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;Jan 29, 1995 

Philips, George 908 548 5164 

George was one of the people at Louisville KY reunion who was 
discussing Apr 8 and ~5 L. 

We went over the battle again. He remembered a building and 
a fire near it. He remembered firing at civilians hiding behind the 
trees. 

He thought the action was on a hill overlooking Tambach. Tambach 
came into view after they came down the hill into a clearing. 

He remembered details the tank commander or Lt was Jewish. 
The tank blsted the two germans who came to get the tank. 

He slept by a woodpile that night. 
The people at the reunion were Doyle, and Branning . Doyle has 

had a heart attack and had difficulty going up the steps after the 
paddle wheel trip. 

The road was on the left, and the road turned to the right and 
came to a clearing. It was the seven on the left who were killed. 
Phillips was a BAR man and ran out of ammunition. 

Doyle's injury was to the face that day. Diamond to the nose 
and one eye. 

There was a road block on the left flank on the road. 
The jeep coming up with ammunition had a flat bed trailer. 

Govorchin ,received a battlefield commission some time prior to 
then. 

Harvey gave 
Mallory, Ken 
Cassino, Tony 
Philips, George 
Garg as Buddy 
Garger, Wilbur L 

Tremont, Rollin 

me several names, 
818 445 5189 

908 548 5164 

798 544 5865 

some with phone numbers. 
Arcadia CA 
Brooklyn '-'fl•lJ\f1 A1 4 . 1\ 

NJ r1; ;.; 
·-· '\) )\ ' 

WV Huntington (once) 
Berkeley IL 
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I think perhaps these notes and quotations might be useful in an epilogue . 

From this day to the ending of the world, 
But we in it shall be remembered 
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers 
For he today that sheds his blood with me 
Shall be my brother; 

W. Shakespeare, Henry V iv iii 35 
Battle of Agincourt, 25 October, 1415 

We who fought and survived the chaos of that awful 1944-45 winter in 
Ardennes know of what Shakespeare speaks in Henry V. We too are a 
band of brothers, swiftly fading into the recesses of history. We 
are a band of brothers who became a great militia. 

W. R. D. 

A figure of speech among Veterans of The 1864 Battle of Chickamauga said, 

"I nave been to the mountain 
'' I have seen the elephant 
I have heard the owl, call my name" 

0 Death where is thy sting-a-ling-a-ling 
0 Grave, thy victoree? 
The bells of Hell go Ting-a-ling-a-ling 
For you but not for me . 

British Army 1914-18 

No man is an island, entire of itself . 

Any man's death diminishes me, Because I am involved in rmrunkind; 
and therefore never send to know for Whom the Bell Tolls; It tolls for thee . 

John Donne 

Ye are better than all the ballads 

That ever were sung or said 

For ye are living poems 

And all the rest are dead. 

Longfellow, Children 
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Wurth U.S.A., Inc. 
Ramsey, NJ 07446 
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Fax: 201-825-3706 

Wurth California, Inc. 
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- Opening 1991 -

Wurth Florida Wurth Illinois 
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224 THE UNKNOWN BATTLE 

next approach was made on l December, to Colonel von Stossel at St. 

Quentin. Colonel Black, with Captain Kittstein (from a psychological 

warfare unit) as his interpreter, walked up to the fort with a white flag. 

Kittstein and an enlisted man actually went inside and arranged a 

conference to take place between the two respective commanders. At 

this meeting, terms were discussed but no surrender was agreed . It was 

not until five days later that a white flag was seen on the fort and a 

message was received requesting a meeting at 1130, at the bottom of 

the hill leading up to the western entrance. Colonel Franson was 

appointed as the American representative, and a surrender was 

agreed upon which was official!y accepted by Franson and Major 

Russel of the 2nd Battalion, I Ith Infantry.9 The prisoners taken were 

22 officers, 124 NCO's, and 458 hungry enlisted men; in addition, 

there was a large quantity of weapons and military stores. 
By then, however, it was time for the 5th Infantry to move on and 

leave the forts to others. On December 6, the 2nd Battalion was in the 

process of being relieved by 87th Division troops and getting ready to 

march to Lauterbach on the German border. However, there were 

still 5th Division personnel in the area, who on the following day, 

negotiated the surrender of the neighboring Fort Plappeville. A par­

ley was held outside the fort at 1130; the meeting had been set up by 

Captain Durst, commanding G Company of the I Ith Infantry: After 

the situation had been explained, Colonel Vogel surrendered uncon­

ditionally. 
And then there were two-Driant and Jeanne d'Arc. The former 

was a cause celebre for the German radio which was still broadcasting 

morale-boosting appeals to the garrison. Early in the morning on 8 

December, the 2nd Infantry Regiment was in the process of being 

relieved by a unit of the 87th Division. There were, however, head­

quarters personnel still in the area, when two NCO's from Fort Driant 

arrived to request a meeting. This was something that the 2nd Infan­

try had no intention of handing over on a plate to their successors. 

The capture of Fort Driant was an important battle honor, and 

apparently General Walker did his best to prolong the relief operation 

so that the surrender could be taken,justly, by 5th Division troops. At 

1500, Colonel Richter, the garrison commander, met Colonel Roffe, 

commanding the 2nd Infantry, at the base of the hill leading up to the 

fort . After a parley lasting about h2lf an hour, Colonel Roffe formally 

accepted the surrender, in spite of claims made by the 87th Division-
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The Aftermath 225 

which had done nothing to deserve it. Nineteen officers and 592 

enlisted men marched away into captivity. 

The only fort that the 5th Division had to relinquish to their 

successors was Jeanne d' Arc, which continued to resist until 13 

December, when it surrendered to the 26th Infantry Division. This 

fort was the largest in area, and we know from General Kittel that 

it had been reprovisioned just before communications were cut. It also 

housed the staff of the 462nd VG Division and was commanded by 

the able Major Voss of the 462 Fusilier Battalion. His garrison 

amounted to some 500 of all ranks. 
The question that remains is , Just what did the Germans holed up 

in the forts achieve during the twenty-odd days after the fall of Metz 

on 22 November? In terms of manpower, some 2,650 Germans tied 

down approximately 9,000 Americans-two infantry regiments plus 

HQ staffs and support troops, who could have been better employed 

elsewhere. With an extra division in the line, Walker might well have 

been able to reach the Saar more quickly. As it was, he had two 

bridgeheads by mid-December, at Saarlautern and Dilligen, but the 

latter had to be evacuated as a result of the shift of troops northward 

to counter the threat in the Ardennes. In the time available, an extra 

American division would not have produced results sufficiently deci­
sive to hinder German preparations for the offensive. On that basis, 

one can say that the fort garrisons achieved nothing apart from their 

nuisance value. 
What the Germans did was to let slip a valuable opportunity which 

could have effected the outcome of their December offensive. It is 

invidious, of course, for a military historian, seated in a comfortable 

armchair, to point out the mistakes of his betters, but the following is 

worthy of consideration, as a historical "might-have-been." Now, 

there is no such thing as an "impregnable" fort or fortress; all must 

succumb at some time to starvation even if they cannot be taken by 

storm or guile. The true purpose of fortification, throughout history, 

has always beer. to gain time. 
We know that the Ardennes offensive was in Hitler's mind in early 

September, if not in August, and that anything that would hinder the 

American advance was welcome. Hence his instructions to Balck in 

mid-September, to delay Patton as long as possible. During the 

September battle for Metz, both sides had initially tended to discount 

the value of the fortifications , and both were surprised that the 
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DARK DECEMBER 

despite their stunning defeat in France, had more than equal 
this number, and were fighting for their homeland from fixed, 
fortified positions. It was absolutely essential to concentrate 
the relatively small Allied forces at the most vulnerable Ger­
man spots in order to achieve maximum effectiveness. In early 
September, Eisenhower extended the First Army's front north­
ward to permit Montgomery to ~obilize his forces for the 
Arnhem landings, and again Hodges had to stretch himself 
somewhere. He did it in the Ardennes. Again, early in Octo­
ber, during the drive to open the port of Antwerp, additional 
American units were lent to the British to bolster their forces. 
Only in mid-October was Eisenhower able to provide Hodges 
with a reserve for this long, vulnerable front; at that time the 
9th Armored Division, fresh off the beaches of Normandy, was 
assigned to the VIII Corps, and its three combat commands 
were scattered along the front to provide the mobile reserve 
considered sufficient to restore positions lost in any attack in 
this sector. But already Hitler had spotted the weak point. 

Opposite the Americans, the Germans, busy withdrawing 
their elite troops for refitting, for a long time used the Ardennes 
sector for resting battered divisions and instructing new ones. 
Patrols from both sides moved back and forth through the 
thin lines with ease, and each brought back reports that the 
enemy was weak. Middleton, faced with a choice of fortifying 
his entire line in depth by keeping the men digging or main­
taining an offensive attitude, chose the latter, and was supported 
by his boss, Hodges. The German inactivity influenced his 
decision. Trucks and a few trains, which could have brought 
up mines and other defensive weapons to strengthen the front, 
were busily engaged in hauling ammunition and gasoline for 
the attacking troops in other sectors, since offensive needs were 
deemed most urgent. American soldiers - unused to defense, 
and poorly trained in it - grew restless and, in some cases, 
careless as day after day passed with no apparent German action 
in the Ardennes sector. 

Shifts were made in the Allied lineup in the Middleton sector. 
On September 30, the 2d ( Indianhead) Division replaced the 
4th (Ivy) Division at the ·northern end of Middleton's line, as 
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ALL QUIET 

the 4th was moved north to take a shot at the Roer River dams. 
In the middle of November, the 28th Division, labeled the B~o.ody 
Buckets by the Germans because of its red insignia and v1c1~u.s 
fighting tactics, traded places with the _8th (P~thfi_nder) D1v1-
sion and returned to the center of Middleton s lme to recu­
per~te from the horrible fighting for the Roer River dams. Un­
able to get through the dense Hurtgen forest, the only gateway 
to the dams the division had been pulled back, badly mauled, 

fter havin; been attacked by the 116 Panzer Division. Less 
:han thirty days later the same 116 Panzer hi~ ~h~m again, 
only this time together with twenty-eight other d1v1s1ons .. And 
on the sixth of December the 4th Division returned agam to 
the Middleton sector after having lived through one of the 
worst periods of fighting in the entire war. Working in the area 
in which the 28th had been mauled, the 4th Division suffered 
7,000 casualties in its attempt to drive through to the Roer 
River dams. Still short 1,500 infantrymen, and exhausted from 
the bloody tree-to-tree fighting in the Hurtgen forest, it re~laced 
the 83d (Thunderbolt) Division at the southern e~d. ~f M~ddle­
ton's line. The 83d went north to join the 8th D1v1s1on m the 
continuing Hurtgen fighting. On December 10, the Golden Lion 
Division the 106th, took over the sector of the 2d Division 
in the S~hnee Eifel to free the 2d Division for participation in 
the new V Corps attack toward the Roer River dams. The 
Golden Lions left the States in November, spent a few pleasant 
weeks in England, were brought across t~e channel to_ France 
in the first week of December, and in a sen es of moves m freez­
ing weather were shuttled to the VIII Corps sector, wheret~ey 
were to get their battle indoctrination. This was the last ma1or 
shift, but one other movem~nt is important to our story. In the 
first week of December, Middleton staged, on orders from,, 
higher headquarters, what is known as a "rubber duck" 'OP~. , · 
eration. Middleton's "rubber duck" involved the fake move- ;. 
ment of a new division into the VIII Corps sector. Its ·purpose, · as understood by Middleton, was to draw German divisions 
away from the vital Aachen sector where we we~e p:eparing our 
attack to the Roer River dams. And all this time German 
forces in the Ardennes appeared to be light. 
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Middleton's defense line lay deep in the heart of the rolling 

wooded hills of eastern Belgium and Luxembourg, commonly 

called the Ardennes forests. Long known for its quaint charm, 

this famed vacation area, with alternate gorges and ridges in­

terspersed by areas of gently rolling hills, is covered with large 

forests, and criss-crossed by a sparse network of roads generally 

following the valleys. Bordered on the east by the · Our River 

and on the west by the majestic Meuse River, winding its way 

through a beautiful valley across half of western Europe, the 

Ardennes region has been visited by thousands upon thousands 

of pleasure-seeking vacationists. Its famed chateaus have 

played host to many an international gathering. Twice before, 
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the region had been trampled by boots of conquest-bound Ger 

man troops headed for the richer lands of France and Belgium 

Over half of Middleton's defense line was based on a series o 

river lines, principal of which was the narrow, but deepl; 

etched, Our River, separating first Luxembourg _and then Bel 

gium from Germany. However, on the extreme north of hi 

line, the 4th (Ivy) Division had penetrated a portion of th1 

West Wall due east of the road center called St. Vith, and wa: 

perched in German territory on a large ridge, called the Schne1 

Eifel. The northern positions, strategically important hecaus, 

we possessed this segment of the West Wall, were nevertheles 

difficult to hold because of their exposed nature. Several time 

General Middleton requested permission to withdraw from thi 

penetration of the German defensive positions to straighten ou 

his line along more tenable positions some ten miles to th 

· west. Permission was not granted because of the tactical im 

portance of the penetration of the West Wall. So exposed wer, 

two of the battalions, however, that supply of them could be e:I 

fected only at night. Finally Middleton, in desperation, witb 

drew these two battalions without authority from higher head 

quarters, and blew up some twenty-five pillboxes which ha, 

· been occupied in that area. But still Middleton was alarme, 

about the possibility of an attack around the Schnee Eifel fron 

both exposed flanks, and to counteract this possibility, he con 

centrated ten of the thirteen Corps' artillery battalions in thi 

northern sector to give added support to his revised positiorn 

Middleton's defensive positions were nothing more than 

series of widely separated strongpoints, each with barbed win 

minefields, probably a machine gun, and covered shelten 

These strongpoints were scattered along the front, hut betwee 

. them the ground, usually including the roads, was wide oper 

It is no wonder that large parties of Germans were able to filte 

through the lines at night, almost at will, and some of ther 

wandered about for days on end. Driving along the roads irr 

mediately behind the front lines, one had something of an ur 

comfortable feeling, wondering just how many "Krauts" migl 

he staring from behind bushes. 
The Germans knew we were weak in the Ardennes. Fiel 
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Army sector to establish a bridgehead across the Roer River, 
thus further upsetting Ninth Army's plans for a crossing of 
the river at some future day, was abandoned in view of the 
probable heavy losses it would entail. To allow Dietrich 
greater freedom of movement, his northern corps was returned 
to Fifteenth Army, from which it had been borrowed. Replace­
ments totalling 24,000 men were promised for the West­
em Front. The decree requiring a 10 per cent decrease in 
the strength of all theaters, intended to reduce staffs and sup­
ply units, was suspended for Model's army group until Feb­
ruary 1, 1945. And finally, a proposal that Seventh Army be 
reinforced for a strike at Luxembourg City, for morale pur­
poses, was vetoed in favor of an all-out attack on Bastogne, 
which was to be the first order of business. · 

THE ATTACK ON BASTOGNE 

Having made his decision to fight east of the Meuse River, 
Hitler at once concentrated his attention on Bastogne, about 
which he had expressed little concern prior to the change in 
plans. Now, with a large battle looming east of the River, 
Bastogne was a huge rock jutting out of the German sea, and 
an ever present threat to the German line of communications. 
It had to be taken. With this in mind, Hitler ordered a con­
centrated attack on Bastogne. Suddenly, German divisions 
from all parts of the Bulge descended on Bastogne preparatory 
to a new siege of the town. During this time ensued the heav­
iest fighting of the battle for Bastogne; the casualties were 
frightfully heavy, much worse than during the actual siege. 

First to be shunted south, even though in the midst of an 
attack on Hotton, the Fuehrer Escort Brigade received orders 
on December 26 to disengage immediately, march to the south­
west of Bastogne, where it was to attack across the narrow 
neck opening into the town, and once again isolate the de­
fenders of Bastogne. Then the panzer divisions of "Sepp" Die­
trich's Sixth Panzer Army were to descend upon the town 
from three sides, and throttle the defenders. One by one, Die-
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trich's panzers shifted their weight from the XVIII Airborne 
Corps front, to the south. By the first of the year, 1, 9, and 
12 SS Panzer Divisions were ringed around Bastogne, attack­
ing from three sides. The Fuehrer Escort Brigade, having 
once failed, was again ordered to cut off the neck of the salient 
into Bastogne in conjunction with an attack by J SS Panzer 
Division from the east, but the Americans were already too 
strongly entrenched in this narrow corridor, and the German 
attacks failed to break through. By the first of the year, eight 
German divisions were closeted around Bastogne, closing in 
for the kill. 

To counteract the terrific German pressure being exerted 
· on Bastogne, Patton attacked west of Bastogne. Once the threat 
to the M~use River was definitely ended, Eisenhower was ready 
to release the divisions which had been attached to Middleton's 
VIII Corps; prior to this time Eisenhower had forbidden their 
use east of the Meuse River. On December 28, "Beetle" 
Smith, Eisenhower's Chief of Staff, received a message from 
his chief, who was touring the fronts: "Release to Bradley at 
once the 11th Armored and 87th Divisions, and organize a 
strong Bastogne-Houffalize attack." On the cold, crisp morn­
ing of December 30, the attack orders were issued, as troops 
of these divisions moved to the offensive through towering snow 
drifts. Soon joined by the 17th Airborne Division, which had 
also been held in r'eserve until this time, the divisions crawled 
forward in the worst of winter weather. Their progress was 
tediously slow, their casualties exorbitantly high: all of them 
new to combat, they had to fight in the severest cold, on icy 
roads over which tank movements were almost impossible. 
These new troops had been moved over long distances, and 
then immediately committed to action with little time for re­
connaissance. But had the attack been delayed long enough for 
adequate reconnaissance, it is probable the Germans would have 
launched another attack, and surrounded Bastogne. 

With Middleton's VIII Corps again reconstituted and back 
in the fray, the pressure on Bastogne was somewhat eased, 
although up through January 3 the Germans unrelentingly 
attacked the town. But with the III Corps divisions closing 
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could tell that boat was overcrowded. Only had to look at it. It gets 

out in the cenner, starts to rock. Next thing, everyone was in the 

water, all splashin' an' tryin' to swim." .. 

"Didn't anyone go after them?" I asked somewhat thickly. 

"Them li'l motor boats put out from each shore, but by then the 

men were too scattered. All excited~ Boats picked up as many as they 

could, but some of the boys, they struck right out and swam f~r 

shore. Made it, too! Ah saw one boy step outta that rescue boat still 

holdin' onto his grease gun. Pourin' water. Yes~ sir, they lost eight 

men." 
The litter bearers had slung off their equipment and were about to 

join us in the party when the captain returne~ to the r_o~m an~ 

ordered them out at once with angry instructions to re1om their 

companies and stay with them. It was the iron do~r clo~ing ~ their 

faces. They picked up their equipment, put it on m funous sile~ce, 

and went out. But instead of returning immediately to the compames, 

they took shelter in the cellars and houses nearby, where they too 

found liquor and started celebrations of their own. 

The fall of a city the size and importance of Coblenz was nothing 

as one had imagined it. The windows of all the houses were shuttered 

tight; a few dead German and American soldiers lay in the streets; 

jeeps raced by; artillery barrages screamed in, bringing houses down 

in a thunder of rubble; fighting continued from street to street. But 

there was, over all, the chaotic air of a drunken, end-of-the-world 

carnival. Infantrymen who had been down in the cellars ran cr?oke_dly 

past, firing anywhere, and shrill, overexcited young German girls, im­

patient of rape, ran after them through ~arrage~, ducking into almost 

flat doorways as tiles fell from the roofs m crashmg showers. 

A Free French newspaper photographer drove up in a jeep, bran­

dishing a revolver, and staggered out drunlc to take pictures. In a shut­

tered house directly across the way from us we heard someone 

banging out "Lili Marlene" on the piano, and, going into a rage, the 

photographer entered and pulled open the living-room door with _a 

shout. On the point of firing, he found himself aiming at two Amen­

can soldiers: Ted Jameson at the piano and Paul Clifford standing 

beside him. The photographer came over to us, shaking from his nar­

row escape. 
In another house, Jimmy McDonough and Horse-face Fogarty, an 

aid man temporarily taking little Jenkins' place, were looting the con­

tents of a living room. They had learned to .say, "Achtung! Macht 
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schnell! Kommen Sie bier!" and approximations of several other Ger­

man expressions that they repeated to each other over and over. 

While Fogarty had his back turned, rifling through the ornaments in 

a corner whatnot, Jimmy McDonough, with mock German gruffness 

said just behind him, "Achtung! Macht schnell!" ' 

"Hey, cut it out; you make me nervous," Fogarty said, but a mo­

ment or two passed and the harsh German voice resumed. "Cut it 

out, I said!" Fogarty repeated. "What the hell's the matter with you 

anyway, always f---in' arouri'd." Then he felt something poke •him in 

the back, a_nd when he turned he saw that Jimmy McDonough was 

at the far side of the room, speechless and shivering, his hands trem­

bling over his head. Four armed German soldiers had come into the 

room after them, and it took both Americans a few jibbering moments 

before they realized the Germans were poking their rifles at them in 

an attempt to hand over the weapons and surrender. 

In a living room up the street, a group of American soldiers were 

fast getting drunk. Going tipsily out into the dark hall to look for the 

bath_room, they found themselves, in confusion, bumping into German 

soldiers who had been holding wassail on the second floor and had 

come downstairs on the same mission. " 'Scuse me. Beg your pardon. 

Wanna get through here," one American found himself sayiqg to an 

equally drunken German in a polite, Alphonse-and-Gaston act;· 

Don Stoddard dashed in off the street to escape a heavy artillery 

barrage, and, running into a dining room, looking for the way to the 

~llar, he came upon one of his litter squad having sexual intercourse 

with the woman of the house. It was Bob Lozlo, of Hungarian descent, 

a _young expectant father, dark and thin-faced, who was replacing 

Dick Gann as litter bearer. 

At intervals between the shelling, the cobbled street just outside the 

hospital rang with the heavy clatter of German boots as long streams 

of prisoners came past. There were as many as forty or fifty at a time 

hands ~p, ~eing chevied along by two small infantrymen, one of 

whom mvanably was unsteady on his feet. Many of the prisoners 

themselves were drunk; their canteens were filled with cognac. 

Once German 88s screamed :n and a long line of prisoners, four 

abreast, hands over their heads, though badly frightened, broke into 

an ord~rly run. There were some wounded among them, being helped 

or earned along, and far behind, shouting, running for all he was 

w~rth in his long overcoat, came one enormous, tipsy clown of a 

pnvate, eager to join his fellow prisoners. 

By four in the afternoon Coblenz proper had not been cleared, but 
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lying unburied in the yard: the gas chambers and crematoriums had 
been operating at full speed until the very last moment, but there had 
been no time for the S.S. to bury all the ghastly signs of their guilt. 

"Some of our guys over there saw it. They were pukin'. Th.ey said 
it was awful! But they're gonna let everyone over to see it. If you 
wanna go, they say you ought to see it before they clean any of it up." 

The field in which we were standing was overgrown with knee-high 
dead, bleached weeds, and the crowds of men trampling on them made 
constant loud crackling sounds. Nineteen-year-old Konrad Hausner, 
one of the regimental interpreters, a refugee who had been born in 
Germany and had spent his childhood there, came quickly through 
the straw-colored weeds with his superior offiser, a man in charge of 
Military Government. Letting the officer go past, he stopped to shake 
hands and talk for a few minutes. He said, "I've just come from 
Ordruf, from the concentration camp." 

"I hear they're going to let us all go over and see it." 
"Don't. Don't go. Do yourself a favor-stay away! It's the most 

.horrible thing-worse than anything you ever heard of. Bodies all 
over the place-women, kids, men-all heaped together, half burned. 
They must have been living skeletons. God, what bastards to do things 
like that! I tell you, I'm sick! Take it from me, it's all there; none of 
it's exaggerated, but don't go." . 

As it turned out, we were not permitted to go over, but toward 
evening Jimmy McDonough and his friend Horse-face Fogarty re­
turned to Stutzhaus. Fogarty was slack and expressionless; Jimmy 
McDonough looked awed. "You're lucky you didn't go," he said, 
passing me. "God, it was awful. Honest, I'm sick." 

We had our mess kits out, getting ready to line up, anc:l someone 
asked if he were going to eat. 

"Eat?" He put his hand on his stomach and turned his head away. 
"Listen, I don't even wanna think about •eatin'." He went on into the 
aid station to lie down as Fogarty had done. When we were going to 
sleep that night, he was still lying on l1is stomach, his head buried in 
his arms. They didn't eat all the next day, but sat in the aid station, 
dazed and silent. 

About a week later, some rear elements of our division were present 
at Ordruf when the burgomaster led his townsfolk out to the concen­
tration camp for a burial ceremony. By then the place had been 
considerably cleaned up. The starved and half-consumed bodies had 
been gathered together and placed in coffins, and there were even a 

few floral offerings. When --~1e people sa';" what the camp was like and 
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were led through the torture chambers and past the ovens, men and 
women screamed out and fainted; others were led away crying hysteri­
cally. All swore that during the past years they had had no idea of 
what had been going on in · the camp just outside their town. 

And yet, one heard other stories. One heard that it would be im­
possible not to know what was happening, that the greasy black smoke 
and the unmistakable odor of burning bodies could be detected for 
miles around such concentration camps, that villagers got up petitions 
to have the camps moved elsewhere. 

I never knew what to believe. 
Near the field of tall dead weeds there was a fenced-in yard that 

was being used as a temporary prisoner-of-war pen. German soldiers 
of all ranks were crowded into it, their hands raised, while the regi­
mental guards searched them and their meager belongings, opening 
their packs, flipping through their army booklets, robbing the prisoners 
of rings, watches, money, so;_:venirs and pen-and-pencil sets, occasion­
ally tossing the articles they didn't want over the fence to begging, 
jumping infantrymen. 

Among the prisoners was one strapping blond young S.S. man who 
doubtless cursed and hated himself now for surrendering, and, in an 
attempt to save his pride, he put up a public challenge. to beat any 
four Americans in an honest fist fight. Believing fanatically in the 
myth of his superiority, h~ begged and shouted for the chance and 
caused quite a disturbance in the compound. 

A passing American who:, reminded me of the former Sergeant J ano­
vic of C Company, shorter than the German and not, too prepos­
sessing in appearance, heard of the vaunt, walked in quietly, put down 
his rifle, took off his helmet and field jacket, squared off, and beat the 
Nazi all over the enclosure .. He battered him so that at the end of 
three or four minutes the German was lying on the ground, heaving, 
bis face cut, nose bleeding, his fists pressed against his eyes, trying 
to shut out the acknowledgment of this ignominious day. The infan­
tryman, whom no one seemed to know, rubbed his scraped knuckles, 
put on his helmet and jacket, shouldered his rifle and walked away 
without saying anything. The German was left on the ground. The 
rest of the prisoners formed a distant, expressionless circle around 

him. 

Near one o'clock one warm afternoon the whole long convoy of 
jeeps and trucks came to a halt beneath the first surrender flags of a 
shabby, damaged little town, and the road immediately became thick 
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About midnight we rereiH•d orders that we• h ad bPe n 
1·e•atta r hc·d to the T hird Army (havi ng been temporaril y in 
the Seventh), and t ha t we were to furni sh direct support fo , 
the :,i4 ,·,11, Infantry·, jump-off tlw !lext morn ing. llecaus<' w, 
di dn' t kno\\ wh at t rick, the Ge rman s might pull. our supp l,­
s<•rgl'ant., di stribut ed ou r ga , masks, ou r 01wration, an d 
communication , sert,011' worked all night preparing ma,, , 
and changing radi o frequenri!' S. W<' m arch orde red ne,t 
morning about four-thirty. 

Tlw doughboys started walking north east from Hait. \ Ye 
went int o position an d trie•d t o fire . but s ince th e re was !iLtl t-
1·esistann·. the infam ry kept going. The front lines ha d 
h ard!,· bt•<'n establi shed. We• di splaced again and mowd 
ahead of the• engineers and reserve infantry into Freu, 
Suzerain for bet ter range. So far W<' were th e only artillery 
battalion th a t ha11 mowd u p. 

At 111oircy resistanc<' su ddenly increased. Having n ·-
trt·ated into t he vil lage·, the German s entrenched them seln., 
and opened up with all they had, defending their position , 
with mortars, machine guns , small arm s, and t ank s . Th r 
infantrv had the situation in ha nd bv mid-afternoon . and 
the Gei·mans pull ed back. The town ~vas ou r s with fo, 1, 
ei ht pri so1wrs and two t a nks kn qcked out. Lt. Diamon d. 
ob,en•pr from Batt e r,· C, su ffo rc•d n s ,·en· head " ·ounrl. 
Lt. O])(')·i:-t surHy oflicer , got t rench foot /,,. a, I both h/1(1 
to l,p evacuat ed. . 

Then, jus t a lit tle a ft er dark, the German , count<•t ­
attackt'd with a number of infantry and t anks. The dough ­
boys suffe red heavy ca su a lt ie,;., and h ad t o withdra\\· fron, 
the town. Lts. All ee and Staver,''\ eeing that arti ll ery suppon 
was desperately neede , wi thdre\\· t o the infantry 's comman d 
p/J,;t. which contained t on ly r e,1naining \\·in commun ica ion 
ro om· BattaVion. F irst observer to r eturn. Lt. Allcc , r c•­
portcd th attack and contackd OUT l:lartalion for firt•. Th c 
GCJman , had come t hroug·h in 1umbcT,, all right, h ad con­
fused our infantry by setting th e town on fire and by a 
hea,·,· u ,t• of automatic weapon s. \\' ith Divi>eion and Corp., 
Artillt•ry, which h::, by now moved up, w • 1assed fir on 1Jw 
:ittaC'k, and du ring an h our and a half ~riod a t he hi h 
po int, we fi red 574 rouncb a t th em. Our excell ent co11-
111u,11iration with Lt. A llee and Capt. Lee., li a ison oflicet'. 
p rmitted accu ral loca t ion of de fensive fire, . A bout m id­
n ight th<' qne111y was repu lsed , and by day ligh t h ad again 
" ibh d ra\\' 11 . 

For th e next ten days as the Germans began to withdraw 
unde r heavy pressure, we r ema ined in position and fired on 
targets as demanded. Th e doughboy, kept plodding a head, 
bu t we had been reli eved of direct support and ordered to 
prepare stron g defens ive measures in case anything should 
happen . Some of our ba tteri es sh ifted pos itions , and th e 
nwn picked dugout , in th e fl'Ozcn ground and snow in de·-
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fen ,c against occas ional artillery shel ls and thc freezing 
wcather . \\" e were confined mostly to specific targets a nd 
hara ss ing fires: Lt. Col. Cubbison adjusted fire and obtained 
scYen direct hit s 011 a churC'h in Vesqueville, which, W E' 

lra rned later, was th e battalion command post of th e 130t h 
Panzer Engin ee r Lehr Battalio n. On th e next day we fired 
our first pozit fu se , but th e round wa., unobse rved, and not 
until la t pr did we learn the effects of the artillery's nei,· 
·· :--ec rrt" w eaoon. · 

On the 4th of January, Sgt. Cas,el's Battery B section 
fir ed the JU,O00th round in combat. On th e 8th we ha.cl 
assumed direct support of th e St•cond Battalion of th e 345th, 
whil e• tlw First and Third Battalions prepared an attack 
through Pironpre. We began firing propaganda into Vesque­
ville , Hat.rival , and Saint Hube rt. Lt. H a un , seeking FO 
indoctrination, went forward and adju sted fire s to score a 
direct hit on a tank. On the 11th, infantry patrols went into 
Saint Hubert and Vesquevill e to confirm reports th at the 
German s were withdrawing. W e had to be especially 
careful in firing , because th e Firs t. Army was sweeping down 
from the North. Th e Ge rman's great winter offensive wa , 
rapidly disappearing into hi story . 

The Belgians had treated u s well, giving us bill et s , shat·­
ing th ei r food and fu el and giving u , opportunity to keep a ., 
comfortable a s poss ible. Tlw Germans h ad driven away 
much of th eir cattle and had burned their wood. Before we 
lef t we went into the forest and hauled som e logs for them. 

On t he 12th of January we finally di splaced to a r.ew 
position, about 2,000 yard s beh ind the front Jines, near 
Menil. Th e roads through Moircy were still h eavily mined; 
th e sno"· was deep and icy, th e temperatures far below 
freezing . Our road march hud been extremely difficult, for 
we ha d to detour through the fi eld s becau se of th e mine,. 
])igging througn one to t\\·o f eet of snow , our batteries went 
into position after dark, occupying the same ground that the 
enemy ha d vacated that morn ing. At the command post 
enemy dead littered the snow. A Tiger tank, destl'Oyed by 
fire, lay upturned in th e froz en duck pond. The Jerries had 
booby-trapped the woodpil e " ·ith an 81-mm mortar shell. 

Up ahead our doughboys occ upi ed Lavacherie and Spri­
mont, as the enemy delayed our advan ce with mines a nd 
small isolated forces of infantry. W e now began to see the 
effects of th e Germans' firs t withdrawal, as our wire and 
reconnaissa nce parties reported con siderable wrecked equip­
ment and casualties, but interrogated prisoners reported they 
had had no difficulty in obtaining gun replacements or 
ammunition . 

T"·o days late r we met th e Briti sh at Rumont on the 
Ourth e River, where they h ad driven down from the north. 
Ou r gun s were s ilenced, for th e Divi s ion had gained it , 

The Siegfried in ,.·inter 
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Cub diving toward the ground to escape. Although there 
was more anti -aircraft fire in th e Saar battles than lat n 
on in thP Battle of Germany, the planes escaped withom 
a hole. 

The artillery fire from our guns wa s directed on cros, 
road s, enemy held towns, suopecu·d enemy positions , vehiclt-.- . 
tanks, and half track,. On the 14th of December the fron t 
lines adrnnced l ,fi OO yards in th e direction of the battalio11 
concentrations. Fire was placed on t arget;; holding up tlw 
advance of the 87th doughboys, starting in the morning an d 
continuing for half an hour a s a preparation for th e daily 
infantry jump-off. During the night th e battalion fired 
harassing and interdiction fires on the enemy. 

On the 17th of December the battalion moved to Ober­
Gailbach. The infantn• had left the town a short tim e 
before. Shattered equipment and bodies coYered t he area. 
Th e enemy and our infantry were not far from the ne\\· po­
sition, beyond a ridge in Germany. The battalion had ob­
servers in Germany to direct artillery fire from the groun d. 
During th e day a plane came over, a Jerry plane strnfin,:. 
but it was shot down by American anti-aircraft. For th < 
firs t time in the war some of the battalion's machine g-unner , 
got a chance to fi1·e and machine guns all over th e area 
opened u p. 

The battalion fired on seYen enemy batteries and si~ 
tanks the next day and continued hara ssing and interdiction 
fire for th e next three day,. 

In Bliesbrucken on December 22, the battalion became 
part of the Seventh Arn1y (XV) Corps. Captain Dionne 
out with his survey crew, hurrying them along, followed 
vehicle track s through a mine field, past the signs and white 
tape, with his crew behind him, taping and measuring the 
angles. 

The following day the 335th moved to Dieuze-a col d 
road m a rch. The convoy passed through Bliesbrucken , 
Rohrbach, Saare Union, Fenetrange, Dieuze to Kerprich 
(near Dieuze). Th e men slept in pastures, shed s, and a 
barn. 

Perhaps the barn was appropriate for Christmas, but it 
wasn't plea sa nt. On Christmas . day the Division Artillery 
chaplain s Yisited th e battalion anrl held services in th e 
afternoon in a hay shed. There was turkey for dinner. 

Many of the m en attended services in a French churcl, 
which had been da maged by bombs an d enjoyed th e wi lll 
an d schnapp s which the citizen , of th e Yillage liberalh­
proYid,,,I. · 

T\\'o hours before midnight on Christmn.- I>a y th e tru ck­
and tractors started to roll again, through Kerprich , Dieuzr. 
Moyem·ic. Xermameni. Bayon, Tantom·ilh . Colombey-le-­
B!'llcs, \'ancouleurs, Houdelain Coun, Ligny-en -Barroi , . St. 
Dizier, Chalons, Les-Deux-Maison,, Bienc. l\auro,·. Orn · 
tractor \\'as evacuated because of damage aft er sli ding in t.o 
a stone wall off the icy road. For three da,·s the battalion 
stayed in bivouac position. inspecti ng, dra\\'ing supplie~. 
getting ready for the next mow. 

An ah' rt no ice for tlH· rnoYP cam e on t he 2!•t h and (h er 
t he col d journc,· cont inu<·d-w t h, lklg,ar fro 1,t. \\ e 
p_a :;_sc.d through P-ont-FaYc.rgc r , Isl s Reth, :. \'i ll a.uic, Lonny , 
CharleYille, £.usse.ma nge, Boullon to the Yic ini t,· of f; prt ,n. 

From the renden·ou .- are». aftn recon n:1 1,san ct·, t lw b :1'­
t eries mo,·ed to th l' ir firing po.,i uon .- . A trac-tor fi-om Abl, 
Hattc;:y dri,·cn by Corporal EYans a nd carryi ng Cumming, , 
Smith, Arrigona, and Maier met a truck coming along the 
narrow road. Th e driver turned thP tract or so that one 
track was traveling about a foot anrl a ha lf off the road, 
rolling in the sno"·· There was an explosion, smoke COYered 
the men in the tractor who had been knocked off th eir 
seats and thro\\'n around with blankets, oYercoat s, an d 
equipment. A hol e had been blown through the bottom of 
the tractor and the sudden force injured the driYer's neck 
and threw open a door in the floor, banging Cummings foo l. 

A mine detector showed two more mines under tlw 
tractor and one under th e trailer-full of ammunition. Th t• 
detector also showed that earlier in the da,· a tree had been 
dragged over one mine and the truck harl straddled th e mine 
on the way back . 

The next da,· Col. Hardin regi , t e , ed t he- batta lio1. 0 1. a 
check point and th<· ho\\·itzers fired 2:,4 roun d., du r ing t h, 
day an d night 

By thi s tim e the battalion was getting accustomed to sno1Y . 
Once in a while someone would stand up bet1Y een fire mi s­
sions and look around at the Belgian countryside. \\'i t h it , 
small hill s, small clear brooks and woo rls of eYergree11-­
Belgium seemed to be made for snow. Ordinari ly the beauty 

Colonel Hardin and Captain Dionne • ·it!, cast of "Big Jack's 
Crackerjack Rnie»•" in Saalf,ld, German) 
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We arrived at Rheims after a cold ri d!' in th r Jail 
afternoon. Our next few days wer(• spent in getting nr" 
equipment, cleaning motors, guns, matrri el. Th en• " ·N, 
inspections each day and guard was pull l'd in tl, r cold: mr t 
were ready to a sk to be put back into combat. Thl'i r wislll' ­
were granted. 

On the morning of thr 29th we tooL off f tT1 N"uf C' h:it!':1 1. 
in Belgium. V,'e biYouacrd in a woodl'd u ll a itt l 'a,·, -1, 
\'eneurs, Belgium, and in th e mornin · mon·,I up to "itl ,1• 
a half mile of Recognc. Her,· " ·,, w,·r, con1111itt,·d te, tt ,, 
Battle of the Bulge. 

The battalion moved out to a wooded area fiyr miles out 
of Recogne, where it spent New Year·~. lt was terrib ly 
cold and men who had no sleeping bag, were gi,·en thrm . 
From here we moved to a posi tion a mil e west of Freu~. 
Reports had us virtulilly surrounded by th e• enemy an d 
almost everyone stood guard at night. Cooks, driYcrs, a11 d 
everyone who could be spared were put on guard duty, bu t 
the attack never came. 

After two days in this position we moved up to th l' 
town of Remagn2. Three miles out to tlw front wa s th , 
beautiful Beau Plateau monastery, whi ch wa s th,• on ly 
building in the vicinity and therefore had to be used as a 
command post for the infantry and a clearing statio11 fo r 
all the medics. The men found th e pictures on th r wal l, 
of the building especially interest ing. The monks newr lef t 
their place during the turmoil and excitement, and Jen, 
knew we were using this as a comman d post and spared n<> 
shells on it. A delay fuse was u sed by th e German s in 
their shelling so that the shell would go through two 01 
three floors before exploding, leaving th e structure in a 
state of wreckage. We were working under th e worst co1 ,­
ditions due to terrifically cold weather and thr fact. tlwt 
there was a lot of armor working with u s. Ko matter wh e,, 
wire was laid, the tanks seemed to becom e invol\'ed \\'it h it 
and tear it out, which kept the wiring crews at work da, 
and night. 

The infantry at length took and held the town of Ger i­
mont which was about a mile from the nrnin objectiYe. Til le:. 
a little Belgian to,rn resting quietly in a vallc·~• \\'hich wa • 
doomed to be not only a military objective, but a fo1miclab l, 
one. 

F or two days and nights the Third Battalion of the 34(;1), 
Infantry Regiment tried to take the: to,rn . Company 1, ~ur­
ceeded in getting into the first four hou ses , and Company :h 
:pt as far as a ridge two hundred yard s a\\'ay. They coul d 
neither advance nor withdraw, nor could supplies be got to 
them. On the night of ,Tanuary 8, it \\'a~ decided to sen ei 
Company L on a night attack to take the town, for the 1-eli ,·f 
of the other two companies. Company L was to advanc, 
along a railroad track to surprise th e enemy from the rea r. 
There was a small building about three-fourth s of t h, 
distance to be traveled. The men stuffed r a tion s into thci, 
pockets and loaded their pistol belts. Ofl iccrs had bee·t. 
briefed and given maps ; all was in readiness. Tim (• seemed 
to stand still. 

Finally 2100, the zero hour arrived. Th e attack \\' U s 01 1. 
The command post was a £mall dim room made· dimmer bY 
thick smoke. No one spoke, then a radio operator checkeil 

Captain Ca/a tak ing time out to • ·rite a 

lcller or two 

* 
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Captai,i Calla orienting forN ·ard obH-r-,·cr par/)• at 
P/a/ /a,igru1> before goi1>J: to the /ro1>t 

Lieu ten a nts Sowash and Connolly in a l'cry 
unfamil iar pose 

L ieu tena nt S0»1ash, Ferguson, Co tt rell, 
Ernst and Lieutenaul Connolly 



BATTALION OFFICERS ON RETURN TO ST ATES 

First Row: Lieutenant Podell, Lieutenant Eilsworth, Lieutenant Totten, 

Lieutenant Stuckey, Lieutenant Strain, Lieutenant Cox, Lieutenant Wel­

ton, Lieutenant Fowler, Lieutenant McDonald, Captain Smith. 

Second flow: Lieutenant Leonard, Lieutenant Jackson, Lieutenant Rafa], 

Lieutenant Benicky, Captain Hing ton, Captain Lee, Lieutenant Roberts, 

Lieutenant Sowash, Chief Warrant Officer Resch. 

Third Row: Lieutenant Andrews, Captain Sala, Major Lynah, Lieuten­

ant Colonel Tague, Major Becker, Captain Thompson, Captain Choate, 

Captain Snyder. 

Fourth Row: Lieutenant Rhea, Lieutenant Connolly, Lieutenant Miskill, 

Lieutenant Spencer, Lieutenant Wenstrup, Lieutenant Moore, Captain 

O'Neal, Captain Rutledge. 
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OFF IC ER RO ST ER .AND ASSIGNMEN TS 
U.\T'f.\LIO~ IIl,.\l)QO.\JtTgns 

TAGUE, .\tare-us L t . Col., ;,le i.rt ~rlillery 
Unit Commander. 

LYNAH, John H., Maj o r. Field Artill ery 
Uni t Commander. 

BECKER, \Vil rred C. , Ope r a tional Tra ining 
Staf'l'. Officer . 

HINGSTON, George R., Capt. , Operational 
Train ing Stal't' Offi ce r. 

L EE, Garnett O._ Jr . . Capt._ Intelligence 
Sta re Otncer. 

O' );..EAL, Philip J., Capt .. Comba t Liaiso n 
Otflcer. 

RUT LEDGE, Lawr ence A. , Capt., Combat 
Liaison Office r. 

ROBERTS, Chester G . . 2nd Lt., R econnais­
sance and Su r vey Officer. 

W I NSTRUP_ John . J ., 1st Lt., Combat 
Liaison Officer . 

HEADQUARTER,S BATTERY 

ANDREWS, Donald F., 1s t Lt., Command­
ing Officer. 

JA CKSON . Phillip R., 1st Lt., Air Obse r va ­
tinon Pilot 

PODELL, J er ome E ._ 1s t Lt., Air Obse r­
vation Pil ot. 

CLASBY, John J., M/Sgt . . Ch icago. Ill . 
BEYE, John R., 1/Sgt., Marshaltown. Iowa. 
DUNN. David \V . . T /Sgt., Detroit. Mi c h. 
VI~C K . Charles F., T /Sgt. . Chicago, Ill. 
BAR:-.; ES, Floyd \V., S/Sgt.. :\rt. Vernon 

O h io. 

BRO\V~. Frederick J., S/Sgt.. Saginaw, 
Mic h. 

GULLY, L ennox E. S/Sgt., PrPston. '.\11ss. 
JERMAN, J ames J., S/Sgt .. L e banon, Ind. 
:\fARN .\.CH, Arno ld _ :\f., S/Sgt., Caledonia. 

Minn. 

:'vlcCARLEY Harold 0., S/Sgt., Greenvllle, 
S , C. . 

NATH, Pau l J., S/Sgt., Pittsburgh. Pa. 
\VASSER, S/ Sgt., Reading, Pa. 
\VASSER, Donald R., S/Sgt_ Reading, Pa 
BAGLEY, Clau d e E., T / 3. Al e xandria Ind . 
BELLA, Nicholas J., Sgt. , Plant City, Fla. 
BURT, Mar lon F., Sgt., :'vfcGraw, ~- Y . 
ELDRIDGE, Julius \V .. Sgt., i\"ewton Gro,·e , 

N. C. 
1:-""'0ERSCHLER, William T ., Sgt .. Cha pman. 

Kan. 
BLOO,tST OCK, Harold J., T/4 Springfield 

:i.co. 
FINK. J esse F., T / 4 Jeffe r son. Ohio. 
G.-\ :\LEZ. Gilberto, T /4 . Laredo. T e x . 
GREEN, James L., T / 4. Green Castle, rn<l. 

H E:\-L\IER, Paul \V .. T / 4, Covington. Ky. 
JOHNS, '.\[yron H., T / 4 Grundy Center, la. 
KLING, Robert F., T / 4 Turlock, Calif. 
LOVOY, .Le land. '.\:£., T /4 , Gl e ns Falls N. Y. 
:"lUSSEL, \Vayne H., T/4. Brazil, !nd. 
POOL, C1·anston .-\.,, T / 4 Des ~foines. I owa. 
PfL-\.ET, \Vatt e r V .. T / 4. Napoleon, Ohio. 
SO PHER, Dellner 0 .. T / 4, Stege r. lll. 
SPR ADLIN, Ansel R ._ T/4. Portsmouth, 0. 
\VETEROFF, Lester A. , T/4, St. Louis, '.\Io. 
SZAFRANSKI, Joseph A., T / 4, BufTalo, 

N. Y. 
BELL. \Ve ndell D._ C pl.. !\:Ciltonvale, Kan. 
DEL PRATO, Enrlaco J., Cpl., Syracuse, 

N. Y. 
HILDEBRAN"D. Richard G .. Cpl.. Mans fi e ld, 

Ohl. 
LEMASTER, Clyde H. Jr .. CPI.. Purcell, 

Okla. 

N'ICKUS, Vin cent 1/Sgt . , Olympia.. \Vash. 
BERRY, Curtis C. . S/Sgt. . Turtle Cree k, 

\V. Va. 
CIPRA, Raymond V., S/ Sgt.. Prairie tlu 

Chien, \\'is. 
LURA. De L 0.5S C., S/Sg t., J oice. [ owa. 
LINLEY. :\:llchael E., S/ Sgt.. :\Iaz o mani e , 

\Vis, 

BATTALION OFFICERS 

LENORD, Edwin A., 1st Lt., ·wheeled Ve­
.. hl cle Mainte nance Officer. 

MISKILL. R obert D. , 2nd Lt.. Command ­
Ing Officer. 

BATTERY A 

CHOATE, Th omas H ., Field Artillery Unit 
Commander. 

RHEA, Boyd B., Jr. , 1st Lt., Field Artil­
lery Unit Commander. 

MOORE, Wil li am M., 2nd Lt. . Rec onnais­
sance and Sur vey Officer. 

SPE:--lCER, Gaylord H. . 2nd L t. , Wheeled 
Veh icle Ma!ntenance Olfl.cer. 

STUCKY, Jo h n W.. J r ., 2nd Lt.. Forward 
Observer , Artille r y. 

STRA I N . Carl D., 2n d Lt., ·wheeled Vehicle 
Maintenance Officer. 

BATTERY B 

THOMPSON, Rober t H. Capt., F ie ld Ar­
till e ry Unit Commander. 

ELLSWORTH, Edward C., 1st Lt. , Fie ld 
Artillery Unit Commander. 

FO\VLER, Vernon R., 1st Lt. , Forward Ob­
server Artill e ry. 

RAFA.L, :\<Iartin 1st Lt., Motor Officer . 

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY 

LE:"lKOFSKY, :\f urry, Cpl., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
:\fcCALL, \Vil lard Murry, Cpl., Norwalk, 

Calit. 

POELLOT, ,John W., Cpl. , Plainfield, N. J. 
HUFF. Jullus L .. Cpl., State n I sland . :--;-_ Y. 
8A:--;'0E RS, Robert F. , Cpl., Scotia. N. Y. 
s:-;O\V_ E<lward J., Cpl., '.\Cohawk, N. Y. 
STOUGH , Robe rt G., Cpl., Ok lah o ma City, 

Ok la. 

\VEA VER, Nathan M., Jr., Craddo <.: k, Va. 
YOCKEY. K ennet h R., Cpl. . Buffalo. N. Y. 
A.Lrz, Ulisse L., T /5, Greenville,. N. H. 
BE:,.iTZ, Paul R. , T/5, Cincinnati. Ohio. 
BISBACl:f , Cllfl'.ord H., T/5, Platteville. Wis. 
BIZZOZRO, Aldo C., T/5. Montpelier , Vt. 
BRUy£LEY, :\·Cllburn M . . T /5 . Giltner. Neb. 
BURDE, Theodore 0., T /5 , Bronx, N. Y. 
C HAPPLE, Harold L . T / 5. Winston Sale m, 

N . C, 

CLACK, Edward R.. T / 5, Roc ky Mountain. 
N. C. 

GALILEO,' Rocco D .. T / 5, Brooklyn_ N. Y. 
HOGAN, Calvin G., T / 5 ~Iob ee tle, Tex. 
LEA Vl::N, Thomas F .. T / 5. Oellvlew, Iowa. 
LEET. Eugene B., T / 5, St. _Loui s, :'v[o. 
'.\f A:--;LEY. Carl J. T / 5, Drumri,i.;ht. Okla. 
:\IARC KS, Donald F., T /5 , \\"averly , :-.:eb. 
:\(ARLER, Ralph \V. , T/5, Sprlngfleld. :\lo. 
PEPE, Pasquale A. T/5, Wl?st New York, 

N. J. 

RICHEY. John B .. Jr. , T / 5. Toledo. Ohio. 
ROCHE, Paul F., T/ 5, Scranton, Pa. 
S :\CITH. JA:\CES :\I., T /5 , S ioux Falls. S. D . 
TICIJ Y , \Viliam, T / 5, S t. Louis. Mo. 
ULF'SRS, Du rward D., T / 5, Omaha. :--;eb. 
\VILSON, J o hnnie E., T / 5 :\[illtown, Ky. 
BOYLE, James .-\.., Pre .. Hamilton. Ohio. 
CARLSO~. Kenneth E. , Pfc., Rum fo rd. 

n. L 

BRADY_ \Vllliam J., Pfc., Philad e lphia., Pa. 

DIX ON, Junior R. , Pre., Sinks Grove, \V. 
Va. 

DRIER, Elme r J ., Pfc . . Roc k land. Mic h. 
DRlSCOLL, Lenord E., Pfc., Columbus, 

Ohi o. 

OULDT, John, Pre., Laurenburg, Tenn. 

BATTERY A 

ALLEN, Gean E., Sgt., Richmond. Mo. 
CORREN, James H. _ Sgt., Dravo::!burg, Pa.. 

DE COCQ. H t:!n ry \ V., Sgt ., Purdy, Mo. 

HUTC HINS. \Vllllam F .. Sgt. East Point, 
G a. 

KOl-fORST. Rembert C., Sgt.: Norwood. 0 . 
PHlLLiPS Boyd E ., Sgt. , Lake City, Kan. 
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CA.LA, J oseph M., Capt., Field Artill e ry 
Unit Commander. 

CONNOLLY, John E .• 1st Lt .. Forward 
Observer Artlllery. 

COX, Walte r L .. 1st Lt., Field Artillery 
Untt Commander. 

BENICKY, Joseph M., J r ., 2nd Lt., Wh eeled 
Vehicle Mainte nance oftlcer. 

SO\.VASH, Richard G. , 1st Lt., Reconnais­
sance and Surve y Officer . 

SER VICE BATTERY 

SN I DER. F r an k J. , Capt. . Supply and 
Evacuation Staff Officer . 

T OTTEN, Edward F., 1st L t . Munitions 
Officer. 

WELTON, Francis C., 1st Lt., Motor Officer . 
McDONALD. Alexander A . . 2nd Lt., Moto r 

Officer . 
RESCH, Robert E.. CWO, Suppl y Officer 

General. 

MEDICAL DETACH"IENT 

SMITH, Mites B., Cap t., Medical Officer 
General Duty. 

ELKINS Josep h L ., Jr., Oak Hil l . ,v. Va. 
EHRMAN, George r:;'., Pfc., \V es t Am ana. 

Iowa. 

F TNALDI, Anthony, Pfc., Newark, N. J. 
GOLDMAN, f:,;adore, Pfc. Philade lphia, Pa. 
GARANDA, Edward P., Pfc., J e rsey City. 

N. J. 

HOKE, K enn e th, Pre. Granite Quarr y, 
N. C. 

LOWERY, K ennet h S . . Pfc. , Houston, :'I.fa. 
MAGUIRE, WIiiiam S .. Pfc .. Brook l yn, N. Y. 
MILLER. D o nald R., Pfc., Buffalo, N. Y. 
:\U SHOE, Charles \V. Pre .. Conway, S. C. 
PETERS, G eorge 6., Pfc., South Hero, Vt. 
PETERS, Paul R.. Pfc, 13owman, N. JJ. 
PrERCE, Frank J .. Pfc. , Ridgeway, Pa. 
PRA~SKY, Kermit. Pr'!.. Bronx. N. Y. 
RAMIREZ, Frank H., Pre., Roswell, N . M. 
SPA HH., Cha rl es B., Pre., Ebensburg,, Pa. 
S MITH, Francis E . • Pfc., \Vllllmantlc, Conn. 
S '.rE\VART, \Vllford B .. Burlington N. C. 
SUTTER \Vllllam Il., Pfc. , New Paris. Pa. 
TURNER, Ismal, Pfc., Crockett. Tex. 
\VRIGHT, En s ley \V. P re., Some rset , Ky, 
D.-\.RBOUR, \Vllll a m E .. Pvt., Chi cago , Ill. 
BARNES, Erwin \V., Pvt., Sioux C ity, I owa. 
CLARK, Edward F., Pvt . . .-\non Park, Fla. 
FELD, Paul, P v t .. Bronx :-:. Y. 
HARD I NG, Orville T . . Pvt., \Vausau, \\"is. 
HE:--lD£RSON Peter J., Pvt.. Brookl;y11, 

N , Y. 

J.-\.CKSO:"l, C lyde L .. Pvt., Saluda, N. C. 
KNOTTS, \Villlam T. , Pvt. Xewhurg. \V. 

Va, 
:\CEGEN. Edward J . , Pvt., C hicago, £11. 
'.\IEYEH., Ralph. Pvt., Brooklyn _ N. Y. 
MOODY Bruce R., Pvt .. Belle Vi e w. Fla. 
:\-COORE, Ho\\-"ard E., Pvt.. Armstrongs 

:\lills. Ohio. 
PANTAZIS, J a m es P . . Pvt., Brooklyn, :--l. Y. 
P.-\.RS0:--1S, Elfareod J., Pvt . . Sa ugus. Mass . 
PATTON, Glenn \V., Pvt . . Hartfo 1·d. Ky. 
P.-\.\VLUK, Emil E . . Pvt .. Queens Village, 

N. Y. 
ROSPLOCHOWSKI, Richard H., Pvt ., Ml l ­

, ,.-aukee, \Vis. 
:::;uSS¼AN. Selig, Pvt. , Philadelphia.. Pa.. 

PO\V. Fran k C., Sgt . . Saluda, S. C. 
SCHOO:"lOVER, Ernst E., Jr., Sgt ., Topeka, 

Kan, 

BIELA. Jerry T/4 , Bridgeport. Ohio. 

CRO~IN, Carmle '.\[, T.4. E\'ansvlllc, Ind. 

HOPi<: I NS, :\fe lvln L., T / 4. Vandalia, Ill. 
JE :\iC, Raymond R . . T/ 4, Chicago, Ill . 



AWARDS AND 
KILLED IN ACTION 

OFFICERS 

DOUGLAS D. BARROW, 1st Lt., Battery A 
GODFREY H. BERNHARDT, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery 

ENLISTED MEN 

RICHARD C. MERRIMAN, Sgt., Battery B 
ROBERT W. MCCRUM, Cpl., Battery B 
CHARLES F. DUTIEL, T /6, Headquarters Battery 
JOHN J. GILDEA, Pvt., Battery B 
HENRY PADLASOFF, Ptv., Headquarters Battery 

PURPLE HEART 
OFFICERS 

FRANK C. NAPIER, Capt. 
LAWRENCE A. RUTLEDGE, Capt. 
JOHN E. CONNOLLY, 1st Lt., Battery C 
WALTER L. Cox, 1st Lt., Battery C 
JOHN E. STUCKEY, 2nd Lt. Battery B 
JOSEPH M . BENICKY, 2nd Lt., Battery C 
EDWIN A. LEONARD, 2nd Lt., Headquarters Battery 

WILLIAM M. MOORE, 2nd Lt., Battery A 
RICHARD G. SOWASH~ 2nd Lt., Battery C 
GAYLORD H. SPENCER, 2nd Lt., Battery A 

ENLISTED MEN 

FLOYD W. BARNES, S/Sgt., Battery B 
WILLIAM F . HUTCHINS, Sgt., Battery A 
WILLIAM T. FOERSCHLER, Sgt., Headquarters Battery 
FRANK F. MESTON, Sgt., Battery C 
BOYD E. PHILLIPS, Sgt., Battery A 
CLAIR W. ARNOLD, T / 4, Battery C 
EDWIN A. KOBOSZEIWISKI, T / 4, Battery B 
JOSEPH J . RAFFERTY, T /4, Headquarters Battery 

JOHN B. SAN FILLIPO, T /4, Battery B 
HERBERT A. VONDER HOYA, T / 4, Battery B 
ORVILLE E. WITT, T /4, Battery C 
GEORGE F. ·EHRMANN, Cpl., Battery A 
EDWARD J. FELIX, Cpl., Battery A 
CURTIS N. LITTLE, Cpl., Battery C 
HOWARD MURNY, Cpl., Battery A 
WILLIAM C. PRINCE, Cpl., Battery C 
JACK A. CARNEY, T /5, Battery C 
ROBERT J. DIOPRE, T /5, Battery B 
CLAUDE L. JACKSON, T /5, Battery A 
PAUL F . STEPHENS, T /6, Battery C 
EDWARD CORNETT, Pfc., Battery B 
FREDDIE DAILEY, Pfc., Battery B 
FAY C. CAPPS, Pfc., Battery C 
WILLIAM E. BARBOUR, Pfc., Headquarters Battery 
NICHOLAS s. HoFFENBERGER, Pfc., Service Battery 

(With Two Oak Leaf Clusters) 
GEORGE E. RACHFORD, Pfc., Headquarters Battery 
ORVILLE E. ACREE, Pvt., Battery C 
SALVADORE CARLIS, Pvt., Battery A 
JOHN I. DUNHAM, Pvt., Headquarters Battery 
JAMES P. PANTAZIS, Pvt., Headquarters Battery 
GUY C. WAGAR, Pvt., Battery C 
ALLEN 0 . WEIRICH, Pvt., Battery D 
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DECORATIONS 
SILVER STAR 

OFFICERS 
FRANK C. NAPIER, Capt. 
JOHN E. CONNOLLY, 1st Lt., Battery C 
JOSEPH M: BENICKY, 2nd Lt., Battery C 
CARL D. STRAIN, 2nd Lt., Battery A 

BRONZE STAR 
OFFICERS 

MARCUS TAGUE, Lt. Col. 
WILFRED C. DECKER, MAJ. 
JOSEPH M. CALA, Capt., Battery C 
THOMAS H. CHOATE, Capt., Battery A 
GEORGE R. HI NGSTON, Capt. 
GARNETT 0. LEE, JR, Capt. 
LAWRENCE A. RUTLEDGE, Capt. 
FRANK J. SNYDER, Capt., Service Battery 
ROBERT M. THOMPSON, Capt., Battery B 
DONALD F. ANDREWS, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery 
WALTER L. Cox, 1st Lt., Battery C 
EDWARD C. ELLSWORTH, 1st Lt., Battery B 
VERNON R. FOWLER, 1st Lt., Battery B 
JOSEPH M. BENICKY, 2nd Lt., Battery C 
RtCHARD G. SOWASH, 2nd Lt., Battery C 
GAYLORD H . SPENCER, 2nd Lt., Battery A 
JOHN E. STUCKEY, 2nd Lt., Battery B 

ENLISTED l\lEl'i 
VINCENT NICKUS, 1 / Sgt., Battery A 
CURTIS C. BERRY, S/Sgt., Battery A 
JAMES J. RYAN, S / Sgt., Battery B 
NICHOLAS J. BELLA, Sgt., Headquarters Battery 
MARION F. BURT, Sgt., Headquarters Battery 
HENRY W. DE COCQ, Sgt., Battery A 
CLAIRE W. ARNOLD, T /4, Battery C 
ORVILLE E. WITT, T / 4, Battery C 
RICHARD G. HILDEBRAND, Cpl., Battery B 
JOSEPH C. McKEE, Cpl. , Battery B 
WILLIAM C. PRINCE, Cpl., Battery C 

(With Oak Leaf Cluster) 
SAMUEL D. ALOISI, T /5, Battery A 
RUSSELL H . BAUSWELL, T /5, Battery C 
THEODORE C. BURDE, T /5, Headquarters Battery 
JACK A. CARNEY, T /5, Battery C 
CHARLES F. DUTIEL, T /5, Headquarters Battery 
CLYDE L. JACKSON, T /5, Battery A 
DONALD F . MARCKS, T /5, Headquarters Battery 
ROGER A. LEYILLIER, T /5, Battery B 
PAUL F . STEPHENS, T /5, Battery C 

WILT,IAM J. BRADY, Pfc., Headquarters Battery 

AIR MEDAL 
OFFICERS 

LAWRENCE A. RUTLEDGE, Capt. 
PHILLIP H. JACKSON, 1st Lt., 

(With Two Oak Leaf Clusters) 
JEROME E. PODELL, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery 

(With One Oak Leaf Cluster) 
GODFREY H . BERNHARDT, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery 

(With One 0ak Leaf Cluster) 
DOUGLAS D. BARROW, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery 

(With One O;ik Leaf Cluster) 
EDWIN A. LEONARD, 2nd Lt., Headquarters Battery 

RECEIVED BATTLEFIELD COMMISSIONS 

JOSEPH M. BENICKY, JR., S/Sgt. 
JOHN W. STUCKY, JR., S/Sgt. 
CARL D. STRAIN, S/Sgt. 
ALEXANDER A. MCDONALD, M/Sgt. 



912- FA 
.\ 07 FA-28-rn-D,v. 
IDB FA l i 

The battalion marche, on Hitler'• ,uper highway 

along a creek bed 11·hich ll'as infe, ted ,,·ith anti-pe r,onnel 
mines. No wounds resulted, however. This time only the 
335th and the 253rd F ield Artill e ry Battalion 11·ere rein­
focing our fires. It was also on thi s day that even ts occurred 
which eventually led to the award of the ~ilver Star to 
T / 5 Anthony Trapino, radio operator. After being wounde d 
and before first a.id 11·as ac'mini st ered to him, T / 5 Trapino 
continued to tran smit fire com mands. Capt. George H. 
Sexton, Liai son Officer, and his dri\'€r, Pfc. Clements Kohr­
man, were abo wounded by enemy arti lle ry fire. ..\ II three 
are deserving of the hig hest prai,e for their actions on this 
occasion. 

During the next two days, the infantry had a holding 
mission and ll'e suffered one more casua lty when Pvt. Daw­
son E. 1Iay, cannon ee r from Battery C, was , lightly 
wounded by a German S-mine. 

On the 23rd of December, El-14, wo rd was received that 
the Divis ion would be re li eved during the night. The 912th 
to be relieved by the 156th Field . .\ rtille ry Battalion of the 
44th Infantry Division. The 87th 11·as to be moved up into 
Belgium to help stop Von Rundstedt's "Bulge." At 0230, 
24 December Hl44 , during an intensely cold and win dy 
night, we moved out an d were temporari ly bill et ed in Lohr, 
France. It was a 11·01Hlcrfu! feeling to g et into warm 
buildings and ge t a good res t on this day be fore Chri stmas. 
Christmas day, there was time for ch urch se rvices a.nd for 
an excellent turkey di nnH . Th a t night the Battal ion t:egan 
a forced road march to Rheim s, France, the longes t and 
coldest of any ex perienced during the Battalion's entire stay 
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in the European Th eater. The !l l2th Fi eld Artillery Bat­
tal io n arTi\'cd in the ,·irinity of Rh e.im, :: t 13()(), 26 Decembe r 
19-14 and 11·as placed in Sf !.-\ l·'.F St ra t, gic l'.e,,•n·e . The 
next few days ,-ere . pent cleaning equipm ent and materia l 
and getting a much needed rest. The only tactica l ll'o rry at 
this time c:ime from enemy ai r attacks on Rheims at ni ght. 
On 29 December lD-14 orde rs were recei,·ed to mo,·e f:-cm 
Rh eims to the vic inity of Recogne, Belgium. Th e mi ssion 
in the new position ll'as one of reinforcing the fires of the 
:136th Field Artillery Ba ttalion. The fi1A mi ,;,;ion ll'as 
fired at 2100, 30 December 19-14. ~ew Yea r's E:,·e. Li eu­
tenant Colonel :\Ionn and the Battery Commanders 11·ith 
their reconnaissance parties searched for new po,itio ns nea r 
Freux, Belgium, to support an attack of th e :3-l'it h Infantry 
Regiment. This reconnai ssa nce 11·as made a t night unde r 
the most extreme con dition s of 11·ea.ther. Snow was six 
inches deep over most of the roads and ,e \'eral fee t deep 
in fields. 

At 0900, 1 J anuary 1945, the Battalion displaced from 
re inforcing positions in the vicinity of Recogne to the posi­
t ions near Freux ll'ith the mi ssion of rendering direct sup­
port to the 3-17th Combat Team . The objective ll'as the 
bridge over t he Orthe Ri ver at Ortheville, Ce lgiu m. With 
th is displacemen t the \) 12th was throw n directly in t he 
Battle of the . .\rdcn nes. Division Artille ry a,,igned the 
:33-lth, 107th and 108th Fi eld Artillery Battalions to re in­
forc e the Batta lion 's fires. Despite the d i,p lacemen t and 
the extremes of wea ther, a good New Yea r 's Day dinner was 
served. 



THE 912TH IN THE 
On 16 August 1944 the 912th Field Artillery Battalion 

was officially notified that the 87th Infantry Division, of 
which it was a part, had been alerted for overseas shipment 
at a future date. Immediate preparations were made for 
necessary showdown inspections, immunizations, and for 
final phases of training. 

All the inspections by Inspector Generals proved highly 
satisfactory as far as the battalion was concerned. The 
Administrative Inspection, too, proved to be excellent. 

On 1 October 1944, an advance party from the 912th 
Field Artillery Battalion consisting of Major Thomas W. 
Bender, Captain Albert J. Foisy, 2d Lt. Lauren W. Dean, 
T /Sgt. Clair M. Jenniges and Cpl. Sherman M. Long, de­
parted for an overseas destination to arrange for arrival 
of the battalion at a later date. 

CWO Marvin H. Sandlin, Assistant Battalion S-4, de­
parted under classified orders to Elmira H & R Point, 
Horseheads, New York, on. 25 September 1944 for temporary 
duty in connection with supply matters for an overseas 
shipment of large items of cargo. 

Finally, at 1603 12 October 1944, the 912th Field Artillery 
Battalion under the very able direction and command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph A. Monn, entrained at Fort 
Jackson, S. C., on the first leg of its journey overseas. 

The Battalion arrived at Camp Kilmer, N. J., at 1430, 
13 October 1944 after an uneventful 22-hour and 27-minute 
train ride. Camp Kilmer, N. J., one of the many staging 
areas of the New York Port of Embarkation, was named 
after the poet, Joyce Kilmer. Processing of the troops 
began almost immediately after quarters were assigned. 
The processing from the date of arrival through 17 Oc­
tober consisted of: Physical inspections, issue of new 
type gas masks and. the testing of them in a gas chamber, 
typhus innoculations, final clothing and equipment inspec­
tions, "abandon ship" procedure and drill and complete 
instruction in Personal Affairs, which afforded all officers 
and enlisted men a final opportunity to take care of wills, 
powers of attorney, allotments, insurance and war bonds. 
The "abandon ship" drill proved highly entertaini ng when 
a few of the men who used the single rope method swung 
way out into the air like monkeys on a trapeze. 

From the completion of processing until the final call 
from the Port Commander, normal training was pursued and 
passes were given officers and enlisted men which permitted 
them to visit New York City, Philadelphia, and other points 
that were not too far distant. On the 24th of October, 
three-day passes were granted enlisted men and two-day 
leaves were likewise afforded the officers. This gave the 
great majority a chance to visit their homes and say their 
last farewells. 

A parade was held on 31 October at which Brigadier 
General William W. Ford reviewed the troops of the Di­
vision which still remained in this country. 

Finally at 0800, 1 November 1944, the battalion was 
alerted for movement to the Port of Embarkation. Final 
preparation for shipment began with packing of personal 
clothing and equipment. The battalion departed from their 
quarters area at 1830, 3 November l!l44 and entrained at 
1913 with destination Jersey City, N. J . Detraining came 
at 2019 followed by a march to the Ferry at 2040. ..\rrival 
at New York Harbor was at 2108. The m ~n's spirits were 
raised considerably when they were greeted by a W ..\C band 
playing the Field Artillery "Caisson Song." Their aching 
backs straightened up despite their heavy packs and hand 
luggage and their step quickened. Just prior to going up 
the gangplank, the American Red Cross served hot coffee 

EUROPEAN THEATRE 
and doughnuts, which afforded a welcome and refreshing 
pause. 

Embarkation on His Majesty's Transport Loui.9 Pasteur 
began at 2122. Corporal Robert L. Lowe of Headquarters 
Battery was the first enlisted man to hit the gangplank. 
At this moment, one to be well remembered, a spontaneous 
cheer went up from the troops. The embarkation was 
effected in an orderly manner with no loss of time. HMT 
Louis Pasteur, was formerly a French passenger ship which 
had been taken over by the British and was sailing under 
the British flag. 

The ship sailed at 1355, 4 November 1944, and the decks 
were crowded with soldiers having their last look at land 
for a while and gazing fondly at the Statue of Liberty. 
During the voyage, emergency station drills were conducted 
daily at 1000 and at the same time the quarters of the men 
were inspected by a ship's staff. The quarters occupied by 
the 912th enlisted personnel received a rating of Excellent 
the first day and Superior the remaining days of the 
voyage. 

On 6 November 1944, during a ship's gun drill, two men 
of the battalion were injured when the concussion from a 
stern gun blew in a bulkhead. Those injured were S / Sgt. 
William R. Parfitt, Battery B, who suffered a fractured 
skull, concusion of the brain and loss of sight in the right 
eye and Pvt. Gilbert C. Berry, Battery A, who~e nose was 
broken. 

At 0700, 10 November 1944, the seventh_ day at sea, an 
air escort appeared in the vicin ity of the ship. At 1400 
a destroyer escort appeared. On 12 November 1944 the 
ship moved into the Mersey River where it lay at anchor 
until the docking at Liverpool at 1300, 13 November 1944. 
The 912th di sembarked at 1705 and after a short, but tough , 
walk up hill entrained at 1755 on another leg of its 
journey. Macclesfield, England, proved to be the first 
stopping-off place in the United Kingdom. Detraining came 
at Macclesfield at 2050 and the battalion w·as met by Major 
Bender, Captain Foisy and T / Sgt. Jenniges-the advance 
party. 

Our billets in Macclesfield, England, were entirely within 
t_he town, which is one of the leading towns in the silk 
industry. Some of the townspeople stated that a lot of the 
former silk workers from Macclesfield are now in the United 
States working in the silk mills of New Jersey. 

The battalion was restricted until it had received an 
orientation lecture on British customs. This orientation 
was given by l\fajor Thomas W. Bender on 14 November 
1944 and proved to be highly entertaining. 

The first of our TAT shipment was received on 15 No­
vember 1944 and uncrating and inspection began. This 
continued until Thanksgiving Day, 23 November 1944 when 
the battalion was alerted for an anticipated· movement on 
27 November 1944. Thanksgiving Day was a half-work 
day and the battalion attended a lecture on "Escape and 
Evasion" given by an officer of General D. W. Eisenhower's 
staff. The lecture proved to be superb and was interspersed 
with brilliant pantomime on the part of the officer, who was 
a gifted actor in his own right. The following day prepa­
rations were made for our anticipated movement, the prep­
aration continuing through Sunday, 26 November 1944. 

Orders to move out came a t 2135, 26 November 1944, and 
the battalion departed by motor convoy under the leadership 
and command of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph A. Monn, Bat­
talion Commander. 

After an uneventful 20 hour and 15 minute motor 
march, the battalion arrived at Camp D 14, Weymouth, 



BATI'ALION DESIGNATION AND lYPE FORMED (SOURCE OF UNIT) / INACTIVATION •Ac llvethrou~h 1946 

95th Armored Field Artillery Bn 1 Jan 42 Fl Knox Ky I 9 Oct 45 Cp Myles Standish Mass 

NYPE: 11 Feb 44 England : 23 Feb 44 France-ITO: 25 Jul 44 • 25,26,30,32 ,34 BPE: 8 Oct 45 /5th Armd Div] 

97th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-DJ 4 Jan 41 Ft Bragg N.C. / 31 Jan 46 Cp Stoneman Calif 

SFPE: 15 Ma r 42 New Caledonia : 5Apr 42 Guada lcanal: 16 Jan 43 New Caledonia : 13 Dec 43 Philippines: 21 May 45 -11,13 

(75mm How Pk thru 1941} /nondiv) 

98th Field Artillery Bn (75mm How Pack) 13 Jan 41 Ft Lewis Wash / 24 Sep 44 New Guinea redes 6th Ranger Inf Bn 

HRPE: 27 Dec 42 Australia: 30 Jan 43 New Guinea: 26 Aug 44 -15 /nondiv) 

99th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-DJ 16 Dec 40 Edgewood Arsenal Md (99th FA) / • 

SFPE: 23 May 43 Australia : 23 Jun 43 Los Negros : 28 Feb 44 Admiralty I: 16 Mar 44 Philippines: 20 Oct 44 • 3,13,14.15 

(75mm How Pk thru 1941} (1st Gov Dfr) 

101st Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 3 Feb 42 Cp Edwards Mass (I st Bn. 101 st FA) / 25 Dec 45 Cp Patrick Henry Va 

NYPE: 27 Au~ 44 France-ITO: 7 Sep 44 - 25 ,26,32,34 HRPE: 25 Dec 45 /26th In Div } 

102nd Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 3 Feb 42 Cp Edwards Mass (2nd Bn. 102nd FA) / 25 Dec 45 Cp Patricl Henry Ve 

NYPE: 27 Aug 44 France-ETO: 7 Sep 44 -25,26,32,34 HRPE: 25 Dec 45 /26th Inf Div) 

103rd Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-DJ 10 Feb 42 Cp Blanding Fla (1st Bn. 103rd FA) / 22 Oct 45 Cp Stoneman Calif 

SFPE: 5 Oct 42 New Hebrides: 26 Oct 42 New Georgia : 30 Jun 43 Guadalcanal : 28 Jun 44 New Zealand: 17 Feb 44 

New Guinea : 22 Jul 44 Philippines : 9 Jan 45 - 14,15,16 SFPE: 19 Oct 45 (43rd Inf Di,·) 

104th Field Artillery Bn (105mm HowTrlc.-D) l Sep42 Ft Shafter Hawaii (2nd Bn. 104th FA ) / 31 Dec 45 Ft Lawton Wash 

Hawaii : 1 Sep 42 Saipan : 17 Jun 44 Espiritu Santo: 4 Sep 44 Olinawa : 9 Apr 45 - 10,19,21 SPE: 31 Dec 45 (27th Inf Di\'] 

105th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trl-D) 1 Sep 42 Ft Shafter Hawaii (I st Bn . 105th FA) / 31 Dec 45 Ft Law1on Wash 

Hawaii : 1 Sep 42 Saipan : 17 Jun 44 Espiritu Santo: 4 Sep 44 Olcinawa: 9 Apr 45-10,19,21 SPE: 31 Dec 45 (27th Inf Div ) 

106th Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-DJ I Sep 42 Ft Shafter Hawaii [1st Bn. 106th FA) / 31 Dec 45 Ft Lew1on Wash 

Hawaii : 1 Sep 42 Saipan: 17 Jun 44 Espiritu Santo: 4 Sep 44 Olcinawa : 9 Apr 45-10,19,21 SPE: 31 Dec 45 (27th Inf Div} 

107th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trlc.-D) 7 Feb 42 Cp Beauregard La (1st Bn, 107th FA) / 27 Oct 45 Cp Shelby Miss 

BPE: 11 Oct 43 England: 18 Oct 43 France-ETO: 22 Jul 44 · 25,26,30 ,32,34 BPE: 2 Aug 45 /28th Inf Di,} 

108th Field Artillery Bn {155mm How Trac-DJ 7 Feb 42 Cp Beauregard La (2nd Bn 108th FA) / 25 Oct 45 Cp Shelby Miss 

BPE: 11 Oct 43 England: 18 Oct 43 France-ITO: 22 Jul 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 BPE: 2 Aug 45 /28th Inf Di,·) 

109th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 7 Feb 42 Cp Beauregard La [2nd Bn. 109th FA: / 30 Oct 45 Cp Shelby Miss 

BPE: 30 Sep 43 England: I Nov 43 Franca-ETO: 22 Jul 44 - 25 ,26,30,32,34 BPE: 2 Aug 45 /28th Inf Div} 

110th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trl-D) 28 Feb 42 Ft George G Meade Md (1st Bn. 110th FA) I 6 Jan 45 Cp Kilmer N.J. 

NYPE: 5 Oct 42 England: 11 Oct 42 France-ITO: 6 Jun 44 · 26,30,32,34 NYPE: 4 Jan 46 /29th Inf Div] 

111th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Tt-k-D) 28 Feb 42 Ft George G Meade Md [1st Bn. 111 th FA) / 6 Jan 45 Cp Kilmer N.J. 

NYPE: 27 Sep 42 England: 2 Oct 42 France-ITO: 6 Jun 44 - 26.30.32.34 NYPE: 4 Jan 46 /29th Inf Div} 

113th Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-DJ 7 Feb 42 Ftjaclc.son S.C. (Isl Bn. I 13th FA) / 20 Nov 45 Ft Ja ckson S.C. 

BPE: 11 Feb 44 England: 23 Feb 44 France-ITO: 10 Jun 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 NYPE: 21 Aug 45 (30th Inf Div] 

114th Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-DJ 10 Feb 42 Cp Blanding Fla [1st Bn. 114th FA) / 21 Dec 45 Cp Stoneman Calif 

HRPE: 9 Feb 44 New Guinea: 17 Mar 44 Morotai: 17 Sep 44 Philippines: 22 Apr 45-15,20 SFPE: 19 Dec 45 (31st Inf Div} 

115th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk·D) 7 Feb 42 Ft )aclc.son S.C. (1st Bn, 115th FA) / 20 Apr 46 Germany 

BPE: 21 Aug 42 Iceland: 31 Aug 42 England: 6 Nov 43 France-ETO: 23 Sep 44. 25,26,32,34 

{relieved from 30th Inf Dvi 24 Aug 42} /nondiv / 
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AUGUST 1945 LOCATION 

Uder Germany 

Dulag Philippines 

Lucena Philippines 

Cernice Czechoslovakia 

Rozmital Czechoslovakia 

Cabanatuan Philippines 

Okina wa 

Okinawa 

Okinawa 

Cp Shelby Miss 

Cp Shelby Miss 

Cp Shelby Miss 

Rodenlc.irchen Germany 

Tossens Germany 

Shipment #10390-N at sea 

Valencia Mindanao Philippines 

Weiler Germany 

116th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-DJ 10 Feb 42 Cp Blanding Fla (1st Bn, 116th FA) / 20Dec 45 Cp Stoneman Calif Valencia Mindanao Philippines 

HRPE: 2 Mar 44 New Guinea: 7 Apr 44 Morotai: 15 Sep 44 Philippines: 22 Apr 45 -15,20 SFPE: 20 Dec 45 {31st Inf Div} 

117th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-DJ 10 Feb 42 Cp Blanding Fla (1st Bn.117th FA)/ 8 Dec 45 Cp Stoneman Calif Valencia Mindanao Philippines 

HRPE: 2 Mar 44 New Guinea: 7 Apr 44 Morotai: 16 Sep 44 Philippines: 22 Apr 45 -15,20 SFPE: 7 Dec 45 {31st Inf Div} 

118th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trlr.-D) 7 Feb 42 Ft Jackson S.C. (1st Bn. J 18th FA) / 13 Nov 45 Ft Jackson S.C. Shipment #10390-K in England 

HRPE: 11 Feb 44 England: 23 Feb 44 France-ETO: 10 Jun 44 -25,26,30,32,34 NYPE: 21 Aug 45 (30th Inf Div] 

120th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-DJ 31 Jan 42 Cp Livingston La-(1st Bn. 120th FA) / 28 Feb 46 Japan Ana bat Philippines 

SFPE: 22 Apr42 Australia: 14 May42 Goodenough I: 28 Oct 43 New Guinea: 2 Jan 44 Philippines: 14 Nov44 - 13,14,15 {32nd Inf Div] 

121st Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-DJ 16 Jan 42 Ft Devens Mass [1st Bn, 121st FA)/ 28 Feb 46 Japan 

SFPE: 22 Apr42 Australia : 14 May42 Goodenough I: 28 Oct 43 New Guinea : 8 Jan 44 Biele. I: 27 May 44 

Philippines: 14 Nov 44 -13,14,15 {32nd Inf Div] 

Ana bat Philippines 

' I 

I 
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To "Dick's Boys": 

"GOING HOME" 

LST, Le Harve, France 

1 tor: Pfc John Felat 

Captain Richard Wise 

1st. Lt. John Davis 

photo by Richard Wise 

* please send your page to 

Chuck Foreman 

1515 Lynn Ave. 

Marquette, MI 49855 

When Dick's wife, Ginny, called last month to say that our old 

Company Commander had passed away just a few days after his 76th 

Birthday and not long after my wife, Ginny, and I had stopped in 

to deliver that centerpiece from our table Saturday night at the 

Moline Reunion, we became saddened as though we had been told our 

father had died. 

We stopped in for an hour to give the plant and the photo from 

the boys in HQ Company and C Company which said "To the best damn 

Company Commander in the 87th Division" and shared your best wishes 

for Dick to get well and join us next year. Dick had suffered 

additional heart damage and he was in his 20th month of shingles 

(he had been to the Toledo Reunion .. shingles and all) and while 

my Ginny was talking to Dick's Ginny, he said; "She's worried 

about me." Dick was selfless to the very end. 

When we left to complete our drive home to Marquette, we gave 

them each a big hug and I told Dick, "Your boys love you." Dick 

hugged back and said, "I love you boys." 

I sent the Wise Family a plant from "Dick's Boys with love". 

Today, Ginny Wise's note said, "My children are in awe of the 

love shown by "Dick's Boys. He never spoke of his war experiences 

so this is all new to our family. You all are an extended family 

and mean so very much to me." 

I invite you to send me a single page 

Wise". I'll bind them and give them to 

y/~l-4 ,1 

of "I Remember Captain 

his family. (ship flat)* 

(7J /4~.,,J;_, ~fa-u,~1'---~-.... "--
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At 1600 the enemy lal¾nched anoth e r assault, preced ed 

this time by a barrage of 88 rum. fire. E,·eryon e was 

alert for the tan ks th ey knew would fol low . 

As th e enemy "Tigers" moved in, Corporal Lee A. While, 

of Corinth, New York, and Private First Class Le on Gus­

tafson, mannin g an antitank gun, watched it's approa ch. 

\Vaiting until it was only seven feet away, and broads ide 

to them, they fired. Four round s went in one sid e of t he 

tank, and out the other; it's crew was wiped out as they 

attempted to escape. Meanwhil e Private First Class \ 'in­

cent M. Miraglia , of Chicago, Illinois, and Michael . .\.. 

Germaldi, of Jamaica, L . I. , forming a bazooka team, fo l­

lowe d si m ilar tactics on a track ed ve hicle followin g the 

tank. Private First Class Elm e r L. Kittl e, of Celena. 

Ohio, acco unted fo r a noth e r tank with hi s bazooka. In-

\Y hPn darkness again fell the turnip concealed ;.:rou 1, 

pr t> parPd to make th e ir escape . It wasn't a n Pas)· ta sl,. 

for th P flan1 f's of burning buildings made th e area almos1 

as bright as da)·. One by one they crawled from th t> ir 

hid in g place. thro u gh a holP in th e wall to the road, and 

then rn ad ... a dash aeross th e open road to a hedgerow on 

til e o pposit e si de. Gi>rmans defending the villagi> d is­

coq>red them. a nd direc ted a wither·ing crossfire fron, 

au10111atic wea pon s a t each one as he raced across thP 

oµe11 area. Th ey kept going, across a field , wading through 

ic)· s trea ms waist d et> p, finally reaching th e sa fe ty of tht>ir 

ow n lin es. T hey r i> poned a ll the y had see n , including thP 

1hre ... offict>rs a nd fift y-f o ur men taken pri soner. 

Sf-Co ne! Lieutenant Jul e F . Kaspar, of Iowa City, Iowa, 

and his Antitank Platoon men, plus two squads of Com­

pany C, were cut off as th ey started to evacuate the vil­

lage. Rushing into a barn , they found Germans in ori e 

end-a pile of turnips in the other. 

Lt. Kasper concealed himself in the hayloft, and his 

men under sm all mound s of hay. On e man began to dig 

his wa y into the turnip pile . As be disappeared , another 

sta rt ed digging; an d the process continued until all wen, 

safely hidden. 

Some of the men , near th e base of the turnip h eap , 

could obs(c'rYe the e nemy's movem ents and saw fifty-seven 

of their comrades marched off as prisoners. Some were 

ste pped on b)· =--:azi s searching thP building but none were 

d iSCOYered 

J a nu~ry 8t h - 0] 2t h FjcJ~ Art i1 1 0 rv 

On 8 January the 108th Field Artillery Battalion was 

relieved of reinforcing the 912th. The enEmy again counter­

attacked against Bonnerue. General Ford visited the com ­

mand post and remained during the firing of all the support 

for the Bonnerue sector. All . contact was lost with Lieu ­

tenant Booth and his party when the enemy reoccupied th e 

town. At 2115 the report was received that Lieutenant 

CaspeT, Liaison Officer with the 345th Infantry, identifi ed 

Lieutenant Booth as one of the three officers and 17 enlis ted 

men observed being marched away a s prisoners by the enemy . 

Although not identified, it was assumed that S / Sgt. Cieslak 

and Sgt. Watson , members of Lieutenant Booth's party, 

were captured also. 
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DERM!ENC E Vl~Tn~ ~ruxPl 1 cs, 28 1 7194 
Aveni!e fl,;,~ncti n11:-,: ?,9 

BFLGT U'l': 

Mr. . ,Tu ·1 ,, F. K .J ::-, :>El r 

160 l-l1Jg<.~ :! t=~ Pn,;1 '1 nr· ·j vc 

01\ F.Crfnl Cl? L\ 0 l 

l) ' ~:' 1\ ' 

First, I wou]d Jikc to aµologize, frn- the :~'.)Cl'!in:'!, mi:::r.ake:,. iH~c-:,111 r _,-, 

d o n't know Fng 1 ish very well. 
I am Vi t.aJ :•,-:rmicnce ' s brothe r , who 7.av0 t.'lis ?hoto Jen '-' "l'-

1 t is re.a] J v a rii ty I arrived an h our t oo late :in Bonneru c nn vrn1,· 

:·-r-c,~ nt trip 1,ec:;ause T 1•1rn1l d have liked to di:::c:r: w;~; a ]!tt] ,:, bit thr: 
r·.cittl,~ n,_ ,-i-,,;, -~--i,..-,.,:ie :::,_:::if 1945 with_ you. 

I have got the America n book " 87tb Infantry Divisi.on " you sa w at rny 

1irothcr ' s ]muse ?nd l am tryi ng to translate into Fren c h the pas~;;agcs 

relating to th e. fi~hts in Bonncrue and its su rroundings. 

On the bac k nf t h is l e tte r, you will find both some passages of 
this hook an d ,_.he ma~ of Ron iwrue ::;howi n p.; : 
in t he locati nn of 3 Ame r ican tanks wh '.ch wen! des troye <:!. 

j n :::;, Vi ta] l)crmi cnc;r• ' ,:::; hou:::;p , whenc: you we;re cm ?th and flth Tn nu ary. 

jn 3, th e Collet far m in whi c h barn the antj-tank g un was hidden. 

in 4, the ]oca t l on of 3 Ger man tanks which wer e destroyed, arnon~ these 

the " Tigre " you :-::;ee on t he pictu r e . 
Could you pl!::iase answer the fol} owi ng gue~, tions: 

!n the extract dated 7th January (345th) it is written " Second 

Lieutenant Jule F . Kaspar , and hi ~; Ant jtan k Platoon men, pl u s two sq uad:3 
of Company C" , how man y men did it repr esent in total? 

In the extract dated 8t h J a nuary (345th) you find '' They reported 

nJ l they had :c:.een, inc] uding the three officers and fifty -- four men taken 

pri,::-.0n0r " , whi le jn the extract dated 8th Januar y (912e) " Lieutenan t 

Casue r CKa s~ar?l id0ntified Lieutenant Rooth B S nne of the three 

off ice r:,; and J7 cnli::;t.(~d rne n" , if:: i.t 5 4 or 17? 
Jn the extract da t ed 6t h J a nunry (345el " Lee A. Whi t e, and Leon 

Gustafson, ma nninr. an a ntitank g1m" and thr~n " Mean wh.j]e Vi ncent M. 

M_jragJia a nc ~i. r;hael A. Ge rmald i formi np; a bazooka team" and " Elmer L. 

Kit+,} e , accrn rn+.•?d for anotJwr ta nk with h i:,; bazooka " , were you w~_th 
t hc:.:,c1 rnn n ? 1\n 1·~ <~0!.1 ]~ yn1 1 ?] ( 1a:::: 0 EiVf-1 rn0 rno <? detail-:- n~nut ; 1-, ? 

al ready wrote to s everal veterans, amon~ them Mr. Wlll lA rn P 
Tav mn T! wh 'l wns 0 1•0;0 a member cf the 315th regirnr,nt . Maybe yclll lrnnw him ·, 

i-ic• ho:'-: got a 1 i ::,": of :11ore 1: .. han ?000 v<,ter.':ln::;, 

gc1ing to cnmc bnr:-k in Europe in Octobe r 1991. 
JddrP,:c;s h ur. hr' didn ' t f1nd it. 

and many a mon g them ar~ 
! had asked him for your 

Tf yn\! c o me back in Be l gium, T would be v,,,y 0 Jad to meet ynu and 

t0 get i:o ]mow you better . 

I thank you very much. 
Yours f:inc::erely 

Vi ctor Dormie nce 
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DERMIENCE VICTO~ 
Aven11 e Dw::ncti aux 89 
1060 Bruxe1]Gs 
BELGIUM 

Dear Mr. Ka~;par 

Mr . . . .Tu]c F . Ka'.c',par 
160 Ruga nA R□~n Drive 
ClRF.C'fJN 9?1\ 01 
u. s. /.. . 

First, I wou)d ]Jke to apdlogize, for the spelling mi sta ke::- hc c au::-:-.,~ 

J don't know Eng l isb very well . 
I am Vit a] flcrm.icnce ' s brothe r , who gave this photo for yr.111. 

It is real 1 y a pj ty J ard ved an hour t oo late in Bonne r uc on y our 

rece nt t r ip because I would have liked to di sc u:::,:::; n , Jitt1e bit the 

nattl c n f +.he /l. rd 0nn(~s o f 1945 with vou. 
- - - - y ha~e got the American book " 8 7 th Jnfantry Division" you s aw at my 

brot her 's house ~nd I am trying to tra ns l ate intn French the passages 

relating to th e fi~hts i n Bonnerue and its surroundjngs. 

On the back of this let t e r , you wi 11 find both some pac:,sa~es o f 

this book and the map of Bonnerue s howing: 
in l, the location o f 3 American tanks wh ich were destroyed 

in 2 , Vital Dermiencc ' s house , wher e you were on 7th and 8th Ja n0ary . 

in 3, th e Collet far m in wh ich barn the a n ti-tank ~u n was hi dden. 

in 4, the location of 3 German tanks which were destroyed, among these 

the " Tigre " you ::;ee on the picture. · 
Could you please answer the followi ng questions: 
In the extract dated '1th January (345th) it is written " Second 

Lieutenant Jule F. Kaspar, and bis Antitan k Platoon men, plus two squads 

of Company C" , how ma ny men did it r e present in total? 
In the extract dated 8th January (345th) you fi n d " They reported 

all they had seen, including t he three officers and. fifty-four men taken 

pri saner", wh iJ e in the extract dated 8th January (912e) " Lieutenant 

Casper <Kas?ar 7 ) identified Lieutenant Booth as one of the three 

office r:c; and 17 enlisted men", is it 54 or 17? 
In the extract dated 6t h January (345e) " Lee A. White, and Leon 

Gustafson, ma nnin8 an antita nk gun" and then " Meanwhile Vi ncent M. 

Miraglia and Mi c hnel A. Germaldi forming a bazooka team" and " Elmer L. 

Ki t t}e, accounted for ,motlie r tan]~ wi th his bazooka " , were you wi.th 

t he ~,1? rne n~ _ _0.1d ,~~l!_)d yo:2 1_ El 5•a:::;e g ivP JnC' more details nbout it 7 

I aJ. r pady wrote to several veterans, a mong them Mr. Wi l J iam P. 

Tayman who wa.s o l :::; o a member of tbe 315th regiment . Maybe you know hj m ·, 

He ha s got a J i :::;t of more than 2000 veterans, and many a mong the m ars 

going to comr2 back j n Europe in October J 991. I had a sked hi. m for your 

addre:=-;s b u t he r:li.dn ' t find it. 
Tf you come back in Belgium, 1 would be v0.ry glad to meet you and 

to get to know you better. 
I thank you very much. 

Yours sincerely 

Victor Dermience 

. \ 
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Panzerwerk Katzenkopf 

C 
Luftkurort I"el 

( 

The West Wall Museum is located in one of the largest West ~all bunkers of the 
Second World War. Inside you can view an interesting exhibition of docume~tary 
photographs an weapons. At the moment the West Wall Museum ist still beLng 
enlarged. The work is expected to be completed during the september 198,';. 
Presently only half of the bunker is passable. 
The bunker was constructed in the years 1937 to 1939 as a four-storied bastion. 
It is said that 32,000,000 pounds of cement was used fer the construction of 
the "Katzenkopf Bulwark•. 
On both of the upper floors there was a total of 45 rooms of varied size. These 
were the troop quarters for the crew of BO, guard rooms, gunner rooms, the 
first-aid station, the lavatory, , the ammunition supply, the cold-storage chamber, 
the canteen and the telephone exchange. Two diesel motors in the machine room 
produced the necessary electricity for the more than 60 electric motors, the 
lighting system and the electrical heating system. On the fourth and deepest 
story there are two large galleries with a length totaling 138 meters, whereby 
one ( 84 meters ) leacs to the removed turret and the other ( 54 meters ) to 
the well room. 
In 1947 a portion of the upper level was destroyed and buried after being blown 
up. A war memorial to the dead and missing soldiers of the 39th Infantry Regiment 
was erected atop the towering remains of debris. 
The West Wall Museum is open on Sundays and holidays from 2 p. m. till 5 p. m. 
during the months of April through September. During the week a visit for groups 
is only possible by appointment. 

Information: Yerbandsgemeindeverwaltung Irrel ( H 7 ), Telephone ( 06525 ) - 7914 

Entrance fee: Adults 
Children under 15 

2 Marks 
1 Mark 

l 
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LE DRAPEAU 7 

General Patton's Prayer 
Nous pub:ions c»-dessous dans son texte origiua•~ la savoureuse priere du General G. Patton Jr. 

publiee lors de )'offensive d•hiver allemande en 1944-1945. Cette priere avait ete formulee par te 
grand general dans la chapelle de la ,,Fondation Pescatore" a Luxembourg quelques jours avant Noel 
1944. · .. ,,Le Drapeau" 

«Sir, this is Patton talking. Th'e 
last fourteen days have been 
straight hell. Rain, snow, more 
rain, more snow - and I'm be, 

inning to wonder what's going 
on Your headquarters. Whose 
side are You on, anyway? 

«For three y'ears my chaplains 
have been explaining this as a 
religious war. This, they tell me, 
is the Crusades all over again, 
except that we're riding tanks in, 
stead of chargers. They insist we 
are here to annihilate the German 
Army and the godles Hitler so 
that religious freedom may re, 
turn to Europe. 

«Up until now I have gone 
along with them, for You have 
given us Your unreserv-eµ coope• 
ration. Clear skies and a calm 
sea m Atrica mad'e the landings 
highly successf.ul and helped us 
to eliminate Rommel, Sicily was 
comparatively easy, and You sup, 

lied excellent weather for our 
armored dash across France, the 
greatest military victory that y OU 

have thus far allowed me. You 
have often given me excellent 
guidance in difficult command 
decisions and You have led Ger• 
man units into traps that made 
their elimination fairly simple. 

«But now, You've changed 
horses in midstream. You s'eem 
to have given Von Rundstedt 
every break in the book and, 
frankJ_y, he's been beating hell 
out of us. My army is neither 
trained nor equipped for winter 
warfat'e. And, as You know, this 
weather is mor'e suitable for Es, 
kimos than for southern ·cavalry, 
men. 

«But now, Sir, I can't help but 
feel that I have off ended You in 

some way. Thai suddenly You 
have lost all sympathy with our 
cause. That You are throwing in 
with von Rundsted,t--and his pa• 
per,hanging,goct'~ou know with, 
out me telling Y ou'ttrarour situ, 
ation is desp'erate. Sure, I can tell 
my staff that everything is going 
according to plan, but there's no 
use telling You that my 101st 
Airborne is holding out against 
tremendous odds in Bastogne, 
and that this continual storm is 
making it impossible to supply 
them even from the air. I've sen<f 
Hugh Gaffey, one of my abl'est 
generals, with his 4th Armored 
Division, north toward that all, 
important road center to relieve 
the encircled garrison, and he's 
finding Your wt ather much more 
difficuit than he is the Krauts. 

«I don't like to complain un• 
reasonably, but my soldiers from 
the Meuse to Echternach are s.uf, 
fering the tortures of the damned. 
Today I visited several hospitals, 
all full of frostbite cases, and ·the 
wounded are dying in the .fields 
becaus'e they cannot be brought 
back for medical care. 

«But this isn't the worst of the 
situation. Lack of visibility, con, 
tinued rains, have completely 
grounded my air force. My tech, 
nique of battle calls for close,in 
fighter,bomber support, a& if my 
planes can't fly, how can I use 
them as aerial artiliery? Not only 
is this a deplorable situation, but, 
worse yet, my reconnaissance 
planes haven't been in the air for 
fourteen days, and I haven't the 
faintest idea of what's going on 
behind th'e German lines. 

«Dammit, Sir, I can't fight a 
shadow. Without Your co~pera, 

tion from a weather standpoint, 
I am deprived of an accurate dis, 
position of the German armies, 
and how in hell can I be intelli, 
gent in my attack? All this p~o, 
bably sounds unreasonable to 
You, but I have lost all patience 
with ' Your chaplains who insist 
that this a typical Ardennes win, 
ter, and that I must hav'e faith . 

«Faith and patience be dam, 
ned I You have just got to make 
up Your mind whose side You're 
on. You must come to my assis, 
tance, so that I may dispatch the 
entire German Army as a birth, 
day present to Your Prince of 
Peace. • 

«Sir, I have n·ever been an un, 
reasonable man. I am not going 
to ask You for the impossible. I 
do not even insist upon a miracle, 
for all I request is four days of 
clear weather. 

«Give - me four clear days so 
that my planes can fly; so that 
my fighter,bombers can bomb 
and strafe, so that my reconnais, 
sanc'e may pick out targets for 
my magnificent artillery. Give me 
four days of sunshine to dry 
this blasted mud, so that my 
tanks may roll, so that ammuni. 
tion and rations may be taken to 
my hungry, ill,equipped infantry. 
I need these four days to send 
von Rundstedt and his godless ar, 
my to their Valhalla. I am sick 
of this unnecessary butchery of 
American youth, and in exchange 
for four days of fighting wea, 
ther, I will deliver You enough 
Krauts to keep Your bookkee, 
pers months behind in their 
work. 

«Amen.» 

This prayer was given in ihe chapel of Patton's headquarters 
in Luxembourg City in Dec. 1944. We visited the chapel with 
the 87th. Tour of 1989. (The weather cleared right up, even 
God listened to Patton.) Chuck & Ginny 

t 
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Jan 6)~'-Bel8ium 

Dear Uncle Bob: 

I've had this on my mind for some time but the 
"s1 tuation" has kept me more than a. little tied up. First I 
want to thank you and Aunt Hen for the box of food which I'll 
assure you I enjoye~ more than I can say. I don't know where · 
you were able to find some of those things but they certainly 
tasted good~ I haven't had anything like that for some time 
( we are getting about .. enough but the quality leaves something 
to be desired). Also the Infantry Journal 1s coming through 
in good shape every month and gets a good going over by more 
than Ieyself. Its an excellent magazine and I fellow the 
newest "developments" as outlined in it very closely, you can 
be sure. I will ask . for the other subscription in the last 
paragraph as you suggested. Thanks for everything. 

Your letters are certainly welcome and full of a lot of 
news that Luce misses. Steve has been "sweating out" leaving 
the States for a long time now and must be damn sick of it. 
He may be a lot luckier than he knows though on Christmas 
day• which was a beautiful clear day and also a mighty 
"tense11 one over here. I watched group after group of bombers 
fly over on the way to their destinations. Jerry gave them q 
quite a reception and I don't know how many big bombers went 
down or exploded as we watched. The fighter planes tangled 
over head but in that we seemed to have the edge. A Jerry 
plane was shot down over us, and the two occupants landed 
in our area without benefit of a chute. It was probably the 
greatest aerial battle of the war and we sat and watched it 
like it was a movie. I felt sick watching all those lads 
catch 1t and then and there changed my opinion of the Air 
Corps. They must have good men too and they can't be the 
same stupid, spoiled bastards that always manage to drop us 
in the wrong spot. · -

This is really a rugged deal over here lately but 
thanks to some good weather (for bombing) and some air borne 
troops along with a relative few other troops who wouldn't panic 
Jerry is really hurting here now (instead of us) We've 
taken it on the chin (the weather has been terribly cold 
adding considerably to the suffering) -but I believe everything 
is fairly well under control now. How we need more of damn 
near everything and particularly we need some better designed 
weapons~/ Jerry certainly has everything on us but sheer 
quantity. If it weren't for all our artillery we would be 
lost. I can't understand how a country like the u. S. can 
send over such badly designed equipment. The Army certainly 
damn near lost everything because of that and because some 
of our "heroic" soldiers give up when the going is touch. 

I hope we've learned a lot of lessons from this and 
it might help to change some of our training procedure. 



Also I really hope this wakes up the U. s. to an all out 
effort. Some of these soldiers are mighty bitter after 
they go thru all this and then read about the race tracks, 
professional athletic matches and all that when we need 
every man we can scrape together just to hold the Jerrys. 
Its some war~ That absenteeism at Arista is quite a 
commentary on the average man's contribution to the war. 

Am getting very excited about Jim and Jean'.e 
contribution to the family. Its about due now. I have 
a feeling it will be a boy. I hope so. 

As for myself I feel fine and am in pretty good 
shape in spite of all. One of these days I'll get 
another bath and I'll be a new man. Thanks again for 
everything and my very best to all 

As ever, 
Bob 

P. s. Please send me a subscription to the Saturday 
Evening Post and if-possible the Sunday editi:m of the 
New York Times. 

{ 9j-L ~ d-
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The following was printed in the Florida Sun Vets newspaper dated 
August - September 1992: 

THE GENERATION NOW PASSING 

DESERVES OUR RESPECT 

by Paul Donnelly 

They' re not getting any younger, and there are fewer every 
day - America's World War II generation. 

They may seem like any other group of old people, mostly 

retirees now, just old men and women on porches, in nursing 
homes, parents and grandparents - but they're not. 

When they were young, they saved the world. 

Remarkable how completely ordinary it seems. 

No other generation in world history can make that claim. 

Not the Founders of the American Revolution, the ancient Greeks 
and Romans, nor the baby boomers not even the early 

Christians. 

Other generations had great struggles; other times had great 

challenges; but at best, here and there, were saviors of a 
town or a country; vanguards of unfulfilled promises; dreamers 

of visions. 

} 

America's World War II generation did not, as a group, achieve 
the heroism of an individual like Joan of Arc, nor is there 

any evidence that their "souls were touched by fire," as Oliver 

Wendell Holmes Jr. described the experience of the Civil War 
when he had grown old. 

137 



But isn't it fitting that victory in the most intense, deadly 

and important struggle in human history should seem sort of 

ordinary to those who won it, and those who benefited? 

America's World War II generation saved the world because 

it had to be done, and no one else was available to do it. 

It isn't that America's Vietnam generation, for example, both 

the pro and the con, couldn't or wouldn't have saved the world. 

They didn't get the chance. 

It isn't that the Russians, who actually broke the Wehrmacht, 

or the Chinese, who held Japan's best troops in a death grip, 

or the British or the French or any of the rest of the world's 

peoples, didn't win the war. 

But they didn't save the world from an unspeakable evil. 

That was the Americans - when as Winston Churchill said the 

'new world came to the rescue of the old." 

But they weren't vast forces of history, or legendary warriors. 

They weren't even all combat soldiers, or Rosie the Riveters. 

They were ordinary people - my Uncle Ed, and your mom and 

dad~ who lived in an extraordinary time. 

So they did what had to be done. 

There was a fair amount of ballyhoo last December, at the 

50th anniversary of Pearl Harbor, although it got sticky with 

tensions in the current U.S.-Japan relationship. 

In a few years, there will be lots of half-century 
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anniversaries of V-E and V-J Day, maybe some prayerful 

ceremonies honoring liberation of the death camps. 

The ex-Soviet republics might pause to remember that there 
was once a place called Stalingrad, and it was very important. 

There will be fewer alive then who actually did those things, 

though. 

So what, that 50 years ago today, or last week, or next year, 
a lot of people killed and died for famous victories? 

This isn't about anniversaries, or the all World War II 
newsreel channel that every TV system seems to have. It's 

about the old guy you see on the street, with a little poppy 
in his lapel, or the blue-haired woman who forgets things 

and who rides the bus. 

Le t's take a long, last look at these people now, while we 

still have the chance. 

No one has ever done anything like their achievement before 
and God willing, no one will ever have to do anything like 

it again. 
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