
In tap 0 s Id Thornb rry on thee ly Ford days 

area of the c of Kin ord, ~i chigan mad 

by Inez tr on requirem nt o S 495, eouenc 9065, Oral 

story ork ho l.d y • Rus ell gn hi of orthern ichigan 

Universi on D c mb r 1, 1979. 

Bibliogr phy 

Th pam hl t 11 of the Dickinson County Library 

History 
from m 
Sert ry 

r OU. 

Int rvi wi 

Village of in for com 11 d by iss Hazel G. Convi 
urnished from a scrap ook k p by S5 Jennie Foley 

• Ed d G. Kings ord 

histories of th Ci of g ord 

ide t 0 th G den llag ar a 

HS 495 

nez 
205 
King 

on 
venu 
ii 49801 



ORAL HISTORY STAT WT 

I, the undersigned, have reviewed the manuscript of my 

recollections re ulting from the interview of me be Inez Peterson 
• 

on March 25, 1980, and I agree that the recording reports my 

recoll ctions as I ant them recorded. 

I understand that the recording will become the property of 

orthern Michigan University and that the University may make it 

available to qualified individuals for historical purposes. I 

agree that this recording i the property of the Northern Michigan 

University and that I have no claim against any scholar who might 

use the recording or a transcript thereof for compensation or 

royalties or other payment by reason 01 having contributed my 

narrative to the University. I further agree that the University 

ma make such use of the material contained in this transcript that 

it deems appropriate and any such additional use shall not result in 

any obligation on the part of the University to me or my heirs, 

personal representatives or assigns. 

I ha e read the statement abov which recites the way in hich 

this recording w s mad, and 1 hereby af£1rm that the recordin is 

a correct copy of my recollections as I want them recorded. 

Date: arch 25, 1980 Signe ~~a~ 
Ida Thornb rry _.., 

205 Sa ola Avenue 
Kingsford, Michigan 49801 



MRS . IDA THO BERRY 

In v· wed y Inez Pt rson 

E rly y ars i th Gard n Vil Ford 1 t 



Ida Thornber y 

In z P rson : I ' m speaking wi h Id 

arly ord 

Th in r 

ys nd th G rd n Villa 

w r ·s Inez Peterson . 

n d you come to this area? 

Thorn 

ar 

rch 25, 

rry abou h 

of Kin s'ford Michi 

980 . rs. Thorn 

I . T.: Cam o Iron Moun·ain in 1924 nd w moved up to Gard n 

Villa in Kingsford in April of 1 25 . 

I . P . : Why did you come here? 

I . T .: So my husband could work at the Ford 1 nt 

I.P .: And how did you hear a ou h Ford plan? 

I . T . : y husband had lived many y rs in Anti o ad he kn w 

ha 

I . P . : 

I . T .: 

h plan 

o . 

was coming i h r . 
her people tha you kn 

I . P.: Did ny of your r lativ s com 

I . T.: y s . 

I . p . ,: Who c m ? 

I . T .: My b oth r , my broth r in law 

my hus ancfs nd friends . 

I . P .: Wha was your bro her • s nm? 

I . T. : Orvill Byrne . 

I . P .: An your ne h ws? 

' 

w h r lr dy? 

lat r? 

his wif . two nephews of 

I . T . : Orvill Adams ad Arnold Thorn rry . My rother n law 

was Bil Adams . 

I . P . : And thy all cam hr 

I . T .: Th • s right . 

o work h Ford Plant. 

I.P . : Wh n you irst came h e , wh r did you l've? 

I 

n . 

rry 



I.T.: I liv · in Iron Mountain on year and then I moved out 
I 

o Gard n Village 205 ~hich was th n Spencer St., and we ived 

in a small uilding on the back of th lo· which is nows ill 

standing ard houses my grandson's 1941 Hudson car, along with 

bl'ueb r:ry ickers and many oth r thin s th 

days. 

wer used in hem 

I.P.: You mean i 1 s a sor of a catch 11 now besides holdin 

the 1 41 Hudson. 

I.T.: That's ri·ght. 

I.P.: When you first came to Iron Mountain, you said you lived 

in h Io Mountain area Di you liv in a home there or a 

boarding hous or what kind of housin did you have there? 

I.T.: I lived i the downstairs apartme~t of one t• the end o 

D Street. 

I ••. Was the rent high then? 

I ••. No it wasn't too high, bu i w s kind of hard to 

fir:ld a plac o liv. 

I.P.: It was hard to et places to live in hose days. 

I.T.: B cause many people were coming in here.to work. 

I.P.: Did your husband gt a job at the Ford plant right away? 

I.T.: Y s .. 

I . P.: How did he get to work 'n hos days? 

·I.T.: He walk d. 

·I.P.: You said you came to th Garden Vitlage in 1925. I 

und rstand tha Garden Village was platted by th rron Mountain 

R alty Co. in 1 21 • . What was it like in Ord 

you mov d her in 1925 

Village when-

2 



I. T. : ·I w s a v ry busy 1 ac 

Som of m small on h back o 

nigh you ~ould hear peopl saw 

r hi s a h lan, and 

h hifts nd ork on heir hous 

in o h m. 

M ny horn 

h lo s. 

nd pou 

y'd co e 

awhil 

s w re oing up. 

Anytim durin th 

di T re was 

horn f om work on 

so thy could mov 

I.P.: 'How did hey se to do th·s work? 

th n? 

Was th r lectricity 

IT.: Y s1 w had 1 ctricity. W had ctr·c· y n our 

li tl 1ous on the back of th lo. 

I.P.: Wh n you came wer ther many houses built already? 

I.T.: Th r was many being built. 

I p.: r th r y original farmhous s 1 

I. . : I und rstand that th r was thr , ut I don't know which 

on s. 

I.P.: ~ha kind of round as i? 

T.T.: I was sor of w 1 blu b rry pa·ch. 

I.P.: Wa uit level or djd thy hav o do a lot of 

1 V in ? 

I. T. : 0 it was 1 vel from hr 0 h riv r. 

I. .. And th r were a f w hous s tha w r original far-m 

hous s pro ably. Were th r any o h r s rue ur s? 

• T.: y s h r was one arn and I h V old tha h r 

w s a d iry b n where th G rd n Vi laa School now stands. 

That b lon d to Sp ncers from which Sp nc r St. was am d. 

I.P.: You ai it used o Sp nc r St. Wh t str et is it 

now? 

I.T.· I 's Sa ola. 



I.P.: S ola Av nue now. 

I.T.: Y s. 

I.P.: You said you liv d ·n mpor ry s rue ure on the 

ac o h~ lot that you turn in o gara How long did 

you liv h 

I. T.: F om ril until D cm r. 

I.P.: And by then you had built your hous? 

I.T~: Y s. Our house was buil that summ r. The asement 

w s du with hors s. 

I.P.: Di you h're someone o build a hous? 

I.T.: W hir d some of the work on and m¥ husband did 

som o i • Th n carpenter would of o hous to house and 

ork on o f w hours and go o no hr on and work a w 

hours to hold all he jo s ha th y could. 

I. .. Th y d 0 dn 1 ant o los any huh her any kind 

im rov ? \'/ha kind 0 roa s di you hav and so on? 

I. T.: Oh w had dirt roads no sid w ks. 

I · p. : w h people driving cars h n 

I. T.: '{ s b t v r.ybody didn' hav a car. 

I P.. : Did h y still us hor s? 

I. T.: 'f s. 

0 

I.P.: And th t•s where he barns cm in. Did you have childr n 

h n you cm hr? 

I .T.: On . 
I.P.: How ol w s th child? 

I.T.: On . 
I.P.: On y ar old? And h you had childr a er you . 
cam r ? 



I.T.,: Y s I had a daught r born n th litt building o 
. 

th back O th lo. Dr. o• was th doctor. I didn't 

0 to th hospi al· • . _Them days you • didn I t go 'to the hospital 

v ry tim you ' had ·a baby. 

I.P.: Wa~ th r a hosp£tal here~ 

I .T.: Ther wa·s ~the ·old hos'pital' 'in •r.i~on Mo'uri ain.• f"ord . 

~l so h 0ad a . hos pi fa~ for the employ es. 

IP.: ' ' They had • their own hospit l? 
. 

Wh r was that'? Do you 

remember? 

I. 'D .. :, It was on Wooqwar;d Ave., I think. Dr. Al xa der cam 

her 0 on ·of the four doc ors • . 

I.P.: Do you re ember whe it w s on · 100 -cd Avenue? 

I •. T. : Not· exac l y, · o ". 

l .. P.: I · sup ose ··f, ·s -torn down now. 

I.T.: I don•:t think so . . 
I •• P.; Did . you have any other childr n? 

born? 

I .·T·.1· In the home whe['.'e I now l.iv · 
~ 

h r \ r tie o hers 

I. P .· : In the house. So you didn .1.t go to he hospital for any 

o th m th' n7 

I P ■ 1 ! Did you , have a , doctor both , tim s'? 
' 

' . 
I.~ .. : 'f s. · I also had a nurs or a midwif whatever you 

k 

·want to call ., h r.: 
:I :.'P,_ .. : T·hey both ca(!1e? bid you , have h lp after you had. •the 

' . 
•children . 

~;~.~ How' long , did you have hel 1 Did thy ·come and stay, or 



ust com 

I. T.: 

d ys 

sh h 

I .P.: 

or he day'? 

11 in th m days 

r you had a aby. 

d" 

wash r am 

I.T.: V rgi Byrn. 

yous ay din 

My sist r i 

h 

la 

d a ou 9 or 10 

live ear a 

I.P..: Th n wh n your childr n go littl old rand could 

go to school what ~ s the school situ ion? 

I.T.: for my children wer old nou h to go to school ther 

was a 

v·11 g • 

m orary school on th school ground which is now Garden 

Th school set close to th hous th was uilt by 

M • ry 

h 

Then the Garden Vi 1 School was uilt and my 

son, olds one stared o chool her at he Gard n 

Vill school. 

I. P. : Th 

out 

m orary school tha you m n ion d how ·a i work 

I.T.: I work d ou good b caus hat's th only one there 

was. You w nt there or you d"dn' 

Brak int p. 

o. 

I.P.: You w r talking abou th 

w s uil in th Garden Villa 

chool th r 

mpor. ry 

Schooly rd. 

0 0 

I.T.: Thy w nt in shits. Thy h d mor 

rrack school tha 

How id th childr n 

g shift ad an 

sh f • Some l ss shad 60 in class. 

I.P.: Lots of stude ts to at ch Thy w r on shi sand 

th ir 

I .T.: 

r nts w re on sh· ts. 

Arid th 

h d two or hre 

m n workin a h 1 nt w r on shifts, so "f you 

m n in the family work'ng shifts at the plant, 



and you had 4 or 5 children going to ~chool) going iq shifts , 

you had a busy home life . 

I . P~ I understand that the s~hool di~trict . went 1 from ·221 

stude:n s te 1600 students in ,our: y ars . Did they build other 

schools then too. 

I . T . : Yes, th~y ~~nished l the Gard n Village School and bu ~ l 

, ~he Ci~coln School . 

I.P .: Wher,e was that? 
I 

l§ast1 Kings-ford . ' I . T . : Up in 'Bllt the ,ch.i ldren from here went 
' . 

sixth, gr:ade . And .then ' th r to the they had a • school on Wood-

ward Ave .. , and :then , they had two schools in Brid ing where the 

Christian Science. Church is now that was• a school·. 

7 

up 

I . P.: Do you remember any of he early teach rs or sup rintend nts? 

I . T .: Mrs . Novae was tne principal' at the , Garden Village .... , 

sc·hool . ·I don It know if she was the firs one or not . And 

Su erin~endent Sweeny was trye superintendent of Brid"ng Town­

ship . And .then they built Kin sf,ord High School . 

I . P .: What was the shopping ~s · tuation . Wh re did ,you go o 

buy your ~roceries and things that you needed? 

I~T .: At ·ord Store . It was loca d wh re Hosking a SHop 

now stands . 

·I . P.: ·Did you have ' ·o buy at the Ford S or if ,you worked for 
. •. 

9 

Ford? 

• q ,.~:: No . •rhere ~as~ stqre at the corner of Che~tnut and 

I Br idir;ig . A grocery store . You couln buy anyplace that you 

r 
wanted to .. 

• 
L:. P •. : Then did Ford pay you l'n money 

I 
Rnd , not iin :script? 

No he paid ~n money . 
r 



I . P .: What kind of. a store did you shop at when you went to 

th'e 'Ford Sfore? 

r .~.: Groceries . 

l .P.,: rt ~was jus't gr-oce~ies? Did the cl"erlc get your groceries? 

I . T . : Yes , · they h'ad •clerks then . YoL1 told m what you wanted 

and they took em off the ~helf . They didn ' t have adding machines . , 

Th y ~had a i lady cashier and she ·add d up your grocery list 

with a pencil; She could do it real fast . 

I ' .. P .: , , We groceries quite r asonable in the area in those 

•. .., 
day!i. 

' different ' 
. 

I ·, T, : Ohj yes.-. Much than th y ar now . 

I .•. P .: \vas there auite a vari ty':' 

I . T .: ' Oh, y-s , ~t- was a g6od star . I:t had everything . 

I . P .·: Ar any of "he ori inal stor ·s still running he way 

they. wee in those days? 

I . T: : Abe Cohodas . 

I . P .: And what kind of things did Abe Cohodas sell? 

I - T~ : ) Wel! , at that time , they had groceries ano fhey sold 

e verything . 

I . P .: Wh~t ,do you mean by everything? 

I . T .: ··c1othi·ng,,, I. don I t know if they had urni ture or not . 

~ . P .: And wMat do they · sell now? 

1 . T .: Gacpets, clothing, furniture • 

. J . P . : So hat·1·s he onl'y orig'inal st'ore buildi'ng still running . 

:You~ cam here as a family and live·d 't'o eth Where wou Id ,_h 

l unmarri d opl have stay din the i~s d~ys of Pord . 

I ·. r:_: Ther was·· hotels · and , boardi'ng houses . There was one on 

B11_rch St . ~al1l'ed the Jakey ' r1ot 1-. .It ' s still s·tarl(;ling·. I 

think it nas been made into ana tments . 



I.P.: Can you remember any of the others? • 

I.T.: No I don't belieye I ca·n. 

I.P.-: Were the hotels •boarding houses,. or .did •the p,eople 

that staye~ there have to go somewhere else to eat? 

I.T.: They .were boarding houses. 

I. P.: q,o you h·ave any idea what they wourd 'have had to' pay 

to stay at a place like that? 

I.-T.: No, I · don't remember, but I know that my brother in law 

s ayed there, and he said the food run heavy to bread. 

I.P.: Lots of bread. What kinds of recreation or social doings 

were availab le in ·those days? 

I.T.: Well, where the Garden Village schoolgrounds is now, 

there was a skating rink, and there was a hockey rink down 

about where Nelson's Pa int Store is. And there was a skating 

rink ov r, in the Briding area. There was square dancing ovec at 

the East Kingsford community hall-. And early in the spring 

_when the sno~ was just beginning to go, the boys gathered under 

the street light and and went to the Menominee River and went 

in swimming'. 

I.P.: While the ice was still there? 

I. T.: ,Yes •. 

I.P.: Were there any theaters in 

I. T.: Yes, ther was the Capital· 

I.P.: And do y_ou · remembered what 

Were th re movies, or stage plays? 

I.T.: Movies. 

I.P.: Wer.e they talking movies? 

the area? 

Theater in Briding. 

kind of things they showed? 

I. T.: I can't remembe·r. The Capital Theate·r was ·later the 

American Martyr's Chu ch. 



I. p. : · 

I. T.: 

It was a church for a while? 

aefore they built th,:merican Martyr's Church 

JO 

I.P.: So it was a Catholic church for a while. then, after it was 

a theater. ~ Were there parks that you could use? 

I.T.: Crysta) Lake was used a lot at that time. They'd have 

their 4th of July celebrations there, and they 1 d catch the 

Lreasy pig, and climb the greasy pole, and have their log 

roliing. That•s where they did their baptizing for the ones 

that were immersed. 

I .P. ,: Wha lse did they do on the forth of July? Can you 

remember? f°id they have fireworks? 

I.T.: Yes, th y'had fi eworks. They used to have them on 

Mi~ler Hill, same as they do now. 

I. P.: , Were there any other pa ks in the area? 

I.T.: Later, Lake Antoine was opened as a park. And the Ford 

Dam park and then there•s a small park over in Ford Addition, 

where they played tennis. 

I.P.: Did that land come from Ford, do you know? 

LT.: I think so. 

I.P.: Ford donated the ~and for the park in Ford Addition? 

Ford Addition was a housing project that Ford built for his 

workers? 

I.T.: Yes. 

I _.P.: What kind of houses did he have there? 

I.T.: The sam houses ar still standing. 

I.P.: And they're still in use. They must have been quite 

sturdy then. 



I . T . : Oh , yes . 

I . E .: Built -to last . You mentioned a park at the Ford Dam . 

What do you remember about that park? 

I •. T .: I r-emember it was a beautiful place . You , could go out 

there and they h0ad a lot of flowe r s, a rock garden , and it 

was right by ,Cpwboy Lake . You could go in swimming . It was 

;/ 

a beautiful drive . If you had company , that was one of the place s 

you always tooK em , to· Ford Park . The name Ford, was spelled 

out in ffowere. It was very beautiful . People would go there , 

and look all around , and fish in the Menominee River . 

I . P .: The river is there , and the Cowboy Lake . You mentioned 

the 4th of July . How did you celebrate other holidays? 

I . T .: Well, sometimes we ' d have an Easter party and hide 

Easter eggs , for the children and they'd have a good time . 

I . P .: Would you do that at home or would that be part of a 

bigger social gathering . 

I . T .: No, it was mostly at horn , bu maybe the neighbor ' s 

children or some would come in . Then at Christmas time , you 

didn ' t go and buy your Christmas tree . You went out in the woods 

and cut it , and brought it home and decorated it . 

I . P .: Did you buy tne decorations? 

I . T .: Well, you bought some and you made some , depending on 

how much money you wanted to spend . 

I . P .: Was money quite plentiful? 

I . T .: It was , while the Ford plant was working . 

I •. P '.: What kind of decorations did you make for the tree? 

I .~T .: Oh , sf rung popcorn and chains, P.aper· chains , things 

like that . Always one thing that went with Christmas was 

home made candy . We always had plenty of that . 



, ( 

I : ,P;: ~ ~at kind ' of candy _d_id you make? 

I.T • . : Al·l ki_nds. S.ea foam, penoche ·, fu_dge, s_uckers. Su_ckers 

was a great thing ·· that ·we used to make and take to school 

fo'r· c·a·ndy -~·ales.. 1Cause they lasted. a · long time, and they 

went -bebter th'an a·ny:ching . else. 

I.P.: What- kind: o·f suckers were they?• 

I.T.: Home mad~ suckers. 

I~P.: What flavors? 

·r ._T.: .I. j _u_s~: c .an • t remembe~_.. They were dark_.. ChoGofa_te? 

I .• p_ -. ,: .What did y.ou · do on _Halloween? 

!Z 

I .T.: ,Oh, everybody went ·trick or tr.eating, the children.: And 

there was no, d'ange"r the·n o"f getting. a razor blade or anything in 

the ·1:r:eate. 

I.P.,: Just :for fun. 

l;T.: Yes, it was safe. ~hey got apples and popcorn balls, 

things 'like that ttiat you probably wouldn I t give ·now, and 

wouldn' ·t let your children eat if they di~ get them. 

I.P.: Well, those were the treats. Did they play any tricks? 

I.T.:, bh, yes. We didn't nave sewers at that time. We had 

out~oor toilets and on of the things that they did was to turn 

your to ·'1et over. So fl!Y husband moved · the toilet -forward a 

,little and he left ·it so they would fall dn the hole if they 

came _to ,tur:n j::.h~ t_oilet over. Bu.t they knew that he had done 

something and they didn't turn it over that time·. But they 

did turn rt over once and break an apple tree. They would take 

things like. trailers and anything they could get hold of and 

take em up in' a tree, and tie em up there. Then you 1 6 have to 

go and get them down. 



)5 
I . P .: ~ r th r a~y church g cups hat would iv you recr a ·on? 

I . T .: 
I 

h Pr sbyt rian Chucch ad sunday school in the Gard n 

Village School . They had pro r ms there , diff r nt kind of 

programs . 

I.P .: What oth r kind of th'n s w re th r? 

I .• : C rel m et·~gs in h di ferent horns and hey alw ys 

had h ir Christmas programs . What rs th~ R. T . O. no,, , was h 

P. T . A. at ha~ tim, and they mt once a month in the schools 

and they had a full hous • Thy had a good ' program , and h y 
I I 

had lunch , t h y served for 10~ . 
j 

I :-P .: Tna •'s reasonable ! isn I t i . 

I . T .: Sometim s hey •d hav pi • 

:i '._p.: So thos w .re the k ··nds of social thin s that you had 

then . I und rstand that Kingsford was incorpor ted into a 

village in 1923 . Were any of your neighbors involv d with 

villag gov rnm n? 

I~T.: Y s Ludwig Ev anson w s pr sident . Hae y Condis was 

reasur rand asses sor for 18 y ars . In lat r y ars Bruno 

Mali was mayor; . 

I . P.: Now l •stalk about whats art di all; th Ford Plant . 

Do you kno how ford , hap n d to come her inst ad of gain 

somewh ls? 

I . T .: Mr . K"n s ord lived her, and he had him o come . This 

~~as one .place wh re they ·had) v l land . Wh r they could buil 

th ir plan.ts . Also • it was clos to tran sporatat · on where th y 

could ship o~t heir oarts for ·their cars . 

I . P~.: Do you know who own d th land:, 

I . T .: Mr . Mong~in . 160 acr farm . He off rd to sell it to 

Ford f o r $100 , 000 , which was a lot of money . Ford of:fer d 40 , 000, 



ut t cit:z ns preva·1 d upon Mr. Mo grin o sell it for 

$ 70 ,,DOD. any pledged to mak _ u the differ nc • 
' 

I don• 

u,nders and just how much Mr. Ford did pay for he ·and in the 

end, . but h di buy it. 

I ·: P. : 1 Do you remember what they built . irst? 

I •.T.: 1 Thy built the sawmill and the dam, and the body plant 

nd the dry kil , th·e chemical lan 'to us th wa'ste wood 

ind used woo in the early For~ cars and rucks. 

I.P.: Did ou own a Ford car? 
' 

I.7'.: No. 
I 

I.P..: O'd mo~t of the workers? 

I.P.: Do vou think half or more owned a ord car? 

hey et a good deal on m? . ., 
1·. T . ,: We -1 I sup ose Ford a~ ay i th m the money to buy 

, m and hey rt obligated to buy them. 

If.~.-: Do you know how he working candi tions at the ,F_ord 

Plant wer~? 

· .~T. : Th y w r good Thy had a cafeteria at one tim~ 

' somethin h y could brino the men in lunch s. 

I .P. : Ho did hey pay? 

I. T.. : Pa d ood. 

I ._P, ,-; Por the _day, do you remember how much they paid'?_ 

•I ::-T~. ! iv dol a s a . day. 

I ,. •P. : ·Did hey have any b n i s? 

I~.,r-.: y s they d icl ', because th y had p nsions and today many 

w.idows o h men who worked at the mill ar gettin pensions, 

an.d g · i ng their hospital i z ion, which is a gr at help to them. 



I.P.: You mentioned that Ford had a hospital. Did the Ford 

workers go there for nothing or reduced raMes, or did they 

have to pay', 

I ;. T. : I tt,ink i:f they were hurt at the pl ant f they didn It 
' 

have to pay. 

'I.P.: Y.ou m ritioned shifts. Did they stay· on the same shift? 

' I.T.: No they usually changed hree shifts. 

I~P.: When your husband went to work a Ford, what kind of 

work did he do? 

I.T.: H was an inspector: 

I:P.: Had he worked for Ford anywher lse 

I.T.: H had worked at Sidnaw a a scaler. 

I. P,.: , Did he ever alk about th co d · tions a Ford's Sidnaw 

0 rat'on? · 

I.T.: No not too much . 

I.P .: Was the employment at the Ford plant steady? 

I ·.T.: No, me were laid off and called back and laid off. 

Th·ey didn I t know what I to expect; 

I .P.: It was rather uncertain, then. 

l . T.: Y s. 

I.P.: o·d they ver talk about moving th ford Plant out in thP 

arli r day? 

r-:"'r : Y s they did but nothing com of i . S eel egan to 

,~eplac wood and they talked of movino to Escanaba, but they 

bega~ b~ilding th~ wooden s a ion wa ans, and thy s ayed h re • 

. I :P . _: ,Tel 1 us about• 'the war year.s a the Ford plant. What. did 

hey do during ~h w r years? 

I, T ~: ,They made gliders. These gliders w re hooked on to a r--



• 

planes and transported to the places where they were going 

to use them. 

I.P.: Did you ever see them going out of here? 

I.T.: :Yes. 

I.P.: What else do you remember about the war years? 

I.T.: I know that we had block war.dens and an air raid whistl 

at the Ford plant, that would blow, and the wardens would 

atrol the stre ts and everyone had to put out their lights. 

It had to be completely dark. If anyon was caught on the 

street, they had to go inside. 

I.P.: Anything lse that happened at Ford durin the war? 

I.T.: We had a curfew at 9 o'clock. The Ford whistle blew, 

and when the whistle blew, all of the kids out hurried home. 

They idn•t stay out after curfew. 

I.P.: The ood old days, 0uh? 

I.T.: And 8or,d give land for vie ory g~cdens, and anyone that 

1anted to could plant a garden. They could have what they 

ha vested off of it. An there was rationing. Your sugar, 

our gas butter, many thing ere rati9ned. And in many 

indows h re was a flaa with a golds ar on it. That meant 

that a son o a husband or someone from the family had lost 

t eir life in the war. 

I.P.: W s th re anyone from your family that lost their life? 

I.T.: Yes, an hew. 

I.P.: A ne hew that lived her? What was his name? 

I.T.: Der1as Byrne. 

I.P.: W 11, it wasn't too long after the w-r years that Ford 

did move out. Do you think that her a e any b~nefits that 

I 



• 

remain in the community from when th Ford company wash re? 

I . T .: Oh , yes . He give the land or the high school , and 

buildings are used by other companies, and th dam for the 

electricity, ~nd the park at Cowboy Lake , and the name of the 

town and the Kingsford football team called flivvers , nam~d for 

the cars . People scill reciev Pord pensions . 

I . P .: How wo~l you d scribe th Ga~den Villaae area now . 

I~T . : Today there are many beautifu\ , w 11 kept ham~s sewers, 

sid walks, .tr lined paved s . ~ts, and goo schools, altogeth r 

d~ff rent han wha it was in th war yeas . In he early years 

I . P .: ln th arly years when thy w r first bu'ldlng . 




