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Sophomore electronic journalism major Rachel Melnick speaks
out at the board meeting on April 8 against the recommended
budget cuts that will eliminate Public TV 13 and Public Eye News.

brings spring fever.

SPORTS: Page 17
PEIF, Dome hours cut, fees

to increase with budget cuts.
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Recommended cuts
discussed at meeting

BY SCOTT SWANSON
STAFF WRITER

The - Northern  Michigan
University Board of Trustees
held a special public meeting at
8:30 a.m. on April 8 in the
Ontario Room, where they heard
presentations given by students,
faculty and local citizens regard-
ing proposed university budget
cuts.

The presentations included
objections = to - the Budget
Alternative Committee’s pro-
posed  eliminations ~of the

USOEC  program, Public
Television 13 and Public Radio
90.

Each party was given three
minutes to make their case. A
total of 20 parties spoke during
the meeting.

The majority of the presenta-
tions were in response to the pro-
posed cutting of public television
and public radio.

The elimination of these pro-
grams will save the university
$1.1 million. Both programs are
scheduled to go off the air on
June 30, 2004.

As of Tuesday, 1,288 people
have signed a petition urging the
board to reconsider the recom-
mendation.

Sophomore broadcasting
major Rachel Melnick said she
chose to attend NMU because of
the hands-on experience - avail-
able to students in the broadcast-
ing and communications pro-
grams.

“l was blown away by
Northern’s broadcasting  pro-
gram,” Melnick said. “Cutting it
would take -away an important

Ortiz new ASNMU president

BY HEATHER SOLGOT
STAFF WRITER

Senior secondary education social
studies and  English education major
Kyle Ortiz was elected ASNMU presi-
dent on April 8 with a total of 603 votes
out of the 1,451 total students who voted.

Voting began at midnight on April 7,
ran through the day April 8 and ended at
midnight on April 8. Students could vote
online on the ASNMU Web site or at one
of the various spots on campus.

“[Running for office] was pretty hec-
tic but a lot of fun,” Ortiz said. “I discov-
ered a lot of student concerns I wasn’t
aware of.”

Ortiz said the biggest item on his
agenda for next year is to work with

advising. He said he feels students should
not only graduate with a degree, but also
with a job.

Ortiz also wants to shift the direction
of ASNMU.

“l want to take
ASNMU  back to
representing = stu-
dents to the adminis-
tration,” Ortiz said.

Jamie Brisco
placed second in the
race with 559 votes.

Brisco said she
was happy with the Ortiz
election results. She said she now has the
opportunity to run for Black Student
Union president again. Brisco said she
will remain on the Student Finance

Committee next semester and will be
working in the admissions office.

“I’'m upset the voter turnout was so
low,” Brisco said.

This year’s voter turnout was down
790 votes from last year and 803 votes
from the year before.

Current ASNMU President Carissa
Waters also said that she was a bit disap-
pointed with the voting turnout this year.

“Turnout was lower this year than in
years past,” Waters said. “We believe its
because there wasn’t a referendum for
students to vote on.”

Last year students approved an
increase on the student activity fee from
$9.30 to $30 per person.

“I didn’t know what to expect [with

~ Please see ASNMU on Page 2

NEWS EDITOR

Web for Students replaces
SOLAR, cuts back snail mail

BY MARY ANN CANCILLA dents will access “Web for Students” in order to register.

In the future, financial aid reports will be posted on the

Please see CUTS on Page 2
”

The “Web for Students” part of mynmu.edu will soon be
accessible to students and will slowly begin to replace
SOLAR and cut back on the amount of information mailed
to students.

The offices of Administrative Information Technologies
and Consulting and Support Services are currently preparing
“Web for Students” for complete access.

At the end of this semester, students will need to access
the new Web page to receive their grades. No grade reports
will be sent in the mail.

In addition, registration for Fall 2003 Semester will be the
last time students will access SOLAR for registration pur-

poses. .
Beginning this summer with the incoming freshmen, stu-

new page and no paper copies will be sent to students, Senior
Programmer and Analyst Bruce Lind said.

The new system will slowly begin to replace SOLAR on
the Web as the online center for students to access their per-
sonal account information, grades, class schedules, financial
aid reports and information on their advisers, such as infor-
mation on academic holds.

To access the page students will be required to use their
student login and password, Director of Consulting and
Support Services Felecia Flack said. ;

The entire system is currently still in the test phase, Flack
said.

The change is taking place as the result of NMU’s switch
from SOLAR, a homegrown Web front end installed into

' Please see WEB on Page 2
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2003 ASNMU
ELECTION RESULTS

PRESIDENT

Kyle Ortiz 603
Jamie Brisco 559
Jesse Maier 138
Gary Roehm 136

VICE PRESIDENT
Sam Paciero 1298
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES
Sara Antoine 268

Aaron Jorbin 216
Stefanie Scovill 209

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Mike Adams 127
Timothy Tanis 54

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Mary Kirkwood 201
Ryan Charter 190

Terresa Tanguay 184
Alexandria Wien 180

Orr-CaMPUS REP
Rachel Fritzler
Heather Mann
John Fitzgerald
Kristen Ryan
James Garrett II
Michael Bush
Bryce Kerry
Chet Nichols

ON-CAMPUS APARTMENT REP

Jenni Kapla 69
Up-CAMPUS REP

Mark Hill 83.

Jay Elbridge Harris 58
Lillian Florenski 57

Total Voters: 1,451
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CUTS

Continued from Page 1
educational experience.”

Ron Katers, a local busmessmdn said
cutting public television and radio is a bad
business move.

“It’s an- excellent marketing tool,”
Katers said.

Katers suggested the phasing down of
university support for the radio station
instead of cutting it completely, claiming
that it can be essentially self-supporting.

He also advocated the scaling back of
funds for NMU’s football program.

“I’ll probably get shot for saying that,”
Katers said. “But I think a lot of money is
put into it, and the students don’t get a lot
out of it.”

Former NMU accounting professor
Frank Kerwin

local resident Jim Reevs.

“It’s the only place in the country where
you can get and education and train for the
Olympics,” Reevs said.

Reevs showed a short video featuring
former Olympic medal winners who
trained at NMU, including gold medal win-
ning speed skater Cathy Turner. .

In October, NMU and the USOEC will
host the World Cup Speed Skating
Championship, which will bring amateur
superstars to Northern.

Also scheduled to be eliminated is the
Wildcat Shuttle. About 345 people have
signed a petition to save both the shuttle
and the Health Promotion Office, which is
scheduled to close July 1, 2003, Sherman
said.

Also discussed

urged President
Judi Bailey to for-
feit  her salary
increase to help
save the stations.
He also claimed
there is an overem-

“I can’t imagine hearing my
wife wake up every morning to
silence, and not ‘Morning
Edition’ with Bob Edwards.”

— Frank Kerwin
Former NMU Professor

was the proposed cut
of the Communi-
cation Disorder
Graduate program.
ASNMU President
Carissa Waters closed
the public portion of

phasis on campus
construction that could be reduced.

“I can’t imagine hearing my wife wake
up every morning to silence, and not
‘Morning Edition’ with Bob Edwards,”
said Kerwin. “By cutting these programs,
we risk losing the good will and financial
support of the community.”

The USOEC will also be eliminated by
the proposed cuts in 2004. The center is
currently home to USA Speed Skating,
USA Boxing and USA Wrestling.

The USOEC program is something that
sets us apart from other universities, said

the meeting with a
report on student opinion that was gathered
through the “Let’s Chat” sessions with
President Bailey.

A quality education, high technology
and connectedness and affordability are the
three biggest reasons students enroll at
Northern, Waters said.

“The proposed budget cuts may take a
toll on the feeling of connectedness here on
campus,” she said.

A university forum on the proposed
budget cuts is scheduled from 3 to 5 p.m.
on April 17 in Jamrich 102.

NEWS

ASNMU

Continued from Page 1

the elections],” Waters said. “It was
difficult to read student opinion.”

Presidential candidate Gary Roehm
said if anything opens up for ASNMU
next year, he would consider taking
part in the student government.

Jessie Maier could not be reached
for comment.

Sam Paciero ran uncontested for
the vice president position and

received 1,298 votes.

The new board will be sworn in on
April 15 at the last meeting for the cur-
rent ASNMU board. All-Student
Judiciary chairwoman Jessica Lanser
will swear in the new board. After
swearing in, the new board will have
its first meeting.

“I'm confident the new board will
do a fine job,” Waters said. “I wish
them the best of luck with everything.”

WEB

Continued from Page 1
Northern’s mainframe, to Banner.

Banner is a product produced by
Systems Computer Technologies and is
a relational database mainframe driving
the whole student system.

“This will be a huge change over the
next year,” Flack said. “Banner has a lot
more capabilities.”

Also new to the “Web for Students”
will be the option to pay bills through a
product called ebill.

Scheduled payments may automati-
cally be taken out of a student’s account
if the student wishes, Lind said.

Students will also have Web based
access to their NMU e-mail through the
new page.

Another feature of the new Web page
is that it may be accessed from any-
where and, once completely installed,

anytime, Flack said.

However, since the software is still
being installed and must be updated, it is
currently - available from 7 am. to 10
p.m. Sunday through Thursday and from
7 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Fridays.

“Improving Student Services has
been and will be a major directive of the
new system,” Director of
Communications and Marketing Brian
Zinser said.

He said it will also cut down the
amount of first-class mail sent from the
university because it will be replaced
with e-mail.

“It will be more timely [and also] cut
down on phone calls and walk-ins [for
student services],” Zinser said.

For more information on the Web
page, contact Bob Rustman at rrust-
man@nmu.edu.

FOR THE
RECORD:

In the April 3 story “Grad programs in danger,” Dr. Kathleen Thompson is
a faculty member. Kerri Schuiling is the department head.

27-2480

Z®NMU Bookstore

1-888-458-8668
de s Effectie A 1011

$10.99/$13.99

2 snes - Asoried Colors

Al Caps
25% OFF
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Local

Freighters make it back to shore

MARQUETTE — Two ore boats stuck in the ice in Lake
Superior off Marquette’s shore returned safely to the dock in the
Upper Harbor on Monday. The cargo carriers Saginaw and
Joseph Thompson were stranded from Friday afternoon until
about 3 p.m. on Monday. A Coast Guard cutter was summoned
from Duluth to help free the ships. Poor weather is being blamed
on effectively keeping the ships from safely navigating, as mild
conditions last week turned into wind and snow during the week-
end. Crew members spent much of their extra time finishing win-
ter maintenance projects on the vessels and watching satellite
TV.

National

U.S. plans Iraq opposition meeting

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The United States plans to host a
conference of Iraqi opposition leaders next week to discuss the
creation of an interim Iraqi authority to replace Saddam Hussein,
U.S. officials said on Tuesday. The conference is tentatively
scheduled for April 15 in the southern Iraqi town of Nasiriya,
they said. Participation in the conference will include both resi-
dent and exiled Iraqi citizens and military leaders and “will be
very wide, broad-based and definitely reflecting Iraq’s religious
and ethnic diversity,” a White House official said. “Our view of
an interim authority is something that’s run, chosen by Iraqis,
that it should be representative of all the groups in Iraqg,” a
Deputy State Department spokesman said on Monday.

International

Mass grave site found in Congo

KINSHASA, Congo — United Nations investigators said on
Tuesday they had found 15 mass graves containing about 300
bodies, the remains of last week’s massacre of more than 950
civilians in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Survivors told
U.S. reporters most victims =— which included many children —
were members of the Hema ethnic group, attacked last Thursday
morning by their Lendu neighbors firing guns and wielding
machetes. The massacre around the Roman Catholic parish of
Drodro, near the Uganda border, took place just days after war-
ring Congolese factions signed a political agreement to end sev-
eral years of conflict. It is the deadliest atrocity since the civil
war in Congo began over four years ago, a U.N. spokesman said.

Weird News

Heinz unveils new blue ketchup

PITTSBURGH — The H.J. Heinz Company, which has in the
past sold ketchup in red, green, purple, pink, orange and teal, is
adding blue to its list of condiment colors. The company unveiled
Heinz EZ Squirt “Stellar Blue” on Monday, just in time for spring
and summer — the hot seasons for condiments. Due to the success
of past colors, Heinz expects the new color to boost, all ketchup
sales, not just the oddly tinted ones, a company spokesman said.
Since Heinz introduced *“Blastin’ Green” in October 2000, the com-
pany. has sold more than 25 million bottles of colored ketchup.
Heinz produced 1 million rainbow-colored, mystery bottles last
year. Consumers who bought the ketchup didn’t know, until they
squirted it on a burger whether they got pink, orange or teal.

— Compiled from news sources

* Friday: Partly cloudy. High 50. Low around 30.

e Saturday: Partly cloudy. High around 40. Low near
25

e Sunday: Partly cloudy. High around 43. Low around
20.
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Office assistant and senior psychology major Phindile Mashinini and senior secretary Tina Sehl look
over data work in the Counseling Center office on April 9. The center is among other student serv-
ices awaiting the outcome of current BAC recommendations which will determine the office’s future.

Student services prepare
for budget adjustments

BY ADAM WESTHOUSE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

With virtually the entire uni-
versity preparing to -undergo
drastic transformations due to
looming budget cuts, a number of
student support services will also
be faced to make harsh changes
of their own.

The Health Promotions Office
and the Counseling Center are on
the list of being eliminated from
the university, with their services
being reduced and dispensed to
other existing offices on campus
to save money.

For the Counseling Center, the
current Budget ~Alternatives
Committee recommendation
states that one counselor be trans-
ferred to the psychology depart-
ment while another will go to the
School of Education. The direc-
tor and the remaining counselor
at the office will be incorporated
into the Vielmetti Health Center.

Counseling Center Director
Thomas Stanger said he is unsure
of exactly how counseling servic-
es ‘will be administered  if the
BAC  recommendations are
approved.

Stanger said his office is still
waiting to see what the final
budget decisions will be.

“We want the best counseling
center possible, and I'd hate to
see our services cut down,”
Stanger said. “It’s not possible

for everyone [at NMU] to be
happy with the [BAC] recom-
mendations, but we’re prepared
to make the best out of every-
thing.”

Although several offices will
save funds by not filling various
vacated positions, the student
labor budget will likely be
reduced in - student services
offices such. as the Dean of
Students, " Jobsearch,  Academic
Advising and Career Planning,
Disability Services and Financial
Aid.

The BAC also recommended
that two graduate student posi-
tions should be eliminated from
the Dean of Students office.

Jobsearch Director John Frick
said the activities his office holds
will remain in place, such as
Career Awareness Day, which
will still receive sufficient funds
and also various job fairs.

Frick said job fairs are self-
perpetuating in terms of funds, as
employers pay the Jobsearch
office .to take part in fairs
throughout the year.

Health Promotions Specialist
Lenny Shible said that even
though there may no longer be a
central office to go for health
issues and support, he is confi-
dent that the university will effec-
tively continue parts of his pro-
gram in other areas.

“The good news is that even
before the HPO office “existed,

the university promoted health
awareness through areas such as
the residence halls, the student
leadership  office = and = the
Vielmetti Health Center,” Shible
said.

Associate Provost for Student
Services and Enrollment Bill
Bernard said
the = recom-
mended cuts
to student
services
were made
with-  how
much an
impact it
would have
on the stu- Stanger
dent body as a whole in mind.

“If the cuts were to proceed as
recommended, I really don’t
think the student body as a whole
will see that big of a difference,”
Bernard said. “Individuals may
see a difference, but in the big
picture of our university and the
[BAC’s] core mission of main-
taining academic quality, I don’t
think there will be that drastic of
a change.”

Bernard said the services pro-
vided by HPO and counseling
services will continue, but will
likely have to be done in alternate
methods.

“I’m very confident we’ll be
able to maintain a level of servic-
es that will meet students’
needs,” Bernard said.

AMOUNT OF MONEY SAVED BY PROPOSED SERVICE CUTS

Jobsearch Cente

Health Promotions Office

« Not fill administrative position — $20,400
» Reduce student labor — $4,000
« Reduce support budget — $9,000

« Eliminate administrative position — $35,565

» Reduce support budget — $9,000

Dean of Students
* Not fill administrative position — $60,531

* Eliminate clerical/technical position — $38,000

» Eliminate two’graduate assistants — $24,000

» Reduction of student labor in DSS — $10,000

* Reduction of student labor in Dean of Students
Office — $4,000
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Merit awards in question

Michigan legislature debates
future of financial aid money

BY NICOLE GEARHART
STAFF WRITER \
In the midst of Michigan’s
current budget situation, the sta-
tus of financial aid and merit
awards has become a topic of
debate in the state legislature.
Mark Delorey, director of
NMU'’s financial aid office, said
the future of the Michigan Merit
Award is still undecided. The
Michigan Merit Award is a pro-
gram that awards up to $2,500 to
those  with qualifying Michigan
Educational Assessment Program
(MEAP) test scores. Delorey said
high school seniors and graduates
that have already taken the test
and have been promised the
award will receive it as planned.
A proposal by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm to reduce the amount
of the award from $2,500 to $500
in the future is also being consid-
ered. The money taken from the
Merit Award would be used to
provide. Medicaid for low-
income families.
Delorey said this decision is a
hard one to make, because both
are worthy causes and it is diffi-

cult to say that one should take
precedence over the other. The
outcome of this proposal proba-
bly will not be known until after
Sept. 30 of this year, Delorey
said.

Another of Michigan’s major
scholarship ~ programs,  the
Michigan Competitive
Scholarship, is also currently in
danger of being cut.

Delorey said the Competitive
Scholarship is awarded based on
both financial need and the
results of the ACT test and-is
closely tied to the: cost of a stu-
dent’s chosen school.

Delorey  said it is still
unknown whether
freshmen will be able to receive
this scholarship. An additional
proposal by Granholm would
scrap all of the smaller scholar-
ship programs and use it for one
larger program, to be known as
the ~ Michigan = Opportunity
Scholarship, which would largely
be based on financial need,
Delorey said.

incoming

Along with the reformation of

the current scholarship programs,
Granholm said she would like to

Northern Michigan University
Performing Arts Series
Presents

John Gorka

“The preeminent male singer-songwriter of the
new folk movement”

Kaufman Auditorium
611 Front Street

Saturday, April 12*  7:30 PM

$6 all students; $13 NMU faculty/staff, $14 general admission - in advance.
$8 all students, $15 NMU faculty/staff, $16 general admission - at the door.

Avallable at:
The Superior Dome, University Center Snak Shak, Forest Roberts Theatre
and at the door
On line at: www.nmu.edwtickets

Reserved Seating
Call 227-1032 for phone orders

Rolling Stone

change the way this money gets
spent.

Currently, students attending
private colleges receive 65 per-
cent of $112.4 million in finan-
cial aid, with the remaining 35
percent going to public universi-
ty students.

Under Granholm’s budget rec-
ommendation, students
public universities would receive
75 percent of the $112.4 million,
while ‘those at private. schools
would get 25 percent, according
to an article from the Gongwer
News Service, Michigan’s leg-
islative/governmental newspaper.

Officials from private colleges
have voiced their concern.

“We fear this is going to pre-
vent thousands of needy students
from attending independent col-
Rick Rogers, president of
the College for Creative Studies,
located in Detroit, said in the
Gongwer News Service story.

Delorey also said he urges stu-
dents who are concerned with the
financial aid situation to contact
state legislators and show their
support for this proposal.

“This new system would
make sure everyone [receives
aid],” Delorey said. “If this pro-
posal goes through; nearly every-
one will notice an increase in
financial aid.”

from

leges,”

Left foot green

|
|
|
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Kelly Adams/NW
Halverson Hall's Fantasia House hosted “Battle of the
Sexes” at 9:30 p.m. on April 7. The Fantasia, Deja Vu,
Looney Bin and River’s Edge houses competed to deter-
mine the weaker sex. Twister was a part of the activities.
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Tuesday thru Saturday

1am - 2am
L ]

Lunch: 1lam - 4pm
Dinner: 4pm - 10pm
Night Club: 10pm - 2am

Fri & Sat, Apr 1th-12th

Thu, Apr 10th
Kickback

Tue: $4 220z Long Island
Wed: $2 Pitchers
Thu: $1/$3/$4 Drafts
Fri: $2 Domestic Bottles
Sat: Ladies Night™ +

$2 Rail Drinks

George Bedard
and the King Pins

Soon you’ll be recieiving
your bachelor’s degree...

Consider earning a Masters

of Science degree in

Criminal Justice.

For more information, contact the
Department of Criminal Justice.

906.227.2660
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Distinguished faculty announced for ‘03

NMU professors recognized
for outstanding contributions

BY MARY ANN CANCILLA
NEWS EDITOR

Northern Michigan University
recently announced English
Professor Carol Bays, Philosophy
Professor David Cooper and
Nursing Professor  Kathleen
Thompson as the winners of this
year’s Distinguished  Faculty
Award.

The . recipients = of = the
Distinguished Faculty Award are
nominated by students, faculty
and staff and then chosen by a
committee of all academic deans
and the Provost and Vice
President of Academic Affairs
Fred Joyal.

The committee bases its deci-
sion' on the faculty member’s
record of major contributions to
both NMU and their specific pro-
fessional field.

The committee judged on
three main categories: teaching,
research and university or profes-
sionally related community serv-
ice.

Bays, who came to NMU in
1976, is a graduate of the
University of Michigan, where
she studied Japanese linguistics.

Currently, Bays teaches cours-
es including world literature:
non-Western and Japanese, 19th
and 20th century American litera-
ture, mod-
ernism and
critical
thinking.

Bays cre-
ated and
taught a
first-year
Japanese
language
course  at Bays
NMU from 1986 to 1992.

In addition, Bays has present-
ed many papers examining the
role of world literature in under-
graduate curriculum.

Bays will be conducting a
workshop in Hong Kong this
summer where she will be teach-
ing world literature online.

She - said she would also be
making a short trip to Japan
where she plans to meet up with
other professors to try to set up
correlation between students.

Bays said she is especially
interested in disciplinary proj-
ects. Last year she taught an
interdisciplinary class  on- the

- BE OUR GUEST

DEARBORN

The University of Michigan-Dearborn invites you to
be a guest student for the Summer 2003 semester.
We have three options to accommodate students
who are home for summer vacation;

Full Term
Half Term |
Half Term Il

For information please call the Office of Admissions
and Orientation, 313-593-5100, to speak with an

admissions counselor.

May 5 - August 22
May 5 - June 27
June 30 -~ August 22

“Perspectives of Evil.”

The class was in response to
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

“We held a campus-wide con-
ference,” Bays said. “It was real-
ly challenging to do something
that different.”

Cooper came to NMU in
1971. His
specialties
include
applied
ethics,
and
political phi-
losophy and
philosophy
of psycholo-
gy.

He teaches courses such as
normative and applied ethics,
philosophy of psychology, phi-
losophy of law, logic, the history
of ancient and medieval philoso-
phy and the history of modern
philosophy.

Cooper is a member of the
Student Faculty Judiciary and the
ex-chairman of the Academic
Senate.” He has published two
books; the most recent will be
available on June 30, “Ethics for
Professionals in a Multicultural
World.” He is currently working
on an interactive CD that will be
released in 2004.

“It is nice to be recognized by

social

my colleagues,” Cooper said.
“But it won’t change anything. I
am going to keep on doing what I
am doing.”

Cooper said he has been nom-
inated for the Outstanding
Teacher Award in the past, but
never for the Distinguished
Faculty BB SR
Award.

Thomp-
son became
a part of the
nursing
department
in 1979 and
has been the
assistant
program Thompson
director since 2001.

She has both a bachelor’s and
master’s  degree from the
University of Michigan and a
doctorate in nursing statistics and
research methods from the
University of Maryland at
Baltimore.

Before coming to NMU,
Thompson worked as a staff
nurse and later a charge nurse at
St. Joseph Hospital in Ann Arbor.
She also was employed as a staff
nurse at - Sinai Hospital .in
Baltimore, Md.

Thompson is currently con-
ducting an ongoing research proj-
ect that highlights home health
care and its impact on the cardiac
health of clients.

Thompson has also been
trained as a site visitor for the
Commission on  Collegiate
Nursing Education, the profes-
sional accreditation organization
of baccalaureate and higher pro-
grams.

The awards will be given to
the professors at an April 27 din-
ner held in their honor. They will
also be recognized at the May 2
Board of Trustees meeting and
during graduation ceremonies.
Each recipient will receive a cer-
tificate and $1,000.

Past faculty award recipients

* Paul Antois, psychology, ‘02

* John Rebers, biology, ‘02

» Harvey Wallace, HPER, 02

* Sandra Poindexter, business ‘01
* James Cantrill, CAPS, ‘01

* Suzanne Standerford, school of

education, ‘01

* Louis Bourgault, CAPS, ‘00

* Lucille Contois, clinical lab
studies, ‘00

* Neil Cumberlidge, biology ‘99
» Sandra Imdieke, education ‘99
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Grow up

After weeks of campaigning, a very close election has
come to a close. As ASNMU prepares to pass the torch to
a new group of student leaders, two things became quite
evident about our student body — we are immature and
apathetic.

A small group of people has tarnished the image of
students at our university. Even within the memory span
of a fifth-year senior, there has never been such dirty
campaigning as there was this year.

Rather than promoting themselves, some candidates
chose to knock their opponents. While this well-known
technique is seemingly a requirement to be a politician,
it’s childish. Writing crude rants on people’s campaign
posters is unnecessary. Whether it was other candidates
or just regular students, the people who wrote obscenities
on posters last week have tainted the image of the entire
student body.

Someone actually took the time to hack into the
ASNMU Web site to place their rude message about a
candidate online. Fortunately, not many people saw it,
because not many people took the time to vote.

The students who did vote picked Kyle Ortiz over fel-
low presidential candidate Jaime Brisco by only 44 votes.
A total of 1,451 students voted, which really says some-
thing about the more than 8,000 students who attend
Northern. It says we don’t care.

The low voter turnout showed that the stereotyping of
our generation as being apathetic is true.

Voting was easy; it only took a few clicks on the
ASNMU Web site. With Internet access for every student
and 24-hours of voting, the turnout this year was espe-
cially disappointing. Granted, it was not a referendum
year, but perhaps now more than ever — with budget
cuts threatening academic programs and student life —
we have the need for strong leadership and full participa-
tion from the members of ASNMU.

Ortiz is certainly capable of leading the student body,
but with the childish group of students currently enrolled
and acting out, and the lack of motivation of the student
body, he may have his work cut out for him.
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Supporting free-
dom of the press

We live in an unfortunate
sound bite culture where diffi-
cult positions get boiled down to
“no blood for oil” or “if you
oppose the war, you support ter-
rorism.”

There are a variety of com-
plex views on military action
against Iraq, and no amount of
sloganeering will effectively
communicate that complexity.

I find myself disturbed by the
sentiment expressed in several
recent letters to The North Wind
suggesting that those who
oppose the current war with Iraq
should stop being vocal about
that opposition.

The idea seems to be that
“the time for debate has passed”
and that patriotic Americans
need to get in line. If ever there
were a time for speaking up and
communicating one’s views,
now is that time. What people
need to understand is that dissent
is also patriotic, and there is
always a place for debate and
discussion.

While I don’t agree with the
policy decisions that sent them
to fight, I support our men and
women in uniform (many of
whom come from the NMU
community) and pray for their
safe and swift return.

I will, however, continue to
voice my opposition to the poli-
cy makers, as is my right and
responsibility as an American.

I will also continue to listen
to people, regardless of their
position on the war, and try to
learn why they’ve come to those
positions. I hope others will do
the same.

Candra K. Gill
Marquette resident

Racism suffered by
all colors of skin

I recently participated in the
King Chavez Parks College Day
Program as a chaperone.

The program was designed as
an opportunity to bring high
school students on tours of cam-

puses all over Michigan. Mainly
aiming for Native Americans,
there were a handful of white
students as well. The program
was very informative for the stu-
dents; however, I feel that the
presenters were not respectful of
the fact that there indeed were
white students within the group.

While visiting the last cam-
pus, the University of Michigan,
we partook in a few presenta-
tions. The presenters were rather
ignorant towards white students.
One woman complained of
European Americans putting her
people into slavery.

Her speech implied that she
was motivating the students to
be against whites. Yes, her peo-
ple might have been slaves;
however, is it fair to the students
on the trip to have something of
that nature thrown in their faces?
The students are not responsible
for the actions of people who
might have been their ancestors.

Other things brought up in
the presentations included the
tuition waiver, Affirmative
Action, and property issues. I
was in charge of a group of five
girls. -

Four of the five were emo-
tionally devastated after the pre-
sentations. They stated to ‘e
feelings of guilt and being
unwanted.

I do not feel this was fair to
these students to be subjected to
such ignorant presenters. The
girls handled the situation in a
very mature manner, and I am
extremely proud of them for
doing so.

On a whole, the program was
very informative. Perhaps in
coming years the program can
be modified to make all students
feel comfortable. Racism against
minorities is a problem, but that
doesn’t make itggight to be racist
towards white people as well:

Melissa Soumis
senior, writing

With prevention
students are safer

I think we can all agree that
sexual assault is wrong, no mat-

ter whom the victim happens to
be.

In the March 20, 2002 North
Wind a Northern Michigan alum-
nus wrote encouraging that male
students educate themselves on
the topic of sexual assault,
While I agree with his senti-
ment, I encourage everyone to
become better educated on this
crime.

And it isn’t just a man’s place
to stand up for the women
around them; it’s everyone’s
responsibility. If the idea of
using women for sex is unset-
tling to you, attacking the men
who victimize them will do no
good.

We can’t change what other
people think or believe
overnight. In a country that val-
ues free speech, all we can do as
citizens is to educate and change
ourselves, and hope to lead by
example.

If we simply bombard those
who think contrary to what we
do, the person will only become
cemented in their ideals. Instead,
I suggest that if someone touts a
woman as a prize or a conquest,
ask them “Well, how did she feel
about that?”

Any reasonably intelligent
person, after hearihg this ques-
tion from many different people,
will soon discover that their
behavior is unacceptable.

But remember, even if you
manage to sway one person with
your argument, there’s always
another person waiting in line to
be an abuser.

The only way to truly change
the situation is to be there to
help and empower the victims.

Ultimately, it’s up to each
person to decide whether or not
they want to be just another
notch on a headboard.

My heart goes out to the
women who were attacked that
night yet, to the best of my
knowledge, the whole situation
could have been avoided if the
victims had simply locked their
doors.

Veronica Howard
Junior, criminal justice/
psychology

William HOlland opinion@thenorthwind.org
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Outlook shouts out
with some silence

Students from across the
country are taking steps to
increase access to under repre-
sented students on their campus-
es. Today, students participated
in the Day of Silence Project to
call attention to the specific
issues that lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender people face in
our universities and to demand
change on campus that will
improve the lives of LGBT stu-
dents. The student group
Outlook will be hosting an all
day silence on the campus of
NMU. We will not be speaking
because we are sending out the
message that everyone is equal
in their own way. Also, we are
not speaking for the sake of the
people who’s voices cannot be
heard around the country.

At 8 p.m. in the lobby of the
Payne/Halverson Residence
Halls we will be doing some-
thingcalled “A Night of Noise.”
It will be an informational ses-
sion about LGBT issues as well
as a question and answer ses-
sion.

The existence of homophobia
and transphobia on your cam-
puses negatively affect the
recruitment and retention of les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der people in higher education.
Students face harassment in the
residence halls, heterosexism in
the classroom and an overall
violent atmosphere on campus.

Most universities do not provide
institutional support for LGBT
people, leaving students open to
this discrimination. “LGBT stu-
dents around the country are fac-
ing barriers to higher education
because of the homophobia,
transphobia and heterosexism
that exists in out colleges and
universities,” said Jo’ie Taylor,
President of the United States
Student Association,
“Universities must protect and
support LGBT students from
discrimination and harassment
on campus in order for these stu-
dents to continue their education
and earn a degree.”

Today, students from around
the country demanded this pro-
tection and support on their
campuses. Some of the demands
made included: adding sexual
orientation and gender identity
to the campus-wide non-discrim-
ination policies, the creation of
LGBT resource centers, the for-
mation of committees designated
to study the campus climate for
LGBT students and mandatory
educational training for staff.
“The Day of Silence,” according
to local organizer Randi
Sherman, is especially relevant
to Northern Michigan University
because “it is going to bring
change to the people around us.”

Local organizer Sherman
hopes that