THE MAINTENANCE MECHANIC

“Well, when [ was eighteen years old, I was unemployed. My

ced me one day, ‘Faul would you like to have a job in
the Mines?’ That was the best option available that day. So I

took it and he got me a job at the Mather B Mine in Negaunee.®

stated Faul Hytinen recalling how his career with ClevelandClifis

iimy his Job was at the Mather B Mine. At the
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E Mine he was a transfer scraperman, a supply

i

[y

a motorman. When the Mather B Mine
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filden Mine where he was a maintenance

i After a couple of years he transferred to the Empire
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the Tilden Mine

most humouous

O men

ress on and they boarded a

The operator of

ther workers went in the

moaned, and made a frightening

had no idea what was there.
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anks, they usually are reminded of

voung peoplie. When people are young, they need to develop skills
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person nesd to get a

C.0.1.7 Faul advised "To become & good computer user”.

Computers are starting to be used extensively at the mine. 5o if

to use a computer when he is in high school

sady being computer smart',

7

{
&
i
5
ot
£
bes 3
o §
P
a2
r
[}
it}
€
]
or
il
-

stated FPaul. He continued, "Go to school and learn as much as

you can. Finish high school and go to colliege if you possibly

I asked Faul about women working in the mine. He said that
if a woman gets a good education she could also get a job in the

ming. Actually women are very good workers
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secretary to being a truck driver, a

welder, and a repair man. They have taken over many Jjobs that

a man's job out there" said Faul. He

conting

"I can see ClevelandCliffs Iron Company hiring more

because they are good workers".

wWomen

projects at the mines that men and
women can get involved in. Faul was involved in the erection or

putting together of the number twenty-three and the number
twenty—+our shovel at the Tilden Mine in 19B80.
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One thing that Paul is very active in is the United Steel

it

Worker’s Union, and he is currently a member of Local 4930. He
has experienced being on strike four times. A strike begins when
the workers, and Cleveland Cliffs fail to make an agreement on
wages and bensfits. When they come to an impass, a strike is

1993 totaled 1,850 hourly employees from




the United StesllWorkers to monitor the people

traffic going into the mine. He added, "Men who were at odds

ace, maybe didn‘t 1ike each other.

When we were on strike, they stuck together. They went from not

 to being a united brother®.

oth

n

unions have monthly meetings. At the union meetings

Just taik over union business, such as

locals. Hembers get a briefing on what

industry. They also find out the {future

new innovations on the horizon.

~esiworkers union 1s so imporiant
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Cel. has positionsd themselves in a no lose situation”. When

they entered a partnership such as Empire Mine and Tilden Mine,

ali or most of the ore body. Whereas if the in
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the steel industry are losing money, Cleveland Cliffs can be
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money , because they are stil

Faul thinks the future for the iron and steel industry in
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always be a need for iron and steel because in some

is no substitute. The future for the Empire Mine

“Both

¥ good.

ecoming good, lesan,

are going to be through

C.C.I. to remain competitive in the future they

o it. "They've

L

should be allowed to

a lot of good ideas, and Corporate Cleveland has to open up

Tisten to them", said Faul reflecting on the

of emploves input and shared decision making.

said that i+ he had to make career choices over again

Faul wiil be retiring in 10 vears, and when he does [ am
sure he will about his days with C.C.I.

a iesarning experience for me. [ learned many

}

out mining and the steel industry. If you have not

already gussed Faul is my father, and I am very thankful that he

spended his time to do this interview with me. Thank-you Faul.




