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Jan 29, 1995

Philips, George 908 548 5164

George was one of the people at Louisville KY reunion who was

discussing Apr 8 and 45 L.

We went over the battle again. He remembered a building and
a fire near it. He remembered firing at civilians hiding behind the

trees.
He thought the action was on a hill overlooking Tambach.
came into view after they came down the hill into a clearing.

Tambach

He remembered details the tank commander or Lt was Jewish.

The tank blsted the two germans who came to get the tank.
He slept by a woodpile that night.

The people at the reunion were Doyle, and Branning. Doyle has
had a heart attack and had difficulty going up the steps after the

paddle wheel trip.

The road was on the left, and the road turned to the right and
came to a clearing. It was the seven on the left who were killed.

Phillips was a BAR man and ran out of ammunition.

Doyle's injury was to the face that day. Diamond to the nose

and one eye.
There was a road block on the left flank on the road.
The jeep coming up with ammunition had a flat bed trailer.

Govorchin received a battlefield commission some time prior to

then.

Harvey gave me several names, some with phone numbers.

Mallory, Ken 818 445 5189 Arcadia CA
Cassino, Tony Brooklyn ”Vféﬁ“’ﬁa‘
Philips, George 908 548 5164 NJ yirag
Gargas  Buddy o
Garger, Wilbur WV Huntington (once)

Tremont, Rollin 798 544 5865 Berkeley IL
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I think perhaps these notes and quotations might be useful in an epilogue.

From this day to the ending of the world,
But we in it shall be remembered

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers
For he today that sheds his blood with me
Shall be my brother;

W. Shakespeare, Henry V iv iii 35
Battle of Agincourt, 25 October, 1415

We who fought and survived the chaos of that awful 1944-45 winter in
Ardennes know of what Shakespeare speaks in Henry V. We too are a
band of brothers, swiftly fading into the recesses of history. We
are a band of brothers who became a great militia.

W. R. D.

A figure of speech among Veterans of The 1864 Battle of Chickamauga said,

"T have been to the mountain
"I have seen the elephant
I have heard the owl, call my name"

O Death where is thy sting-a-ling-a-ling
O Grave, thy victoree?

The bells of Hell go Ting-a-ling-a-ling
For you but not for me.

British Army 1914-18
No man is an island, entire of itself.
Any man's death diminishes me, Because I am involved in mankind;

and therefore never send to know for Whom the Bell Tolls; It tolls for thee.

John Donne

Ye are better than all the ballads
That ever were sung or said
For ye are living poems
And all the rest are dead.

Longfellow, Children
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224 THE UNKNOWN BATTLE

next approach was made on 1 December, to Colonel von Stossel at St.
Quentin. Colonel Black, with Captain Kittstein (from a psychological
warfare unit) as his interpreter, walked up to the fort with a white flag,
Kittstein and an enlisted man actually went inside and arranged a
conference to take place between the two respective commanders. At
this meeting, terms were discussed but no surrender was agreed. It was
not until five days later that a white flag was seen on the fort and a
message was received requesting a meeting at 1130, at the bottom of
the hill leading up to the western entrance. Colonel Franson was
appointed as the American representative, and a surrender was
agreed upon which was officially accepted by Franson and Major
Russel of the 2nd Battalion, 11th Infantry.? The prisoners taken were
22 officers, 124 NCO’s, and 458 hungry enlisted men; in addition,
there was a large quantity of weapons and military stores.

By then, however, it was time for the 5th Infantry to move on and
leave the forts to others. On December 6, the 2nd Battalion was in the
process of being relieved by 87th Division troops and getting ready to
march to Lauterbach on the German border. However, there were
still 5th Division personnel in the area, who on the following day,
negotiated the surrender of the neighboring Fort Plappeville. A par-
ley was held outside the fort at 1130; the meeting had been set up by
Captain Durst, commanding G Company of the 11th Infantry. After
the situation had been explained, Colonel Vogel surrendered uncon-
ditionally.

And then there were two—Driant and Jeanne d’Arc. The former
was a cause celebre for the German radio which was still broadcasting
morale-boosting appeals to the garrison. Early in the morning on 8
December, the 2nd Infantry Regiment was in the process of being
relieved by a unit of the 87th Division. There were, however, head-
quarters personnel still in the area, when two NCO’s from Fort Driant
arrived to request a meeting. This was something that the 2nd Infan-
try had no intention of handing over on a plate to their successors.
The capture of Fort Driant was an important battle honor, and
apparently General Walker did his best to prolong the relief operation
so that the surrender could be taken, justly, by 5th Division troops. At
1500, Colonel Richter, the garrison commander, met Colonel Roffe,
commanding the 2nd Infantry, at the base of the hill leading up to the
fort. After a parley lasting about half an hour, Colonel Roffe formally
accepted the surrender, in spite of claims made by the 87th Division—
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which had done nothing to deserve it. Nineteen officers and 592
enlisted men marched away into captivity.

The only fort that the Sth Division had to relinquish to their
successors was Jeanne d’Arc, which continued to resist until 13
December, when it surrendered to the 26th Infantry Division. This
fort was the largest in area, and we know from General Kittel that
it had been reprovisioned just before communications were cut. It also
housed the staff of the 462nd VG Division and was commanded by
the able Major Voss of the 462 Fusilier Battalion. His garrison
amounted to some 500 of all ranks.

The question that remains is, Just what did the Germans holed up
in the forts achieve during the twenty-odd days after the fall of Metz
on 22 November? In terms of manpower, some 2,650 Germans tied
down approximately 9,000 Americans—two infantry regiments plus
HQ staffs and support troops, who could have been better employed
elsewhere. With an extra division in the line, Walker might well have
been able to reach the Saar more quickly. As it was, he had two
bridgeheads by mid-December, at Saarlautern and Dilligen, but the
latter had to be evacuated as a result of the shift of troops northward
to counter the threat in the Ardennes. In the time available, an extra
American division would not have produced results sufficiently deci-
sive to hinder German preparations for the offensive. On that basis,
one can say that the fort garrisons achieved nothing apart from their
nuisance value.

What the Germans did was to let slip a valuable opportunity which
could have effected the outcome of their December offensive. It is
invidious, of course, for a military historian, seated in a com{ortable
armchair, to point out the mistakes of his betters, but the following is
worthy of consideration, as a historical “might-have-been.” Now,
there is no such thing as an “impregnable” fort or fortress; all must
succumb at some time to starvation even if they cannot be taken by
storm or guile. The true purpose of fortification, throughout history,
has always been to gain time.

We know that the Ardennes offensive was in Hitler’s mind in early
September, if not in August, and that anything that would hinder the
American advance was welcome. Hence his instructions to Balck in
mid-September, to delay Patton as long as possible. During the
September battle for Metz, both sides had initially tended to discount
the value of the fortifications, and both were surprised that the
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DARK DECEMBER

despite their stunning defeat in France, had more than equal
this number, and were fighting for their homeland from fixed,
fortified positions. It was absolutely essential to concentrate
the relatively small Allied forces at the most vulnerable Ger-
man spots in order to achieve maximum effectiveness. In early
September, Eisenhower extended the First Army’s front north-
ward to permit Montgomery to mobilize his forces for the
Arnhem landings, and again Hodges had to stretch himself
somewhere. He did it in the Ardennes. Again, early in Octo-
ber, during the drive to open the port of Antwerp, additional
American units were lent to the British to bolster their forces.
Only in mid-October was Eisenhower able to provide Hodges
with a reserve for this long, vulnerable front; at that time the
9th Armored Division, fresh off the beaches of Normandy, was
assigned to the VIII Corps, and its three combat commands
were scattered along the front to provide the mobile reserve
considered sufficient to restore positions lost in any attack in
this sector. But already Hitler had spotted the weak point.
Opposite the Americans, the Germans, busy withdrawing
their élite troops for refitting, for a long time used the Ardennes
sector for resting battered divisions and instructing new ones.
Patrols from both sides moved back and forth through the
thin lines with ease, and each brought back reports that the
enemy was weak. Middleton, faced with a choice of fortifying
his entire line in depth by keeping the men digging or main-
taining an offensive attitude, chose the latter, and was supported
by his boss, Hodges. The German inactivity influenced his
decision. Trucks and a few trains, which could have brought
up mines and other defensive weapons to strengthen the front,
were busily engaged in hauling ammunition and gasoline for
the attacking troops in other sectors, since offensive needs were
deemed most urgent. American soldiers — unused to defense,
and poorly trained in it — grew restless and, in some cases,
careless as day after day passed with no apparent German action
in the Ardennes sector.
Shifts were made in the Allied lineup in the Middleton sector.
On September 30, the 2d ( Indianhead) Division replaced the
4th (Ivy) Division at the northern end of Middleton’s line, as
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the 4th was moved north to take a shot at the Roer River dams.
In the middle of November, the 28th Division, label.ed the B.lo-ody
Buckets by the Germans because of its red insignia and vicious
fighting tactics, traded places with the 8th (Pathﬁ‘nder) Divi-
sion, and returned to the center of Middleton’s line to recu-
perate from the horrible fighting for the Roer River dams. Un-
able to get through the dense Hurtgen forest, the only gateway
to the dams, the division had been pulled back, bz'id.l}f mauled,
after having been attacked by the 116 Panzer pzmswn. L(?SS
than thirty days later the same 116 Panzer hlt. t.hfam again,
only this time together with twenty-eight other divisions. .And
on the sixth of December the 4th Division returned again to
the Middleton sector after having lived through one of the
worst periods of fighting in the entire war. Working_ in the area
in which the 28th had been mauled, the 4th Division suffered
7,000 casualties in its attempt to drive through to the Roer
River dams. Still short 1,500 infantrymen, and exhausted from
the bloody tree-to-tree fighting in the Hurtgen forest, it rep-laced
the 83d (Thunderbolt) Division at the southern end. of M}ddle-
ton’s line. The 83d went north to join the 8th Division in :the
continuing Hurtgen fighting. On December 10, the Goldefl .L%on
Division, the 106th, took over the sector of the 2d D1v1su?n
in the Schnee Eifel to free the 2d Division for participation in
the new V Corps attack toward the Roer River dams. The
Golden Lions left the States in November, spent a few pleasant
weeks in England, were brought across the channel to France
in the first week of December, and in a series of moves in freez-
ing weather were shuttled to the VIII Corps sector, where th.ey
were to get their battle indoctrination. This was the last major
shift, but one other movement is important to our story. In the
first week of December, Middleton staged, on orders from‘~
higher headquarters, what is known as a “rubber duck” ‘op-
eration. Middleton’s “rubber duck” involved the fake move-
ment of a new division into the VIII Corps sector. Its purpose,-
as understood by Middleton, was to draw German di.visions
away from the vital Aachen sector where we were preparing our
attack to the Roer River dams. And all this time German
forces in the Ardennes appeared to be light.
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Middleton’s defense line lay deep in the heart of the rolling
wooded hills of eastern Belgium and Luxembourg, commonly
called the Ardennes forests. Long known for its quaint charm,
this famed vacation area, with alternate gorges and ridges in-
terspersed by areas of gently rolling hills, is covered with large
forests, and criss-crossed by a sparse network of roads generally
following the valleys. Bordered on the east by the Our River
and on the west by the majestic Meuse River, winding its way
through a beautiful valley across half of western Europe, the
Ardennes region has been visited by thousands upon thousands
of pleasure-seeking vacationists. Its famed chateaus have
played host to many an international gathering. Twice before,
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the region had been trampled by boots of conquest-bound Ger

man troops headed for the richer lands of France and Belgium
Over half of Middleton’s defense line was based on a series o
river lines, principal of which was the narrow, but deepl
etched, Our River, separating first Luxembourg and then Bel
gium from Germany. However, on the extreme north of hi
line, the 4th (Ivy) Division had penetrated a portion of th
West Wall due east of the road center called St. Vith, and wa
perched in German territory on a large ridge, called the Schne:
Eifel. The northern positions, strategically important becaus:
we possessed this segment of the West Wall, were nevertheles
difficult to hold because of their exposed nature. Several time
General Middleton requested permission to withdraw from thi
penetration of the German defensive positions to straighten ou
his line along more tenable positions some ten miles to th

"west. Permission was not granted because of the tactical im

portance of the penetration of the West Wall. So exposed wer
two of the battalions, however, that supply of them could be ef
fected only at night. Finally Middleton, in desperation, with
drew these two battalions without authority from higher head
quarters, and blew up some twenty-five pillboxes which ha

‘been occupied in that area. But still Middleton was alarme:

about the possibility of an attack around the Schnee Eifel fron
both exposed flanks, and to counteract this possibility, he con
centrated ten of the thirteen Corps’ artillery battalions in thi
northern sector to give added support to his revised position:

Middleton’s defensive positions were nothing more than
series of widely separated strongpoints, each with barbed wire
minefields, probably a machine gun, and covered shelter:
These strongpoints were scattered along the front, but betwee

_them the ground, usually including the roads, was wide oper

It is no wonder that large parties of Germans were able to filte
through the lines at night, almost at will, and some of ther
wandered about for days on end. Driving along the roads in
mediately behind the front lines, one had something of an ur
comfortable feeling, wondering just how many “Krauts” migl
be staring from behind bushes.

The Germans knew we were weak in the Ardennes. Fiel

4



DARK DECEMBER

Army sector to establish a bridgehead across the Roer River,
thus further upsetting Ninth Army’s plans for a crossing of
the river at some future day, was abandoned in view of the
probable heavy losses it would entail. To allow Dietrich
greater freedom of movement, his northern corps was returned
to Fifteenth Army, from which it had been borrowed. Replace-
ments totalling 24,000 men were promised for the West-
ern Front. The decree requiring a 10 per cent decrease in
the strength of all theaters, intended to reduce staffs and sup-
ply units, was suspended for Model’s army group until Feb-
ruary 1, 1945. And finally, a proposal that Seventh Army be
reinforced for a strike at Luxembourg City, for morale pur-
poses, was vetoed in favor of an all-out attack on Bastogne,
which was to be the first order of business.

sy

THE ATTACK ON BASTOGNE

Having made his decision to fight east of the Meuse River,
Hitler at once concentrated his attention on Bastogne, about
which he had expressed little concern prior to the change in
plans. Now, with a large battle looming east of the River,
Bastogne was a huge rock jutting out of the German sea, and
an ever present threat to the German line of communications.
It had to be taken. With this in mind, Hitler ordered a con-
centrated attack on Bastogne. Suddenly, German divisions
from all parts of the Bulge descended on Bastogne preparatory
to a new siege of the town. During this time ensued the heav-
iest fighting of the battle for Bastogne; the casualties were
frightfully heavy, much worse than during the actual siege.

First to be shunted south, even though in the midst of an
attack on Hotton, the Fuehrer Escort Brigade received orders
on December 26 to disengage immediately, march to the south-
west of Bastogne, where it was to attack across the narrow
neck opening into the town, and once again isolate the de-
fenders of Bastogne. Then the panzer divisions of “Sepp” Die-
trich’s Sixth Panzer Army were to descend upon the town
from three sides, and throttle the defenders. One by one, Die-
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trich’s panzers shifted their weight from the XVIII Airborne

Corps front, to the south. By the first of the year, 1, 9, and
12 SS Panzer Divisions were ringed around Bastogne, attack-
ing from three sides. The Fuehrer Escort Brigade, having
once failed, was again ordered to cut off the neck of the salient
into Bastogne in conjunction with an attack by 1 SS Panzer
Division from the east, but the Americans were already too
strongly entrenched in this narrow corridor, and the German
attacks failed to break through. By the first of the year, eight
German divisions were closeted around Bastogne, closing in
for the kill.

To counteract the terrific German pressure being exerted
on Bastogne, Patton attacked west of Bastogne. Once the threat
to the Meuse River was definitely ended, Eisenhower was ready
to release the divisions which had been attached to Middleton’s
VIII Corps; prior to this time Eisenhower had forbidden their
use east of the Meuse River. On December 28, ‘“Beetle”
Smith, Eisenhower’s Chief of Staff, received a message from
his chief, who was touring the fronts: “Release to Bradley at
once the 11th Armored and 87th Divisions, and organize a
strong Bastogne-Houffalize attack.” On the cold, crisp morn-
ing of December 30, the attack orders were issued, as troops
of these divisions moved to the offensive through towering snow
drifts. Soon joined by the 17th Airborne Division, which had
also been held in reserve until this time, the divisions crawled
forward in the worst of winter weather. Their progress was
tediously slow, their casualties exorbitantly high: all of them
new to combat, they had to fight in the severest cold, on icy
roads over which tank movements were almost impossible.
These new troops had been moved over long distances, and
then immediately committed to action with little time for re-
connaissance. But had the attack been delayed long enough for
adequate reconnaissance, it is probable the Germans would have
launched another attack, and surrounded Bastogne.

With Middleton’s VIII Corps again reconstituted and back
in the fray, the pressure on Bastogne was somewhat eased,
although up through January 3 the Germans unrelentingly
attacked the town. But with the III Corps divisions closing
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could tell that boat was overcrowded. Only.had to look at it. I.t g;c;s
out in the cenner, starts to rock. Next thing, everyone was in the
hin’ an’ tryin’ to swim.” ;
Wa‘t‘%fldi}tsfrlgsone g0 afteyr them?” 1 asked somewhat thickly. o
“Them Ii’1 motor boats put out from eac.h shore, but by then . e
men were too scattered. All excited. Boats plc}ced up as many as tfey
could, but some of the boys, they struck right out and sv;an: t(i)lt1
shore. Made it, too! Ah saw one boy step outta tha.t rescue boat s o
holdin’ onto his grease gun. Pourin’ water. Yes. SIT, they lost eig

”

men. . '
The litter bearers had slung off their equipment and were about 0

join us in the party when the captain .retumec.l to the room ;n'd
ordered them out at once with angry ms.tructlons to rejoin thel.r
companies and stay with them. It was the iron d0(.)r c10§1ng glen::
faces. They picked up their equipment., put 1_t on in furious sl .es,
and went out. But instead of returning immediately to the corr;lpani 0(,)
they took shelter in the cellars and housgs nearby, where they
found liquor and started celebrations of their own.

The fall of a city the size and importance of Coblenz was nothmg
as one had imagined it. The windows of all the.houses were shu'c'(en:S .
tight; a few dead German and American sc.)ldlers. 1a.y in the stflee I;
jeeps raced by; artillery barrages screamed in, bringing housest c;;;vut
in a thunder of rubble; fighting continued from street to str;,e ; v
there was, OvVer all, the chaotic air of a .drunken, end-of-t e-\;v(o(r11
carnival. Infantrymen who had been dow¥1 in the cellars ran crf>§> e nz
past, firing anywhere, and shrill, overexcited young Gefmafl gir sl’niost
patient of rape, ran after them through ‘barrages‘, ducking into a
flat doorways as tiles fell from the roofs in crashing sh(.)wers'. b

A Free French newspaper photographer drove up In a jeep, ; t-
dishing a revolver, and staggered out drunk to take pictures. In a shu

tered house directly across the way from us W€ heard someone

ing out “Lili Marlene” on the piano, anq, -gomg into a rage, the
;;I;%og%apher entered and pulled open t}le hvm'g-r.oom door Xltk;ri
shout. On the point of firing, he found himself aiming 'at two n:i .
can soldiers: Ted Jameson at the piano and Paul FZhﬁord S}t:fm ing
beside him. The photographer came Over to us, shaking from his nar-

Tow escape.
In ano?cher house, Jimmy McDonough and Horse-face Fogarty, an

aid man temporarily taking little Jenkins’ place, weri looting t'he corlll-
tents of a living room. They had learned to say, Achtung! Macht ]
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schnell! Kommen Sie hier!” and approximations of several other Ger-
man expressions that they repeated to each other over and over.
While Fogarty had his back turned, rifling through the ornaments in
a corner whatnot, Jimmy McDonough, with mock German gruffness,
said just behind him, “Achtung! Macht schnoell!”

“Hey, cut it out; you make me nervous,” Fogarty said, but a mo-
ment or two passed and the harsh German voice resumed. “Cut it
out, 1 said!” Fogarty repeated. “What the hell’s the matter with you
anyway, always f-—in’ around.” Then he felt something poke him in
the back, and when he turned he saw that Jimmy McDonough was
at the far side of the room, speechless and shivering, his hands trem-
bling over his head. Four armed German soldiers had come into the
room after them, and it took both Americans a few jibbering moments
before they realized the Germans were poking their rifles at them in
an attempt to hand over the weapons and surrender.

In a living room up the street, a group of American soldiers were
fast getting drunk. Going tipsily out into the dark hall to look for the
bathroom, they found themselves, in confusion, bumping into German
soldiers who had been holding wassail on the second floor and had
come downstairs on the same mission.  ’Scuse me. Beg your pardon.
Wanna get through here,” one American found himself saying to an
equally drunken German in a polite, Alphonse-and-Gaston act.

Don Stoddard dashed in off the street to escape a heavy artillery
barrage, and, running into a dining room, looking for the way to the
cellar, he came upon one of his litter squad having sexual intercourse
with the woman of the house. It was Bob Lozlo, of Hungarian descent,
a young expectant father, dark and thin-faced, who was replacing
Dick Gann as litter bearer.

At intervals between the shelling, the cobbled street just outside the
hospital rang with the heavy clatter of German boots as long streams
of prisoners came past. There were as many as forty or fifty at a time,
hands up, being chevied along by two small infantrymen, one of
whom invariably was unsteady on his feet. Many of the prisoners
themselves were drunk; their canteens were filled with cognac.

Once German 88s screamed ‘n and a long line of prisoners, four
abreast, hands over their heads, though badly frightened, broke into
an orderly run. There were some wounded among them, being helped
or carried along, and far behind, shouting, running for all he was
worth in his long overcoat, came one enormous, tipsy clown of a
private, eager to join his fellow prisoners.

By four in the afternoon Coblenz proper had not been cleared, but
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lying unburied in the yard: the gas chambers and crematoriums had
been operating at full speed until the very last moment, but there had
been no time for the S.S. to bury all the ghastly signs of their guilt.

“Some of our guys over there saw it. They were pukin’. They said
it was awful! But they’re gonna let everyone over to see it. If you
wanna go, they say you ought to see it before they clean any of it up.”

The field in which we were standing was overgrown with knee-high
dead, bleached weeds, and the crowds of men trampling on them made
constant loud crackling sounds. Nineteen-year-old Konrad Hausner,
one of the regimental interpreters, a refugee who had been born in
Germany and had spent his childhood there, came quickly through
the straw-colored weeds with his superior officer, a man in charge of
Military Government. Letting the officer go past, he stopped to shake
hands and talk for a few minutes. He said, “I’ve just come from
Ordruf, from the concentration camp.”

“ hear they’re going to let us all go over and see it.”

“Don’t. Don’t go. Do yourself a favor—stay away! It'’s the most
horrible thing—worse than anything you ever heard of. Bodies all
over the place—women, kids, men—all heaped together, half burned.
They must have been living skeletons. God, what bastards to do things
like that! I tell you, I'm sick! Take it from me, it’s all there; none of
it’s exaggerated, but don’t go.” ,

As it turned out, we were not permitted to go over, but toward
evening Jimmy McDonough and his friend Horse-face Fogarty re-
turned to Stutzhaus. Fogarty was slack and expressionless; Jimmy
McDonough looked awed. “You’re lucky you didn’t go,” he said,
passing me. “God, it was awful. Honest, I'm sick.”

We had our mess kits out, getting ready to line up, and someone
asked if he were going to eat.

“Fat?” He put his hand on his stomach and turned his head away.
“Listen, I don’t even wanna think about eatin’.” He went on into the
aid station to lie down as Fogarty had done. When we were going to
sleep that night, he was still lying on his stomach, his head buried in
his arms. They didn’t eat all the next day, but sat in the aid station,
dazed and silent.

About a week later, some rear elements of our division were present
at Ordruf when the burgomaster led his townsfolk out to the concen-
tration camp for a burial ceremony. By then the place had been
considerably cleaned up. The starved and half-consumed bodies had
been gathered together and placed in coffins, and there were even a
few floral offerings. When-_ae people saw what the camp was like and
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were led through the torture chambers and past the ovens, men and
women screamed out and fainted; others were led away crying hysteri-
cally. All swore that during the past years they had had no idea of
what had been going on in the camp just outside their town.

And yet, one heard other stories. One heard that it would be im-
possible not to know what was happening, that the greasy black smoke
and the unmistakable odor of burning bodies could be detected for
miles around such concentration camps, that villagers got up petitions
to have the camps moved elsewhere.

I never knew what to believe.

Near the field of tall dead weeds there was a fenced-in yard that
was being used as a temporary prisoner-of-war pen. German soldiers
of all ranks were crowded into it, their hands raised, while the regi-
mental guards searched them and their meager belongings, opening
their packs, flipping through their army booklets, robbing the prisoners
of rings, watches, money, soi:venirs and pen-and-pencil sets, occasion-
ally tossing the articles they didn’t want over the fence to begging,
jumping infantrymen.

Among the prisoners was one strapping blond young S.S. man who
doubtless cursed and hated himself now for surrendering, and, in an
attempt to save his pride, he put up a public challenge to beat any
four Americans in an honest fist fight. Believing fanatically in the
" myth of his superiority, he begged and shouted for the chance and
caused quite a disturbance in the compound.

A passing American who reminded me of the former Sergeant Jano-
vic of C Company, shorter than the German and not too prepos-
 sessing in appearance, heard of the vaunt, walked in quietly, put down
 his rifle, took off his helmet and field jacket, squared off, and beat the
Nazi all over the enclosure. He battered him so that at the end of
three or four minutes the German was lying on the ground, heaving,
his face cut, nose bleeding, his fists pressed against his eyes, trying
to shut out the acknowledgment of this ignominious day. The infan-
tryman, whom no one seemed to know, rubbed his scraped knuckles,
put on his helmet and jacket, shouldered his rifle and walked away
without saying anything. The German was left on the ground. The
rest of the prisoners formed a distant, expressionless circle around

Near one o’clock one warm afternoon the whole long convoy of
* jeeps and trucks came to a halt beneath the first surrender flags of a
shabby, damaged little town, and the road immediately became thick




About midnight we received orders that we had been
reattached to the Third Army (having been temporarily in
the Seventh), and that we were to furnish direct support fo
the 345th Infantry’s jump-off the next morning. Because we¢
didn’t know what tricks the Germans might pull, our supply
sergeants distributed our gas masks, our operations and
communications sections worked all night preparing map-
and changing radio frequencies. We march ordered next
morning about four-thirty.

The doughboys started walking northeast from Hait. We
went into position and tried to fire, but since there was little
resistance, the infantry kept going. The front lines had
hardly been established. We displaced again and moved
ahead of the engineers and reserve infantry into Freux
Suzerain for better range. So far we were the only artillery
battalion that had moved up.

At Moircy resistance suddenly increased. Having vre-
treated into the village, the Germans entrenched themselve-
and opened up with all they had, defending their positions
with mortars, machine guns, small arms, and tanks. The
infantry had the situation in hand by mid-afternoon, and
the Germans pulled back. The town was ours with forty-
eight prisoners and two tanks knocked out. Lt. Diamond.
observer from Battery C, suffered a severe head wound,
Lt. Oberist, survey officer, got trench foot, and both hud
to be evacuated.

Then, just a little after dark, the Germans countel-
attacked with a number of infantry and tanks. The dough-
boys suffered heavy casualties and had to withdraw from
the town. Lts. Allee and Staver, seeing that artillery support
was desperately needed, withdrew to the infantry’s command
post, which contained the only remaining wire communication
to our Battalion. First observer to return, Lt. Allee, re-
ported the attack and contacted our Battalion for fire. The
Germans had come through in numbers, all right, had con-
fused our infantry by setting the town on fire and by a
heavy use of automatic weapons. With Division and Corp-
Artillery, which had by now moved up, we massed fire on the
attack, and during an hour and a half period at the high
point, we fired 574 rounds at them. Our excellent com-
munication with Lt. Allee and Capt. Lee, liaison officer,
permitted accurate location of defensive fires. About mid-
night the enemy was repulsed, and by daylight had again
withdrawn.

For the next ten days as the Germans began to withdraw
under heavy pressure, we remained in position and fired on
targets as demanded. The doughboys kept plodding ahead,
but we had been relieved of direct support and ordered to
prepare strong defensive measures in case anything should
happen. Some of our batteries shifted positions, and the
men picked dugouts in the frozen ground and snow in de-
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fense against occasional artillery shells and the freezing
weather. We were confined mostly to specific targets and
harassing fires: Lt. Col. Cubbison adjusted fire and obtained
seven direct hits on a church in Vesqueville, which, we
learned later, was the battalion command post of the 130th
Panzer Engineer Lehr Battalion. On the next day we fired
our first pozit fuse, but the round was unobserved, and not
until later did we learn the effects of the artillery’s new
“secret’” weapon.

On the 4th of January, Sgt. Cassel’s Battery B section
fired the 310,000th round in combat. On the 8th we had
assumed direct support of the Second Battalion of the 345th,
while the First and Third Battalions prepared an attack
through Pironpre. We began firing propaganda into Vesque-
ville, Hatrival, and Saint Hubert. Lt. Haun, seeking FO
indoctrination, went forward and adjusted fires to score a
direct hit on a tank. On the 11th, infantry patrols went into
Saint Hubert and Vesqueville to confirm reports that the
Germans were withdrawing. We had to be especially
careful in firing, because the First Army was sweeping down
from the North. The German’s great winter offensive wa-
rapidly disappearing into history.

The Belgians had treated us well, giving us billets, shai-
ing their food and fuel and giving us opportunity to keep as
comfortable as possible. The Germans had driven away
much of their cattle and had burned their wood. Before we
left we went into the forest and hauled some logs for them.

On the 12th of January we finally displaced to a rew
position, about 2,000 yards behind the front lines, near
Menil. The roads through Moircy were still heavily mined;
the snow was deep and icy, the temperatures far below
freezing. Our road march had been extremely difficult, for
we had to detour through the fields because of the mines.
Digging througn one to two feet of snow, our batteries went
into position after dark, occupying the same ground that the
enemy had vacated that morning. At the command post
enemy dead littered the snow. A Tiger tank, destroyed by
fire, lay upturned in the frozen duck pond. The Jerries had
booby-trapped the woodpile with an 81-mm mortar shell.

Up ahead our doughboys occupied Lavacherie and Spri-
mont, as the enemy delayed our advance with mines and
small isolated forces of infantry. We now began to see the
effects of the Germans’ first withdrawal, as our wire and
reconnaissance parties reported considerable wrecked equip-
ment and casualties, but interrogated prisoners reported they
had had no difficulty in obtaining gun replacements or
ammunition.

Two days later we met the British at Rumont on the
Ourthe River, where they had driven down from the north.
Our guns were silenced, for the Division had gained its

The Siegfried in winter




Cub diving toward the ground to escape. Although there
was more anti-aircraft fire in the Saar battles than later
on in the Battle of Germany, the planes escaped without
a hole.

The artillery firc from our guns was directed on cross
roads, enemy held towns, suzpected enemy positions, vehicles.
tanks, and half tracks. On the 14th of December the front
lines advanced 1,500 yards in the direction of the battalion
concentrations. Fire was placed on targets holding up the
advance of the 87th doughboys, starting in the morning and
continuing for half an hour as a preparation for the daily
infantry jump-off. During the night the battalion fired
harassing and interdiction fires on the enemy.

On the 17th of December the battalion moved to Ober-
Gailbach. The infantry had left the town a short time
before. Shattered equipment and bodies covered the area.
The enemy and our infantry were not far from the new po-
sition, beyond a ridge in Germany. The battalion had ob-
servers in Germany to direct artillery fire from the ground.
During the day a plane came over, a Jerry plane strafing,
but it was shot down by American anti-aircraft. For the
first time in the war some of the battalion’s machine gunners
got a chance to fire and machine guns all over the area
opened up.

The battalion fired on seven enemy batteries and six
tanks the next day and continued harassing and interdiction
fire for the next three days.

In Bliesbrucken on December 22, the battalion became
part of the Seventh Army (XV) Corps. Captain Dionne
out with his survey crew, hurrying them along, followed
vehicle tracks through a mine field, past the signs and white
tape, with his crew behind him, taping and measuring the
angles.

The following day the 335th moved to Dieuze—a cold
road march. The convoy passed through Bliesbrucken,
Rohrbach, Saare Union, Fenetrange, Dieuze to XKerprich
}(;near Dieuze). The men slept in pastures, sheds, and a
arn.

Perhaps the barn was appropriate for Christmas, but it
wasn’t pleasant. On Christmas.day the Division Artillery
chaplains visited the battalion and held services in the
afternoon in a hay shed. There was turkey for dinner.
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Many of the men attended services in a French. church
which had been damaged by bombs and enjoyed the wine
and schnapps which the citizens of the village liberally
provided.

Two hours before midnight on Christmas Day the truck-
and tractors started to roll again, through Kerprich, Dieuze.
Movenvic, Xermameni, Bayon, Tantonville, Colombey-le~-
Belles, Vancouleurs, Houdelain Court, Ligny-en-Barrois, St.
Dizier, Chalons, Les-Deux-Maisons, Biene, Nauroy. One
tractor was evacuated becausc of damage after sliding into
a stone wall off the icy road. For three days the battalion
stayed in bivouac position, inspecting, drawing supplies,
getting ready for the next move.

An alert notice for the move came on the 29th and then
the cold journey continued—to the Belgian front. We
passed through Pont-Faverger, Isles, Rethel, Villaine, Lonny,
Charleville, Pussemange, Boullon to the vicinity of Bertrix.

From the rendezvous area, after reconnaissance, the bat-
teries moved to their firing positions. A tractor from Able
Battery driven by Corporal Evans and carrying Cummings,
Smith, Arrigona, and Maier met a truck coming along the
narrow road. The driver turned the tractor so that onc
track was traveling about a foot and a half off the road,
rolling in the snow. There was an explosion, smoke covered
the men in the tractor who had been knocked off their
seats and thrown around with blankets, overcoats, and
equipment. A hole had been blown through the bottom of
the tractor and the sudden force injured the driver’s neck
and threw open a door in the floor, banging Cummings foot.

A mine detector showed two more mines under the
tractor and one under the trailer—full of ammunition. The
detector also showed that earlier in the day a tree had been
dragged over one mine and the truck had straddled the mine
on the way back.

The next day Col. Hardin registered the battalion on a
check point and the howitzers fired 254 rounds during thc
day and night.

By this time the battalion was getting accustomed to snow.
Once in a while someone would stand up between fire mis-
sions and look around at the Belgian countryside. With it~
small hills, small clear brooks and woods of evergreens.
Belgium seemed to be made for snow. Ordinarily the beauty

Colonel Hardin and Captain Dionne with cast of “Big Jack's
Crackerjack Revien” in Saalfeld, Germany
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We arrived at Rheims after a cold ride in the late
afternoon. Our next few days were spent in getting new
equipment, cleaning motors, guns, materiel. There wer
inspections each day and guard was pulled in the cold: men
were ready to ask to be put back into combat. Their wishe-
were granted.

On the morning of the 29th we took off for Neuf Chateau
in Belgium. We bivouaced in a wooded arca at Pays-le-
Veneurs, Belgium, and in the morning moved up to withn
a half mile of Recogne. Here we were committed to the
Battle of the Bulge.

The battalion moved out to a wooded area five miles out
of Recogne, where it spent New Year's. It was terribly
cold and men who had no sleeping bag: were given them.
From here we moved to a position a mile west of Freux.
Reports had wus virtually surrounded by the enemy and
almost everyone stood guard at night. Cooks, drivers, and
everyone who could be spared were put on guard duty, but
the attack never came.

After two days in this position we moved up to the
town of Remagne. Three miles out to the front was the
beautiful Beau Plateau monastery, which was the only
building in the vicinity and therefore had to be used as a
command post for the infantry and a clearing station for
all the medics. The men found the pictures on the walls
of the building especially interesting. The monks never left
their place during the turmoil and excitement, and Jerry
knew we were using this as a command post and spared no
shells on it. A delay fuse was used by the Germans in
their shelling so that the shell would go through two o
three floors before exploding, leaving the structure in a
state of wreckage. We were working under the worst con-
ditions due to terrifically cold weather and the fact that
there was a lot of armor working with us. No matter wher:
wire was laid, the tanks seemed to become involved with it
and tear it out, which kept the wiring crews at work da)
and night.

The infantry at length took and held the town of Geri-
mont which was about & mile from the main objective, Tillet,
a little Belgian town resting quietly in a valley which wa-
doomed to be not only a military objective, but a formidabl
one,

For two days and nights the Third Battalion of the 346th
Infantry Regiment tried to take the town. Company 1) suc-
ceeded in getting into the first four houses, and Company K
got as far as a ridge two hundred yards away. They could
neither advance nor withdraw, nor could supplies be got to
them. On the night of January 8, it was decided to send
Company L on a night attack to take the town, for the relic!
of the other two companies. Company L was to advancc
along a railroad track to surprise the enemy from the rear.
There was a small building about three-fourths of the
distance to be traveled. The men stuffed rations into thei
pockets and loaded their pistol belts. Officers had beern
briefed and given maps; all was in readincss. Time seemed
to stand still.

Finally 2100, the zero hour arrived. The attack was on.
The command post was a small dim room made dimmer by
thick smoke. No one spoke, then a radio operator checked

Captain Cala taking time out to write a

letter or two
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Captain Calla orienting forward observer party at
Pfaffangrun before going to the front

Lieutenants Sowash and Connolly in a very
unfamiliar pose

Lieutenant Sowash, Ferguson, Cottrell,
Ernst and Lieutenant Connolly




. BATTALION OFFICERS ON RETURN TO STATES

First Row: Lieutenant Podell, Lieutenant Eilsworth, Lieutenant Totten,
Lieutenant Stuckey, Lieutenant Strain, Lieutenant Cox, Lieutenant Wel-
ton, Lieutenant Fowler, Lieutenant McDonald, Captain Smith.

Second Row: Lieutenant Leonard, Lieutenant Jackson, Lieutenant Rafal,
Lieutenant Benicky, Captain Hingston, Captain Lee, Lieutenant Roberts,
Lieutenant Sowash, Chief Warrant Officer Resch.

Third Row: Lieutenant Andrews, Captain Sala, Major Lynah, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Tague, Major Becker, Captain Thompson, Captain Choate,
Captain Snyder. :

Fourth Row: Lieutenant Rhea, Lieutenant Connolly, Lieutenant Miskill,
Lieutenant Spencer, Lieutenant Wenstrup, Lieutenant Moore, Captain
O’Neal, Captain Rutledge.
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BATTALION HEADQUARTERS
TAGUE, Marcus Lt. Col, Field Artillery
Unit Commander,
LYNAH, John H., Major, Fleld Artillery
Unit Commander.

BECKER, Wilfred C., Operational Training
Staff Officer.

HINGSTON, George R., Capt., Operational
Training Staff Officer,

LEE, Garnett O. Jr., Capt., Intelligence
Staff Officer.
O'NEAL, Philip J.,, Capt., Combat Liaison

Officer.

RUTLEDGE, Lawrence A., Capt., Combat
Liaison Officer,

ROBERTS, Chester G., 2nd Lt., Reconnais-
sance and Survey Officer,

WINSTRUP. John. J, 1st Lt., Combat
Liaison Officer,

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY
ANDREWS, Donald F. 1st Lt., Command-
ing Officer,

JACKSON, Phillip R., 1st Lt., Air Observa-
tinon Pilot

PODELL, Jerome E. 1st Lt., Air Obser-
vation Pilot.

CLASBY, John J.,, M/Sgt., Chicago, IIlL

BEYE, John R., 1/Sgt., Marshaltown, Iowa.

DUNN, David W., T/Sgt., Detroit, Mich.

VINCK. Charles F., T/Sgt., Chicago, IIL

BARNhEs' Floyd W., §S/Sgt., Mt. Vernon
10.

BROWN, Frederick J., S/Sgt.., Saginaw,
Mich.

GULLY, Lennox E. §/Sgt., Preston. Miss.

JERMAN, James J., S/Sgt.. Lebanon, Ind.

MARNACH, Arnold M., S/Sgt., Caledonia,
Minn.

McCARLEY Harold O., S/Sgt., Greenville,
S. C.

NATH, Paul J., S/Sgt., Pittsburgh, Pa,
WASSER, S/Sgt., Reading, Pa.

WASSER, Donald R., S/Sgt. Reading, Pa
BAGLEY, Claude E. T/3, Alexandria Ind.
BELLA, Nicholas J., Sgt., Plant City, Fla.
BURT, Marion F., Sgt., McGraw, N. Y.
ELD\Y}I%GE, Julius W., Sgt., Newton Grove,

FOERSCHLER, Willlam T., Sgt., Chapman,
Kan.

BLOOMSTOCK, Harold J., T/4 Springfield
Mo.

FINK, Jesse F., T/4 Jefferson, Ohio.

GAMEZ, Gilberto, T/4, Laredo, Tex.

GREEN, James L., T/4, Green Castle, Ind.

HEMMER, Paul W., T/4, Covington, Ky.
JOHNS, Myron H.,, T/4 Grundy Center, Ia.
KLING, Robert F., T/4 Turlock, Calif.
LOVOY, Leland, M., T/4, Glens Falls N. Y.
NUSSEL, Wayne H., T/4 Brazil, Ind.
POOL, Cranston A., T/4 Des Moines, Iowa,
PRAET, Walter V., T/4, Napoleon, Ohio.
SOPHER, Dellner O., T/4, Steger, Il
SPRADLIN, Ansel R. T/4, Portsmouth, O.
WETEROFF, Lester A., T/4, St. Louis, Mo.
SZAI;QRA{_NSKI. Joseph A., T/4, Buffalo,

BELL, Wendell D, Cpl.,, Miltonvale, Kan.

DEL PRATO, Enriaco J., Cpl.,, Syracuse,
N ¥,

HILDEBRAND, Richard G., Cpl., Mansfield,
Oh

LEMASTER, Clyde H. Jr., Cpl.. Purcell,
Okla.

NICKUS, Vincent 1/Sgt., Olympia, Wash.
BERRY,v Curtis C., S/Sgt., Turtle Creek,
. a,

CIPRA, Raymond V., S/Sgt., Prairie du
Chien, Wis,

LURA, DeLOSS C,, s/Sgt., Joice, Iowa,

LINI&ElJY, Michael E., S/Sgt.. Mazomanie,
yis,
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OFFICER ROSTER AND ASSIGNMENTS

BATTALION OFFICERS

LENORD, Edwin A., 1st Lt., Wheeled Ve-
* hicle Maintenance Officer,

MISKILL, Robert D., 2nd Lt., Command-
ing Officer.

BATTERY A
CHOATE, Thomas H., Field Artillery Unit
Commander.

RHEA, Boyd B., Jr.,, 1st Lt., Fleld Artil-
lery Unit Commander.

MOORE, William M., 2nd Lt. Reconnais-
sance and Survey Officer.

SPENCER, Gaylord H., 2nd Lt., Wheeled
Vehicle Maintenance Officer.

STUCKY, John W.. Jr., 2nd Lt. Forward
Observer, Artillery,

STRAIN Carl D, 2nd Lt., Wheeled Vehicle
Maintenance Officer.

BATTERY B
THOMPSON, Robert H, Capt., Field Ar-
tillery Unit Commander.

ELLSWORTH, Edward C., 1st Lt,, Field
Artillery Unit Commander.

FOWLER, Vernon R, 1lst Lt,, Forward Ob-
server Artillery,

RAFAL, Martin 1st Lt., Motor Officer.

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY

LENKOFSKY, Murry, Cpl.,, Brooklyn, N. Y.
McCALL, Willard Murry, Cpl.,, Norwalk,
Calif.
POELLOT, John W. Cpl., Plainfield, N, J.
RUFF, Julius L., Cpl.,, Staten Island, N, Y.
SANDERS, Robert F., Cpl.,, Scotia, N, Y.
SNOW  Edward J., Cpl., Mohawk, N. Y.
STOUGH, Robert G., Cpl., Oklahoma City,
Okla,

WEAVER, Nathan M., Jr., Craddock, Va.
YOCKEY, Kenneth R., Cpl. Buffalo, N. Y.
ALIZ, Ulisse L., T/5, Greenville,- N. H.
BENTZ, Paul R., T/5, Cincinnati. Ohfo.
BISBACH, Clifford H., T/§, Platteville, Wis.
BIZZOZRO, Aldo C., T/5. Montpelier, Vt.
BRUMLEY, Milburn M., T/5, Giltner, Neb.
BURDE, Theodore O. T/5, Bronx, N. Y.
(.'HAI?PéAE. Harold L. T/5, Winston Salem,

CLACK,F Edward R., T/5, Rocky Mountain,
N: 1€:

GALILEO, Rocco D., T/5, Brooklyn, N, Y.
HOGAN, Calvin G., T/5 Mobeetie, Tex.
LEAVEN, Thomas F., T/5. Oeliview, lowa.
LEET, Eugene B., T/5, St. Louis, Mo.
MANLEY, Carl J. T/5, Drumright, Okla.
MARCKS, Donald F., T/5, Waverly, Nebh.
MARLER, Ralph W., T/5 Springfield, Mo.
PEP\EI, JPasquale A. T/5. West New York,

RICHEY, John B., Jr.,, T/5, Toledo, Ohio.
ROCHE, Paul F., T/5, Scranton, Pa,
SMITH, JAMES M., T/5, Sioux Falls, S. D.
TICHY, Wiliam, T/5, St, Louis, Mo,
ULFERS, Durward D., T/5, Omaha, Neb.
WILSON, Johnnie E., T/5 Milltown, Ky.
BOYLE, James A. Pfc., Hamilton, Ohio.
c.\RII{SlI)N, Kenneth E., Pfe.,, Rumford,

BRADY William J., Pfc,, Philadelphia, Pa.
DIXON, Junior R., . Pfec.,, Sinks Grove, W.
Va.

DRIER, Elmer J., Pfc. Rockland, Mich.

DRISCOLL, Lenord E. Pfe, Columbus,
Ohio.

DULDT, John, Pfc.,, Laurenburg, Tenn,

BATTERY A

ALLEN, Gean E., Sgt., Richmond, Mo,

CORREN, James H, Sgt.,, Dravosburg, Pa.

DE COCQ, Henry W., Sgt.,, Purdy, Mo.

HUTCHINS, William F., Sgt. East Point,
Ga.

KOHORST, Rembert C., Sgt.: Norwood, O.
PHILLIPS Boyd E., Sgt., Lake City, Kan.
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DBATTERY C
CALA, Joseph M., Capt.,, Field Artillery
Unit Commander.

CONNOLLY, John E., 1st Lt, Forward
Observer Artillery.

COX, Walter L. 1st Lt., Fileld Artillery
Unit Commander.

BENICKY, Joseph M., Jr.,, 2nd Lt., Wheeled
Vehicle Maintenance officer.

SOWASH, Richard G., 1st Lt.,, Reconnais-
sance and Survey Officer,

SERVICE BATTERY
SNIDER, Frank J., Capt., Supply and
Evacuation Staff Officer.
TOTTEN, Edward F. 1st Lt, Munitions
Officer.
WELTON, Francis C., 1st Lt., Motor Officer.

McDONALD, Alexander A., 2nd Lt., Motor
Officer.

RESCH, Robert E, CWO, Supply Officer
General,

MEDICAL DETACHMENT

SMITH, Miles B., Capt., Medical Officer
General Duty.

ELKINS Joseph L., Jr., Oak Hill, W, Va.

EHRMAN, George [., Pfc.,, West Amana,
Towa.

FINALDI, Anthony, Pfc.,, Newark, N, J.

GOLDMAN, Iszdore, Pfe. Philadelphia, Pa.

GARANJDA, Edward P., Pfc., Jersey City,

HOKE, Kenneth, Pfe, Granite Quarry,

LOWERY, Kenneth S.. Pfc., Houston, Mo.
MAGUIRE, William S., Pfe,, Brooklyn, N. Y,
MILLER. Donald R., Pfe.,, Buffalo, N. Y.
MISHOE, Charles W. Pfc., Conway, S. C.
PETERS, George O., Pfc., South Hero, Vt.
PETERS, Paul R., Pfc. Bowman, N, D.
PIERCE, Frank J.. Pfc., Ridgeway, Pa.
PRANSKY, Kermit, Pfe., Bronx, N, Y.
RAMIREZ, Frank H., Pfc.,, Roswell, N. M.
SPAHR, Charles E, Ptfc.,, Ebensburg, Pa.
SMITH, Francis E., Pfe.,, Willimantic, Conn.
STEWART, Wilford B.. Burlington N, C.
SUTTER William B., Pfc., New Paris, Pa.
TURNER, Ismal, Pfc., Crockett, Tex.
WRIGHT, Ensley W. Pfc., Somerset, Ky.
BARBOUR, Willlam E., Pvt.,, Chicago, Il
BARNES, Erwin W., Pvt, Sioux City, Iowa.
CLARK, Edward F., Pvt., Anon Park, Fla,
FELD, Paul, Pvt,, Bronx N. Y.
HARDING, Orville T., Pvt., Wausau, Wis.
HENDﬂyRSON Peter J., Pvt., Brooklyn,
JACKSON, Clyde L., Pvt.,, Saluda, N. C.
KNOVTTS. William T., Pvt. Newburg, W.
a.
MEGEN, Edward J., Pvt.,, Chicago, Ill.
MEYER, Ralph, Pvt,, Brooklyn, N, Y.
MOODY. Bruce R., Pvt, Belle View, Fla.
MOORE, Howard E. Pvt., Armstrongs
Mills, Ohio.
PANTAZIS, James P., Pvt.,, Brooklyn, N. Y,
PARSONS, Elfared J., Pvt. Saugus, Mass.
PATTON, Glenn W., Pvt,, Hartford, Ky.
PAWLUK, Emil E, Pvt., Queens Village,

N, ¥X.
ROSPLOCHOWSKI, Richard H, Pvt., Mil-
waukee, Vis.

SUSSMAN, Selig, Pvt., Philadelphia, Pa.

POW, Frank C., Sgt., Saluda, S. C.

SCHOONOVER, Ernst E., Jr., Sgt., Topeka,
Kan,

BIELA, Jerry T/4, Bridgeport, Ohio.
CRONIN, Carmie M, T.4, Evansville, Ind.
HOPKINS, Melvin L., T/4 Vandalia, Il
JEMC, Raymond R., T/4, Chicago, IIl.
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AWARDS AND

KILLED IN ACTION

OFFICERS

DoucLAs D. BArrow, 1st Lt., Battery A
GODFREY H. BERNHARDT, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery

ENLISTED MEN

RicHARD C. MERRIMAN, Sgt., Battery B

RoBerT W. McCruUM, Cpl., Battery B

CHARLES F. DutikEL, T /5, Headquarters Battery
JoHN J. GILDEA, Pvt., Battery B

HENRY PADLASOFF, Ptv., Headquarters Battery

PURPLE HEART
OFFICERS

FRrRANK C. NAPIER, Capt.

LAWRENCE A. RUTLEDGE, Capt.

JouN E. CONNOLLY, 1st Lt., Battery C

WALTER L. Cox, 1st Lt., Battery C

JoHN E. STUCKEY, 2nd Lt. Battery B

JosepH M. BENICKY, 2nd Lt., Battery C

EpWIN A. LEONARD, 2nd Lt., Headquarters Battery
WiLLIAM M. MOORE, 2nd Lt., Battery A

RICHARD G. SowasH, 2nd Lt., Battery C

GAYLORD H. SPENCER, 2nd Lt., Battery A

ENLISTED MEN

FLoyp W. BARNES, S /Sgt., Battery B

WiLLiam F. HUTCHINS, Sgt., Battery A

WiLLiAM T. FOERSCHLER, Sgt., Headquarters Battery

FraNk F. MEsTON, Sgt., Battery C

Boyp E. PHILLIPS, Sgt., Battery A

CLAIR W. ArRNOLD, T /4, Battery C

EpwiN A. KoBoszeiwiskl, T /4, Battery B

JosepH J. RAFFERTY, T /4, Headquarters Battery

JouN B. SAN FiLripo, T /4, Battery B

HERBERT A. VONDER Hova, T /4, Battery B

OrviLLE E. WitT, T /4, Battery C

GEORGE F. EHRMANN, Cpl., Battery A

Epwarp J. FELIX, Cpl,, Battery A

Curtis N. LiTTLE, Cpl., Battery C

Howarp MURNY, Cpl.,, Battery A

WiLLiaM C. PRINCE, Cpl., Battery C

Jack A. CArNEY, T /5, Battery C

RoBeRT J. D1OPRE, T /5, Battery B

CLaUDE L. JAcKksoN, T /5, Battery A

PauL F. STEPHENS, T /5, Battery C

EpwARD CORNETT, Pfc., Battery B

FReDpDIE DAILEY, Pfc., Battery B

Fay C. Carps, Pfc., Battery C

WiLLiaM E. BARBOUR, Pfc., Headquarters Battery

NicHoLAS S. HOFFENBERGER, Pfc., Service Battery
(With Two Oak Leaf Clusters)

GEORGE E. RACHFORD, Pfc., Headquarters Battery

ORrvILLE E. ACREE, Pvt., Battery C

SALvADORE CARLIS, Pvt., Battery A

JouN 1. DuNHAM, Pvt., Headquarters Battery

JAMES P. PANTAZIS, Pvt.,, Headquarters Battery

Guy C. WAGAR, Pvt., Battery C

AvLLEN O. WEIRICH, Pvt., Battery B
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226 FA
DECORATIONS

SILVER STAR

OFFICERS
FRANK C. NAPIER, Capt.
JoHN E. CONNoOLLY, 1st Lt., Battery C
JosepH M. BENICKY, 2nd Lt., Battery C
CARL D. STRAIN, 2nd Lt., Battery A

BRONZE STAR

OFFICERS

Marcus TAGUE, Lt. Col.

WILFRED C. BECKER, MAJ.

JosepH M. CALa, Capt., Battery C
THoMAS H. CHOATE, Capt., Battery A
GEORGE R. HINGSTON, Capt.

GARNETT O. LEE, JR, Capt.

LAWRENCE A. RUTLEDGE, Capt.

FRANK J. SNYDER, Capt., Service Battery &=
ROBERT M. THOMPSON, Capt., Battery B ’,".\&

DoNALD F. ANDREWS, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery
WALTER L. Cox, 1st Lt., Battery C

Epwarp C. ELLSWORTH, 1st Lt., Battery B
VERNON R. FOWLER, 1st Lt., Battery B

JosepH M. BENICKY, 2nd Lt., Battery C

RICHARD G. SOWASH, 2nd Lt., Battery C

GAYLORD H. SPENCER, 2nd Lt., Battery A

JoHN E. STUCKEY, 2nd Lt., Battery B

ENLISTED MEN

VINCENT NICKUS, 1/Sgt., Battery A
CurTIs C. BERRY, S/Sgt., Battery A
JamEes J. RyaN, S/Sgt., Battery B
NicHoLAS J. BELLA, Sgt., Headquarters Battery
MarioN F. BUrT, Sgt., Headquarters Battery
HenNry W. DE Cocq, Sgt., Battery A
CLAIRE W. ARrNoLD, T /4, Battery C
OrvILLE E. WirT, T /4, Battery C
RicHARD G. HILDEBRAND, Cpl., Battery B
JosepH C. McKEE, Cpl.,, Battery B
WiLLiaM C. PRINCE, Cpl., Battery C

(With Oak Leaf Cluster)
SamueL D. Avoisi, T /5, Battery A
RusseLL H. BAusweLL, T /5, Battery C
THEODORE C. BURDE, T /5, Headquarters Battery
Jack A. CARNEY, T /5, Battery C
CHARLES F. DutieL, T /5, Headquarters Battery
CLYDE L. JACkSON, T /5, Battery A
DonaLp F. Marcks, T /5, Headquarters Battery
RoGER A. LEVILLIER, T /5, Battery B
PauL F. STEPHENS, T /5, Battery C
WiLLiaM J. Brapy, Pfc., Headquarters Battery

AIR MEDAL
OFFICERS

LAWRENCE A. RUTLEDGE, Capt.

PHILLIP H. JACKSON, 1st Lt.,
(With Two Oak Leaf Clusters)

JeroME E. PoDELL, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery
(With One Oak Leaf Cluster)

GOoDFREY H. BERNHARDT, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery
(With One ©ak Leaf Cluster)

Doucras D. BArrow, 1st Lt., Headquarters Battery
(With One Oak Leaf Cluster)

EpwIN A. LEONARD, 2nd Lt., Headquarters Battery

RECEIVED BATTLEFIELD COMMISSIONS

JoserH M. BENICKY, JR., S/Sgt.
JouN W. STUCKY, JR., S/Sgt.
CarL D. STRAIN, S/Sgt.
ALEXANDER A. McDoNaLD, M /Sgt.
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The battalion marches on Hitler’s super highway
p g

along a creek bed which was infested with anti-personnel
mines. No wounds resulted, however. This time only the
335th and the 253rd Field Artillery Battalions were rein-
focing our fires. It was also on this day that events occurred
which eventually led to the award of the Silver Star to
T /5 Anthony Trapino, radio operator. After being wounded
and before first aid was acministered to him, T /5 Trapino
continued to transmit fire commands. Capt. George H.
Sexton, Liaison Officer, and his driver, Pfc. Clements Kohr-
man, were also wounded by enemy artillery fire. All three
are deserving of the highest praise for their actions on this
occasion.

During the next two days, the infantry had a holding
mission and we suffered one more casualty when Pvt. Daw-
son E. May, cannoneer from Battery C, was slightly
wounded by a German S-mine.

On the 23rd of December, 1944, word was received that
the Division would be relieved during the night. The 912th
to be relieved by the 156th Field Artillery Battalion of the
44th Infantry Division. The 87th was to be moved up into
Belgium to help stop Von Rundstedt’s “Bulge.” At 0230,
24 December 1944, during an intensely cold and windy
night, we moved out and were temporarily billeted in Lohr,
France. It wonderful feeling to get into warm
buildings and get a good rest on this day before Christmas.
Christmas day, there was time for church services and for
an excellent turkey dinner. That night the Battalion tegan
a forced road march to Rheims, France, the longest and
coldest of any experienced during the Battalion’s entire stay

was a
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in the European Theater. The 912th Field Artillery Bat-
talion arrived in the vicinity of Rheims ot 1300, 26 December
1944 and was placed in SHALEF Stratcgic Reserve. The
next few days were spent cleaning equipment and material
and getting a much needed rest. The only tactical worry at
this time came from enemy air attacks on Rheims at night.
On 29 December 1944 orders were received to move from
Rheims to the vicinity of Recogne, Belgium. The mission
in the new position was one of reinforcing the fires of the
336th Field Anrtillery Battalion. The first mission was
fired at 2100, 30 December 1944. New Year's Eve, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Monn and the Battery Commanders with
their reconnaissance parties searched for new positions near
Freux, Belgium, to support an attack of the 347th Infantry
Regiment. This reconnaissance was made at night under
the most extreme conditions of weather. Snow was six
inches deep over most of the roads and several feet deep
in fields.

At 0900, 1 January 1945, the Battalion displaced from
reinforcing positions in the vicinity of Recogne to the posi-
tions near Freux with the mission of rendering direct sup-
port to the 347th Combat Team. The objective was the
bridge over the Orthe River at Ortheville, Eelgium. With
this displacement the 912th was thrown directly in the
Battle of the Ardennes. Division Artillery assigned the
334th, 107th and 108th Field Artillery Battalions to rein-
force the Battalion’s fires. Despite the displacement and
the extremes of weather, a good New Year’s Day dinner was
served.



THE 912TH IN THE EUROPEAN THEATRE

On 16 August 1944 the 912th Field Artillery Battalion
was officially notified that the 87th Infantry Division, of
which it was a part, had been alerted for overseas shipment
at a future date. Immediate preparations were made for
necessary showdown inspections, immunizations, and for
final phases of training.

All the inspections by Inspector Generals proved highly
satisfactory as far as the battalion was concerned. The
Administrative Inspection, too, proved to be excellent.

On 1 October 1944, an advance party from the 912th
Field Artillery Battalion consisting of Major Thomas W.
Bender, Captain Albert J. Foisy, 2d Lt. Lauren W. Dean,
T /Sgt. Clair M. Jenniges and Cpl. Sherman M. Long, de-
parted for an overseas destination to arrange for arrival
of the battalion at a later date.

CWO Marvin H. Sandlin, Assistant Battalion S-4, de-
parted under classified orders to Elmira H & R Point,
Horseheads, New York, on.25 September 1944 for temporary
duty in connection with supply matters for an overseas
shipment of large items of cargo.

Finally, at 1603 12 October 1944, the 912th Field Artillery
Battalion under the very able direction and command of
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph A. Monn, entrained at Fort
Jackson, S. C., on the first leg of its journey overseas.

The Battalion arrived at Camp Kilmer, N. J., at 1430,
13 October 1944 after an uneventful 22-hour and 27-minute
train ride. Camp Kilmer, N. J., one of the many staging
areas of the New York Port of Embarkation, was named
after the poet, Joyce Kilmer. Processing of the troops
began almost immediately after quarters were assigned.
The processing from the date of arrival through 17 Oc-
tober consisted of: Physical inspections, issue of new
type gas masks and the testing of them in a gas chamber,
typhus innoculations, final clothing and equipment inspec-
tions, “abandon ship” procedure and drill and complete
instruction in Personal Affairs, which afforded all officers
and enlisted men a final opportunity to take care of wills,
powers of attorney, allotments, insurance and war bonds.
The “abandon ship” drill proved highly entertaining when
a few of the men who used the single rope method swung
way out into the air like monkeys on a trapeze.

From the completion of processing until the final call
from the Port Commander, normal training was pursued and
passes were given officers and enlisted men which permitted
them to visit New York City, Philadelphia, and other points
that were not too far distant. On the 24th of October,
three-day passes were granted enlisted men and two-day
leaves were likewise afforded the officers. This gave the
great majority a chance to visit their homes and say their
last farewells.

A parade was held on 31 October at which Brigadier
General William W. Ford reviewed the troops of the Di-
vision which still remained in this country.

Finally at 0800, 1 November 1944, the battalion was
alerted for movement to the Port of Embarkation. Final
preparation for shipment began with packing of personal
clothing and equipment. The battalion departed from their
quarters area at 1830, 3 November 1944 and entrained at
1913 with destination Jersey City, N. J. Detraining came
at 2019 followed by a march to the Ferry at 2040. Arrival
at New York Harbor was at 2108. The man’s spirits were
raised considerably when they were greeted by a WAC band
playing the Field Artillery “Caisson Song.” Their aching
backs straightened up despite their heavy packs and hand
luggage and their step quickened. Just prior to going up
the gangplank, the American Red Cross served hot coffee
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and doughnuts, which afforded a welcome and refreshing
pause.

Embarkation on His Majesty’s Transport Louis Pasteur
began at 2122. Corporal Robert L. Lowe of Headquarters
Battery was the first enlisted man to hit the gangplank.
At this moment, one to be well remembered, a spontaneous
cheer went up from the troops. The embarkation was
effected in an orderly manner with no loss of time. HMT
Louis Pasteur, was formerly a French passenger ship which
had been taken over by the British and was sailing under
the British flag.

The ship sailed at 13855, 4 November 1944, and the decks
were crowded with soldiers having their last look at land
for a while and gazing fondly at the Statue of Liberty.
During the voyage, emergency station drills were conducted
daily at 1000 and at the same time the quarters of the men
were inspected by a ship’s staff. The quarters occupied by
the 912th enlisted personnel received a rating of Excellent
the first day and Superior the remaining days of the
voyage.

On 6 November 1944, during a ship’s gun drill, two men
of the battalion were injured when the concussion from a
stern gun blew in a bulkhead. Those injured were S/Sgt.
William R. Parfitt, Battery B, who suffered a fractured
skull, concusion of the brain and loss of sight in the right
eye and Pvt. Gilbert C. Berry, Battery A, whose nose was
broken.

At 0700, 10 November 1944, the seventh day at sea, an
air escort appeared in the vicinity of the ship. At 1400
a destroyer escort appeared. On 12 November 1944 the
ship moved into the Mersey River where it lay at anchor
until the docking at Liverpool at 1300, 13 November 1944.
The 912th disembarked at 1705 and after a short, but tough,
walk up hill entrained at 1755 on another leg of its
journey. Macclesfield, England, proved to be the first
stopping-off place in the United Kingdom. Detraining came
at Macclesfield at 2050 and the battalion was met by Major
Bender, Captain Foisy and T /Sgt. Jenniges—the advance
party.

Our billets in Macclesfield, England, were entirely within
the town, which is one of the leading towns in the silk
industry. Some of the townspeople stated that a lot of the
former silk workers from Macclesfield are now in the United
States working in the silk mills of New Jersey.

The battalion was restricted until it had received an
orientation lecture on British customs. This orientation
was given by Major Thomas W. Bender on 14 November
1944 and proved to be highly entertaining.

The first of our TAT shipment was received on 15 No-
vember 1944 and uncrating and inspection began. This
continued until Thanksgiving Day, 23 November 1944 when
the battalion was alerted for an anticipated movement on
27 November 1944. Thanksgiving Day was a half-work
day and the battalion attended a lecture on “Escape and
Evasion” given by an officer of General D. W. Eisenhower’s
staff. The lecture proved to be superb and was interspersed
with brilliant pantomime on the part of the officer, who was
a gifted actor in his own right. The following day prepa-
rations were made for our anticipated movement, the prep-
aration continuing through Sunday, 26 November 1944.

Orders to move out came at 2135, 26 November 1944, and
the battalion departed by motor convoy under the leadership
and command of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph A. Monn, Bat-
talion Commander.

After an uneventful 20 hour and 15 minute motor
march, the battalion arrived at Camp D 14, Weymouth,



BATTALION DESIGNATION AND TYPE FORMED (SOURCE OF UNIT)/INACTIVATION *Active through 1946

g5th Armored Field Artillery Bn 1 Jan 42 Ft Knox Ky /9 Oct 45 Cp Myles Standish Mass
NYPE: 11 Feb44 England: 23 Feb44 France-ETO: 25 Jul 44 - 25,26,30,32,3¢ BPE: 8 Oct 45 (5th Armd Div)

g7th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-D) 4]an 41 Ft Bragg N.C./ 31 Jan 46 Cp Stoneman Calif
SFPE: 15Mar 42 New Caledonia: 5 Apr 42 Guadalcanal: 16 Jan43 New Caledonia: 13 Dec 43  Philippines: 21 May 45-11,13

{75mm How Pk thru 1941) (nondiv)

g8th Field Artillery Bn (75mm How Pack) 13 Jan 41 Ft Lewis Wash / 24 Sep 44 New Guinea redes 6th Ranger Inf Bn
HRPE: 27 Dec42 Australia: 30Jan43 New Guinea: 26 Aug 44 -15 (nondiv)

g9th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-D) 16 Dec 40 Edgewood Arsenal Md (99th FA) / *
SFPE:23May 43 Australia: 23Jun43 Los Negros: 28 Feb44 Admiralty : 16 Mar 44 Philippines: 20 Oct 44-3,13,14,15
(75mm How Pk thru 1941) (1st Cav Div)

101st Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 3 Feb 42 Cp Edwards Mass (1st Bn, 101st FA) / 25 Dec 45 Cp Patrick Henry Va
NYPE: 27 Aug 44 France-ETO: 7 Sep 44 - 25,26,32,34 HRPE: 25 Dec 45 (26th In Div)

102nd Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 3 Feb 42 Cp Edwards Mass (2nd Bn. 102nd FA) / 25 Dec 45 Cp Patrick Henry Va
NYPE: 27 Aug44 France-ETO: 7 Sep 44 -25,26,32,3¢ HRPE: 25 Dec 45 (26th Inf Div)

103rd Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-D) 10 Feb 42 Cp Blanding Fla (1st Bn, 103rd FA) / 22 Oct 45 Cp Stoneman Calif
SFPE:50ct42 New Hebrides: 26 Oct 42 New Georgia: 30 Jun 43 Guadalcanal: 28 Jun 44 New Zealand: 17 Feb 44
New Guinea: 22 Jul 44 Philippines: 9 Jan 45-14,15,16 SFPE: 19 Oct 45 [43rd Inf Div)

104th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 1 Sep 42 Ft Shafter Hawaii (2nd Bn, 104th FA) / 31 Dec 45 Ft Lawton Wash
Hawaii: 1 Sep42 Saipan: 17 Jun44 Espiritu Santo: 4 Sep44 Okinawa: 9 Apr45-10,19,21 SPE: 31 Dec 45 (27th Inf Div)

105th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 1 Sep 42 Ft Shafter Hawaii (1st Bn, 105th FA) / 31 Dec 45 Ft Lawton Wash
Hawaii: 1 Sep42 Saipan: 17 Jun44 Espiritu Santo: 4 Sep44 Okinawa: 9 Apr45-10,19,21 SPE: 31 Dec 45 (27th Inf Div)

106th Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-D) 1 Sep 42 Ft Shafter Hawaii (1st Bn, 106th FA) / 31 Dec 45 Ft Lawton Wash
Hawaii: 1 Sep42 Saipan: 17 Jun44 Espiritu Santo: 4 Sep 44 Okinawa: 9 Apr 45-10,19,21 SPE: 31 Dec 45 (27th Inf Div)

107th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 7 Feb 42 Cp Beauregard La (1st Bn, 107th FA) / 27 Oct 45 Cp Shelby Miss
BPE: 11 0ct43 England: 18 0Oct43 France-ETO: 22 Jul 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 BPE: 2 Aug 45 (28th Inf Div)

108th Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-D) 7 Feb 42 Cp Beauregard La (2nd Bn, 108th FA) /25 Oct 45 Cp Shelby Miss
BPE:11 Oct43 England: 18 Oct43 France-ETO: 22 Jul 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 BPE: 2 Aug 45 (28th Inf Div)

109th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 7 Feb 42 Cp Beauregard La (2nd Bn, 109th FA; /30 Oct 45 Cp Shelby Miss
BPE: 30Sep43 England: 1 Nov43 France-ETO: 22 Jul 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 BPE: 2 Aug 45 (28th Inf Div)

110th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 28 Feb 42 Ft George G Meade Md (1st Bn, 110th FA) / 6 Jan 45 Cp Kilmer N.J.
NYPE: 50ct 42 England: 11 Oct42 France-ETO: 6 Jun 44 - 26,30,32,3¢ NYPE: 4 Jan 46 (29th Inf Div)

111th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 28 Feb 42 Ft George G Meade Md (1st Bn, 111th FA) /6 Jan 45 Cp Kilmer N.J.
NYPE: 27 Sep42 England: 2Oct42 France-ETO: 6 Jun 44 - 26,30,32,3¢ NYPE:4]Jan 46 (29th Inf Div)

113th Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-D) 7 Feb 42 Ft Jackson S.C. (1st Bn, 113th FA) /20 Nov 45 Ft Jackson S.C.
BPE: 11 Feb44 England: 23 Feb44 France-ETO: 10 Jun 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 NYPE: 21 Aug 45 (30th Inf Div]

114th Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-D) 10 Feb 42 Cp Blanding Fla (1st Bn, 114th FA) / 21 Dec 45 Cp Stoneman Calif
HRPE: 9Feb44 New Guinea: 17 Mar44 Morotai: 17 Sep 44 Philippines: 22 Apr 45-15,20 SFPE: 19 Dec 45 (31st Inf Div)

115th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 7 Feb 42 Ft Jackson S.C. (1st Bn, 115th FA) /20 Apr 46 Germany
BPE: 21 Aug42 Iceland: 31 Aug 42 England: 6 Nov43 France-ETO: 23 Sep 44 - 25,26,32,34
(relieved from 30th Inf Dvi 24 Aug 42) (nondiv)

116th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-D) 10 Feb 42 Cp Blanding Fla (1st Bn, 116th FA) / 20 Dec 45 Cp Stoneman Calif
HRPE: 2Mar 44 New Guinea:7 Apr44 Morotai: 15Sep44 Philippines: 22 Apr 45-15,20 SFPE: 20 Dec 45 (31st Inf Div)

117th Field Artillary Bn (105mm How Trac-D) 10 Feb 42 Cp Blanding Fla (1st Bn, 117th FA) / 8 Dec 45 Cp Stoneman Calif
HRPE: 2Mar 44 New Guinea:7 Apr44 Morotai: 16 Sep44 Philippines: 22 Apr 45-15,20 SFPE:7 Dec 45 (31st Inf Div)

118th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trk-D) 7 Feb 42 Ft Jackson S.C. (1st Bn, 118th FA) /13 Nov 45 Ft Jackson S.C.
HRPE: 11 Feb44 England: 23 Feb44 France-ETO: 10 Jun 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 NYPE: 21 Aug 45 (30th Inf Div)

120th Field Artillery Bn (105mm How Trac-D) 31 Jan 42 Cp Livingston La- (1st Bn, 120th FA) / 28 Feb 46 Japan

SFPE: 22 Apr42 Australia:14 May42 Goodenoughl: 28 Oct43 New Guinea:2Jan44 Philippines: 14 Nov 44 - 13,14,15 (32nd Inf Div)

121st Field Artillery Bn (155mm How Trac-D) 16 Jan 42 Ft Devens Mass (1st Bn, 121st FA) /28 Feb 46 Japan
SFPE: 22 Apr42 Australia:14May42 Goodenoughl:280ct43 New Guinea: 8 Jan 44 Biak I: 27 May 44
Philippines: 14 Nov 44 - 13,14,15 (32nd Inf Div)

399

AUGUST 1945 LOCATION

Uder Germany

Dulag Philippines

Lucena Philippines

Cernice Czechoslovakia

Rozmital Czechoslovakia

Cabanatuan Philippines

Okinawa

Okinawa

Okinawa

Cp Shelby Miss

Cp Shelby Miss

Cp Shelby Miss

Rodenkirchen Germany

Tossens Germany

_ Shipment #10390-N at sea

Valencia Mindanao Philippines

Weiler Germany

Valencia Mindanao Philippines

Valencia Mindanao Philippines

Shipment #10390-K in England

Anabat Philippines

Anabat Philippines
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July 4, 1945

"GOING HOME"
LST, Le Harve, France
1 to r: Pfc John Felat
Captain Richard Wise
l1st. Lt. John Davis

photo by Richard Wise

*

please send your page to
Chuck Foreman

1

11515 Lynn Ave.
{Marquette, MI 49855

To "Dick's Boys":

When Dick's wife, Ginny, called last month to say that our old
Company Commander had passed away just a few days after his 76th
Birthday and not long after my wife, Ginny, and I had stopped in
to deliver that centerpiece from our table Saturday night at the
Moline Reunion, we became saddened as though we had been told our
father had died.

We stopped in for an hour to give the plant and the photo from
the boys in HQ Company and C Company which said "To the best damn
Company Commander in the 87th Division" and shared your best wishes
for Dick to get well and join us next year. Dick had suffered
additional heart damage and he was in his 20th month of shingles
(he had been to the Toledo Reunion..shingles and all) and while
my Ginny was talking to Dick's Ginny, he said; "She's worried
about me." Dick was selfless to the very end.

When we left to complete our drive home to Marquette, we gave
them each a big hug and I told Dick, "Your boys love you." Dick
hugged back and said, "I love you boys."

I sent the Wise Family a plant from "Dick's Boys with love".
Today, Ginny Wise's note said, "My children are in awe of the
love shown by "Dick's Boys. He never spoke of his war experiences
so this is all new to our family. You all are an extended family

and mean so very much to me."

I invite you to send me a single page of "I Remember Captain

Wise". 1I'11 bind them and give them to his family. (ship flat)+*

/ NIE . 3 —
7%&-;’\//‘-4 ’ \/_é)AC Le//l/ %Ww«(/;_.yv
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Jamizmy 8Lh - 2451D
At 1600 the enemy lagnched another assault, preceded
this time by a barrage of 88 mm, fire. Everyone was

alert for the tanks they knew would follow.

As the enemy “‘Tigers’’ moved in, Corporal Lee A. White,
of Corinth, New York, and Private First Class Leon Gus-
tafson, manning an antitank gun, watched it's opproach.
Waiting until it was only seven feet away, and broadside
to them, they fired. Four rounds went in one side of the
tank, and out the other; it's crew was wiped out as they
attempted to escape. Meanwhile Private First Class Vin-
cent M. Miraglia, of Chicago, Illinois, and Michael A.
Germaldi, of Jamaica, L. 1., forming a bazooka team, fol-
lowed similar tactics on a tracked vehicle following the
tank. Private First Class Elmer L. Kittle, of Celena,
Ohio, accounted for another tank with his bazooka. In-

Japuary 8th - 345th Infantry

When darkness again fell the turnip concealed grouyp
prepared to make their escape. It wasn't an easy task.
for the flames of burning buildings made the area almost
as bright as day. One by one they crawled from their
hiding place, through a hole in the wall to the road, and
then made a dash across the open road to a hedgerow on
the opposite side. Germans defending the village dis-
covered them, and directed a withering crossfire from
automatic weapons at each one as he raced across the
open area. They kept going, across a field, wading through
icv streams waist deep, finally reaching the safety of their
own lines. They reported all they had seen, including the

three officers and fifty-four men taken prisoner.

L e f“‘gA‘Q A
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January T¥h - G4

Second I;ieutenant Jule F. Kaspar, of Iowa City, Iowa,
and his Antitank Platoon men, plus two squads of Com-
pany C, were cut off as they started to evacuate the vil-
lage. Rushing into a barn, they found Germans in ore
end—a pile of turnips in the other.

Lt. Kasper concealed himself in the hayloft, and his
men under small mounds of hay. One man began to dig
his way into the turnip pile. As he disappeared, another
started digging; and the process continued until all were
safely hidden.

Some of the men, near the base of the turnip heap,
could observe the enem)’s movements and saw fifty-seven
of their comrades marched off as prisoners. Some were
stepped on by Nazis searching the building but none were

discovered.

Tapuary &th — 212th Field Artillery
N icd Y (S P 7l & Wil 4

On 8 January the 108th Field Artillery Battalion was
relieved of reinforcing the 912th. The enemy again counter-
attacked against Bonnerue. General Ford visited the com-
mand post and remained during the firing of all the support
for the Bonnerue sector. All contact was lost with Lieu-
tenant Booth and his party when the enemy reoccupied the
town. At 2115 the report was received that Lieutenant
Casper, Liaison Officer with the 345th Infantry, identified
Lieutenant Booth as one of the three officers and 17 enlisted
men observed being marched away as prisoners by the enemy.
Although not identified, it was assumed that S/Sgt. Cieslak
and Sgt. Watson, members of Lieutenant Booth’s party,

were captured also.
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DERMIENCE VICTOR Bruyxelles, 28/7/04
DERMIENCE TOF =
Avenue Ducnetiaux 89

1060 Bruxelles

Mr. Jule ¥F. Kaspar
160 Hugrane Roan Drive
OREGON 92401

u. S AL

Dear Mr. Kasmpar

First, I would like to apologize, for the snelling mistakes hecaune

1

e

[ don't know Eng

ish very well.

I am Vital Dermience's brother, who gave this photo for vou.

1t is really a pity I arrived an hour too late in Bonneruc on your
recent trivp bacause T would have liked to discuss a little bit the
Pattlo of +he Ardennes of 1945 with you. ) -

1 have got the American book "87th Infantry Division" you saw at my
hrother's house and 1 am trying teo translate into French the passages
relating to the fights in RBonnerue and its surroundings.

On the back of this letter, you will find both some passages of
this hook and the map of Bonnerue showing
in 1, the location of 3 American tanks which were destroyed.
in 2, Vital Dermience's house, where you were on 7th and 8th JTanuary.
in 3, the Collet farm in which barn the anti-tank gun was hidden.
in 4, the location of 3 German tanks which were destroyed, among these

the "Tigre" you see on the picture.

Could you please answer the fellowing questions:

Tn the extract dated 7th January (345th) it is written "Second
Lieutenant Jule F. Kaspar, and his Antitank Platoon men, plus two squads
of Company C", how many men did it represent in total 7?

In the extract dated 8th January (345th) you find "They reported
11 they bad seen, including the three officers and fifty-four men taken
in the extract dated 8th January (912e) "Lieutenant
Camper (Kaspar?) identified Lieutenant Booth as one of the three
officers and 17 enlisted men", is it 54 or 17 7

In the extract dated 6th January (345e) “"Lee A. VWhite, and Leon
Gustafson, manning an antitank gun" and then "Meanwhile Vincent M.
¥Miraglia and ¥ichael A. Germaldi forming a bazooka team" and "Elmer L.
Kittie, accounted for another tank with his bazonka", were you with
ile about 5.2

I already wrote to several veterans, among them Mr. William P.
Tayman who was also a member of the 345th régiment. Maybe you know him 7
got a list of more than 2000 veterans, and many among them are
come back in Burope in Octaber 1994. I had asked him for your
5 but he didn't find it.

Tf you come back in Belgium, T would be very glad to weet you and
to get fo know you better.

I thank you very much.

nrisoner", while

=

these men 7 And could vou please give me more det

He has

Yours sincerely

Victor Dermience



DERMIENCE VICTOR ' Bruxelles, 2Z8/7/94
Avenue Ducpetiaux 89

1060 Bruxelles

BELGIUM

Mr. .Jule F. Kaspar
160 Fugane Roan Drive
DREQON 92401

S A

Dear Mr.. Kaspar

First, I would like to apologize, for the spelling mistakesn bhecauze
I don't know English''very well.

I am Vital Dermience®s brother, who gave this photo for you.

It is really a pity Trarrived an hour too late in Bonnerue on your
recéent’ trip becaiseé I would have liked to discuss a-little bit the

Pq**]n ofthe Ardennes of 11945 with yaou.

TOEIE (Ve got the American book "87th Infantry Division® you saw at my
“hrother's house and 1 amw trying to translate into French the passages
relating to the fightsvin Bonnerue and its surroundings,
On the back of this letter, you will find both some passages of
this book and the map of Bonnerue showing
in'1, the location of 3 American tanks which were destroyed.

in 2, Vital Dermience's house, where you were on 7th and 8th January.

in 3, the Collet farm in which barn the anti-tank gun was hidden.

in 4, the location of 3 German tanks which were destroyed, among these
the "Tigre" you see on the picture.

Could you please answer the fecllowing gquestions:

In the extract dated 7th Januvary (345th) it is written "Second
Lieutenant Jule F. Kaspar, and his Antitank Platoon men, plus two squads
of Company C", how many men did it represent in total ?

In the extract dated 8th January (345th) you find "They reported
all they bad seen, including the three officers and fifty-four men taken
prisoner",-while in the extract dated 8th January (912e) "Lieutenant
Casper (Kaspar?) identified Lieutenant Booth'ias-one of the three
officers andy17:,enlisted meq", isiit'S5b-or-1% 7

In the extract dated 6th January (345e) "Lee A. VWhite, and Leon
Gustafscn, manning an antitank gun" and then "Meanwhile Vincent M.
¥iraglia and Michael A. Germaldi forming a bazooka team" and "Elmer L.
Kittle, accounted for another tank with his bazooka", were you with
these men % Ang couwdd vou please,Zive me "mpre details abbuf 1% &

1 aagpady wrote to vaeral veterans, among them Mr. Villiam P.
Tayman who was also a member -0f the 345th régiment. Maybe you know him 7
He has got a list of more than 2000 veterans, and many among them are
going to come back in Europe-in Octaber .1994. ‘1 had asked him £00 your
address but he didn't find it.

1f you come back in Belgium, 1 would be very glad to meet you and
to get to know you-better.

I thank you very much.

Yours sincerely

Victor Dermience

5 “J v
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Westwallmuseum
im |
Panzerwerk Katzenkopf

Luftkurort Irrel

The West Wall Museum is located in one of the largest West Wall bunkers of the

Second World War. Inside you can view an interesting exhibition of documentary L
photographs an weapons. At the moment the West Wall Museum ist still behfg

enlarged. The work is expected to be completed during the september 198

Presently only half of the bunker is passable.

The bunker was constructed in the years 1937 to 1939 as a four-storied bastion.
It is said that 32,000,000 pounds of cement was used for the construction of
the “Katzenkopf Bulwark®.

On both of the upper floors there was a total of 45 rooms of varied size. These
were the troop quarters for the crew of 80, guard rooms, gunner rooms, the
first-aid station, the lavatory,-the ammunition supply, the cold-storage chamber,
the canteen and the telephone exchange. Two diesel motors in the machine room
produced the necessary electricity for the more than 60 electric motors, the
lighting system and the electrical heating system. On the fourth and deepest
story there are two large galleries with a length totaling 138 meters, whereby
one ( 84 meters ) leacds to the removed turret and the other ( 54 meters ) to

the well room.

In 1947 a portion of the upper level was destroyed and buried after being blown
up. A war memorial to the dead and missing soldiers of the 39th Infantry Regiment
was erected atop the towering remains of debris.

The West Wall Museum is open on Sundays and holidays from 2 p. m. till 5 p. m.
(: during the months of April through September. During the week a visit for groups
S is only possible by appointment.

Information: Verbandsgemeindeverwaltung Irrel ( H 7 ), Telephone ( 06525 ) - 7914

Entrance fee: Adults 2 Marks
Children under 15 1 Mark

The inside temperature of the bunker: 10 C.1.50 F
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LE DRAPEAU

General Patton's Prayer

1944.

«Sir, this is Patton talking. The
last fourteen days have been
straight hell. Rain, snow, more
rain, more snow — and I'm be-

"\ ginning to wonder what's going
“““on Your headqguarters.

Whose
side are You on, anyway?

«For three Vears my chaplains
have been explaining this as a
religious war. This, they tell me,
is the Crusades all over again,
except that we're riding tanks in-
stead of chargers. They insist we
are here to annihilate the German
Army and the godles Hitler so
that religious freedom may re-
turn to Europe.

«Up until now ] have gone
along with them, for You have
given us Your unreserved coope:-
ration. Clear skies and ‘a calm
sea in Atrica made the landings
highly successful and helped us
to eliminate Rommel, Sicily was
comparatively easy, and You sup-
ilied excellent weather for our
‘armored dash across France, the
greatest military victory that You
have thus far allowed me. You
have often given me excellent
guidance in difficult command
decisions and You have led Ger-
man units into traps that made
their elimination fairly simple.

«But mnow, You've changed
horses in midstream.” You seem
to have given Von Rundstedt
every break in the book and,
frankly, he’s been beating hell
out of us. My army is neither
trained nor equipped for winter
warfare. And, as You know, this
weather is more suitable for Es:
kimos than for southern cavalry-
men.

«But now, Sir, I can’t help but
teel that 1 have offended You in

%
1

Nous publions ci-dessous dans son texte orifine!, la savoureuse priére du Général G, Patton Jr.
publiée lors de Iolfensive d’hiver allemande en 19441945, Cette priére avait été formulée par le
grand général dans la chapelle de la ,Fondation Pescatore” & Luxembourg quelgues jours avant Noel

some way. That suddenly You
have lost all syrmapathy -with our
cause. That You are throwing in
with von Rundstedt-and his pa-
perchanging-gd& Y ou know with:-
out me telling You our situ:
ation is desperate. Sure, I can tell
my staff that everything is going
according to plan, but there’s no
use telling You that my 10Ist
Airborne is holding out against
tremendous odds in Bastogne,
and that this continual storm is
making it impossible to suppl

them even from the air. I've sen%’
Hugh Gaffey, one of my ablest
generals, with his 4th Armored
Division, north toward that all-
important road center to relieve
the encircled garrison, and he’s
finding Your weather much more
difficuit than he is the Krauts.

«I don’t like to complain un-
reasonably, but my soldiers from
the Meuse to Echternach are suf-
fering the tortures of the damned.
Today I visited several hospitals,
all full of frostbite cases, and the
wounded are dying in the fields
because they carnot be brought
back for medical care.

«But this isn’'t the worst of the
situation. Lack of visibility, con-
tinued rains, have completely
grounded my air force. My tech-
nique of battle calls for close-in
fighter-bomber support, an*if my
planes can’t fly, how can I use
them as aerial artiiliery? Not only
is this a deplorable situation, but,
worse vyet, my reconnaissance
planes haven't been in the air for
fourteen days, and 1 haven't the
faintest idea of what's going on
behind the German lines.

«Dammit, Sir, I cant fight a
shadow. Without Your coopera-

-yLle Drapeau”

tion from a weather standpoint,
I am deprived of an accurate dis-
position of the German armies,
and how in hell can I be intelli-
gent in my attack? All this pro-
bably sounds unreasonable to
You, but I have lost all patience
with' Your chaplains who insist
that this a typical Ardennes win-
ter, and that I must have faith.

«Faith and patience be dams-
ned ! You have just got to make
up Your mind whose side You're
on, You must come to my assis-
tance, so that I may dispatch the
entire German Army as a birth-
day present to Your Prince of
Peace.

«Sir, I have never been an un-
reasonable man. I am not going
to ask You for the impossible. I
do not even insist upon a miracle,
for all I request is four days of
clear weather.

«Give- me four clear days so
that my planes can fly; so that
my fighter-bombers can bomb
and strafe, so that my reconnais-
sance may pick out targets for
my magnificent artillery. Give me
four days of sunshine to dry
this blasted mud, so that my
tanks may roll, so that ammuni:
tion and rations may be taken to
my hungry, ill-equipped infantry.
I need these four days to send
von Rundstedt and his godless ar-
my to their Valhalla. I am sick
of this unnecessary butchery of
American youth, and in exchange
for four days of fighting wea:-
ther, I will deliver You enough
Krauts to keep Your bookkee:
pers months behind in their
work.

«Amen.»

This prayer was given in the chapel of Patton's headquarters

in Luxembourg City in Dec.
Tour of -1989.
God listened to Patton.)

the 87th.

1944.

Chuck & Ginny

We visited the chapel with
(The weather cleared right up, even
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(
Jan Q/%\Belgium

Dear Uncle Bob:

I've had this on my mind for some time but the
"g1tuation" has kept me more than a little tied up. First I
‘want to thank you and Aunt Hen for the box of food which I'11 .
agsure you I enjoyed more than I can say. I don't knew where
you were able to find some of those things but they certsinly
tasted goodt I haven't had anything like that for some time
(we are getting about enough but the quality leaves something
to be desired). Alzo the Infantry Journal is coming through
in good shape every month and gets a good going over by more

than myself. Its an excellent magazine and I follow the
newest developmcnts as outlined in it very closely, you can
be sure. I will ask for the other subscription in the last
paragraph as you suggested. Thanks for everything.

Your letters are certainly welcome and full of a lot of
news that Luce misses. Steve has been "swdating out" leaving
the States for a long time now and must be dam sick of ite.

He mey be a lot luckler than he knows though on Christmas

day = which was a beautiful clear day and also a mighty
"tense" one over here. I watched group after group of bombers
fly over on the way to their destinations. Jerry gave them g
quite a reception and I don't know how meny big bombers went
down or exploded as we watched. The fighter planes tangled
over head but in that we seemed to have the edge. A Jerry
plane was shot down over us, and the two occupants landed’

in our area without benefit of a chute. It was probably the
greatest aerial battle of the war and we sat and watched it
like it was a movie. I felt sick watching all those lads
catch 1t and then and there changed my opinion of the Air
Corps. They must have good men too and they can't be the

same stupld, spoiled bastards that alweys menege to drop us
in the _Wrong spot. e

This is really a rugged deal over here lately but
thanks to some good weather (for bombing) and some air borne
troops along with a relative few other troops who wouldn't panic
Jerry is really hurting here now (instead of us) We've
taken it on the chin (the weather has been terribly cold
adding considerably to the suffering) -but I believe everything
is fairly well under control nowe How we need more of damn
near everything and particularly we need some better designed
weapons'/ Jerry certainly has everything on us but sheer
quantity. Ir it weren't for all our artillery we would be
lost. I can't understand how a country like the U. S. can
send over such badly designed equipment. The Army certalinly
damn near lost everything becaugse of that and because some
of our "heroic" soldiers give up when the going 1is touch.

I hope we've learned a lot of lessons from this and
it might help to change some of our training procedure,
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Also I really hope this wakes up the U. S. to an all out
effort. Some of these soldiers are mighty bitter after
they go thru all this and then read about the race tracks,
professional athletic matches and all that when we need
évery man we can scrape together just to hold the Jerrys.
Its some war. That absenteeism at Arista is quite a
commentary on the average man's contribution to the ware

Am getting very excited about Jim and Jedn's
contribution to the family. Its about due now. I have
a feeling it will be a boy. I hope so. :

As for myself I feel fine and am in pretty good
shape in spite of all. One of these days I'1l get
another bath and I'll be a new man. Thanks again for
everything and my very best to all ‘

As ever,
Bob

P, S. Please send me a subscription to the Saturday

Evening Post and if possible the Sunday editi-n of the
New York Timese.
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The following was printed in the Florida Sun Vets newspaper dated

August - September 1992:

THE GENERATION NOW PASSING
DESERVES OUR RESPECT

by Paul Donnelly

They're not getting any younger, and there are fewer every

day - America's World War II generation.

They may seem 1like any other group of o0ld people, mostly
retirees now, Jjust old men and women on porches, in nursing

homes, parents and grandparents - but they're not.

When they were young, they saved the world.

Remarkable how completely ordinary it seems.

No other generation in world history can make that claim.

Not the Founders of the American Revolution, the ancient Greeks
and Romans, nor the baby boomers - not even the early

Christians.

Other generations had great struggles; other times had great
challenges; but at best, here and there, were saviors of a
town or a country; vanguards of unfulfilled promises; dreamers
of visions.

2t
America's World War II generation did not, as a group, achieve
the heroism of an individual like Joan of Arc, nor is there

' as Oliver

any evidence that their "souls were touched by fire,'
Wendell Holmes Jr. described the experience of the Civil War

when he had grown old.
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But isn't it fitting that victory in the most intense, deadly
and important struggle in human history should seem sort of

ordinary to those who won it, and those who benefited?

America's World War II generation saved the world because

it had to be done, and no one else was available to do it.

It isn't that America's Vietnam generation, for example, both
the pro and the con, couldn't or wouldn't have saved the world.
They didn't get the chance.

It isn't that the Russians, who actually broke the Wehrmacht,
or the Chinese, who held Japan's best troops in a death grip,
or the British or the French or any of the rest of the world's

peoples, didn't win the war.
But they didn't save the world from an unspeakable evil.

That was the Americans - when as Winston Churchill said the

'new world came to the rescue of the old."

But they weren't vast forces of history, or legendary warriors.

They we;en't even all combat soldiers, or Rosie the Riveters.

They were ordinary people - my Uncle Ed, and your mom and

dad £ who lived in an extraordinary time.

So they did what had to be done.

b

There was a fair amount of ballyhoo last December, at the
50th anniversary of Pearl Harbor, although it got sticky with

tensions in the current U.S.-Japan relationship.

In 5 .a few vyears, there will be lots of half-century
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anniversaries of V-E and V-J Day, maybe some prayerful

ceremonies honoring liberation of the death camps.

The ex-Soviet republics might pause to remember that there

was once a place called Stalingrad, and it was very important.

There will be fewer alive then who actually did those things,
though.

So what, that 50 years ago today, or last week, or next year,

a lot of people killed and died for famous victories?

This 1isn't about anniversaries, or the all World Wwar II
newsreel channel that every TV system seems to have. It's
about the old guy you see on the street, with a little poppy
in his 1lapel, or the blue-haired woman who forgets things

and who rides the bus.

Let's take a long, last look at these people now, while we

still have the chance.
No one has ever done anything 1like their achievement before

and God willing, no one will ever have to do anything 1like

it again.

139





