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GL i'N HUl T'.!.R 

T.ais is an i ntervieu of Glen Hunte r , the son of the well 

known J onn H. Hunter . John Hunte r has a whole sec tion wr i tten u p 

on ir, in the The l orthern .,_ enninsula b ook ·.-J ritten by Alv ah L . 

' awyer in 1 -,,11 , Volume 111 , publ ished by The Lewis 1·ublishing 

omp any o Chicago . The ar ticle is loc a ted on page 1377 . 

Gl 1 tlunter is now retired, n owev e r , h was a history t eache r 

an<1 a.n adlninis-crative person a t the Newberry State Hos p ita l for 

several ye ars . 

G-l e wa ·oy far 

t o interviuw, all we ha 

e rr ost in-ce r e d ting, en,:;er taining person 

o d o i-Jas to sit back and l isten . He 

has a g ift to bri g you b ac k to yes,:;er - year , al ive and in c olor . 

Ii:; is t 4e o _p L ion of , any , tn t Glen -is one of the os t 

i...;1por t ant assets that Luc e ounty has g oing fo r t hem. e is 

v ry ,uc.a i v o ved in p ol i tic a l spects of all areas v t t oday . 

I n fact , e is l c::av i g f or ·l" ashington D.c. o mee t and d iscuss 

otn r .se of our · tate Hos p i a l for @ore e1ployment in Newberry 

n ext weeK . 

Glen i also v ery tal en ·ed 1an . He uilt his own cab in and 

ate by · L ,1 elf , -Ci oy both have unique features inside ar d ou t . 

e s b uilt 1, os t o is furni,:;u r e , l a ip s , ,:; ables and cna irs of 

oak , an<1 • ere is i t as ore h d t could sell s u ch be aut iful art 

worK . Gle. cu. ts all o ni mm wood f or t ne cabin and h i s h ome . 

He flys h is own a irp a.::ie and he dr ives a little red sprts c ar • 

.i is fav r e :.1 is ei: g wi t h r is grandc n ildr en and frie~ds 

D ily . 



I have interviewed Glen Hunter on tape . He save me a very interesting and 

enlightening true story about his father and his Uncle Bob. It is all about how 

t he lumber industry had a great share in the development of Luce County. 

Glenfs father , John H. Hunter , was an important factor in the lumber industry in 

Luce County as well as in the : oper Peninsula , where he conducted extensive 

operat ions, and where he had ~reat intere sts in this line both in an individual 

way and through his bac kground with the Hunter and Love Lumber Company of which 

he was president. He was a citizen who actually was an engineer. He had con

fidence, brilliance and esteem; a nd his liberality and public spirit were a 

strong asset in the f ture of the material and social acvancement of the commun ' ty . 

l.,...ir. Hunter was born in Victoria Coun y , province of Ontario, Canada on April 

18th, 1g63. He was the son of David and Eliza Hunter . ThEy too were native s of 

that county. David Hunter was prominently known in connection with lumbering 

operations though later turned his attention to agricultural pursuits . David 

and Eliza had ten children. 

John Hunter was raised to the sturdy discinline of the home farm and received 

his education from t e public schools of his native count, • 

In 1R91 , John H. Hunter (twenty-ei,,;ht years old) came to the Uoper Peninsi..:.la 

of Y.ichigan, and established his headquarters at Huntspur , Mackinac County . This 

is where he contracted for ge tting the logs out of the woods . He continued the 

log operation under the same ccndi tion for four y ears and t he n moved to Raoid 

River in Delta County where he c ontinued the same line cf enterprise until 1P,96. 

If I may, I 1 d like to tell you how John H. Hunter really got his start by 

being sponsored by none other than the multi -millionaire , Joyce Watkins of 

Chicago . v-;atkins came to the lumber camp where John Hunter was working . Watkins 

detested the smelly old outhouses and asked John Hunter to dig a hole and buil d 

him a private "outside John" . John knew how Wa tkir-s elt and built an "outside 

John" over some lo.1;s which were over a river. Mr. Watkins liked that "outside 

John11 so well he told John that he woµld help him out with whatever John wished. 



In 1896 , with backing from Mr . Wa tkins , John 'Hunter set up his own lo5ging 

business , and after three years of successful operations in De lta County , he 

moved to Luce County and established his home in t he village of 1. ewberry . 

Here, he built a very extensive business in which he transported gigantic rafts 

of lo.gs down Lake Superior to Sault Ste. ;1arie, rnaey of the rafts representin5 

a value of forty thousand dollars. 

Mr . Hunter's business was one of the most extensive and best known lumber 

operat ions in the Upper Peninsula at that tim~. In 1898 , he established a saw 

mill four miles north of the village of _ewberry and was successful for a long 

time . In 1909 , he e ffect ed t ~e organization of the Hunter and Love Lumber r ompany 

which controlled a l arge and orosperous business , and of which he was the president . 

In politics , :Tr . Hunter gave his support to the cause of the Republican Party 

and he had been shown distinctive marks of popul ar confide nce and esteem--He 

served two terms as president of the vil l age of Newberry , and he was a school 

board member of Ne wberry . He was a:filiated with the !(ci~illan Lod5e , Jo. 400~ 

Fre e and .Accepted Ma sons; Luce Lodge , •• o. E1 9, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; 

The Manistique Lodge , J o . 632 ; and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

In 1891, ¥.r . Hunter married .1iss Ellen Hood whose death occurred in 1899. 

She was survived by her husband and three children . 

In 1900, John Hunter contracted a second marriage to t:iss Clementine 

Summerville . John and Clementine had five children. 

John Hunter was the oldest child and a·tended t he Forestry Course at the 

University of :Mi chigan. He gracuated from ewberry Hi~h School at the head of 

his class . He wa s very popular among his peers and acquaintances , being a 11 macho11 

young fellow wh o was sure to 11 deli ver the goods" at some future time . 

Glen showed us his father I s Log -:C!arker which was a sledge hammer type with 

JH on one end which was similar to a branding iron. They would pound t hat JH into 

the cut end s of the logs and at the end of the ri er voyage of logs , t h~J would 

have great separating vats where they looked for the JH . John Hun+-er walked along 



the winding rivers and fi.~ured out how to build dams to the best advantage of 

moving the logs downstream-- it was an ingenious method. John's brother was the 

lineman, and he too was an expert in his field. He worked an average of twelve 

forties per day . Today, linemen do about tNO fcrties per day . ( A lineman was 

a cruiser.) 

Glen told us about a famous lawsuit that took nlace in about 1946 between the 

Zagelmier Corporat · on and Cleveland Clif s . Cleveland Cliffs accused Zagelmier 

of taking the "Cream of the Crop" trees only and Za~elmier denied it . The judge 

at th at time asked Bob Hunter to he the main cruiser as a referee of the court 

hearing . Bob Hunter cruised and found it was true-- Zagelmier did take the 

11 Cream of the Crop 11 • A great money sum had to be settled then. 

Glen said in the early years , there were two kinds of lumber jacks . The irst 

were the rough and tough kind . In the summer they became t e original hobos , 

hopping trains and buTTL"IUDs food , The reason or this was the fact that the camps 

were too infested ,-rith mosquitos for the umberjacks to work . 

The other kind of lumber jacks were the kind who worked durin,; t e winter , 

sprin5 anc fall , ut did not become hobos d ri~ the summer ~onths like the sin e 

lumberjacks . Instead , they had farms that they went back home to work and families 

to stay with during the summe • 

Glen recalled the transitions of progress rom movil16 logs down the river by 

the nrocess of dams t o movi% them by railr ad . ~is dad built and therefore owned 

his cr-,m railroad. Horses pul ed the sleighs l aded wi h logs to all of the 

railroad si~hts . 

Glen further remin ' sced a out workinJ in one of his father's camps. :hen they 

came out of the woods to catbh t e train, . ere 'as aha:rs a yo ng hillbilly boy 

that met them or. t e sane day of eacr ,eek. He would look so ~or~ard to seeing 

Glen, he would in ite !'Jin into their shanty , ,, ich was poor ly made and had no 

floor . He always offered him bread :nd they would dip it into the ig grease pot 

that always sat on the back of the woo stove . Glen said it was gross , but he 

always ate it and thanked the oy for th :'ood. 
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Glen is o9 y es.rs old and jus t six ye a rs ag o a 1; ros p Grous man 

c ame u p ·co to him in the Paul Bunyan. restaurant and s a id , 11 Your 

Glen i:un er , aren • t you? I b e t you · d on • t know wh o I am . 11 Glen 

h i d o i uea, and ,.e s a ici , "I ' m the young , b arefooted h illbilly 

boy ·c_ a.t u.s d o i1. vi-ce you i n to our shac k f or a bite to eat . " 

They rave oeco e cl ose frie,. s , an t he p oor hillbilly boy moved 

downs-cate and earned n is way to t 1e top of a h u ge c or por ation . 

ne is now re tired a nd v ery wealthy and liv e s on Manisti que Lake . 

Glen nas o 11 - y beautiful true stories to tell and adds 

numor ana en-ca -cairn ent t hroughout . 

I feel terrible about the -capes of this i nte rview, · thou gh 

Glen s ai ne would ao the- again for me . 

difficult to listen t o . 

The~e are extremely 

Glen als o S.iJO,:ee to ae abou t tne K . }{ . 1C . and the C . C . C . , he 

is is ~ outs tan. i 1. 6 man and I h op e you will have the o~.J:u ortuni t y 

to , e t hi sometir1e . 


