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A tawsuit filed Feb. 8  b y  fo u r professors in NM U's College o f Business alleges th e  university v io la te d  federal pay 

and gender discrim ination laws. The N M U  Collge o f Business is located in Cohodas Hall.

Profs, file lawsuit against NMU
University accused of gender discrimination in 
violation of federal equal pay and labor laws

By Tim Eggert
e d ito r - in -c h ie f

A lawsuit filed Feb. 8 by four 
professors in N M U ’s College 
of Business alleges the univer
sity discriminated against them 
on the basis o f their gender by 
paying them less than  their male 
counterparts in violation of fed
eral gender discrimination and 
equal pay laws.

Claudia H art, C arol Stein- 
haus, Karin Stulz an d  M argaret 
Vroman claim that the College 
o f Business significantly under
pays its female faculty compared 
to their male counterparts and 
denies them equal opportunities 
for tenure.

“NMU received the complaint 
February 13, 2019 an d  it is be
ing reviewed by legal counsel,” 
Chief Marketing Officer Derek 
Hall said in a  statem ent on be
half o f the university. “As a prac
tice, NMU will no t comment 
concerning details o f  pending 
litigation or personnel matters.”

O f the 22 faculty members 
in the College of Business, 15 
are male.

H art, Steinhaus and  Vroman 
are the only female faculty mem
bers in the College o f  Business 
with the rank of professor and 
each currently earns approxi
mately 9 percent less than male

colleagues with the same title, 
according to the complaint.

Stulz is the only female faculty 
member in the College of Busi
ness with the rank o f associate 
professor and currently makes 
approximately 39 percent less 
than the male associate profes
sors on average, the complaint 
states.

H art began working at NM U 
in August 1981 and is the lon
gest-serving member in  the Col
lege of Business. Steinhaus be
gan working at N M U  in August 
2001 while Stulz was hired by 
NM U in 1989’. Vroman started 
employment at NM U  in 2008.

The complaint further claims 
the College of Business discrimi
nates against female faculty by 
giving male faculty members 
preference in choosing the class
es they teach, making it easier for 
male faculty to qualify for tenure 
and awarding tenure track posi
tions to male faculty members 
instead o f equally or more quali
fied female faculty members.

“NM U’s College o f Business 
has fostered an environment in 
which male faculty members are 
treated better than female fac
ulty members in regards to the 
terms and conditions of their 
employment,” the complaint 
states.

When the professors com 

plained to adm inistrators, male 
faculty members and admin
istrators retaliated against the 
professors by disparaging their 
work, canceling the ir classes and 
programs or increasing their 
workloads w ithout additional 
compensation, according to the 
complaint.

In September 2016, the four 
professors filed separate charges 
with the U.S. Equal Employ
ment O pportunity Commission 
(EEOC) alleging the discrimi
nations. According to the com
plaint, “the E E O C  determ ined 
there is reasonable cause to be
lieve that NM U violated” the 
Equal Pay Act o f 1963 and Tide 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964.

The suit alleges the average 
male salary in the College of 
Business “significantly exceeds” 
the average female salary across 
all ranks and disciplines over the 
last 12 years, despite the plain
tiffs performing equal work un
der similar conditions.

In 2016, H art and Steinhaus 
were the only female faculty 
members in the College o f Busi
ness with the ran k  of professor 
and earned approxim ately 15 
percent less than  the male pro
fessors on average.

See SUIT • Page 15

BOT approves 1 percent increase 
in housing and dining rates

By Ttm Eggert 
e d ito r - in -c h ie f

After consecutive years of 
high room and board  rate in
creases, the NM U Board of 
Trustees (BOT) voted at its 
Feb. 15 meeting to increase 
the cost o f on-campus hous
ing and dining meal plans less 
than 1 percent for the 2019- 
2020 fiscal year.

The combined cost of a 
double-occupancy room in 
“traditional residence halls,” 
such a$ Spalding, H unt, Van 
Antwerp, Magcrs and Mey- 
land Halls and the “silver 
constant” meal pass—the 
new dining plan base require
ment—will be $5,247 per se
mester, an increase o f $44 or 
0.85 percent.

A double-occupancy 
room in a residence hall of 
T he Woods complex, such 
as Birch, Cedar and Maple 
Halls, with the same meal 
plan will be $5,650 per semes
ter, an increase o f $55 or 0.98 
percent.

“The fact we’re able to keep 
room and board increases at 
less than 1 percent is a testa
ment to the great staff manag
ing housing and dining, but 
also to the choices and options

Northern makes available 
to students,” Trustee James 
Haveman said, according to a  
university press release. “I just 
want to thank the people who 
are able to hold costs dow n for 
the students. T hat’s really our 
goal and I think we accom
plished it this time.”

In 2018, die BO T approved 
a  3.5 percent increase for dou
ble-occupancy, rooms in  tradi
tional residence halls while in 
2017 the BOT approved a 4.9 
percent increase for the same 
traditional residence hall 
room option.

While the combined cost of 
the required base m eal plan 
and double-occupancy tradi
tional residence hall a n d  The 
Woods complex room s will 
increase by less than one per
cent in the fall, all on-campus 
apartment rates, which are 
not subject to a  required meal 
plan, will increase on average 
3 percent.

Another exception to the 
room and board rate increase 
is Spooner Hall. Ail Spooner 
Hall room and apartm ent rate 
options and Spooner Hall 
meal plan combined costs will 
increase by 2 percent.

See RATE • Page 15

North Winners

Jackie  Ja h fe tso n /N W

The N orth  W ind s ta ff  was aw arded fourth  place in e d ito ria (/c o m m e n 

ta ry  and seventh p lace for a fou r-year w eekly  new spaper a t  th e  Associ- 

ated  Collegiate Press Best o f  th e  M idw est Convention on  S unday.
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Gov. W h itm er's  C hief S tra teg is t M ark Burton (center) discusses W hitm er's  vision for M ich igan  w hile  Political 

Science Professors Brian Cherry (left) and Steve N elson  (right) listen.

G o v. W h itm e r ’s s tra te g is t  

a d d re s s e s  c o m m u n ity
Alumnus Mark Burton talks fixing roads,

S o lv in g  

im m ig ra tio n  a t  

th e  s o u rc e

B y Jackie Jahfetson

c o p y  e d ito r

Gov. G retchen W hitmer’s 
chief strategist visited NM U for 
a panel discussion last week to 
break down key issues the new 
administration hopes to resolve, 
including infrastructure, educa
tion and civil rights.

Invited by the Political Sci
ence D epartm ent, M ark Burton 
—  1999 N M U  graduate and 
Champion native —  talked to a 
group of community members, 
faculty and students on Feb. 14 
in the Mead Auditorium in the 
West Science Building, noting 
some of the topics W hitmer ad
dressed in last Tuesday’s State of 
the State.

Infrastructure was a key issue 
for Whitmer during her cam
paign. She talked about it at 
rallies and campaign stops so of
ten, Burton said she’s sometimes 
known as the “Fix-the-damn- 
roads Lady.”

“We have th e  worst roads in 
the country, it  does not m atter 
where you are in the state. We 
have over 3,000 bridges that are 
on the critical bridge list, which 
is really scary to think about. 
They’re not ju s t two-lane road 
bridges, we’re talking about in 
some cases six lanes [of] traffic 
going each way,” Burton said. 
“I think the solution has always 
been present. You can’t build the 
roads if  you d o n ’t have money to 
build them.

“By letting roads that are in 
good condition fall into fair con
dition. The cost of maintenance 
goes up dram atically ...our poor 
roads are dram atically increas
ing and you cannot repave a 
poor road because you will be 
doing it again in five years. You

need to rebuild that road.”
Burton said Whitmer will “lay 

out specifics” in  her budget pro
posal during the first week in 
March. The biggest test, howev
er, will be convincing legislators 
on both sides o f  the aisle to vote 
“yes.”

Education is another issue 
Burton touched on, noting how 
Michigan’s education system has 
been on a state of decline since 
2003. For instance, the number 
o f at-risk students has increased 
from 24 percent to 49 percent to
day, Burton continued, explain
ing, that the “per-pupil funding” 
method is not efficient in helping 
support those at-risk students.

“At-risk children research con
tinually demonstrates [they] are 
more expensive in terms o f some 
o f the supports they need and 
some of the wrap-around servic
es they need to  be able to leave 
the system and  be college-ready 
or career-ready. So we have a 
massive problem there too,” 
he said.

There’s been several studies to 
better fund education, and the 
path forward is to reconstruct the 
system so that it is “equity-based” 
instead o f “equality-based.” The 
state needs to provide money for 
each student’s needs, they’re not 
all “widgets” tha t are equal and 
learn the same way, he said.

Burton also said W hitmer 
hopes to revisit the Elliott-Lars- 
en Civil Rights Act and add 
more language to it so it wall 
cover and help protect LGBT 
Michiganders.

“So many o f  the challenges 
that present themselves now 
whether it’s roads and bridges, 
K-12 funding, drinking water 
infrastructure, they’re all state
wide- issues at this point. When

schools and more

we view issues through a state
wide lens, it’s obviously com
plex,” he said.

Political science professors 
Brian C herry and Steve Nel
son, who m oderated the event, 
opened the discussion by ac
knowledging Burton’s road to 
success a t such a young age. 
Burton hum bly noted that his 
success cam e from listening and 
learning from his professors 
here at N M U  and jum ping at 
any opportunity along the way.

“I think one o f the best 
things I’ve been able to do is 
say ‘yes’ w hen good opportuni
ties come along. There are al
ways reasons to say ‘no.’ At the 
time I was young, so [I had] to 
figure out how to get my mom 
to drive me places,” Burton said 
on his rise up  the ladder. “That 
really pushed me even when I 
was 13 years old to start talking 
with adults more and be better 
at asking questions.”

As a ch ief strategist, Burton 
said he doesn’t have a checklist 
as to what his duties are, but he 
is the one whom Gov. W hitmer 
“trusts” to  go into other peo
ple’s “lanes” and “prioritize” 
matters th a t are crisis, such as 
the recent federal government 
shutdown and the polar vortex 
storm where the administration 
asked everyone in the Lower 
Peninsula to  turn down their 
therm ostats to 65 degrees.

“My role can be a  number 
o f different things. Every gov
ernor has somebody tha t’s close 
to them an d  that they trust to 
help get the right information 
to analyze that information and 
bring it to  the governor so she 
can feel good to make decisions 
and there’s nothing missing,” 
Burton said.

By Jackie Jahfetson

co p y  e d ito r

There’s nothing more topi
cal than immigration, but this 
is not a security crisis. This is 
more of a humanity crisis, and 
fixing the border issue goes 
back to the center of the source, 
Former U.S. Ambassador James 
Nealon said in a virtual lecture 
Tuesday afternoon.

NM U ’s Political Science De
partment and Public Admin
istration sponsored the third 
lecture from the World Affairs 
Council o f Western Michigan’s 
“Great Decisions” series. Virtu
ally aired from Calvin College, 
Jamrich room 1320 was packed 
with students and community 
members to  hear about Ne- 
alon’s experience as U.S. Am
bassador o f Honduras from 
2014 to 2017 and his take on 
immigration.

The lecture, “Immigration 
Policy Beyond the Border,” fo
cused on Nealon’s firsthand, 
field experience in Honduras,

where so many —  from that 
country to  all other surround
ing Central American countries 
—  flee to find asylum in the 
United States. People migrate 
to the U nited  States because 
there are certain “pull and push 
factors,” Nealon mentioned. 
Pull factors refer to the aspects 
that draw  people here whereas 
things like violence and suffrage 
are push factors that drive peo
ple away from their homelands.

Though most immigrants 
coming into the U nited States

seek employment so they can 
send money back to their fami
lies, it’s “crucially important” to 
understand the pull factor fami
lies feel when m ost do not return 
to their homelands for holidays 
for fear of not being able to reen
ter the country.. Family reunifica
tion compels others to migrate, 
therefore causes more influxes of 
individuals to cross the border, 
Nealon noted.

“Is it our problem that H on
duras and the other countries of 
the N orthern Triangle are vio
lent? T ha t the police and courts 
are corrupt? Is it our problem 
that the economy can’t create 
enough jobs to  keep people at 
home?” Nealon asked. “W hat is 
the U.S. national interest when it 
comes to C entral America and 
migration? I believe that the na
tional interest is clear.

“If we w ant to drastically de
crease irregular migration from 
Central America, history shows 
that we won’t be successful just 
by playing a  strong defense on 
our border. You’ve all heard the

saying, ‘If you build a  30-foot 
wall, I ’ll b ring  a 31-foot ladder.’” 

The ambassador referenced 
his field experience in Honduras 
and his 29 years overseas, m en
tioning how the problem stimu
lates back to the poor countries 
and the infrastructure o f their 
governments. And immigration 
has seen improvements from 
2000 where 1.6 million were 
apprehended at the border to 
400,000 last year.

See SOLVE • Page 15

Jackie Jah fe tson / f lW

A tten dees w a tc h  fo rm er U .S . Am bassador James N e a lo n  a t a v irtual lec

tu re  Tuesday afternoon on a  screen in Jamrich ro o m  1320.
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University 
Center 
renovations 
on track

B y Sophie H illm eyer

a s s is ta n t  n e w s  e d ito r

Renovations to the Uni
versity Center (UC) are on 
track, with the first phase of 
the two-phase project sched
uled to be completed by mid- 
April.

Phase one included a  ren
ovation to the south wing, 
gutting the first and  second 
floors and an addition to the 
east wing of die building and 
the exterior framing should 
be completed this week, Di
rector of Facilities and  Cam
pus Planning Jim  Tham s 
said. Renovations include 
the addition of large ball
rooms with 16-foot ceilings, 
able to accommodate 1,300 
people standing o r seat 900 
people at round tables, he 
added. Events are already 
scheduled to take place in 
these new facilities.

“I am incredibly excited 
about where we a re [with the 
renovations],” T ham s said. 
“The place is going to look 
dynamite.”

A current and  visible 
change to the facility is the 
glass along the front of the 
building, which will be an 
area with balconies and 
open-seating similar to the 
seating areas in Jam rich, 
Thams said.

At the end of February, 
the G reat Lakes rooms will 
be closed and construction, 
will begin for the restrooms 
and coatrooms for the new 
ballroom facilities, Thams 
said, noting that Simply Su
perior stopped taking res
ervations for that period o f 
time to accommodate for the 
changes. The new restrooms 
will be located where the 
current Skylight Lounge is 
now, completing phase one. 
Those renovated areas will 
then be turned over to the 
university.

Phase two is scheduled to 
begin after April 15, when 
the bookstore and  the Pe
ter White ‘Lounge will be 
turned over to contractors, 
Thams said. Phase two is 
scheduled for completion 
by Aug. 25, one week after 
fall 2019 classes begin, and 
at that time, the facility will 
be open and functional. Af
ter interior renovations con
clude, changes to the parking 
lot and landscaping will take 
place. Those are scheduled 
to be completed by Home
coming weekend, Sept. 20.

See RENO • Page 15

W E IR D  N E W S

1. Unwanted subject reported at 5:46 pan. 
Saturday, Feb. 16, in Center Street Apartments.

The Creative W riters’ Club (CWC) offers students who 
enjoy writing a place to share their work, improve the ir 
craft and make new friends. Each year, CWC hosts an  open 
reading event called “Speak Those Words,” which is open 
to the community and  anyone is welcome to read some
thing they have written. This year’s event was held Tues
day, Feb. 19. Aside from hosting the event, CWC meets 
a t 6 p.m. every Tuesday in LRC room 311. “.Any and all 
majors are welcome, graduates and undergrads alike,” 
CWC Co-President Susan A rnold said. “We have had  
people bring schoolwork, fan fiction, prose and poetry. I t ’s 
a good place to m eet a range o f people and share w rit
ing as non-English students.” Anyone caft attend m eet
ings even if they do no t have any work to share. Interested 
students can get involved by attending weekly meetings 
and messaging questions to. their Facebook page o r 
emailing creativewriters@ nmu.edu.

W a n t to see y o u r o rg . nom ina ted  fo r the spotlight? 

E-mail new s .no rthw ind@ gm a il.com .

It’s 2019 and the traditional rules and societal norm s 
surrounding m arriage no longer have to apply for all 
couples looking for a unique way to wed. A couple in 
Berlin, Vermont, chose to get m arried in the place they 
met this past week, and this meeting location happened 
to be a Walmart. T he ceremony was ordained by an 
assistant m anager who also happened to be a minister. 
Joanne and William were both employees o f this W almart 
and it was where the ir romance first began so they m ade 
a last minute decision to change their wedding venue 
from the courthouse to the floral aisle of the W almart. 
The nontraditional w edding captured attention-on social 
media and brought attention to the Vermont W almart 
store. The couple said the wedding was fast, easy and  
convenient.

3 _

Janet Mock to speak
B y Jessica Parsons

c o p y  ed ito r

Author, director, TV host, pro
ducer and trans rights activist Ja
net Mock will be visiting NM U’s 
campus on Monday, Feb. 25 for 
“An Evening with Janet Mock” to 
spread support to others struggling 
in the LGBT community. The 
event is sponsored by Platform Per
sonalities and the Student Finance 
Committee and the program will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. in Jamrich 
room 1100.

In 2014, fylock debuted on the 
New York Times bestseller’s list 
for her memoir “Redefining Re
alness.” Released in 2017 was 
her second book called “Surpass
ing Certainty.” She is also the 
founder of #GirlsLikeUs, a so
cial media project that empowers 
trans women.

“I’ve worked for the past two

years to bring Janet to our campus 
and this year, with the help o f the 
Diversity Common Reader Pro
gram and Platform Personalities, 
we were able to choose her mem
oir, Redefining Realness, to focus 
our programming on this year and 
bring her to campus to discuss her 
journey,” Jump Start Team Leader 
of the Multicultural Education 
and Resource Center (MERC) 
Madeline Wiles said.

To Wiles, Mock’s journey was 
the first story she experienced that 
she said validated her own paths 
and feelings.

“As a transgender woman, there 
aren’t many role models to look up 
to during their transition. For me, 
Janet Mock was my role model 
who guided me through the strug
gles and hardships I faced with my 
family, friends and myself,”

See MOCK •  Page 4

http://www.thenorthwindonline.com
mailto:creativewriters@nmu.edu
mailto:ews.northwind@gmail.com
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Audience challenges pro-lifer

R iley G arland /N W

Trevor Polio fro m  th e  P rotect Life M ichigan organization hosted th e  "S tum p th e  Pro -L ifer" e ve n t on 

Wednesday, Feb. 20. The goal o f th e  event was to  create a dialogue around abortion.

MOCK

“S elm a”
B y  Ja ckie  Ja h fetso n  

cop y  e d ito r

The award-winning 2014 
film “Selma” will air tonight at
7 p.m. in Jamrich room 1322, 
where a  civil rights activist, who 
was awarded the 2016 Con
gressional Gold Medal from 
President Barack Obama, will 
adjourn the presentation, re
flecting on her humanitarian-

B r o z z o

ism experience as a  young child 
in Montgomery, Alabama.

“An Evening with Selma” 
invites students, community 
members and alike to hear from 
Sheyann Webb-Ghristburg — a 
native of Selma, Alabama, and 
co-author to “Selma, Lord, 
Selma” — who grew up in 
the Civil Rights Movement.

to air
Webb-€hristburg will share 
her first-hand experience as an 
8-year-old who participated in 
the Montgomery march, oth

erwise known as the “Bloody 
March,” on March 7, 1965.

Associate Director o f the 
Multicultural Education Re
source Center (MERC) Shirley 
Brozzo said Webb-Ghristburg’s 
activism is a real testament to 
the fight for civil rights, and it’s 
important for people to hear 
her message because there’s still 
many civil rights inequalities in 
our midst.

“With so much different ar
rest out there in the country, 
it’s good for us to remember all 
of our civil rights’ fights we’ve 
already gone through. And a 
lot of the young folks here, as 
college students, maybe don’t 
know about them or never had 
to think about them because 
they’ve always had these rights,” 
Brozzo said. “So it’s good to re
member where it all came from 
and bringing back M artin Lu
ther King’s message o f peaceful 
protest Let’s not always rush 
down to confrontation. Let’s sit 
down and negotiate.”

See RIGHTS • Page 15

Continued from Page 3

Wiles said. “Her work is a  beacon 
for hope to the younger genera
tions o f transgender youth.”

Mock brings in raw and 
truthful experiences that bring 
awareness to the transgender 
community, Wiles said, add
ing that’s especially true for 
transgender women of color.

Admission is free for students 
with an NMU ID, and §2 for 
the genei-al public, fo r  more 
information on Monday’s 
event, contact Rachel Harris at 
906-227-6543.

Janet Mock
Monday, Feb. 25 | 7:30 p.m. | Jamrich 1100
Writer, director, TV host and producer, Janet Mock's memoir, Redefining 
Realness, debuted on the New York Times bestseller's list in 2014. Her 
second book, Surpassing Certainty, was released in 2017. An advocate 
for trans rights, Janet founded #GirisLikells, a social media project that 
empowers trans women.

Tuesday, Mar. 19, at 7:30 p.m. in Jamrich 1100
Lynn Hill The "Rock” Star changed the definition of what Is possible in 

rock climbing with her first free ascent of the most famous big wall 
climb in the world called The Nose on El Capitan in Yosemite Valley, 
California.

Angela Kinsey
Thursday, Apr. 4, at 7:30 p.m. Jamrich 1100

Angela Kinsey, an actor, was "Angela Martin" on The Office.
She can also be seen on Haters Back Off, Your Family or Mine, and in the 

feature film, Half Magic. She has also recurred on Fresh Off the Boat, The 
Real O'neals, and New Girl.
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New marijuana market offers local opportunity
A few months ago, Marquette resi

dents turned to the polls to decide the 

fate of Proposal One, or the legaliza
tion of recreational marijuana use. The 
results: 64.5 percent of the vote in the 
City of Marquette supported the move.

By design of the  legislation, individual 
municipalities hold the power to decide 
whether they will allow establishments 

selling recreational marijuana within 
their region or not.

On Feb. 25, the Marquette City 
Commission is holding a public hearing 
to debate whether to allow commercial 
sale of marijuana, or opt out and wait 
for more comprehensive state regula
tions to be developed.

At a work session last month, city 

officials, including City Manager Mike 

Angeli, seem to  be leaning toward 
opting out. Such a decision would be 
a huge missed opportunity for the 
city, as well as a  betrayal of resident 
interests.

With the passage of the legislation, 
a massive market has become avail
able, offering an opportunity for a huge 
industry to develop. Marquette is a 

hub for economic development and

innovation. Thanks to efforts from 
groups like lnvent@NMU and InventUP, 
residents have great resources to start 
and develop their own businesses. With 
the market demand for recreational 
marijuana, there is an opportunity for 
locals to open their own businesses, 
offering locally-grown products to 

Marquette.
Additionally, Northern's medicinal 

plant chemistry program attracts a  
large number of students to the area. 
Allowing the establishment of mari
juana businesses offers these students 
job opportunity in Marquette, and may 
allow them to remain here after they 
graduate.

Growing the economy in the U.P. has 

always been a focus of local politicians 
and a  concern for residents. The new 
legislation provides a significant oppor
tunity to stimulate the local economy.

Developing guidelines and regula
tions to ensure the proper handling of 
the market may be challenging, but it 
shouldn’t be a barrier to Marquette  

residents getting what they voted for. 
W e the people already spoke in the  

ballot box.
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Femininity: brains 

and beauty

l  am grateful for th e  fact 
that feminism has gained a lot 
of traction in the past 10 years. 
Issues like the wage gap  and 
pink tax garner a lot o f  atten
tion, but there are small injus
tices that women endure every
day that get overlooked o r swept 
under the rug in the shadow of 
these more shocking issues. It’s 
unfortunate that they don’t get 
as much coverage within the 
feminist movement.

T he fact that society looks 
down on feminine traits is a 
massive issue. A lot o f  girls go 
through a phase w hen they are 
young, where they begin reject
ing traditionally girly things. 
This is Something I noticed in 
my peers, as well as went through 
myself. It wasn’t until I thought 
more about why so many girls 
fall into this pattern o f thinking 
that it all actually clicked for me.

It all really boils down to 
wanting to be taken seriously. 
From a young age, we watch 
television shows and movies that 
depict the stereotypical “girly 
girls” who w ear all pink and 
are high maintenance drama 
queens. When girls grow up be
ing fed an image over and over 
again of a person w ho is always 
stupid and the butt o f the jokes, 
i f  s no wonder tha t they would 
go to great lengths to break away 
from being associated with this 
stereotype. Personally, I never 
wanted to be “that girl.-’

As a kid, I never wanted to 
wear pink, or makeup or a skirt. 
I didn’t want to do anything that 
1 assumed would make my male 
peers think I couldn’t keep up 
with them. I thought that if I 
did those fun, girly- tilings that 
I sort of wanted to do, I would 
be looked down on or seen as 
stupid. I thought that I wouldn’t 
have been able to hangout with 
the people that I did.

Society arbitrarily looks down 
on femininity. Obviously this is 
a  bad liabit in itself, but I think
that this phenomenon has a  lot 
o f negative consequences tha t 
come with it as well. It leads 
to women not w anting to  be 
around or associated with other 
women—it alienates them from 
their own gender. I  think this 
also leads to a  lot o f resentment 
toward other women and feeds 
into the idea that girls are sup
posed to be competing with each 
other for male attention.

O ne o f the biggest lessons 
that I learned as a  young per
son is that you can’t pu t other 
people down to get ahead. Al
though this applies for all people,
I* think it especially applies to 
girls interacting with other girls. 1 
completely understand why and 
how so many women find them
selves in that pattern of thinking 
It makes perfect sense to want to 
separate yourself from the nega
tive associations that come with 
your gender when you live in a 
world and society that tells you 
being the things that make you 
yourself are wrong But, it’s cru
cial to realize what is happening 
below the surface.

'The summer before my ju 
nior year in high school, I at
tended an all-giris government 
camp at Michigan S tate U ni
versity, called G irl’s State. It 
was eye-opening to  be around 
all those girls who were so pas
sionate and smart. During that 
week, I learned so much about 
the judicial system and how laws 
are passed, but the one thing that 
has st uck with me since then is 
the importance o f being a girl’s 
girl. I learned how to be the per
son who lifts up other girls, even 
when everyone else Is putting 
them down.

T h is  idea  goes beyond 
just women supporting other 
women; this extends to anyone 
who identifies as feminine. There 
is nothing w rong w ith loving 
fashion and makeup. There is 
absolutely nothing wrong with 
being shamelessly feminine. 
Brains or beauty? I’ll take both, 
thanks.
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P re s id e n t E ric k s o n : c la r ify in g  la w s u it fa c ts
G uest

Column
Fritz

Erickson

We live in a world today that 
is quick to jum p to conclusions, 
never mind the facts. This was 
certainly the case last week with 
the announcement o f a lawsuit 
brought against N orthern Michi
gan University by four professors 
regarding salary and other gen
der equity issues. I t was somewhat 
disconcerting and, frankly, disap
pointing to see how fast some as
sume the claims m ade in a press 
release from Sterling Attorneys 
at Law were true, before hearing 
from Northern. Let me be clear. 
Issues of fairness and equity are 
central to how I was raised, how 
my wife and I raise our children, 
how I live my life and I do my job. 
To suggest otherwise is at best

offensive. As long as I am the 
president of this amazing univer
sity working with some extraor
dinary faculty, staff and students 
that commitment will not wane. 
Now that I have that off my chest 
let me get to the facts.

To point out all o f the inac
curacies and falsehoods I have 
heard since the suit’s announce
ment would take more space than 
this column allows, and it might 
also make me look as if I’m tryihg 
to discredit those who have filed 
suit, which is not my intent. Good 
people can disagree. However, 
it is important that the public be 
aware of some key points about 
employment at N M U  as it relates 
to the lawsuit.

Most concerning to me was in
formation that the Department 
o f Justice and Equal Employ
ment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC) found N orthern to be in 
violation of pay discrimination 
is incorrect. The EE O C  has not 
found Northern in  violation of

any pay discrimination now or 
in the past. To date, the EEOC’s 
involvement was participation in 
a conciliation meeting to resolve 
these complaints. Unfortunately, 
this was not possible. There has 
been no formal ruling by the 
EEOC on this case.

Please understand that North
ern’s faculty salaries are deter
mined by academic rank, years of 
service, degrees and  teaching area 
(Classification o f  Instructional • 
Programs classification, CIP), 
and are based upon negotiated 
formulas with the faculty unions, 
the American Association of Uni
versity Professors (AAUP) and the 
NMU Faculty Association (NMU- 
FA). NMU officials not only com
ply with the collective bargaining 
agreements in setting salaries, the 
university confers with the respec
tive union on salaries, which helps 
ensure this fairness.

Degrees and rank matter in 
the academic academy, as they 
do in other professional fields. In

academia, terminal degrees are 
weighted more than other de
grees in determining compensa
tion. Possessing o r not possessing 
a  terminal degree will definitely 
impact faculty salary no matter 
how many years of service or 
what courses one teaches over 
their tenure.

As part of the AAUP’s master 
contract, Northern has a joint 
faculty-administration committee 
that reviews for situations of “sal
ary inversion.” Salary inversion 
is when a faculty member with 
longevity ends up making less 
than a newly promoted faculty 
member for the- same academic 
area (CIP classification). When 
inversion situations are identi
fied, salary adjustments are made. 
This did indeed happen for one 
of the faculty involved in this case 
and financial compensation was 
made to accommodate the salary 
inversion.

Allegations of any type of 
discrimination are a  serious mat

ter and warrant careful examina
tion. Northern’s Equal Opportu
nity Office performed a  review of 
the claims made by the four fac
ulty prior to their filing suit. This 
is standard operating procedure 
at the university.

While it is N orthern’s policy 
to not comment on pending liti
gation, I felt it was im portant to 
clarify the misperceptions and 
missing information that has aris
en as a result of the Sterling At
torneys press releases and filings. 
Northern will continue to work 
in good faith toward a resolution 
of this issue and, m ore broadly; 
as has been our policy for many 
years, to treat every member of 
the NM U community' equally 
and fairly. It is who we are.

Thank you for your continued 
support of NMU.

E ditor’s note: F ritz  Erickson is  

the president o f N M U

Reform  deleg itim izes church

Opinion
Editor

Ritey
Garland

As I browsed my news feed yes
terday, my attention was caught 
by an article about Catholic 
priests having illegitimate chil
dren. Members of the priesthood 
are sworn to celibacy, or barred 
from having sexual o r marital 
relations with anybody. Yet, hun
dreds of people from around the 
world claim that they are the 
children of priests, who refuse to 
recognize them. They have even 
created an organization called 
Coping International, which 
acts as a support group for these 
people.

Within the article, the argu
ment was made that the celibacy 
requirement for priests should be 
abolished, which would allow the 
fathers to marry and  raise their 
children, while remaining in the 
priesthood.

The argument was that, as the 
world moves further into the 21st 
century, the Church must contin
ue to adapt. This is hardly a new 
idea—there is continuous and 
growing calls from society for the 
Catholic Church to  implement 
various progressive reforms. This 
includes measures like allowing

women' priests, recognizing gay 
marriage and promoting contra
ceptives, which are all currently 
banned within the Church.

Personally, I am not orthodox 
religious in any way. At most, I 
could be described as mildly sub
scribing to the idea o f some high
er power. However, this doesn’t 
bar me from understanding that 
calls for religious adaptation to 
modern times are misguided and 
fail to recognize the founding 
principle of religion itself. The 
entire purpose o f the Catholic 
Church, or any major orthodox 
religion at that, is to take what 
it believes God’s word to be and 
teach it to people. This includes 
His guidelines and rules, which 
instructs humans how to live their 
lives. Religion is not meant to be 
cherry-picking . what you follow 
or don’t follow so that you can 
continue to live your life however 
you want, it is fundamentally de
manding.

The entire belief o f religion is 
that there is natural law, estab
lished and ordained by God. The

idea that a religion could change 
its teachings or rules and  still be 
considered legitimate is absurd. 
God isn’t changing his mind. He 
isn’t looking down at us and think
ing, “Hmm, these humans have a 
point. Okay they’ve changed my 
mind.” A religion that adapts to 
the times is no religion at all, be

cause to do so would be an open 
acknowledgement that these 
guidelines are man-made.

That isn’t to say that the teach
ings o f the Catholic Church or 
any other religion aren’t man
made; the origins o f most current 
practices can be traced back to 
individuals within these religion. 
However, the idea is supposed to 
be that those individuals were act
ing in full faith tha t they were be
ing guided by a higher power. To 
discount those ideas at a conve
nient time in an effort to appease 
societal discontent would demon
strate that none o f these practices 
are truly legitimate, or stem from 
a higher power.

Any religion tha t adapts to the 
modern times by changing its 
practices and teachings, in order 
to have broader appeal and gain 
membership, are truly illegiti
mate. They may as well not be re
ligions at all; better to call them 
spiritual gatherings of people 
who want to celebrate whatever 
values they happen to hold and 
believe in at the time.

If the Catholic Church takes 
this route, it will be the final blow 
to the millennium-long decima
tion of their authority and power. 
Society changes, bu t God’s com
mandments do not.

If religion isn’t for you, then 
don’t be a part o f it. If you can
not live by God’s word as is, then 
don’t. Everybody is free to love 
their life however they choose 
to. The last thing you should do 
is demand that a belief system, 
which has been around eight 
times longer than our very coun
try, conform to your ideas of right 
and wrong.

The id ea th a t a ch u rch  can ch an g e  

its  te a c h in g s  o r ru les  and s till be 

co n sid ered  le g itim a te  is ab su rd .

- N M U  R E V IE W S  —

Jamrich Hall contrasts 
rest of campus

Second only to the 

Superior Dom e, Jam- 
rich Hall is one of the 

most iconic buildings on 

campus and sits promi
nently in the academic 

mall. Its large clock can 
be seen from across 

campus, and when il
luminated, it blazes 
through the night.

However, Jamrich 
Hall doesn’t look simi

lar to the other build
ings; its styling is very 
modern compared to  

them. Although I believe 

the building is built very 

well, as evident by its 

stone floors and brick 
construction, its style 

simply screams of the 

early 2010s. This style 
of architecture, although 

it has yet to be seen if

It will end up a  classic, 
reminds me of some
thing that would be on 

the cover of an already- 
outdated Algebra One 
textbook.

The guts of the build
ing are filled with cheap  

furniture and rough up
holstery, making you 

wish you were sitting 
anywhere else.

It has some charm  

right now, but it will 
quickly fall out of date  
the same w ay the 

Dodge Neon has: still 

functional, but horribly 
embarrassing.

If you were looking 

for a similar classroom  

experience, I would  

suggest renting out a  

conference room at a 

budget hotel.

By Joseph Living

W R IT E R S  W A N T E D
The North W ind is looking for a new individual to begin 

writing weekly N M U  Reviews.
For inquiries or to apply for the role, email the opinion editor 

at opinion.northwind@gmail.com.

mailto:opinion.northwind@gmail.com
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P ho to  c o u rte sy  o f Sam  Miess

NM U students C am eron Iverson, Tatem  Scheibler and Joe Raasch are th e  taught trio  th a t m ake  up M arquette 's  new est band: Rum pus Room. Classified as ja z z y  a lterna tive  rock, th e  band  

takes musical s ty ling inspiration fro m  th e  artist Mac DeM arco. The band is one o f  m any to  p lay  shows in th e  basem ents o f student hom es, contributing to  th e  culture o f local music.

Review: Rumpus Room shows potential
By Sam  M iess 

c o n tr ib u tin g  w r it e r

This past G roundhog’s Day 
was a  historic first for the M ar
quette music scene. In the cool, 
packed basem ent of the Mil
dred House, newcom er band, 
Rumpus Room sprang from the 
masses and into local stardom as 
they took the stage. This taught 
trio, composed o f NM U Eng
lish major and bassist Cameron 
Iverson, outdoor recreation 
leadership an d  management 
majors Tatum Scheibler on lead 
guitar and Joe Raasch on drums, 
ignited the February night with 
its fiery bops.

They cracked open the night 
with an instrum ental jam . An
chored in a repeated bass line 
tailored by Iverson, Scheibler 
took charge o f providing im pro
visations over the top. His guitar 
playing was deliberate and well-

meditated, never overcrowding 
passages with excessive notes or 
harsh intervals. This gave each 
note the freedom to breathe 
and interweave with its coun
terparts, knitting a  warm blan
ket o f musical phrases. Keep
ing everything together, Raasch 
manned the drum  kit with a 
steady beat, sprinkled with fills 
and a splash o f cymbal action. 
The drum beat rem ained taste
ful, never confusing the audi
ence with tangley rhythms or 
odd, off-putting accents. Keen 
ears and intergroup chemistry 
allowed for Rumpus Room to 
shape the ja m  with swells and 
furrows of sound. Much like a 
creek, the song started with a 
quiet flow, m olding into a series 
of rocking rapids, each more 
boisterous than  the last, culmi
nating into a  final cascade of 
sound that smashed into a calm, 
quiet resolution.

Rumpus Room  also showed a

softer side. G uitarist Scheibler 
blessed the basem ent with gen- 
de strumm ing as well as with his

B a n d : Rumpus Room

M e m b e rs : Tatem Scheibler, 
Cameron Iverson & Joe 

Raasch

G e n re : Jazzy Alternative Rock 

R a tin g :

★  ★  ★

vocal prowess. His voice was a 
soft, plush sofa, comforting the

audience in cool clever lines and 
satisfying rhymes. Practicing po 
etry in his free time, Scheibler 
chose each word with the utmost 
care, flowing ofT his tongue like 
a gendy flowing sink. Similar to 
the musical stylings of M ac D e
Marco, the guitar was cloaked 
in a wavering chorus and a deep 
reverb, an elegant pairing to 
Scheibler’s vocal timbre. Behind 
it, Iverson’s bass and Raasch’s 
drums engaged in a tender bal
let, each part delicately and un
obtrusively backing the soulful 
frontman.

Rumpus Room  radiated with 
unrefined potential, present in 
both the bombastic highs and 
creamy, dream y lows. Perfec
tion, however, is impossible to 
achieve on o ne’s first attempt, 
music of course being no ex
ception. T he ability to play 
music precisely warrants time, 
skill and energy. When music is 
played with others, the difficulty

increases by tenfold. There were 
some hiccups throughout Rum
pus Room’s set, typical o f the 
age old ailm ent, first-show ji t
ters. The cure-all, o f course, is 
time. With time comes practice, 
with practice comes confidence. 
O nce this confidence is gained, 
any rem aining cracks can be 
sealed with passion, action and 
personal fashion. I t’s simply a 
m atter of growing and develop
ing. Rumpus Room is a strong, 
skillful stallion that with time 
and training can  transform into 
a Triple C row n musical thor
oughbred.

Outside o f a few pictures, 
there are no recorded songs, 
videos, or social media for Rum 
pus Room, a t least none that are 
available to the public. If you’d 
like to see o r hea r this band, feel 
free to pester the three mem
bers into publishing their songs. 
Until then, keep it bopping, 
M arquette.

SOUND OFF

M ic h a e l W ils o n , ju n io r  

g ra p h ic  d e s ig n

H ayley  B u c k h o u t, s e n io r  

s o c ia l w o rk

P a tr ic k  H u m p h rie s , ju n io r  

e n v iro n m e n ta l s tu d ie s

“The God Eaters are 
some of the best 

musicians I’ve ever met.”

"Who Dat Brass, the 
members are charismatic and 
personable while on stage."

"Rumpus Room."

compiled by Isabelle Tavares

E m m a G ra v e s , s e n io r  

b io lo g y

“Not Quite Canada, they’re 
always a style that people like 

up here."

http://www.thenorthwindonline.com


they have 
here.”

Photos by
By Riley Garland & Adrian Lucas | Opinion Editor & Contributing Writer

The race drew spectators from around the region, in
cluding Michigan’s newly-elected Gov. Gretchcn Whitmer. 
At the opening ceremony, her voice emanated from the 
loudspeakers over the stirring crowd.

“The UP 200 is such a wonderful event — we get to 
showcase some of the amazing things we have to offer as a 
state, because this is the greatest state in the nation, right?” 
Whitmer said. “I’m thrilled to be here and I know that 
events like this don’t happen without the help of many, 
many volunteers, and without the contribution of many 
businesses. So I want to use this as an example of peo
ple coming together in the most beautiful weather and the 
beautiful part of our state.”

However, this year’s race was especially memorable be
cause the race ended eariy in Wetmore at the 169-mile

Spectators congratulate Ryan Anderson, the winner o f the UP 200, and his team.

Snow fell upon hundreds of people lined up and down 
Washington Street Friday night, but it did little to 

dampen their enthusiasm. As the clock neared seven, the 
crowd began booming a count-down, “Three. Two. One!” 
A 12 dog-team vigorously burst forth, with its musher wav
ing to the spectators as it passed.

Last weekend was the 30th annual UP 200, a 238-mile 
dog sled race from Marquette to Grand Marais, and back 
again. The race is an lditarod qualifier, which is a premier 
race across Alaska, where some of the racers plan on com
peting in eariy March. With 835,600 in prize money on 
the line, 14 teams hailing from Minnesota, Iowa, Alaska, 
Canada, Wisconsin and Michigan, embarked on the two- 
day journey.

“I just love 
being with the 
animals and I 

love the 
community. It’s 

just a wonderful 
celebration

Despite the inclement weather and their journey being cut short, racers pushed through to the finish.

Another veteran volunteer is Jill M orejenkins, who has 
been assisting the event for five years now. For her, it began 
with her daughter discovering the race when she attended
NMU

“My daughter came here at Northern and fell in love 
with it when she was here,” More-Jenkins said. “My heart 
was here, and I just love being with the animals and I love 
the community. It’s just a wonderful celebration they have 
here.”

marker. Due to the unusually large amount of snowfall 
that Marquette received within the past week, the markers 
for the trails that were put up a week prior to the race were 
nearly invisible, causing difficulty navigating the trails. Ac
cording to the National Weather Service in Marquette, the 
region has received 61.3 inches of snowfall in February so 
far, which is nearly three times normal. High winds on Fri
day before the start o f the race also filled in cleared trails 

with additional snow.

Organizers decided to call the race at the Wetmore 
checkpoint for the safety of the teams, and the winner was 
determined by the fastest time to that checkpoint instead 
of downtown Marquette. Mushers kenneled their dogs 
and finally got some much needed rest

“After cutting the race short, I decided that the next 
morning we should hook back up our teams and race the 
rest of the way back into Marquette for the fans and fam
ilies that came to see the race,” Ryan Redington said, a 
participating musher who placed third in the race.

After resting through the night, the mushers drove to 
the Michigan Welcome Center on U.S. Highway 41 and 
mushed to the Lower Harbor in Marquette for a  ceremo
nial finish. The dogs, after having a night to rest, were still

rearing and yipping to run when they came to the end. It 
was an unusual finish, but it attracted one of the largest 
crowds and was just as exciting

“I look forward to this race all year,” Ambassador of Id- 
itarod Education Sidney Lucas said. “I’ve never, in my 15 
years of attending, seen the race get cut short, so that took 
me by surprise because the mushers and dogs are trained 

for treacherous terrain and unforgiving weather.”

Ryan Anderson won the race with a finishing time of 
21 hours, 26 minutes and 57 seconds, making him a sev
en-time UP 200 Champion. As he came to the finish, he 
looked exhausted but his dogs screamed and pulled.

“My dogs just want to keep going,” Anderson said. “The 
unplanned stop and resting got them all fired up to keep 
running I’d like to thank all the support and help from the 
volunteers, dog handlers and fans that came to cheer us on 
at the finish, even though this wasn’t the real finish.”

Although the focus primarily falls on the musher and 
dogs during dog sled races, there are a number of unseen 
components at work behind the scenes to ensure the safety 
and well-being o f the competitors. One such component 
are the handlers, who are members of the team that help

prepare the dogs, as well as meet the racers at checkpoints 
to help them resupply and rest.

Mike Varley, a handler for racer Laura Neese, described 
some o f the unseen work that goes into the competition.

“Fm actually with the dogs and we get them down and 
fed,”  Varley said. “There’s a whole crew here, we’ll also 
follow the musher and take the gear from here to take care 
of the dogs when they’re at the checkpoints. We do that 
so the musher can rest, so we take care o f the musher’s 
needs.”

Another component is the work done by countless vol
unteers to ensure everything runs smooth. Mixed among 
the spectators were countless yellow-vested folk, dedicated 
to keeping the competition on track. One such volunteer 
was Randy Arndt, who has helped with the UP 200 for 
three years. His motivation stems from his own childhood 
dreams of dog sledding

“From the time I was a kid, I read Jack London stories 
about sled dogs,” Arndt said. “I always wanted to have a 
sled dog team, but it just never happened in my life, so this 
is a way I could participate in a  small way.”

Although the snowy conditions may have brought the 
race to an eariy close, the challenging weather was met 
with incredible perseverance from spectators and compet
itors alike. Snow may be a  struggle, but it’s also an oppor
tunity that allows Marquette to host unique events like the 
UP 200.

Sam Rush/ NW
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K in g s , P o p e s , S o u th e rn  B e lls  a n d  P rin c e

A comedic dinner party, the Medieval Dinner Theatre, to take stage

B y Jackie Jahfetson 

co p y  e d ito r

Two auburn-m ahogany doors 
open into a 14th century court- 
room-esque theatre w here red 
velvet cushions fill the a ir with 
a vintage scent. C haracters 
clothed in taupe colors assemble 
the stage in a comedic fashion. 
Improvisation spirals from char
acters jum ping into the audi
ence to kings and popes dancing 
to the funky legendary beats of 
the late Prince. Elements o f the 
modern world intertwine in this 
medieval setting, where two rival 
houses compete for the crown. 
Take a seat into the world where 
Shakespeare was born , in the 
pit where theatrical traces were 
forged, and sit at the round table 
amongst kings and queens while 
enjoying a feast o f barbarian  
bisque and bread, poultry  o f  the 
parliament, squiring spuds and 
of course, baron brownies.

W hat some might have to 
travel in a time machine, others 
can witness the absurdity o f sto
rytelling in “Medieval D inner 
T heatre” this Friday and Satur
day night in one o f M arquette’s 
downtown venues.

T he Forest Roberts T heatre  
(FRT) will joust up the stage for 
a bloodbath and hilarious horse
play in the “The M edieval D in
ner T heatre” at 7:30 p .m . on 
Feb. 22 and 23 at the U.P. M a
sonic Building located on  128 
W. Washington St.

Directed by Jam ie Weeder, 
the production features a  variety 
of aspects not typically show
cased in a  normal play, such as

Jackie Jahfe tson/N W

The Maniac King, played by com m unity m em ber Tom  L a itin en , and Lagertha, played by NM U s tu d e n t Melissa 

N eal, play "th e  six degrees o f  Kevin Bacon" w here th e y  fig h t to  w in  th e  th ron e.

the madrigal choir directed by 
N M U  Director of C ho ir Erin 
Colwitz, the Borealis Dancers, 
live music from Joel an d  the 
Good Boys and “The Maniac 
K ing,” which is a short come
dic play by Weeder as well. At
tendees can also take p art in the 
dinner, where DIGS Gastropub 
will serve M edieval-prepared 
entrees.

T here’s a lot o f different 
things going on with this pro
duction and it required a  ton 
o f coordinating, stage manager,

freshman theatre and entertain 
ment arts major, Sophie Sam 
said. The main goal o f  this event 
is to “transport” people into that 
Medieval setting, enjoy a night 
out and help raise money for the 
First Nighters Club.

“Theatre in general is impor
tan t because it provides an ar
tistic outlet for people to go and 
get away from the ir everyday 
lives a little bit. It’s one  o f the 
most wonderful ways o f  escap
ism and ju s t like music or any 
other form of entertainm ent,

it’s so necessary to get th a t break 
from whatever else is going on in 
life both for the perform er and 
audience member,” Sam  said. 
“You never know what anyone is 
dealing with or going through so 
maybe an evening out like this 
is just the kind of entertainm ent

they need. O r maybe they just 
w ant a nice dinner too.”

T he cast and crew have been 
rehearsing since D ecem ber and 
recently started preparing  at 
the Masonic, Sam said, noting 
that the building was th e  “ide
al venue” for a production like 
this from the architecture to the 
layout. W ithout the M asonic, 
a play like this might n o t have 
worked on campus, Sam added.

As a stage manager, Sam’s 
main job  is com m unicating be
tween the different aspects of 
the production and everything 
is fine-tuned before the b ig  day, 
and solving issues if they pop up 
and answering questions so ev
erything happens as planned.

“Theatre comes in m any dif
ferent forms whether it be  a  play 
or musical and sometimes you 
get something that’s a lo t more 
interactive and just different 
from your usual experience. So I 
hope they take away th a t there’s 
all sorts of theatre an d  all of 
them deserve merit an d  time,” 
Sam added.

Tickets are $50 for the general 
public, $25 for students an d  $25 
for NMU students and include 
dinner and drinks. Show-only 
tickets, which only include the 
play portion o f the evening, are 
$15 for the general public, $10 
for students and $5 for NMU 
students. Doors open at 6 p.m.

Escape the snow with Escape Marquette

New hiring at
TheNoi

S tudents  partook in a m in i-escape room  gam e brought by Escape M a rq u e tte , an e n te rta in m e n t service 

located d o w nto w n. T h e  g a m e  was set up  in th e  m ain lobby o f  Jam rich H all on  Tuesday, Feb. 19.
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T h e  T re n a ry  O u th o u se  C lass ics : F a rt 26

26th annual Trenary Outhouse Classic race to take place

B y Isabelle Tavares 

fe a tu r e s  e d ito r  .

The Glory Hole. Da Colon 
Cobras. Holy Crapper. Su
per Yooper Poopers. These 
are the names of the winning 
teams from the 2018 Trenary 
Outhouse Classics: a quintes
sential U.P. tradition. O ne by 
one, teams o f two push their 
frankenstein-esque outhouses 
mounted on skis down a nar
row race track the length of a 
football field. These outhouses 
are  constructed out of mainly 
wood, plastic and whatever else 
the builders can get their hands 
on, some even using a grand 
piano crate.

The first outhouse to embark 
on the race will be at 2 p.m. this 
Saturday, Feb. 23.

Toivo Aho, inspired by 
an outhouse race he saw in 
Washington, decided to host the 
event in Trenary to break up 
the long w inter months. Three 
weeks of planning and a lot of 
community organizing later, the 
first event was soon to become

annual.
“There were so | 

many bar fights, so i 
many people go
ing crazy inside their 
head with cabin fever,” 
said an event attendee J  
in a 2015 video from ; 
M arquette Magazine. 
“He created this event 
and it just keeps getting 
bigger and bigger every 
year. It’s a fun excuse | 
to come out and let 
loose.”

With a royal flush, 1 
the event begins with a 
parade of outhouses, its 
racers waving from their 
trusty outhouse. The . 
winners are chosen by 
speed, but extra brownie 
points are given to those 
who dress for the occa
sion. T he Holy Crappers, 
sliding through the _ 
finish line at 39.95 . 
seconds, took fifth 
place in D a Sharts 
age group. Outfit-

In da twinning Sere was n u ttin ’

m in’ an in  Trenary. On /a J irs t 

wry T avia created <w  o  uthouse m e. 

On da second day be created da com

mittee, da outhouse, and da track. 

On da tu rd  day be said tet Sere be a 

ro tt o f toitet jgajKt on da to ite t scat 

in  Sa outhouse, o n  d a jo rtd a y  be 

created Yoopers toptsb da outhouse.

On da J i t  day be said te t dere be 

trotts an da utters to come and pish  

da outhouses. On da s ix ’t  day be 

created da idea o j tots Jp o p te  

coming to watcb da outhouse race on ~ 

da street in  Trenary. On da seventh 

day Tovio said "Yep” /  W e're a tt 

set to tet da race begin.

ted in full nun wear, 
the racers out
house was painted 
a bright pink with 
the words “join us 
every sundry for 
worship with the 
porcelain god.”

Last year’s racers 
didn’t squat from just 
the greater. Trenary 
area, they came 
from Wisconsin, 
South Carolina, In 
dianapolis, M inne
sota, Illinois, Texas 
and Canada. T he 
race, filled with 
hooting and hol
lering spectators, 
draws in over 
1,200 people al
most tripling the 
amount of cu r
rent residents, as 
stated in a  2013 

video from 906 
Outdoors.
To keep the races 

fair and square, the

race is divided into age sections. 
Ages 5 to 8 fall into the Squirts,
9 to 12 year olds are the Squeak
ers, 13 to 17 year olds —  the 
Dingleberries, ages 18 to 35 are 
the Stinkers, Da Sharts are ages 
36 to 49 and anyone over 50 is 
an Old Fart.

“We’ve had people break an
kles, legs, fall down, have a heart 
attack,” said a spectator in a 906 
Outdoors video from 2013. “I t’s 
a hard job  pushing but we have 
a lot o f fun.”

Spectators join in on the fun, 
too, with a fur hat contest — 
some w ear an entire fox, head 
still attached. The proceeds from 
vendors selling fur hats, hot pas
ties, t-shirts and more, pool back 
into the community of Trenary. 
In addition, a student from Su
perior Central will win a schol
arship in Aho’s memory.

“It’s a lot of fun, it breaks 
up the boredom in the win
ter,” a spectator said in a  2015 
video from M arquette M aga
zine. “Let’s get out and enjoy 
ourselves.”

C o c o  fo r  c h o c o la te  te s t
B y Jessica Parsons 

c o p y  e d ito r

We all know “stressed” spelled 
backwards is “desserts.” That 
means your best friend, while you 
study for those last projects before 
spring break, is chocolate.

The' Superior Alliance for In
dependent Living (SAIL) is host
ing a fundraiser for the One in 
Five Campaign: its 10th annual 
Chocolate Festival. Starting at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 24, this sweet 
event is meant to benefit SAIL 
programs across the U.P., featur
ing local restaurants, bakeries and 
others, like “chocolatiers” donat
ing samples and new tastes for 
the community to try. The event 
will be held at NMU’s University 
Center.

To SAIL Executive Director 
Sarah Peurakoski, the chocolate 
festival is about community aware
ness and meant to engage the com
munity in a social setting to support 
one another.

“The chocolate is an avenue to 
get people out and be social with 
each other, and that is our inten
tion,” Peurakoski said. “The mon
ey raised for the programs helps 
people explore new things, elimi
nate barriers, keep people active in 
the community and allow them to 
be a part of the community versus 
always staying at home.”

The original focus of this event 
was for a  health and recreation

P h o to  courtesy o f  Marissa Jayne 

Attendees a t the  2014 Chocolate Festival dip m arshm allows in to  a 

flow ing chocolate fo u nta in .The  fes tiva l is hosted by the  SAIL n e tw o rk .

program, ironically, but has recent
ly expanded to cover more benefit- 
ting programs, such as supporting 
veterans, assistive technology as ‘ 
well as a sled hockey program, 
Peurakoski said.

Attendees will receive a punch 
card to try samples from this 
year’s 12 featured chocolat
iers: Borealis Baking Co., Cafe 
Bodega, Sayklly’s The Candy 
Store, Dulce Nulla Gourmet Des
serts, 387 Restaurant, Contrast 
Coffee, Sweet Lou’s MQT, NMU’s 
Simply Superior Club, Towner’s 
Pastry & Chocolate Shoppe, Jilbert 
Dairy, the Marquette Food Co-op 
and Donckers.

The idea is to have these choco
latiers bring something to high
light from their business or bring 
a special treat for the community 
to sample, Peurakoski said, add
ing that the event is for a good 
cause and chocolatiers are excited

to have 500 people come walk by 
their table.

Voted and decided by the at
tendees and taste testers, the busi
nesses will be competing with oth
ers as to who has the best customer 
service, who is the best dressed and 
who has the best dessert, Peurakos
ki said. Additionally, there will be a 
chance for attendees to participate 
in a raffle drawing to win a gift bas
ket that includes chocolates, des
serts and gift cards to nearby shops.

“In my mind, it’s really about 
the community, helping our busi
nesses get more business while 
they’re helping us get people into 
the community,” Peurakoski said. 
“It’s a win-win for all of us.”

Tickets, bought in advance only, 
are S 15 per person, and free for 
those 5 years of age and under. For 
more information, visit the event 
page on Facebook or call SAIL at 
906-228-5744.

 ̂ficteonalitlA &  eP'iA&cribr

ET MOCK
M o n d a y , February 25
7:30  pm  | Jamrich 110 0

Free-Students with N M U  ID  
$2-G eneral Public

is a writer, director, 
T V  host and producer whose  
memoir. Redefining Realness, 
debuted on. the New  York Time 
bestseller’s list in 2014 . H er  

second book, Surpassing 

Certainty, was released in 2 0 1 /

She is an advocate for the  

trans rights, and the founder
of '/GirlsLikeUs, a social 
media movement that 
empowers trans women.
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W ild c a ts  d a m m e d  u p  b y  B e m id ji B e a v e rs
By Ryan Spitza

s ta f f  w r ite r

The Northern Michigan Uni
versity Ice Hockey team may now 
have its back against the wall go
ing into the final two weeks of the 
regular season.

The Wildcats suffered a 2-2 
decision with a  3-on-3 overtime 
loss at Bemidji State University 
(BSU) on Friday, missing out on 
the extra W CHA point before 
being shutout by the Beavers 3-0 
on Saturday.

NMU (15-14-2, 14-8-2
WCHA) entered the weekend in 
second place, and picked up just 
one out o f six possible WCHA 
points with the tie on Friday. The 
Wildcats now sit tied for fourth 
with BSU at 44 points apiece, 
with the Beavers holding the 
head-to-head tiebreaker.

Now on the outside looking in 
for the final home ice spot in the 
WCHA playoffs, N M U  has work 
to do in the final four games of 
the regular season.

NMU head coach G rant Potul- 
ny said his team ran into two 
main issues last weekend, dealing 
with a  Beavers team  who was un
beaten in five of its last six games, 
as well as travel issues coming 
home from Alabama-Huntsville 
a week prior. T he team didn’t re
turn from Huntsville until Mon
day after being stranded in Chi
cago due to weather.

“I think two things happened,” 
Potulny said. “They’re (BSU) 
playing extremely well, and I 
think travel was a  real issue. The 
fact we didn’t get home until 
Monday afternoon, were home 
for two days and then had to go 
again. I think those things are 
real, they’re not excuses. And I

think we beat ourselves too.
“Any team, any sport, any lev

el, teams can beat themselves,” 
Potulny added. “You have a re
ally hard time generating any
thing positive in the game. You 
start going the right direction 
and then whether it’s a penalty 
or a turnover or the things that 
are completely in our control, we 
find a way to get tha t self-inflicted 
wound.”

NMU took a  1-0 first pe
riod lead in Friday’s contest on 
a  shorthanded breakaway goal 
from senior forward Troy Log- 
gins, his 15th tally o f the year. 
Seniors Adam Rockwood and 
James Vermeulen assisted on the 
goal which came at the 14:33 
mark of the period.

BSU tied the game just 50 sec
onds later when Charlie Combs 
beat NMU senior goaltcnder 
Atte Tolvanen on an odd deflec
tion that found the back of the 
net to even the score at one.

Neither team found net in the 
second, and the Wildcats re
took the lead 6:51 -into the third 
period on freshman forward 
Griffin Ixtughran’s fifth goal of 
the season.

Similar to Loggins’ goal, 
Loughran also scored on a short- 
handed breakaway, giving the 
Wildcats a 2-1 lead with less than 
14 minutes to play.

Bemidji struck soon after to 
tie things up on its sixth power 
play attempt o f the night. Af
ter fending ofT the first five Bea
ver’s advantages, Brad Johnson 
scored from the blue line to make 
the score 2-2, sending the game 
to overtime.

Regular 5-on-5 overtime ended 
undecided, making the game an

Photo courtesy of NMU Athletics

N M U  senior fo rw a rd  Adam  Rockwood stares down a B em id ji S tate  University player fro m  cen ter ice.

official NCAA tie while the Bea
vers scored in 3-on-3 for the extra 
league point.

Final shots were 34-18 in favor 
of the Beavers. Tolvanen stopped 
32 while BSU goaltendcr Zach 
Driscoll stopped 16.

NMU was unable to find any
more offense on Saturday, getting 
outshot 32-21 with BSU goals 
from Adam Brady, Brendan H ar
ris and Nick Cardelli.

Tolvanen stopped 29 on Satur
day while Driscoll set aside all 21 
NMU attempts for the shutout.

The Wildcats now look ahead 
to No. 18 Lake Superior State 
(LSSU) this weekend at the Berry 
Events Center. T he Lakers are 
20-8-2 on the season and 15-7-2

in conference play, sitting tied for 
second place with 47 points.

The teams split their first series 
in Sault Ste. M arie on Nov. 23-24 
with LSSU winning 4-2 on Fri
day before the Wildcats rebound
ed for a 2-1 win Saturday.

Potulny credited LSSU for be
ing one of the best team’s in the 
league at the moment, winning 
six o f its last seven games.

“They’re probably die hottest 
team in college hockey,” Potulny 
said. “They have the best line in 
the league, they’ve got a great 
power play and  they’re getting 
goaltending. I honesdy think, go
ing into die weekend, that we’re 
the underdog. T hey ’ve earned ev
erything that they’ve gotten this

year and we’ve got to find a way 
to fight, claw and scratch.”

The series also features the 
Cappo Cup, presented yearly to 
the winner of the season series. If 
the series is split, the trophy goes 
to the team with the most goals in 
the series.

The Wildcats have claimed the 
Cappo Cup for the last two sea
sons, and Potulny knows what’s at 
stake again this weekend.

“When you’re playing for a tro
phy, you need to go leave it all on 
the line,” he said.

Puck drop from the Berry 
Events Center is set for 7:07 p.m. 
on bodi Friday, Feb. 22 and Sat
urday, Feb. 23.

Young laxers  s e t to  k ic k  o ff up co m in g  se as o n
By A lex Skinner

s p o r ts  e d ito r

With the end o f  February fast- 
approaching, the NMU Wom
en’s Lacrosse team  is anxiously 
awaiting to hit the pitch to start 
the 2019 spring season.

Entering its third season as a 
varsity sjtort, head  coach Emilia 
Ward is looking to guide her 
young squad up  the GLIAC con
ference standi ngs.

“Coming in to  year three, 
we’ve kind of expected this to be 
the year we start to take shape, 
both with having some players 
who have played two years at the 
Division II level and last year’s 
freshman class playing signifi
cant time,” W ard said. “We’ve 
brought in a  very talented group 
of freshman this year.”

Projected to finish in sixth 
place in the GLIAC Coaches 
Poll, Ward sees this as the time 
for Wildcat team  to finally put 
together a run and  challenge top 
contending teams.

“O ur ultimate goal is to make 
the conference tournament, and 
we haven’t  done that in our first 
two years,”  Ward Said. “The top 
six [teams] make it, and being 
preseason rank six puts us in a 
good spot O ur ultimate goat is 
to battle for that four or five spot. 
If we have a  great season, maybe 
even that third spot.”

The Wildcats retain much of 
their roster from a season ago 
after only losing three seniors to 
graduation and bring in a highly 
competitive freshman class.

“We were expecting to start 
our upperclassmen, but it looks

like it’s going to be the reverse,” 
Ward said. “T h e  freshman have 
really pushed the envelope and 
it looks like we’re possibly going • 
to start seven o r eight of them in 
our opening on Saturday. It’ll be 
nice because then we can bring 
in veterans off the bench if  the 
freshman are really nervous.” 

Offensively this season, the 
Wildcats return their top two 
goal scorers in junior Graison 
Ringlever and sophomore Em 
ily Dvorak. Dvorak led NMU 
in goals during the 2018 season 
after scoring 39, while Ringlever 
finished just behind her with 37. 
Ringlever finished the season as 
the first Wildcat to finish all-con
ference in program  history. The 
two players also finished tied for 
first on the team in assists with 
seven apiece.

.Sophomore goalkeeper Em
ily Karbaum returns in net this 
year after splitting time in net last 
season with departed senior Bri
an na Bangle. K arbaum  led the 
Wildcats last season in saves after 
stopping 128 shots and recording 
two victories.

Some of those freshman that 
will challenge f o r a  starting role 
to start this season include Jess 
Daniels and Jessica Close.

“Daniels is a  really great ad
dition to our midfielders,” Ward 
said. “She’s really good on both 
ends of the ball, she attacks the 
cage and hits really bard. Close 
on defense was ju s t named cap
tain as a freshman and she’s 
brought a very vocal leadership 
to our defensive side. She's really 
physical and site’ll help us shut 
down some o f  those top attack

ers in our conference.”
The Wildcats will look to ini- , 

prove in the standings with a vet
eran heavy lineup this season but 
still sit well behind GLIAC lead
ers Grand Valley State Univer
sity and Indianapolis University; 
according to Ward.

“The top two, Indy and Grand 
Valley are definitely still the top 
two teams to beat in the con
ference and in the region. O ur 
two biggest rivals in terms o f 
recruiting, Concordia-St. Paul 
and Davenport University, our 
games are really competitive and 
I don’t see that being any differ
ent this year.”

The Wildcats kick off their 
season this weekend from the 
Superior Dome w hen they face 
off against Albion University at 
noon on Saturday, Feb. 23.

http://www.thenorthwindonline.com
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N o r i d  S k i i n g _____________________

Northern Michigan University Nordic Skiing captured 
two CCSA Championships as they won all four races among 
college skiers.

Junior Zak Ketterson captured the men’s 20K Classic race, 
winning with a time of 54.08.0, not only defeating all college 
skiers but also the entire 66-skier field that included profes
sional teams as well.

The women’s race saw freshman Abigail Jarzin lead all col
lege skiers and was fifth in the full field with a time of 51:17.6.

On Sunday, the women’s team returned for the freestyle 
race and saw senior Nicole Schneider defeat the field of 125 
skiers to win with a  time of 14:41.6. Jarzi was third overall 
and second among the college skiers with a time of 14:49.0.

Ketterson was the top college skier in the men’s field to win 
both races among the college competitors. He finished second 
among the 134 participants with a posted time of 23:42.1.

P E I F

In a celebration o f  the National Intramural and Recre
ational Sports Association’s 106th anniversary, the Northern 
Michigan University Recreational Sports department will be 
offering free admission into the PEIF recreation center on Fri
day, Feb. 22 all day.

In addition, other activites available to the public include 
day long drop-in fitness classes, massage by Body Therapy 
Center, smoothies from M Q T nutrition, free snow shoe/cross 
country ski demos, blood pressure and body fat screenings 
as well as open climb and rock-climbing certifications. There 
will also be contests and  giveaways throughout the day.

Wildcat of the Week

P h o to  co u rte sy  o f  N M U  A th le t ic s

Senior guard Darby Youngstrom was a key star for the NMU 
Women's Basketball team last weekend in helping guide 
the team to two wins. In a close double-overtime vic
tory over Ferris State University, Youngstrom recorded 25 

points while staying on the court for 49  minutes out of a 60 

minute game. She followed that up the next game against 
Lake Superior State University by recording 15 points and 
contributing two blocks and three rebounds. Youngstrom's 
performance guided her to GUI AC Player of the Week 
honors.

Photo courtesy o f N M U Athletics

Redshirt-freshm an forw a rd /ce n te rT ro y  Sum m ers rises up fo r  a sh o t a t against th e  Lake Superior S ta te  Lakers 

earlier th is season. S um m ers scored 14 points and collected fo u r rebounds in th e  gam e.

B y N ate B ellville

c o n tr ib u t in g  w r it e r

For a second consecutive sea
son, the N orthern Michigan 
University M en’s Basketball team 
clinched a berth in the GLIAC 
Quarterfinal Tournam ent as they 
fought to a road split last week
end, losing to the Ferris State 
University (FSU) Bulldogs 78-67 
and escaping with a  73-68 win 
over the Lake Superior State 
University (LSSU) Lakers.

“We got the playoff berth and 
it’s nice, but this is a  little different 
than last year when we’re malting 
it in for the first time in ! 0 years,” 
head coach Bill Sail said. “This 
year we have higher goals and 
expectations. We have a good 
chance to get hom e court and to 
win our side o f the conference.”

Junior guard M arcus Matelski 
said the win a t LSSU summed 
up how far their two-season turn 
around progressed.

“It’s show[s] where the pro
gram’s come from,” Matelski 
said. “We weren’t very good in 
previous years. But in the last cou
ple years, everyone has bought in 
and we’ve turned it around.”

Last Thursday, both FSU 
and NMU started slow, but the 
Bulldogs recovered to take a 
13-3 lead. After a  shot by senior 
guard/forward Isaiah Johnson, 
senior guard N aba Echols sank 
back-to-back 3-point shots to tie 
the game at 16 with seven min
utes remaining. T h e  Wildcats ral
lied back and jum ped  ahead to a 
19-18 lead, but the Bulldogs put 
up a  six-point run to  send them 
to halftime up 33-30.

FSU kept up its tempo in the

second half as it extended its lead 
to 45-34. An Echols three and a 
shot by junior guard Sam Tay
lor brought NMU to within six, 
but the Bulldogs answered with 
a  five-point run to make it 53- 
42. The Wildcats rallied back to 
within four after two free throws 
by Johnson, but FSU’s four free 
throws at the end o f the game 
sealed its 78-67 win.

Six threes helped Echols lead 
NMU scorers with 26 points, 
while Johnson recorded 15 points.

Last Saturday, Echols scored 
five straight points to give NMU 
a 13-7 lead to start off the game. 
The Lakers took a 22-21 lead, but 
an Echols’ three helped NMU re
take the top at 24-22. T he  game 
stayed tight throughout the first 
half until free throws from junior 
center Myles Howard and sopho
more guard Alec Fruin sent the 
game to halftime tied a t 37.

The Lakers would begin the 
second half at 42-41, but an 
Echols free throw and a Howard 
dunk would tie the gam e at 44. 
Both teams traded leads through
out the second half until a block 
and shot by Howard would give 
the Wildcats a 69-66 lead with 
2:26 left. Free throws by John
son and redshirt-freshman Troy 
Summers iced N M U ’s 73-68 win, 
its first win against LSSU since 
the 2012-13 season.

Johnson finished with a game 
high of 26 points, shooting a per
fect 8-for-8 from the frec-throw 
line. Following up for NMU was 
Echols with 22 points. Echols’ 
weekend performances laud
ed him GLIAC Player of the 
Week honors for the third time 
this season.

Despite the offense starring

against the Lakers, Sail said the 
team’s defense played with prom
ise in the win.

“We had a  great defensive 
game against Lake S tate,” Sail 
said. “Especially with them be
ing the aggressors in rebounding 
compared to the first game, we 
held them to zero second-chance 
points and to keep them a t zero is 
pretty good.”

NMU seeks to earn  a  home 
playoff matchup this weekend as 
they visit the G rand Valley State 
University (GVSU) Lakers at 8 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 21, from 
Allendale, and then against the 
No. 15 ranked Davenport Univer
sity (DU) Panthers at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 23, in Caledonia.

“We’re going into two really 
tough places to play, especially 
with Davenport earn ing  their 
home playoff game and  poten
tially winning the conference out
right [already],” Matelski said. 
“It’s going to be a  big weekend 
for us, but we Ye preparing every
day and getting ready for it.”

The ’Cats (15-9, 10-7 GLIAC) 
currently sit tied for fourth place 
in the conference overall, and are 
tied for second place in the North 
Division, both with University of 
Wisconsin-Parkside.

Last month at home, NM U 
came out on top on both  GVSU 
and DU.

With three games remaining, 
the Wildcats control their own 
destiny in the pursuit to host 
a  home playoff matchup. In 
an eight-team bracket, the top 
four teams host a matchup. The 
Wildcats hold the tie-breaker 
for fourth place and  currently 
trail FSU by one game in 
the standings.

http://www.thenorthwindonline.com
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Playoff basketball returning
By Levi Erkkila

s ta ff  w r it e r

The N orthern Michigan Uni
versity Women’s Basketball team 
hit the road last weekend for two 
GLIAC matchups with the Fer
ris State University (FSU) Bull
dogs and the Lake Superior State 
University (LSSU) Lakers. At the 
conclusion o f  Thursday’s match
up against FSU, head coach Troy 
Mattgon had  earned his 200th 
win after a 70-66 double-overtime 
victory against the Bulldogs. On 
Saturday, the Wildcats followed 
up by beating LSSU 63-47 to se
cure home court advantage in the 
GLIAC quarterfinals.

“I really like the attitude and 
direction our leaders and seniors 
are taking us,” head coach Troy 
Mattson explained.

Senior guard Darby Young- 
strom led the Wildcats with a 
career-high o f 25 points. Young- 
strom also led the team with eight 
rebounds and  four steals. Sopho
more guard Lexi Smith added 
18 points, six rebounds and four 
assists while junior guard Baleigh 
Delorit converted a career-high 
of five 3-pointers and scoring 
15 points. Junior center Jessica 
Schultz notched eight rebounds 
and had a team-high of six assists.

NMU jum ped out to a 5-2 lead 
four minutes into the game. An 
NMU 3-pointer at the end of the 
first quarter sent NM U into the 
second fram e with an 11-7 ad
vantage.

FSU opened the second quar
ter on a 7-0 and bounced ahead 
to a 14-11 advantage. Ferris State 
outscored the Wildcats 15-5 over 
the rem ainder of the half and 
NMU’s deficit was 13 points, 
as it trailed 29-16 heading into

the break.
Three minutes into the second ’ 

half, the Wildcats scrapped back 
into the game to cut the Bull
dog lead to single digits, 35-29, 
its slimmest lead since the first 
half. Ferris State scored the first 
four points in  the fourth quarter 
but NMU answered with a pair 
of threes to make it 47-43 with 
six minutes left to play. Young- 
strom scored five straight points 
as NMU took a 48-47 lead with 
4:36 remaining. With 10 seconds 
remaining in regulation, NMU 
took a 52-50 lead, however, Fer
ris State was able to tie the game 
with four seconds remaining and 
force overtime with the score 
locked at 52-52.

onds later. NMU added two more 
points and  the defense finally reg
istered a stop in the final seconds' 
as the clock struck zero to secure 
a 70-66 double-overtime victory.

In Saturday’s game, NMU de
feated Lake Superior State 63-47 
to secure home court advantage 
in the GLIAC quarterfinals.

Youngstrom led the Wildcats 
with 15 points and is now just 35 
away points from achieving 1,000 
points in her career. Sophomores 
Elizabeth Lutz and Smith both 
added 12 points while senior 
guard Sydney Dillinger notched 
seven points. Senior center Taylor 
Hodell, jun io r guard Erin Honka- 
la and Schultz each finished with 
five rebounds.

I re a lly  like  th e  a ttitu d e  an d  d ire c 

tio n  o u r lead ers  and se n io rs  a re  

ta k in g  us.

—  Troy Mattson 
h e a d  c o a c h , w o m e n ’s  b a s k e tb a ll

FSU jum ped ahead to a 56- 
53 lead in the first overtime, but 
NMU tied it on its next posses
sion with a three. NMU gained a 
61-58 advantage with 22 seconds 
to go, but the hosts again tied the 
game, this time at 61-61 apiece. 
The teams would have to prepare 
for a second overtime period.

In the second overtime, NMU 
jumped out to a 65-61 midway 
through the frame. The Bulldogs 
tied the score at 66-66 with 58 
seconds to play but the Wildcats 
quickly stormed down the court 
to score a  quick basket just 14 sec-

W ildcat Schedule
T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y S U N D A Y

F E B . F E B . F E B . F E B .

2 1 2 2 2 3 2 4

Sw im m ing  a nd D iving @
GLIAC C ham pionships

10 a.m . &  6  p.m .

S w im m in g  and Swim m ing an d W om en's Track & Sw im m ing  and
Diving @ Diving @ Field © G L IA C  Indoor Diving (§>

GLIAC GLIAC C ham pionships Last Chance M eet
Cham pionships Championships

W om en's Lacrosse
T im e T B D

i o a .m . &  6  p.m . 10  a .m . &  6  p .m . vs A lb io n

N oon W om en's  Track

&  Field @
W om en's • Men's Ice N ordic S kiing GLIAC Indoor

B asketball @ Hockey vs ©  NCAA C entra l Region 

Championships
Cham pionships

G rand Valley Lake Superior S ta te T im eT B D
6 p .m . 7 p .m . W om en's 

B asketball © Nordic Skiing
Davenport! p.m. @  NCAA

Men's

B asketball @
Men's

Basketball ©

C entral Region 

Cham pionships
G rand Valley Davenport 3 p.m. T im e T B D

8 p .m .

Men's Ice
Hockey vs 

Lake Superior State
7 p .m .

T ra c k  an d  F ie ld  

c o m p e tito rs  

k e e p  e r m o v in ’
B y Travis Nelson 

contributing writer

N M U  finished the game shoot
ing 50 percent from the field 
while outscoring the Lakers 40-14 
in the paint.

“Youngstrom has really 
changed the game for us. She has 
been playing great for about a 
month,” Mattson said.

The Wildcats improve to 19-6 
on the season and 14-3 in the 
GLIAC. NMU will continue its 
road trip next week as they visit 
Grand Valley State University 
Thursday night. The ’Cats then 
turn around and head to Daven
port for a Saturday matchup.

The NMU Women’s Track 
and Field team traveled to 
Oshkosh , with a purpose, and 
that was to improve times be
fore the GLIAC and National 
Championships. The few se
lected athletes who participat
ed for the ’Cats did just that, 
as they captured three victo
ries, a school record and three 
NCAA provisionals.

The Wildcats placed fourth 
out o f 14 teams in the Titan 
Challenge this past weekend, 
as both runners and jum p
ers shined at the meet. The 
4x400 relay team consisting 
of juniors Sydney McPeters 
and Paige Du Bois, and seniors 
Lynsey Collins Shayla Hueb- 
ner took first place with a time 
o f 3:47.75, a new school re
cord. T he  relay team also im
proved dieir provisional time, 
in which they are now are in 
eighth place in the NCAA.

H uebner wasn’t done on 
the day, as she had another 
impressive performance by 
winning the 800-meter run, 
which also improved her pro
visional time. With a winning 
time o f  2:12.57, Huebner now 
holds the 15th fastest time in 
the nation.

Senior Michelle Juergen had 
success as well, as she placed in 
both the  high and long jump. 
Juergen took home the high 
jum p title with a jum p of 5 
feet, 7.25 inches, improving 
her provisional mark to 11 th 
best in the country. She also 
took third place in the long 
jum p with a jum p of 18 feet, 
6.25 inches.

In the 60-meter hurdles, 
sophomore Nina Augsten took 
second place with a time of 
9.08 seconds. She also placed 
14th in the long jum p, with a 
leap o f  16 feet, 10.5 inches. 
Junior Megan M artin also had 
a nice showing for the Wild
cats, as she placed 30th in the 
200-meter dash, finishing in 
the top half with a time of 
27.53 seconds.

After a  season of demanding 
practice sessions, but Coach 
Ryan says this week will be 
lighter, as the team is in their 
final preparations before the 
•conference championships.

“We had a good training ses
sion [on Tuesday], the jum p
ers got a  chance to jum p and 
the track group had  a harder 
workout,” Ryan said. “ [Tues
day] is our last hard workout,

we’re sort o f  tapering a little 
bit but still training. We’ll have 
an easier day  Wednesday, and 
Thursday w e’ll do a little bit o f 
[light] stuff before we take off. 
W ell get a  chance on Friday 
to train at the  venue in the af
ternoon, some pre-race inten
sity but not too much so that 
they’re not fresh for the events 
on Saturday.”

Coach Ryan knows of the 
challenges that the GLIAC 
Championships present, but 
she is expecting her team to 
perform well.

“I think all around we have 
a chance to  score some points 
in a lot o f events,” Ryan said. 
“We’re looking to have our 
best performances of the year 
and get the best team score we 
can. As a team, we like to try 
and support each other and 
work together.”

The GLIAC is led at the 
top by G rand Valley State and 
Ashland, with the Wildcats 
looking from the outside in. 
But N M U  has the underdog 
mentality this weekend, and 
are ready to  show how tough 
this team is.

“I think we’re as tough as 
any o f them  [other teams]. We 
haw  to travel farther and with 
the crazy weather up here, we 
don’t always get the track [at 
the Superior Dome],” Ryan 
said. “Showing our toughness, 
our grit —-  that we might be 
underdogs but they don’t real
ize what we can do. We com
pete with heart. We’re strong 
as a team , mentally tough and 
we seem to  always do really 
well in the big events.” 

Although the team might be 
underdogs this weekend, coach 
Ryan’s team  has had to over
come adversity in die past.

“Last year even being stuck 
at the bridge for 2 i hours, we 
almost missed the meet,” Ryan 
continued. “But we got down 
there with not a lot of sleep 
and the team  still performed 
well, so they’re tough. I ’m  go
ing to rem ind them of that and 
that we can do bigger things 
than they realize.”

The championships will be 
hosted by Saginaw Valley State 
University, and the meet will 
take place on Saturday, Feb. 
23, and  Sunday, Feb. 24.

“T here are strong teams in 
the conference, it’ll be tough,” 
Ryan said. “ [We’ll need to] 
support each other and do our 
best in the individual events 
and p u t it all together and see 
what we can do.”



----- SUIT -----
Continued from Page 1

The same year, Vroman 
was the only female faculty 
member in the College of 
Business with the rank o f as
sociate professor and made 
approximately 19.5 percent 
less than the m ale associate 
professors on average.

Stulz was the only female 
faculty m em ber in  the Col
lege o f Business in  2016 with 
the rank o f assistant pro
fessor and earned  approxi
mately 71.5 percent less than 
the male assistant professors 
on average.

In August, the EEOC noti
fied the plaintiffs and NMU 
of its determ ination and 
gave NM U an opportunity to 
remedy the alleged discrimi
nator)' practices through 
the EEOC reconciliation 
process.

NM U and the profes
sors were no t able to reach 
an agreement through the 
EEOC’s conciliation process.

“N M U officials did re
cently attend a  conciliation 
meeting with an  EEO C me
diator seeking to  resolve the 
fair employment complaint,” 
Hall said. “T h e  complain

ants disregarded the EEOC 
suggested parameters for a 
possible setdement and thus 
no agreement was made and 
the process continues.”

The EEOC notified the 
plaintiffs by letter in De
cember that their cases were 
referred to the U.S. Depart
ment of Justice (DOJ) for re
view to determine if  the DOJ 
would bring a T itle V II law
suit on their behalf.

The professors, represent
ed by Sterling Attorneys at 
Law, P.C. of Bloomington 
Hills are requesting a  trial 
by jury to resolve the com
plaints.

“NMU hopes to work to
wards a resolution in a timely 
manner,” Hall said. “Fac
ulty salaries are dependent 
upon credentials, degrees, 
teaching area, and  research 
and are based upon negoti
ated formulas w ith the fac
ulty union. N M U  officials 
■comply with the collective 
bargaining agreem ent.”

The DOJ is still review
ing the findings of the 
EEOC and may also bring 
charges on its own.

Calls for com m ent horn 
the plaintiffs and  the Col
lege of Business were not 
returned.

----  RATE -----
Continued from Page 1

O ther meal p lan  options 
will also increase. T he “plat
inum constant” meal pass 
will cost §2,685 per semes
ter, an increase o f  $74 o r 2.8 
percent; the “gold constant” 
meal pass will cost $2,555 
per semester, an  increase 
of $68 or 2.7 percent; the 
“bronze 10” m eal pass will

cost $1,870 per semester, an 
increase of $43 o r  2.4 per
cent.

“Northern is able to con
trol costs better than any 
university in the state and, if 
we did a little research, that 
might even extend to the na
tion,” BOT C hairm an Rob
ert Mahaney said, according 
to the release. “T h e  fact we 
can keep room and  board 
rates increases below 1 per
cent is remarkable.”
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W O R D  SEARCH OF THE WEEK

R E M J R R T N N 0 I L V W V A E S S s !

E F A T N A S F G Z G E E X T A N A S H

V G J Y N F R E T D I E M I U 0 V E Y E

s T A T E N I S L A N D R s Q A A S I R

A V Y L S D N X C W W A Y 0 G T A A N I

L A D B N E Z Y A A L A A E T J N C Q D

M M V A L M L H R C R L N L C 0 N R D A

0 0 S N E E S M A U M B E I F C A A L N

N N 0 L Z R H T A I B S 0 F G T V M E S

Z 0 A G B R N S E X N S A R M A A E I I

G S F X S A N D W I c H I L 0 R S N F T

Z G E u S V S P 0 K A N E L 0 a I T 0 K

Y R R E B W A R T S A V 0 Y A M G 0 H A

J N Z Y N E Z P E s B J U I B S E H C D

R E Y W A S N D Y X G B E J U D B P S N

THEME: C i t ie s  t h a t  s t a r t  w i th  “ S”
S A C R A M E N T O S A V A N N A S H A W N E E

S A N T A  FE S A N D W IC H S H E L B Y

S A L E M S A N TA  C L A R IT A S H E R ID A N

S A L IS B U R Y SAVO Y S IT K A

S A G IN A W SAW YE R S N O Q U A L M IE

S A L O M E S C A R B O R O U G H S O N O M A

S A L M O N S C H O F IE LD S P O K A N E

S A N  D IE G O SE A TTLE STATEN  IS L A N D

S A V A G E S E L M A S T R A W B E R R Y

-----  RENO ------
Continued from Page 3

As comes with any major reno
vation project, there have been 
challenges and delays including 
issues widi the severe weather con
ditions within the past few weeks, 
Thams said.

“Every day there are 65 guys 
working on-site and there is stuff 
happening everywhere,” Thams 
said. “There are a  lot of unknowns, 
but that’s the nature of construc
tion, especially renovations. We are 
always working through issues.”

Even with unexpected challeng
es, the project has been able to stay 
on track and stay within budget so 
far, Thams said.

“It’s going to be an  awesome as
set when we’re done,” he said.

-----  SOLVE ------
Continued from Page 2

But there are still many women 
and children, mainly, who turn to the 
United States in hopes of refuge.

The answer is not just handing 
over money and expecting the gov
ernments to resolve the issues them
selves, Nealon explained, this is going 
to take a partnership between the 
governments of Central America 
and the United States to invest in ef
forts to improve conditions at home 
so people will feel safe and won’t feel 
the need to migrate. Most of the mi
grants who flee their homelands are 
victims of violence and seek asylum 
when they reach the U.S. border, he 
said, adding but they must prove they 
have a credible fear.

What provokes an individual to

leave their homelands deals with 
three main push factors: violence, 
weak institutionality and the desper
ate lack of unequal opportunity.

Though fixing the problem won’t 
happen overnight as seen with Co
lumbia 20 years ago, but it’s going to 
take a “real political discussion” to get 
things done, Nealon added. And this 
is an issue that not only divides as but 
it difficult to discuss because it’s such 
an “emotional issue” and it deals with 
people, he said.

‘I t ’s cheaper to solve the problem 
at the source. It’s not cheap, but it’s 
cheaper,” he added.

Next week’s lecture focuses on 
‘A New Nuclear Arms Race?” and 
Kelsey Davenport from the Arms 
Control Association will present on 
this topic. Each session airs every 
Tuesday at noon in Jamrich room 
1320 and runs through March 26.

-----  RIGHTS ------
Continued from Page 4

Because Webb-C hristburg is so 
active and bringing social justice to 
our attention, her voice will help im
pact NMU by adding to the history 
layer many people don’t know about 
or don’t realize it for it wasn’t some
thing learned in school, Brozzo said, 
adding, or it was briefly addressed.

The movie ‘Selma’ is not just 
about civil rights issues, but also 
about the voter right issues. Peo
ple your age think well it’s always 
been like this. We’ve always been 
able to vote when we’ve turned 
18. We’ve always been able to 
sit at the counter and eat dinner 
with whomever. But no. People 
my age and older didn’t always 
have those rights. And it’s not that 
long ago.”

INSPIRATIONS

kelsii i miss u 
love soph

lets design a  plug ad 
we're hovering 

the nerve
i am uninspired without u 

kelsii 
helpl

grandma trying on bras 
it's snowing 

i can certainly 
angeia from the office 

country night 
i'll be there 

kelp
the father of journalism 
these mittens my aunt 

made my
jackie's high healed boots 
dig car out of snowbank 

isabelle's poncho 
2am

jackie's tangled scarf 
it's gotta be a good one

W W W .T H E N O R T H W IN D O N L IN E .C O M
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Apply at 301 Gries Hall 
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