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T0 BE A MINER

e

Because there was nothing slse around, it was all mining,”

11}

me why he choss to work in

Mr. Fietro was born in 1909, in National Mine. He worked in

o mining industry for thirty-six yvears, but he is now

ratired. He is one of the most interesting men I have ever mei.
Mr. Figtro has witnessed and has beesn in many accidents
while empioved in these various mines. UOne of the most
interesting and probably most painful accidents he has been in
wWas when a rope got caught under his armpilt and sent him flving
to the ground. Some of his ribs were broken. Another accident

wed when he fell off something and landed on a track where a

cart comes by. Luckily his partner came down and got him off the

accident he had witnessed. Mr. Fietro was
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ing dirt out of a shoot and there was water and mud

There was a rtolley wire with £,300 volts of
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coming through it. I+ anybody had just touched that

wire, 1t would them right there. There was a young man working
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and this voung man was going down as Mr. Fietro

partner were going up. When Mike Fietro and his pariner came

told Mike and his partner that they killed a




man Mike Fietro said "never killed a guy, I never saw anyone in

there wen we lett." That voung man came down and he was soaking
wet , when he touched that trollsy wire and it kifled him right

there.

He aiso has some other stories about the mine tat did not
concern accidents. One time his brother, George Annala, and he

went to Falmer to get jobs working in the open pits. Only his
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birth certificate. Every day he would say he had forgot it, but
e did not even have one. Une day the boss came up to him. It

was hot and when he was asked for his birth certificate, he said

There were a lot of accidents back then because of the
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king conditions. When I asked him about the working
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conditions he said. "Well vou almost had to make vour own working

s." The minsrs would have to make theres own decisions

about these kinds of things. They could not ask someone what

ure it out themselves. When I
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ad him what the hardest part of his mining carssr, h
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be a miner." =n though this Jjob was hard he must hav

vary hard because he has won an award and was aiso involved in

]

special project. He had to put a set of timbers for the Moss

i

it was a hard Jjob. He especially liked the first day on the Jjob
when the company would gave the miners a shovel and put them on

the main level, and they would have to scoop out all of the mud.
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Thers has been many changss in the mine sinch he was working







