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NMU student, football player dies unexpectedly

By Kayla Miller
editor-in-chief

The NMU community was
shaken this week after a student
unexpectedly died in a residence
hall Tuesday morning.

Sophomore construction man-
agement major Anthony Herbert,
20, diedJan. 17 in his dorm room
in Spalding Hall. Herbert, a na-
tive of Lapeer, Michigan, was a
starting right guard on the NMU
football team since 2015.

“Anthony’s passing is felt deeply
by many,” said NMU Athletic Di-
rector Forrest Karr. “He made a
positive impact on our campus
and was everything we hope for
in a student athlete.”

Derek Hall, assistant vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-
nications, said Herbert attended
football practice early Tuesday
morning, ate breakfast on campus
and then returned to his dorm
room. Emergency responders
were called to the residence hall

around 8 a.m. due to a medical
emergency.

An autopsy was performed
Tuesday and the suspected cause
of death is an enlarged heart,
said Herbert’s mother, Lori in

amazed at how many lives [have]
been touched by our son! We
love you all,” she said. “We are
beyond blessed to be able to call
Anthony our son, and brother!”

Off the field, Herbert received

Anthony’s passing is felt deeply

by many. He made a positive

impacton our campus and was

everything we hope for in a

student athlete.

a Facebook post on her public
page.

“A part of our lives [has] been
taken away from us, and we
are beyond devastated. We are

_ Forrest Karr

NMU athletic director

all-GLIAC academic team hon-
ors because of his performance
in the classroom last semester,
according to a press release from
the Athletic Department.

“In my brief time with
Anthony, | could tell that he
was agreatyoungman,” said
head football coach Kyle
Nystrom, who was hired in
late December 2016. “He
was respected by his coach-
es and teammates and was
a young man we could rely
on. We are devastated by
this tragedy, and we are
praying for his family in this
time of crisis.”

Counseling services are
available through NMU for
anyone affected by this loss
and in need of help.

“If Anthony was a
part of your life, the uni-
versity community and
| offer our deepest sym-
pathy and prayers to
you at this time,” Presi-
dent Fritz Erickson said in a
written statement. “Anthony will
be missed by many.”

A GoFundMe.com page set up
to help pay for funeral expenses

HERBERT

had raised over $13,500 in ap-
proximately one day at the time
of print. A funeral is planned
forJan. 21 in Lapeer, Michigan.
More details can be found on
obit.muirbrotherslapeer.com.

Student input sought for upcoming renovation of UC

Photo courtesy of NMU

A preliminary conceptual design, pictured above, is a non-finalized representation of the extent

of improvement the university is hoping to achieve with the renovation ofthe University Center.

SPORTS

The women'’s basketball
teams prepares for a
five-game homestand at the
Berry.

See PAGE 12

By Davon Lanier
news editor

Starting next week, sessions
for student input on the Don
H. Bottum University Center
(UC) renovations will be held
across campus. On Monday,
Jan. 23, 2017 from 12:30 to
2:30 p.m. students can go to
the Wildcat Den and share any
ideas or feedback about the ren-
ovation project.

There will also be sessions
held with ASNMU, along with
other various student groups as
well as residence hall leadership
throughout the day. A final ses-
sion will be held in the Market-
place from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

With the renovation, NMU
plans to create a modernized
venue and enhance the confer-
ence function of the UC. This
will entail a new exterior facade
to create more of a signature
facility at the main entrance,

FEATURES

The Student Art Gallery
opens a show featuring
anonymous student
political opinions.

See PAGES 8 & 9

along with other upgrades.

Increased capacity for events
is one of the major reasons
for renovation, alongside ad-
dressing outstanding long-term
maintenance conditions from
an outdated building, said
Kathy Richards, associate vice
president of engineering and
planning facilities.

“All of the ‘public spaces’ will
get a facelift,” Richards said.
“The [Wildcat Den] and the
floor below will essentially stay
the same.”

First floor changes include a
spruced up two-story pre-func-
tional area with large windows
for natural light, a more visibly
enhanced student enrichment
space, a student activity zone
for students to socialize, and a
larger bookstore.

Second floor changes include
the addition of four high-tech

See RENO ¢ Page 4

@NorthWindNews
/INMUNorthWind



2 The North Wind

Investigation
opened by

Department
of Justice

By Kayla Miller
& W inter Keefer
editorial staff

The U.S. Department
of Justice has opened an
investigation into North-
ern Michigan University
concerning a controversial
policy around students who
express thoughts of self-
harm.

The original complaint
that sparked the investi-
gation came from an un-
named student who said
he/she was asked to sign a
Behavioral Agreement stat-
ing not to speak with friends
about suicidal thoughts,
according to the Founda-
tion for Individual Rights
(FIRE).

“With the Department of
Justice, we are gladly coop-
erating with the investiga-
tion. We have spent a lot of
time and energy and hope
to come to a resolution,”
said Derek Hall, assistant
vice president of marketing
and communications.

This is the not the first
time that the policy has
caught the attention of the
community. An investiga-
tion into the policy was first
opened in the fall semester
of 2013 by the Department
of Education.

The university has con-
tinually looked for guid-
ance on policy 3.12 from
the Department of Edu-
cation since Title Il of the
Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) was changed in
2011.

Prior to 2011 universities
could take action against a
student who was either a
threat-to-self or threat-to-
others. After 2011, threat-
to-self was removed from
Title 1I.

Title 1l of the ADA en-
compasses nhondiscrimina-
tion on the basis of dis-
ability in state and local
government services, ac-
cording to ada.gov. The
change left policy 3.12
in the student handbook
needing review.

The practice of warning
students to not speak about
self-harm with peers was
continued until early 2016.

NMU?s mental health
policies have been heav-
ily criticized, resulting in a
petition surfacing in 2015
with more than 2,800 sig-
natures calling for the re-
moval of the policy.
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Timeline of events related to
handbook self-harm policies

December 2016: Public attention is drawn
back to NMU when media covers
Department of Justice investigation.

July 2016: The Civil Rights Division of the
U.S. Department of Justice opens
investigation into NMU based on the same
self-harm policy related to Title II.

Fall 2015: Public attention was drawn to
the NMU practice and policy after an
email warning disciplinary action against
a student who allegedly expressed
thoughts of self-harm to another student
was widely shared on social media. A
petition with roughly 2,800 signatures to
remove policy 3.12 from the handbook
circulated the community.

2011: Title I changed to no longer include
threat-to-self.

Prior to 2002: The practice of warning
disciplinary actions to students caught
talking to friends about self-harm has an
unknown beginning, but was in place
prior to the beginning of Christine Greer’s
position as dean of students in 2002.

September 2016: The Foundation for
Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) article
causes nationwide controversy. NMU
responds with a public announcement that
the practice is no longer in place and
hasn’t been since the beginning of 2016.

Early 2016: University officials said
practice of warning disciplinary actions
was stopped but this was not widely
announced to the NMU community.

2013: An investigation was opened by the
U.S. Department of Education concerning
NMU'’s policies and practices surrounding
student self-harm.

2006: Policy 3.12 in the NMU handbook,
based on part 35.139 of Title Il titled " Direct
threat,” was reviewed and under the
provisions of Title Il at this time, there was no
fault in the policy because Title Il included
threat-to-self and threat-to-others as reason
for warning possible removal from the
university.

1990: The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) was created by the Department of
Justice. Title Il of the ADA encompases
nondiscrimination on the basis of disability in
state and local government services.

W inter Keefer and Kayla Miller/NW



STATE NEWS

The University of Michigan is planning a series of
projects titled “Poverty Solutions” that look to bridge the gap
between research and community efforts to prevent and alleviate
poverty, the school announced Tuesday. The initiative will
explore and test models that lessen the effects of poverty.
Projects include efforts to alert low-income homeowners about
an exemption to reduce their property taxes, protect affordable
housing in Detroit and address rural poverty. Others include
employing health workers in neighborhoods to help residents
and collaborative research partnerships.

NATIONAL NEWS

The United States government gave $500 million to the UN ’s
Green Climate Fund three days before Donald Trump’s inau-
guration. Barack Obama’s outgoing administration announced
the contribution Tuesday, bringing the total funds to date to
$1 billion. Obama pledged in 2014 to give $3 billion to help
tackle the effects of climate change in the poorest countries,
while Trump has previously called global warming a hoax. The
president-elect has also threatened to pull the United States out
of the Paris Agreement a global agreement on curbing green-
house gas emissions and America’s commitment to the fund.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Globally-averaged temperatures in 2016 were 1.78 degrees
Fahrenheit warmer than the mid-20th century mean. This
makes 2016 the third year in a row to set a new record for
global average surface temperatures. Earth’s 2016 surface tem-
peratures were the warmest since modern recordkeeping began
in 1880, according to independent analyses by NASA and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The 2016
temperatures continue a long-term warming trend, according
to analyses by scientists at NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space

Studies in New York.

WEIRD NEWS

A tiny moth with a “golden flake hairstyle” has become the
first creature named after the soon-to-be 45th president of the
United States, Donald Trump. The Neopalpa donaldtrumpi
was discovered in California by researcher Vazrick Nazari of
Ottawa, Canada. The name was inspired by the striking golden
flakes covering its head, which hold resemblance to Trump’s
hair. Nine species were named after President Barack Obama
during his term in office. What Trump will make of the honour
remains to be seen.

— Compiedfrom news sources

1. Operating while intoxicated was reported at 2:09
a.m. Tuesday,January 10 at the corner of Crescent and
Spruce Streets.

2. Operating while intoxicated was reported at 5:20
a.m. Sunday,January 15 at the corner of Sheridan and
Grant Streets.

NEW S

Thursday, Jan. 19, 2017

www.thenorthwindonline.com 3

Winter Keefer/NW

Steve Labar explains how the mass notification server provides the location of emergency or maintenance

alerts on campus. This isan added benefit of the updated system that replaced technology over 20 years old.

NMU updates mass notification

By Winter Keefer
assistant news editor

Over the past five years, NMU
has been phasing out an over
20-year-old fire alarm system in
a $2.9 million project to install a
new system with added mass no-
tification capabilities.

Mass notification gives the uni-
versity the ability to talk directly
or send prerecorded messages
to buildings from inside a select
building or from Public Safety
in the case of an emergency
situation, Director of Public
Safety and Police Services Mike
Bath said.

Mass notification is integrated
into the fire alarm system, al-
lowing communication to either
selected buildings or all campus
buildings with the most updated
fire alarms. Dorms are not on the
mass notification system but have
a fire alarm system integrated
into the same server.

“Obviously with new technol-
ogy you have the ability to up-
grade, and at that point the Uni-
versity made the decision to put
in mass notification,” Bath said.

Bath explained that mass notifi-
cation added another measure to
other emergency alert systems on
campus, including the text alert
system and NMU laptop take-
over capabilities that allow Pub-
lic Safety to broadcast messages
over all NMU laptops in case of
emergency situations. The old
fire alarm system was no longer
upgradable.

“The unfortunate thing is 20
years from now we’ll probably be
doing something again. Or, we’ll
update this system but there’s
always something coming new,”
Bath said.

There have been three main
phases to the mass notification
project, Steve LaBar, architec-
tural specialist for engineering
and planning said. The first
phase began inJune 2012 with
requests for qualifications and

contract bidding for an installer
and electrical contractor. After
contractors were determined, de-
partment heads were contacted
to let them know an overview of
the process.

“We had to keep the building’s
existing fire alarm systems up
and running while we did this.
For safety reasons we can't just
knock down one and be working
on it for two months while there’s
no fire detection in the building,”

building or we wanted people to
shelter in place, you don't set offa
building’s alarm for that reason,”
said Gould. “Now we have a way
to catch your attention in that
building and tell you we’re under
a severe threat of weather.”

The mass notification system
is strictly to be used in emer-
gency situations, Gould said. It
will not be used for general an-
nouncements or by unauthorized
personnel.

It’s huge with what you hear
nowadays, with events that

occurred nationwide In other

universities. It’'s a win-win for

everyone | think.

_ Steve Labar

architectural specialist, engineering and planning

LaBar said.

Much of the project was com-
pleted in the early mornings when
students were not in class, he said.
Meetings were also held with the
State of Michigan’s Bureau of
Fire Services electrical division to
ensure equipment was up to code.

“It’s huge with what you hear
nowadays, with events that oc-
curred nationwide in other uni-
versities. It’s a win-win for every-
one | think,” LaBar said.

There are 11 prerecorded mes-
sages available to broadcast over
the mass notification system at a
push of a button, said Fire and
Security Specialist Lee Gould.
These pre-recorded messages in-
clude fire alerts, shelter-in-place,
major evacuation notices and ac-
tive shooter notifications.

“The mass notification’s nice
because before technology got
there, if the fire alarm went off
you assumed it was a fire. But,
maybe the fire alarm went off be-
cause there was a tornado coming
and we wanted people out of that

“If there is anything emergen-
cy-related we can use it but that is
its only use,” he said.

The new fire alarm system also
notifies dispatch of the exact lo-
cation and time for both emer-
gency alerts and maintenance
needs, Gould said.

“A dispatcher hears it, sees it,
they know what’s going on. It also
gives them procedures and poli-
cies in place to read exactly what
they need to do,” Gould said.

Most times the alerts are main-
tenance-related, he said. If a
detector is dirty or needs repair,
the alert will ensure maintenance
before failure. Public Safety works
closely with Engineering and
Planning to continue keeping sys-
tems on campus up-to-date.

“It was a big collaborative ef-
fort,” Gould said.

Public Safety encourages stu-
dents to sign up for text alerts at
nmu.edu/publicsafety and like
Northern Michigan University
Public Safety and Police Services
on Facebook.


http://www.thenorthwindonline.com
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CAMPUS
BRIEFS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Gov. Rick Snyder announced the appointments of Lisa Fit-
tante of Kingsford, Alexis Hart of Royal Oak andJames Have-
man of Grand Haven to the Northern Michigan University
Board of Trustees on Dec. 20, 2016. Fittante and Hart will
serve eight-year terms expiring Dec. 31, 2024, and Haveman
will serve the remainder of an eight-year term expiring Dec. 31,
2020. Their appointments are subject to the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. “I thank this group of individuals for their
commitment to serving on this board and serving the university
community,” Snyder said in a press release.

ALUMNI

Two NMU alumni received $25,000 technology packages
for their schools as state winners in the Samsung “Solve for To-
morrow” competition. Becky Simmons of Marquette and Yuriy
Drubinskiy of Garden City, Kansas, along with other state
champions, look to advance toward the top prize of a $150,000
technology grant. Simmons teaches global science and science
for inventors at Marquette Senior High School. She wrote the
Samsung grant with Sara Cambensy, another NMU graduate
who is director of Kaufman Auditorium and adult/community
education at the Marquette Area Public Schools. Drubinskiy is
working with Garden City High School students to address wa-
ter issues in Kansas. They are studying the dwindling Ogallala
Aquifer and will use technology such as sensors and microcon-
trollers to facilitate more efficient water use.

ADMINISTRATION

NMU President Fritz Erickson is one of five 2017 Honored
Alumni who were selected by the University of Northern Colo-
rado Alumni Association. Honored alumni will be recognized
for their accomplishments at an awards ceremony on Saturday,
March 25, 2017 in Greeley, Colorado. Erickson, who earned
two degrees at UNC, was honored by the university in a press
release that can be found on Campus Connect.

DIVERSITYAND INCLUSION

Copies of “Citizen: An American Lyric” by Claudia Ran-
kine will be distributedJan. 20 from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. in the up-
stairs atrium area in Hedgcock. There will also be a free lunch
provided. Limited quantities of the book will be available on
a first come, first serve basis. Students are encouraged to read
the book, then join end of the semester conversation events
surrounding the text with special guest speakers, NMU faculty
and students, and Marquette-area community members. “Citi-
zen: An American Lyric” was a finalist for the National Book
Award in Poetry and the National Book Critics Circle Award in
Criticism. The book also won the National Book Critics Circle
Award in Poetry, the NAACP Image Award, the L.A. Times
Book Prize and the PEN Open Book Award.

— Compiedfrom NMU Campus Connect
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conference spaces with high
ceilings in the south wing
with the capacity of 940 guests
for a seated dinner, as well as
a 1,300 theatre-style seating
area in a ballroom-style space
for hosting larger events. Ex-
isting conference spaces like
the Great Lakes Rooms will be
renovated with new technol-
ogy and entry points as well.
Recently, the NMU Board
of Trustees approved $1.3
million to proceed with the
design phase of the renova-
tion project. The budget for
the entire renovation project
is an estimated $17.5 million.
As of now, an NMU-appoint-
ed committee is working with
Nuemann/Smith Architecture
on design plans for the remod-
eling of the UC. Howeuver,
the actual design is still in the
programming stage and has
yet to be decided, Richards
said. Nuemann/Smith is an

architectural firm out of De-
troit that has also worked on
other Michigan campuses such
as Michigan State, Wayne
State and Central Michigan
universities.

“Money needs to be invested
in the facility, no matter what,
because it is in need of main-
tenance upgrades, so this is a
great way of enhancing the
building and providing possi-
bly broader use of it to bring
in more revenue, as well as
addressing the maintenance
needs of the facility,” Richards
said. “The university needs
to continue to upgrade their
physical assets to maintain the
value of them.”

For aesthetic reasons, some
renovation ideas involve con-
sidering the UC’s relation-
ship to its adjacent buildings
of Gries and West Halls. The
preservation of the UC lawn
as well as “softening” the vi-
sual impact of the parking and
concrete patio areas through
the use of vegetation are also
being considered.

Since its last upgrade 23
years ago, the UC has not
received any new renovation
even though the campus com-
munity has greatly evolved
around it.

According to “A Sense of
Time: The Encyclopedia of
Northern Michigan Univer-
sity” by Russell Magnaghi, the
UC was originally constructed
section by section and complet-
ed in 1960. Then, the building
underwent a major renova-
tion of $7 million in 1994 to
modernize and become more
“user-friendly.”

“The last renovation wasn’t
even a full building renova-
tion,” Richards said. “It didn’t
address alot of the mechanical
or electrical systems, so doing
that is a part of this project.”

Since 1960, the 150,400
square foot building has served
the NMU campus as a home
base for the bookstore and
many student organizations,
as well as a place for many
university and community
events.

The Dream Lives On

Neil Flavin/NW

Students of various ethnicities sloshed around campus on Monday to honor the late Dr. Martin Luther King

Jr.with a March for Equality. Thiswasjust one of many events held to honor his legacy.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL

Savanna Hennig/ NW

Fdloning 'the dreen’t while fading Tup

This week we face two historic days
that fall on opposite ends of the spec-
trum. The timing of Martin Luther King
Jr. Day comes along with the inaugura-
tion of our arguably most controversial
president-elect ever, Donald Trump.

How can we reflect on MLK’s power-
ful message in light of today’s issues?
A man who so righteously preached
equality and unity for all needs to be
remembered. We cannot forget how far
we've come in this country in our efforts
to achieve total equality. Neither can we
forget we still have far to go.

When comparing MLK to Trump,
they are dissimilar. One dreamed that all
people could come together as a single
united nation, while the other dreams
of tearing us apart by using our differ-
ences. We must consider the character
of the president-elect and take a hard
look at what our future holds.

In a time when continuing to move
forward is pivotal, we've taken a step
back. It is difficult to honor MLK when
we elect a man who has claimed to
“have a great relationship with the
blacks.”

In this time of transition and change,
we must question what sets a standard

for democracy. Human beings should
not be divided into groupings of skin
color, wealth or gender. We cannot af-
ford to descend into the past.

Moving forward into a new presiden-
cy, we need to recognize that a united
nation is much stronger than a broken
one. There needs to be a greater focus
on what we have in common as Ameri-
can citizens and families, rather than
what makes us different.

MLK deserves to be honored. His
message was of “life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness” and “inalienable
rights” guaranteed to all, regardless
of class, gender or race. If MLK were
alive today, how would he see the Unit-
ed States or Donald Trump? Would he
see us still living in the shadows of the
past?

We are not yet living in “the dream”
that MLK depicted powerfully in his
speech, but we are reminded to fight
for our rights, as well as the rights of
others. We are reminded to recognize
a problem and speak up to rise to the
challenge of overcoming it. And in this
era of Trump leadership, we are re-
minded to choose love and unity over
ignorance and hate.
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There i1s a brighter side
to the winter season

The end ofJanuary is near-
ing. The Christmas season and
holidays have passed. Resolu-
tions have been made and
we’re all falling back into more
structured routines.

It’s about that time of year
when the snow blackens along
the roadways and the fever for
green grass begins to surface.
While we Ve at least been fortu-
nate to be greeted by sunlight
in our windows the past few
mornings, the typical absence
of the sun can easily cast a dis-
mal, monotonous tone for the
day. Why do we put up with
these subzero temperatures
and the seemingly unyielding
darkness?

During summer months, |
personally don't leave any idle
time. I’'m constantly on the go
between jobs to jump in Lake
Superior, climb a conveniently-
sized Michigan mountain or
simply to read on my porch.
Upon winter’s arrival, the first
few snowfalls aren’t so bad, but
soon enough there’s a shift in
mindset for most, it seems.

There should be worthy
reasons as to why we endure
the harshest and longest sea-
son of the Upper Peninsula
and stay to live through it
again and again. As with any-
thing we do, it’s important to
explore the “why” factor. Is
there a point to taking on the
cold for you?

Winter doesn’t mean to tell
you to slow down on cultivat-
ing happiness, but rather it
challenges you to find innova-
tive ways to bring you to life

still.

If you’re the sporty or out-
doorsy type especially, there’s
an abundance of great activi-
ties to engage in. Snowshoeing
is an easy go-to as there are
many wonderful trail options
locally as well as always having
the option to go offthe beaten
path. If you can’t budget buy-
ing snowshoes of your own, the
ORC on campus offers rentals.

The options are nearly
endless: cross country skiing,
downbhill skiing, hockey, figure
skating, skijoring, ice fishing,
fat tire biking, sledding, snow-
boarding or a classic snowball
fight to name a few. A bonus
perk of these activities is that
they torch calories, making any
health-related New Year’s reso-
lutions easier to achieve.

Even if you’re not the most
adventurous of sorts, the cold
doesn’t have to consist of
lonely days cooped up in your
apartment. Get together with
friends and explore local busi-
nesses such as coffee shops to
catch up without sacrificing be-
ing cozy. There are also many
great local events to check
out, such as the Rail Jam and
UP200 Sled Dog Races.

Essentially, keeping yourself
socially or actively engaged
in some way helps defeat the
blues. If you're struggling to
see past the repetitive gray
skies, chances are you’re not
alone. Therefore, we can push
ourselves with our colleagues
to rise above winter griping.

Your days are only as dark
as you make them, so embrace
what you can do and take ad-
vantage of the given seasonal
situation. We’re very blessed
to live in a smaller communi-
ty with so much to offer year-
round, so kick the winter ex-
cuses aside and breathe in the
crisper air with a more positive
mindset.

LETTER POLICY

Letters to the Editor must include a full name, year, major and
phone number for verification. Limit letters to 250 words or less.

All letters may be edited for grammar and length.

Letters can be mailed to The North Wind, 2310 University
Center, 1401 Presque Isle Ave., Marquette, M1 49855.

Letters can also be submitted via email to editor.northwind@
gmail.com, or through a website submission on www.thenorth-

windonline.com.

WRITERS WANTED

The North Wind is hiring opinion writers who can intelli-
gently argue one side of political and social campus issues.

To apply, stop in The North Wind office at 2310 University
Center, 1401 Presque Isle Ave., Marquette, M1 49855
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OPINION

Reflections on prayer,

peace at Standing Rock

Guest
Column

Martin
Reinhardt

During my two recent visits to
Standing Rock, | gained a deep
appreciation for the power of
prayer and peace in relation to
the protection of water. | was
out at Standing Rock during the
Thanksgiving break and again a
week later for the gathering of
veterans.

As an Anishinaabe Ojibway
person, growing up | was taught
that water is the lifeblood of our
Mother Earth. It was no sur-
prise to me to learn that other
people are also taught this idea.
The water protectors at Stand-
ing Rock say “mini waconi,”
translated as “water is life.”

There is no doubt that with-
out water, we all die. It is im-
perative that we take a stand
against the forces that are con-
taminating our water, and put-
ting legal obstacles in our way
as we try to access clean water.
Water should be a right for all
beings human and non-human,
and we should be willing to
fight for it as if our lives depend
on it, because they do.

I was impressed with the
peaceful nature of the people |

encountered at Standing Rock.
On Thanksgiving day, my fam-
ily, friends and | stood across
from the place they call Turtle
Island, and we sang a few tra-
ditional drum songs. When we
switched it up and began singing
a protest song, one of the young

many others who assumed that
we would bust through the razor
wire and take over the drill pad
site to shut down the pipeline.
Instead we would put our bodies
between those who were sworn
to serve and protect the people
and the people themselves. How
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women approached me and
said, “Brother that is a beautiful
song, but we ask that only tradi-
tional songs be sung here as it
is a sacred place and we dont
want to incite any violence.” |
said, “sure, no problem, I meant
no disrespect.” She assured me
that all was OK.

When | returned for the gath-
ering of the veterans, | was once
again reminded of the prayer-
ful and peaceful nature of the
camps. As we were briefed on
our mission, the tribal elders
told us that we were not there
to engage in any violence, but
to stand in protection of peace-
ful people who were praying
so that they didnt get hurt. It
was a different role for me and

ironic.

While some of the other
veterans and | wandered about
looking for things to do after
being there for a few days, we
heard the great news that the
Army Corps of Engineers had
ordered a halt to the work.
It was a joyous occasion and
there was much celebrating. We
enjoyed a bison stew made for
us by the community members.
Apparently, our presence made
a huge difference.

In my years of service in
the Army, | never felt as grati-
fied as | did that day, know-
ing that my peaceful and
prayerful  service made a
difference in the protection of
our Mother Earth.

Not all news Is fake news
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The introduction of social
technology to the field of jour-
nalism has drastically changed
the way people gather and con-
sume news media. Instead of
sitting down and watching the
nightly news or waking up to
grab the morning paper, a ma-
jority of news-seekers simply use
social media and smartphones to
gather information.Journalism is
apractice that largely depends on
the communications technology
of the day and is often shaped by
that very same technology.

Recently there has been a
growing concern over fake news
in today’s media, especially fol-
lowing the 2016 presidential elec-
tion. As a multimedia journalism
major, | can see the danger of
having false reports circulating as
if true. However, an even more
dangerous trend is labeling trust-
ed news sources as “fake news”
just because you don't like what’s
being reported.

The rise of “fake news” is not
only damaging to American soci-
ety but also diminishes trust be-
tween citizens and news media.
Headlines such as “WikiLeaks
CONFIRMS Hillary Sold Weap-
ons to ISIS” are usually a solid
indicator of a false news report.
Most Americans can spot an
unreliable source when they see
one. After all, a majority of high
school English courses | took
went above and beyond to estab-
lish what is factual and what is
not. But more and more often |
see online CNN reports studded
with criticising comments berat-
ing the the publication for being
“fake news.”

Dubbing real news as false is
a clear indication that you have
some sort of bias towards what is
being reported or the news publi-
cation in general. “Fake news” is
news that is factually not true, has
unreliable or a lack of sources, is
potentially payed for and is usual-
ly attached to an unreliable news
outlet. | have yet to see a CNN
report that matches this criteria;
despite this there are many com-
ments, tweets and posts that mark
the content as “fake.”

This backlash towards CNN
and other publications is largely

precipitated by comments made
by President-elect Trump. A
popular phrase thrown around
by Trump during his cam-
paign, among other things, was
“crooked media.” In response to
CNN’ coverage of a potential
conflict of interest the candi-
date might have, Trump tweet-
ed: “Prior to the election it was
well known that | have interests
in properties all over the world.
Only the crooked media makes
this a big deal!”

The main function of a free
press is to give citizens the infor-
mation that is needed to make
informed decisions. A potential
conflict of interest is something
Americans have the right to know
about and does not indicate that
CNN is treating Trump unfairly
or plotting against him. The
whole concept of combating fake
news has been perverted by the
president-elect and is now turned
into a form of online trolling.
The trust between the American
public and news media is deli-
cate and separates us from other
countries. Dismissing informa-
tion simply because you disagree
with it is a dangerous habit and
stops the flow of information,
thus endangering us all.
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What goal would you like to accomplish this
semester?

Noah Ballek, sophomore
outdoor recreation

“If I could choose something
I would probably say good
grades, meet a lot of friendly
people and have fun, you
know? Go Wildcats! Woo!”

Melanee Bess, senior
nursing

“This is my first semester
of nursing school so I'm
just hoping to get through
it basically alive. Passing all
my clinicals and just making
it through another semester
here at Northern.”

Tiffanie Weeden, junior

psychology
“Probably just staying more
on task, making sure | get
things done when they’re
due. Just staying one step
ahead of the game.”

Adel Isaacson, sophomore
speech language hearing
sciences

“My goal for this semester
is to work hard, get good
grades, make new friends
and have a great rest of the
school year.”

compiled by N eil Flavin

Letter to the editor

Dear Editor,

I have watched as the mo-
mentum for campus su