g a NL\ Coyntes

FOURTEEN

When 1 had asked Robert Asgaard why he had cho

in the U.F., he stated, "I wanted to stay in the area. I chose to
work over further sducation, and the mi weil . "
Robert was born in 1930, in Ishpeming, Michigan. He has

been working in several different mines +or over twentv-four

Next, he moved to an underground mine called the Mather B, whers
B - t

i. He proceedsed to the

year, until he returned Tiliden where he
is presently working.

Robert started out as a laborer performing duties including
crusher operator, underground miner and scraper man. When he
worked at the Tilden and Empire mines, he worked as a brakeman
and maintenance mechanic which 1s his present assignment.

When I asked him what he enjoys most about his job he

responded, "The different skilis I have learned being in the

maintenance field, and also the money."” The mine switchaed the
maintenance deparimsn
a challenging innova

of them did not have

¥ in the lunchroom when all




that makes are day go much guicker,

co-workers range from thirty-five to sixty vears of age. "There
is a lot of Jjoking about the old bucks working here, but they al
have a lot of experience. They taught us a tot through the
years. But the olider generation still has some old working
habits and it does cause arguments,” explained Hobsrt.

Working in the underground mines was dangerous. When Robs
worked underground at the Mather B, he was caught up in what

miners called a high country which is smoke atter a blast.

During about ninety +foot climb down, a 1ot went through his
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mind .
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As late as th $70‘s women did not work in the mines;

th

m

most part they could not handle underground mining duties

However, now that mining is open pit and more mechanzied and

computerized women are able to work in the mines.

When I asked Robert what responsibility was

job he stated, "Safety to yourseif and to your
Safety standards are very strict at the mines today, versus b

in the 70‘'s or 80‘s, but it did cut out on the accidents. &o

guess it is well worth it,” replied Robert. At the Tilden Min

workers receive safety awards it the freguency of accidents 1
down .

ffter I had asked Robert what he thought the

the Tilden and the Empire he stated, "I think the
for both. We are two of the largest and most competitive min

in the worid. Both mines continue to buy new equipment to

improve their production as needed, and that keeps us on top.’

C.C.1 is a successtul company, because they keep up to date

equipment , and they keep competitive by watching the costs.
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