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Take part in MLK Day service

The North Wind staff celebrates NMU’s decision
to cancel classes for MLK Day.

Northern Michigan
Universitys Independent
Student Newspaper
since 1972

Jan 17, 2013

Features - Page 10

U.P. folk band comes to campus
Gratiot Lake Road stops by for Beaumier Heri-
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UAW contract approved
alter lengthy negotiations

By Amanda Monthei
news editor

Formore than ayear and a half,
local UAW 1950 chapter presi-
dent Michelle Kimball has, as she
puts it, “exhaled union thoughts
and inhaled union thoughts.”

By Wednesday, Dec. 5, after
being involved in union con-
tract negotiations since July
2011, her efforts in the campus
union—which serves the Techni-
cal and Office Professional Staff
(TOPS)—materialized into a rati-
fied contract that was eventually
approved by the NMU Board of
Trustees on Friday, Dec. 14.

While the resulting contract
wasn’t fully what Kimball and the
other members of UAW 1950 had
bargained for, Kimball asserts
that the negotiated terms are of
benefit to her membership.

“I have to say that when I left
mediation on Monday, Dec. 5, |
was cranky. | was angry,” Kimball
said. “We had worked so hard,
and Il just didn’t see how we were
getting anywhere, but somewhere
between Monday walking home
from the mediation and Wedne-
day presenting the proposal to my
group, | came to realize it wasn’t
that bad of a contract given the
time. Times are hard and the fight
was meaningful on both sides.”

The approval of the new con-
tract—which was ratified by a
vote of 95-32 among union mem-
bers and later approved unani-
mously by the Board of Trust-
ees—will give TOPS a $0.25 per
hour base increase, including an
additional $0.10 increase for the
lowest paid employees at each
classification level.

The necessity for a new con-
tract came after changes made
in the Michigan legislation, par-
ticularly regarding health care
reform.

The increase in healthcare
costs for university employees to
$2,600 per year equated a $1,100
increase from TOPS’ prior premi-
ums, making a fight almost neces-
sary for many union members on
campus, according to Kimball.

“We were actually looking at

people making
almost ~ mini-
mum wage with
that health in-
surance pay in,
so we had to

fight. We had
to,” Kimball
said. “That’s

why these ses-
sions of nego-
tiations took
so much lon-
ger (than other
unions).”

For a hand-
ful of the 150
members of
TOPS, $2,600
per year for a
compensation
package equates
to nearly 10
percent of their
yearly  salary.
Yet while the
negotiations for
TOPS lasted 16
months,  other
unions on cam-
pus faced the same premiums
subtracted from their paychecks
every month, but have in due time
allowed for ratifications in their
own respective contracts.

Ron Sundell, President of the
American Association of Uni-
versity Professors (AAUP), said
while his membership is only
somewhat associated with other
unions on campus, they do make
efforts to get involved when bar-
gaining attempts are being made.

“There are five unions on cam-
pus and we do get together some-
times and talk strategy,” Sundell
said. “Also, whenever they were
holding informational pickets,
our members would go out there
and stand in the informational
picket lines with them.

“In those types of activities, we
try to help support them. When |
would give remarks to the Board
(of Trustees), I would usually in-
clude a statement of support for
their efforts as well.”

Additionally, other unions
faced similar ratifications to their
respective contracts.

“We weren’t the only union
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Union members hold a protest at the intersection
of Wright Street and Tracy Avenue early last year.

on campus to face this, all unions
on campus faced this exact same
thing,” Kimball said. “The only
issue for us is that we have some
of the lowest paid employees on
campus. Our starting rate was
$9.82 an hour, and then you start
asking for $1.75 an hour back for
health insurance (when employ-
ees are making) $9.82...”

The contract will be in effect
during the fiscal years 2013 and
2014, and also includes one-time
payments to union members of
$300 and $200, respectively.

Also approved by the Board in
the Friday, Dec. 14 meeting were
$216,000 in renovations to be
made to the Kaye House, as well
as a reopener of American Feder-
ation of State, County and Munic-
ipal Employees 1094’ previously
accepted contract. The result was
a 15 percent increase in base
wages and a one-time distribution
of a $150 university contribution
to the pre-tax employee HRA ac-
counts, or a taxable cash payment
was also approved.

No administration was avail-
able to comment on the ratifica-
tion by press time.
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Wildcat hockey picks up pace

Men’s hockey team fights to hold onto undefeated

strength while gearing for the Buckeyes.
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An NMU student was shot at a residence on Fisher Street just prior
to Christmas break in a shooting that has been deemed accidental.

Studentwounded in
off-campus shooting

By Amanda Monthei
news editor

An accidental off-campus
shooting on Wednesday, Dec. 12
involving two Northern Michi-
gan University students left one
individual injured, while an-
other was arrested and charged
with a two count misdemeanor
warrant, according to Marquette
City Police Department Detec-
tive Capt. Gordon Warchock.

At 5:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
Dec. 12, police received a call
from NMU student Nicholas
Ireland, who had accidentally
discharged a friends’ .45 caliber
handgun in the living area of a
residence on Fisher Street, ac-
cording to a press release from
the Marquette City Police.

In the same press release, it
is said that Ireland had taken
the weapon from another indi-
vidual as a safety precaution,
but had allowed the weapon to
discharge upon handling it.

Lauren Cockels, another
NMU student, was lying on the
couch in the living area when
she was struck in the right

knee with a bullet from the dis-
charged weapon.

Other individuals in the
room aided Cockels as Ireland
called 911.

Ireland was arrested on one
charge of careless discharge
causing injury—a high court
misdemeanor carrying a punish-
ment of up to two years in pris-
on and $2,000 fine. According
to the press release, Ireland was
also charged with one misde-
meanor count of possession of
a weapon while under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs.

Priorto his hearing on Friday,
Jan. 14, Ireland was released on
a Personal Recognizance bond.

At the hearing, he plead no
contest to the charge of possess-
ing a firearm while under the in-
fluence, according to Marquette
County Prosecutor Matt Weise.
He was dismissed of one charge
of careless discharge causing
injury.

If charged, Ireland could
spend up to 93 days in jail, in
addtion to a $500 dollar fine, ac-
cording to Weise.

Ireland is scheduled to be
sentenced on Tuesday, Feb. 19.
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State News

Michigan Governor Rick Snyder, in his State of
the State address on Wednesday, Jan. 16, communi-
cated his hopes to fix the state’s roads in the coming
year, among plans for other transportation projects.

Snyder’s plans to improve roads and transporta-
tion in the state will result in an estimated raise of
$1.2 billion of annual revenue, funds of which Sny-
der has not offered specifics. According to www.
mlive.com, one possibility offered for raising the
necessary funds is to increase vehicle registration
fees for drivers in Michigan.

Other topics that were discussed in the address
were education, the environment and social servic-
es

National News

In some of the most sweeping gun control legis-
lation in decades, President Barack Obama encour-
aged Congress on Wednesday, Jan. 16 to approve
a renewed ban on assault weapons, in addition to
legislation urging background checks on all gun
purchases.

The new plans, which are a response to such
mass shootings as the recent Sandy Hook Elementa-
ry School shooting in Newtown, Conn., are expect-
ed to curb mass shootings in the United States after
a particularly deadly year of gun violence in 2012.
President Obama also seeks to pass a new federal
gun trafficking law, which would aim to keep out-
of-state guns off the streets of major urban areas.

“We can’t put this off any longer,” Obama said.
“Congress must act soon.”

The president also vowed to use whatever weight
his office holds to make his proposals to Congress
a reality.

International News

Three people have been reported dead following
a seize of Western and Algerian hostages in the deep
Sahara by Islamist fighters on Wednesday, Jan. 16,
according to reuters.com.

The raid came as a result of France’s new offen-
sive against Malian rebels this week, as the radical
Islamists demanded a standstill in France’s attacks.
France’s intervention in Mali was encouraged by
both the United States and other European powers.

The hostages, a handful of which are American,
were seized at a natural gas facility in the Saharan
desert near dawn on Wednesday. No explicit threat
has been made, though it is clear that their lives are
at risk.

Weird News

Awoman in Portland, Ore. found herselfwedged
between two buildings on Wednesday, Jan. 16, after
falling 12 feet from a second-story roof.

After spending four hours in an eight- to 10 inch
space between the two concrete walls, the woman
was released by firefighters who had to cut a hole
in the concrete and apply a “soapy lubricant” to free
her.

Upon being released from the space, the woman
raised her face and clenched her fists while yelling,
“Oh, my God.”

After being taken to the hospital afterwards, the
woman was subsequently declared to be in good
health.

The firefighting unit that responded to the inci-
dent said its earthquake preparedness helped im-
mensely in the rescue, but that Wednesday’s inci-
dent was the first of its kind that they had responded

to.
— Compiledfrom news sources
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Getting Back Into Classes

Kristen Koehler/NW

Students walk by the Learning Resource Center on Monday, Jan. 14, as they find their way to their first classes.

ASNMU update

By Amanda Monthei
news editor

Still without a vice president at its
first meeting of the semester, the AS-
NMU general assembly on Monday,
Jan. 14 consisted primarily of sugges-
tions for the new semester as well as
a discussion regarding the open vice
president position.

Before the assembly began its dis-
cussions, Relevant Campus Ministries
adviser Deborah Heino began the
meeting with a public comment re-
garding the potential for a campus or-
ganization dedicated to giving students
sober rides home on the weekends.

Relevant currently gives free rides
to students one weekend per semester,
typically Halloween in the fall and St.
Patrick’s Day in the spring. Heino said
with a handful of committed volun-
teers, she could likely have an organi-
zation up and running by next fall that
would give free rides every weekend,

and to anywhere in the greater Mar-
quette area.

Heino asked the assembly to spread
the word about the program so she
might gain enough volunteers to make
it possible.

Following the public comments,
President Ben Stanley shared a handful
of suggestions for the coming semes-
ter, proposing, among other things, that
the organization gain a larger presence
in social media.

He then motioned for the appoint-
ment of general studies representative
Wesley Reiber to the vice president
position, which was rejected by the as-
sembly on grounds of a lack of experi-
ence within the organization.

Stanley said after the meeting that
such projects as the Bike Share pro-
gram and responsibilities like estab-
lishing committees are a vice presi-
dential responsibility, and he hopes to
appoint someone in the next two to
three weeks.

Organizing campus committees to

be more efficient is also a main focus
in the coming weeks, he said, but not
much can be done without avice presi-
dent in office.

“I’m talking with the marketing and
communications office to have a pro-
tocol for committees to be entered into
a database,” Stanley said. “So that we
know what committees we need and
what we don’t need anymore, and that
will help get students involved in all
these different areas.”

Stanley said he would prefer a hon-
est and open-minded individual to fill
the vice president position. Above all,
and in the midst of much internal con-
flict, Stanley said he needs someone
who is willing to work with him, not
against him.

“(1f we get) somebody that says ‘I
don't like this rule,” that’s something |
can work with,” he said. “But if some-
one says ‘I cant work with him,” |
can’t do anything with that. (We need)
someone that is supportive of not only
me, but the entire ASNMU body.”

Campus Crime Map

Map Key

1. Larceny of university 3
property was reported  =r
Jan. 7 at 10:20 p.m. at

the Art and Design build-
ing.

2. A laptop was reported
stolen at 2:09 p.m. at lot
51 onJan. 7.

3. A student was charged
with aviolation ofthe  m=rsr
controlled substance act

on Jan. 14 near Public

Safety.

4. On Jan. 14, a student
was reported for posses-
sion of marijuana at the
Lincoln apartments.

5. A bike was reported
stolen from Magers Hall
on Jan. 15.

WRIGHT ST

NORW 0DST

CENTER ST

KAYE AVE

WALDO

FAR

KAYE AVE



N ews

Thursday. Tan, 17, 2013

www.thenorthwindonline.com 3

NMU improves shooter response measures

By Ellen Holmes
contributing writer

Following the December
shooting at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School in Connecticut,
public schools and universities
across the country have become
more skeptical of the safety pre-
cautions in place in the event of
a campus shooting.

Providing a response to the
recent influx of mass shootings
in the United States, Northern
has dedicated nearly two years to
putting the finishing touches on
an automatic locking system on
campus.

The system is capable of lock-
ing all exterior doors on campus
from a central computer in the
case of a shooter or other harm
on campus.

In cases that require the lock-
down system, students and staff

would be notified via NMU’s
Emergency Text Alert System,
as well as an alert message ap-
pearing on every NMU—issued
computer and laptop, regardless
of the location.

“The benefit of this system
is the sheer speed to which a
campus-wide lockdown would
be possible, especially for those
buildings such as Jamrich, the
Science Complex and the LRC
that have high volumes of traffic
throughout the day and evening,”
said Cindy Paavola, director of
communications and marketing.
“People may not realize just how
many doors each of our large
academic facilities have, but it’s
alot.”

Along with updated technol-
ogy, NMU faculty has been con-
stantly revising emergency plans
for the campus as a whole, as
well as to many individual de-

We strongly encourage students,
faculty and staff to also play a
role in preparing for emergencies

1S...

on crisis.

— Mike Bath
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partments and units within the
university, according to Paavola.

“In addition to new technol-
ogy being put in place, campus
staff is routinely trained on what
to do in the case of an emergency
situation,” said Mike Bath, di-
rector at Public Safety and Police
Services. “Public Safety holds
training courses for staff to work
with local police and fire teams
to better prepare for any emer-
gency situation on campus.”

Paavola also emphasized the
importance of student and fac-
ulty awareness, so they can be
prepared in the event of an emer-
gency.

“We strongly encourage stu-
dents, faculty and staff to also
play arole in preparing for emer-
gencies on crisis,” Bath said.
“By that, 1 mean that anyone on
the NMU campus who has cell
phone texting capabilities needs
to have signed up for the emer-
gency text alerts—it’s free of any
NMU charge and it is by far the
fastest way for university offi-
cials to communicate emergency
situations.”

In the event of a shooter or
other emergency, many students
are unaware of the measures
Northern is taking to secure their
safety, but also of what they need
to do should an emergency hap-
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Students and faculty can dowload the application NMU Mobile to their
smartphones that allows them to check NMU campus allerts right away.

pen.

Junior painting major Kelly
Peters said if she were to ever
experience an emergency on
campus, she isn’t sure what mea-
sures would need to be taken by
her and her peers.

“I’m not sure what | would
do,” Peters said. “l guess it’s
not something that is ever really
talked about. Maybe if the uni-
versity made it something that
you have to learn in one of your
classes, just 20 minutes once a
year or so where every student
has to participate in a safety
lockdown walk through of what

exactly to do.”

Another thing to to do as a
student or faculty member to be
prepared for an on or off cam-
pus emergency is program the
NMU Public Safety and Police
Services administrative  line
(227-2151) into their cell phone
for emergency use, according to
Public Safety.

Bath also urges students to
call in any suspicious behavior
that is noticed on campus as soon
as possible.

To be added to the emergency
text alert program, go to myweb.
nmu.edu/alerts.

UAW Local 1950

thanks the NMU community

for their support during

collective bargain

negotiations.
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Opinion

editorial

Participate in MLK Day events

NMU’s decision to designate Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day as a university
holiday is a welcome one, though it
lagged behind the federal government
by almost 30 years.

That is not to say Northern is the
last university to do so. Lake Superior
State University is now the only cam-
pus included in the Presidents Coun-
cil, State Universities of Michigan that
does not observe MLK Day as a uni-
versity holiday.

While the decision to observe MLK
Day came about suddenly between
two academic semesters, it is impor-
tant, nonetheless, that students recog-
nize that the holiday is a day on, not a
day off.

The holiday is one of service—a
chance for students to learn about and
speak out against current issues re-
garding social justice.

The university will be holding a
number of events to celebrate the leg-
acy of Martin Luther King Jr., and stu-
dents should use the time offto attend
these enriching, thought-provoking
events.

Whether it is attending the viewing
of the Presidential Inauguration on
Monday, Jan. 21 or the screening of
“Precious Knowledge” on Wednesday,
Jan. 23, students can utilize these op-
portunities to become more involved
on campus and in advocating for
change.

The student body has enjoyed the en-
tirety of winter break to take time off

2310 University Center, Marquette, M1 49855
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for relaxation, videogames and movie
marathons; now that students have re-
turned to an academic environment,
they should engage themselves in the
intellectual community once again.

After all, Martin Luther King Jr.
changed the racial, political and social
landscape of American culture.

During a period when African Amer-
icans were required to use separate fa-
cilities and acquiesce to white preju-
dice, MLK Jr. organized an effort for
equality—a movement that exercised
civil disobedience.

He did not promote peace through
strength, nor did he meet violence with
violence.

MLK Jr. was a man who believed he
could turn an atmosphere of prejudice
into one of progress.

When Ronald Reagan signed the
King Holiday bill into law, Coretta
Scott King said, “This is not a black
holiday; it is a people’s holiday.”

The North Wind staff urges students
to be active and engaged during their
day off on MLK Day.

It is the least they can do for an
iconic figure in American history who
reminded a people that, “all men are
created equal,” no matter their race or
religion.

MLK Jr. once said, “An individual
has not started living until he can rise
above the narrow confines of his in-
dividualistic concerns to the broader
concerns of all humanity.”

Start living this Monday, Jan. 21.
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Violence in media affects youth

Reigning in gun violence has be-
come a focal point in the news cov-
erage over the past year.

The issue remains divisive; there
are those who want stricter restric-
tions on guns or certain types of
weapons, those who see such re-
strictions as an encroachment of the
second amendment, and a slew of
viewpoints that lie somewhere in
between.

Following such a monumental
tragedy, like the shootings in Con-
necticut or 9/11, the focus seems to
be on questions such as, how could
this have been prevented? Who can
be held responsible? What can we
do to make sure this never happens
again?

Of course, these are questions
and concerns that have to be an-
swer ed, yet another question seems
to get overlooked: why did this hap-
pen?

When mental health becomes
part of the picture, rational thought
ironically seems to go out the win-
dow. Often you’ll hear, “Well it
happened because some guy went
batshit crazy and killed a bunch of
kids.”

Well, that doesn’t answer a lot
of questions, and violent crime in
America isn’t exactly an anomaly.
So what are the causes for this kind
of behavior, is it nature, nurture or
both?

As a small but active member of
the “media,” the question of wheth-
er or not increasingly violent media
contributes to these kinds of things
is, to an extent, a personal conun-
drum.

There’s no doubt that contempo-
rary media is addled with violence.
The effects, however, have been the
subject of scientific inquiry for de-
cades.

The issue took center stage again
in 2011 when Anders Behring
Breivik took the lives of over 70
people, mostly 17- and 18-year-
olds, in a series of terrorist attacks
in Norway.

Breivik openly testified that he
trained for the attack with the help
of “Call of Duty.” “Call of Duty:
Black Ops 2” was the highest-
selling video game in 2012, is it re-
ally that surprising that a handful of

kids might get (extremely) carried
away?

While violent behavior can be
caused by a number of factors, such
as family psychopathology, abuse
and exposure to domestic violence
or substance abuse, research seems
to show that violence in the media
can contribute to aggressive behav-
ior.

A study by J.G. Johnson in 2002
was the first longitudinal study to
link television exposure (which re-
mains the predominant medium of
media consumption in households)
during adolescence to “subsequent
aggression.”

As mentioned before, a num-
ber of variables can contribute to
violent behavior, but this particular
study used a large sample size of
over 700 families and a time span
of 17 years to test thoroughly and
statistically controlled key child-
hood factors known to affect ag-
gression.

Studies like this, and the report
published by the American Psycho-
logical Association the year before,
have changed the question from
“whether” there is a connection to
violence in the media and aggres-
sive behavior, to “how” exactly it
affects people.

Regardless, it’s impossible to
do a case-by-case study, especially
when violent crimes like a shooting
spree at a school often ends with
suicide.

We may never know what pro-
pelled Adam Lanza into shooting
his own mother and the 26 people
at Sandy Hook.

Butwe do know that the rampant
violence that is so easily accessible
on TV and the Internet contributes
to a more aggressive youth.

Take the incredibly popular AMC
TV show “The Walking Dead.”

While 1 personally think it’s a
great show and hugely entertain-
ing, it’s sort of troubling that an
eight-year-old could turn on the
television at 9 p.m. on a Sunday
and see “dead” people getting dis-
membered.

Censoring violent content in the
media is tricky, because it still re-
mains censorship.

People who are 18 and older
should by all means have the right
to consume whatever sort of media
or programming they choose.

Violence is a part of expression
and in some ways video games
or watching an action movie can
be cathartic, but there’s a line that
shouldn’t be crossed.
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Second Amendment right has limits

Weekly
Take Away

After the mass shooting in
Newtown, Conn., America has
finally started discussing gun
control regulations that will
restrict the number of military-
style weapons available to citi-
zens in the domestic sphere.

As a gun owner, | understand
the desire to use a gun for rec-
reational purposes and self-de-
fense.

Yet, | cannot wrap my head
around the want of some to pos-
sess assault weapons like the
AR-15, M-4 or AK-47, nor can
I comprehend the need for high-
capacity magazines.

Retired  General  Stanley
McChrystal said it best, “I per-
sonally dont think there’s any
need for that kind of weap-
onry [assault weapons] on the
street and particularly around
the schools in America...I un-
derstand everybody’s desire to
have whatever they want, but
we’ve got to protect our chil-
dren, we've got to protect our
police, we’ve got to protect our
population.”

These military-style weapons
are created to devastate a target
and kill in an efficient manner.

Using the 2006 United States
Supreme Court case District of
Columbia v. Heller as a legal
precedent, assault weapons can
be deemed “dangerous and ex-
otic” so they can be made ille-
gal.

Groups like the National Rifle
Association incite fear in the
hearts of gun owners by twist-
ing the truth, claiming that the
government wants to take away
guns from the American people.

That is simply not true.

A love of guns is hardwired
into our culture and our Consti-

tution, and short of an amend-
ment, there is no legal way to
confiscate all guns from citi-
zens.

The Second Amendment
guarantees Americans the right
to “keep and bear arms,” but
just because you have a freedom
does not mean you should ex-
ploit it.

At this point, with an esti-
mated 300 million guns in the
United States, banning assault
weapons, high-capacity maga-
zines and .50 caliber sniper ri-
fles is only one step towards a
safer future.

Enforcing existing laws is
paramount as well: those who
lie on background checks should
be charged.

Gun violence is a problem,
and it is a shame that the large-
scale shootings overshadow the
many deaths that occur all over
the country.

After all, every life is of val-
ue, notjust those of movie-goers
and elementary-school children.

Taking the necessary, logical
steps to reduce the number and
availability of assault weapons
is a measure of progress.

Americans need to do some-
thing to stop the increased acts
of violence in the public sphere.

I also disagree with the execu-
tive vice president of the NRA,
Wayne LaPierre, that more in-
dividuals with concealed-carry
permits will solve the gun vio-
lence problem.

LaPierre offered the claim
that “the only way to stop a bad
guy with a gun is with a good
guy with a gun.”

The problem with this line of
reasoning: how does one dis-
tinguish a good guy from a bad
guy?

Promoting civilian vigilan-
tism is not the answer.

Our culture loves the idea of
the gun-toting hero like Dirty
Harry, but not everyone is as
skilled with a firearm as this fic-
tional character.

Some states have lax laws,
such as Arizona, where the Sec-

ond Amendment is thought to
be a permit to carry a weapon in
public or Colorado, where you
can have a loaded gun in your
vehicle without a permit and
gun registration is illegal.

The problem with these kinds
of non-restrictive gun laws is
that it does not ensure that a
person carrying a gun is trained
thoroughly.

If you are carrying a weapon
for self-defense, you have con-
siderable power over others, and
a gun is added responsibility.

Why isn’t America talking
about gun safety in addition to
gun control when there is talk
about more individuals obtain-
ing concealed-carry permits?

More people with guns is not
the answer.

From my experience, people
do not understand the complex-
ity that carry a gun adds to your
life, nor do they acknowledge
that you are not the same person
with a gun as you are without
one.

For those of you with a con-
cealed-carry permit that are
reading this, | hope that you
are conscientious of that gun on
your waist or againstyour chest.

If you fantasize about a sce-
nario when you have the chance
to use your weapon, then I sug-
gest you evaluate why you carry
one.

Restricting the kinds of
weapons you can own does
not infringe upon your Second
Amendment right.

Reducing the amount of bul-
lets in a magazine doesn’t either,
and if you need more than six
shots to defend yourself, then I
would say you are not very pro-
ficient with your weapon.

Americans need to face the
harsh reality that something
needs to be done about the dan-
gerous weapons available in the
domestic sphere.

It goes beyond a question of
quantity—it is a question of
quality.

What kind of an America do
you want to live in?

Internships essential in college

Students go to college to get
jobs after graduation, right?

It seems like common sense,
which is why it’s shocking that,
according to a 2011 CBS News
article, half of college graduates
can’t findjobs in their field.

While the economy is the most
convenient scapegoat, this is a
problem rooted in college cur-
riculums.

Many four-year universities
stress teaching their students
critical thinking skills. While |
completely understand the im-
portance of possessing these
skills, they alone do not make for
an impressive resume.

What often gives ajob candi-
date the edge over another is not
just education, but experience ap-
plying learned skills.

As a senior in college, | have
more than three years of applica-
ble experience and a full-time job
offer pending graduation in May.

From my own experience and
in-depth research, | have learned
that internships are one of the
main keys to success after college
graduation.

This is why | propose Michi-
gan universities require students
to participate in an internship to
earn their degrees. Decades ago,
when attending college was not
necessarily the norm, a degree
was certainly enough to be no-
ticed by employers and result in
being hired.

Now that nearly every high
school graduate in Michigan goes
directly into a college program, a
degree is more likely to be an ex-

pectation of employers.

Education systems have cer-
tainly advanced over the last few
decades, and they need to contin-
ue adapting to the requirements
of the job market to be effective.

If the purpose and duty of col-
lege is to prepare students for
full-time hire, they’re not neces-
sarily doing its job.

Northern Michigan University
is on the right track. Nearly ev-
ery bachelor’s degree curriculum
provides students the option of
participating in an internship for
upper-level credits.

There are afew majors atNMU
that already require applied expe-
rience.

Many hands-on programs are
located in the Jacobetti Center,
including construction manage-
ment, cosmetology and hospital-
ity management.

If departments were to gradu-
ally incorporate this requirement
into their respective programs,
I am confident NMU would see
an improvement in job place-
ment after graduation. And if it’s
successful for one school, other
schools will be more willing to
instate this change.

Of course there are potential
drawbacks with this plan, such
as the time commitment, travel
difficulties or a lack of available
internships surrounding smaller
college towns.

However, with flexibility and
modification, the internship re-
quirement can be beneficial and
cost-effective for nearly all stu-
dents. As a student, how would
you feel about spending four
years and tens of thousands of
dollars just to be turned down
from all potential employers?

Until internships are made a
requirement, take the initiative to
participate in one on your own.
The extra hard work is proven to
pay off.

SO u n d Oﬁ compiled by Justin Key

How do youfeel about the lack ofsnow?

Nikki Davis
senior, microbiology

‘1 m disappointed. | was
expecting more by now. ”

Kristy Priest
senior, theater

“1 like not having snow only
when I ‘m walking to class,
otherwise it§ awful.

Anthony Raona
junior, digital cinema
“Kind ofsad because | can tgo
snowboarding.”

Amanda Wigand
junior, biology
‘1 don t like it. Ifeel like we
are never going to get any. ”
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Passions turn into professions, choose major you enjoy

The returns to a college educa-
tion are high.

Data show that individuals with
a bachelor’s degree earn substan-
tially more over their lifetimes
than those without degrees, and
today college grads are much
less likely to be unemployed than
those without degrees.

There are of course economic
explanations for this - a story. So
I will begin with a personal story.

When | was an undergrad (here
at Northern), | was interested in
learning about “how the world
works” from a social perspective.

After trying a few different ma-
jors, eventually | stumbled upon
economics.

| felt that it was relatively pow-
erful in offering the answers to
the questions to which | wished
to find answers (though there are
certainly answers to be found in
many other disciplines, such as
history, philosophy, cultural stud-
ies, etc.).

My choice of major was based
on discovery. Somewhat by ac-
cident, | was able to discover an
interest and a passion and turn it

into a career with (relatively) high
returns, not only for my own ben-
efit, but, I’'m hopeful that it pro-
vides benefits for others as well
(as a bonus, | am able to live in
the beautiful Upper Peninsulal).

The economist’s explanation
for the high returns to a college
degree has two elements.

First, education leads to higher
productivity through human capi-
tal development.

The other explanation has to do
with the information content in a
college degree.

The incomes of accountants
and engineers are relatively high.
It’s obvious that knowledge of ac-
counting or engineering is essen-
tial if you wish to be an accoun-
tant or an engineer.

Education leads to higher pro-
ductivity.

But what ifyour career path has
little to do (at least directly) with
what you studied in college?

In this case, the higher wages to
college graduates are related to a
“signaling” effect, whereby em-
ployers use the degree as a signal
that provides information about a
person’s potential productivity.

An art history major may end
up as an executive for an insur-
ance company or a bank, which
obviously has little or nothing to
do with art history.

But the earned degree perhaps
told the employer something
about the person’s potential pro-
ductivity, and the degree led to

something like on-the-job train-
ing.

(This may be an oversimplifica-
tion because college may impart
many useful skills, such as, an
ability to learn, and better com-
munication skills, etc.)

Historically, the “signaling”
explanation was probably as rel-
evant as the “productivity” expla-
nation in explaining higher earn-
ings. There is evidence, however,
that today things are somewhat
different.

While it’s generally true that
college grads have higher earn-
ings, this is not the case for all
grads, with a large number work-
ing at jobs that do not require a
college degree (Lesson: be careful
ofusing aggregate statistics to ex-
plain individual outcomes).

Today, if you are pursuing a ca-
reer related to one of the STEM
(science, technology, engineering
and math) disciplines, that path
is much more likely to lead to
higher earnings than non-STEM
disciplines.

Merely having a degree, re-
gardless of major, is not as likely
to lead to higher earnings, as was
once the case.

This is frustrating to many in-
dividuals, but also reveals an eco-
nomic “truth” about markets and
how price conveys information:
abundant supply accompanied
with low demand leads to lower
price.

My point is not that all students

should enter into STEM related
disciplines, nor that money is all
that matters.

If a person struggles with math,
pursuing a degree in computer
science is probably an exercise in
frustration and futility.

Pursuing a field of study merely
because it pays well may also lead
to frustration.

My point is more complex.
Being successful at an endeavor
often requires a certain amount
of ability (what economists call
comparative advantage) and some
passion.

Discovering ability and a pas-
sion and then working hard to
transform that passion into skills
and knowledge that others find
valuable is an ingredient for suc-
cess; how success is defined will
certainly vary between individu-
als.

My view of the college experi-
ence, based upon my own experi-
ences as a student and now as a
professor, is that it is an exercise
in discovery.

Entrepreneurs are individuals
who, often through trial and er-
ror, discover new ways of doing
things. Being a student can be a
process of trial and error.

Being a student is something
like being an entrepreneur: a prof-
it seeker broadly defined.

My modest goal in this essay is
to share a small amount of infor-
mation from my knowledge and
experience that students may find
useful.

Being better informed about the
potential risks and rewards of a
career, or of any choice, may lead
to a better outcome.

Some food for thought.

Editor’ note: Dr. Gary McDon-
nell is an associate professor of
economics at NMU.

The Professors Corner is a
weekly column in The North Wind.
Professors interested in appearing
in The North Wind should contact
the Opiniond Editor at opinion.
northwind@gmail.com

Letter Policy

Letters to the Editor must include a full name, year, major and
phone number for verification. Limit letters to 250 words or less.

All letters may be edited for grammar and length.

Letters should be mailed to The North Wind, 2310 University
Center, 1401 Presque Isle Ave., Marquette, MI 49855: submit-
ted via email to editor.northwind@gmail.com, or through a web-
site submission on www.thenorthwindonline.com by 12p.m. the
Monday before the paper is to be published.
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“The time Is always right to do the right thing.”

By Nolan Krebs
features editor

Thirty years ago, legis-
lation was passed making
the birthday of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. a
federal holiday in the Unit-
ed States.

The third Monday of Jan-
uary is dedicated to the man
whose leadership brought
the nation through some of
the most divisive times in
American history.

On Friday, Dec. 21, 2012,
NMU announced that class-
es would be canceled in ob-
servance of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, making it an
official university holiday.
While classes will be can-
celled on Monday, Jan. 21,
the university will remain
open.

Director of Communica-
tions and Marketing Cindy
Paavola said that the univer-
sity had been discussing the
idea of making MLK Day a
university holiday for more
than several years.

“Everyone just felt when
[MLK Day] was brought up
to the Board of Trustees that
campus was ready for this
change and that students are
aware of the celebration for
MLK Day,” Paavola said.

Associate director of the
Multicultural Education and
Resource Center (MERC),
Shirley Brozzo discussed
the importance of taking
part in the events on MLK
Day: “Not only to recognize
the things MLK fought for,
but to acknowledge current
social injustices.”

The MERC office has
scheduled a number of
events to celebrate MLK
Day starting Monday, Jan.
21 and ending on Friday,
Jan. 25.

These events are aimed
at exposing students and
faculty to different perspec-
tives regarding issues of so-
cial justice in the spirit of
MLK Jr.

Attending the events held
on campus is one way to
honor Dr. King’s memory,
but students can do so in
other ways. Taylor Johnson,
co-president of the Black
Student Union emphasized
that education was impor-
tant to MLK, as well as
community service.

“Students can use that
day to dedicate time for the
community,” Johnson said.

MLK DAY
EVENTS

Monday, Jan. 21:
aviewing of the Presi-
dential Inauguration
at 11 a.m. in the Peter
White Lounge.

Wednesday, Jan.

23:

a screening of the film
“Precious Knowl-
edge,” and a Q&A
afterwards with the
filmmaker Eren Mc-
Ginnis.

Thursday, Jan.
24:

a panel discussion on
ethnic studies will be
held at 3 p.m in Jam-
rich 102.

The Life of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, .

1929

Born on Tuesday, Jan. 15, 1929 in
Atlanta, Ga. King was the the son
of Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr.
and Alberta Williams King.

1944-1951

King studies at Morehouse Col-
lege and is ordained as a minister
during his final semester. In 1951,
King begins doctoral studies at
Boston University’s School of The-

ology.

1953

King marries Coretta Scott in
Marion, Ala. on Thursday, June

18.

1954-1955

King begins work as a pastor at
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Ala.

The following year, King is selected
to lead the Montgomery Improve-

ment

Association and peacefully protests
the arrest of Ro”™a Parks.

1%

King is arrest
demonstration
and pens the
from Birming
with the lettei
civil rights de
President Kei
civil rights legi

King speaks

200,000 peop!
Washington fo
Freedom on A

“Time” mags
1963’s “Man o
awarded the N
December 196
Act of 1965 is
summer, outla
discrimination

Following the
regation laws |
King begins to
Civil Rights N
lishes his first
ward Freedom
Story.”



1967

King speaks out against the
Vietnam War in April with his ad-
dress “Beyond Vietnam” in New
York. King also heads a multira-
cial campaign, the “Poor Peoples
Campaign,” to help impoverished
Americans.

1958

On April 4, after 13 years of non-
violent leadership, King is
assassinated at the Lorraine
Motel in Memphis, Tenn.

(Information obtained from www.thekingcenter.org)
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Calumet folk band takes stage at NMU

By Nolan Krebs
features editor

In conjunction with the Up-
per Peninsula Folklife Festival,
the Calumet band Gratiot Lake
Road and Marquette’s own Krebs
Cycle will be performing on Sat-
urday, Jan. 19 in the Peter White
Lounge of the UC.

Gratiot Lake Road is a four-
piece group that plays folk songs
attuned to the vibrations of north-
ern Michigan said Ben Jensen,
who plays guitar and banjo and
contributes vocals in the band.

“Geography plays a large part
in inspiring the songs,” Jensen
said. “The towns, forests, Lake
Superior and all these other natu-
ral features shape our experienc-
es. We’ve spent hours upon hours
driving, hiking and exploring the
Upper Peninsula and those expe-
riences shape the songs.”

The group began writing
songs together when Jensen met
his wife, Emaleigh, while study-
ing at Michigan Tech in the fall
of 2006.

Emaleigh, who had been writ-
ing songs since high school and
had experience as a solo per-
former in the area, played a song
for Jensen on the last day of the
semester, and Gratiot Lake Road
grew from there.

“She showed me one of her
songs, ‘Horace Greeley,” and |

Photo courtesy of Beaumier Heritage Center

Gratiot Lake Road, a Calumet-based band, will perform Saturday at NMU as part of the U.P. Folklife Festival.

played a little riff on the guitar
to it,” Jensen said. “We liked
the sound and Emaleigh started
showing me the new songs she
was writing for me to write guitar
parts.”

The two recorded some dem-
os for their Myspace page and
played their first gig at the Bridge
House in Houghton nine months
later.

Since then, the group has ex-
panded and often performs as a
four-piece, with Emaleigh sing-
ing and playing banjo and auto-

harp. The group features Mat-
thew Radue on guitar, percussion,
piano and chord organ, as well as
Tony Laux on bass.

While the subject matter of
their particular brand of art re-
mains tied to their surroundings,
the stories that they share through
song has also seen some changes,
Jensen said.

“A long, cloudy winter, mak-
ing mistakes, being embarrassed,
leaving and never coming back,
ghost stories and exhaustion are
also some of the themes of our

music,” Jensen said. “Lately the
songs have been about death and
how inevitably we’ll all be noth-
ing but quirky stories told to our
children or grandchildren.”

The group has performed in
Marquette before, Jensen said,
and remains a very special place
to the band.

“The story of Gratiot Lake
Road wouldn’t be complete with-
out mentioned our good friend
Troy Graham, who kept booking
us shows in Marquette with bands
like The Chanteymen, Mary

Mugford, Kerry Yost and Wind-
mill Music,” Jensen said.

The group will be stopping in
Marquette again this year, as well
as touring to Virginia and back,
Jensen said.

“We’ve got a pile of new songs
that we can’t wait to share with
everyone - maybe a new record
by the end of the year.”

The concert is also a part of
the Beaumier Coffee House Se-
ries, which features mostly local
musicians and regional acts. For
Jeff Krebs, who plays guitar and
handles lead vocals for The Krebs
Cycle, the music of the U.P. is in
his blood.

“Some of the traditional fiddle
tunes we play sound like they
could have been played at a camp
out in the woods 75 years ago,
and likely were,” Krebs said.
“We’re less a band than a trio of
neighbors playing music we love
for the best reason: it’s fun.”

The Krebs Cycle, which plays
mostly traditional folk, coun-
try and bluegrass tunes, features
Doug Kitchel on the banjo and
Brent Graves on mandolin and
vocals. The trio will be opening
for Gratiot Lake Road.

The show begins at 7 p.m. and
admission is free, although dona-
tions are encouraged. For more
information, email Dan Truckey
at dtruckey@nmu.edu or call
(906) 227-3212.

Tune In: The North Wind guide to upcoming releases
From Bowie to M.1A., 2013 brings aloumsfrom artists new and old

By Jordan Beck
staff writer

From exciting debuts to
comeback albums decades in
the making, 2013 seems to have
something for everyone. Here’s
a closer look at four of the most
hotly-anticipated albums of the
year.

“Amok” by Atoms For Peace
Radiohead probably won’t be
releasing a new LP in 2013, but
here’s the next-best thing - the
debut album from Thom Yorke’s
new band, Atoms for Peace.
(They’re also a supergroup of
sorts: the band’s bassist is none

other than Flea from Red Hot
Chili Peppers.) Pre-release sin-
gles “Default” and “Judge Jury
and Executioner” sound quite
a bit like Radiohead, but with a
heavier emphasis on the rhythm
section.

Given how consistently bril-
liant the output of Yorke’s main
band has been, that’s hardly
something to complain about.
“Amok” will be released by XL
Recordings on Monday, Feb. 25.

“The Next Day” by David Bowie

David Bowie turned 66 on
January 8, but he didn’t take the
day off. In fact, he chose that date
to announce “The Next Day,” his

Photo courtesy of XL Records

Atoms for Peace will release their first full-length on Monday, Feb. 25.

first album in a decade. But that’s
not all - he also uploaded the LP’s
gorgeously contemplative lead
single, “Where Are We Now?”.
(According to an NME interview
with producer Tony Visconti,
though, that track’s a bit of an
anomaly — the rest of “The Next
Day” is “quite a rock album.”)
And a video to go along with the
single.

The album’s bizarre, yet sur-
prisingly effective cover art (it’s
literally the cover of “Heroes,”
but with that album’s title crossed
out and a white square in the cen-
ter covering Bowie’s face). “The
Next Day” will be released by
Columbia and Iso Records on
Tuesday, March 12.

“Matangi” by M.l.A.

For music fans, album delays
are an unfortunate part of life.
However, M.lL.A.’s “Matangi”
(initially penciled in for a De-
cember 2012 release) may have
been pushed back for one of the
strangest reasons in recent memo-
ry. In an interview with the “Gold
Coast Bulletin,” M.I.A. revealed
that a completed version of the
record was deemed “too positive”
by her label, who told her that she
needed to “darken it up a bit.”

If “Matangi” lives up to last

Photo courtesy of XL Records

M.1.A. will be releasing her fourth full-length alboum on Monday, April 15.

year’s insidiously catchy single
“Bad Girls,” however, it’ll be
worth the wait. “Matangi” will be
released by Interscope on Mon-
day, April 15.

[TBA] by My Bloody Valentine

Think waiting a few years for
your favorite band’s next album
is tough? My Bloody Valentine’s
fans have been waiting for over
two decades for the follow-up to
the band’s legendary sophomore
album, “Loveless.” That album
single-handedly defined the shoe-
gaze genre and turned its makers
into indie superstars, but they
haven’t released anything since.
However, that’s likely to change
this year.

On Christmas Eve, MBV took
to their Facebook page to an-
nounce that their third album had
been completed earlier that week.
No one has said much about what
the new LP will sound like, but if
you’re a fan of My Bloody Val-
entine, shoegaze or 90s music in
general, this is one to watch.

My Bloody Valentine’s third
album will be released indepen-
dently through the band’s web-
site.

Other releases to watch out
for include: [TBA] by Arcade
Fire, “LongLive ASAP” by A$AP
Rocky, “The Terror” by Flam-
ing Lips, “MGMT” by MGMT,
[TBA] by Vampire Weekend and
“Fade” by Yo La Tengo.


mailto:dtruckey@nmu.edu

Features

Thursday, Tan, 17, 2013

www.thenorthwindonline.com

11

‘Django’brings stellar acting, visuals to screen

By Lee McClelland
opinion editor

Quentin Tarantino’s newest
film, “Django Unchained,” has
been received amidst an air of
controversy.

Spike Lee famously declared
he was boycotting the movie be-
cause it was offensive to his an-
cestors. Others are critical of the
fact that the N-word is uttered
110 times. As a Tarantino fan, it
was a film | had to see.

The plot structure is similar to

Film: Django Unchained
Director: Quentin Tarantino

Starring: Jamie Foxx
Christoph Waltz
Leonardo DiCaprio

Runtime: 143 minutes

Rating: R

that of “Inglourious Basterds,
where a historically oppressed,
brutalized group is given the
power to seek revenge against
their oppressors.

In the case of “Django Un-
chained,” Django (Jamie Foxx)
starts the movie as a slave who,
with the help of Dr. King Shultz
(Christoph Waltz), is freed and
taken into the bounty hunting
business in 1858.

The first half of the movie
follows the two through a series
of bounty-hunting adventures
where Django cultivates his
freedom, as well as his bounty-
hunting skills.

Tarantino creates Django’s
character like that of any spa-
ghetti-western hero: a stoic man
bent on justice, completely un-
fazed by grotesque violence.

Tarantino does a terrific job
of tantalizing his audience with
amixture of serious and comedic
scenes, ranging from Django’s
desire torescue his wife, Broom-
hilda (Kerry Washington), from
slavery, to a realization by white
supremacists that their hoods
compromise their ability to see.

The blood-soaked cinematics
lead Django and Shultz to the
whereabouts of Broomhilda in
Mississippi, and this is where the
film starts to falter.

The plot becomes less about
rescuing Django’s wife, and
more so a grandiose artistic
statement on slavery: the repul-
siveness of that institution.

The movie moves so far to-
wards this aim that Broomhilda’s
character becomes somewhat of
a footnote. She is there physi-
cally, but the audience gets no
real sense of her throughout the
second half of the movie.

Since Broomhilda is such an
integral part of the storyline, it is
perplexing that Tarantino would
not round her out; instead, she is
a flat character who exists only
so Django can save her.

And this is where Tarantino
leaves the realm ofreality behind

and takes his audience on ajour-
ney to Candie-Land, where Cal-
vin Candie (Leonardo DeCaprio)
and Stephen (Samuel Jackson)
make their appearance.

Calvin Candie and Stephen
are the antipode to Dr. Shultz and
Django. Candie is depicted as a
twisted, totalitarian master who,
with the help of his Uncle Tom
house slave Stephen, creates an
aura of fear about his estate.

Candie-Land proves a dan-
gerous game for Dr. Shultz and
Django, who must pretend to be
something they are not.

Though the movie is visually
striking, the scenes both brutal
and beautiful, one cannot help
but notice the absence of realism
that was present in the first half
of the movie — history truly be-
comes fiction at this point in the
film.

Above all else, it appears that
Tarantino has made a grave error
in his depiction of Django: he is
depicted as an angry black man
bent on vengeance against any
whites who come in his path.

This angry-black-man syn-
drome seems to be symptomatic
of Tarantino’s films. Looking
back over his career, one notices
the role Samuel Jackson plays in
his films.

In “Pulp Fiction,” Jackson
plays Jules Winnfield, an in-
consolably-angry assassin; in

“Jackie Brown,” he plays Ordell
Robbie, a ruthless gun-runner;
and in “Django Unchained,”
Stephen, a merciless house slave
who reserves his anger for fellow
slaves, all of whom are depicted
as bellow Stephen.

The only black character who
plays a prominent role in Tar-
antino’s films and isn’t depicted
as a criminal in a scheme or an
angry black man is Jacky ldo’s
character, Marcel, from “Inglou-
rious Basterds,” who is com-
pletely subservient to Shosanna.

Though “Django” is aestheti-
cally pleasing, right down to
the Southern gentlemen’s rotted
teeth, and the acting is superb,
it’s the underlying aspects of the
movie that take away from the
exquisite modern-adaptation of
the spaghetti western.

The real drawback is Taran-
tino’s Django, a simplified view
of a freed man seen through the
lens of a director whose ardent
love of Blaxploitation films and
B-movies has hindered the main
character’s development, seem-
ingly just so that Django can fit
into the spaghetti-western frame-
work.

In the end, Django is a freed-
man with the philosophy of a
Black Panther, which has proven
a creation of anathema among
some critics of the film, this one
included.

“This Is 40’ takes a look at contemporary family life

By Lee McClelland
opinion editor

Director Judd Apatow has
debuted a new film, “This is
40,” which is set in the universe
of another popular 2007 film
“Knocked Up.”

The story follows up on Pete
(Paul Rudd) and Debbie (Leslie
Mann), the couple who play op-
posite Seth Rogen and Katherine
Heigl in “Knocked Up.”

The film picks up a few years
after the events of “Knocked

Up,” and Apatow focuses in on
Pete, Debbie, their two kids and
a marriage tested by the onset
of both main characters’ fortieth

birthday.
What is impressive about
Apatow’s writing, style and

technique is his knack for taking
the most mundane events of life
— private time in the bathroom
playing “Angry Birds” or indulg-
ing in a cigarette — and squeez-
ing hilarity out of them.

This is one of his strengths:
Apatow has established himself
as a screenwriter and director
who is able to capture real life
moments through a wide-angle

comedic lens.

The same is true of “This is
40.” It is revealed that Pete now
runs his own record label, while
Debbie owns a fashion boutique.
One of their daughters has gone
through puberty, so the issue of
maturity divides the two sib-
lings. Pete and Debbie’s mar-
riage is strained. There is turmoil
in becoming middle-aged.

And for students, the humor
may be lost. Those who have
children, entered into their 40s
and undergo the stresses of mar-
riage and work will find this film
to be a refreshing, realistic film
brimming with scenes that in-
duce side-splitting laughter.

A particular scene where Pete
and Debbie spy on their daugh-
ter’s Facebook page appeals to
both younger and older crowds,
yet Apatow’s decision to appeal
to an older audience does not
alienate a younger one.

There is a lot to be said in the
film about constant connectiv-
ity. Whether it is an iPad play-
ing “Lost” on the ride to school
or an iPod blaring Nicki Minaj,
Pete and Debbie are competing
with the digital age for their chil-
dren’s attention and affection.

Apatow, as a father, brings up
an important question in a de-
lightfully comedic way.

In fact, his wife Leslie Mann
plays Debbie, and the girls in the
film are his daughters. This 21st

century problem is brought to
light using Apatow’s own flesh
and blood on screen. This, at
times, is powerful.

As Pete and Debbie grow frus-
trated with each other through-
out the duration of the film, their
marriage is juxtaposed on their
own individual problems.

Pete’s record label is floun-
dering financially; he has an af-
finity for sweets that is affect-
ing his health; his father is an
imposing figure, always asking
for money; and, above all else,
he cannot even sit on the toilet
without being accused of avoid-
ing his family.

One of Debbie’s employ-
ees is embezzling money; she
lies about her age, cannot quite
smoking, is overly emotional at
all the wrong times and trying to
start a defunct relationship with
an estranged biological father.

Apatow drops all of these as-
pects of Pete and Debbie’s mar-
riage upon the audience, and the
result is both humorous and dra-
matic.

While college students might
not understand the writing, it is
truly brilliant. Though 1 thor-
oughly enjoyed Apatow’s “This
is 40,” | feel the same way about
real life as | do his fictional cre-
ations.

“Knocked Up,” “Pineapple
Express,” “Funny People” and
“This is 40” all have the same

thing in common: they are any-
where from 20 to 30 minutes too
long.

Some scenes | found myself
wondering, when is this going
to end? After periods devoid of
laughter and Paul Rudd’s flat co-
medic performance, | was wait-
ing for the movie to come to a
close.

And when the film did draw
to a close, it did so abruptly.
Leslie Mann’s performance was
consistent, though tired.

Apatow casts his wife in most
of his movies, and she plays (it
seems) the same character every
time.

The best comedic acting in
the whole movie was done by
Melissa McCarthy, who was fea-
tured in only two scenes.

With medium grade actors
filling the gaps (Lena Dunham,
Michael lan Black and Chris
O’Dowd) and phenomenal ac-
tors who are filling minor, lack-
luster roles (John Lithgow, Al-
bert Brooks and Jason Segel),
one has to wonder where Apatow
was on casting day.

Judd Apatow has created a
comedy that employs the gamut
of human emotion. Through it,
he mimics real life experiences
while remaining genuinely fun-
ny.

Apatow could learn, though,
that unlike life, a director can
edit out the dull scenes.
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'Cats swipe win, tie over No. 6 Miami

Men's hockey survives overtime, shootoutfollowing Husky sweep

By Cody Boyer
sports editor

The NMU men’s hockey team
hit the ice last weekend as they
took on the Miami University
Redhawks, welcoming return-
ing students with an undefeated
weekend at the Berry.

The Wildcats earned four Cen-
tral Collegiate Hockey Associa-
tion points after they defeated the
No. 6-ranked Redhawks on Fri-
day, Jan. 11 with a score of 2-1
and remained undefeated on Sat-
urday, Jan. 12 with a 3-3 tie at the
Berry Events Center.

Miami earned an extra confer-
ence point after they won a shoot-
out following overtime on Satur-
day night.

NMU head coach Walt Kyle
said the weekend’s series showed
improvements that the ’Cats have
been looking for.

“l was really proud of our
guys,” Kyle said. “I really liked
our patience and our poise both
nights. We were resilient when
it came to killing penalties, and
our defensive play on the second
night was much better.”

On Saturday night, the Wild-
cats lead the game early with a
2-0 lead as they entered the sec-
ond period.

Senior forward Kory Kaunisto
opened the game’s scoring when
he shot in his third goal of the sea-
son with 4:47 left in the first pe-
riod. Assisting on Kaunisto’s goal
was senior forward Matt Thurber.

Justin Key/NW

Senior forward Kory Kaunisto rides up the boards with the puck towards
enemy ice. Kaunisto first put the ’Cats on the board on Saturday, Jan. 12.

Junior forward Erik Higby kept
the momentum constant, scoring
his third goal of the season.

The Redhawks came back dur-
ing the last half of the second and
the third periods, scoring three
goals to bring the score to 3-2.
Sophomore forward Ryan Daugh-
erty shot the puck past Miami
goaltender Ryan McKay to earn a
shorthanded breakaway goal, ty-
ing the game 3-3 with 2:25 left in
the game.

The Wildcats fell to the Red-
hawks after overtime during the
shootout after five attempts at
scoring a.

Daugherty said the team
picked up the pace leading up to
his breakaway shot.

“l was playing a little more ag-
gressive leading up to it,” Daugh-
erty said. “There were three min-
utes left in the game and we were
down by a goal on the kill. We
couldn’t really sit back.”

The Wildcats experienced
eight minor penalties and were
0-for-6 on the man advantage,
while the Redhawks were 1-for-
5 after eight nine minor penalties
and one major.

Junior goaltender Jared Coreau
saved 29 shots, while McKay
saved 22.

On Friday, the ’Cats won
their first night at home 2-1 after
sweeping St. Cloud State on Fri-
day, Jan. 4 and Saturday, Jan. 5.
Miami opened the game’s scor-
ing, bringing the match to 1-0 in
the second.

The ’Cats came back 7:55 into

W ildcats’ spend break

By Cody Boyer
sports editor

While students were heading
home for the holiday break, the
NMU men’s hockey team kept
themselves busy as they carried
themselves further in their final
season as part of the Central Col-
legiate Hockey Assocation.

The Wildcats travelled to Lake
Superior State and St. Cloud State
for two series on the road over
break. During the last month, the
team accumulated a swept series
while losing another.

The ’Cats swept the No.
15-ranked St. Cloud State Hus-
kies with victories on Friday,
Jan. 4 and Saturday, Jan. 5. NMU
started the weekend away 6-2 on
Friday night, and finished up the
series 2-1 on Saturday. The victo-
ries marked the first Wildcat wins
at St. Cloud since Oct. 16, 2004,
and also tallied four straight vic-
tories against the Huskies this
season.

NMU head coach Walt Kyle
said the success of the past few
games partially has better power-
play performances to thank.

“We have been working at it,”

Kyle said. “We had a power-play
goal against St. Cloud and we
were able to win both of those
games. We had a power-play goal
against Miami, as well. If we
keep doing well with the power-
plays, we will keep coming up
with wins.”

Friday night’s game opened
up with the Huskies scoring the
first and only goal of the first
period. The Wildcats responded
in the final two periods, scoring
three goals in both the second and
third. Sophomore forward Reed
Seckel’s sixth and seventh of the
season were assisted by junior
forward Erik Higby and senior
forward Matt Thurber.

Senior defenseman Scott Ma-
caulay scored the second NMU
goal, assisted by freshman for-
ward Darren Nowick and fresh-
man forward Ryan Aynsley.

Sophomore forward Ryan
Daugherty, junior defenseman CJ
Ludwig, and senior defenseman
Kyle Follmer scored the game’s
final points.

On Saturday, Jan. 5, the ’Cats
clinched another victory to se-
cure the sweep on the road, 2-1.
After St. Cloud opened the first

period’s scoring with a goal 9:37
in, the Wildcats answered with
a goal by Follmer. Seckel and
Thurber assisted the shot. Seckel
scored the game-winning goal in
the third period, assisted by junior
defenseman Austin Handley and
Higby.

“Thurber, Seckel, and Follmer
have really become a line to rely
on,” Kyle said. “They have be-
come really dangerous, and that
helps. There is a line now that
other teams have to be conscious
of all the time. It’s a good combi-
nation that has good chemistry.”

The sweep at St. Cloud marked
the first two victories after the
"Cats were swept at Lake Supe-
rior State University on Friday,
Dec. 14 and Saturday, Dec. 15.

The two games versus LSSU
brought the "Cats to 2-8-3-1 in the
CCHA and 6-9-3 overall.

Friday night’s game also
marked the first time this season
that the Wildcats were shutout,
3-0.

Gameplay was halted when
a hit by Seckel broke a pane of
glass on the ice. Play resumed af-
ter 20 minutes of clean-up.

Junior goaltender Jared Coreau
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Sophomore Ryan Daugherty (29) dashes past the Michigan Tech Huskies
earlier this season. The Wildcats defeated MTU 2-1 on Tuesday, Dec. 4.

the second when junior Stephan
Vigier earned his fourth of the
season on a powerplay. Daugh-
erty and freshman forward Justin
Rose assisted the shot. Freshman
Darren Nowick earned the ’Cats’
game-winning goal in the third
period, with Coreau earning his
first career assist for the goal.

Senior captain and defense-
man Scott Macaulay said the de-
fensive effort during the second
night was good but there were a
few things that could have hap-
pened differently.

“l thought we played pretty
good,” Macaulay said. “As a
group, we moved the puck ef-
ficiently and kept the chances-
against down. In the game, it
comes down to a few mistakes

and those mistakes are the ones
that ended up costing us.”

Coreau earned a season-high
of 43 saves during Friday night’s
game. After the weekend, NMU
is now 3-9-4-1 in the CCHA and
9-10-3 overall.

Prior to Friday night’s game,
a moment of silence was held
within the stadium in memory of
Roger Lewis. Lewis was a mem-
ber of the NMU hockey team
from 1994-97 and passed away
on Friday, Jan. 4 at the age of 41.

Fans of the Green and Gold
can catch the Wildcats once more
as they return to the Berry Events
Center next weekend to take on
the Ohio State Buckeyes. The
puck drops at 7:30 pm on Friday,
Jan. 18 and Saturday, Jan. 19.

sweeping foes

saved 18 shots on net before be-
ing relieved by freshman goalten-
der Michael Doan, who recorded
15 saves.

On Saturday, Dec. 15, the
Wildcats lost again to the Lakers,
keeping themselves from being
shutout with a score of 3-1.

The game was tied up when
sophomore defenseman Jake
Baker scored his first goal of
the season during a powerplay
against LSSU. Follmer assisted
Baker’s goal.

Other actions to note from
over vacation include a Wildcat
mention on ESPN Sportcenter’s
Top 10 Plays after defeating St.
Cloud on Friday, Jan. 4. Follmer
was mentioned in the Top 10 after
he blocked a shot on Coreau as
the puck went behind the goalie.

Northern is currently 3-9-4-1
in the CCHA and 9-10-3 overall

The "Cats aim to continue their
undefeated status as they remain
in Marquette to take on the Ohio
State Buckeyes this weekend.

Justin Key/NW

Senior defenseman Kyle Follmer (33) firing a slapshot against MTU on
Tuesday, Dec. 4. Follmer scored twice at St. Cloud on Friday, Jan. 4 and 5.
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Lady Wildcats shot to win over break

By Katie Bultman
staff writer

The NMU women’s basketball
team remained active over winter
vacation, facing several confer-
ence games to continue the sea-
son.

The girls move on to a 5-5 re-
cord after the most recent game
on Saturday, Jan. 12. The Wild-
cats lost in a close 47-46 game
against the current northern divi-
sion No. 1 seed Ferris State, leav-
ing the ’Cats tied for fifth place
out of eight other teams in the
GLIAC north conference.

On Thursday, Dec. 6, the "Cats
pulled out a win for their confer-
ence home opener when they de-
feated Hillsdale College 58-48.
NMU held the lead the entire
game, earning an early 2-1 con-
ference record.

Then on Saturday, Dec. 8, the
Wildcats earned themselves an-
other win against the University
of Findlay. The first half proved
to be a close match, but NMU put
on the pressure and finished with
a 59-49 win.

The 10 point margin came
from the boards, where the Wild-
cats proved to have a solid night.
The girls tallied up 22 rebounds
in the second half, in comparison
to the 12 that Findlay marked.

Head coach Troy Mattson said
pleased with the outcome of the
game that night.

“Findlay is one of the best
teams in our league, so for us
it was a really, really big win,”
Mattson said. “Rebounding is
something that we concentrate on
for the majority of the season and
Findlay is a big, athletic team. For
us to dominate the boards was a
big plus.”

On Sunday, Dec. 16, the girls
hit the road for a game against
Ohio  Dominican  University.
The game went back and forth
between the two teams, but the
‘Cats sealed the victory with a 54-
45 win. Sophomore guard Lauren
Gruber attributed the success to
better defense in the second half.

“We kept the pressure up and
forced turnovers on them,” Gru-
ber said. “We also handled the
ball very well and had fewer
turnovers ourselves, which really
made the difference.”

In the final game of the year
for NMU on Tuesday, Dec. 18,
Tiffin  University handed the
"Cats a conference lost.

Northern Michigan’s freshman
forward Nea Makela led all scor-
ers with 20 points, but the ’Cats
struggled with taking care of the
ball, giving the Dragons 30 points
off of turnovers. The end result

was a 63-75 loss for the ’Cats.

“Anytime you lose it’s disap-
pointing, it does not leave you
with a positive feeling,” Mattson
said. “But we came back and had
some good practices getting pre-
pared for Ashland.”

The Wildcats rang in the New
Year on Thursday, Jan. 3 with the
home game against No. 1-ranked
Ashland  University. Ashland
went on to beat the "Cats 46-63.

The team was home again on
Saturday, Jan. 5 to play confer-
ence team Lake Erie College.
With 24 seconds left on the clock,
the Storm came within three
points of taking the lead. Gruber
sunk four from the foul line to
clench another conference victory
for the ’Cats.

Gruber said those free-throws
were important to the team.

“We shoot 100 free-throws ev-
ery day in practice, 50 before we
start and 50 after,” Gruber said.
“We really have to focus to step-
up and make those contributions
to the game when we are at the
line.”

On Saturday, Jan. 12, NMU
fought a close fight against Fer-
ris State University. Sophomore
center Courtney Lemon scored
the first points of the game with
alayup to put NMU on the board.

In the end, however, the 'Cats
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Sophomore guard Lauren Gruber searches for a safe route as she dashes
down the court. Gruber leads the scoring for the Wildcats with 173 points.

fell short, 46-47.

The lady ’Cats take the court
again in the late game at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 17 at the

Berry Events Center, where they
will face Saginaw Valley State
following the men’s game at 5:30
p-m.

Men’s team takes losses, looks ahead

By Katie Bultman
staff writer

The NMU men’s basketball
team faced a tough stretch early
in December after coming off ofa
six game losing streak, but found
a way to regain some momentum
in several home games over win-
ter vacation.

On Thursday, Dec. 6, the Wild-
cats faced undefeated Hillsdale in
a GLIAC home opener.

The ’Cats faced a rough
stretch in the second half when
they scored a total of nine points
in comparison to the 28 put up by
the Chargers. The game ended in
a loss for the Wildcats, 44-70.

The Wildcats hosted a second
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Sophomore forward Kendall Jackson reaches high for a lay-up. Jackson
made 4-4 free throws against Tiffin University and played for 36 minutes.

home game on Saturday, Dec. 8
against the University of Findlay.
Sophomore guard Quinten Callo-
way putup 21 points for the "Cats,
but it was not enough to seal a
win. NMU struggled to take care
of the ball, and as a result gave up
25 points from turnovers.

Sophomore forward Kendall
Jackson said that ball control be-
came a main focus in practice.

“We need more control over
the ball during practice so that it
carries over to games,” Jackson
said. “We’ve been working on
everything defense, and Coach
stresses taking care of the ball.”

After six consecutive losses,
the ’Cats brought some fire to
Ohio Dominican on Sunday
Dec. 16. With 13 lead changes
throughout the game, the Wild-
cats battled to a 77-73 win for
their first GLIAC victory of the
season, with only 10 turnovers.

Junior forward Michael Smith
said the team put forward some
work in practice to minimize
turnovers.

“We try and work the ball
around any given night,” Smith
said. “Ball control gives us more
opportunities to score.”

On Tuesday, Dec. 18, the 'Cats
were on the road to face Tiffin
University in another GLIAC
conference game.

Jackson tied the game after
sinking two free-throws at 3:23

on the clock, but the momentum
was not enough to carry the team
to victory.

The end result was a Tiffin win
of 62-55 over the ’Cats. Junior
forward Scooter Johnson ended
the game with a double-double,
racking up 15 points and 10 re-
bounds.

The men continued their sea-
son on the road on Sunday, Dec.
30 when they faced Lewis Uni-
versity. In another game of turn-
overs, NMU gave up 22 points
for a 45-64 loss.

Head coach Doug Lewis de-
scribed how the guys needed to
learn what they were expected
to add to the team when on the
court.

“The biggest hurdle this year
has been chemistry,” Lewis said.
“The group needs to work on
learning their roles.”

With a couple of home games,
the ’Cats broke the losing streak
to start off the 2013 season. On
Thursday, Jan. 3, the Wildcats
earned their second GLIAC win
against Ashland University.

Four of the Wildcats scored
more than 10 points in the game,
showing improvement in the
team chemistry.

Jackson and Calloway put
in 15 points for the team, while
freshman guard Stephen Pelkofer
dropped 14 and junior forward
Matt Craggs added 13. NMU fin-

ished with a 73-66 victory.

The ’Cats continued with a 66-
62 win at home on Saturday Jan.
5 over Lake Erie College. For
the second game in a row, four
players scored in the double-digit
range.

Calloway chipped in 16 points
off of eight free-throws, while
Craggs added 14, Cameron put
in 12, and Johnson had 10. The
game brought the team to 3-5 in
the conference.

Coach Lewis said the home
wins were important for both the
team and the NMU students.

“Any time you can win home
games is important for the fans
and the team confidence,” Lewis
said. “It’s that chemistry again
and learning to win at this level.
We have a pretty young team and
It’s different, in high school you
don’t always have to show up, but
here you have to play hard for the
win.”

NMU took on Grand Valley
State University on Thursday,
Jan. 10 and Ferris State on Sat-
urday, Jan. 12. Each resulted in
a loss for the team, bringing their
current record to 4-10 overall and
3-7 in the GLIAC.

The Wildcats take the court
next at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
Jan. 17 at the Berry Events Cen-
ter, where they will face Saginaw
Valley State. The women’s game
will follow at 7:30 p.m.
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Club Cats look to remain undefeated

By William Burns
contributing writer

The Northern Michigan Uni-
versity men’s club ice hockey
team returned to action this
weekend looking to continue a
winning streak that dates back to
Friday, Oct. 26.

The ’Cats are currently on a
11-game streak dating back to
last year, starting with their vic-
tory against UW Oshkosh.

The Wildcats were in Cham-
paign, Ill. playing a two game
series against the University of
Illinois Fighting Illini. The Wild-

cats dispatched the Illini with
ease, winning Friday’s match by
a score of 5-2 and a score of 7-3
on Saturday.

Sophomore forward Wolff Be-
langer and his brother, senior cen-
ter Neeco Belanger were among
the handful of players to score a
goal for the Wildcats this week-
end.

Wolff Belanger scored two
goals and helped out the team
with four assists while Neeco Be-
langer had three goals and three
assists.

The starting goaltender for the
Wildcats on Friday was sopho-
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Sophomore forward Wolff Belanger squeezes the puck between two oppo-
nents earlier this season. Belanger contributed four assists against Illinois.

more Jeff Ryan, who had a solid
day between the pipes, seeing 22
shots and making 20 saves. Dur-
ing Saturday’s match, sophomore
goaltender Alex Latvala was
pulled ten minutes into the game
after allowing two goals in just
five shots.

Ryan was brought into the
game to replace Latvala and man-
aged to make 18 saves with 19
shots. Ryan allowed one goal and
assisted the Wildcats to hang on
for the win.

Penalties were an issue for
both Illinois and NMU as the
Fighting Illini committed 14 mi-
nor penalties and the Wildcats
committed 13 minor penalties
over the weekend. The "Cats only
managed to score one power play
goal in the two games while the
Ilini scored two.

The sweeping of the Fighting
Illini last weekend marks the 25th
win this season and brings their
record to 25-2-1 and also pushes
the winning streak to a season
high of nine games in a row. The
Cats now also possess the best
record in the American Collegiate
Hockey Association for division
Il play.

While a winning streak is a
good thing to have in any sport,
NMU head coach Carl Trosien
said he is not really focused on it.

“l think we all know it’s
there,” Trosien said.“We are so

The
North Wind
board of
directors

Seeking student
applicants

Students of any
major are eligible.

They must meet the
following criteria:

» At least six credit
hours during fall and
winter semesters of
their appointment.

* GPA of at least 2.0
* Not be on Disciplin-
ary Probation

Term is two years.
Applications available

on the door of the
North Wind office.
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Sophomore goaltender Jeff Ryan (33) stands his ground between the
posts. Ryan stopped 20 shots on Friday, Oct. 26 against the Figthing Illini.

focused on the regional tourna-
ment. The team is really focused
on the goals we still have yet to
accomplish. We honestly don’t
really talk about it much.”

Senior right wing Kellen Mi-
chalak said the streak is not what
the team thinks about but they do
think well of their overall record
and that this squad still has more
to prove.

“We want to keep winning,”
Michalak said. “We feel that if
we keep winning they can’t deny
us the opportunity to play in the
playoffs. So that is our biggest
goal right now. To play our best
and excel game by game, shift by

G>C$

shift, period by period.”

Northern is currently No. 13
in the rankings as of Friday, De-
cember 21 and needs to be in the
top ten to qualify for the regional
tournament. The ’Cats hope to
reach new rankings are released
later in the week.

“We have a very good group
of leaders on our team this year,”
Trosien said. “The guys are more
focused on the bigger picture.”

The Wildcat’s will be hitting
the road again this weekend as
they will be headed back down
south to face off against DePaul
at 10:15 am on Friday, Jan.18 in
Northbrook, .

A

Opening early this year
Now open 7pm-3am
Looking for new dancers
bigbonsup@gmail.com
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Experienced teacher certified
in physics, chemistry, and math
available to tutor individuals or
groups of 2-3. Call 630-399-6823
or e-mail gwmcguire42351@
me.com

Shout Outs

Andrea— Happy Birthday! WE
owe you a shot (or ten).— NW
Office Family

Country Fried Steak— Aint
seentcha in a couple weeks, but
shure did miss yeh. — NK

NRA —Chill out, your blood
pressure and loose grip on reality
are suffering. — Doctors Every-
where

Radio X — Your tunes are slow-
ly getting better! Less metal,
more good stuff.— Marquette

H — Happy 23rd Birthday Big
Sis!! | hope you had a good
Birthday you good looking hunk
of person you! Love you lots!—
S

Holly Dolly— Happy Birthday!!
Have a great first half of the se-
mester. See you in March for the
cruise! Love ya! — Boyfriend

You— | am so glad you are com-
ing up this weekend! The U.P.
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misses you dearly and so do I.
Welcome back to your second
home. Love you!—Me

The older one — 1 love you so
much and so glad we have gotten
closer, you are the best sister! Re-
member don’t ever do anything
I wouldnt do!.—The smarter
younger one

AERR — You suck. —Me

Younger one — | love you too!
And you’re the best. Girls night
this weekend and | need to do
laundry. Okay thanks!— Older
prettier one

Old NE — We miss your head-
lining skills. Can we skype you
next Wednesday so you can help
us out? Thanks!— NW Staff

FE— Give that girl her jacket
back!— EIC

NW Staff—Good first week to
the semester. | am excited for this
semester! Lets make it a good
one! — EIC

Jimmy Falon — Stop ruining
television.— Insomniac

Bob Hope— | HOPE you spayed
and neutered your cats.—Bob
Barker

Funk— You are my weekly sal-
vation. I’m so glad you’re staying
fresh.— OE

Bill Cosby —Are you my real fa-
ther? If so, thanks for the sweat-
ers. If not, adopt me?— Lee

New York City— We will return
in fours years in larger numbers:
harder, better, faster, stronger. —
New Jersey Residents

Hostess —Who will fuel my
late name, abstinence prolonging
raids against the Hoard? I’'m so
lonely. —Gamers

God— Forty-three-years later and
I’'m still waiting for an answer.
You should switch to Verison. Are
you there God, it’s me : can you
hear me now? —Margaret

"TWO SMALL LINES,
ONE BIG DECISIONI™

Free Pregnancy Test
Strictly Confidential
Free Ultrasound
Information you

need to make an
informed decision

Car”™Oinic

www.careclinicmqt.org
(906) 228-2273

THEADVENTURES OF KID HERO — Ryan Casey

FEZ — Amanda Buck
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NATIONAL GUARDS

NATIONALGUARD.com « 1-800-GO-GUARD

The best Soldier is an educated Soldier.
That's why the Army National Guard
will help you pay for college.

Check it out:

* Montgomery Gl Bill

» Army National Guard Kicker

 Student Loan Repayment Program

* Free Academic Testing (SAT, ACT,
GRE and more)

That's in addition to valuable career
training, leadership skills, and part-time

service to the community.

Go to NATIONALGUARD.com
for more detalls.

Programs and Benefits Subject to Change



