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Leo Doucette w/m Age__68 Date of Birth_11-5-1912
Residence: Beach Rd. Big Bay.

Born in Canada

Moved to Big Bay with famil{.

Brothers None gsisters

Father worded for_Lake Independence Lumber Company

Leo went to school in Big Bay to the 10th Grade., He then
traveled to Marquette to attend the J.D. Pierce School. This
was the arrangement in the early thirties.
The students traveled by bus.
Leo attended for 1 year and was then asked to leave.

y l’hy'?

He did odd jobs for awhile due to the fact that work was hard
10 23na.

#1, Worked fér 'a company building Henry Ford's home
Spring to.Fall of 31 or 12,

#2. Laid off during the winter of 31 or 32,

#3. Employed by the Huron Mountain Club building Senator Reed's
home, Spring to Fall)l of 34 or 33
Went to w%§¥ in the Curry & Hanson Mill in Big Bay.
34-35~36+
Wwent ocut to California for one year. 35-36-37 Summef
Came back to work in Curry Hanson Mill 38-42
Mill closed due to Union wanting to come in. GAGON)

Worked in the woods. Winter of 42,
First of 4 workers to go to work foxr Fo n 42-43,
Was asked by Supertendent Schneide 0 work for Ford.

Drove truck for about one year, however due to lack of
a license was taken off the road and then quit,
Worked for Anderson putting in sewer line at Huron Mountain
Club in #Swiy, 3'7’38p
#10, Worked for Proksch: On school
on Plant Boilers
On Hydro Plant
Told his job was done the day Ford died, worked that day.
#|]l. SAWLED 51-58
RELATED INFORMATION
Received $5.75 a day when working on Ford's Home,
The logs for Ford's Home were brought by tug, log raft, from
Pequaming. They arrived one evening. Leo remembers working late
to pull them up on shore by horse, due to an incoming storm.
He remembers being paided overtime for this,
He remembers the logs being heauded by hand and fit together like
a puzzle.

Leo's main job was that of a stone masons assistant who was
responsible for building the fireplaces.
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He remembers the old man coming around but did not say anything
to him or thee other men.

Stated he did not know the cost of the home, but it was done by
contract.

It was built under a Costs - Plus factor and he remembers being
told to hid underneath the house when big shots came around.

When working for the HMC he meant Ford on the path coming from
Pine Lake and asked him if he could shake his hand, Ford said
"Do you have one" They shook.

Misc:

The power lines ran from the mill to the dam at the time Ford
died. The ditch was in the process of being dug.

There was talk of a canal running from Lake Inependence to Lake
Superior for shipping.

In the old mill, thatYowned by Curry & Hanson there were &4
smoke stacks. They blew domn on a New Years day in (Unsure)
because of a storm,




INTERVIEW CUTLINE
LEO DOUCETTE

#1. Family Background

You were born in what part of Canada?
When did you move to Big Bay and why?
How long have you lived in Big Bay?
Your father worked for what company?

B O e

How many brothers and sisters did you have

#1. What can you tell me about them!

You attend school where?
What was school like...the establishment?

In what ways did you like or dislike school?

ou do when you left school?
Big Bay like when you were growing up?

ment
Your £i art-time employment?
Your first ~-time employment?
#12:. Whati was it like?

You worked for many years in Big Bay, some
your employers.

#1. Building Henry Ford's Home.
A. The logs coming in from Pequaming.
B ing paid overtime due to incoming storm.

Logs heauded by hand and fit together.

NoTE CHAWGE The rate of pay.

Stone masons assistant.

To SEQY ENcE OF Henry Ford coming around.

Cost of home - done by contract - Costs-

Em PLOY M Plus «factoer

#1. Hidding under the porch.

#2. Huron Mountain Club
A. Building Senator's Reeds home.




Curry & Hanson Mill

A, What wss it like?

B. The smoke stacks blowing down.
California.

Cu ry & Hanson Mill

F Ml

A. One of first 4 to begin work

B. Drove truck - no license - quit

Anderson - Huron Fountain Club

A. COn what project.

Proksch Construction
Big Bay school
>1ant Boilers

lydro Plant

ressions/Information.
ever meet Mr. Ford and what was it like?
highlight of your life while working for Ford?
What do you think the people of Big Bay thought of Ford
as a bu51nessman.
How do you thi ) felt toward him as a person?

What was t] + Ford's home at the Huron
Mountain ¢

What can you tell me about a:"Ford Canal" from Lake
Superior to Lake Independence.

How do you remember Mr. Ford?
How do YOU think he should be remembered?
The "Powerlines"

The "Ihteh




UPPER PENINSULA ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

LYDIA CLSON LIBRARY
Marquette, MI 49855

Listed below

mderstand.

MmMADE W
R Fel N O

INTERVIEWERS -~ NOTES AND WORD LIST
et PLAE

E)&T;T - Roc_'r(a.?\l New BRUUSL«J\‘QK,, CARADA .

ps B

No OTHER Notes NEEeDEeD.




