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Interviewer - Patricia Rasmussen, Garden, Michigan 

Narrator - Wayne Seaman, Fairport, Michigan 

Subject - Commercial Fishing 

, Wayne Nestor Seaman was born June 22, 1934. He is the son of Beatrice 

Casey and Nestor Seaman . and a great grandson of one first settlers of 

Fairport, Patrick Casey. 

He is married to Sharon Gauthier and they have two children, Mariann, 

20 years old and Cori age 13. 

He is a rugged, hardworking individual who has been very successful 

as a commercial fisherman. This is possibly due to knowledge of fish 

and their habits, modern equipment and his feeling that the work he 

does is just play because he so thouroughly enjoys his chosen occupa­

tion. 

The interview was held in the family room of Wayne's home. The only 

outside interference on the tape was the phone ringing once, a door 

squeaking as people went in and out and a dog barking outside. 

This tape was intended to be a biography with commercial fishing as 

the topic. I planned to compare three different eras of commercial 

fishing: 40 years ago, 20 years ago, and commercial fishing today. 

Wayne was very nervous about talking on the tape and when talking 

about his early life with his brother he got very upset and emotional 

so I didn't delve too deeply in this era. His speech is slurred 

therefore the tape is difficult to understand. {This is the reason 

that I transcribed the first twenty-five minutes) 

He hadn't written anything down to answer the list of questions that 

I had given him and was depending on his memory but than found it 

difficult to keep events straight at times. Possibly I should have 

asked him more questions to hold him on one subject, because he 

would keep interjecting things that didn't pertain to the question. 

Sometimes I would forget to have him describe something because I 

was familiar with the term -- such as boiling vat • 

I choose Wayne as my interviewee because there has been a lot of 

research and interviews going on recently concerning the history of 



Th e Garden Peninsula, Fairport and Commercial Fishing, but the 

researchers have been digging into the early 1900 1 s and before 

and sometimes have forgotten today. Therefore, I felt by talking 

to a younger commercial fisherman it would give more insight into 

more recent times which will be history some day. 



Terms and names which may be unfamiliar: 

boiling vat - 8 ft. long metal tub used to boil nets that were 

made of cotton 

reel - nets wound on when taken from boiling vat 

lifter~ automatic machine used to take nets from the water 

trap net - type of net used 

gill net - type of net used 

Van Lanchute 

Bill Hermes 

Vernon Seaman 

Duane Seaman 

Sy Seaman{Grandad) 

Nestor S eaman {Old Man) 

Names of Boats 

Catherine 

p & p 

D & W 

Jn,nice 

Mar Cor 

Finn 

Sharon 
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This is an interv i e w by Pat Rasmus sen of Ga rden, Mi. An int er view <lone 

with Wayne Nesto r Se ama n, 47 yrs. old, a comme rcial fisherman. 

at Fairport, Michiga ri. 

lie li ve s 

Wayne What are your first memo ries of your commercial fis hing c aree r? 

well I wasabout 7 yrs. old. r e eling nets for Da d 

Okay What do you mean by reeling nets? 

the nets - well we used to have to dry our 
rfl\i> \\"C" 

nets all the tim eand they 

were all cotton - all cotton - put them on a reel - hard to explain 

unless you really see it. maybe about 8 feet long and 4 different 

bars going out. keep pushing them up and up - al mos t like a ferris 

wheel they work on. 

ok the nets would just wind up around it 

wind uo around it and we'd put them on -there to dry an d leave them 
a aay or so 

there.7'and pull them back down - dried out - an d work o n them. 

That was about just once a month and then they were t~eat~d too put 

in a boiling vat -and boil them to get the bacteria out of them. due to 

black rot - up to 1957 we used to do that - monofilament or nylon 

twine but we used the sidelines or meter as we call it (was of cotton) 

we still had to boil them and treat them. Before that when we were young 

I am a twin - He and my twi n brothe r we used to have a row boat 

Back about the same time (about 1941) 7-8 years- my dad had a 

You ~ere about 7-8 years old when you had this row boat? 

He had a guy by the name of Mike Andrews there (build the boat) 

We named it the D and W 

The l> and W 

Yea just skip that there . 

(The tape was shut off at this time b~cause of the emotions that were 

being felt by the narrator~ ~ ~ 

The D & W was named after Duane and Wayne Seaman. 

twin brother . 

This is Wayne's 

l>id you and your brother actually do any fishin£ from t6 his row boat? l:n the ay 
Just when we were kids, we had some perch , nets .Jlin the passage here 

we call it 

are tied) 

even in the harbor where we lay right now (where the boats 

there used to be a few perch and that we played with it. 

Dad give us some nets 

'- The passage - you mean between Fairport and Summer Island? 

Yea . And the slip where the boats lay - there used to be fish in 

there 



II 

An d t l, e n Wayne wh o did you work for afte r you worked for your da<l ? 

We ll I quit scl1oo l when I was abou t 15 then say I fished one year or 

a coupple of years with Dad . Grau<lpa wa s here, Sy Seaman was here , fished 1 wint 

underneat h the ice with him - Dad pu t him in control -put . up ., some .net s 

for me an d !, Duaµe , ~ :: Duane and me were partners- kind of f ishe d with him 

And Grandad needed some wor k so Dad - we went and fished under the ice 

the him - we bought an old moda l A Ford there - we fisl1ed under the ice 

with him- ar d then maybe whe n I wa s 16 or 17 - worked pretty well with 

himti1ere for a long time - We ll like anything else when you get abo ut 

17 - we ll noLod y can tell yo u what to d o s o - I worked on - wel l we 

were fishing out of - fishing was •..: bad. ,_h1:;r e - we went to Cheboygan, 

Michigan.couldn't make any money there I got a chance to - I was 17 

whe n I went down there fished on Lake Huron on the Catherine 

On the Catherine - Who owned that boat? 

A.v goy ..: by. :: the ·_i ri a111e- of a 

of Rogers City. 

Vugelheim really owned it out 

Vogelheiw Fisheries out of Rogers City 

Yea I worked there 1 summer! was kind of a bum then after I was 17 

And wher e did I go from there - After I was 17 - I am getting ahead 

of my story a little bit - about 17 - nope I take that back- I we11t t o 

Lansing - Flint - Lansing one time - stayed with my sister - Back to 

the fishing deals - That's when I went to Uogers City I was about 17 -

18 I went to Rogers City - I fished on Lake Huron I worked and went 

up to - I worked for other people then - Well we d o a p retty good job 

I am a reasonable good fisherman - I went to Huron - not Huron -

Then I worked for a guy on Lake Superior - Hunising - I worked for 

Van Lanchute Maybe 1 was 18 - 19 ~hen A coupple of years 1 probably did 

nothing We came back then - around Fairport and Da d Dad died about '57 

I was about 23 or so and me and my younger brother took over the fish 

rig 

Okay Who is your younger brother? 

Vernon Seaman 

Okay - Vernon Seaman 

What what was the name of the boat that you had at this time? 

The name was the P & P 

The P & P 

We never did change the name on it . 

You fished with your brother and then you went on your owu? 
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When you au d your brothe r split u p fishing? 

Yea we kept o n for two years , ._ thre e years togethe r - afte r '5 7 whe n 

we took over when Dad died - because '60 we bough t a new picku p -

aroun d 1 60 we go t a chance to buy anothe r uoat an d th a n me and him 

sp lit up and then I went on my ow n an d he went on his own . 

1957 Wha t kind of fish did you catc h then? 

We were just fishing chubs~ 

Just Chub s. How mu ch were they a lb.? 

I believe a reasonable price was . 2 0 ¢ 

, 20 ¢ a lb . And wha t was an averag e catch? 

At that time in '60 - '61 - I figured my boat If I wen t ou t an d caught 

a hundred bucks of fish I was making money . 

Be cause than gas and other expense s were n't s o mu ch . 

They wer e down. 

Could you explain the fishing gea r that you wer e using at this time? 

Yea - That "'·e re nylon type twinean d pretty wel l cotton me ter - we stil l 

had to rope our ne ts up (reel them up) We usually used lime on t11e 

meter so we could leave them out 6 weeks to two mo nths during tue 

summer - \ie had trouble with black rot at that time - we had to watch 

it we were fishing white fish out of anothe r port • We didn't have th e 

fa c ilities t o uoil t,1em a s we wou ld at our own port • llu t the twine wa s 

about the same 

You were still fishing. at Oscoda? 

Out of Oscoda, 

Do you remember how much a lic e11s e cost at this ti me? 

At that time to huy a commercial license I believe it were a dollar a ft. 

dollar a ton - the boat .we had was about 42 ft .. so it'd be ahout 

$60 was all we paid for it 

They aren't out of reason now with license - never kick on license. 

How much do you pay forlicense nov? 

I pay about one thousand dollars a year for the equipment I ha~e now. 

Okay. Wo uld you tell me how your fishing career has progresse d? 

Well you had 1 boat when you and your brother split up - this was ab~ut 

40 ft. long And what vas the name of that boat? 

That was the P and P - the Old Man's boat - we'll call him the Old Man 

because we all knew him as the Uld Mau . Wel l The P & P had a gas 

engine in it. Vern put a cummings (engine) in it. I bought the Janice. 
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I fished with i t for 20 years . Tha t was a gil l ne t boat , Like eve r y 

thing else the mor e y ea rs you r a t it the more mone y you make a t i t, 

Ho w .man y b oa ts d o you have no w? 

I' v e g ot J boats, Bu t I' v e rea lly o n ly gu t 1 lic ense , 

o f Mar i -Co r --She's a trap ( t r ap ne t boat) 

One Ly the n a me 

Mar i - Cor 

Ye s --named afte r my 2 daughter s. 
an d she 's 4 2 ft, boa t n o on ly 4 0 ft . 

10 f t. beam o n he r.I' ve go t on e tl1a t I bought ou t of Huro n rive r -
7 ye a rs a g o - sh e h a d a She was a 3 6 footer a nd outs i de o f Detr o i t. 

Chr ysler eng i n e in it. 
And the n when we brough t he r u p her e she was u't 

big en o ug h so we h a d to put anothe r 4 ft. in he r. 

2 95 v - 8 cu mming s in he r. 

Wh at is the nam e of th is b o a t? 

Th e F i n n 

No 'W I' v e g ot a 

Wh y di d y o u ca ll it The Finn? 
Wel l my brother- in-law , my wi f e's siste r use d t o ca ll me Finn - Sh e 

is a Finl an der {too) So so for s o we r eason or an o te r _, e j us t cal led 

it The Finn . 
So you've g ot th e Na ri- Co r, th e F i n n an d y o u ' ve g o t au o the r boa t? 
I've g o t a gi ll netter t h at I j u st built s ue is aboutJ yrs. old. 

You had this b oat built? 

Yes built in Esc an aba. 
How big is it? 

She is 51 by 14 

What is the name of this boat? 

Thls boat is named after my wife Sharon. 

The Sharon. Do you mind telling us what y~u had to pay to h a ve 

this boat b uilt? 

It's up to you you don't have too . 

Yea I'll tell you. It doesn't matter anyhow. I've got about 90 

thousand in her.I should have a new lifeer in her. I don't have 

a p ilot (auto mat ic) in h e rI d o have r a dar, a coup ~le of sou n ders 

an awfully good engine. So she's a good boat--could be a bit better. 

more equipment on her. 

Okay. You mentioned a few minutes a lifter. 

a lifter? 

What do you do with 

That would be where you bring in your gill nets.T h ey come in 

a gill net we can lift in al most any kind of weath~r --and mine 
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is old if you can get one at the time they aren 't too ex.peusive 

you can get one abo ut 5,000 or 6,000. Just ain 't the call for t 11em 

They make them down in New York some place. 

To lift the gill nets you just hook the gill nets and it just kind of 

reels them around ? 

Bring them it It~s got j aw sThey've go t a circle, abou t 36 in. 16 jaws, 

You h and l e. t he b o at ( a l on g s i de the n e t s ) j u s t l i k e a f e n c e i n the 

water . Just like going along a field cutting gra in. 

An d you just pick the fish out of the uets? 

Ok Do yo u have any net s - wel l you mus t have other uets beside s the 

gil l net s , 

ne t boa t s. 

Ye s 

because you said you had a tra 1; net boat. You have 2 trap 

How are trap nets dif f erent from gill nets? 

Gill net is actua lly the same thing as a fence. Yo u set them in the 

,wa ter. There a n awfu l good rig - they've been usin g t11em for a good 

man y years.You can set and remove --anything that ge t's caugh t in the 

g ill net is suppose to be gi ll e d and suppose to be de ad . Well I disagree 

with that. I do have a trap net rig. A trap net is th e same as a live 

trap that you trap minnow s in the creek 

knows "hat a turtle trap is . They worK 

or a turtle trap - every one 

on the same pr i ncipl e. The y 

work on the same thing if you had wild horses. You've g ot p oints out 

them to bring them in and then you close the gate. On ly on a corral 

you don't have the lead to bring them in , Like a fenc e ( f or the fish 

to follow into the pot ) Then we bring thew up - I guess we're allowed 

about 90 ft. of water.Bring the up {from ) that ueep. We don't have 

very much trouble - you can 1et them go back . 

Do the rish usual~y live wuen they come out of a trap net? 

They mu st b e c au se I've been fishing them for 7 yrs. and it seems like th e 

more we fish them the mor~ fish we've got here, We fish on a certain type 

grounds here , fishing an awful good crop of rish • We 1 ve got more little 

ones than big ones. We 've ueen fishing for~ years ne re in Hig ~ay ana 

it seems like ~he mor~ fish the more we've got. We do have an abundance 

of small fish right now. But we don't have no herring here in the Bay. 

You're fishing - right now - white fish? 

White fish. That's all we can fish. 

You said a minute ago tba~- you didn't agr e ~ that the gill nets killed 

tne f i sn'! 

They do kill the fish but they are the IBost ~es pe ctea net there is you 

can set in a c e rtain kind of water . 
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when the fish are there .You stay o ut of the wate r wher e th~ othe r fish 

is • 

If it 's a fish tha t is to sm all or a fish that yo u J ust aren' t suppos e 

to be catching than you just don't set your nets there. 

Are there any area s of Lake Michiga n that are closed to you as a co mme r­

cial fisher ma n? 

Oh yea. 

Wher e c an jou fish right now ? 

With gill net s - if you had a farm - 4 0 A. I wou ld have less than 10 

A. to fi sh . You have more area with trap nets . You can't g o ove r 90 ft • . 

90 ft. deep - the water can•~ be 

No we can't fish traps in over 90 ft. 

The bottom we do n't fish on. The y don't restrict us but certain bottom s 

we can't fish on because we can't hold our nets . (Anchor s won't hold} 

Stony botton or there ain't no fish the~e . Fish runs the same a s the 

banks out there . Any place yo u go fishing - you look at the land. Whe re 

th e land is hilly the bottom (of the lake) is th e same thing . We do hav e 

(depth) sounders. The DNR (Department of Natural Resources) do have a 

deal the fish do trave l in temperatures of water. 

You can set a trap ne t in abou t an hou r (23 on the tape) 

Mostly where you want to set it. I!ve run already tw o days to set a 

trap net - trying to find the right bank that I want. We do have 

sounders and you want to know the depth of the water. 

Weathe r mu st be very calm to set a trap uet where as a trap ne t rig . 

can go out in any weather . 

You've been fishing trap nets for seven years. Why did you decide to 

start fishing trap nets when you were satisfied fis hing gill nets? 

They c am e out (The DNR) about 7 yrs. ago put out the gill nets 

and not give us a choice - pay us off.I can take my pay off 40,000 

and quit fishing but I've been fishing (trap nets) for 7 years I don't 

want to quit fishi11g.l've been fishing too along and what's S40,000? 

Do you mean if you quit fishing right n ow the DNR would pay you $40,000 

for yo 1; , 1 i c e- n s e? , · . 

Yes I can fish trap nets though. 

But the gill nets are out then - I don't know- The gill nets would be 

out !don't have any sons. I can't see it. 

for ~nother 20 years yet. (25 on the tape) 

I am 47 years • I am good 


