­

phony  O rch estra , Forest Roberts 

T h e a tre  o r a n  N M U  athletic 

event.

I th ink people were ju s t at a 

point when w e needed to be 

m ore up to date and m odem .

— Robin Burke 
associate athletic director, business and finance

World-famous cat lover comes to NMU
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Students w a it fo r  A ngela  Kinsey to  speak in Jamrich n o o  an hour before th e  event on  Thursday, April 4 . 

Kinsey is w id ely  kn o w n  fo r her acting in th e  comedic series "The O ffice," which ran fro m  2 005  to  2013.
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E D IT O R IA L

S t u d y  r e m i n d s  u s  o f  l o c a l  j o u r n a l i s m ’s  i m p a c t

On April 3, a study published in Ur­
ban Affairs Review examined the re­
lationship between newspapers and 
healthy local governments. The results: 
a well-staffed newspaper was linked to 
both higher voter turnout and more can­
didates running for office, among other 
things. In short, a healthy media means 
a healthy democracy.

The role the fourth estate plays in 
communities shouldn’t be surprising. 
Prior studies have shown that strong lo­
cal newspapers contribute to reduced 
government corruption, financial health 
of cities and increased split ticket vot­
ing. Having a well-staffed newsroom 
means that there’s a watch dog eyeing 
the local government and reporting to 
the community, keeping the govern­
ment honest and the citizens informed.

Unfortunately, the last decade has 
introduced extreme challenges to lo­
cal papers, leading to major staff cuts 
and closures in many cases. As inter­
net media expands, local papers are 
losing circulation and ad revenue that 
fund their businesses. The reduced 
staff size means a narrowed scope of 
ability for the paper. In turn, citizens re­
ceive less information about their local

government, which isn’t  being held as 
accountable as before. Consequently, 
politicians are less likely to face chal­
lengers and citizens are less likely to 
cast ballots.

In a well-functioning democracy, citi­
zens need to be engaged and aware of 
their representatives doings. Newspa­
pers serve as the mean for this com­
munication, and the catalyst for civic 
engagement.

When considering local journalism, 
it’s crucial to remember that a journal­
ist is also a citizen. In community jour­
nalism especially, we are an integrated 
part of the community we represent. In 
both positions, we have a responsibility 
to capture and project the voices of our 
neighbors. Thus, it's through local me­
dia that citizens have the opportunity 
to truly make their voices heard and tell 
their stories.

The same ideology applies to a uni­
versity community. If journalists can 
empower their fellow citizens, then 
student journalists can empower their 
fellow students. As students, journal­
ists and citizens, our commitment to a 
healthy press and an active democracy 
is triple-fold and stronger than ever.
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R educing  s tig m a  

around a n x ie ty

Staff
Column

Alex
Skinner

for those dealing w ith anxiet­
ies, the diagnostic can often seem 

rather confusing. Questions be­

g in  to  c ircu la te  that you d o n ’t 
have the an sw er to— a m  I  ju s t 

having a  b a d  day? Is it because 
o f a  poor-diet? H ow  long should 

I wait to talk to  someone an d  will 
I b e  in w ay over my head?

Anxiety works to m anipulate 
your rationale enough th a t you 

feel like a  burden  to those around 

you. In  anxiety’s mind, you are 

nothing m o re  than ano ther sta­

tistic and  victim  to a  disorder.

From a n  outsider’s perspec­

tive, I’ve liv ed  a pretty  norm a l 

life. I was b o m  the eldest to  two 

parents w h o  worked th e ir  tails 

off to provide for m y sister and 

I. G rowing up, we had cats, dogs 

an d  a  ro o f  over our heads. We 

h a d  w a rm  m eals on  d ie table, 

l i f e  was sim ple, so it was good.

For a ll o f  my p a re n ts  tri­

umphs, I feel like I was always in 

the middle driving things apart. I 

was often in jured , incapacitated 

o r  in th e  hospita l. Follow ing 

im m ed ia te  h e a r t surgery after 

b irth  to  sustain my existence we 

moved from  Louisiana to M ichi­
gan . T h e n  I  broke m y w rist, 

clavicle a n d  left fem ur bone, 

supposedly th e  hardest b one  in 

your body to  break.

W hen I  w as eight, I suffered 

third-degree bum s spanning the 

entirety o f  m y back an d  endured 

two m onths o f  treatm ent a t the 

University o f  M ichigan T raum a 

B um  C enter. Looking back now 

after coundess surgeries, I don’t 
have n e g a tiv e  m em o rie s  sur­

ro u n d in g  m y  stay there , b u t I 

know th a t it was a dark  tim e for 

ou r  family.

M y p a re n ts  w ere hav ing  to 

co m m u te  from  L ansing  every 

d ay  w h ile  try ing  to  m a n ag e  

their w ork  schedules an d  other 

expenses d ia t began stacking up. 

T here’s no  proof, bu t I  know that 

the situ a tio n  led to  m y parents 

splitting u p  just two years after 

d ie  a c c id en t. T h e  a m o u n t o f 

stress th a t  I  pu t th e m  through 

was ju s t to o  much.

In  h ig h  school, I was diag­

nosed w ith  C rohn’s disease, an 

inflam m atory bowel disease that 

has tried  to  derail any  achieve­

m e n t I  c o u ld  set fo r myself. 

Crohn’s disease has no cure— it’s 

som ething th a t has to  be kept in 

check w ith medicine a n d  mental

toughness, an d  th e re’s no guar­

antee to  either.
U pon graduating  high school 

in  2012, m y tra n sitio n  in to  an  

adult life has b ee n  sabotaged by 
an  invisible m onster. T h e re  has 

not been a day  w here 1 haven’t 

p rayed  to  live so m ew h at o f  a  

n o rm a l ex isten ce  b ecause o f  
the excruciating stomach cramps 

o r bathroom  issues th a t C rohn’s 

disease presents. Because o f  my 

disability, I’ve h a d  to remove m y­

self from college courses for four 
semesters. T h e  anx iety  o f  your 

graduating class m oving on with 

their lives while you are perpetu ­

ally stuck in lim b o  is th e  biggest 
slap in th e  face I  could endure.

W h a t m ak es th is d isease so 

toxic m en tally  is the  ra n d o m ­
ness in w hich it  acts while con ­

stantly  being  a  d istraction . I t ’s 

n o t chronic p a in  th a t I  experi­

ence, b u t a  c o n s ta n t pressure 

tha t seem s to  be building. I t’s 
a  snuggle waki n g  up  every day 

w ondering ho w  m uch you’re  go­

ing  to  h u rt a n d  w hen th a t pain  

is going to strike. C rohn’s disease 
has stopped m e  from enjoying a 

m ore p ro m in e n t social life b e ­

cause o f the th rea t o f experienc- 

ing these issues while away front 

somewhere com fortable.

T h e  stress th a t  I p u t o n  m y 

family is w orse. Because they’re 

so far away, th e y  don’t  get to  ex ­

perience the g o o d  days tha t I  go 
through. W hen  they check up  on  

m e it’s m uch easie r to  talk about 

m y negative sym ptom s because 
1 don’t know  w h a t norm al feels 

like. S om eday I ’d  like to  have a  

conversation w ith  m y d ad  th a t 

doesn’t  involve m e m entioning  

a  recent h o sp ita l stay, as it cu r­

rent!)' often does.

O p e n in g  u p  a b o u t  y o u r  

anxieties a n d  disabilities can be 

challenging, b u t  breaking dow n 

barriers to  these taboo  topics is 

the  equalizer th a t we need  to  d o  

in o rd er to  b eg in  hea ling

H av ing  fam ily who listen o r  

even a  p la tfo rm  on the in ternet 

for co m m u n ities  o f  p eop le  ex ­

p eriencing  sim ilar tra u m a  can  

help  o p e n  th e  d o o r fo r peop le  

like m yself to  begin a road  to  re­

covery. S itting o n  your thought ! 

a n d  try in g  to  b o ttle  u p  y o u r 

em otions ca n  only lead  to  h a rm  

developmentally.

R e a c h  o u t  to  som eb o d y  i f  

you ever feel like the world 1s too 

much to take o n , because we all 

experience m om ents that are too 

tough to  ta k e  o n  alone. Talk to  

your p a ren ts , a  friend o r  reach  

ou t to  a  counselor. T h e re  will 

always b e  so m eb o d y  w h o  will 

listen to  y o u r story. Y ou aren’t  a  

burden an d  y o u  deserve a  voice.
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Next step: recognize freedom  of conscience

T h e indiv idual freedom s pro­
tected in  th is nation a re  o u r most 

cherished cu ltu ral heritage. From 
Jo h n  L ocke’s “A  Lette r C oncern ­

ing To leration” to T hom as Paine’s 
“R ights o f  M an ,” the appropriate 
role o f  governm ent in  preserv­

ing freedom s o f  conscience and 
m orality w as a  pressing topic for 

English a n d  A m erican philoso­
phers. O n  th e  shoulder o f  these 

political philosophers, we can en­

jo y  w hichever congregations we 

choose, c a n  associate w ith  w hom ­

ever we w a n t an d  can  even pub ­

lish scath ing  reviews o f  universi­
ties in university  new spapers.

This level o f self-sovereignty 
tha t the U n ite d  States enjoys 

is coveted by many. N ations 

throughou t h istory have been  in­

spired by o u r  political theory, and 

we still a t tra c t countless im m i­

grants who w an t to  share in  our 

cultural riches.

From B ritish  com m on law  to 

the M agna C arta , to  religious 

toleration in  th e  A m erican  colo­

nies and  the establishm ent o f  our 
constitution, th e  Anglo-A m erican 

sphere revolutionized individual 

sovereignty. T h in k  o f  the  ways 

we now en joy  the freedom  of

religion, speech, press, assembly 
and  p e titio n  which a re  protected 

within th e  First A m endm ent. 
M u h am m ed  Ali was able to be 

a  conscientious objector, we give 

tax exem ptions to  churches and  

Native A m erican  churches are 

able to  even  use some illegal sub­

stances fo r  worship. T h ese  seem 

like v ictories in toleration o f 
other beliefs, bu t I  w onder if  Jef­
ferson, M adison  an d  Paine would 

be happy w ith  these religious “ex­

em ptions.”

Jefferson, for exam ple, did not 
take to L ocke’s use o f  the w ord 

“to leration” and instead  p re ­

ferred “ religious freedom .” This 

was to im ply  that a p erson’s right 

to  conscience was not som ething 

which th e  governm ent had any 

pow er to  lim it in the first place. 
In  his “N o tes  on the S tate  of V ir­

ginia,” he stated, “O u r  rulers can 
have au th o rity  over o u r  natural 

rights only  as  we have subm itted 

to  them . T h e  rights o f  conscience 

we never subm itted, we could not 

submit. W e are answerable for 

them  to o u r  G od. T h e  legitimate 

powers o f  governm ent extend to  
such acts o n ly  as are injurious to  

others.”

T he en tire  crux  o f  the  political 

belief for these A m erican found­

ers was this— that the “legitimate 

powers o f  governm ent” can only 

lim it in jurious acts. T h e  govern­

m ent o f  o u r  day, which acts as a 

house-m other reprim anding  its 

constituents o n  right a n d  wrong,

w ould b e  a  terrible sight for Jef­

ferson’s eyes.
In  th e ir  times, Jefferson and 

Paine particu larly  struggled with 

the public  perception  o f their 

religious beliefs. T h ey  w ere both 

Deists in  the ir own ways, an d  like 
m any o f  our founding fathers, 

they h a d  to  fight off critics who 

s landered  them  as Atheists. To 

pu t it simply, they believed in  indi­
vidualistic and  rational exam ina­

tion o f  religious ethical questions, 
an d  n o t C hristian  o r any  other 

dogm atic  proscription.

N ow  th is  m ight n o t even be 

considered  “religious” today, and 

is very sim ilar to th e  p o pu lar per­
spective encom passing  b o th  be­

lievers a n d  non-believers. W hat 

sort o f  p ro tections could be of­

fered for Jefferson  an d  Paine if 

they h ad  found belief in  using 

D M T . o r  peyote, o r  conscientious 

objection to  the d raft o r  w hatever 

was in  line  w ith the ir search for 

tru th? U nlike followers o f  Chris­

tianity, Is lam  o r o th e r religions,

a  D eist d oesn’t have a  organized 

religious body  with w hich to  le­
verage th e ir  rights. A  Deist has 

only th e ir  conscience and  the 

various eth ica l wisdoms which he 
explores in  the philosophies o f 

the w orld. T h is personal, in ternal 
spring o f  virtue is m ost vital for 

the D eist.
P erhaps society w asn’t ready 

to ad o p t a  radical freedom  of 

conscience in  1789 w ith o u r Bill 

o f R ights, b u t we live in  a  time 
when everyone is D eist in many 

ways. Religiosity surveys show the

m ajority believe in a  very distant 

and  non-in tervening  god— simi­
la r to a  D eist conception. W e live 

in  a religiously pluralistic world, 

where the teachings o f  Buddha, 

Jesus an d  M oham m ed blend and 

reflect a t every  turn.

T h e  “N o n es” are on  the rise: 

those w ho m a y  have spiritual be­
liefs, b u t d o n ’t  ascribe to any  reli­

gion in  particu lar. Because o f  the 

shrinking influence o f  organized 

religion in th e  last century, more

th a n  befo re  we require a  pro tect­

ed  freedom  o f  conscience.
A  m o re  bravely a n d  explicitly 

legislated liberty  w ould ensure 
o u r  r ig h t to  ac t in  a  w ay in  accor­

dance w ith  our own m oral com ­

pass. H o w  em pow ering it would 
be to see each  person  as o n e ’s 

own chu rch — to  smoke whatever, 

say w hatever a n d  act how ever one 

will by th e  guidance o f  one’s own 

ethical v ision.

This situ a tio n  w here only o rga­
nized a n d  state-recognized reli­

gious in stitu tions can enable p a r­
ticular rig h ts  is precisely w hat ou r 

m ost v is io n a ry  founders w ould 

n o t have w an ted . I w onder how 

differently o u r  nation  w ould have 

developed i f  each indiv idual’s 
ethical a n d  spiritual sovereignty 

w ere m o re  explicitly recognized, 
an d  o u r ab ility  to  p ursue our idea 

o f  right a n d  w rong w ere surely 

pro tected .

P erhaps it  was a sham e tha t 
M adison’s in itia l d raft o f  the First 

A m en d m en t w asn’t  accep ted  as 
was: “T h e  civil rights o f  none 

shall be ab rid g ed  on acco u n t o f 

religious b e lie f  o r  worship, n o r 

shall any  n ational religion be es­

tablished, n o r  shall the  full an d  

equal rights o f  conscience b e  in 

any m an n er, o r  on  an y  pretex t, 

infringed.”

D eForest D albec is a guest 

student and  a  m em ber o f T h in k  T ank 

and Young A m ericans fo r  Freedom.

To put it simply, they believed 

in individualistic and rational 
examination of religious ethical 
questions, and not Christian or 
any other dogmatic proscription.

Cardi B controversy blatantly sexist

I am  only going  to  say this 

once: stop co m p arin g  C ardi B  to 

Bill Cosby. C a rd i B, a  fem ale rap ­
per from  the B ronx, has recently 

fallen un d er th e  crim inal spotlight 
o f  Tw itter d u e  to  a  video th a t re­

cently resurfaced. She recounts 

that during  h e r  s tripp ing  days, she 

would often d ru g  m en after luring 

them  from  the s trip  jo in t w ith the 

prom ise o f sex. She w ould then  
rob them  o f  w hatever valuables 

they possessed.

As you can guess, this caused  a 

com plete u p ro a r am o n g  fans an d  

non-fans alike. O n c e  again , we see 

a darting  star fall from  th e ir ven ­

erated pedestal— a  pedestal th a t 

arguably was o b ta in ed  because o f  

their rough upbring ings th a t we 

seem to idolize, especially am ong  

rap  stars. Before I  go  m ore in- 

depth o n  this issue alone, the real 

problem  was w h en  people started  

com paring  h e r to  Bill Cosby. Yes, 

Bill Cosby, a  re p e a t sex o ffender 

who d rugged a n d  rap ed  w om en

through m ultip le  decades. T h a t’s 

right; a large m ajority  o f  the  pub ­

lic has m ad e  the com parison o f 

rape to m a teria l goods.

Besides d rugs being involved, 

as far as I  ca n  tell, these two sto­
ries have n o th in g  in com m on. Bill 

Cosby, a m a n  o f  affluence and 

power, used his position to  drug 

an d  rape w om en . C ardi B was a 

sex w orker w ho was n o t in  a  posi­

tion o f power, an d  drugged men 

to take m a teria l goods. In  fact,

this whole com parison  serves as a 

perfect exam ple o f  how a  fem ale’s 

w orth is often equa ted  to  th a t o f  

an  object.

I am  no t g o in g  to a rgue that 

what C ardi B d id  was n o t w rong; 

I believe th a t d rugg ing  anyone for 

any reason is w ro n g  I believe tha t 

stealing som eone’s wallet a n d  rap ­

ing som eone a re  both  w rong, but 

are  com pletely d ifferent crim es. If

these type o f  analogies a re  used 

in reo c cu rrin g  context, w e just 
see the reaffirm ation  o f o n e  idea 

an d  though t: a w om an is an  ob­

je c t. T h is id e a  is n o t new  by any 

means. In  fac t, this whole incident 

rem inds m e  how  quick  people are 

to forget th a t  w om en for th e  lon­

gest tim e w ere  considered  their 

husband’s property . M ost o f  our 
g ran d m o th ers , for exam ple, were 

considered o u r g ran d fa th er’s 

property  a f te r  they got m arried.

M y g ra n d m o th e r w as fired from 

her jo b  as a  flight a tten d a n t be­

cause she g o t m arried . T h is  idea 

o f  w om en b e in g  equa ted  to  an 

object is sad ly  n o th ing  new. C ardi 

B is ju s t a n o th e r  nam e o n  a  long 

list o f  sad stories. I ca n n o t help 

bu t w on d er i f  we a re  ever going 

to  see past th is  idea.

As l  s ta ted  earlier, w e also have 

a  tendency  to  idolize celebrities

from different cultures a n d  so­

cial norm s. W e then have a  ten­

dency to  h o ld  them  to  the same . 

standards as o u r  social n o rm s and 

structure. C a rd i B, once aga in , is 

ju s t ano th er exam ple o f  a  fallen 

idolized celebrity. She has never 

been any th ing  but u p fron t with 

her past as a  sex worker. In  fact, 

this work is possibly why she 
gained n o to rie ty  as a  rap p e r in 

the first place. H er depictions of 

in-your-face sexuality is some­

thing the m a instream  public eats 

up. Nevertheless, as soon as we 

see the o th e r side of w hat h e r  life 

was like— th e  side o f sex workers 

we do  not show  in  music v ideos— 

we attack th e  individuals w ith  the 

same feverish ferocity we initially 

praised th em  w ith.

I am  n o t h e re  to crim inalize 

C ardi, no r expu n g e  h er for a ll her 

sins. M y p o in t is that we have a 

long history o f  com paring w om ­

en to  objects. W e also have a  his­

tory o f no t ca lling  it ou t. T h e re ­

fore, I  will say  it again for good 

measure: s top  com paring  C ard i 

B to  Bill Cosby. Stop com paring  

w om en to objects.

Elena Torongo 
is a senior studying Anthropology.

In fac t, this whole com parison  

serves as a perfect exam ple of 

how a fem ale’s w orth  is often  

equated to th at of an object.

LETTER
POLICY

Letters to  th e  E d ito r m ust in ­

clude a  full nam e, year, m a jo r 

an d  p h o n e  n u m b e r for veri­
fication. L im it letters to  250 

words o r  less.

All le tte rs m ay be ed ited  for 
g ram m ar a n d  length.

Letters c a n  b e  m ailed  to  T h e  

N orth  W ind , 301 G ries H all, 

1401 P resque Isle Ave., M a r­

quette, M I 49855.

Letters c a n  also be subm it­

ted v ia  em a il to  editor.north- 

w ind@ gm aiLcom , o r th rough  

a  website subm ission on  m m  

tlienorthw indonline .com . j

WRITERS
W A N TED

T h e  N o rth  W ind is h ir­

ing  o p in io n  w rite rs w ho can  

in telligendy a rg u e  o n e  side o f  

political a n d  social cam pus 

issues.

To apply, e m ail d ie  O p in ­

ion E d ito r a t op in ion , n o rth - 

w ind@ gm ail.com .

Please in c lu d e  nam e, year, 

m a jo r an d  a n y  relevant experi­

ence you m a y  have.

mailto:north-wind@gmail.com
mailto:north-wind@gmail.com
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Photo courtesy o f Scott Crady
Recent N M U  g raduate  D ylan G onda tra ins  fo r  th e  m ost strenuous series o f races o f his life. H e fin e -tu n e s  his 

body and bicycle th ro u g h  m onths o f preparation for th e  desolate  and rugged S outhw est terrain .

Biking for triple
NMU grad hopes to break the 

Triple Crown record on the 
Arizona & Colorado Trail Race 

and the Tour Divide
B y Jackie Jahfetson  

copy editor

A t the en d  o f  forest ro a d  at 
the U nited  S tates-M exico b o rd er 

lies th e  s tart o f  a 750-m ile race. 
A strenuous test o f  p h ysica l and  
m en tal strength depicts a  com ­

petition  for survival w h ere  only 
the strongest an d  fastest prevail. 

N ever-ending  stretches o f  deso­

late Southw est te rra in  where 
it’s on ly  you, th e  lurk ing  cha tte r 
creeping  from  beh ind  y o u r  b rain  

an d  a  G ian t A n them  F u ll Sus­
pension  m oun tain  bike.

T w elve-hour shifts o f  m ad 

peda ling  coincide w ith a  2 to  4 
h o u r  nap  will erode y o u r  sense 

o f w illpower an d  confidence. But 

you m ust force your legs to  keep 
pedaling, for tu rn in g  b a c k  m eans 

an o th e r hun d red  o r  m o re  miles 

in th e  opposite d irection . Some 
m igh t give up  after a  few  days 

w hen they can  no  lo n g e r push 

o u t the average m ileage o f  100 
m iles p er day.

B u t D ylan  G o n d a  a n d  “Fer­

n a n d o ” aim  to  finish this A rizona 

T ra il Race in  7 to 8 days. T h en , 

take a little siesta, h o p  back on  

F ernando  for an o th e r tw o  endur­

ing  races in  a n  a ttem p t to  shatter 

a  new  record  in the T r ip le  C row n 

M ountain  Bike Series.
A fter g rad u a tin g  fro m  N M U  

in  D ecem ber, G o n d a  knew  he 

w an ted  to accom plish  som ething  

d ifferent this su m m er and  de ­

c ided  now is the tim e. T h e  Triple 

C row n includes the A rizo n a  Trail 

R ace on  A pril 18, th e  C o lo rado

T ra il R ace and the T our D ivide.
C om peting  in the T o u r D ivide 

in 2016 a t age 20 p re p a re d  him 
for this epic challenge. G onda 

hopes to knock out th e  500-m ile 

C olorado race in 4  to  5 d ay s  and 
the 2,700-m ile T our D iv id e  in 16 
days. O nly 10 people have  com­

p le ted  all three races in o n e  year, 

a n d  G onda said he’s d e te rm in ed  

to  be the 11th.
“T h e re ’s som ething am azing  

ab o u t being in the m ost beau ti­

ful landscapes and  p u sh in g  your 

m in d  and  body as h a rd  as you 

can  for 24 hours s tra ig h t, riding 
y o u r bike, sleeping for a  little bit 

a n d  then  trying to do  it  all over 
ag a in ,” G onda said. “Y ou learn 

som ething  new  ab o u t yourself 

each  time. T h e re ’s som ething  
w eirdly addicting a b o u t  that 

p ush  an d  feeling th a t struggle .”
Since deciding to tack le  this 

obstacle in S ep tem b er 2017, 

G o n d a  has been tra in in g  non­

stop. T hroughou t th e  winter, 
h e ’d  tra in  through his “deck o f 

cards” m ethod: w here e a ch  card 

n u m b e r would m e an  a  certain  

am o u n t o f pushups, sit-ups or 

curls. A nd to build  u p  muscle 

mass, G onda in co rp o ra ted  

w eight lifting into his schedule.

However, the m ost challeng­

in g  thing abou t th e  A rizona race 

will be the 22-mile h ike through 
th e  G rand C anyon w h ere  G onda 

will have to strap his bike onto  

his back, to avoid his tires touch ­

in g  the ground. P rep arin g  for 

th a t trek, G onda c a rrie d  his bike 

o n  his back and w alked  once or

tw ice a  w eek from  h is  house to 
th e  top o f  M t. M arq u e tte , a  13- 

m ile rou n d  trip.
W h ether it was w ritin g  in his 

blog, designating a  d a y  for logis­

tics, w orking on  g e a r  o r going 

for a  20 to  100 m ile r id e , G o n d a  

m ade sure to stay o n  top  o f  his 

regim ent. T ra in in g  in  the heart 

o f  the frigid U p p e r  Peninsula, 
being  originally from  N ew  M exi­

co and  u n d ers ta n d in g  the layout 
o f  the desert will also  pay  off.

“A rizona is so m u c h  d ifferent 
than  rid ing  here in  th e  M idwest. 

But rid ing  in the slush-snow  r ight 

now from  the b ack  roads  is very 

sim ilar to rid ing  in  sand. Liv­

ing an d  tra in in g  in  th e  U.P., it’s 

[those] rough cond itions tha t 
makes you really tough , really 

fast,” G onda said . “ D irt roads 

around h ere  a re  am azing , so it 

makes you get in to  a  really good 
m ental space o f  how  to  slug 

through a few h u n d re d  m iles.”

M ost racers on ly  c a rry  th e  b are  

necessities such as 5 to  6  liters o f  
water, a  sleeping b ag , som e ex­

tra b iking clothes a n d  a  bundle 
o f zip ties, w h ich  doesn’t leave 

m uch room  for food . B ut w hen 

you’re b u rn in g  n e a r  10,000 calo­

ries p e r  day, ra id in g  the h igh  cal­

orie gas station fo o d  will be a  life 

saver, G o n d a  said . T h e  race is 80 

percent m en tal, h e  added.

By rid ing  his full suspension 

bike, h e’s defin ite ly  do ing  som e­

thing d ifferent c o m p ared  to  o th ­

er racers. T h o u g h  it be slightly 

slower, i t ’s m o re  com fortab le  an d  

G o n d a  said i f  y o u ’re  m o re  a t 

ease yo u ’ll e n d  u p  going faster. 

F ernando  has b e e n  th ro u g h  “hell 

an d  b ack ,” w ith  30 ,000  m iles b u t 

it’s G o n d a’s “p r id e  and  joy.” T h e  

bike is the m o st efficient vehicle 

ever invented , G o n d a  noted .

“ [W ith b iking, th e re ’s] th e  ab il­

ity to  d o  it w ith  o th e rs  in rac ing  

o r tou rin g  w ith  o thers, o r  very 

m uch solo. You can  play  soccer 

by y ourself b u t i t ’s not g rea t,” he

said . “But also, th e  m echan ical 

side o f  i t  is really fun . W ith  foot­
ba ll o r  basketball, you  ju s t  have 

th a t a n d  shoes. I love th e  science 

b e h in d  bikes and  try in g  to  fine- 
tu n e  it and  m ake it as efficiently 

as possible an d  be in g  rea lly  knit 

picky ab o u t stuff is p re t ty  fun.”
W ith  a com petitive edge and  

always trying to im p ro v e  his own 

en d u ran ce  s treng th , G o n d a  said 
it’s all abou t testing  y o u r  own 

pressu re  points a n d  b e in g  o.k. 

w ith suffering. A n o th e r  cha l­

lenge G o n d a  will have  to face 

is th e  long stre tches o f  being 

alone, but having  fian ce  O livia 
W alcott, sen io r env iro n m en ta l 

science, by his side is am azing, 

he added.

“H e has the m ost g r i t  o f any ­

one I ever m et. H e ’s stubborn . 

H e ’s ju s t so s tu b b o rn  a n d  in th e  

face o f  adversity  he  ju s t keeps 
on  going. A nd I  g e t i t  because 

I ’m  th e  sam e ex ac t way. You can  

call it passion, b u t rea lly  it’s ju s t 
being  s tubborn  in a  g ood  way,” 

W alcott said.

T h o u g h  it will be  difficult n o t 

having  G o n d a  h e re , W alcott’s 

m ore “wildly je a lo u s ” th a t he 

gets to  ride  his b ike in  the d esert 

while she rem ains h e re  at school,

she said w ith  a  slight chuckle.

“ In  th e  g ran d  sch em e o f  
things, I d o n ’t  view  sup p o rtin g  

m y p a rtn e r on  his d re a m s  as a 

sacrifice,” W alcott said . “ I ’m  less 
w orried th an  m ost p e o p le  would 

th in k  I ’d  be. H e ’s rea lly  experi­

enced  in the b ac k co u n try  [and] 
h e ’s so m entally  s tro n g  even if 

conditions a re  bad . I th in k  his 

bike fram e w ould hav e  to  break  
in  half for h im  to n o t  finish this 

race.”

W ithout a  d o u b t, th e re  will be 

som e “ hairy  sec tio n s ,” G o n d a  

ad m itted , exp lain ing , o n e  w rong 

tu rn  cou ld  could  e n d  u p  badly. 

B ut know ing h e ’ll b e  tra ck ed  by 
th e  race system  w ith  an  S O S  

b u tton  a t h a n d , G o n d a  said  h e ’s 

looking forw ard  to  th o se  24- 

h o u r long  rides.

“Seeing new  p la c e s  is p re tty  

epic a n d  th e  sen sa tio n  o f  flying 

dow n a d irt forest r o a d  s u rro u n d ­

ed  by m o u n ta in s  o r  cany o n s an d  

ju s t by  y ourself w h e n  you know  

there’s nobody  a r o u n d  you for 

w ho knows how  m a n y  h u n d red s  

o f  m iles,” h e  said . “A n d  prov ing  

to m yself th a t I ’m  cap ab le  o f  

these incred ib ly  h a r d  feats an d  

th a t sense o f  a c c o m p lish m en t is 
addicting .”

Photo courtesy o f Olivia Walcott
The  Arizona Trail R ace includes a 22-m ile  hike through th e  Grand Canyon, 

w hich requires G onda to tre c k  w ith  Fernando on his back.

Photo courtesy of Scott Crady 
Accompanied by his m ountain  bike Fernando, th e  tw o  s e t o ff  to  s ta rt th e  

750-m ile race on A p ril 18th.
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an Upper Peninsula Surfed

f you hang on too tightly, 
you’re not being one with the 
water. Cocooned in 5mm win­
ter surfing gloves, his knuckles 

turned white from the death-grip 
he had on his icy, waxed board.

In survival situations, relaxation is 
key when every oxygen molecule 
counts. Born on Michigan Street 
but raised in Lake Superior, relax­
ing in stressful situations is second 
nature for Dan Schetter, a man 
locally known as “Surfer Dan.”

Although it was February, he wore 
a thin Christmas sweater and a 
black puffy coat. Resting on a tall, 
sunflower-orange stool in a tiny 
grocery store cafe, he had faded 
grey canvas pants on. He tapped 
his black coffee cup on the polished 
wooden table with his weathered 
hand, revealing short-clipped 
fingernails. The tapping steadily 
increased as he spoke.

After Schetter got his first taste of 
riding freshwater waves, he couldn’t 
break the feeling it gave him. He 
went in windstorms and blizzards. 
He surfed until his beard was heavy 
with icicles and his board turned

into a slippery icicle. After years of 
relentlessly returning to the water, 
media caught attention and Schet­
ter became the unofficial ambassa­
dor of U.R ruggedness—however, 
reluctantly.

“I was getting inundated with 
people wanting to put me in mov­
ies, on billboards, commercials and 
taking my image without asking 
and then using it for their business­
es,” Schetter said, tapping his coffee 
cup more fevertly. “I don’t go surf­
ing for likes or fame, I go because it 
makes me feel good.”

Schetter is happy to share his mes­
sage through photos and stories he 
tells people, with the knowledge 
that they will post with “good 
intentions,” he said. Like holding 
on to his board too tightly, Schetter 
has learned to loosen his grip on 
what is said about him in the viral 
articles, videos and photos.

“I can’t control what people are 
going to do with the images—what 
their intentions and motivations 
are,” Schetter said. “All I know is 
that I love surfing and when I im­
merse myself in it, I feel good and

healthy. I get great exercise. I sleep 
better. I’m breathing clean air.”

His primary focus is to “come back 
to his center” and find out what’s 
important—stay physically and 
mentally healthy and take care of 
his family and friends, he said.
The tapping of the black coffee 
cup gradually became more rapid 
as he spoke. He strives for pure 
fitness because there are those who 
are paralyzed yet live vicariously 
through him, he added.

While in the hospital recovering 
from a surfing injury, Schetter 
couldn’t wait to get outside and 
play. This is when his dreams and 
anxiety to get back to the water 
flooded in.

“In my dreams, once I got to the 
ocean, I couldn’t get to the waves. 
Or if I could get to see the waves,
I wouldn’t have a board. There’s 
always this conflict of striving to 
reconnect with my favorite place 
and something blocking me,” 
Schetter said. “And then I realized 
[that conflict] was myself. Once I 
started surfing again, that’s when 
the nightmares stopped.”

Now Schetter describes the act of 
preparing to surf as a “daymare” 
with the delicate planning it entails: 
ding repairs, waxing his board, a 
good wetsuit and leash, having hot 
water at hand and securing a safe 
driver for the ride.

“You can die surfing or you can 
have the best time of your life,” 
Schetter said. “It can bring an ad­
diction. I need more waves, I need 
more waves, I need more waves. It 
can feel so good, which I think can 
be a healthy addiction but there’s a 
balance.”

Lake Superior surfers plan their day 
according to the weather. When­
ever there’s a high wind speed, 
long-wind duration and fetch, or 
the water surface area that the wind 
affects, it’s time to hit the waves. A 
storm modeled on a weather map 
is characterized by pressure. Low 
pressure is represented with close­
ly-packed circles called isobars, 
resembling the layers of an onion. 
On days with very close isobars, 
popular surf locations are dotted 
with 10 to 15 black wetsuited surf­
ers, eagerly waiting to gobble up a 
tasty wave.

It was a blustery day in October. 
Gales wrestled heaps of water onto 
Lakeshore Boulevard, ripping 
red flags from their beach posts. 
Spectators sat in their cars at a safe 
distance away from Lady Superior’s 
wrath, but close enough to capture 
her strong talons clawing into the 
shore. Though it be a reckless scene 
and a potential catastrophe waiting 
to happen, it’s a day surfers long for.

Fellow surfer, Darrin Bergman, 
sophomore secondary education 
and social studies major, recounted 
this day as the day that almost took 
his life. Two days before the storm 
rolled in, Bergman got a call from 
his buddy, warning him against 
surfing unless he wanted to die.

“I had no business going out there. 
The bank of the shore was torn up, 
it was just raw dirt and pine trees 
had fallen into the lake,” Bergman 
said. “I made it through the break 
and was exhausted. As I was com­
ing into a wave I saw there was a 
pointy boulder and a flat boulder, 
and thankfully it spat me onto the 
flat boulder.”

A young but versed surfer, Berg­

man has learned from many 
seasons of winter surfing that you 
have to get tossed around a few 
times before you learn your lim­
its. Both Schetter and Bergman 
put their trust into what they can 
control: knowledge of the weath­
er, the area they are surfing in 
and their own physical capabili­
ties. The rest is up to the lake.

Schetter keeps his wits about 
him when braving the icy waters, 
though. Without a wetsuit in cold 
water, a person has under one 
minute to regulate their breath­
ing after cold-shock, about 10 
minutes of controlled movement 
and one hour until hypothermia 
creeps in, according to the Na­
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Association. For Schetter, after 
his bodily emergency response is 
lost, he exits the water.

“Once I’m not in pain from the 
cold and I’m going to a perma­
nently happy place, I leave the 
water. What if I step on a rock 
and I can’t feel it. [It] might be 
bruising my foot or ripping a 
tendon. I just don’t want to see 
anybody die,” Schetter said.

As a Marquette local, Schetter 
is used to hearing tales of “the 
stupid college kids” testing their 
limits in dangerous weather 
conditions. He explained that fear 
itself is what creates death and 
there needs to be deeper under­
standing of water safety. In 2018 
alone, Lake Superior took six 
lives due to tragic accidents, not 
related to surfing, according to 
a report by the Great Lakes Surf 
Rescue Project.

“I’m an empathetic human being 
so when I see someone doing 
something dangerous, I feel an 
obligation to mention it to them,” 
Schetter said. “Sometimes those 
good intentions can be lost be­
cause there’s not always time to 
sit and give people free [surfing] 
lessons when they’re paddling up 
the face of the wave.”

Schetter’s soul is so intertwined 
with the water that he said he’s 
crazy enough to run back into 
the waves when someone is being 
carried out of them, due to an 
injury.

“What’s that about? Am I Posei­
don? Was I born in the water? Is 
that why I’m trying to get back 
there? I get anxiety because I 
know the waves are coming and 
I have trouble sleeping,” Schetter 
said. “When I go surfing I’m not 
just chilling at the beach. I’m 
in strike mode. It’s like heaven 
opens up and then I try to absorb

as much as possible”

A self-described spiritual person,
Schetter shares surfing in what he 
terms a “weird energy exchange.”
He buys and sells surfboards, but
finds real value in teaching surfing, ' S

free of cost. In turn, that person
might help in other meaningful _
ways, such as paying for a meal or - |  g ’ 
plowing his driveway.

“It’s not me using them as a market 
to sell a board. It’s me sharing and 
doing the best with what we have,” 
he said with an honest shrug.

Surfing season in The Great Lakes 
region extends from July to Janu­
ary, depending on severe weather 
patterns. Most of Schetter’s surfing 
occurs during the fall and winter 
when waves are at their peak. The 
colder the weather, the better the 
surf. Winter months in the U.P. are 
hit with heavy amounts of precipi-

“When I go 
surfing I’m not 

just chilling 
at the beach. 
I’m in strike 

mode. It’s like 
heaven opens 
up and then I 
try to absorb 
as much as 
possible.”

tation and snow and active storms. 
The stronger and longer the wind 
blows on the water, the taller the 
waves are. Thus, the best times to 
surf are when the first eastern white 
pine needle has grown cold.

With winter spanning half of the 
year, Schetter said it’s a struggle to 
survive in the U.P. But the Finnish 
motto, spotted around town on 
bumper stickers and a hallmark 
to the Scandinavian culture, keeps 
him stoically determined.

“I believe in SISU and think it’s 
about guts and the will to survive. 
To be self-sustaining and let your 
cup fill over to help others and 
chop your own firewood, to get up 
in the morning to absorb as much 
sunlight as possible,” Schetter said. 
“SISU could even be the responsi­
bility of taking a rest”
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Environm ental and indigenous fight

NMU departments to bring photos and videos that show intersection of two struggles

M A G I N I N G  THE  
A M A Z O N :

F I L M  A N D  
P H O T O G R A P H Y

P i  A TWO DAY PRESE NT ATIO N BY

J i k  OR.  GUSTAVO P.  FURTADO. DUKE UN IV E RS IT Y  

AND

DR.  CAROLINA SA CARVALHO,  U N IV E RS IT Y  OF  

NORT H CAROLINA

T!torid»» *ptl=

Photo courtesy of Maria Arenillas
Two visiting professors will present the ir film  and p h o to g rap h y  to  e d u ­

cate th e  N M U  an d  M arquette  com m unity  a b o u t th e  A m a zo n  struggles.

By Akasha K halsa  

contributing writer

T h e A m azon R ainforest: lush, 
green, ancient a n d  heartbreak- 

ingly fragile. T h is  jun g le , w hich 

preserves an en o rm o u s  portion  
o f th e  world’s biodiversity, is 

hom e to m any ind igenous com ­
munities struggling  to  p ro tect 

their ways o f life.

Faced with th e  unyield ing  m en ­
ace o f  slash -and-burn  deforesta­

tion an d  the s teady en croachm ent 

o f gas-producing  ca ttle  ranches, 

the beauty  o f th is  irrep laceable 

ecosystem, along w ith  its ancient 

peoples, has b een  th re a te n ed  for 

decades. For m an y  activists, half 

the battle is p ro m o tin g  aw are­

ness o f  this o n go ing  an d  ignored

catastrophe— they  must use the 

pow er o f visual m ed ia  to cap tu re  

the limited, fickle atten tion  o f  the 

global com munity.
Two speakers will p resen t 

“Im agining th e  A m azon: Film 

and  P hotography”  April 11 and  

•12 that focuses o n  the A m azon, 
indigenous m ovem ents an d  en ­
vironm ental concerns from  6 

to 8 p.m . in  W eston  Hall 2902. 

Today, G ustavo P. Furtado  will 
present “T h e  A m azonian  Indig ­
enous C inem a” a n d  C arolina Sa 

Carvalho will p resen t “Violence 

and  Technology in  the A m azon: 
Photographs o f  th e  M adeira- 

M am ore R ailro ad .”

“T h e  A m azon in  film an d  p h o ­

tography is a n  a lm o st all-encom ­
passing subject,” event organizer

a n d  Spanish language professor 
M aria  A renillas, said in  an  em ail. 

“T h ro u g h  th e  analysis o f  im ages, 
students will g a in  perspective on 
som e o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  the region: 

environm ental issues, indigenous 

m ovem ents, con tacts an d  strug ­
gles...these ta lks can  draw  a  vari­

ety  o f  m ajors. As we live o n  the 
shores o f  Lake Superior, in  the 

A nishinaabe la n d , we can  relate 

to. m any o f  th e  concerns these 
im ages b rin g  lig h t to .”

O n  Friday, A pril 12, a  follow­

u p  discussion o n  environm ental 
issues a n d  re la te d  indigenous 

m ovem ents, a lo n g  w ith the 

screening, o f  th e  short film “Ten 

T h o u san d  Y ears O ld er” will p lay 

from  12 to 1:30 p.m . in Ja m - 

rich 1318. T h is  10-m inute 2002 

docum en ta ry  by  W erner H er­

zog explores th e  discovery o f  a 

B razilian ind igenous trib e  and  

how  the m o d e rn  w orld im pacts 

tribal m em bers.

“I t  is n o t a b o u t taking im ages, 
o r  resources o r  people’s stories, 

b u t to  en c o u n te r  them  to  p roduce 

som ething  else, hopefully better, 

together,” A renillas said. “T h is  is 
[what] in tercu ltu rality  looks like.” 

F u rtad o  is a n  assistant p ro fes­

so r o f  B raz ilian  an d  Portuguese 

studies a t D u k e  U niversity  spe­
cializing in B raz ilian  c in em a an d  

cultural studies, m edia  theory,

docum entary  studies and con ­

tem porary w o rld  cinem a. Sa 

Carvalho is an  assistant professor 
o f Portuguese a n d  Spanish a t the 

University o f  N o rth  C arolina at 
Chapel Hill. H e r  areas o f exper­

tise include 19 th  a n d  20th cen tu ­

ry Brazilian a n d  Latin  A m erican  

literatures, pho tography, studies 
o f em pire, m ap p in g , m em ory  

and  relationships between litera­

ture, science a n d  technology.

“I have co llabora ted  with 

Furtado  in  th e  p as t and  I  m et

Sa C arva lho  th ro u g h  h im  a t the 
Latin A m erican  S tudies A sso­

ciation conference last M ay  in 

S pain ,” A renillas said. “T h e ir  

work dialogues very well, so 
I decided  to inv ite  th em  to  o u r 

cam pus.”

T h is  event is p re sen ted  by th e  

D ep artm en t o f  Languages, L it­
eratures an d  In te rn a tio n a l S tu d ­

ies, th e  D ep a rtm e n t o f  E a rth , 

Environm ental a n d  G eo g rap h i­

cal S tudies a n d  the Office o f 

D iversity an d  Inclusion .

Through th e analysis of images, 

students w ill gain perspective on 

some of th e  history of the region: 

environm ental issues, indigenous 

movements, contacts and 

struggles.

— Maria Arenillas 
Spanish language professor

Poetry readers drop the mic

Jackie Jahfetson/NW
The N M U  W ritin g  C enter hosted “Coffee, Creatives &  Canned g oods ," yesterday. The e v e n t, an open mic 

and canned goods drive , w as held to  benefit th e  W o m e n 's  Center pan try  in M a rq u e tte .

A pply to  
T he N orth W ind  

Board o f  
D irectors

Any majors accepted!

•  Must be in at le a s t six 
c re d it  hours during  fall 
a n d  w in te r  s e m e s te rs  
o f th e ir  a p p o in tm e n t.

•  G PA o f  a t  le a s t 2 .0

•T e r m  is tw o  y e a rs .

A p p lica tio n s  av a ila b le  
o n  th e  d o o r o f th e  
N o rth  W ind o f f ic e .
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Monday to Friday: students to celebrate the earth

Gamma Theta Upsilon members create events to educate and inspire

B y Sam Rush 

layout editor

A  group o f N M U  students be­

lieves that m ore than  o n e  day 
needs to be dedicated to  celebrat­

ing the Earth. Starting n ex t week, 

events prom pting environm ental 
protection are designed to  raise 

awareness abou t environm ental 
issues for students and  th e  M ar­

quette community.

From April 15 to 19, N M U ’s 
E arth  Environmental a n d  Geo­

graphical Sciences (EEGS) D e­

partm en t will host its fifth annual 
A nderton’s E arth  Week. T h e  week 

is packed with events: including a 

trivia night, nightly environm en­
tal film showings, guest speakers 

and  an interactive a rt installation. 
Students will have an opportunity

to  respond to a  prom pt relating to 

the them e o f  the day from  11 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. where those responses 

will be displayed th roughout the 

rem ainder of the week. T h e  events 
will take place at various locations 
across campus.

T h e  week-long celebration will 

be hosted in honor o f  J o h n  B. An- 
derton, a  form er EE G S professor 

who passed away several years ago.

“This is actually th e  first year 
tha t none o f  the b o ard  members 

were students o f Professor Ander- 

ton so it’s kind o f special th a t we’re 
keeping it going even though we 

never actually got to know  him,” 

geographic honor society G am m a 

T h e ta  Upsilon President K it Col­
lins said.

Each day will be th em ed  with a  
particular focus. M onday  begins

with land m anagem ent and  agri­

culture. Tuesday’s th em e will be 

water; Wednesday: civic engage­
ment; Thursday: c lim ate and Fri­

day will finish with municipalities.

Several panelists will com e to 
campus and  present, including 

governm ent and com m unity  vi­

tality educator at M S U  extension 
Brad N eum ann an d  M ary  M ar­

tin, m em ber o f  the N M U  Biology- 

D epartm ent, who will bo th  talk 
about living off the g rid  at 6 p.m. 

on  Monday.

T he week will also feature N M U  
EEGS graduate K ath leen  Henry, 

who will speak ab o u t her experi­
ence with the Peace C orps. Henry, 

who was recently accepted into 

Johns Hopkins U niversity g rad u ­

ate program  for environm ental 
education, will speak  abou t an 

experience that is o f  interest to 

many students. C ollins said this is 

the event tha t she is m ost looking 
forward to as she is considering 

following down a sim ilar p a th  to 
H enry’s post g raduation .

Everyone is urged  to  participate 

in the event, Collins said, adding, 
especially those w ho  are  passion­

ate about learning ab o u t environ­

m ental issues in th e  M arquette 
area.

This is actually the first year that 

none of the board members w ere  

students of Professor Anderton so 

it’s special th a t w e’re keeping it 

going

— Kit Collins 
Gamma Theta Upsilon president

NORTHERN M IC H IG A N  UNIVERSITY 'S  I
• G A M M A T H E T A  UPSILON • 

IN TE R N A TIO N A L GEOGRAPHICAL HONOR S O C IE T Y *
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OteiOisdKOf. v.eti

WEDNESDAY. APRIL 17 |
• 11:00am ?:00r>m: An
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• ?D0pm: SpeaVer Nancy Vim 

oncliuen tnvolvemeiwwesi 
Science 3710

• 6.30pm: Speaker* Kathleen
Henry and Dr. Scon Jordan • 
oca tourinri and gening 
Involved alter graduation.^
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• 6:00pm Speaker G'i>

Photo courtesy o f Kit Collins 
A  series o f events w ill h igh ligh t sustainability  issues, inc lud ing off-grid  

living, changing th e  c lim a te  conversation and th e  Ripley P o w er P lan t.

Fantasy world com es to fruition
Cosplay-related NMU student groups to host local comic-con

B y Jessica Parsons 

copy editor

H u m an s ju m p  o u t o f  an im e 

m ovies an d  books w ith  th e ir  re ­

a listic  m akeup  stylings. Eyes are  

d o n e  up  to  resem ble a n im e  eyes 

as large as tenn is  balls , h ig h  p o ­

ny-ta ils swish a n d  sway. Sw ords 
cu t th rough  th e  a ir a m o n g  c h a t­

te r  o f  favorite co stum es. People 
spend  hours crea tin g  th e  perfect 

costum e m odeled  a f te r  the ir fa ­

vo rite  character. P iece  by piece, 

th e ir  fantasy com es to  fruition.

S uperio r C on w ill be held  

from  10 a.m . to 10 p .m . this S a t­

urday, A pril 13, o n  th e  first an d  

second  floors o f  J a m r ic h  H all.

Superior Con will be an opportunity for students to  show off their cos­

tum es end makeup and provide a spec* to  enjoy *yeek~ culture.

A dm ission is free  fo r s tuden ts 

an d  com m unity  m e m b ers  alike.
M em bers  from  a  co llec tion  o f  

s tu d en t o rg an iza tio n s— in c lu d ­

ing  C am p u s C in e m a , A nim ated , 

C heckpo in t S av ed , M arq u e tte  

A fter D u sk  an d  N o r th e rn  D u e l­

ist A cadem y— w ill jo in  C osplay- 
ers U n ite  to  p lan  a n d  p a rtic ip a te  

in this y ea r’s S u p e r io r  C o n .

S u p erio r C o n  is M a rq u e tte ’s 

very ow n  local co m ic -c o n  h osted  

a t N M U  and  o rg a n iz e d  en tire ly  

by students, E v e n t C o o rd in a to r  
Em  Shirilla said  in  a n  em ail.

“You d o n ’t re a lly  find pop- 

cu ltu re  con v en tio n s  in the  U .P , 

so the goal o f  S u p e r io r  C o n  is 

to  provide a  s im ila r  ex perience 

w here anyone c a n  com e to  en ­

jo y  gam es, films, co m ics , cosplay  

an d  o th e r  form s o f  ‘geek’ e n te r ­

ta in m e n t,” S h irilla  said.

D u rin g  the e v e n t, a tten d e es  

can ex p ec t to  f in d  v ideo  g a m ­

ing, Live A ctio n  Role Playing  

(LARP), ca rd  a n d  b o a rd  g am ­

ing, a  cosplay c a fe  an d  p an e l 

p ro g ram m in g , S h irilla  said .

“ It is m y p e rs o n a l l>cl»ef th a t

Photo courtesy o f Cosplayers Unite 
A group o f students lines up fo r  b a ttle , donned in e la b o ra te  costum es. 

This year's Superior Con is hosted by  a variety o f N M U  C osplay  groups.

everyone has so m eth in g  to geek 

o u t over, be it  v id eo  gam es, su ­

p e r  heroes, an im e  o r  costum ­

ing ,” S hirilla said . “ Events like 

ours a re  m e an t to  give people 

a  space to  en joy  w h a t  they love 

a n d  share  th a t ex p e rien ce  w ith 

o th e rs.”

Shirilla m e n tio n e d  there will 

be new th ings h ap p e n in g  w ith 

this year’s S u|>erior C o n .

T h ese  o rg an iza tio n s  w ere 

ab le  to  receive fu n d in g  to  b rin g

two guests: a  lo c a l M ich ig an  

cosplayer, K ira  E lric — an d  a n ­

im e voice a c to r /m u s ic ia n  B rian  
Beacock.

“B oth will have p a n e l sessions 

ab o u t th e ir  ex p e rien ce s . We 

will also be o p e ra t in g  a sm all 

vendors hall th a t w ill inc lu d e  

local businesses T a ig a  G am es 

and  T h e  G am e -W ell, as w ell as 

N M U  stu d en ts  fe a tu r in g  th e ir  

ow n w ork ,” S h irilla  said.

http://www.thenorthwindonline.com
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Six victories, second place

Track and Field women smashed the competition in the Tiffelberg Open

Photo courtesy of NMU Women'sTrack and Field
Shayla H u b e n e r qualified fo r  th e  8 o o-m eter fin a l a t  th e  2019 Indoor NCAA Cham pionships, breaking th e  school record o f 2:10.13  in early  M arch.

B y Travis N elson 

contributing writer

T h e  N o r th e rn  M ich ig an  U n i­
versity  W o m en ’s T ra ck  a n d  Field 

traveled  d o w n  to  T iffin , O h io , 

this past w eek en d  to  co m p e te  in 
th e  T iffe lb e rg  O p en . T h e  W ild­

cats rode six  ind iv id u a l victories 
a n d  a  p rov isiona l m ark  to  a  sec­

o n d  p lace fin ish  o u t o f  11 team s.
“We h a d  som e g re a t p e rfo r­

m ances a n d  perfec t w eather, 
[so] th a t h e lp s ,” co ach  Jen n y  

R yan said, “ W e defin ite ly  had 

som e g rea t resu lts  for w here we 
a re  rig h t now ; it ’s b ee n  a  good 

s ta rt to  th e  season  a n d  w e’re 
looking  fo rw ard  to  see w h a t we 

can  do  this co m in g  w eek en d .”

N M U . s ta r te d  th e  m e e t off 
strong, as ju n io r  H a n n a h  Torvi 

took  first p la c e  in  th e  3 ,0 0 0 -m e­

te r  steep lech ase  w ith a  tim e 

o f  11:20.00. S o p h o m o re  Elise 
Longley e a rn e d  second  p lace 

poin ts for th e  ’C ats, a n d  fresh ­
m an  K a tr in a  S alm en  ea rn e d  

th ird -p lace p o in ts , w ith  tim es o f 

11:53.00 a n d  12:27 .00 , respec­
tively.

F reshm an  A n n a  K elly  w on 

th e  second e v e n t o f  th e  day  for 

the W ildcats, as she w o n  the 

1 ,500-m eter r u n  w ith  a  tim e  o f  

4 :54.73. S e n io r  A bby F ifarek  
w ouldn’t le t th e  d is tan ce  even t 

success stop  th e re , as she took 

first p lace in  th e  5 ,0 0 0 -m e te r 

run  w ith a  tim e  o f  18:38.20.
N o rth e rn  w a s  also a  fo rced  to 

be reckoned  w ith  in  th e  sp rin t­

ing  events, as th e  team  w as click­
ing  o n  all cy linders.

S o p h o m o re  L au ren  A larie 
finished in  a  tie  fo r first p lace  in 

the 1 0 0-m eter d ash  w ith  a  tim e 

o f  12.40 seco n d s, a n d  ju n io r

M egan  M a r tin  took h o m e  the 

4 0 0-m eter d a sh  title in  1:04.41.

In  the tr ip le  ju m p , sophom ore 

D u n ja  D ro b a c  was v ictorious 

w ith a ju m p  o f  35’3 .25” . Senior 

M ichelle J u e rg e n  p laced  second 

in th e  h ig h  ju m p , as h e r  ju m p  o f 

5 ’6 .25” set a n  N CAA  D ivision 

II p rov isiona l m ark. Ju e rg e n  

also took p a r t  in  the lo n g  ju m p , 

w here she b ro u g h t h o m e a n o th ­

e r  second p la c e  w ith a  d istance

o f  17’5 .2 5 ” .

N M U  fin ished  th e  m e e t w ith 
a  team  to ta l o f  162 p o in ts, good 

en o u g h  fo r a  second  p lace  finish. 

T iffin  U niversity , w h o  co -hosted  

th e  m e e t w ith  H e id e lb e rg  U n i­

versity, to o k  h o m e  first p lace.

T h e  W ild ca ts  also  sen t a  few 

a th le te s  to  B ow ling G reen , 
K en tucky  to  co m p ete  in  the 

H illto p p e r Relays ho sted  by 

W estern  K en tu ck y  University.

L ead ing  th e  w ay w as senior 

Shayla H u e b n e r, as she won 

th e  8 0 0 -m e te r ru n  w ith  a  tim e 

o f  2 :11 .30 , w h ich  e a rn e d  h er a 

provisional m a rk .

T h e  te a m  sta rted  th e  spring  

season o ff o n  a g ood  note, 

coach R yan sa id , ad d in g , he  is 

im pressed w ith  how  th e  te am  is 

con tin u in g  its  m o m en tu m  from  

th e ir in d o o r  season .

“E very o n e’s effort is g rea t,

th e ir  a t ti tu d e s  a re  g re a t, I ’m  

im pressed  w ith  w here w e’re  a t 

a lread y  th is  seaso n ,” R y an  said . 

“I  th in k  w e c a m e  o ff th a t g re a t 

in d o o r seaso n  a n d  w e’ve k ep t it 
go ing.”

T h e  ’C a ts  w ill be b ac k  in  a c ­

tio n  this w eek en d , as th e y  travel 
to  O a k la n d  U n iv ers ity  to  c o m ­

p e te  in  th e  G o ld e n  G rizz ly  In v i­

ta tio n a l o n  A p ril  15 to  16.

Photo courtesy o f NMU Athletics
N M U  takes second a t T iffe lberg  Open and sees tw o  provisionals in th e ir  lates t tra c k  and  f ie ld  m e et.

We had some great perform ances 

and perfect w eather, [so] that 

helps. We definitely had some 

great results for w here w e  are 

right now; it’s been a good start to  

the season and w e’re looking fo r­

ward to  see w hat w e can do this  

coming weekend.

— Jenny Ryan 
coach, Track and Field

http://www.thenorthwindonline.com
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Women's go If
N o rth e rn  M ich ig an  U niversity W om en’s G o lf  team  took 

fourth  place o u t  o f  19 team s a t the N C 4K  C ollege Classic 

a t the Je fferson  C o u n try  C lub  in Blacklick O hio . C om ing  in 
w ith  a  score o f  633 , the  ’C ats were only three strokes shy o f  
scoring in  th e  to p  three.

Ju n io r C a ro  Els was n am ed  to th e  All T o u rn a m e n t Team  
a n d  she fin ished  th ird  overall in  individual scores w ith  a final 

score o f  147.

Senior K arissa  G utherie  finished tied  for 2 4 th , senior 
H aley  H ew er finished tied  for 34th, freshm en A bigail Booz­

er finished tie d  for 4 0 th  a n d  round ing  off the N M U  golfers 

was senior B aylee D u n m ire  who finished in  9 8 th  place.
N M U  w as the to p  perfo rm ing  G LIA C team  a t  th e  com ­

petition  fin ish ing  a h e a d  o f  five o ther GLIA C com petitors.
T h e  ’C ats w ill re tu rn  to O h io  this w eekend fo r th e  Walsh 

Invitational a t  the  G len m o o r C ountry  Club.

M e n 's  golf
T h e  N o rth e rn  M ichigan University M en’s G o lf  team  

com peted in th e  G rayhound  In ternational, a  th ree-day  golf­
ing event held  a t the Purgatory  G olf C lub in Nobelsville, In­
diana.

T h e  ’C ats p layed  against 18 o ther teams and  defeated the 

Saginaw  Valley S tate  University C ardinal’s.

Senior A ustin  Eisner lead  the Wildcats with a  final score o f 

217 points a n d  finished the event tied for 14th place.
Senior O w e n  Beyer an d  ju n io r Chris Black tie d  for 51st 

place with a  fina l score o f  226 points, ju n io r K urtis  Fontinha 

finished in 9 3 rd  place an d  rounding  off the N M U  golfers was 
senior Logan H aig h t, com ing in right behind F ontinha, and 

he finished in  9 4 th  place.

T h e  team  w ill b e  back in action A pril 19 to 21 a t  the G LI­

A C C ham pionships.

Wildcat of the week

Photo courtesy of NMU athletics 

Jun ior G ra ison  R ing lever becam e th e  firs t N M U  lacrosse 

p layer to  score  100  c areer points in th e  te a m 's  re tu rn  to  

th e  S u p erio r D o m e  in th e  gam e agains t C oncord ia  U niver­

s ity . She re ac h ed  th is  m iles to n e  in an assist to  sop h o m o re  

Bianca K in d e r. R in g le ve r fin ished  by scoring f iv e  goals fo r  

th e  W ild c a ts .

Photo Courtesy o f NMU Athletics

Sophom ore and  m id fie ld er Bianca Kinder carries th e  ball looking fo r  an open p layer a t th e  S u p e rio r D om e during  

a past gam e.

Lady laxers take on rivals
B y A lex Skinner

sports editor

T h e  N o r th e rn  M ich igan  U n i­
versity  W o m en ’s Lacrosse team  

has h ad  a  b u sy  m idd le  o f  th e  
season s tre tch  aw ay from  th e  

S u p erio r D o m e  afte r  w rap p in g  
u p  its fourth  s tra ig h t ro a d  gam e 

ag a in st th e  C o n c o rd ia  U nivers i­

ty (CU ), St. P a u l G o ld en  B ears. 

T h e  ’C ats sh o w ed  som e m id ­
season fatigue a n d  d ro p p ed  th e  

co n tes t 21-9.

T h e  W ild ca ts  fell b eh in d  

early  in th e  m a tc h  3-0 before 

s ta r  freshm an  a t ta c k /m id f ie ld e r  

A leya S peas a d d e d  a tally on 

a pass from  ju n io r  m idfielder 
G ra iso n  R in g lev e r to p u t N M U  

on th e  sco reb o a rd .

T h e  G o ld e n  B ears sensed 
w eakness in  th e  W ildca t defense 

a n d  quickly p o u n c e d  a n d  scored  

tw o m ore g o a ls  to  take a  5-1 
lead .

R in g lev er c a p tu re d  a goal off 
o f  a  free-p o sitio n  sho t an d  so p h ­

o m o re  a t ta c k /m id f ie ld e r  Ellie 

B ah r w ould  a lso  score as N M U  

o nce aga in  fig h t back  to  w ith in  a 
tw o-goal deficit.

T h e  ’C ats w e re n ’t  done yet as 
R inglever sco red  h e r  second goal 

o f  the day a t th e  17:16 m ark  o f  
th e  first h a lf  b e fo re  freshm an at- 

ta ck /m id fie ld er E m ily R enfrew  

scored  ju s t a  m in u te  la ter to tie 

the  gam e a t 5-5 apiece.

U nfortu n a te ly  for N M U , its 
sho t a t the co m eb ack  beg an  to 
fizzle w hen C U  a d d e d  tw o quick  

goals shortly  a f te r  to  ju m p  back  

ah ead  by tw o go a ls. R inglever 
scored  on  a n o th e r  free posi­

tion shot b u t th e  G olden B ears 

w ould  score th r e e  m ore tim es 

before the en d  o f  stoppage, a n d  

w ould  lead  10-6 a t  halftim e.

C U  o pened  th e  ha lf w ith  tw o 

goals s tra igh t o u t  o f  the g ate  to 

resum e p lay in  th e  second h a lf  

before R in g lev er would score 

again for N M U , h e r  fourth  goal 
o f  the gam e. I t  w as  here how ev­

er tha t the  G o ld e n  Bears b eg an  

to  run  aw ay w ith  the gam e, a n ­

sw ering w ith  s ix -stra igh t goals. 

Speas an d  R en fre w  would ad d  

tallies for th e  W ildca ts b u t the  
offense w asn’t a b le  to overcom e 

the deficit as th e  ’Cats w ent on  

to d ro p  the m a tc h  by a score o f  

21-9.

T u rnovers w o u ld  prove to  be  

the achilles h ee l o f  th e  m a tch  as 

N M U  co m m itted  2 0  co m p ared  

to  C U ’s 13. N M U  also lost th e  

g ro u n d  ball b a t t le  by only  co l­

lecting 16 c o m p a re d  to  C U ’s 23.

D esp ite  the  loss, the  W ild ca t 

offense has c o n tin u e d  to  p ro ­

duce b ig  n am es  a n d  b ig  p o in t 
totals w ith  R in g le v e r le ad in g  the 

team  w ith  26  g oals. T h e  fresh ­

m en d u o  o f  S p e a s  a n d  R enfrew  
co n tinue to  p ro d u c e  w ith  b o th  

players ad d in g  to  a  ste llar rookie 

season: S peas w ith  19 goals a n d  

R enfrew  w ith  17.

N ext u p  fo r th e  W ildcats is a 

rem atch  ag a in s t C U , th is tim e 

on  ho m e fie ld  o n  W ednesday, 
A pril 10. T h e  G o ld en  B ears 

have a  p lu s-.5 0 0  rec o rd  w ith  a 

7-4 m ark , 4 -2  in  G L IA C  play  

a n d  cu rren tly  res id e  tied  for 

th ird  p lace  in  th e  co n ference 
w ith  M c K e n d re e  U niversity . 

T h e  ’C ats a re  3 -7  overall an d  

ca rry  a  2-4 G L IA C  rec o rd  an d  

are  still w ith in  s trik in g  d is tan ce  

o f  m aking  u p  p o in ts  in  co n fe r­

ence a fte r  f in d in g  itse lf tied  

for sixth p la c e  w ith  A sh lan d  

U niversity.

Photo courtesy of NMU athletics
Sophom ore Sh an n o n  W alus defends a ball a t the S uperio r Dom e against th e  Concordia U n iv e rs ity  Golden Bears. 

The w om en 's  lacrosse te a m  to o k  on th ree  rivals fro m  th e  GLIAC conference th is  w eek .

http://www.thenorthwindonline.com
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Sustained injuries hurt more than victories

Sports
Editor

Alex
Skinner

April is a  ho ly  tim e o f  the  year 

in the sports w orld  an d  you would 

be h a rd  p ressed  to find a con tra ­
dictory o p in io n  on  the matter.

T h e  ju g g e rn a u t o f  college 

sports tha t is M arch  M adness has 
ju s t conc luded , congratulations 

to  V irginia University. A  year 
rem oved fro m  suffering the most 

shocking u p se t o f  all tim e in all of 
college basketball history, a  loss 

against a  sixteen-seed an d  th e  first 
in to u rn a m e n t history, to follow 

up w ith a  n a tio n a l cham pionship 
is noth ing  s h o r t o f astounding.

Since th e  to u rn a m e n t’s incep­
tion, nobody  has recorded a  per­

fect b racket a n d  with good reas'bn 

as to why. W ith  64 team s in  the 
tou rn am en t a n d  32 gam es played, 

the chances o f  a  perfect bracket are 

l in 9 ,223,372,036,854,775,808 

(that’s 9.2 quintillion), according 

to an  article published  by Duke 

University.
M any fans, including myself, 

fill o u t m o re  than  one yet I ’m 
still lucky to  see ju s t one o f  my 

Final Four predictions com e true. 
T h a t’s why as a  sports enthusiast I

tu rn  my gaze to  a different sports 

bracket, th e  N H L  Playoffs.
Beginning o n  Wednesday, April 

10, the to p  sixteen team s in the 
N H L  face o ff fo r a chance to  hoist 

the most desireable trophy in all 
o f  professional sports, the  Stan­

ley Cup. I t  is m ythologized as the 

“hardest trophy  to win in  sports” 

and  the hype truly lives up  to the 
journey.

Hockey players are known for 
their toughness, and exam ination 
o f  p atien t hospital records after 

the Stanley C up Playoffs con­

cludes shows ju s t  that.

Take th e  legend o f Boston Bru­
ins forw ard Patrice Bergeron into 

consideration. In  the 2013 Finals 

against th e  C hicago Blackhawks, 

Bergeron appeared  to be ailing 
b u t pushed  through th e  pain be­

fore the B ru ins finally the series in  
six games.

I t was revealed th a t Bergeron 
was p laying a  H erculean  task o f 

keeping up  w ith  a sm orgasbord 

o f  th reaten ing  issues. Bergeron 

suffered a to rn  rib cartilage in  

gam e 4 o f  th e  finals, a  broken rib  

in game 5 before separating  his 

left shoulder a n d  piercing his left 
lung d u rin g  gam e 6.

In this series, Bergeron pushed 

his body to  th e  absolute limits and  

then som e w ith plenty o f  fans ex­

claim ing, “Is i t  w orth it?”

These to p  athletes have access 
to tra in in g  an d  therapy sessions 
th a t a re  th e  best in  the world. 

You could argue th a t if  there  was 

anybody w h o  could overcom e this 

sort o f injury, it w ould b e  these 
athletes. B u t at w hat p o in t should 

you s ta rt to  consider the  long­
te rm  physical effects?

In  sports  such as the  N FL , we 

are finally starting  to  see th e  con­

ception o f  organizations devoted 
to the h e a lth  o f fo rm er stars, such 

as the C oncussion  Legacy Foun­

dation, com m itted  to  providing

assistance an d  resources to for­

m er players.

T h e  com petitive drive that 

stacks the build ing  blocks o f  these 

athletes is som ething  to be consid­
ered w h en  discussing such a  taboo 

topic such  as physical an d  mental 

health . I t ’s no t surprising to see 

athletes w a n t to p u sh  themselves 
to the lim its  to achieve th e ir  goal, 

a cham pionship . W inn ing  is their 

job . T h a t  is why they a re  paid, to

play the gam e an d  win cham pion­

ships for th e ir  teams, for the ir cit­
ies and  th e ir  personal validation. 

They train  y e a r  round to  s tand  on 

a  pillar a t th e  en d  o f th e  season to 

say one th ing , “I ’m th e  best.”
B ut why does it seem th a t hock­

ey players take this to the  m ost ex­

treme? Is i t  th e  physique th a t we 

have built th e m  up to  be tougher 
than they ac tually  are, th a t they’re 

doing this fo r  us?

Bergeron said  after gam e 5 that 

he was actively seeking consul­
tation to  re tu rn  to the  gam e in

Chicago to  give his team  a  com­

petitive edge. Team doctors told 
him there  w as no chance th a t was 

happening  a n d  transported  him 

to a  local hospital.
To start game 6, Bergeron 

adm itted h e  wasn’t  sure that 
he w ould b e  able to  play. After 

discussing w ith  team  doctors, a 
nerve-block procedure would 

do the trick  long enough to  give 
Bergeron th e  playing tim e he so

desperately sought.
H e suffered a  punctu red  lung  in 

the first p e rio d  and  was adm inis­
tered a n o th e r nerve-blocking p ro ­
cedure d u rin g  the first interm is­

sion. I t w asn’t  enough  to  win the 
gam e, how ever, as B oston w ould 

lose in the  fin a l seconds a n d  C h i­
cago w ould w in  the cham pion ­

ship.

W here is th e  separation  b e ­

tween w an tin g  the best for o u r 

team s as fans an d  w anting the 

best o u t o f  o u r players? T h is 
poin t can  b e  argued  for now  until 

eternity  w ith  no  correc t answ er 
in  sight. O bviously  the lights an d  

glam our o f  th e  spotlight can be 

glaring a n d  in terfere w ith logic 

an d  choice. I  w ould tell these 

players to p u t  i t  all ou t on  the line 
ju s t as B ergeron  d id  b u t th a t ju s t 

w ouldn’t  b e  fair. T h e  m em ories 

o f  a cham pionsh ip  m ust b e  am az ­

ing, bu t a  lifestyle o f  p e rm an en t 
dam age sh o u ld  far outw eigh th a t 

mindset.

I ap p lau d  anyone w ho is as 

dedicated  to  th e ir  sport enough  to 

risk life-th reaten ing  consequenc­

es. T h e y  give us fans h ope an d  

promise, a  ta il-tale th a t will live 

on for etern ities. I f  they  are will­

ing to  lay every th ing  ou t, w ho am  
I to judge? S ports  com radery  can 

m end any  w ounds th rough  time.

The m em ories of a championship 

m ust be am azing, but a lifestyle  

of perm anent damage should fa r 

outweigh th at mindset.

LIGHT

THE

LAM P
NMU men’s ice 
hockey 2018-19 
season in photos

Editor’s note: 
Although the season 
officially ended for 
the 'Cats in March, 
the ice hasn’t melted. 
This photo collection 
highlights notable 
moments in a season 
of 21 total wins and a 
second-place finish 
in the WCHA.
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W O R D  SEARCH OF THE WEEK

THEME: T h in g s  yon n eed  w hen you m ove
BAGS MONEY RAGS
BINS NEWSPAPER SCISSORS
BOX CUTTER PACKING PAPER SNACKS
BOXES PACKING TAPE STRONG FRIENDS
BUBBLE WRAP PAPER TOWELS TARP
CLEANING SUPPLIES PATIENCE TOOLKIT
LABELS PICKUP TRUCK YOUR DAD

INSPIRATIONS

pretty phonetic ... 
she already began layout 

how inspirational 
it's 7:06 p.m. wut is this 

weekly calcium discussion 
as long as you're budget­
ing for it, drink the milk 

your body will crumble 
like a witch in the rain 
Poetry with Soph's Apple 

Watch (TM):
On my way.

In a meeting. Call you 
later?
Hello!

Sorry, can't talk right 
now...

Sorry, no.
The end.

muscle weight or muscle 
mass?

jackies got new lotionnnnn 
so much inspo tonight 

buy the dang ad 
feel better alex III lilt 

pie
grasshopper pie 

iron bay 
my cocks t shirt 

hi kaden 
hey riley 
antivax 

she plays gOlf 
i wrote butt

sophie is the more inspira­
tional

did u get it? 
UUUhhh?

today, we are sporty 
screw vending machinesl 

scammas
tim stress-humming 

he used "community" 21 
times in his 1.5 pg paper 

is it an nmu or a nmu 
our brains hurt 

riley the cutout king 
‘ whispers* "nothing" 

-jackie j
open mic ladiesl 111 
it better be good
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Apply at 301 Gries Hall 
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