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Rep. Bart Stupak announced Friday, April 9 that he will not be seeking
re-election to Congress when his term expires this November.
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Stupak announces his
upcoming retirement

By Ben Hocking
assistant news editor

Congressman Bart Stupak,
a democrat and member of the
House of Representatives, an-
nounced Friday, April 9 at a
press conference in the Superior
Dome that he wouldn’t seek re-
election when his term expires in
November.

Stupak said he reached the de-
cision on Wednesday, April 7 to
step down after 18 years of hold-
ing Michigan’s 1st district seat,
citing the recent approval of the
health care reform bill as a major
factor in his decision, something
he said has been working to pass
in Congress since first taking of-

fice in 1992.

“We finally accomplished
what | set out to do 18 years
ago. We passed comprehensive
national health care reform,” he
said. “Throughout the past year,
I've worked alongside my col-
leagues to achieve health care
reform, and I’'m proud to have
helped bring it across the finish
line.”

Stupak said he wanted to step
down to spend more time with
his wife, Laurie, who also spoke
at the press conference.

Stupak, started his public
service career as an Escanaba
Mich. police officer, is credited
with raising debate regarding the
health care bill’s stance on feder-

Federal grant to re-charge electrical

By Robyn Goodman
contributing writer

NMU  will receive over
$670,000 from the national gov-
ernment to add on to the electric
power technician program that
will train about 40 entry-level
electrical technicians a year.

Starting in the fall semester
of 2010, NMU will add many
new classes and technology to
the 2-year associate-degree in
the electric power technician
program. This major is directly
related to substation technology,
which involves changing voltag-
es and repairing substations that

are malfunctioning. The objective
of this addition is to train people
who are currently out of work and
provide them with the skills to en-
ter a new field of electronics.

Michael Rudisill, head of the
engineering technology depart-
ment at NMU, and the entire staff
of the engineering department are
very excited for the new classes
being created and believe it will
bring in more students, Rudisill.

“Because of our hands-on ex-
perience, NMU already has a lot
of students coming here,” Ru-
disill said, “But we believe this
extended major will bring even
more students.”

This program started last fall,
but with the grant money, the uni-
versity will be able to expand the
amount and variety of classes and
personnel that are directly related
to this major. The grant money is
coming from last year’s econom-
ic stimulus bill. President Barack
Obama set aside $5 million for
the state of Michigan.

Many community groups are
already supporting this new major
financially, including the Ameri-
can Transmission Company and
the Lake Superior Community
Partnership. Rudisill hopes more
will join in once the new classes
are added.

“I think this grant will raise
Northern’s profile in this area,”
Rudisill said. “It will make us one
of the big players in the electrical
technology field.”

According to Rudisill, an elec-
tric power technician major will
directly affect Northern Michi-
gan and its surrounding area. This
major will prepare students for
jobs in mines, paper mills and any
large factory that brings in more
power than the average company,
said Rudisill. These students will
be able to fix the electrical prob-
lems that those companies may
face because of the large amount
of electricity they are producing

elhe Sparrow?9
Chosen for 2010 One Book One Community

By Alex Eisner
staff writer

The Marquette County One Book One
Community committee has announced “The
Sparrow” as the 2010 book selection.

“The Sparrow,” written by Mary Doria
Russell, is a science fiction novel that takes the
reader to the planet Rakhat. According to the
One Book One Community Web site, “A man
returns to Earth - sole survivor of an inter-
planetary expedition - horribly disfigured and
guarding a shocking secret. What happened to
Emilio Sandoz on the planet Rakhat?”

“The book is about first contact and what
happens when you step into another culture,”
said Dana Schulz, an employee at Snowbound
Books and One Book One Community com-
mittee member. “It’s about relationships with
other cultures.”

Schulz said the book can be enjoyed in
many different ways.

“I’m really excited for this book because
it’s really thought provoking,” added Schulz.
“It’s an incredibly fun read.”

Different events surrounding the book
will take place this year to give NMU and the
community a chance to come together. One
of the first events that has been planned will
be the author visit on Oct. 26. There is also a
dinner and a movie night planned at the Peter
White Library that will show the movie “Ava-
tar,” a recent science-fiction film, said Sue
Szczepanski, an instructor in NMU’s School
of Education and One Book One Community
committee member.

Other events still being planned include
book discussions, a presentation with Scott
Stobbelaar about other planets in our solar
system, and this year the committee is work-
ing to try to find a companionbook for young-
er readers, said Szczepanski.

“(We) would like to extend this to our
younger readers,” Szczepanski said.

The One Book One Community program
has been around for several years, and “The
Sparrow” is the fifth book chosen. When
choosing the book the committee looks for a
variety of criteria and different authors, said
Szczepanski.

“We look for a book that appeals to a wide
audience,” she said.

“The Sparrow” was chosen for a number
of reasons, said Tom Rich, an English gradu-
ate student and president of Sigma Tau Delta
English honor society. The committee felt the
science fiction elements of the book would
appeal to students and they wanted a female
author, he said.

“They’ve done a number of male authors
in the last few years, and there was a feeling
amongst some of the committee that it might
be nice to (have) a female author this time
around,” Rich said.

See Sparrow ¢ page 4
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ally funded abortions, which he
opposed. He later voted to ap-
prove the health care bill after
he felt assured by an executive
order from President Obama that
funding for abortion wouldn’t
come from tax dollars.

Upon raising these concerns
about the bill, Stupak received
numerous threats from angry
citizens for changing his stance
on the health care bill, but said
he still believes he could be re-
elected if he had chosen to run
for a 10th term, since he thinks
that most of the threats came
from outside his district.

“I've enjoyed almost every

See Stupak « page 4

program

and using.

Rudisill said there are many
scholarships available to students
who want to enter this major.
There are also many career oppor-
tunities for students who graduate
with this degree. Throughout the
past couple of years, the univer-
sity has conducted many surveys
to make sure the addition of this
major will be successful.

“Two years ago, we did a sur-
vey in the Upper Peninsula and
Northern Wisconsin and found
out there was a big demand in this
field,” said Rudisill.

See Grant « page 4

“The Sparrow,” a popular science-fiction
novel, will be read by the NMU and Mar-
quette communities next year.
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Briefs

Charges against student dropped

The charges against Jason Morgan, former
president of the Associated Students of NMU (AS-
NMU), which were imposed by the Dean of Stu-
dents Office last week have been dropped. The dis-
ciplinary hearing scheduled for Wednesday, April
14 was cancelled.

Morgan had been charged with “disorderly con-
duct” and “personal abuse,” because of a letter to
the editor that he had written and was published in
the April 1issue ofthe North Wind.

Anagreementwas reached between Morgan and
Andrew Foster, ASNMU treasurer, who had filed a
complaint with the Dean of Students Office which
led to the charges.

— Cameron Witbeck
Winner of competition decided

On Tuesday, April 8, the College of Business
sponsored a competition to showcase different
business proposals from NMU students.

The New Business Venture competition was
held from 11 a.m. to 7:15 p.m. and gave seven final-
ists the chance to present their business proposals
to a panel of judges from the local business com-
munity.

The goal of the competition is to provide stu-
dents a venue to develop their individual business
ideas and to receive feedback from business profes-
sionals in the area, said Ray Amtmann, an instruc-
tor at the College of Business who helped organize
the event this year.

Competitors were judged three different catego-
ries. Chad Walker and Steve Farr won the overall
competition with their business pitch, Great Lakes
Cremation Services, and received the $4,000 first
place prize. Runners-up were Joshua Petrovich,
who received second place with Pulsar Backup, a
remote data backup company, and Kris Kohtala and
Jessica Beaver, who received third place with their
juice cafe business.

— James Dyer
MFA graduates to give reading

NMU’s Master of Fine Arts program in creative
writing and Passages North Literary Magazine will
be sponsoring an event called “Celebration of Po-
etry, Fiction and Creative Nonfiction” in the Feder-
ated Women’s Clubhouse, 104 W. Ridge St. Mar-
quette, on Friday, April 16 at 7 p.m.

The event will showcase five graduating stu-
dents. Three will share poetry and two will share
nonfiction. Student take about 15 minutes and read
from abook-length manuscript each has writtenthat
has the culmination of theirwork from the program,
said Paul Lehmberg, professor of English at NMU.

The event happens once a year and is meant to
acknowledge and praise graduating students for the
work they have done, he said. For more information
contact Paul Lehmberg at plehmber@nmu.edu.

— Gary Seaman

Corrections

In the April 8 edition of The North Wind, the
“Spring into Service” event should have been
listed as taking place on April 17.

NEWS

Dynamic artist depicts pop culture icons

Justin Key/NW

Students were treated to an exciting blend of commentary, art and pop culture iconography at artist David Garib-
aldi’s presentation, which took place Wednesday, April 14 in the Vandement Arena.

cmmmee=== ASNMU update-------------

New board and administration are sworn in for 2010-11

By Ben Hocking
assistant news editor

On Monday, April 12, the newly
elected Associated Students of NMU
(ASNMU) representatives were sworn
into their new positions by the chair-
man of the All Student Judiciary, Joseph
Gonzales.

Lucia Lopez and Courtney Russell
attended their first meeting as the new
president and vice president of the orga-
nization. Upon becoming the new presi-
dent, Lopez appointed Andrew Foster as
the new treasurer of ASNMU. The trea-

surer doubles as the chair of the Student

Finance Committee.
“l’'m excited to start the new year and
the new administration,” said Lopez.

“The personal feelings and the drama

Map Key

1) An individual was cited
for marijuana possession
at 12:42 am. on April 10 at
Wright Street and Lincoln
Avenue.

2) A student was cited for an
MIP at 12:20 am. on April
11in Lot 46.

3) Electronic harassment
was reported at 11:52 p.m.
on April 11 in Hunt Hall.

4) A student was cited for a
fraudulent parking pass at
9:10 am. on April 12 in Lot
27.

5) An individual was arrested
for operating while intoxicat-
ed at 2:17 am. on April 13
at Presque Isle Avenue and
Wright Street.

(within ASNMU) have to be put aside.”
Three former members of ASNMU
spoke out against the appointment of
Foster at the meeting and called on the
new board members to vote against his
appointment to the treasurer position.

“l urge you all to vote against An-
drew Foster for treasurer,” said former
ASNMU president Jason Morgan.

No vote took place on Foster’s ap-
pointment. The constitution states, “The
treasurer shall be appointed by the presi-
dent.”

Drew Janego was elected as the new
chair of the assembly over Michael Sk-
robeck by the new board members.

Lopez discussed plans on to use up
to $4,000 of ASNMU funds to open a
24-hour study lounge in the bottom floor
ofthe LRC. The money would be spent

11

to hire Public Safety student officers to
work in the LRC from 3-7 a.m. when
the building would normally be closed.
Some board members raised concerns
about whether the cost of the study
lounge was too much.

“It’s just not reasonable,” said repre-
sentative Zach Fix. “It’s a good idea to
have it open, but it’s not a wise way for
(ASNMU) to use our money.”

Foster said that the program would
be beneficial, because it would pay both
student employees and give students a
place to study at all times, something he
said would be positive because the mon-
ey ASNMU is allocated comes directly
from students.

“When you spend money on stu-
dents, it’s a return on their investment,”
he said.

CAMPUS CRIME
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By James Dyer
staff writer

The NMU Economic Student
Association (ESA) hosted a se-
ries of presentations to inform
students about the economic
impacts of the Kennecott Eagle
Mine Project, a copper and nick-
el mine that may be built by the
Rio Tinto mining company on
an area of land called the Yellow
Dog Plains.

The two-part series began
Tuesday, April 6 in Jamrich 105
with a presentation by represen-
tatives from Rio Tinto and ended
Thursday, April 8 with a presen-
tation from Save the Wild U.P.,
which is against the project.

The series was sponsored by
the ESA to encourage economic
discussion on issues that affect
students and community mem-
bers in the Upper Peninsula, said
Keith Voorheis, a senior econom-
ics and political science major
and co-president of the ESA.

“We’re trying to do an event
each semester to foster economic
discussion. It’s important for stu-
dents to learn as much as possible
in order to make an informed de-
cision,” Voorheis said.

The organization sponsored
similar forums last year to dis-
cuss Michigan’s financial crisis
and methods of financing corpo-
rate America.

According to Voorheis, the
goal of the series was to pres-
ent two different perspectives on

the mining issue. It was impor-
tant to make sure that the ESA
stood aside from the debate and
remained unbiased organizers of
the event, he said.

“Both (organizations) prepared
themselves. We wanted to offer a
forum for people to learn the two
sides,” VVoorheis said.

At the first presentation, at-
tendees heard from a representa-
tive of Rio Tinto, an international
mining group operating from
its headquarters in London that
wishes to begin mining for nickel
and copper in the Yellow Dog
Plains, approximately 13 miles
from Lake Superior.

In 2006, Michigan tightened
restrictions on mining laws, and
made it very difficult for organi-
zations like Rio Tinto to conduct
business, said Chantae Lessard,
a representative from Rio Tinto
who attended the presentations.
Even though the company has
worked with the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to ob-
tain mining permits, many still
have objections to the mining
projects, she said.

“All of our (mining) permits
have been challenged in court.
The courts have always ruled in
our favor,” Lessard said.

According to Rio Tinto’s pre-
sentation, the constructions of
the mine will create 200 jobs for
local U.P. residents and will help
combat an increasing unemploy-
ment rate in the U.P.

The main opposition to the

NEWS
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Series focuses on proposed mine project

James Dyer/NW

Representatives from Save the Wild U.P give a presentation before NMU students and the Marquette community. The
Economic Student Association of NMU put on a series of speakers who addressed the economic impact of mining.

mining projects comes from en-
vironmental groups who fear that
these mine sites will contaminate
the surrounding environment,
Lessard said

“We will be mining well un-
derneath the headwater of the
Yellow Dog River. There is new
mining technology available
that will put in place controls to
prevent any contamination,” she
said.

On Thursday, April 8, mem-
bers of the Save the Wild U.P.
gave reasons why the Yellow Dog
river mining project is detrimen-
tal to the economy and environ-

ment of the U.P.

“In the short run, this project
could create jobs and money,
but in the long run it will cost
us,” said Adrian Bakker, a media
technology specialist for Save
the Wild U.P.

The project could net a total
of $80 billion, but the commu-
nity will only get $135 million of
the profit; this means a total two
percent of the gross income goes
back into the community, Bakker
said.

“I’m mostly interested in the
fact that Marquette is gaining
nothing. How will (the mine)

Federal bill reforms student loans

By Delaney Lovett
staff writer

The Health Care and Educa-
tion Affordability Reconcilia-
tion Act of 2010, was passed
by Congress on Thursday,
March 25. The bill will affect
college students nationwide
by changing the nature of how
some student loans are funded
and increasing federal grants.

Under the H.R. 4872 bill
signed by President Obama on
Tuesday, March 30, the gov-
ernment will no longer sub-
sidize private banks for fed-
eral student loans, although
they will continue to use the
direct loan system. Some of
the money saved by this will
be used to increase the maxi-
mum award amount of the Pell
Grant, which provides need-
based financial aid to college
students.

Michigan universities will
benefit from a strengthened
Pell Grant program and more
affordable loan payment, Bart
Stupak, a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives, said
in an interview. The legislation
also offers increased funding
for low-income students at-
tending college to learn skills
such as debt management.

“Michigan students can ex-
pect the maximum Pell grant
award to increase from $5,550
to $5,975,” Stupak said. “The
Pell grants will also be in-
creased in future years to help
keep pace with the rising cost
of college due to inflation.”

Although the direct loans
are derived from the govern-
ment, the law requires that all
of the loans are facilitated by
private lenders, so services to
students remain the same.

“The federal government
has already proven that it can
originate loans more efficient-
ly, reliably and at a lower cost
than private lenders. Where
private lenders have excelled
is in servicing loans to students
(by) ensuring that borrowers
pay back loans on time, pro-
viding financial literacy and
helping prevent loan defaults,”
Stupak said.

The student loan legislation
is expected to improve Michi-
gan’s economy by increasing
the number of citizens with
higher education, and less debt
from student loans creates
more financial benefits and
higher salaries, stimulating the
economy and state revenues,
Stupak said.

Mike Rotundo, director of

financial aid at NMU, is opti-
mistic about the student loan
legislation, because it will not
negatively affect NMU.

“In fact, we’re going to
come out stronger because of
it,” Rotundo said.

NMU has had two federal
loan delivery systems since the
mid 1990s: one is through pri-
vate banks, the Federal Fam-
ily Education Loan Program,
and the second is direct loans
through the Department of Ed-
ucation.

The system that the govern-
ment is switching to is one of
the two that is already in place
at NMU, Rotundo said. NMU
will not have to change any of
its business practices, since it
doesn’t work with the banks.

Over a span of 10 years,
the student-loan legislature is
expected to save $61 billion
in tax subsidies, with roughly
$40 billion of it diverted to
higher education, according to
the Congressional Budget Of-
fice.

“(The legislation) really
strengthens the Pell grant sys-
tem. The poor economy has re-
ally put some pressure on the
Pell grant, and more families
are becoming high-need. We
have a lot of high-need folks

just because the U.P. has al-
ways been hit hard economi-
cally,” Rotundo said.

Erika Purdy, ajunior sports
science major, is a recipient
of the Pell grant and has been
since her freshman year.

“There has been much less
stress on myself and my family
to come up with the money to
pay for school ... (or) for me to
have ajob,” Purdy said.

The student-loan legislation
also makes changes to income-
based loan repayment starting
in 2014, lowering the cap on
repayment from 15 to 10 per-
cent of graduates’ discretion-
ary income. Those who keep
up with payments will have
their remaining debt forgiven
after 20 years, down from the
current 25 years. Those who
enter a field in public services
will have their debt repaid af-
ter 10 years.

“I think income-based loan
repayment is good in theory,
but the people who give loans
need to make money too, and if
students graduate and don’t get
ajob right away, then someone
else isn’t making money ei-
ther,” Purdy said.

For more information, go to
WWW.gpo.gov/ Oor Www.gov-
track.us/congress/.

affect tourism jobs in the U.P,”
Bakker said.

Bakker lives on the shores of
Lake Independence, and he said
that his home could face pollution
from the mine. Many home-own-
ers in the area are opposed to Rio
Tinto’s mining proposal, he said.

Bakker said that he wants
NMU students to learn as much
as they can about the situation
and realize what the mine could
mean for the U.P.

“This (mine) is bad for the U.P.
Most people enjoy the way we
live up here, and we don’t want it
to change,” Bakker said.
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Degree awarded to deceased student

By Justin Daugherty
contributing writer

The Academic Senate voted
this week to award to Becky
Blackburn, an NMU student
who passed away earlier this
year.

The decision came following
ajoint proposal by Blackburn’s
family and her major depart-
ment to award her the honor-
ary degree. The proposal was
passed by the Senate on Tues.
April 6 in a unanimous vote.

“We appreciate the hard
work she did as a student and
regret that her life was brought
to a tragic and abrupt end,”
said Andy Poe, a professor in
the mathematics and computer
science department and chair of
the Academic Senate.

Josh Corbat, a student repre-
sentative on the Academic Sen-
ate, said that it was fitting that
the proposal was presented to
the Senate.

“It was good that it was
brought to us,” Corbat said. “It

Continuedfrom page 1

Robert Marlor, an associ-
ate professor in the engineering
technology department, said
that the new classes added to
the electrical power technician
program will bring in many new
students.

“The demand for electricity
is pretty steady, so the ups and
downs experienced in other in-
dustries are relatively mild in
the electrical power industry,” he
said.

Marlor said that this new
technology, including a substa-
tion that will be placed outside
of Jacobetti, will be available for
students in other majors such as
electronics engineering technol-
ogy, industrial technology and
mechanical engineering technol-
ogy. This will create more hands-
on experience for the students.

“The new faculty and equip-
ment being brought in for this
could provide learning oppor-
tunities for existing faculty and
students,” Marlor said.

-------- Sparrow--------
Continuedfrom page 1

The mission of the One Book
One Community program is to
“provide an opportunity for the
NMU community and Marquette
County to share the joy of read-
ing, the life of the mind and the
free exchange of ideas.”

Each year students and fac-
ulty of NMU, community mem-
bers, and committee members

was appropriate.”

Daryl Kobie, head of the
technology and occupation-
al sciences department, and
Becky’s family submitted a
proposal for the honorary de-
gree to the Academic Senate on
March 12.

Becky was less than a semes-
ter away from finishing her de-
gree and was a student in good
standing with the department.
She was scheduled to graduate
with an associate of applied sci-
ences degree in general univer-
sity studies with an emphasis in
hospitality management.

Blackburn, a 20 year old se-
nior, passed away during the
weekend of February 12 in
an automobile accident. She
worked at Vango’s and the Ra-
mada Inn. She was 20 years
old.

“Her dream job was to man-
age a ski resort after she fin-
ished college,” said Brittany
Blackburn, Becky’s sister.

Becky intended to move to
Colorado following graduation

This new program will show
Michigan legislators that NMU
is doing its part to help the
economy, Marlor said. When the
legislators are deciding how to
allocate the funds next year, they
will see that NMU s thriving in
theirengineering department and
is helping with the local econo-
my.

Many students have already
taken advantage of the few class-
es already offered in this major.
Chris Aepelbacher, a seniorinthe
electronic engineering technol-
ogy major, is taking a class that
is offered in the substation tech-
nology major. Aepelbacher said
that being able to visit working
substations in the field provides
great experience for students
but having an actual substation
on campus would be more con-
venient and provide even more
hands-on experience.

“Adding a substation to the
program would be a big help to
students because they can take
their knowledge and theory from
the classroom and apply it to
a real-world situation,” Aepel-
bacher said.

submit ideas that they think
would be a good book to be
chosen. Then the committee of
about 8-12 people narrows the
list down based on criteria like
the strength of writing, ability
to prompt discussion and author
availability until one book is
chosen, said Rich.

More information and up-
dates on official events going on
can be found at webb.nmu.edu/
OneBook/.

Wi, ttenorthindof) /ne..o

to work and spend her free time
skiing.

“She went into hospitality
management because she al-
ways loved helping and work-
ing with people,” Brittany
said.

She also said that the award-
ing of the degree is a bitter-
sweet gesture.

“We love the idea of having
the degree because she earned
it, but we would have much
rather had her walk up there
and accept it,” Brittany said.

The family is honored that
the degree was awarded by the
Academic Senate and Northern,
Brittany said.

“When a special person like
Becky comes so close to mak-
ing their dreams a reality and
then something tragic like this
happens, it gives the people left
behind some closure,” Brittany
said.

Becky is survived by her
parents, two brothers, two sis-
ters, a nephew, a niece and her
friends.

Continuedfrom page 1

minute,” he said. “l have never
been afraid to make tough deci-
sions.”

The first district of Michigan
covers the entire Upper Penin-
sula and the Northern part of
the Lower Peninsula. An area
which Stupak said he believes
can continue to be represented
by a member of the Democratic
Party.

“I’'m committed to helping

Photos courtesy of the family of Becky Blackburn
NMU’s Academic Senate recently awarded Becky Blackburn a posthumous
degree. Blackburn died in February, a few months short of graduation.

the Democrats retain this seat,”
he said. “I believe we must con-
tinue to fight for our working
families and small businesses,
our economic and national se-
curity, for our Great Lakes and
for our quality of life.”

NMU President Les Wong,
who was one of several people
to introduce Stupak at the press
conference, credited him with
supporting the USOEC and
WiMax programs at NMU.

“He cares about the health
and vitality of our university,”
he said. “We are, in his eyes, a

Event discusses the power of words

hidden jewel.”

Lindsay Hagner, a senior
marketing major, didn’t grow
up in Michigan but said she was
encouraged by what she had
learned about Stupak’s achieve-
ments as a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

“l don’t follow politics a lot,
so it was really cool to hear
more about (Stupak’s career),”
she said. “lI was really im-
pressed by what he had to say
and to learn more about how
he worked to keep the area as
beautiful as it is.”

Photos courtesy of Kaylee Place

Alan Willis, an associate professor of history at NMU, speaks about hate crimes at the “Myth Bust-
ing: Sticks and Stones” event, which was held on Tuesday, April 13 in Jamrich 104.
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Your Health Lecture Series

Cerebral Palsy:
Myths and realities

Cerebral palsy is a major disability affecting body
movements that is usually caused by a brain injury
* early in a child's development. It can also affect adults

Dr. Paneth wi iscuss:
the impact on quality of life and economics
mistaken ideas about its causation
new concepts about how the disability occurs.

Presented by Nigel Paneth, M.D., M.P.H

Dr. Paneth, Michigan State University distinguished
professor in the College of Human Medicine, is a
pediatrician and perinatal nd child health epidemi-

ologist specializing in the causes and prevention of .

childhood neuro-developmental handicaps. He has 730 pm ThurSday, Ap
conducted a Nnumber of long-term studies funded by

the NIH which have resulted in key findings regarding Northern Michigan University

the effects of thyroid levels, birth weight, prematurity, .
and other factors associated with cerebral palsy. He Jamrich Hall, room 103

leads the Michigan arm of the National Children The public is invited to this free event,
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Staff Editorial

Nugent inspired good conversation

Controversy was sparked on campus
with the announcement of Ted Nugent
coming to Northern, an event which took
place on Tuesday, April 13. Response
from the university community to some
of his outlandish remarks in the past have
created what we believe is a healthy dia-
logue amongst students, faculty, staff and
community members.

The conversation initiated by bring-
ing people with such strong opinions to
campus forces us to think about what we
really believe in and sometimes helps us
form new ideas.

Ted Nugent’s speech, as well as the
Sticks and Stones event, are the kind
of event that is essential for our univer-
sity community, because it encourages
growth of thought and shared experienc-
es through different viewpoints.

The decision to hold an alternative
event by groups who opposed Ted Nu-
gent coming to NMU was a mature way
to counter what they felt so strongly
against. There is no doubt that Nugent
is controversial, but that’s not to say that
he’s a bad person.

Athis speech, he talked quite abit about
the importance of taking care of oneself
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and other people. His way of express-
ing what he believes in, however, often
is what causes backlash, with swearing
and hyperbolic sentences, but that isn’t
cause for acting rashly. We are proud of
the Marquette community for respecting
Nugent’s visit to the city.

Those who supported Nugent clearly
enjoyed the event, with enthusiasm elec-
tric through the Berry, and it’s awesome
that Nugent was able to speak to so many
people who truly admire and respect
him.

For those who didn’t want to see Nu-
gent, the Sticks and Stones event, hosted
by various groups across campus, fea-
tured speakers about different forms of
hate speech. This was an intelligent way
to offer an alternative. Both events en-
couraged people, in their own way, to
stick up for themselves.

We believe that both events this week,
held on Tuesday, April 13, encouraged
an intelligent dialogue that is too often
missed on campus. We encourage such
controversial and loud figures to be
brought to campus in the future in or-
der to challenge us to consider where we
stand on basic issues.

The North Wind

Letters to the Editor

Former and current
ASNMU members
clear the air

For those of you who have been
reading the North Wind recently,
you have seen negativity that we’d
like to make right. We are both de-
termined and passionate about our
beliefs. At times this means we dis-
agree, but we would like to make it
known that disagreeing should not
lead to disrespect. We both agree
that looking forward is far more
important than dwelling on the
past. As we've agreed to not com-
ment further onthis matter, we hope
that those of you who supported us
respectively join us in moving for-
ward and get past our differences.
Thank you foryour support.

From Jason: Andrew is highly
qualified for any position that he
should hold in the future and did a
greatjob as ASNMU Treasurer dur-
ing his time on the board. He went
above and beyond his job duties,
and | have every confidence that he
will continue to do such a greatjob.
Impeachment of Andrew was not
considered by ASNMU or me.

From Andrew: Jason has served
tirelessly as ASNMU President and
I can whole heartedly say he has
been a true advocate for students.
His efforts were not highly publi-
cized, but do make a difference. |
wish him continued success in the
future.

Jason Morgan and
Andrew Foster

Nugent and Sticks and
Stones disappointing

As self-labeled independents,
we attended Ted Nugent’s talk
with the expectation of being en-
tertained, maybe shocked and,
most importantly, informed on the
conservative platform, much ma-

ligned on campus per the College
Republicans. Overthe course ofan
hour, we heard plenty on machine
guns, truth, fat chicks and equality;
were entertained by a Cat Scratch
Fever rendition of the Star-Span-
gled Banner; and were subjected to
emotional appeals about the disin-
tegration of America’s moral fabric
at the hands of pimps and prosti-
tutes. But not once was the audi-
ence intellectually challenged, nor
could an actual argument for the
conservative platform be discerned
on the hot topic issues on which he
was billed to speak.

There is a pattern developing
here with our political debate on
campus that we have brought upon
ourselves. We have allowed theat-
rics, which may or may not pertain
to real issues, to take precedence
over substance. Intelligent, civil
discussion is needed to create sus-
tainable solutions, irrespective of
how far we can push the limits of
Constitutional protections. Alesson
in conflict resolution is needed.

To the College Republicans: Is
this really the guy you want as the
spokesperson for your platform? In
America, over-the-top pays good
money, but there comes a point
when we have to say, “Come on.
Treat us like adults. You can be
funny and entertaining but, please,
make an argument.” To the College
Democrats: You missed a really ex-
cellent opportunity to take the high
road. The program you and allied
groups put together was a program
of substance. The timing of the
“Sticks and Stones” program was
unfortunate and counter-productive.
If this kind of shock-jock approach
to politics is what we can expect
from conservative speakers and
low-blow reactions by liberals on
campus in the future, count us out.

Callie Youngman and
Nicholas Larson
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For W hat It’s Worth

By Alex Belz - Opinion Editor

Tom Cory/ NW

Eagle Mine is not right
for Marquette County

As a college student these past
few years here in the Upper Pen-
insula, I've often heard about the
controversial proposed Kennecott
Eagle Mine Project. I’ve seen the
bumper stickers around town argu-
ing for and against sulfide mining,
but it wasn’t until recently that |
researched the debate and discov-
ered that this could be one of the
worst things to happen to the U.P.

It’s no secret that Kennecott has
been engaged in litigation battles
since its 2006 mining application
was sent to the Department of En-
vironmental Quality (DEQ). The
copper and nickel mine, which
would be in the Yellow Dog
Plains along the Salmon Trout
River, would mine a six-acre un-
derground deposit. The project is
expected to yield 250 to 300 mil-
lion pounds of nickel and about
200 million pounds of copper, pro-
viding between 120 and 200 jobs.
Additionally, Kennecott, as well as
other mining businesses, may look
to expand their business inthe U.P.
should this plan work out.

This all sounds good on the sur-
face. After all, Michigan has been
hit the hardest by this recession,
having had economic troubles
long before the rest of the nation
felt it. The biggest argument for
the mine, at least among local sup-
porters, is that it would help boost
the economy and create jobs in the
region. 1’m not against the idea of
bringing the mining industry back
and creatingjobs inthe UP, but I do
think that this is too greata price to
pay for some short-term benefits.
Kennecott’s plans for the millions

of pounds of nickel and copper are
to send them by rail to a plant in
Canada for “further processing.”

So Kennecott will produce jobs
for the region and for short-term
prosperity, then take the nickel and
the copper out of the region, leav-
ing us with the very expensive cost
ofprobable environmental cleanup
in our watershed and the Salmon
Trout River. That does not seem
like economic growth to me.

Before we allow Kennecott to
come in and pollute our ground-
water in order to produce jobs,
perhaps we should look at Ken-
necott itself. According to a 2005
article in ABC News, Rio Tinto,
Kennecott’s parent company, co-
owns one of the largest uranium
mines in the world with the gov-
ernment of Iran. Residents of Pap-
ua New Guinea filed suit against
Rio Tinto in 2000 for human rights
abuses. And the PR News reported
in February that Rio Tinto locked
out 600 workers who refused to
go from full-time jobs with ben-
efits to temporary positions with
limited benefits. Is this the kind of
employer we want to have in our
region?

Perhaps one of the most alarm-
ing among the many arguments
against the Kennecott mine itself
was brought to light by a 2007
report by the National Wildlife
Federation (NWF). In this report,
the NWF outlines many environ-
mental problems with the pro-
posed mine, including the possible
collapse of the roof of the mine,
which would drain the Salmon
Trout River. It also outlines the

concerns with sulfide acid drain-
age, which could contaminate the
groundwater of the region. Both
events would affect the entire wa-
tershed of the area, including Na-
tive American reservations and
surrounding townships.

Recently, the Kennecott mine
has withdrawn their application for
apermit to discharge treated water
underground. Instead, they've re-
designed their method to release
the treated water into the ground-
water above ground. Because of
this, Kennecott believes it no lon-
ger needs a permit. The EPA was
in the process of reviewing their
claim when Kennecott announced
it was going ahead with its plans
to begin construction on the mine
within a few months.

Both the EPA and the National
Wildlife Federation have disputed
this claim that Kennecott can go
ahead without a permit. I think it is
outrageous that Kennecott seems
to think it is above the law and
that it is unwilling to wait until the
EPA has made its decision. These
environmental concerns affect ev-
eryone in the nearby area and it is
extremely alarming to hear that
Kennecott is going ahead with
their plan.

According to mining law, pro-
posed mines must prove they will
not “pollute, impair or destroy”
land. If Kennecott is telling the
truth and their mine is safe, as their
press releases and marketing cam-
paigns would have me believe, |
want to know why they won’t wait
for the EPA to approve their re-
quest. What are they so afraid of?
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Obama serving
corporate needs

Guest
Column

Aaron
Loudenslager

Thomas Jefferson once said,
“I hope we shall crush inits birth
the aristocracy of our moneyed
corporations which dare already
to challenge our government to
a trial by strength and bid de-
fiance to the laws of our coun-
try.” Thomas Jefferson had the
intellect to realize even in the
1700s the power corporations
could yield against the interests
of the American people.

Now the Obama adminis-
tration’s decision to expand
offshore oil drilling along the
Atlantic Ocean and the eastern
Gulf of Mexico shows the con-
tinuation of the United States
becoming more and more a
government dominated by cor-
porate interests instead of serv-
ing the needs of ordinary citi-
zens.

President Barrack Obama
first buckled to the corporate
interests of the health care com-
panies. This new health care bill
still leaves 23 million Ameri-
cans uninsured and a study by
the American Journal of Pub-
lic Health estimates 180,000
people will have died by 2014
when the health care bill is im-
plemented because they will not
be able to afford it. Our current
health care system wastes up to
$800 billion per year.

This bill simply subsidizes
private insurance companies
who will receive at least $447
billion per year from the federal
government with no provisions
to contain skyrocketing health
care costs including waste and
fraud. Insurers gain more cus-
tomers while their financial
incentive still remains to find
ways to deny care and over-
charge for gross profits.

After 25 years of banning
offshore drilling, Obama has
fallen prey to the corporate oil
industry machine. Maybe he did
too much listening to the “Drill,
Baby, Drill” chants at the 2008

Republican National Conven-
tion.
The corporate-dominated

Republican Party and their oil
contributors would like the
American people to think that
drilling for more oil would put
downward pressure on future
gas prices. If you believe this,
you have fallen to their propa-
ganda bombardment.

The Earth Policy Institute has
written, “The U.S. Department
of Energy projects that open-
ing the Arctic National Wildlife

Refuge and Outer Continental
Shelf would reduce the price of
gasoline by at most six cents—
and this would not be seen for at
least another decade.”

If opening up offshore drill-
ing doesn’t really put much
downward pressure on pric-
es, especially considering it
wouldn’t happen for a decade,
why is this policy even being
discussed, much less imple-
mented?

It would sound more reason-
able to push for electric cars
and hybrids with better fuel
standards, because these would
have more of an impact in uti-
lizing oil than drilling for more
oil which wouldn’t do much.
The oil that the United States
could get out of drilling would
be less than one percent of our
current consumption.

There is something even
worse than the economic rea-
sons against offshore drilling.
It’s called “mother nature.” The
Houston Chronicle has found
that there has been 595 oil spills
across four state coastlines and
nine million gallons spilled in
the events after Hurricane Ka-
trina and Rita. The environ-
mental costs of offshore drill-
ing are far more important than
any economic costs that can be
found.

These policies show how
much power corporations have
over regular citizens and voters.
The American people deserve a
government of, for and by the
people. Instead we have gotten
a government of the Exxons, for
the General Motors and by the
DuPonts.

Some people may think that
Obama is simply being prag-
matic on these political issues,
and he has been, but he has not
been able to step up to corporate
interests when they are clearly
against the will and interests of
the people.

If citizens think the situation
will get better in the future, |
think they are living in a fan-
tasy.

With the Supreme Court
decision in recent months that
has equated unlimited spend-
ing of money by corporations
as “free speech” under the First
Amendment, Citizens United v.
Federal Election Commission,
we can expect more politicians
who will put their political con-
tributors’ interests before their
constituents’ interests.

Unless the American people
get serious about reforming the
amount of influence corpora-
tions have we can only expect
to get more marginalized. We
must find a way to end this cor-
porate domination of our coun-
try we call the United States of
America.
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Taxes should increase to rid national debt

With the filing deadline for in-
come taxes here, | would like to
take this time to gripe about my
taxes. | pay far too little in federal
income taxes. Yes, you heard me
right: | feel my monetary contribu-
tion to my country is too wimpy.
After child tax credits and deduc-
tions for this and that, I shamefully
admit | contributed a measly two
percent of my income to the com-
mon good of our country this past
year. So, as | gleefully eyed the
big fat refund coming my way on
line 72, | also felt a sense of guilt,
like I wasn’tdoing my fair share to
help our nation wage war upon the
most insidious, most potentially
destructive enemy we have faced
in recent time. This vile enemy is
not a rogue nation or shadowy ter-

rorist organization; it is our $12.6
trillion national debt. To put this
in perspective, every American
taxpayer owes $115,000 dollars
to our creditors. Our creditors in
this case are our children, grand-
children and foreign countries that
have financed our debt. China and
Japan alone account for $1.7 tril-
lion in financing.

The contention that “deficits
don’t matter” is true if you are a
savvy politician looking to regain
your office, but they do matter
to the millions of baby boom-
ers about to retire. The boomers
will soon be looking to reel in the
money they have paid into Medi-
care and Social Security. Deficits
do matter when you need to repair
crumbling infrastructure. Deficits
do matter when a nation’s public
schools are failing and college
tuition is spiraling out of control.
Deficits do matter when we need
to defend our country, but we can’t
get the financing to do so.

We are quickly approaching a
scenario not seen since the end of

World War Il, when our national
debt exceeded our Gross Domestic
Product. Thankfully, we were able
to quickly pay down this postwar
debt during the next decade due to
tremendous economic expansion
and the budget-conscious leader-
ship of Dwight D. Eisenhower
who maintained that taxes could
notbe cutuntil the budget was bal-
anced. Ike understood sacrifice; he
had watched nearly 450,000 sol-
diers die in service to their nation
in WWII and in Korea. As a Five-
Star General, he expected sacrifice
as well from the average American
citizen. The tax rate for the wealth-
iest Americans at that time was 90
percent. Despite calling on his
country to be fiscally responsible,
he left office as one of the most
popular and revered presidents in
our nation’s history.

In contrast to lke, George W.
Bush cut taxes and dramatically
increased federal spending during
his two terms in office. He inher-
ited a $128 billion annual budget
surplus in 2001 and left office

with annual deficits around $350
billion. His cut-and-borrow strat-
egy bought him temporal popular-
ity, but Bush left office as one of
the least popular presidents of all
time.

With the economy now seem-
ingly stabilized since the free fall
in late 2008, President Obama
needs to take on the deficit as his
top priority. First, Obamawill need
to conduct a complete audit of fed-
eral spending at all levels, even at
the Pentagon. Once he has identi-
fied opportunities for greater fiscal
efficiency (spending cuts), he must
call the nation to sacrifice. As John
F. Kennedy challenged our nation
to get to the moon in one decade,
Obama must challenge this nation
to erase the debt incurred by mem-
bers of Congress who have repeat-
edly promised the moon in order
to stay in office.

In addition to demanding our
government be more accountable
and more efficient, it is also in-
cumbentupon us, “we the people,”
to be willing to make financial sac-

rifices for the good of the republic.
We are taught as children to sing
the song My Country Tis’ of Thee.
Well, it is “our” country, and just
like citizens who preceded us, we
must be willing to make sacrifices
in order to ensure our country’s
long-term viability. We must take
ownership of “our” country, or
China and a host of other foreign
creditors will when they decide
to call in the $3.7 trillion we owe
them.

So, if a politician musters the
temerity to ask the American peo-
ple to sacrifice, don’t complain:
salute him or her for joining the
ranks of our greatest leaders like
old Ike. Politicians who promise
“tax relief” paid for with borrowed
money do so for the sole purpose
of buying your vote today. Those
who call a nation to sacrifice for the
purpose of achieving tomorrow’s
grand vision provide true leader-
ship. Here’s to hoping for coura-
geous leadership, more efficient
government and a tax increase to
pay off our national debt.

Tiger Woods should continue playing golf

Staff
Column

Ben
Hocking

Tiger Woods’return to compet-
itive golf this past weekend at the
Masters was the best way to res-
urrect his destroyed public image
while at the same time directing
the media’s focus away from his
family and infidelities.

Woods’ fall from grace has
been an over-arching story in both
sports and popular culture ever
since adulterous rumors surround-
ing a car accident on Nov. 27, 2009
snowballed into his admitting infi-
delities with as many as 15 differ-

Sound Off

Amanda Forrester
sophomore
education

‘1 dontreally care. | think he
is crazy."

ent women. Over the past several
months, Woods has opened him-
self to scrutiny by taking a leave of
absence from golf to tend to family
issues. This seemed to be a noble
move at first but has consequently
allowed the media to dwell on his
personal shortcomings rather than
his place as one of the greatest
golfers of all time. In my opinion,
this move has only served to draw
focus to both issues for Woods and
the members of his family.

When Woods announced he
was taking an indefinite leave
from competitive golf, it was ob-
vious that he was doing so to fix
a troubled marriage and to attempt
to salvage a life with his fam-
ily outside of golf, but the plan
has largely worked against him.
Woods failed to take into account
that most of the media’s coverage

of golf was centered on his day-
to-day exploits. With the gaping
hole created by his absence from
the golf course, which players
such as Phil Mickelson and Vijay
Singh lack the star power to fill,
the media has been somewhat
forced to shift their focus from his
undeniable talent to the myster-
ies surrounding the laundry list of
women claiming to have had inap-
propriate relations with the former
golden boy of golf. Woods wanted
to take the press conference ap-
proach to settling the public rela-
tions nightmare, but admitting that
he felt sorry (while omitting any
specifics to what he was sorry for)
only served to feed the speculation
about what he could have been do-
ing while out of the public eye.
The best comparison to the
current Woods fiasco is when

NBA star Kobe Bryant was fac-
ing charges of sexual assault from
a 19-year-old Colorado woman in
2003. As a result of these allega-
tions, which were later dropped,
Bryant’s popularity plummeted.
Although he lost millions from en-
dorsement deals from companies
such as McDonalds, Bryant was
able to divert attention from the
scandal by continuing to play bas-
ketball. Although there was still
considerable coverage given to
the controversy, Bryant was able
to force the media’s hand into ac-
knowledging his elite play on the
court rather than what was going
on in the courtroom. It seems that
Woods is finally starting to fol-
low suit. I know people will say
what they want about Kobe, but he
knows how to handle the media.

It seems that Woods is finally

How doyoufeel about Ted Nugent coming to campus?

Heather Bowley
junior
psychology

1 don t know much about him,
but he seems a little weird."

Daniel Alexander
sophomore
English writing

He should keep his mouth shut
andjustplay guitar. "

seeing a return to the golf course
as a way of slowing the downward
spiral. Woods has realized that the
sooner he wins on the golf course,
the sooner he will go back to the
man who shattered the social per-
ception of golf from a game domi-
nated by old white men, to a game
that could include players of all
ages and races. Personally | don’t
believe there has been amore influ-
ential sports star that has been able
to transcend the sport as Woods’
has been able to do since he first
broke on the national scene in his
early 20s. |1 know Tiger is dam-
aged, but due to his talent, he is far
from broken if he can re-establish
his dominance on the course.

In short, Tiger, let your driver
do the talking, and maybe people
will stop listening only to the tab-
loids.

compiled by Tiffany Paradine

Jordan Buzzy
senior
art and design, sociology

“He does a lot ofgood thingsfor

children such as TedNugent$

Kampfor Kids. ’I m notafan of
his music."”

Dylan Weiler
post-baccalaureate
art history

“1 think it is strange he was
invited to our school... when
we could spend money on more
educational programs.”
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Students protest for the rights of gay people over the world in honor of Day of Silence, where people silence themselves in order to make known the plight GLBT people who don t have a voice. The
events took place all throughout the week. The actual Day of Silence takes place on Friday, April 16.

Events held for National Day of Silence

In the spirit of the National Day
of Silence, NMU Outlook, one of
Northern’s gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender (GLBT) student
organizations, will be holding
silent themed events throughout
the week to speak out on the anti-
GLBT actions taking place across
the United States.

NMU Outlook offers a so-
cial, safe and friendly environ-
ment for the GLBT community
and friends. “We are equal part
activism, equal part safe place,”
said Eliot Nutt, NMU Outlook’s

Film aboutgay persecution

On Monday, April 12, NMU
Outlook screened a silent film
made in 1919, “Different From
the Others,” in the spirit of the
National Day of Silence. The
movie tells the story of a violin-
ist, Paul Korner, who falls in love
with one of his male students.

“Others” was originally made
as a form of protest to the law
that made homosexuality a crim-
inal offense in Germany.

Part of the story is told through
a series of flashbacks, during
which we see Korner’s first dis-
covery of his sexual orientation,
his attempts to change it and sub-

treasurer. “We are always here to
help.”

Hosting a variety of events
open to all friends and commu-
nity from dances to movie nights
to weekly meetings taking place
in the University Center, NMU
Outlook is striving to be there for
those who need a safe place be-
long.

People who need a safe place
to go or somewhere where they
can safely report any cases of
abuse or personal stories should
look to NMU Outlook’s “nest”

sequent understanding of it. Ko-
rmer ends up in court for his ori-
entation, and even though he is
released by a sympathetic judge,
his orientation becomes public
and ruins his career, bringing
him to suicide.

The movie is symbolic of
what NMU OUTlook is attempt-
ing to achieve.

“We are reflecting on those
that can no longer speak on their
own,” said Joshua Garnett, NMU
OUTlook’s member. “We are
trying to achieve more visibility
on how certain members of our
community are treated and how

located at Hedgecock 3001F.

“One thing we hope to accom-
plish this week is to find students
who don’t know where to find
a place to go for support,” said
Elizabeth Hightower, NMU Out-
look’s member.

Students wanting to get in-
volved in NMU Outlook, or are
just looking for a safe, welcoming
place, their meetings take place at
9:30 p.m. in the University Cen-
ter’s Marquette Room on Tuesday
nights. “Everyone is welcome to
join us,” Hightower said.

screened

it is unfair.”

On Tuesday, April 13 vari-
ous members of NMU OUTlook
stood in the Academic Mall read-
ing police reports and stories, as
well as allowing those who are
willing to share their own per-
sonal stories aloud to passing
students. OUTlook hopes to raise
the awareness of students by the
use of real stories that have hap-
pened and that these events hap-
pen to real people.

“We want to get people think-
ing,” Hightower said. “We want
to help those that have been si-
lenced.”

Students fightforgay rights

NMU OUTlook took action
with the silent protests in the aca-
demic mall on Wednesday, April
14 for the National Day of Si-
lence (officially on Friday, April
16, 2010).

“By the time | get through with
all things | admire about people,
what they do with their private
parts is so low on the list that it
is irrelevant” read a sign held by
OUTlook’s Hightower, quoting
actor, director and humanitarian
Paul Newman. Hightower and
several other members stood in
silent protest for the GLBT com-
munity who have been silenced
and bringing awareness to the in-
justices that they endure.

“Since I’'ve joined OUTIlook,
I have really wanted to do an ac-
tivism thing. GLBT are always
silenced and turned a blind eye
to,” said Meredith Gasco, a mem-
ber of NMU OUTlook. “A Day
of Silence is really about driving

this point home.”

The Day of Silence is a na-
tional youth movement bringing
attention to the silence faced by
GLBT people and friends by ha-
rassment and bullying. Now in
its 14th year, the Day of Silence
has grown to be the biggest stu-
dent-led action for creating safer
schools and communities.

In this non-violent, non-con-
frontational and respectful protest
to students and the academic pro-
cess, NMU OUTlook members
proudly stood in silence, with
tape over their mouths for added
symbolism, and were handing out
fliers, holding posters and sport-
ing hand-made shirts for the voic-
es that are no longer heard and in
hope for more acceptance of their
lifestyle.

“It is our right to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness,”
Gasco said.

What areyou doing to end the silence?
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Nugent talks with

By James Dyer
staff writer

In response to the article “Nugent’s
presentation inspires protests,” Ted Nu-
gent contacted The North Wind prior to
his event on campus in order to share his
opinions.

Could you give a short summary of
what you will be talking about at your
“Kill it and Grill it” presentation?

I never plan an outline for any of my
many speaking celebrations, but rather
follow my 61-year-old adventurous heart
to instinctually share my love for my
amazing nonstop American Dream of
being an asset to my family, community,
country and environment by being the best
that I can be and disciplining myself to
be ultimately aware of my accountability.
Though “Kill It & Grill It” is a wonder-
ful title of my wife Shemane’s and my
great cookbook from nearly ten years ago,
my speaking presentations go far beyond
the perfection of venison and the desper-
ate need for a more conscientious diet in
America.

Is this a kickoff for your book tour?

If so, why did you decide to come to
NMU?

My last New York Times Best Seller,
TED WHITE and BLUE-The Nugent
Manifesto from 2008 is coming out in
paperback next month, so this event is
not necessarily related to that release, but
certainly a must-read for Americans with
positive dreams. | was invited by my great
UP BloodBrothers of the NMU College
Republicans and Sportsmen’s Gun Club,
how could I say no? Not only do I love
the magnificent UP of my beloved birth
state of Mich. and her wonderful people,
but I love NMU, College Republicans and
certainly all Sportsmen’s Gun Clubs. 1I’'m
such a fun guy, how dare | not share my
buoyancy, goodwill and humor with my
UP friends!

What is your reaction to the NMU
College Democrats’ alternative presen-
tation “MYTH BUSTING: Sticks and
Stones”

No reaction really. | am getting used to
some pathetic Americans acting like wan-

‘Kill 1It’ speech aim:

By Delaney Lovett
staffwriter

Although Ted Nugent played a song for
the crowd, he didn’t come to NMU to show-
case his musical talents. The musician, out-
doorsman and conservative political activ-
ist shared his views with an audience much
composed of camouflage and plaid.

Nugent’s speech, “Kill It and Grill It,”
promoted some of his outspoken stands on
topics like gun control, hunting, being drug-
and alcohol-free, political correctness and
environmentalism.

Nugent warned the audience not to just
sit back and let the government provide
them what they need, challenging Ameri-
cans to practice self-government and take
a stand.

“If you think I’m talking to you when |
say you’re too stupid to take care of your-
self and if you’re feeling a little angry, that
would be guilt,” Nugent said. “The worst
curse of mankind is dependency. It will
render you soulless.”

He encouraged the audience members
to dedicate themselves to rid life of the bad
and the unhealthy things like drugs and
debt, and make more room for good things
like hunting, in his case. It shouldn’t be the
responsibility of the government, he said.

“Those of you who demand indepen-
dence ... you put your heart and soul into
doing the best that you can do, you scru-
tinize and scowl at the status quo, and you
question everything and you bravely poke
your finger into the chest of authority and

go ‘prove it.””

Sixty-one year old Nugent has been
clean and sober his entire life. He said that
nearly all health problems are poor choices
people make repeatedly.

“l am a perfect human being. | perfect-
ly blow it on occasion and | stumble per-
fectly and | make perfect asinine mistakes,
but only a couple times until | figure it out.
Don’t do it anymore,” he said.

Nugent, who said that President Obama
was raised by communists, is strongly op-
posed to the recently passed health care
bill.

“No health care. Care about your health.
Tell (your peers) to respect themselves and
that it breaks your heart to see the people
you love intentionally Killing themselves
and then sending you the bill,” Nugent
said.

Nugent mentioned how many people
view him as an angry, gutless, distasteful
man. He countered this by explaining his
role in Big Brothers Big Sisters, Ted Nugent
Kamp for Kids and the Michigan Sportsmen
Against Hunger.

Nugent’s speech began and ended with
a big salute to members of the military, to
whom he said people owe for the ability to
live, go to school, go fishing, party on the
weekends and feel safe.

“The United States military is charging
into burning buildings of terrorism right
now so that you can be free and | think that’s
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nabe Euro sheep, going out of their way to
intentionally misrepresent truth, logic and
the American Way. | think they are funny,
funny people, and | thank them for iden-
tifying me as the obvious good guy. God
bless them all.

How would you define “hate speech?”
Do you think that you have ever en-
gaged in it?

I would hope sensible people would
know hate-anything when they see or hear
it. The evil, inbred rhetoric of the soulless
KKK would be hate speech, | hope, to ev-
eryone. | have never engaged in anything
remotely related to such intellectual vacu-
ity. On the contrary, | have fought hard
against it.

One of the reasons the alternative
presentation has been organized is that
many don’t think your statements en-
courage positive discussion pertaining
to issues such as gun control and free-
dom of speech. What do you have to say
about this?

I shall elaborate the transparency of

to teach Americans

something we have to remind ourselves of
each and every day in this precious, glori-
ous American dream,” Nugent said.

Nugent thanked NMU by playing them a
hard rock version of the Star Spangled ban-
ner on a tiger-striped guitar.

“l am so thankful that someone sees me
and hears me. The spirit of what I’m trying
to do is stand up for what makes America
the only last best place in the world to live,”
Nugent said.

The College Republicans look for speak-
ers and events that they predict will be suc-
cessful, which made bringing Nugent to
NMU an easy decision.

“Controversy is one of the big things
that we look for. We thought Ted Nugent
would be a great speaker to bring since a lot
of people in the U.P. know about him, and
he can relate to a lot of people in the U.P.,”
said Matthew Fusilier, the president of Col-
lege Republicans.

Nugent has a strong fan base in the U.P.,
much due to the many gun supporters at
NMU. Even those who aren’t gun support-
ers may still agree with his environmentalist
views, Fusilier said. Lots of people like his
music, too.

Aside from the entertainment value,
“Kill It and Grill it” was a learning expe-
rience for students and the public who at-
tended, as Nugent makes really good intel-
lectual points about the freedom of speech
and the Second Amendment, Fusilier said.

such asinine allegations and those that
foolishly allege them on April 13. Bring
your friends. This is gonna be fun.

In your opinion, should there be any
limitations to free speech?

Actual speech, no.

How do you feel about the proposed
Michigan Bill that could allow concealed
weapons on college campuses?

I am a big fan of self defense via keep-
ing and bearing arms and condemn the
condition of unarmed helplessness. Evil
craves unarmed helplessness. Only a fool
would deny that gun-free zones are the
playground of murderers, and therefore
complied in said evil.

Will we hear any more new music
from you in the future?

High energy, fiery, passionate, soulful,
ferocious animal dance/breeding BBQ
music for the truly alive, at dangerous vol-
ume, yes.

“We’re really glad we can bring you
somebody that people at NMU really want
to see,” Fusilier said.

The NMU Sportsmen’s Gun Club
thought that Nugent would be a great speak-
er to have because its timely with events on
campus regarding concealed weapons like
the empty holster protest, and because he’s
entertaining.

“When a celebrity talks about issues,
they’re more listened to and their views are
more susceptible to criticism and support,”
said Fredric Gygi, president of the Sports-
men’s Gun Club. “People will listen wheth-
er they like what he says or not.”

Gygi said that “Kill it and Grill it” was a
great opportunity to see a public figure with
strong beliefs speak about things that he has
a passion for.

Nugent presented “Kill It and Grill It” in
the Berry Events Center on Tuesday, April
13, an event sponsored by NMU’s Col-
lege Republicans and the Sportsmen’s Gun
Club.
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Confusing “Zone’lacks substance

By Brett Hilbrandt
staff writer

A great conspiracy film like
“Chinatown” or “North by North-
west” can make you question
what is capable within the realms
of reality. Since the war in Iraq
began and conspiracy documenta-
ries like “Zeitgeist” hit the Inter-
net, it was only a matter of time
until someone made a film about
a corrupted government and its
ability to manipulate the citizens
of a nation. “Green Zone” does
exactly that.

In the American invasion of

‘Night’has laughs, just

By Scott Viau
features editor

When Tina Fey and Steve
Carell headline a film together, the
natural assumption is that the end
result is going to be a hilarious ride
where the laughs never stop com-
ing. Unfortunately, the end result
does add up to the expectations.

Claire and Phil Foster (Fey and
Carell) lead a very boring life.
They get up in the morning, take
care of theirkids, go to work, come

Film: Green Zone
Director: Paul Greengrass

Producers: Paul Greengrass,
Lloyd Levin

Writer: Brian Helgeland

Starring: Matt Damon,
Amy Ryan, Brendan Gleeson

Runtime: 115 minutes

Rating: R

Iraq in 2003, Chief Officer Roy
Miller (Damon) is in charge of
hunting down weapons of mass
destruction. After three missions
that show no sign of WMDs, Mill-
er begins to question the intel that
has been given to him by the gov-
ernment’s secret source known as
“Magellan.” With the help of CIA
agent Martin Brown (Gleeson),
Miller goes rogue in order to track
down Iraqi General Al Rawi when
he believes is “Magellan.” As
Miller dives deeper into his search
for “Magellan,” he must first out-
smart corrupt government officials
in order to find the WMDs.

The acting here is impacted
greatly by the weak script. Damon
is always a solid actor, but this is
one of his weaker roles. His char-

home and go to sleep, only to do it
all again the next morning. Their
only reprieve from the monotony
of their life is their weekly date
night, but even then they do the
same thing. When the divorce of
friends awakens them to their dor-
mant marital state, Phil decides to
spice things up a bit by taking his
wife out to a fancy dinner in the
city. But when stealing someone’s
reservation leads to trouble with a
pair of crooked cops, the Fosters
will go to extreme lengths to clear
their name.

Carell and Fey are a lot of fun
to watch, even though the mate-
rial they have to work with isn’t

acter is uninteresting, and Damon
does nothing but yell obscenities
and walk at a very fast pace for the
majority of the film. Greg Kinnear
plays a very weak villain. | never
once felt any type of menacing
quality that would make him any
different than most generic bad
guys. Amy Ryan plays the only
female lead, but her screen time is
far too limited to make an impact
in the film. Brendan Gleeson is the
most impressive actor in “Zone,”
but his role is far too small. The
supporting cast is weak, and that
lack of support makes the lead
actors look a lot worse than they
should have.

The plot is more confusing
than it needs to be. “Zone” at-
tempts to run at a break neck pace
in some sections of story develop-
ment, and it makes some points
almost unbearable. The reasoning
seems to be lost in all the mayhem
that occurs on screen, but when
the film hits moments of action it
shines. The opening sequence of
Baghdad being destroyed is done
perfectly, and the last action scene
is very entertaining.

Director Paul Greengrass does
not live up to his potential in this
film. The last two “Bourne” mov-
ies were great, but this film felt
stale, and | can safely say Matt
Damon was a bad choice for this
film. His “Bourne” movies suc-
ceeded where “Green Zone”
failed, by using a fast pace, but

that fresh. Although I enjoy him
quite a bit in “The Office,” Carell
still feels a little bit his character
Michael Scott from said show, if
only slightly smarter and more
aware. The thugs chasing the Fos-
ters throughout the film feel more
like caricatures than true villains,
which may be the point. Mark
Wahlberg’s performance is really
underwhelming, as he doesn’t do
anything with enthusiasm and ap-
pears to be just waiting for a pay-
check. Perhaps that’s the reason he
has his shirt off for the majority of
his screen time.

With the recent spew of films
featuring marital couples trying to
work out their differences, | was
hoping “Date” would be the odd
man out in the bunch and deliver
something truly original and clev-
er. That’snot entirely the case here.
It actually feels like a grown-up
version of “Adventures in Babysit-
ting,” which offers a mixed bag of
emotion. The humor employed by
Fey is reminiscent of her charac-
ter on “30 Rock,” especially when
she makes a quip about having to
eat food off the floor when some-
one throws her dish to the ground.
But for comedians as great as Fey
and Carell are, there really aren’t
too many laughs, or at least not as
many as | was expecting.

The action here also isn’t that

still having a solid flowing pace.
The confusing fast-paced con-
spiracy aspect falls flat on its face,
and the weak finale has been done
in numerous other films. Also, the
overuse of ambient noise in this
film is unforgivable. There are nu-
merous parts that | could not hear
one word of dialogue due to loud
background noises.

The score by John Powell is
solid. The constant buildup of
army-like beats gives this film
much more tension, and the ac-
tion scenes are aided by the great
techno inspired sounds. The
sound effects are outstanding, and
they make you feel like you are
very close to the action. The cin-
ematography by Barry Ackroyd is

a mixed bag. While | enjoy how
the film uses numerous great shots
of a war-torn Baghdad, | did not
appreciate how fast the camera
moved during numerous scenes.
The constant cuts made me lose
my place in the action, and in
scenes of dialogue there is no
need to constantly switch camera
angles to the point where | worry
about having an epileptic seizure.
Overall, this is just another
modern war movie that does
nothing special. I am not saying
“Green Zone” does not contain
some solid moments, because it
certainly does, but it shoots itself
in the foot with an underwhelming
story. “Zone” is worth a rental, but
don’t expect anything special.

Photos courtesy of Yahoo!

Miller (Damon) typically hunts down WMDs, but is sidetracked when
possibly faulty intel makes him question the information he’s received.

not very many

exciting. The audience knows
that neither Carell nor Fey is go-
ing to be seriously injured in any
way. Any moments of danger they
find themselves in are wasted by
the fact that the results hold no
real moments of jeopardy. It’s ac-
tion for the sake of action and that
brings the film down a bit.

The screenplay by Josh Klaus-
ner is able to foreshadow anumber
of things that are called upon later
in the film, but these plot points of-
ten border on being entirely cliche.
The film also ends upon anote that
anybody could have figured out. |
wasn’t really looking for a mind-

blowing ending, but something a
little different than a husband and
wife rediscovering their love for
one another would have been kind
of nice.

Director Shawn Levy directs
“Date” in a by-the-numbers fash-
ion. He doesn’t take any chances
in crafting a story that might be
different from its predecessors. |
suppose that’s the point, though,
but with Fey and Carell headlining
the film, it’s almost assured that
the film will make money.

“Date” is a funny movie to be
sure, but with a better script it defi-
nitely could have been better.

Photos courtesy of Yahoo!

Claire and Phil Foster (Fey and Carell) call the babysitter watching their
kids to warn her about the gangsters that are relentlessly tracking them.



Thursday, April 15, 2010 The North Wind

)
Fast forward getting your degree.

Pick up some extra credits, or stay one step ahead of the competition. Enrolling in Spring/Summer classes
at Wayne State University as a guest student is the perfect way to do both. Enrollment is quick and
easy. With five convenient locations in Macomb,
to choose from, Spring/Summer is a smart way to get ahead. Spring classes start May 10. Summer classes

to apply as a guest student.

Oakland and Wayne counties and hundreds of courses

is open now. Visit summer.wayne.edu

start June 30. Priority registration
AIM HIGHER
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campus cinema presents

april 1/ - ypm injpq 102
april 18 - 6 & 9pm
free to nmu students
$ 1 to general public

visit http://myweb.nmu.edu/-ccinema/
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By Trevor Pellerite
sports editor

After two successful semifinal
matches on Saturday, April 10, all
the USOEC boxers are poised to
make deep runs into the champi-
onship round ofthe Golden Gloves
Regional competitions this week-
end. USOEC senior Ricky Alvarez
and freshman Chris Pearson each
earned a victory in their semifinal
bouts in Racine, Wisc. and will
advance in the competition, while

four other athletes all had byes to
the final round.

Saturday’s semifinals were a
return to formal competition for
both Alvarez and Pearson. Alvarez
had not competed since last June.
He won by decision on Saturday,
beating Duarn Vue from the She-
boygan Boxing Club in the 132
pound weight class.

“He looked sharp,” said head
coach Al Mitchell. “He kept the
space, he listened, he stayed to
the game plan. What | liked about

him, he stayed behind the jab and
he kept his spaces. The athlete was
shorter than him and kept pressur-
ing him, but because he kept the
space, every time the athlete came
to him he hopped back. He had
him leaning in, he would counter
him. He outboxed him so easy.”

Alvarez said that he was happy
to be back into the swing of com-
petition.

“It felt good to finally get the
ring rust out of me and ready to
keep fighting. It feels good to be

Trevor Pellerite/NW

Senior USOEC athlete Ricky Alvarez (left) throws a punch while sparring during practice. Alvarez won by deci-
sion in the Golden Gloves semifinals on Saturday, April 10. It was his first bout since June of last year.

For more sports, visit the V\ED site:
wwv.thenorthvwindonline.com

Boxers look to Golden Gloves finals

back in the ring, it’s just a great
feeling,” he said.

According to Mitchell, Alvarez
has shown flashes of brilliance in
the past but failed to stay consis-
tent in the following fight. He tried
to take steps to fix that this year.

“What | did this semester, | put
heavier work on him. He’s 132
(pounds), so | put the 152 on him,

mat twice to end the bout. Mitch-
ell was impressed with Pearson’s
ability to bounce back from the
fluke knockdown.

“That match that he got dropped
and got up, he showed me pose,
calm, and discipline. He didnt
panic or nothing. He’s ready for
anything,” Mitchell said.

Up next for the USOEC squad

and  make . . is the
him fight ‘em Next Saturday, it looks I|ke_ champi-
back, made €Verybody should be on point onship
him hold his .. They’recoming along atthe  round of
ground, box right time. the Gold-
him back. | — Al Mitchell en Gloves
cguld see the USOEC boxing coach regional
difference in meet. Al-
him in the varez and

competition,” Mitchell said, add-
ing that he was excited to watch
Alvarez’s championship fight. “He
should be ready to go. Now he’s
got the confidence, he knows he’s
better than he thinks he is.”

Pearson finished his oppo-
nent in the 152 pound class with
a first round knockout. Pearson
explained that he fell early in the
match after throwing a punch off-
balance and that it had counted as
a knockdown. Since his opponent
was from Racine, the crowd got
excited.

“When it happened, it was fun-
ny, because | saw how the crowd
reacted, and | knew what it really
was,” Pearson said. “l was kind
of anxious, but | had to be smart,
because in boxing, if you’re over-
anxious, you can get caught and
then really get hurt.”

Pearson came back with focus
and knocked his opponent to the

Pearson will compete, along with
sophomore Rafael Santos, Manuel
Lopez, Hasim Rahman and Mar-
quis Moore. Mitchell expects all
his athletes to have success.

“Next Saturday, it looks like
everybody should be on point,
and what |1 mean by that is each
guy looked better and better and
better, so that means they’re com-
ing along at the right time for the
championship,” he said. He added
that he thinks every one of his
fighters has the ability to win their
weight class.

With just days left before the
championships, Mitchell has his
squad perfecting their technique
rather than working on fitness.

“We’re working on balance,
we’re working on stepping around,
staying behind the jab, and work-
ing on the angles,” Mitchell said.
“And the most important thing,
listening to me.”

Wrestlers earn medals at ASICS meet

By Brice Burge
staff writer

The United States Olympic
Education Center men’s Greco-
Roman wrestling team per-
formed well
at the ASICS
University
Nationals on
April 8 in
Akron, Ohio,
as they had
six of the 10
overall indi-
vidual cham-
pions.

“We were
competitive
at all weight
classes,” said USOEC Head
Greco-Roman wrestling coach
Dennis Hall. “Six champions,
I’'m satisfied by that.”

The University Nationals is a
championship tournament open
to any wrestler currently en-
rolled at a college or university.
This includes school-sponsored
teams, U.S. Olympic teams and
club teams.

The USOEC team was led by
senior Spenser Mango who won

MANGO

the 60 kilogram division by pin
in the second period. Mango
was able to make a move called
a gutwrench, where he placed a
pin on second place Dmitry Ry-
abchinskiy of the New York Ath-
letic Club.

“He kind of got lazy,” said
Mango. “I got on top and was
able to expose his back, so |
went for the pin and ended up
getting it.”

Mango was also named the
Outstanding Wrestler of the
tournament, as he was the only
champion to win by pin.

Sophomore Max Nowry and
senior Andrew Bisek won the
55 kilogram and 79 kilogram
weight classes, respectively, by
technical fall, a mercy rule based
on points given in a match. Se-
nior Ben Sanchez, junior Aaron
Briggs and freshman Mark Sten-
berg also won their weight class-
es by decision.

“It was good,” Bisek said.
“l thought | wrestled well and
stayed aggressive in all my
matches.”

Something shared by mem-
bers of the team was their abil-
ity to outlast their opponents in

these matches.

“It’s not so much as the physi-
cal things,” said Bisek. “I think
(Hall) is doing a good job on
stressing to put everything you
got into a match.”

The USOEC team also showed
depth to their squad as freshman
Ben Provisor, sophomore Alex
Fleming and junior Jonathan
Drendel took third place in their
respective weight classes.

“We had some thirds and
fourths,” Hall said. “We had only
three guys not place, but I saw
good things out of them. It was
a good tournament for develop-
ment.”

The USOEC women’s free-
style team also competed at the
University Nationals.

Freshman Carlene Sluberski
and Ahnjahlee Akuna placed
third in the 48 kilogram and 67
kilogram weight classes respec-
tively and were the only two
competitors to medal. Sluberski
and Akuna were also a part of the
five freestyle athletes to place in
a consolation match.

“l think you have to put it
in perspective,” said head free-
style wrestling coach Shannyn

Gillespie. “We had six or seven
members move on to the (U.S.
Olympic) team in Colorado
Springs and nine new members.
It’s a rebuilding process.”

Gillespie also said that age
and experience play into the dif-
ferences.

“We have athletes from ages
16-26 including a couple high
schoolers,” he said. “It can be
difficult to train when you have
four or five different develop-
ment skill levels trying to im-
prove.”

In addition to the University
Nationals Championship title,
each winner receives a bye to the
World Championships, where
they face the winner of the World
Team Trials. The losers at this
tournament can reenter and will
have another tournament to take
on University Greco Champions
like Mango, Briggs and Bisek in
a best of three battle.

“l haven’t been back to the
tournament since 2006, when |
won the world championship,”
said Mango. “Hopefully, | can
win it back.”

Up next for the team are
the Junior and Senior National

Championships in Cleveland on
Wednesday April 21. This meet
will allow non-university par-
ticipants, as the participants will
try to qualify for the World Team
Trials.

Wrestlers 20 years old and
younger will be competing in
the Junior Championship, while
athletes 21 or older will be in the
Seniors.

“Atthe age level we competed
at, we did a real good job,” said
Hall, “but (National’s) is where
they qualify. Hopefully our guys
will be real prepared for that
tournament.”

For some USOEC wrestlers,
the University Championships
was a great warm-up for the up-
coming tournament, as this was
the first opportunity to get com-
petitive on the mats this year.

“Just being able to have my-
self wrestling aggressively in
a match, it means a lot,” Bisek
said.

Mango agreed, saying the fo-
cus is on the next opportunity to
compete.

“l felt like this was a good
warm-up. Next weekend will be
the big thing,” he said.
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Volleyball splits in St. Cloud tourney

By John Becker
staff writer

The NMU volleyball team
split their four games on Saturday
April 10, in the St. Cloud State
Tournament and will be facing
another tournament next weekend
to finish out the spring season.

NMU head coach Dominic
Yoder said the team is still work-
ing on keeping their heads in the
game 100 percent.

“We became a little more con-
sistent overall, but we were still
inconsistent at times, and that’s
where our youth was showing
through,” Yoder said.

The Wildcats (5-5) were de-
feated 2-1 by the Bemidji State
University Beavers with set
scores of 20-25, 16-25, and 15-
10. Sophomore outside Emma
Wolfe headed the offense with
seven Kkills, followed by fresh-
man middle Sami Vierk with six
andjunior outside Katie Twardzik
with five.

Defensively, sophomore right
libero Becca Feuerherd led with
15 digs, followed by freshman
outside Daniela Branco with 10.

In the noon game, the ’Cats
swept the SCSU Huskies with
scores 0f25-16, 25-22, and 15-12.
Vierk led with 11 kills and Wolfe
was close behind with 10. Branco
led with 10 digs and Feuerherd

followed with eight.

The Wildcats were swept by
the Southwest Minnesota State
Mustangs (SMSU) in the third
game 21-25, 19-25 and 15-13.
Wolfe, Vierk, and freshman Abby
Lovell all had five kills. Feuer-
herd earned 20 digs and Branco
had nine.

The ’Cats handled the fourth
game with a two-set victory over
the SCSU Alumni 25-21 and
25-20. Andree Ring led with 10
kills, Branco and Vierk followed
with five. Feuerherd dug 12 and
Branco contributed 10 digs to the
defense.

Feuerherd averaged five digs
per set in the tournament, which
she said was her goal for each
game earlier in the season. Feuer-
herd currently has four and a half
digs per set on the season.

Wolfe said the four-game tour-
nament was tiring, but that most
of the athletes are conditioned for
tournament play.

“A lot of us played in those
types of tournaments in high
school,” she said.

As a player who will be a ju-
nior next year, Wolfe said she’s
doing her best to be a good role
model for the team.

“I was in that spot once, where
I didn’t know all of what was go-
ing on. You just need to go out
and help everyone,” Wolfe said.

Yoder said the team is pro-
gressing well but that some indi-
vidual efforts need to be picked
up, especially when it comes to
personal discipline and the will to
compete.

“Some players are starting to
make their positions more con-
crete and others are still kind of
opening up the opportunity for
the new players coming in,” he
said.

Branco said she feels the team
is becoming closer every day.

“It’s difficult because we’re
all young, some things are hard
to figure out,” Branco said. “But
we’re more united. We’re learn-
ing together to reach our goals as
ateam.”

Wolfe agreed that the ’Cats are
a young team, but she said once
everything falls into place, they
will be better than ever.

“With a lot of people playing
new positions and getting into
new roles, they’re learning how
to step up and create opportuni-
ties,” Wolfe said. She also said
the ’Cats’win/loss record doesn’t
show how good they are.

The Wildcat volleyball team
will finish the spring season on
Saturday April 17, whenthey play
five 2-set games in the University
ofMinnesota-Duluth Tournament.
Games will be played against
Concordia-St. Paul, SCSU, St.

Personal efforts bring
success to track team

The NMU women’s outdoor track and field team
took part in the Bulldog Invitational on Saturday,
April 10 at Ferris State University. No team scores
were kept, but multiple athletes gave quality indi-
vidual efforts in multiple events.

NMU head coach Tom Barnes said there was a
strong headwind, a wind that worked against the
athletes instead of with them, but the team worked
through the added challenge.

In the 100-meter dash, sophomore Catherine
Angeli earned first with a time of 12.71 seconds.
Freshman Alyssa Erspamer came in fifth at 13.14
and junior Brittnee Balbierz was hot on the trail at
13.18. Angeli took second in the 200-meter dash,
missing first place by .01. Balbierz came in fifth
at 26.98.

Angeli, Balbierz, sophomore Melissa Christens-
en and Erspamer took second in the 4x100 relay
with atime 0f49.06. Grand Valley State University
took first (48.40).

Barnes said the handoff has really improved
from the last meet, especially because it is a blind
handoff.

“They missed the school record by about 0.16 of
a second in the 4x100,” Barnes said.

In the field events, Bailey Franklin earned first

in the high jump, and Kayleigh Coulson tied for
sixth (5-01). Karin Diebold vaulted for third with a
measurement of 10-06.

Franklin also captured the long jump, leaping
17-05.25. Christensen and freshman Brooke Gran-
quist were sixth and seventh respectively in the
long jump. Franklin came in second in the triple
jump (36-11.50).

Junior Angela Leckson threw the shot put 42-
04.75 for third, and senior Krista Squiers tossed the
discus 118-06 for eighth.

Squiers was victorious in the javelin (114-03)
and Leckson followed, earning second (111-07).
Squiers also earned third in the hammer throw,
tossing 166-07.

The Wildcats will be in Midland, Mich. on
Thursday, April 15 to compete in the Northwood
Multi-events and the Northwood Invitational on
Saturday, April 17.

As the team nears the end of the outdoor spring
season, Barnes said the ’Cats are just trying to hone
their skills one bit at a time.

“We’re working on the little facets of throws,
jumps or running forms,” Barnes said.

— John Becker

Scholastica, UMD and the UMD
Alumni. Concordia went 37-0
last season and Yoder said he ex-
pects them to test the mettle ofthe
Wildcats.

Yoder said the tournament will
provide one last learning experi-
ence for the team before the fall
season.

“We've seen most of (the
teams), so it’s just going to be
about us getting in the gym and
playing hard,” Yoder said. He
also said the record doesn’t mat-
ter so much in the spring season,
and that he cares more about the
athletes maturing and learning all
the facets ofvolleyball.

File Photo/NW

So far this spring, Wolfe leads the Wildcat offense with 74 kills, an average
0f2.85 Kills per set and is second in overall serve aces with 10.
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Kochanny’s
Korner

Drew
Kochanny

The game of football is said to
be a game of inches. Inches can
mean the difference between in
bounds and out of bounds, a first
down and aturnover, and scoring
a winning touchdown or missing
it by a hair. It should be no secret
then that possibly the two most
important positions in the NFL
also come down to that little unit
of measurement.

Offensive and defensive line-
men are literally separated by
just a couple of inches and are
the largest people on the field. So
often though, they go unnoticed
and unappreciated. With the NFL
draft just one week away, crunch
time to finalize scouting perspec-
tives for NFL owners, coaches
and general managers has most
likely set in. One position they
all should take a close look at is
between the trenches along the
offensive and defensive lines.

Drafting an offensive lineman
is not the glamorous pick, actual-
ly far from it. Defensive linemen

bring a bit of excitement to a fan
come draft day. Even still, com-
pared to the touchdown scoring
picks like the running backs and
wide receivers, defensive line-
men are just linemen. It seems,
however, fans should reverse
their attitudes about drafting the
high profile wideout as opposed
to the little-known offensive
lineman.

A combined 2009 record of
14-66 rests on their shoulders.
of St. Louis, Detroit, Tampa Bay,
Washington, and Kansas City,
the first five teams to draft in
the April 22-24 NFL Draft. The
number of linemen, both defen-
sive and offensive, on the teams
2009 roster that made a Pro Bowl
since the 2006 season combined
totaled just four players, none of
whom made the 2009 Pro Bowl.
Of the last five teams drafting
in the first round, San Diego,
New York (Jets), Minnesota, In-
dianapolis, and New Orleans, 20
total linemen made a Pro Bowl,
including 15 in 2009. The teams
combined for a record of 61-19
last season. Still rooting for your
team to draft that flashy wide re-
ceiver?

NFL teams are beginning to
catch on to the trend. Offensive
tackles are predicted to be the

SPORTS

one of the most selected posi-
tions this year. Since 2004 the
number of linemen selected in
the first round has increased or
matched the previous year’s total
every draft, starting with eight
in 2004 to 14 last year. In 2008,
the draft saw a record seven of-
fensive tackles taken in the first
round. As many as 18 offensive
and defensive linemen could end
up with their names being called
in the first round this year, with
a staggering seven linemen who
could go in the top 10. Nebras-
ka’s Ndamukong Suh and Okla-
homa’s Gerald McCoy, both de-
fensive tackles, are predicted to
be the second and third overall
picks.

Teams need to take no other
lesson than from the 2007 and
2008 drafts. In 2007, six wide
receivers were taken in the first
round. Of the six players, none
besides the Lions Calvin Johnson
caught more than 47 passes dur-
ing the 2009 season. Two brought
in fewer than 10 catches.

It is really no wonder that
a year later in the 2008 draft,
an NFL record eight offensive
tackles were selected in the first
round and no wide receivers
were selected in the first round,
also a draft record. Of the eight

Parker takes first in
Kansas City Finals

USOEC Athlete Darnell Parker took home top honors at the Kansas City Golden Gloves finals April
8-10, earning the title of ‘Outstanding Boxer’in the process. Despite his success, he knows there is room

for improvement.

“I would give myself maybe a C on both performances,” Parker said. “I felt like my timing was a little bit
off, | felt like I let a few dudes off the hook that | would have finished if I had been in the swing of things.
My timing would have been on, | could have got a few dudes out of there, but

I gotthe “W’so | really can’t complain too much.”

It was Parker’s second consecutive year earning the ‘Outstanding Boxer’, an honor not lost on him.

“| felt real good. My coach has been in the game over 40 years, he said he’s never seen it happen,” he

said.

—Trevor Pellerite
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Secretto NFL success found in linemen

linemen selected, all started ev-
ery game they played in 2009,
with the fewest being 13 games.
Three played a 16 complete game
season. Two, Miami’s Jake Long
and Denver’s Ryan Clady, have
made Pro Bowl appearances in
each of their first two seasons.

For teams looking for their
next breakout running back or
wide receiver, the second or third
round may be where they should
look. The later rounds ofthe NFL
Draft have been gold mines for
teams drafting skill positions. In
2005 San Diego found wideout
Vincent Jackson in the second
round, and the San Francisco
49ers found running back Frank
Gore in the third. The second
round was also friendly in 2006,
providing Pro Bowl running back
Maurice Jones-Drew. Newly ac-
quired Baltimore wide receiver
Anquan Boldin was plucked
from the second round by the Ar-
izona Cardinals in 2003 and last
season’s breakout wide receiver
for the New York Giants, Steve
Smith, was also a round two se-
lection in 2007.

Skill position players just
have to be found. Sometimes the
best players aren’t the ones who
break out in the weight room or
at the NFL Combine, but on the

field. Imagine that.

For this year’s 2010 NFL
Draft, no other players have
dominated the draft guru talk,
most notably ESPN analysts
Todd McShay and Mel Kiper, as
much as defensive lineman Suh
and McCoy. Oklahoma State’s
Russell Okung and lowa’s Byran
Bulaga along with Oklahoma’s
Trent Williams have dominated
talks along the offensive line and
are almost undoubtedly all sure-
fire top 10 selections.

Owners looking to find wins
in the NFL, not make their fans
joyful come draft day, should
be considering filling their line.
Maybe if the Detroit Lions
would have selected offensive or
defensive linemen between 2003
and 2005, when the team chose
a wide receiver three straight
years, they wouldn’t be drafting
second overall.

Some teams have more glar-
ing needs than offensive or de-
fensive line, that is at times clear,
but teams who may be leaning on
the fence should skip the gamble
and pick a big ugly. Just remem-
ber to be happy if your team does
select a lineman. Clearly, a solid
group of players within the inch-
es of the trenches brings wins in
itself.
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Classified Ad Rates

Off-Campus Rate

First 20 Words $5.00
Each additional word $0.10

On-Campus Rate

First 20 Words $2.00
Each additional word $0.10

Additional Options

Boldface $1.00
Boxed in $2.00
Heading $2.00

Classifieds

Work on Mackinac Island this
summer - Make lifelong friends.
The Island House Hotel and
Ryba’s Fudge Shops are looking
for seasonal help in all areas:
Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait
Staff, Sales Clerks, Baristas.
Housing, bonus, and discounted
meals available. Call Ryan 1
(906) 847-7196. www.theisland-
house.com

Summer Employment
Huron Mountain Club
Kitchen Positions
Prep Cook, Servers, and
Dishwashers.

Pay based on experience.
Room and board available.
Call for application (906)
345-9323

Shout Outs

NMU Students — These things
are free and you can put your own
in. Call us at 227-2545. — NW
Staff

Fix and Maki Attacki — Happy
birthday! Let’s get this 4 Day
Extravaganza going. Bring your
drinking hats. — Alex

All previous OEs — Thanks for
the inspiration. Hopefully, 1I'm
carrying the torch well— Cur-
rent OE

C-Dawg — | hope that you will
be able to relax this week after
having such a stressful week. |
love you!— T-Dozer

Sarah — Happy 21st Birthday!
— Drew

NMU — Thanks for finally let-
ting me graduate in a week. It’s
about time. — ANE

My Dear Disco — Please come
back to town soon. — Happy lis-
tener

Lola, Nemo and Steph — Let’s
build more Jamaican huts. —
Alex

Katie J — You and | have to go
on an adventure before school
ends.— Alex

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Coolman — Thanks for tolerat-
ing mounds of dishes and messy
living rooms this semester. Let’s
tear it up this weekend. — Belz

Cameron — knife + long hair +
sword + thor’s hammer = dragon
shirt — the entire world.

Thao-er of Power — | love you,
but I would destroy you in a cook-
off— The Cammers

Thao — Yes, that is a challenge.
Kisses!— Cameron

Ben — Three and you’re out—
Fellow Rouletter

Prey — I’ll always be watch-
ing— The Predator

NW Staff — This week was
alarmingly slow, | loved it! —
EIC

Editors who are graduating —
Though there won’t be scotch and
cigars next week, we’ll make it a
good week. I love you all mucho.
— EIC

Yamsy — We love your presence
in the office. — NW Staff

FE — We’re hanging out quite
a bit this weekend, and Mama’s
looking forward to it. — EIC

Fall 2010 editors — Welcome to
the staff, it’s going to be a wild
ride. — NW staff

Summer edition — You’re al-
ready starting to stress me out.
— Mama

Claire, Whitney and Soneill —
We all need to hang out soon be-
fore graduation. It’s been an awe-
some year. — Lucy

Yamsy — | look forward to every
day with you and every moment.
It’s going to be a great weekend.
— Lucy

EIC — I'm excited to see The
Mousetrap withyou! It’sgonnabe
a lot of fun! 1’'m also glad Yamsy
is coming with us. It’s gonna be
amazing. — FE

This weekend — | look forward
to doing absolutely nothing with
you this weekend — Scotty J

LOST — You’re getting crazy
good. Poor lllana. Why’d ya do
it? Why?! — SCOTT

Vampire Weekend — 1’'m sur-
prised at just how much I’'m en-
joying you. — S

NW — Kisses! — FE

Inspirations
Lack of ridonkulas situations
Long walks on the beach
Darn hippies
The Nuge
Dragon shirt
Homosexuals
Small Glass Jars

Classifieds & Comics

AP STYLISTS —Tom Cory
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LL pitch
thu, April 15th mr
Fri, April 16th & Sat, April 17th: LL long isfards
Alarmists = 0
”””” domestic
Dinner: 4pm-10pm bottles
............. $2
rail chinks

Mention this ad and
g‘et an order of Chips
Salsa or Con Queso
free with your $10 food
pUI’ChaSG (limited time offer)

www.upfrontandcompany.com

THURSDAYS

college

nite

$3 BOMBS, 9PM-MIDNIGHT

SOON...

4/23+4/24: NEW WAVE NATION
4/30+5/1: GIZZAE
5/7+5/8: DAVE TAMKIN
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