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A panoramic view of Marquette’s downtown area. The city’s blend of historical landmarks and comfortable atmosphere was just one of the reasons why it was nominated for the award.

Marquette:

Named one of “12 Distinctive Destinations’

By Alex Eisner
contributing writer

With its historic downtown,
access to Lake Superior, unique
sandstone architecture, mu-
seums and a plethora of local
events, it’s no wonder Mar-
quette has been named one of
“12 Distinctive Destinations”
by the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation.

Originally a mining town,
Marquette and its community
members have kept this unique
heritage alive. Historic land-
marks still around today include
the Landmark Inn, the iron ore
docks, Marquette City Hall and

Marquette County Courthouse.
The iron ore docks along
the Lakefront still remain, and
although the waterfront isn’t
as busy as it once was, the Pr-
esque Isle Dock is still in use
today after almost 100 years.

“The city serves as a major
port for iron ore,” said Mona
Lang, the executive director of
the Downtown Development
Authority.

Built in 1902-1904, the
Marquette County Courthouse
has brought a major film and
tourism to the city. Michigan
Supreme Court Justice John
Voelkner’s novel “Anatomy of
a Murder” is based on a mur-

der in 1952 in which he was
the defense attorney. A few
years later, a film based on the
novel was shot in the Marquette
County Courthouse and pre-
miered in 1959.

“We have historic buildings,
and we’ve been sensitive and
genuine to our history,” Lang
said.

The Landmark Inn opened
in 1930 and housed many fa-
mous guests including Amelia
Earhart. It closed in 1982 due
to lack of maintenance, but it
was reopened after renovations
began in 1995.

See Marquette ¢ page 3
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The Landmark Inn has lodged a variety of guests, ranging from writer
Jim Harrisson to aviator Amelia Earhart.

Stupak scholarship in danger of being cut

By James Dyer
contributing writer

Every day at 4:15 a.m., Ricar-
do Alvarez wakes up, gets some
breakfast and starts running. Al-
varez runs about 65 miles a week

last until 9:20 p.m. With classes
and homework taking up his
downtime, it is difficult to find
time for ajob to pay for school,
he said.

Alvarez and many other ath-
letes at the USOEC rely on the

as a part of B.J. Stu-
his train- p a k

ing to be Many of these athletes don’t Olympic
an Olympic have anything to fall back on. Scholar-
boxer. At 11 ship to
a.m. classes help them
start, and at — Jeff Kleinschmidt pay for
2:15 p.m., he USOEC director school.
hits the gym T h e

to get ready schol-
for practice, arship,

which can sometimes last until
6:30 p.m. On Wednesdays, Alva-
rez, a junior physical education
major and captain of the United
States Olympic Education Cen-
ter (USOEC) boxing team, has to
leave early for night classes that

which can pay up to $20,000 per
year toward the cost of tuition
for Olympic athletes, is one of
the 126 programs that are being
cut in President Obama’s budget
proposal for fiscal year 2011.
Ifthe scholarship does get cut,

NMU will more than likely lose
many of its Olympic athletes
because of financial difficulties,
Alvarez said.

“With the scholarship gone,
a lot of these athletes will dis-
appear,” he said. “If it does get
cut, I will try, but more than
likely 1’m gone too.”

Approximately 65 athletes
from NMU receive the schol-
arship, according to Jeff Klein-
schmidt, director of the USO-
EC.

“Many of these athletes don’t
have anything to fall back on,”
Kleinschmidt said.

NMU’s 71 USOEC athletes
train 1,500 - 2,000 hours every
year, and few are able to hold a
part-time job to pay for school
while maintaining their grades,
he said.

“It’s really important to un-
derstand how important this

scholarship is for athletes,
Kleinschmidt said.

In order to be eligible for the
scholarship, athletes must be
accepted at one of four Olym-
pic training centers around the
country, including the one locat-
ed on NMU’s campus. Students
must also be eligible for Free
Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA) and maintain
a satisfactory academic level.
Generally, the students attend
classes full-time, Kleinschmidt
said, but the scholarship does
not require that athletes take a
minimum of twelve credits.

According to Kleinschmidt,
this isn’t the first time the schol-
arship has been cut from the ex-
ecutive budget.

“Nine out of the 10 years
[the scholarship existed], the
president has not included [the
scholarship] in the budget,” said

Kleinschmidt.

One of the reasons the schol-
arship is often considered ex-
pendable, he said, is that it is
difficult to track an athlete’s
long-term  progress through
school, as most of them receive
their degrees after their Olympic
career. Despite this, Congress
has voted the scholarship back
into the budget each year.

“We are cautiously optimis-
tic,” Kleinschmidt said.

According to Kleinschmidt,
Rep. Bart Stupak has played a
key factor in getting funding for
this scholarship from Congress.
The scholarship, which began in
1998, was renamed in 2000 to
honor Stupak’s son, who passed
away that year.

“While | was disappointed
to see the President’s proposed

See Stupak ¢ page 4
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Briefs

T h ird E ye B lin d com es to N M U

Northern Arts and Entertainment, in coopera-
tion with the Student Finance Committee, are
sponsoring a concert with Third Eye Blind. The
event is scheduled for Wednesday, March 24, at
an undetermined time. Tickets are available for
purchase starting Monday, Feb. 15. Prices are
$20 for the floor and $18 for seating.

— Cameron Witbeck

b lo o d d riv e

The NMU Volunteer Center is putting on the
annual NMU vs. MTU Blood Drive Tuesday,
Feb. 16, in the lower level ofthe LRC.

For the last 10 years that the blood drive has
occurred, Michigan Tech University has doubled
the amount of blood that NMU has given. Com-
munity members and NMU students and staff are
allowed to participate. To donate you must be 17
years old, at least 110 pounds, and haven’t do-
nated blood in the past 56 days. Up to 10 people
can donate at any one time, and the process takes
about an hour, depending on the length of lines.

One pint of blood can save up to three lives
and all the blood donated stays in the U.P. The
blood drive starts at noon and people are allowed
to arrive and donate until 5:45 p.m.

— Adelle Whitefoot

S um m e r jo b fa ir to b e h e Id

There will be a summer job fair Tuesday, Feb.
16 from 1to 3:30 p.m. in the Great Lakes Room
of the University Center. This event will be open
to all students and will include on-campus jobs
for students taking summer classes and oppor-
tunities for students looking to get a job out of
state.

Employers from across the nation will be
present and looking for applicants. Students can
also look for internships. According to Steve La-
Fond, the assistant director for Career Services,
students should be looking for options while at-
tending the job fair. LaFond said that students
should look into what positions are available to
apply for and what employers will be present be-
fore they go to the event.

A list of employers who will be attending is
available under the events section on the Career
Services Web site.

— Audrey Menninga

E th ic s S k ill B wu ild e r! o ffe red

NMU students and the general public are en-
couraged to go to the Skill Builder! “Ethics in
your College Career” on Tuesday, Feb. 16. This
event will examine many ethical and moral di-
lemmas that college students may have to face or
have already faced.

Katie Jensen, the head of the student group
Mortar Board, as well as four other Mortar Board
representatives, will be presenting this Skill Build-
er! Jensen hopes that the event will lead people to
think about options they might not have consid-
ered when making a tough ethical decision.

The event also counts toward the ethics por-
tion of the leadership edge in the Superior Edge
system. According to Jensen, participants in the
Skill Builder! will have the opportunity to discuss
any ethical issues that they have encountered. To
register for this event, call 227-1771 or e-mail
slfp@nmu.edu. Any questions about this event
should be sent to kjensen@nmu.edu.

—Erica Hattis

NEWS

Canyou hear me, meow?

Cameron Witbeck/NW

Jim McMahon, a sophomore speech, langauge and hearing sciences major, screens Wildcat Willy for hearing loss at
the Wildcat Wellness Health Fair. The event was held in the University Center on Tuesday, Feb. 9.

<= ASNMU update-------------

Morgan announces he won't seek reelection for next year

By Cameron Witbeck
news editor

At this week’s meeting of the Asso-
ciated Students of NMU (ASNMU), Ja-
son Morgan, the organization’s current
president, announced that he would not
be seeking reelection in the spring.

Morgan, a junior political science
major, said that he feels that he has ac-
complished a lot of the goals that he set
for himself when he was elected last
spring.

“I"ve poured my heart and soul into
this organization. [I’ve given] all of my
evenings, my weekends, and | think
that | need to pursue other endeavors at
this point,” Morgan said.

During the meeting, on Monday,
Feb. 8 in the Charcoal Room of the

University Center, ASNMU represen-
tatives discussed a proposal from the
NMU Calendar Committee, which may
result in a structural change of the aca-
demic school year. While the proposal
is not solidified, it entails a possible
change of NMU'’s school year to clos-
ing for two months during the winter.
The proposal is being discussed as a
way for the university to save money
on operational costs like heating and
lighting.

Several representatives expressed
concerns that they and their constitu-
ents have with the proposed change,
like how the change might affect class
loads or student employees, while oth-
ers discussed its possible advantages.

“When we got into the nitty gritty of
[the proposal] the reaction was, surpris-

ingly, very positive,” said Josh Corbat,
a senior secondary education integrat-
ed science major and vice president of
ASNMU. “It was an interesting reac-
tion.”

* ASNMU representatives also spoke
about the group’s election process and
tabled a discussion topic that dealt with
changes to organizations bylaws until
ASNMU’s Feb. 15 meeting.

» The appointments of two ASNMU
representatives were unanimously ap-
proved by the body. Zach Fix, a sopho-
more pre-law political science major,
was appointed as an Up-Campus Rep-
resentative and Lauren Murphy, a se-
nior nursing student, was appointed as
an Off-Campus Representative.
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Scholar addresses Chinese social work

By Alex Belz
assistant news editor

A Chinese scholar spoke
about the emergence of social
work in China Wednesday, Feb.
10 in the Mead Auditorium to a
crowd of about 60 students, fac-
ulty and community members.

Xu Yang, the director of so-
cial work at the East China Uni-
versity of Political Science and
Law in Shanghai, said that the
field has been increasing rap-
idly in China over the past de-
cade. In 1999, there were only
30 social work programs at
universities in China. By 2006,
there were more than 200.

“The social change is really
dramatic,” Yang said. “There
is a really great demand for the
development of social work.”

Social work is a professional
field which helps disadvantaged
communities, groups or indi-
viduals in need of assistance.
It was banned in China in the
1950s but was allowed again in
the 1980s. Since that time, the
field has been on the rise. But
Yang said that there are many
problems facing the up-and-
coming field. One of the big-
gest is determining government
involvement in social work.

“Because we are a develop-
ing country, the social work is
quite different from developed
countries. Maybe one of the big
differences is the government’s
role in social work. We have a
large government, but a small
society.  Government really
should take the responsibility to
help to develop social work, but
at the same time if the govern-
ment intervenes too much, some

a r g u e tte =

Continuedfrom page 1

Events such as the UP 200,
Art on the Rocks, Blue’s Festival,
Noguemanon ski race and many
other festivals bring different peo-
ple from all around. According to
Lang, it’s the volunteers that orga-
nize and run the events that make
Marquette special and vibrant.

This award is a good opportu-
nity not only for Marquette, but
NMU as well, said Russell Mag-
naghi, professor and interim de-
partment head of NMU’s history
department. He said it helps pro-
mote the university and its natural
appeal to students looking for a
unique place to live.

“The university can use Mar-
quette and its environment as a
giant laboratory for whichever
subject is being taught which can
promote the area and get students
to come here,” Magnaghi said.

Ashley Wiggins/NW

Xu Yang, a Chinese scholar, spoke to students about the emergence of social work in China in the Mead Auditorium.

agencies may depend on it,”
Yang said. “Is the social worker
working for the government or
is the social worker working for
the agency?”

Because social work educa-
tion and knowledge is obtained
from the West, another chal-
lenge facing social workers in
China is making it work for
China’s unique culture.

“In China, it is perhaps dif-
ferent than in other countries. If
I am a drug abuser, my whole
family will try and protect me.
They wouldn’t even let the
neighbors know that | used

Marquette was also nominated
because of its historic downtown
buildings which are different than
most contemporary buildings.

“One of the characteristics of
the buildings is that they’re built
with sandstone which lends to the
charm and architecture,” Mag-
naghi said.

Lake Superior and the area
which surrounds Marquette also
play a big role in making it a dis-
tinctive destination.

“The hills and the lake around
the city of Marquette make it sort
of a gem and make it what it’s
called, ‘The Queen of the Lake,”
Magnaghi said.

This award not only congratu-
lates the city and its people for
Marquette’s beauty but will also
greatly impact tourism. According
to Nan Taylor, field representative
for the Michigan Historic Preser-
vation Network and the National
Trust for Historic Preservation,

drugs. Sometimes, the whole
family might move to anoth-
er area, just so the neighbors
wouldn’t know. So there are
lots of cultural differences,”
Yang said.

Many of the problems facing
China today are similar to prob-
lems within the United States,
Yang said. Because of the Chi-
nese government’s policy of
allowing only one child per
couple, China faces an increas-
ing crisis of dealing with a large
elderly population and a smaller
working population.

Before her trip to the States,

it’s advertising for the city and
university and tells something
about the quality of life.

“It helps put Marquette on the
map across the country,” said Tay-
lor.

Each year cities all around the
U.S. submit entries for this nation-
ally recognized award. The other
11 competing cities are: Bastrop,
Texas; Cedar Falls, lowa; Chest-
nut Hill, Penn.; The Crooked
Road, Va.; Fort Collins, Colo.;
Huntsville, Ala.; Provincetown,
Mass.; Simsbury, Conn.; Sitka,
Ala.; and St. Louis.

The distinctive destination pro-
gram has been around for more
than 10 years, but this year there
is an added contest for people to
vote for the 2010 Fan Favorite.
To vote, log on to www.preserva-
tionnation.org and click on your
favorite.

Currently, Marquette is in the
lead by about 10 percent.

Yang conducted a study of peo-
ple who have retired and people
who were still working.

“The retired people depend
on the government heavily.
They think, ‘I have worked for
the society, for the country, for
the party, for my whole life.
It is necessary for the govern-
ment to give me some pension.
They think it is natural,” Yang
said. “But for the young people

. they will not depend on the
government as much as their
parents, because they think
‘Maybe | can make more money
to ensure | can live a decent life

when 1 retire.” So the new gen-
eration’s opinions have changed
about retirement and reliance on
the government.”

China is trying to develop
social workers who are quali-
fied and knowledgeable in their
field. Some ofthe professors are
still learning themselves within
the field, Yang said.

“It’s really hard to build
qualified social work in China,
it’s really a challenge,” Yang
said.

Other issues facing Chinese
social workers are drug rehabil-
itation, the homeless, orphans,
mental health issues and correc-
tion service.

Yang was first nominated
to come to NMU as part of the
International Speaker Series by
Ira Hutchinson, a professor and
head of the social work depart-
ment.

Hutchinson first met Yang
when he visited China to give a
lecture at Yang’s university on
family and social change.

“When 1 got back, I nominat-
ed Helen for the International
Speaker Series, so that we could
learn about social work in Chi-
na and Helen could learn more
about social work in the States,”
Hutchinson said. “She’s been
sitting in on some classes and
meeting people who work in so-
cial work agencies.”

Early  Education  Social
Work major Sonia Oja said she
thought the speech was very en-
lightening.

“It was really interesting to
see they have the same prob-
lems as us but to an even greater
extent because ofthe population
difference,” Oja said.
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Granholm says no new education cuts

By Cameron Witbeck
news editor

During her final State of the
State address on Wednesday, Feb.
3, Gov. Jennifer Granholm said
that there will be no new cuts to
Michigan’s educational funding in
her executive budget.

The governor’s budget will be
presented to ajoint session of the
Michigan State Senate and House
of Representatives on Thursday,
Feb. 11. The executive proposal
is just a part of the budgetary
process; the final budget is an
amalgamation of the House, Sen-
ate and executive budgets and is
expected to be completed by July
1 It is possible that cuts will be
present in the final budget if state
legislators propose them.

Les Wong, NMU president,
said that the governor’s statements
concerning educational funding
did not surprise him.

“She has always been a sup-
porter of higher education and
NMU. She is succinctly aware that
an educated Michigan is directly
related to economic prosperity,”
Wong said.

For the past eight years, Michi-
gan has reduced state appropria-
tions for funding higher education.
Wong said that while he would
certainly welcome a scenario in
which there are no further cuts in
the final budget, he is not confi-

dent that this will happen.

“We are proceeding with stra-
tegic planning to preserve the
Northern experience to the best
of our abilities, given a variety of
assumptions about the state’s abil-
ity and/or inability to cover the
[budget deficit], reform itself and
change for the better,” he said.

Last year, Michigan’s budget
included a 2 percent reduction in
state appropriated funds for public
universities. These state appropri-
ated funds and tuition constitute
the majority of a university’s fis-
cal capital.

Wong said because the final
budget may include cuts to appro-
priated funds, he has asked depart-
ments across NMU to consider an
additional 8 percent reduction sce-
nario to help identify where cuts
can be made if necessary.

He also said that NMU is look-
ing at options other than budget
cuts to help address a possible re-
duction in appropriations.

“For me, it’s budget balanc-
ing,” Wong said. “Cuts are only a
part of the answer.”

There are several ideas that
NMU is considering to help meet
a possible reduction in appro-
priations. Some of these include
shifting the academic calendar to
close school for a larger part of
the winter, consolidating the times
and locations of classes to save on
heating and lighting costs, a con-
centration on online classes, and a

financial evaluation of university
programs from athletics to aca-
demics.

Gavin Leach, NMU’s vice
president of finance and admin-
istration, said that some of the
approaches the administration is
considering, like expanding online
courses at NMU, will help gener-
ate revenue for the university by
increasing the number of students
that can be served.

“We are examining a number of
systemic strategies including ener-
gy strategies, revenue generation
ideas, reorganizations, curricular
ideas and potential staffing reduc-
tions,” Leach said. “We continue
to review and explore ideas.”

Leach said that the administra-
tion is communicating with state
legislators in an effort to have a
better understanding of the size
and extent of possible reductions.
He also said that the administra-
tion will work to ensure that the
educational quality of NMU is af-
fected as little as possible by re-
ductions.

“NMU is resilient and has al-
ways done an excellent [job] in
maintaining and enhancing the
NMU experience even in tough
times,” Leach said.

Along with promising no
new cuts to educational spend-
ing for the upcoming fiscal year,
Granholm also said that her bud-
get proposal will allocate for the
Michigan Promise Scholarship to

be reinstated.

“We will identify a creative
way to pay for it, and we will give
it a new focus; keeping our young
people in Michigan when they
earn their degrees,” she said.

Jason Morgan, a junior politi-
cal science major and president of
the Associated Students of NMU
(ASNMU), said that he was im-
pressed by the governor’s proposal
to reinstate the Promise Scholar-
ship. He also said that he believes
its revival is financially feasible
despite the approximately $1.6
billion deficit that is projected for
Michigan in fiscal year 2011.

“[The reinstatement of the
Promise Scholarship] requires our
lawmakers to have the integrity to
look out for students,” said Mor-
gan. “It’s my view that any cuts
to higher education would show a
lack of competency in our legisla-
tors.”

According to Morgan, AS-
NMU will join students from 14
other schools inMichigan at a ral-
ly in Lansing on Friday, March 25
to advocate against cuts to higher
education funding.

“l think NMU students need
to know that we are facing one
of the worst budget deficits in our
lifetimes, but we cannot accept
that as an excuse to let education
be cut. Cuts to higher education
funding are a tax on students; we
need to stand up and fight for our
funding.”
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fiscal year 2011 budget elimi-
nate the B.J. Stupak Olympic
Scholarship, it does not come
as a total surprise,” Stupak
said in a press release. “We
have been down this road be-
fore, and we have been able
to secure funding each time.”

Many Olympians, Stu-
pak said, do not go on with
their athletic careers after the
Olympics. The B.J. Stupak
Olympic Scholarship is in-
tended to help these athletes
graduate from college and en-
ter the workforce.

“These men and women
are pushed to both the physi-
cal limits and financial limits
for the chance to represent our
nation at the Olympic Games.
This scholarship helps them
reach their dreams athletical-
ly and educationally and is a
valuable investment in these
young men and women,” Stu-
pak said.

If the scholarship does get
cut, many athletes don’t have
much to go back to, said Al-
varez, who said that without
it, he might have to go back
to his job in a factory.

“Some of these guys don’t
even know how to start get-
ting jobs,” he said. “They’ve
spent their whole lives [train-
ing],.. we could lose a lot.”

3502 C.B. HEDGTCOCK

CAREERS@ NMU.EDU
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Dr. Allan L. Niemi Scholarship

What do these NMU Students have in common?
Linda Stephen 1980 They all won the $1,000 Dr. Allan Niemi Scholarship!

Anne Messing 1991

Applications are currently being accepted for the Dr. Allan L. Niemi Scholarship.
Pascle Mark 1992

Origin: Established in 1985 by alumni and friends of Dr. Allan L. Niemi,

Keith Hug 1993 . . . . . . . .
former Professor of Music and Vice President for Student Affairs, prior to his retirement in 1981.

Jeanette Zalba 1994

Lori Anne Ryding 1996 Eligibility: The recipient must be ajunior or senior with at least two semesters remaining prior to graduation

and must meet the following additional requirements:
Sarah Braman 1997

1. Contributed significantly to the on-campus living environment in residence halls or
Ronald Seaberry Jr. 1998 g y P 9

. University apartments (Note: The student does not need to currently be living on-campus.)
Nathaniel Dawson 1999

2. Earned a minimum grade point average of 2.70
Rebecca Andersen 2000

3. Preference will be given to U.P. high school graduates
Jedidiah Freidrich 2001

Erin Spencer 2002 Amount: $1,000 for the next academic year
Barbara Baciak 2003

Monique Yoder 2004 Anyone who has made a significant impactin on-campus living is eligible to apply

. L for the Allan Niemi Scholarship. Applications are available at:
Jessica Vining 2005

Jeron Schmidt 2006 e Housing and Residence Life Office (2101 Hedgcock)
Megan Sarder 2007 « All residence hall desks

Jennifer Turri 2008
« Woodland Park Apartments front desk

Applications must be submitted to the Housing and Residence Life Office by Friday, February 26, 2010.
Please contact the Housing and Residence Life Office with any questions at (906) 227-2622.
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Staff Editorial

NorthWind to report on ASNMU

Starting this week, the North Wind will
run a short weekly article highlighting the
Associated Students of Northern Michigan
University (ASNMU), including what is
covered at their meetings and what projects
will be a priority throughout the week.

ASNMU is the student-run government
that acts as a voice of the students, though
the effectiveness of this voice is debatable.

In the past, there has been concern about
whether ASNMU is competently represent-
ing the students. Throughout the school year,
at their weekly meetings, debate is raised on
whether the organization is doing enough to
be transparent.

We feel that ASNMU members could be
doing more to effectively represent the stu-
dents who elect them, and with a weekly ar-
ticle, we hope to do our part in making stu-
dents more aware of what their student body
is achieving. These articles will address what
happened at the weekly meetings or cover is-
sues with which ASNMU is occupied.

These topics affect students, like this
week’s discussion on a change to the aca-
demic calendar, but these meetings are rare-
ly attended by the public. We will act as a
watchdog for the students, writing on what
ASNMU is discussing.

This year’s board has been active; its
work to voice student opinion on the Prom-

2310 University Center, Marquette, M1 49855

Phone: (906) 227-2545

Lucy Hough
Editor in Chief

Ashley Wiggins
Photo Editor

ise Scholarship was wide-ranging from ral-
lies held in the academic mall to encourag-
ing students to call their state senators to
document how much they rely on the schol-
arship. They also heard student concerns
about parking issues when University Cen-
ter employees were ticketed en masse last
semester. But even when the board is active
as such, students are rarely aware of what is
happening. We hope that our weekly article
will bring the work or lack thereof to stu-
dents’ attention.

In order to understand our weekly AS-
NMU update, students might need to know
that the board is composed of representatives
who are supposed to address the issues of
their constituents. We think that more could
be done to make students aware that these
resources are available to them. The repre-
sentatives have the means to answer ques-
tions and constitute change, but the only way
to do so is to reach out and let students know
that they’re available.

We hope to shrink the gap between ASN-
MU and the constituents they represent with
this weekly article highlighting what they are
discussing at their meetings and where their
priorities lie. This level of transparency will
help bring ASNMU and the student body to-
gether for a more effective representation of
the student voice.

The North Wind

Crossing\Winds

Down

2. Marquette just became one of 12 Destinations
3. The Editor in Chief of the North Wind

7. President of Northern Michigan University

8. What country is Vancouver in?

9. Movie title: Yours, Mine, and

11. Acronym for our student government

Across

1 U.S. Senate’s majority leader

4. 2010 Super Bowl Most Valuable Player

5. The god of erotic love and beauty in Roman mythology
6. On Tuesday, this state suffered from an earthquake

10. U.S. representative for Michigan’s 1st Congressional
District

12. The current Forest Roberts Theater production

Letter Policy

Letters to the Editor must include a full name, year, major and a
phone number for verification. Please limit letters to 250 words or
less.

All letters may be edited for grammar and length.

Letters can be mailed to The North Wind, 2310 University Center,
1401 Presque Isle Ave., Marquette, M1 49855.

Letters can also be submitted via e-mail to editor.northwind@
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For What It’sW orth

By Lucia Lopez - Opinion Editor

Tom Cory/ NW

Internet Isn’t worthy
of Nobel Peace Prize

In the last year alone, corpo-
rations became individuals, Jon
Stewart was named the ‘Most
trusted man in America,” the
Saints turned into Super Bowl
material and Massachusetts has,
for the first time in 47 years,
elected a Republican senator.

And, just when | thought it
couldn’t get any stranger, the
Nobel committee short listed the
Internet as a candidate for
the Nobel Peace Prize. Yes,
that’s correct: the Internet.
Apparently, anything is
possible in this new decade
and even inanimate objects
can win awards.

Every year, the Nobel
committee invites university pro-
fessors, past Laureates, scientists
and others to submit candidates
for Laureate nomination. The
Norwegian Nobel Committee
has a policy of not releasing the
names of nominees for 50 years
after the selection, but oftentimes,
the people who nominate them
make their choices public. Suchis
the case for the Internet. The Ital-
ian version of ‘Wired” magazine
selected the Internet for submis-
sion and last week, the entry was
legitimized by the Nobel commit-
tee.

According to Alfred Nobel’s
will, the Laureates “shall have
done the most or the bestwork for
fraternity between nations, for the
abolition or reduction of standing
armies and for the holding and
promotion of peace congresses.”

Since the Internet hasn’t ever

retrieved troops or created a com-
mittee to search for peace, it’s
only logical that the committee
accepted the nomination due to
its work for fraternity between
nations.

I must admit that the Internet
has been a great tool that has en-
couraged promoted democracy
in the world. After all, cries of
protests in Iran last June became

With this criterion, the hammer
should also be nominated for the

Peace Prize.

known to the rest of the world
through none other than Twitter.
And, like Italian ‘“Wired’ maga-
zine said in their video submis-
sion for the Internet’s nomination,
the Web is advancing dialogue,
debate and consensus through
communication.

But just like the Internet has
facilitated some peace, it has fa-
cilitated plenty of hate. One need
not look further than collegeach.
com, a site dedicated to anony-
mous posts that, more often than
not, are too malicious to print in
this column. Clearly, this site isn’t
the only to perpetuate hate and
the Internet only makes it easier
to do so.

With this criterion, the ham-
mer should also be nominated
for the Peace Prize. It, too, is a
tool that can be used to promote
and advance democracy around

the world. Undoubtedly, it has
built houses as part of Habitat
for Humanity, but this was pos-
sible only because someone held
it and hammered nails to build a
home. That’s the key: there has
to be someone to use it. And, that
someone — whether it is a Chi-
nese dissident or a Russian hu-
man rights activist — is person
who deserves the prize.

Alas, it’s not like this is
the first time that the Norwe-
gian committee has dimin-
ished standards for Laureate
candidates. After all, Henry
Kissinger became a Laureate
despite his role in bombings
in Cambodia and Laos which
caused thousands of civilian
deaths. President Barack Obama
also received the honor of the
Nobel Prize last year, though I’'m
still trying to figure out why.

I can handle the Saints win-
ning, |1 can somewhat stand the
thought of corporations as indi-
viduals, of Scott Brown as Sena-
tor and | can enjoy that Stewart is
the ‘Most trusted man in Amer-
ica,” but despite the common
myth, the sky doesnt need to be
the limit— the Internet can be the
boundary quite justifiably (so can
the hammer). There are plenty of
people who have caused change
and have become a driving force
for peace into the world — per-
haps by utilizing the Internet and
perhaps without — but either
way, those are the people that de-
serve the prize and the ones who
can actually appreciate it.
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_ess television
per day keeps
the doctor away

G u e st

C o lu m n

Melissa
Young

Through the years, technol-
ogy has expanded and, in some
ways, it has made people become
a bit lazy. It seems as though no
one has time to sit and relax any-
more; there is always something
going on.

But, it’s not like we can
blame children for becoming
lazy or for surrounding them-
selves with technology because
it really is something they have
never lived without. We have to
face the fact that this will never
change and technology will still
grow throughout the years. We
have to focus on what we can
do: we can set rules as to when
and how often children can be on
the computer, listen to music or
watch TV.

My parents often talk about
how it was ‘back then’and how
laid back everything was before
this crazy influx of technology.
In order for children to be more
involved in day-to-day personal
communication parents need to
be involved in making that pos-
sible.

According to a Jan. 28 com-
mentary in the New York Times,
if children start surrounding
themselves for hours on the com-
puter or watching TV, there will
come a point where verbal com-
munication will lack in a child’s
life and just get worse as they
become older.

Nowadays there are so many
different types of shows with
different types of commercials.
Even if children aren’t watching
violent shows they can still catch
it from commercials. Limi TV, an
organization promoting growth
and achievement, said that the
average child watches 40,000
commercials per year which is
damaging their self-esteem and
causing more violence in their
lives by what they are viewing.

The commentary in the New
York Times also states that young
children spend almost seven and
a half hours a day using some
type of electronic device. The
downfall to this new technol-
ogy has made some children lazy
in almost every way. Instead of
walking over to a friend’s house
children can just text or when
they need information they can
just find it on the internet without
even having to go to the library.
More and more, children are
staying in to watch TV instead
of going to play outside. Parents
are just standing by while their
children sit in front ofa TV or a
computer for hours.

So many parents talk about
how much of a problem this is for
their children, but the real prob-
lem is that parents aren’t trying
something new. Why is nothing
being done to stop it?

The Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) has recently come up
with a plan to encourage parents
to get their children moving. Sit-
ting a child in front of the TV,
so parents can get work done is
the easy way out. Instead parents
should be aware of how much
health risks have increased and
make sure their children become
more active. The program is
called “60: Play. Every day. Ev-
ery way.” Fitness issues are fac-
ing children now more than ever
and it is important to do some-
thing about it. Indeed technology
has benefits to its expansion, such
as being able to locate children
faster and parental control over
TV content, but | feel as though
everyone can agree that there is
a point where electronics can be
turned off and face-to-face com-
munication can be incorporated.

Personal communication is
fading fast, and in order to pre-
vent that from happening, par-
ents need to take a more active
role and stress the importance
of communication as well as the
health risks involved with sitting
in front of a TV for excessive
amounts of time.

Interested in sharing your opinions?
Questions, comments or concerns?
E-mail opinion.northwind@gmail.com

WWW.

TheNorthWindOnline

.00m
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Caffeme sugar not the best options

C h e w O n

T h is

Robin
Rahoi

Caffeine and sugar seem to
be a staple in the average college
student’s diet. But how much is
too much?

Many obesity studies are point-
ing to the addition of refined sug-
ars and overconsumption of those
sugars as a culprit in decreased
health and increased weight.

Sugars are the simplest form of
carbohydrate and are found natu-
rally in foods such as milk, fruits
and starchy vegetables. Refined
sugars, such as sucrose and high

Ban on

S ta ff

C o lum n

Margaret
Ylitalo

Since September of 2004,
French children have not been
permitted to wear headscarves in
classrooms. This ban has been up-
held, and on Jan. 26, French law-
makers submitted a report to Par-
liament to ban full-facial veils in
government offices, public transit
and hospitals.

A six-month debate ended the
original intent to ban the full-facial
veil in all public places. Fortunate-
ly, the panel was not able to agree
to this degree of eradication; it is

Sound Off

Drew Dean
Freshman
Environmental Conservation

‘Biases can alter certain
peoples views because they
hear it in the news.”

fructose corn syrup are found as
additives in many foods on the
market. Carbohydrates, natural
or refined, act to raise your blood
sugar. This rise in blood sugar
is necessary to supply your cells
with energy. If you consume too
many calories over time, whether
those calories come from sugar
or not, you will eventually gain
weight.

Luckily, caffeine contains no
calories so a cup of black cof-
fee with no additions won’t add
calories to your day. It is when
we start adding “extras” that we
change the profile of a basic cup
of coffee.

Additions of syrups, mocha,
chocolate chips and whipped
cream all add a substantial
amount of calories to espresso

headscarves wont cause

wrong to force women to remove
their headscarves.

Critics think veils promote gen-
der inequality, extremism and in-
sultthe French secular system.

French President Jacques Chi-
rac thinks it is necessary to ban
headscarves in order to retain the
secularity of France, taking into
consideration the importance of
separation of religion and state.
However, government regulation
of religious symbols and head-
scarves would not uphold that val-
ue; itwould vehemently oppose it.

If the government forces wom-
ento remove the headscarves, they
will turn their religious opinions
into public policy.

If the minority of France’s 5
million Muslims who wear head-
scarves must remove them be-

drinks. Commonly, whole or two
percent milk is commonly used
in espresso based drinks but can
be substituted with fat-free milk.
That change alone can save be-
tween 80 and 112 calories ina 16
ounces beverage. Flavored syrups
can add between 20 and 60 calo-
ries per pump, which is equal to
.35 ounces.

If giving up the sweet taste is
not an option, reducing the nor-
mal amount by half or taking ad-
vantage of the sugar-free sweet-
eners that are offered in many
shops will also cut down on sugar
and calorie intake. Removing the
whipped cream from beverages
can shave off an additional 70
calories. The size of your bever-
age will also change the calories
in the cup.

fore entering a hospital or train,
they will face the uncomfortable
knowledge that the government
has a problem with their beliefs.
It would be a direct interaction of
religion and state.

According to a Jan. 25 Associ-
ated Press article, the head of the
lawmakers, Communist Andre
Gerin, claims that France needs to
“progress” toward a veil-free pub-
lic; this will be a step toward get-
ting rid of Islam’s “black tide o f ...
fundamentalism.”

Though the veil may oppress
women, being stripped of head-
scarves would cause self-con-
sciousness in them. “It’s like ask-
ing us to go naked,” 19-year-old
Oumeima Naceri said in the Feb.
1issue of Time magazine. Women
should not be forced to wear head-

For most people, moderate
doses of caffeine, less than two
16 ounces brewed coffees a day
or about 200-300mg of caffeine
total, isn’t harmful. But, accord-
ing to the Mayo Clinic, too much
caffeine can cause adverse side
effects, such as nervousness, irri-
tability, increased blood pressure
and insomnia.

Tea is also a popular caffein-
ated choice among students. It’s
also a great choice since green,
black and white teas offer healthy
components such as antioxidants
and polyphenols that help to keep
your heart healthy. Fortunately,
brewed tea without any extra ad-
ditions has no calories no matter
what size the cup, making it a
pretty smart choice.

And for those students who

scarves, but they should have the
choice.

In Moroccan feminist Fatima
Mernissi’s book “Sheherazade
Goes West,” she tells of encounter-
ing Western women and men dom-
inating us. It was shocking to her
that when we age, when our hips
expand and when we don't fit into
a size six pair ofjeans, our society
labels us as “ugly.”

Also, in the Western world, the
cosmetics and diet industries are
gigantic. The importance of youth-
fulness masks mature women.

The majority of clothing de-
signers are males, and heterosexual
women prefer men who are older
and larger than they are. Mernissi
thinks this is actually a more effec-
tive form of oppression than the
use of enclosed harems: if conser-

What role do political biasesplay in the news media?

Ryan Rhoades
Sophomore
Marketing

“Certain media sources have
different biases and they affect
our views.”

Zach Fix
Sophomore
Pre-law/Political Sciences

“1tplays a significant role
in slanting how we hear
the news either left or
right.”

decide to forego the coffee but
still want a caffeine kick, energy
drinks are a popular choice, but
exactly how good or bad can they
be? The fact is that they only pro-
vide a temporary energy boost,
and the surge in energy is from
the large amount of sugar and
caffeine these drinks contain.

Realize that if the reason for
caffeine and sugar consumption
is due to being frequently tired
or run-down, there are healthier
ways to boost your energy. Ad-
equate sleep, exercising regularly
and eating a healthy dietwill help.
These strategies will not only in-
crease your energy but also will
help you maintain your overall
physical and mental fitness in the
long run.

change

vative high ranking Shiite religious
leaders — Avyatollahs — knew
about this tactic, they would use it.

French sociologist Pierre Bour-
dieu calls this symbolic violence
because there is no physical re-
straint, but women accept this be-
littlement. It is no better than wear-
ing a veil. Some Muslim women
choose to cover their faces. Some
Western women bare their bodies.
It would be wrong to regulate one
but not the other because of gender
inequality.

Forcing women to remove their
veils would be a bigoted act. It
would harm France’s separation of
religionand state. Itwould promote
closed-mindedness and would not
alleviate gender inequality. Control
is unnecessary in effecting change.

Compiled by Justin Key

Aubrey Bitson
Sophomore
Health Fitness Management

“Getpeople on the band
wagon because ofhow the
news covers topics.”

Ryan Suemnicht
Freshman
Criminal Justice

“They influence everyone in the
country that watches the news
or reads newspapers”
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Arts & kE

Annual

By Melissa Seelye
contributing writer

Whatever happened to the
dances and proms of high school
days? For most college students,
special nights such as those are
hard to come by. On Saturday,
Feb. 13, however, Steppin’ Out
Ballroom Dance Club’s second
Annual Ball will be just that: a
very special night.

NMU’s Steppin’ Out Ball-
room Dance Club, in coopera-
tion with the International Dance
Program, will be putting on this
year’s event. Westerly Winds Big
Band will provide the musical
entertainment once again.

Westerly Winds is a 14-piece
band and one of the best swing
bands in the area for listening and
dancing to, according to Kelsey
Drew, a junior secondary math
education major and president of
the Steppin’ Out Ballroom Dance
Club.

“You don’t get to dance to a
live band very often, so | encour-
age everybody to jump on the op-
portunity. This is a one day a year
event,” Drew said.

For students looking to try
formal dancing for the first time,
Drew encouraged them to attend
the ball.

“It would be a very good way

ntertainment
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Ball unites community, students

to see different levels of danc-
ing—you can pick up different
types of dances that you [might]
be interested in trying,” she said.

Among the dances featured at
the ball, Drew said there will be a
lot of swing, the foxtrot, tangos,
and the Latin-inspired cha-cha
and salsa.

“l find that people who were
in band or have had some musical
background often pick up faster
than people who don’t have any
musical background just because
they can pick up a beat better ...
or quicker,” Drew said. “But re-
ally anybody can try to learn how
to dance.”

To further help newcomers
learn the dance moves, Drew
said that members of the group
will incorporate brief sets of in-
struction during breaks between
dances. The more experienced
dancers will try to make people
of all levels feel comfortable and
enjoy themselves.

Though it is no longer the
President’s Ball, NMU President
Les Wong and his wife, Phyllis
Wong, did attend last year’s An-
nual Ball. However, the event is
less formal than it used to be and
more accomadating to the stu-
dents and the community.

“It’s a good way to interact
with the community. There are a
lot of people [here] who dance.

Top: President Wong and his wife, Phyllis enjoy a dance together at last year’s annual ball.
Left and right: Students and community members alike get their groove on on the dance floor

It’s quite often an overlooked
thing,” Drew said.

For this year’s event, Drew
hopes to at least match the atten-
dance of last year’s ball, which
drew about 40 community mem-
bers and 30 students. She would
love to see the Annual Ball be-
come a tradition of its own.

“l would definitely want to
come back to it even after [gradu-
ation],” Drew said.

Aside from the food, music
and dancing, the ball is an oppor-
tunity to socialize and network.
Danielle Hernandez is a fifth year
secondary education major and
has been a member of Steppin’
Out for the past three years. Her-
nandez appreciates the chance to
meet new people and give advice
to t hose who haven’t attended
the ball before.

“Expect to meet some great
people and be inspired to dance
and to enjoy dancing of all differ-
ent types,” Hernandez said.

Hernandez also said that the
most important thing is to relax
and not worry so much about the
steps.

“There’s always a right step to
take with certain dances but ev-
eryone’s learning and that’s the
best part,” she said.

The members of the group
all seemed to agree that there’s
something unique and wonder-

ful about the ball. Hernandez
contrasted it with a concert or
a lecture, events where she said
you don’t get as much out of the
experience.

“When you think about con-
certs, they’re very impersonal
and big, everyone’s a number.
But did you learn anything from
the event? Did you go home and
want to tell all of your friends that
you danced with this really great
dancer and didn’t fall on your
face? ... [Dancing] is personal,”
Hernandez said.

What makes it so are the con-
nections made between danc-
ers, especially during the mixers
where dancers change partners as
the women circulate the room in
one direction and the men in the
other.

“You never know who might
show up and say, ‘Hey, let’s
dance,’”” Hernandezs said.

Nikki Spicer, a sophomore zo-
ology major who joined the club
just this year, said that having a
good time is what makes dancing
such a great experience for her.

“| absolutely love dancing. |
love the people in the group and
[practices are] honestly the high-
light of my week,” Spicer said.

For Spicer, the best part of
Steppin’ Out has been working
with other members of the club.

“They’re all willing to help

you, even if they’re not your
dance partner,” Spicer said.

Steppin’ Out meets Sundays at
7 p.m. Group members encour-
age anyone interested in learning
more or going over dances that
were covered at the ball to join
them.

The ball is a semi-formal
event which allows students to
make it as formal as they want.
Steppin’ Out does ask, however,
that no one wear jeans. Clean,
dry shoes are also important, as a
temporary wood dance floor will
be brought in.

For those students and com-
munity members who have pur-
chased their tickets in advance,
the evening will begin with so-
cial hors d’muvres at 6 p.m. and
a plated dinner by Conference &
Catering at 6:30 p.m. Following
dessert, the band will play three
sets from 8to 11 p.m. in the Great
Lakes Rooms of the Univeristy
Center. Students interested in the
dance portion of the ball but who
have not purchased a ticket can
enter for free with their student
ID after 8 p.m. as part of their
Student Activity Fee.

Photos and packages will also
be on sale at the ball through
AbysmalVesper Photography.
Anyone with questions should
contact Kelsey Drew at kdrew@
nmu.edu.
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By Scott Viau
features editor

OnJan. 24, 1996, “Rent” creator Jonathan Larson died of
an aortic dissection. His death came one day before “Rent”
was scheduled to open at the New York Theatre Workshop.
For a play that contains themes of living each day to the
fullest and believing in love, Larson’s death served to fur-
ther the intent of his musical.

Over the years, “Rent” has had over 5,000 performanc-
es at the Nederlander Theatre in New York City and has
spawned several domestic and foreign tours. Now, “Rent”
has come to Northern where students, faculty and commu-
nity members alike can see for themselves why many con-
sider “Rent” to be one of the best musicals of the *90s.

Communication and performance studies professor
Shelly Russell said the show will hit its audience like a rock
concert.

“It’s some of the best music you’ve ever heard, telling
a story that all of us are aware of,” Russell said. “This is
really a show for [our] time. The first time | heard it | said
,‘I’ve got to work with students on this show.” It’s so harsh,
real, troubling and yet reassuring.”

Given the huge popularity of “Rent” and the fact it has
won several awards, including a Pultizer, the difficulty of
staging it may be severe, but Russell felt that the more chal-
lenging aspects included the thematic issues and the mu-
sic.

“The music was much more difficult than we expected.
We’re doing a rock show, but we’re also doing a rock show
that was arranged for the finest voices on Broadway,” Rus-
sell said. “Besides that, we’re dealing with huge emotional
issues. This is a group of young people who are telling a
story that involves AIDS, homosexuality, racism and preju-
dice.”

Getting the rights to perform “Rent” is not an inexpen-
sive endeavor. Russell said they had to ask themselves if

putting on the show might be too expensive, but after re-
reading the script, Russell realized that they had to do the
show.

Once the rights were in place, Russell set her sights on
finding the right actors to make the characters on stage
come alive. Russell said that the right actors came to audi-
tion, though.

“The voices are astounding,” Russell said. “When you
hear the show, you’ll be amazed. We just got extremely
good voices.”

Playing Roger, one of the leading roles in “Rent,” is
Curtiss O’Rorke Stedman. Stedman’s face is undoubtedly
a familiar one to students on campus. Recently, he was seen
in the Vista Theatre’s production of “The Rocky Horror
Show.”

Like “Rocky Horror,” Stedman had never seen a pro-
duction of “Rent” until a week or so before auditions were
to be held. When he finally watched the movie, Stedman
thought it looked like a lot of fun and decided to audition.

Stedman said that his favorite part of the play is working
with the cast and crew and having a good time with them.

“Rarely is it possible to meet so many talented and kind
individuals working rigorously for a month together to
create a stimulating visual and audio spectacle and all the
while building friendships that will no doubt carry on far
beyond the final show,” Stedman said.

Stedman elaborated that “Rent” is not the only thing the
students have going on in their life. A large amount of dedi-
cation is required to make the production look as good as it
should. Students also havejobs and class during the day and
then they spend their nights perfecting their performances.

“We come ready to practice and perform every night be-
cause we get our rocks off burning the candle at both ends
and wouldn’t have it any other way,” Stedman said.

Yet for as much work as Stedman put into the play, he
found the most challenging aspect of the play to be that
which he had to do most: acting and singing. Despite being

in “Rocky Horror,” Stedman still thinks he has no acting
experience and has been struggling to connect with some-
one that illustrates complete opposite characteristics than
himself.

Although Stedman said he had difficulty connecting
with the character he is playing, there are indeed similari-
ties between the two.

“Roger and | share the same sentiment when it comes
to writing songs,” Stedman said. “However, his desires to
write and mine are completely and utterly different for very
obvious reasons that are portrayed early in the show.”

This semester marks Stedman’s last at Northern. Al-
though his experiences in the theater have been somewhat
extensive in the past few months, Stedman has expressed
a bit of regret over not participating during his first years
here.

“I am sorry that | was such a bump on a log in my prior
years here,” Stedman said. “I am happy to have met people
here that inspired and pushed me to partake in theater.”

Elementary education major Ben Filipowicz landed the
role of Mark, another lead role and the roommate to Roger.
Filipowicz, unlike Stedman, was very familiar with the play
and had been since he was a freshman in high school.

“I immediately fell in love with it and have been learn-
ing every song in the show since then,” Filipowicz said.
“Mark was a dream role.”

For those out there who have never seen or even heard of
“Rent,” Filipowicz said that “Rent” is about what the world
lacks and what it needs to be a better place.

“It’s about how people don’t connect on any level any-
more and how communication has gone down the drain,”
Filipowicz said. “Larson was trying to bring musical theatre
to the MTV generation. Not only did he do that, but he did
it well.”

“Rent” will be performed Feb. 16-20 at 7:30 p.m. with a
special matinee performance at 1 p.m. on Feb. 20. Tickets
are available at any EZ ticket outlet.
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Heart-wrenching ‘Precious’inspires hope

By Scott Viau
features editor

Movies about the difficulties
of the underprivileged are a dime
a dozen. The protagonist is given
a trying circumstance and must
then overcome it in order to learn
a valuable life lesson. “Precious:
Based on the Novel ‘Push’ by
Sapphire” is indeed a film with
such a theme, but it would be an
insult to the filmmakers to over-
look it based solely on that fact.
The inspiration it holds is at the
end of a long, hellish road that no

one should have to travel.
Claireece  Precious Jones
(Sidibe), better known as simply
Precious, has not had the easi-
est life. She’s pregnant with her
second child, her first one has
Down Syndrome and both were
conceived by her father. To make
matters worse, Mary (Mo’Nique),
Precious’ mom, treats her like
complete garbage, with nothing
but contempt. To Mary, Precious
is nothing but a constant reminder
of all the mistakes she has made
in her life. Further exacerbat-
ing Precious’ situation is the fact
that she’s illiterate and can barely
make it through school. When an
opportunity to enroll in an alterna-

tive school comes along, Precious
seizes the chance and through it
she learns of the strength she has
inside and the love she can give
to those around her.

I never thought 1’d write the
following words: Mo’Nique’s
performance is a revelation. The
raw emotion she’s able to con-
vey will shake you to your core,
as will Sidibe’s. Both of these
actresses more than deserve the
award nominations they have
been receiving and Mo’Nique
does deserve to win an Oscar for
her portrayal of one of the most
emotionally repulsive women in
cinema. Her character is dark,
disturbing and highly unsettling.

Sidibe is nothing short of a mi-
raculous discovery. Her true tal-
ent is revealed when the actress
has appeared on talk shows and
is delightful, charming and even
bubbly, which is in stark contrast
to the scarred, angry and con-
fused character she plays. One of
the biggest surprise performanc-
es comes from Mariah Carey. It’s
hard to express just how refresh-
ing it is to see her in a role that
actually matters, and it’s slightly
mind-boggling to compare her
excellent performance here to the
vapid personality we’re shown in
real life.

Director Daniels has taken a
time-worn story of loss and hope

and breathed new life into it. It
must have been fascinating to
be able to sit behind the camera
and watch him direct his actors to
such of levels of pure emotional
truth. Throughout the film, we’re
given little glimpses into Pre-
cious’ fantasy world where she
imagines herself famous. These
scenes are a nice touch by Dan-
iels, as the audience does need a
light touch to contrast the dark-
ness surrounding these charac-
ters.

I wasn’t quite sure how | felt
about the cinematography while
watching the film. Daniels goes
for the shaky, quick-zoom style

of documentaries to drive home
the realism of the story. At first
it comes across as being merely
a pretentious affectation, but the
more one gets into the story the
more one realizes that the cin-
ematography is helping you be-
come more involved in the plot,
not hindering.

“Precious” is one of the most
emotionally draining films of the
year. Although some people refer
to movies in this genre as “de-
pression porn,” it’s a film that can
make you cry and inspire you in
the same scene. It may be tragic,
but it’s a film that deserves to be
seen.

Photos courtesy of Yahoo!

Precious (Sidibe) and her Mom (Mo’Nique) falsity their lifestyle for their
case worker in order the keep the welfare checks rolling in.

Taut suspense to be found in “Locker’

By Brett Hilbrandt
staff writer

With the Academy Awards
just around the corner (March 7),
the two films leading in nomina-
tions are “Avatar” and “The Hurt
Locker,” both with nine nomina-
tions. While “Avatar” is break-
ing records every day, “Locker”
only made $13 million at the box
office. It may not be as widely
known as those lovable blue
warriors, but “The Hurt Locker”
is one hell of a film.

Sgt. JT Sandborn (Anthony
Mackie) and Spc. Owen El-
dridge (Brian Geraghty) are

Film: The Hurt Locker
Director: Kathryn Bigelow

Producers: Mark Boal,
Greg Shapiro

Writers: Mark Boal,
Kathryn Bigelow

Starring: Jeremy Renner,
Guy Pearce

Runtime: 116 minutes

Rating: R

emotionally damaged after their
comrade is killed by a bomb he
was attempting to defuse. Bomb
specialist Sergeant First Class
William James (Renner) is then
sent in and they attempt to de-
fuse bombs in Baghdad. After a
couple brave stunts that are not
protocol, Sandborn and Eldridge
realize that James uses the thrill
of bomb defusing as his drug of
choice. The crew is putinto great
danger day after day, as the entire
crew struggles to keep their san-
ity until they can return to their
families, hopefully alive.

Renner is up for the Acad-
emy Award for best leading ac-
tor, and | would like to see him
win. His performance as a man
who has some serious psycho-
logical issues is phenomenal.

Renner steals every scene, and
because his performance is so
powerful it makes the movie
even more suspenseful as well as
emotional. I did not expect much
from Anthony Mackie during the
beginning of this film, but he re-
ally impressed me. His acting is
very solid, especially when he
slowly begins to lose his sanity.
Geraghty plays the little brother
role well in this movie, and his
character’s view on death is es-
pecially creepy. The rest of the
supporting cast is great, but these
three actors should be proud of
themselves.

This film is easily the best
war movie to come out since
“Saving Private Ryan,” but in a
much different way. The amount
of suspense this film gives off is
something that very few films
have ever reached. Everything
about this movie is excellent;
from the amazing story to one
of my personal favorite charac-
ters of all time, this movie has it
all. The story seems straightfor-
ward at first, but after a couple
of viewings | have come to the
conclusion that this is one of
the most intelligent war films of
all time. The physiological and
psychological anguish that each
character goes through seems le-
git, and the story never goes over
the top.

Bigelow has a solid chance at
winning the award for best direc-
tor, but she has some stiff compe-

tition from her ex-husbhand James
Cameron (“Avatar”). While some
of her previous films like “Point
Break” and “Near Dark” are
considered good films, she truly
out did herself with “The Hurt
Locker.” From the great casting
to the beautiful camera shots this
is what movies should look and
feel like.

The score by Marco Beltrami
and Buck Sanders is truly inge-
nious. The amount of suspense
they build is more than fitting for
this film, and that is why they are
also nominated for an Academy
Award for this film. The cinema-
tography by Oscar-nominated
Barry Ackroyd was my favorite
part of this film, and in my opin-
ion is next only to “Inglourious

Basterds.” This is truly the best
cinematography of the year. The
sound effects are outstanding in
this film, and the special effects
are top notch.

This is a must see movie, but
we never got it in Marquette’s
theaters while it was in rotation.
This is the defining movie for
modern military, and it may be
hard for some people to watch
because of some realistic grue-
some images. Do not go into this
movie thinking it contains Mi-
chael Bay style action sequences
where buildings are exploding
everywhere; this movie is much
more than big explosions. We
will see if this film captures the
Oscar, but even if it does not this
film should not be ignored.

Photos courtesy of Yahoo!

Bomb Specialist William James (Renner) finds he is surrounded by bombs
and must figure out a way to diffuse them all without Killing himself.
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V alentine’s Day celebrated around N orthern

Les Wong, NMU President

Valentine’s Day brings up many images for many different people:
candy hearts, flowers and greeting cards are just a few of the many
things associated with the holiday. But for Les Wong, Valentine’s Day
is more than the typical romantic holiday: it’s an anniversary.

“Students might find this extraordinary- my wife and | have known
each other since we were 16 years old,” Wong said. “We’ve actually
been lifelong mates for quite a while. So | guess in a way Valentine’s
Day marks our formal commitment of getting engaged.”

Wong said that he and his wife have a rule of being alone on Valen-
tine’s Day. They try to avoid serious business on the holiday and have
some quiet time together.

“Our plan is to do some cross country skiing. She likes taking pho-
tos out in the wild so we’ll probably take our snowshoes with us,”
Wong said.

Wong said that he hopes the university community has a good Val-
entine’s Day.

“l just hope that everyone gets a Valentine from someone, mysteri-
ous or not, anonymous or not, I just think it’s a fun time,” Wong said.
“Even though we’re a pretty serious university community, it’s fun
to be silly once and a while, and nothing helps that better than Valen-
tine’s Day.”

— Alex Belz

Phyllis Wong, President Les Wong's wife

Phyllis Wong has called her husband her “best friend” and “soul
mate.” She said she can’t imagine spending Valentine’s Day with any-
one else.

Wong said she feels the true importance of Valentine’s Day to be “a
conscious effort to take time to tell the people who are important that
they are important.” This year, Wong plans to spend the evening with
her husband and cooking for him.

Valentine’s Day has held a special meaning for Wong since she was
young. In grade school, students exchanged cards and candy. Wong
enjoyed the prospect of anonymity this allowed. “There’s something
special there [when it] could be someone you liked, and it was almost
like you were his secret valentine.”

— Stephanie Minor

Dave Bonsall, director ofthe Center for Student Enrichment

This year, Dave Bonsall, plans to do something for his wife on Valentine’s Day. “I’m sure | will [do
something]. | might take the wife out to dinner. Chocolates, flowers, card,” Bonsall said. Though the Center
for Student Enrichment isn’t hosting any events themselves, office members do participate in a small gift
and card exchange.

— Dalten Krause

James Cantrill,
department head of Communication and
Performance Studies Department

The trend of being romantic and excited about Valentine’s Day does not fade over time for most.

“From teenage years to being an adult, Valentine’s Day is probably less of a big deal,” said James
Cantrill. “But, that’s not to say people can’t get presents for me.”

Cantrill remembers an early Valentine’s Day when he went around his neighborhood passing out the
small card-stock Valentine’s still delivered by children today. Nowadays, he celebrates the holiday with his
wife.

“There is nothing wrong with a special day about love,” Cantrill said joyfully.

Cantrill said that winning the mega-million lottery and taking his wife out to Big Boy would be the ideal
Valentine’s Day. This year, he plans on giving a card or bouquet of flowers to his wife as well as preparing
dinner for her.

— Jordan Wyers

Sarah Eberhard, resident advisor in Van Antwerp

Valentine’s Day is this weekend and many people are getting ready to celebrate with their loved ones.
Sarah Eberhard would like to spend the day with her boyfriend, but since he lives far away, she will be
spending it with her best friend.

Eberhard has been with her boyfriend for three years and he has had time to make up for their worst
Valentine’s Day together: Eberhard spent a lot of money on him, and he didn’t get her anything in return.
Her favorite Valentine’s Day memory is from her childhood, when every year her father would send her
flowers while she was in school. The day has grown over time to mean a lot to her.

“l think it’s dumb when guys get really mad about Valentines Day. They have sports every weekend.
This is the one day we get flowers,” Eberhard said.

This year as a resident advisor, Eberhard plans on putting candy in envelopes and leaving them for her
residents to find.

— Veronica Wickman

Lindsay Sparks, resident director in Halverson Hall

Lindsay Sparks, resident director of Halverson Hall, said that she enjoys Valentine’s Day every year.
“It’s fun,” Sparks said. “It gives people an excuse to be cheesy and express how they feel about one

another.”

Typically for Valentines Day, Sparks doesn’t do anything special.

Sometimes she goes to dinner, but

often, it’sjust a normal day. In years past, she was a nanny for three young boys, so she used to have fun

and celebrate with them.

“It’s the little stuff,” Sparks said. “Helping kids understand the holiday so they can getinto it.” This year,
Sparks said she has no particular plans. However she might do something special earlier that weekend.
“Valentines Day is kind of like Grandparents Day: it gives us a reason to say how we feel,” Sparks said.

— Erin Eidsvoog
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NI\/IU 'Cats maul Ferris State Bulldogs

Stewart earns CCHA goalie honors; Wildcats prepare to host WMU

By Trevor Pellerite
sports editor

The NMU hockey team (12-
10-8 overall, 8-8-6-3 Central
Collegiate Hockey Association)
stayed
hot last
weekend
after tak-
ing five of
six points
from a sec-
ond con-
secutive
opponent.
The Wild-
cats made
a statement
on Friday and Saturday, Feb.
5 and 6 in Big Rapids, Mich.,
where they kept the eleventh-
ranked Ferris State Bulldogs (17-
9-4 overall, 11-7-4-3 CCHA) to a
winless weekend. Friday’s game
ended in a 3-3 tie, and the ’Cats
took the extra shootout point.

“l was happy with our per-
formances, | thought we played
pretty good,” said head coach
Walt Kyle. “I think we knew on
Friday night they were going to
come out real hard. We were kind
of able to withstand the storm a
little bit.”

NMU nearly came away
with an outright win.
but a goal in the
waning minutes
of regulation
was  over-
turned by
the offi-
cials for
goalten-
der in-
terfer-
ence.

Satur-
day was
a different
story, as the
"Cats skated to a
4-0 victory.

“They did control
the play for long
periods of time,
they had a lot of
powerplays and
they were able
to get a lot
of shots on
the pow-
erp lay,
but again,

I thought
that our
guys had
oppor-
tunities
that we
took ad-

KYLE

vantage of. And Stewart played
very well,” Kyle said.

Senior goaltender Brian
Stewart put on a clinic on Satur-
day, turning away all 51 Bulldog
shots en route to his third shutout
of the season. On the weekend,
Stewart had 94 saves on 97 shots
against, enough to earn him the
title of CCHA Goaltender of the
Week. It is the third time this
season that Stewart has garnered
the conference honor. Kyle said
that Stewart’s consistency is cru-
cial to success at this point in the
year.

“This is absolutely where we
expected himbe,” Kyle said. “It’s
always important going down the
stretch that we have the kind of
goaltending that he’s capable of
providing.”

Stewart is now tied for the
10th best save percentage in the
nation, at 92.3 percent.

“It was good, | just felt good.
Every shot, | saw. [The team]
did a good job clearing the re-
bounds. It felt good,”

Stewart
said. “It
w as
not
the
first
time

Justin Key/NW

Yin Tang/NW

Above: NMU goalie Brian Stewart freezes the puck in a match against Alaska Fairbanks. Stewart earned the title
of CCHA Goaltender of the Week for his play against Ferris State. Below left: NMU forward Justin Florek.

this season he has faced 50 or
more shots in a game, but he said
it didn’t bother him.”

“Itjust keeps you in the game
for sure,” Stewart said. “That’s
the tough mental aspect of being
a goalie, for sure, just always be-
ing ready. It’s definitely great al-
ways whenyou’re always getting
shots in a game constantly.”

Kyle knew going into the FSU
series that special teams
would be key to success,
and the Waildcats came
through on both fronts.

The NMU powerplay

unit scored on two of
their 11 opportuni-
ties, and have now
scored powerplay
goals in three of
their last four games.

It was the NMU

penalty kill that
1 really stole
show, however,

shutting the door
through all 14 of
the Bulldog pow-
erplays and scoring
a shorthanded goal

each night.
NMU’s offense
was led by Justin
Florek on Satur-

day. The

soph-
omore forward tal-
lied two goals in the first
period, giving the ’Cats the boost
they needed to seal the win. Kyle
was pleased to see Florek get
himself on the score sheet.

“l thought he played really
well. He’s one of our best play-
ers, he’s a big part of our penalty
killing, he was out there did a
great job with that,” Kyle said.
“His quality of play doesn't al-
ways show up on the score sheet.
To us, he’s one of our most valu-

the weekend series.

able players night in and night
out.”

Goals take second stage for
Florek, however, who just likes
seeing the team do well.

“It’s great, but as long as I’'m
out there helping out the team,
that’s all that counts,” he said.
Florek also added an assist on
Friday.

Additional offensive contri-

His quality of play doesn’t always
show up on the score sheet. To us,
he’s one of our most valuable players.

— NMU coach Walt Kyle
In reference to forward Justin Florek

butions came from junior Mark
Olver and senior Ray Kaunisto.
Both scored two goals over the
Olver is the
team’s top scorer, bringing 33
points off 15 goals and 18 as-
sists. Kaunisto has 23 points on
the year, including 12 goals.
This weekend, on Feb. 12 and
13, the "Cats will host the Western
Michigan University Broncos (8-
15-5 overall, 4-14-4-1 CCHA).
Although the Broncos are cur-
rently in second to last place in
the CCHA, they are coming off a
sweep of the Notre Dame Fight-
ing Irish in which they outscored
their opponents 11-3.
“They’re obviously

> w starting to play,
to be able
to do
that to
Notre Dame,”
Kyle said. “Western

has some very dangerous
players, they have exceptional
goaltending.”

The Broncos are led
by goalie Riley Gill,
who despite a losing
record, sports a 2.675

GAA and a .926 save percent-
age.

Special teams will continue to
be crucial in the final games, but
Kyle also hopes to see his team
stay out of the sin bin.

“l would say the number one
tiling we have to do a better job
of is not taking the penalties that
we’re taking right now. We can
whine and complain about offici-
ating, the truth is we’re
taking a lot of penal-
ties, we have to cut that
down,” he said.

With the Wildcats
in seventh place in the
conference and only
five points away from a
fourth place slot and a
first round playoff bye.
Kyle knows that the 'Cat’s can-
not afford to overlook any oppo-
nents regardless of record, but he
isn’t concerned about his team’s
approach to the upcoming series.

“Western’s quality of play
against Notre Dame should help
us focus on Western,” Kyle said.
“At this point now, we have six
games left in the regular season.
We have to take those games
one at a time, win games, col-
lect points, and improve as a
team, and that’s been our focus
all year.”

Florek believes the keys to
success will be focusing on fun-
damentals.

“We need to win every game
from here on out. We can’t take
this game lightly,” he said. “Just
play as hard as we can, bury ev-
ery chance we get, and

just work hard.”

The puck will
drop both nights at 7:35 p.m.
in the Berry Events Center.
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SPORTS

Women ’Cats take win streak to seven

By John Becker
staff writer

The NMU women’s basket-
ball team was victorious in last
weekend’s games, keeping their
seven-game winning streak and
spot at No. 2 tied with Grand
Valley State University; how-
ever, the tie will end this week
when the ’Cats take them on at
home.

On Thursday, Feb. 4, the
Wildcats were triumphant over
Ashland, 81-65, which success-
fully avenged the loss in January.
Holly Cole led the team with 16
points, followed by senior Mari-
ah Dunham and sophomore guard
Elicia Derusha with 14. Derusha
earned a double-double with 12
of the team’s 38 rebounds.

NMU head coach Troy Matt-
son said he was happy with most
of the things the team did but that
there was one thing he saw.

“l wasn’t really happy with
40 minutes of play. | thought we

played real good basketball for
maybe 30 minutes, but | think
that has a lot to do with us being
up 20-25 points too and you lose
a little bit of concentration,” he
said.

The ’Cats earned avictory, 73-
59, against the Tiffin Dragons on
Saturday, Feb. 6. The team was
led in points by Christa Erickson
with 17. Derusha followed with
12 points and earned another
double-double with 12 rebounds.
Mattson said Erickson’s offen-
sive effort was exceptional.

“l thought Christa Erickson
played great, making some big
shots for us all weekend; it was
real aggressive and for that rea-
son she really gets us going on
the offensive end,” he said.

Erickson said she does her
best to put herselfin a position to
make the play.

“l know when people drive,
| just try to find the open spots
where they can see me and dish
the pass,” she said.

Player Spotlight

Elicia Derusha turned in two
double-doubles this weekend,

tr s

tallying 14 points and 12 re-

bounds against Ashland on Feb.
4 and another 12 points and 12
boards against the Tiffin Drag-

A
DERUSHA

By John Becker
staff writer

The NMU lacrosse club opened
up the 2010 season last week with
three victories during the Superior
Dome Tournament.

The Wildcats (3-0 overall, 1-0
CCLA) were victorious in their
2010 opener on Friday, Feb. 5
against the Knights of Calvin Col-
lege, 11-6. Freshman attacker
Kingsley Agassi led with three
goals. Sophomore attacker Craig
Pulak scooped 10 ground balls off
the field.

ons on Feb. 6.

On Saturday, Feb. 6, the 'Cats
earned two victories: first, they
were triumphant against the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Blugolds, 12-5. Agassi led with
five goals. Juniordefensemen Nick
Johnson lifted six ground balls.

Second, the Wildcats defeated
the Saginaw Valley State Uni-
versity Cardinals, 9-4. Agassi
led with three goals, followed by
sophomore midfielder Jason Cas-
sens and senior midfielder Eddie
Sindles with two. Agassi led with
five ground balls dug up, followed
by Sindles with four.

Justin Key NW

The NMU Lacrosse club poses after sweeping their invitational tourna-
ment last weekend. The team will be on the road for the rest of the season.

The Wildcats share the No. 2
spot with Grand Valley, but the
tiebreaker will occur on Thurs-
day, Feb. 11 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Berry Events Center. The team
was recently victorious, 66-54,
at Grand Valley on Jan. 30.

Mattson said he’s not con-
cerned with the tiebreaker, but
with playing hard and coming
out on top.

“It’s not really about ending
the tie, it’s about us progress-
ing and beating good basketball
teams. We got to be able to beat
Grand Valley, especially on our
home court,” Mattson said.

Erickson, however, said the
team is eager for the challenge
that Grand Valley brings.

“Everybody is super excited.
We want to double up on [Grand
Valley], and this is a big game,”
Erickson said.

The ’Cats will play Ferris
State on Saturday, Feb. 13 at 11
a.m. in the Berry.

While Ferris is second-to last
in the GLIAC North Division,
they gave Northern a run for
their money on Jan. 28. when
the Wildcats slipped by, 56-54.
Mattson doesn’t expect the score
to be much different from Janu-
ary, either.

“It’ll be a close game. Any-
body in our league is capable of
anybody. We have to make sure
no matter what happens in the
Grand Valley game that we come
ready to play against Ferris,”
Mattson said.

NMU head coach Matthew
Glenn, new to the program, said
he is very pleased to be coaching
and has the experience to help the
team prevail.

“l've got about seven years
playing experience, and I’ve been
helping coach for the last three
years as a player coach,” Glenn
said.

Glenn said he comes from a
more defensive background but
that he’s got some offensive ideas
as well.

“Offensively, we just set up in
different formations depending on
how many guys we want behind
the net, in the middle of the field,
or at the top ofthe box,” he said.

Glenn also said the "Cats aren't
afraid to cycle or pass to get their
opponents out of position. He also
plans on mixing up playing behind
the net and crashing the net.

Glenn’s goals include getting
to the Central Collegiate Lacrosse
Association (CCLA) Tournament
and competing at the national lev-
el inthe NCLA.

Glenn said the team lost two
attackers who graduated last year
and three or four who left to focus
on studies or employment.

“We’ll sorely miss them but we
got a bunch of new players who
are just as good, and 1’'m looking

Erickson said both games
are important as thoughts of the
GLIAC Tournament manifest in
the back of the team’s mind.

“We want to be respected in
our conference, and we want to
double up on a team and get two

wins because that puts us in great
standing for the tournament.”

The Wildcats will be on the
road twice next weekend before
heading back the following week
to finish out the regular season
with two games at home.

Justin Key/NW

Senior forward Mariah Dunham carries the ball for the Wildcats. Dun-
ham has been averaging 11.6 points/game for NMU this season.

NMU Lacrosse competes at home

forward to seeing what they can
do with the rest of the season,” he
said.

Agassi is another one of the
team’s new members, and Glenn
said he’s an exceptional attacker.

“He’s just becoming one of
the better attackers 1've ever seen
play,” Glenn said.

Glenn also said he was sur-
prised how well both Pulak, who
is also new, and Agassi played
during the tournament.

Returning  players include
Sindles, who Glenn said is one of
the best midfielders ever to grace
Northern’s field, senior defense-
man Nick Johnson and senior
midfielder Justin Nimsgern.

Nimsgern said the team is re-
ally young right now and it’s up to
the veterans to help those younger
players come into their own.

Nimsgern himself did not start
playing lacrosse until college, so
he didnt get much playing time
until he became more experi-
enced.

“It feels like you can teach the
guys what you know, because
there’s a big difference between
college and high school in terms
of speed and intensity,” Nimsgern
said.

The Wildcats are looking to
improve upon last season’s 4-6

record, which Nimsgern said was
the team’s first losing record since
before he joined in 2006.

“We’d like to get back up there
and be competitive with Daven-
port and Grand Valley state who
are in our conference and nation-
ally ranked teams,” he said.

Davenport is ranked No. 3,
Grand Valley State is ranked No.
6 according to the Adidas/MCLA,
the LAX Magazine Top-23 Poll.

The current goalie is senior
Kevin Sande who has had a .787
save percentage, with 13 goals
against and 48 saves.

Glenn said Sande is a great
goaltender and the ’Cats are lucky
to have a veteran in front of the
net.

“He came in as a freshman and
ever since then he’s been wowing
us with his game. Last year he had
one ofthe best save percentages in
the entire NCLA so we’re glad to
have him,” Glenn said.

The LAX ’Cats will play again
on Saturday, March 13 at DePaul.
The team only has away games
from now until the end of the regu-
lar season.

Nimsgern said the team is sad
the only home games of the season
have passed, but they are thankful
for the fans coming out to cheer
them on at home.
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Football signs 27 recruits for 2010

By Drew Kochanny
assistant sports editor

The Northern Michigan foot-
ball team welcomed 27 new
student athletes to the program.
On Wednesday, Feb. 3, all divi-
sions of the NCAA brought in
new members to their teams as
recruits to sign their national let-
ters of intent.

“We wanted to get the best
players we could,” head coach
Bemie Anderson said. “The first
thought was that we had to go
out and get offensive linemen. |
think there are a couple of impact
players on here that are going to
be key down the road as well.”

Members of NMU’s 2010
recruiting class hail from five
states, with 16 players from
Michigan, five from Wisconsin,
three from Illinois, three from
California and one from Min-
nesota. NMU managed to gain
commitments from seven junior
college transfers to go along with
the 20 high school seniors.

Anderson feels that bringing
in junior college transfers, who
enrolled in the 2010 winter se-
mester at NMU, was important
for the team’s offseason prepara-
tion before other recruits arrive
in the summer.

Men’s h

By Drew Kochanny
assistant sports editor

The NMU men’s basketball
team split in weekend play, losing
to Ashland 86-70 Thursday, then
beat Tiffin 82-72 Saturday.

NMU now sits at 6-10 in the
GLIAC and 9-11 overall on the
year. The Wildcats now hold the
fifth place spot in the GLIAC
North Division with six confer-
ence games to go on the year.

“For the first time all year we
came out of our locker room ready
to play [against Tiffin],” head
coach Dean Ellis said. “We*ve had
a terrible time getting ourselves
intense and mentally prepared to
play at home.”

Against Ashland, (6-10 GLI-
AC, 10-11 overall), NMU was
unable to come back from a large
first half deficit which included a
14-1 runto end the first halfby the
Eagles. Sophomore guard Ray-
mont McElroy led the Wildcats
with 22 points.

Saturday against Tiffin, (0-16
GLIAC, 1-20 overall), NMU was
able to get an early lead on the
Dragons and didn't look back.

“The biggest thing with Tiffin
was we just came out ready,” said
freshman forward Mylan Murphy.
“We knew it was time to get a win,
and we just came out with the fight
inus.”

A 51-32 halftime lead by NMU
wouldbe cut downby the Dragons
in the second half to nine points
with under three minutes to play,

“We recruited to try to get
some help in January,” Anderson
said. “Its nice to get them up here
in January because you have the
offseason and spring ball with
them.”

The NMU football team is
coming off of their best sea-
son since 2002 with a record of
6-4, which included a five game
winning streak over GLIAC op-
ponents and two Superior Dome
shutouts.  Departing
from the 2009 team
are 16 seniors, includ-
ing nine starters.

Offensively NMU
brings in 18 players,
including 11 offensive
linemen, where NMU
lost three starters
from the fall. Help-
ing strengthen the skill positions
will be the addition of four wide
receiver recruits as well as one

quarterback and two running
backs.
Offensive line and depth

along the line was a major con-
cern heading into the recruiting
process this season and Anderson
feels the team was able to bring
in the caliber of linemen needed
to compete in the GLIAC.

A local member of the class
Anderson was impressed with

00ps to

making it a 79-70 game. McElroy
would seal the deal late inthe game
with a layup and a free throw.

Ellis felt the fire players came
out with to start the game wasn’t
there to start the second half as
Tiffin was able to cut into NMU’s
lead large halftime lead.

“We were very average in the
second half, and because of it, we
let Tiffin back in the game,” Ellis
said. “We need to get more deter-
mined and focused and more men-
tally prepared to play.”

One reason NMU was able to
jump out to a 27 point lead was
thanks in part to the shooting of
Marc Renelique in the first half.
The senior guard knocked down
24 points in the first 20 minutes
of play, including six 3-pointers.
Renelique finished the game with
a career-best 37 points, making 9
of 13 three’s from beyond the arc.
Senior guard Chris Warner added
11 points on the night.

“[Tiffin] didn’t guard him in the
first half,” Ellis said. “He had four
wide open 3’ to start the game
and made them all. When he’s not
guarded, it’s probably going to be
painful for the other team.”

NMU now welcomes GLIAC
North Division opponents Grand
Valley State (13-3 GLIAC, 17-4
overall), and Ferris State (11-5
GLIAC, 13-8 overall).

Thursday, Feb. 11 the Wildcats
take on Grand Valley State for the
second time this season. NMU
won the first matchup against the
Lakers 61-58 ending an 11 game

was the addition of offensive
linemen Jordan Adediran (6-2,
282) of Gwinn.

“| think had he been at a big
school and exposed | think he
would have had a lot of recruit-
ing attention,” Anderson said.

Adediran was one of six play-
ers from the UP who signed with
NMU on signing day.

“l chose NMU because it’s
close to home and its developing

Northern wanted me to be a part of
their family. That was the main reason.
NMU felt like a family.

— Nick Ditomaso
NMU football recruit, Class of 2010

into a good program and | want
to be a part of that success,” said
Adediran.

NMU was able to gain the
commitment after signing day
from Fithburg, Wis. native James
Bester (6-7, 350) another offen-
sive linemen who may be able
to contribute early according to
Anderson.

“He’s a key, key recruit at
6-7 350; he’s got great size, and
great feet,” Anderson said. “I
think he’s a division | player that

I think we wound up getting.”

Defensively, NMU brings in
eight players, with five of them
being linebackers; another area
heavily recruited this offseason
by the Wildcats.

“We didn’t end up with a lot
of defensive players other than a
couple of inside linebackers and
a couple defensive linemen, but
we felt we were OK,” Anderson
said.

The Wildcats lose
both starting inside
linebackers from last
years team which in-
cluded All American
selection Nathan Yelk

and All Conference
selection, Zach Gau-
thier.

Helping replace the
two right away will be the addi-
tion ofjunior college linebackers
Seth Choate (6-0, 230) of Hick-
man, Calif. and Modesto JC, and
Spencer William (6-1, 230) of
Anaheim, Calif. and Santa Ana
CC.

Linebacker recruit, Nick Di-
tomaso (6-0, 190) of Macomb,
Mich. was another member of
the 2010 class Anderson felt ex-
cited to be bringing to NMU.

“l think he is a good tough
nosed linebacker that’s going to

help us,” he said.

Ditomaso, who was also re-
cruited by GLIAC member Sag-
inaw Valley State, said the main
reason he chose NMU over the
Cardinals was the fact that NMU
actually reached out to him.

“The program actually came
and recruited me, got me inter-
ested in the academics and the
football program,” Ditomaso
said. “Northern wanted me to be
a part of their family. That was
the main reason. NMU felt like
a family.”

The recruiting process is far
from over for Anderson who
feels that bringing in more play-
ers to add to the class, including
another running back or two, is a
must to compete next fall.

“We still want to bring in five
or six players,” Anderson said.
“They could be coming from
the high school ranks, but would
probably be coming from Cali-
fornia or Florida.”

Overall, Anderson was im-
pressed with the student athletes
brought to NMU and feels confi-
dent the 27 members will be able
to be compete in the GLIAC.

“What we tried to do is get
players that would help us beat
Grand Valley and get into the top
of the conference,” he said.

host GLIAC North best

win streak by GVSU.

“They’re going to come out
with as much fire and revenge and
determination as any team we've
played here this year,” Ellis said.
“They’re going to play a lot hard-
er, and as a result we’re going to
have to.”

Renelique led the Wildcats in
scoring the first time around with
17 and knows that in order to beat
Grand Valley at home they will
need to play mistake free basket-
ball.

“l don’t think Grand Valley
is the most talented team we've
played, but they've played disci-
plined and played hard and they
won*t beat themselves,” he said.
“You've really got to earn a win
against them.”

Three weeks ago NMU lost
at Ferris State 82-75, with Bull-
dog forward Justin Keenan’s 26
points and nine rebounds being a
major contributing factor. It was
Keenan’s 14 points from the free-
throw line which really hurt the
Wildcats, as many found them-
selves in foul trouble.

“He gets to the free throw line
12 to 14 times a game,” Ellis said.
“That’s going to be a big focus
for us. He draws fouls so well
you have to keep rotating guys at
him.”

Murphy, who will have the re-
sponsibility of containing Keenan
most of the game, knows that he
will have to play at a high inten-
sity throughout the game against
the four time GLIAC player of the

week.

“He’s a good player,” Murphy
said. “He’s going to get his points
regardless, but you’ve got to play
hard and always contain him.”

NMU tips off Thursday against
Grand Valley in the Berry Events
Center at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday game time is set for 1
p.m. in the BEC.

Justin Key/NW

NMU freshman forward Mylan Murphy dunks over a Tiffin defender in Sat-
urdays game. Murphy is averaging 6.8 points and 5.7 rebounds a game.
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From left to right: Brittnee Balbierz, Alyssa Erspamer, Becky Rotter and Catherine Angeli, all shown here at the Northern Challenge on Jan. 23, all ran legs of the 4x200-meter relay in Ste-
vens Point, Wisc. last weekend. The team set a new NMU school record, clocking a time of 1:46.75.

Track breaks records, looks to future

By Michael Levy
contributing writer

The Northern Michigan Uni-
versity women’s indoor track
and field team traveled to Ste-
vens Point, Wis. for Pointer Invi-
tational last Saturday, Feb. 6.

It was a two day meet with the
pentathlon event on Friday night
and the invite on Saturday morn-
ing.

NMU head coach Tom Barnes
was pleased with his team’s ef-
fort on the road.

“They had agreat performance
overall,” said Barnes. “We broke
two school records and finished
second out of 15 teams.”

The NMU 4x200-meter relay
ofjunior Brittnee Balbierz, fresh-
man Alyssa Erspamer, freshman
Becky Rotter and sophomore
Catherine Angeli ran a 1:46.75

NMU d

Once again, it’s back to the
national swimming and diving
meet for NMU diver Kelli Vander
Baan. Vander Baan, a junior at
NMU, had a strong showing in
the 3-meter and 1-meter boards
at the Stevens Point Invitational
in Stevens Point, Wisc. on Friday
and Saturday, Jan. 22-23.

On the 3-meter board, she not
only surpassed the necessary 420
points needed to qualify but also
took the event with her score of
422.15. The 1-meter board was
a similar story where she took
second and earned 394.75 points
in order to exceed the qualifying
standard of 390 points.

This is the third trip to the
national meet for Vander Baan.
In the 2007-08 season, she fin-
ished twelfth, unfortunately not
qualifying for the finals. During
the 2008-09 season, she fell just
1.05 points short of qualifying for
finals. Since her freshman year,
making it to the top eight and
qualifying for the finals has been
her goal.

for second place, which was a
new school record. Angeli said
the team was really shocked
when they first heard the news of
the new record.

“At first we were like, ‘no
way,”” said Angeli. “We had a
couple bad handoffs on the ex-
changes so we really didn’t think
we had it.”

Barnes said the group didn’t
panic and that they kept their
poise during the miscues and
were able to come away with a
new school record.

“When the handoff took place
we knew we had to make up for
it,” said Angeli.

The distance medley relay
team of red shirt freshman Nora
Kiilunen, senior Maegen Hen-
dershot, senior Erin VanEnkev-
ort and junior Kristen Schulz
crossed the finish line first with

atime of 13:05.66.

Hendershot led the ’Cats in
the 800-meter run with a time
of 2:18.57, which was good for
third place. It was a personal best
time for Hendershot.

“She is heading in the right di-
rection and is starting to show,”
said Barnes.

Angeli finished second in the
55 hurdles with a time of 7.41
seconds. She missed the school
record by just .01 seconds.

Angeli is happy with her per-
formance at the moment, but is
looking to improve each week.

“So far, we are heading in the
right direction. We are hopefully
going to break more records and
get ready for the GLIAC’s,” said
Angeli.

In the field events, sophomore
Bailey Franklin took home the
triple jump with a leap of (11.27

Iver qualifies

“Last year | got 11th in the pre-
qualifiers, and then | got ninth (in
the finals),” she said, “so it was
kind of frustrating”.

After improving each year and
coming so close to the finals last
year, Vander Baan is vying for
one of those eight spots.

Vander Baan is confident in
her chances at nationals and has
a clear vision of how she wants
to perform and what she wants to
accomplish this year.

“l want to place top eight in
the 3-meter, and | want to qualify
in the 1-meter. | think | have a re-
ally strong chance this year,” she
said of her expectations.

Not only is Vander Baan train-
ing and pushing herself harder in
order to obtain her goals this year,
but she also has a few new moves
up her sleeve. She has learned
two new dives that she hopes to
have perfected before the cham-
pionship meet.

“I’vejust started to push myself
a little bit more, and I’ve learned
some new dives, so hopefully my

degree of difficulty will help me
as long as | do them well,” Vander
Baan said of her preparation for
nationals.

Vander Baan will also compete
in the GLIAC Championships
Feb. 10-13 in Detroit. She, along
with her coach Andy Ward, decid-
ed that this meet would be used to
test the progress of her new dives
and to see if she is on the right
track for success at nationals.

“QOur plan going into the con-
ference meet is to have her show-
case two new dives onthe 1-meter
board,” said Ward, “She knows
she can accomplish these new
dives, but will there be enough
time to polish them for competi-
tion. The ultimate goal will be
to have them ready for when she
goes and competes at the qualify-
ing rounds before the Nationals.”

The swimming and diving
championships will be held March
10-13, 2010, in Canton, Ohio.

— Jennine Holmes

meters) for a new school record.

Senior Krista Squires once
again took home first place in
the weight throw. Squires won
the event with a toss of 16.84
meters.

In Friday night’s pentathlon
event, which consisted of the 55
meter hurdles, high jump, long
jump, shot put and 800-meter
run, NMU had three athletes fin-
ish in the top four. Franklin won
the event with 3,136 points while
freshman Brooke Granquist was
second (2,807) and sophomore
Melissa Christensen was fourth
(2,685).

“It’s a long day of competi-
tion for the girls,” said Barnes.
“Franklin did an outstanding job,
and she is just a sophomore.”

Overall, Barnes likes where
his team is at during this indoor
season.

“We really competed well as
a team during the two-day event.
This was a good dress rehearsal
as we had the two school records
broken, and we really were close
with three others,” said Barnes.

This weekend will be the fi-
nal tune-up before the GLIAC
Indoor Championships at the end
of February. Barnes is pleased
with his team’s progress this far
in the year.

“I am happy at the stage we are
at right now. All the hard work
and training is really paying off
by the results,” said Barnes.

The ’Cats will travel to Du-
luth, this weekend (Feb. 13-14)
at the Lake Superior Challenge.
Barnes says not all the athletes
will compete in as many events
as they normally do, but that they
are looking forward to breaking
a couple more records.

NMU SPORTS SCHEDULE

Feb. 12-14 FRIDAY
WESTERN
MICHIGAN
‘ 7:30 p.m.
BEC
Women's'
i
# 0\
GLIAC
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Detroit, Mich.
Bold-Home

SATURDAY

WESTERN
MICHIGAN
7:30 p.m.
BEC

SUNDAY

FERRIS STATE
1:00 p.m.
BEC

FERRIS STATE
11:00 a.m.
BEC

CCSA
CHAMPIONSHIP

CCSA
CHAMPIONSHIP

GLIAC
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Detroit, Mich.

LAKE SUPERIOR
CHALLENGE
10:00 a.m.
Duluth, Minn.
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Be our guest this summer.

Pick up some extra credits, or stay one step ahead of the competition. Enrolling in Spring/Summer
classes at Wayne State University as a guest student is the perfect way to do both. Enrollment is quick
and easy, and with five convenient locations in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties and hundreds
of undergraduate and graduate courses to choose from, Spring/Summer is a smart way to get ahead.
Spring classes start May 10. Summer classes start June 30. Priority registration is open now. We'll even
transfer your credits back to your home institution. Visit summer.wayne.edu to apply as a guest student.

' HERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY VINTERHEST 2010

Y0 S‘@NEKS(D@

A DON'T BE LEFT QUT IN THE

Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
February 12 February 13 February 14
Tailgate Party Broomball Tournament Broomball
Parking Lot 58 Outside the PEIF Championship
5:30-7 p-m. Tournament
W ildcat Basketball vs, Outside the PEIF

W ildcat Hockey vs. Ferris State

Western Michigan Berry Events Center Clue Kick-Off
Berry Events Center Women’s at 11a.m. Back Room, UC
7:30 p.m. Men’s at 1p.m. 7 p.m.

W ildcat Hockey vs.
W estern Michigan

Berry Events Center

7:30 p.m.

Pregame Show

Presented by Cat Chat

7p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
February 17 February 18 February 19
Open Skate NMU Discount Ski Day Human Sled Dog Races
Berry Events Center Marquette Mountain Payne/Halverson Fields
6-9 p.m. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 4 p.m.
Casino Night U.P. 200 Sled Dog Race
Great Lakes Rooms Downtown Marquette

9 p.m.-Midnight

2010 WinterFest Booklet Available Online Now! www.nmu.edu/winterfest

Includes the full schedule of WinterFest activities, event rules and registration forms. Please note: paper copies of [/ 3TYRENT)
the booklet will not be distributed this year. (Going green!) —

[wwnel W e

AIM HIGHER

FEBRUARY 12-20

[.*

1! "$Em

Monday,

February 15
Eat Big or Go Home
Marketplace

4:30-9 p.m.

Tuesday,
February 16
Give Big or Go Home
NMU vs. MTU

Blood Drive
LRC Basement
Noon-5:45 p.m.

Airband Competition
Jamrich 102
7 p.m.

Spirit Police:
February 1-12

Give Big or Go Home
Food Drive:
February 12-19

+ Campusbanking

f 1 e e jtThg Official Widcat Bank


http://www.nmu.edu/winterfest
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Classified Ad Rates

OfF-Campus Rate

First20 Words $5.00
Each additional word $0.10

On-Campus Rate

First 20 Words $2.00
Each additional word $0.10

Additional Options

Boldface $1.00
Boxed in $2.00
Heading $2.00

Classifieds

SUMMER CAMP POSITIONS:
Make a difference in the life
of a child! Summer therapy

camp for children with physi-
cal disabilities. Located on the
shores of Lake Superior in Big

Bay, MI. Positions available for

Counselors, Waterfront, Instruc-

tors for Nature/ Arts & Crafts/

Recreation, Nurses, Therapists,
Food Service, and Auxiliary.
Must be enthusiastic, respon-

sible, and love children. June 13

through August 8. $1,800 plus

room & board, and experience of
lifetime provided. Download ap-
plication: www.baycliff.org. For
more information call or email:

(906)345-9314 / baycliff@bayc-

liff.org.

SUMMER SECRETARY POSI-
TION: Enthusiastic, responsible
person with good clerical and
computer skills needed to sup-
port children’s summer camp in
Big Bay. Position available June
through mid-August. Salary,
room & board, and wonderful
experience provided. Download
application: www.baycliff.org.
For more information call or
email: (906) 345-9314 / bayc-
liff@baycliff.org.

Shout Outs

Cammy Wammy It’s been a
rough week, but I’'m glad it has
gotten better for the two of us.
Happy Vietnamese New Year
baby! May this new lunar year
bring you luck, fortune and hap-
piness. Love you! — Panda
Monkey Bear

Thao — Happy New Year! Let’s
hang out soon, friend. — Alex

Roommate — | need more Cool-
man in my life. Go buddy go! —
Belz

Mickdiq — Let’s discuss philos-
ophy soon. — Alex

Krista — The cookie was fantas-
tic-- frosting included -- but the
Sweetie orange was even better.
— Roomie #2

Thursday, Jan. 28, 2010

Adam — You reek of recent
achievements. I'm  extremely
proud of you (even though | was
disgusted by your extra long haird
story... kidding)! — Jodi-Kin

Emily — I look forward - with
great anticipation- to our conver-
sation on E-mail etiquette.
JoD

OE — You remind me of a large
pizza. Also, the paper looks pretty
this week largely due to your ef-
forts. I can’t thank you enough for
your help in everything. — EIC

ANE, FE, OE — This weekend
will be epic. — EIC

Mia & Jason — Happy St. Val-
entine’s Day. — T.C.

Alex — Hells Belz. — T.C.

Lynn — I love Matt Costa, which
makes me think of you. | particu-
larly enjoy the song Sunrise. |
love you, miss you. — Lucy

NW Staff — You’re the light in
my life. All ofyou. — EIC

Thao — Chup mung Nam moi.
Anhyeu em. — Cameron

Dim, Eisner, Alex — You guys
all really stepped up and got work
did, yes, did. — NE

Ben — We’ll get your practicum
articles in. — Crabby Cam

NW Staff — | love you despite
my grumpiness. 1’1l bring dough-
nuts again next time. — OE

Crossword — After hours and
hours, | finally conquered you.
— Your nemesis

Friends — | will surely miss you
and am deeply sad about missing
crepe night. — Lu

EIC, FE, ANE — This week-end
will be the most mind blowing
experience of your life. — OE

Thaah — Hiya! — Tevah

OE — Me gustan las chalupas!
— SE

Ween — Thank you. for every-
thing. and everything. — Lulu

EIC, OE, ANE — | can’t wait
until we leave tomorrow! Gonna
be amazing. — FE

LOST — I’'m very excited to in-
terview one of your producers |
hope you give me the scoop. —
Scott

Test tomorrow — Not looking
forward to you ... atall. — Lucy

Inspirations
Las Salchichas
Elusive Crosswords
Massive pizza
Wildcat Willy
Dr. Viau

Classifieds & Comics

ALEXNYETHE COMIC GUY — Alex Nye

NORTHERNANIMALS larne  iema

NOVEL GRAFIK— Shooky

DOLLHOUSE - Rachel Vogt

WWW.
TheHorthWindOnline

.COm
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GET AJUMP START ON APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL
AID FOR THE 2010-2011 ACADEMIC YEAR

Come to College Goal Sunday (with your laptop) and let us help you
fill out your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 14, 2010 (2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M).)
ONTARIO /IMICHIGAN ROOMS-UNIVERSITY CENTER

Prizes - Sign up for a reminder (www.micollegegoal.org) and you will be
registered for the chance to win a Dell laptop computer. Check out the

other prizes you could win if you attend College Goal Sunday!

BRING YOUR LAPTOP AND... MCHGAN

INDEPENDENT STUDENTS (24 or older or married)

*FAFSA PIN (Personal Identification Number) (www.pin.ed.gov)

*Social Security Number

*Driver’s License

2009 Federal Income Tax Return or estimated tax return

-2 forms or other records of money earned (if married, include spouse’s W-2
forms)

DEPENDENT STUDENTS (under 24 and not married)

*FAFSA PIN (Personal Identification Number) (www.pin.ed.gov) for parents and
student

*Social Security Number

*Driver’s License

2009 Federal Income Tax Return or estimated tax return for parents and student
W-2 forms or other records of money earned for parents and student

If you have any guestions, please contact

the Financial Aid Office at 227-2327.


http://www.micollegegoal.org
http://www.pin.ed.gov
http://www.pin.ed.gov

