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Leo Doucette w/m 
Residences Beach Rd. 

Age 68 Date of Birth tl-5-1912 
Big Bay. 

Born in Canada 
Moved to Big Bay with family . 
Brothers None Sisters l -----Father worded f or Lake Independence Lumber Company 

Leo went to school in Big Bay to the 10th Grade. He then 
traveled to Marquette to attend the J.D. Pierce School. This 
was the arrangement in the early thirties. 
The students traveled by bus. 
Leo attended for 1 year and was then asked to leave. 
-------Why? 

He did odd jobs for awhile due to the fact that work was hard 
to find. 

#1. W6rke ·f6r'a company building Henry Ford's home 
Spring to Fall of 31 .or 32. 
Laid off during the winter of Jl or J2. 
Employed by t~e Huron Mountain Club building Senator Reed's 
home . Spring to Fall of 32 or JJ. 
Went to work in the Curry & Hanson Mill in Big Bay . 
34-35-36_.-37 
Went out to California for one year. J5-J6 -37 SuMM~ 
Came back o work in Curry Hanson Mill JS-42 
Mill closed due to un·on wanting o come in . 

#7 . Worked in the woods. Winter of 42. 
#8. First of 4 workers to go to work fo 

fas asked by Supertendent Schneid ... .-.-~o work for Ford. 
Drove truck for about one year, however due to lack of 
a license was taken off the road and then quit. 

9. Worked for Anderson _putting in sewer line at Huron Mountain 
Club in ¼3 .It.Ii~ . 37-36 , 

#10 . Worked for Proksch: On school 
on Plant Boilers 
On Hydro Plant 

Tod his job was done the day Ford died, worked that day. 
•II. S"ilEO Sl·S 
RELATED INFORMATION 
Received $5.75 a day when working on Ford's Home. 
The logs for Ford's Home were brought by tug , log raft, from 
Pequaming. They arrived one evening. Leo remembers working late 
to pul them up on shore by horse, due to an incoming storm. 
He remembers being paided overtime for this . 
He remembers the logs being heauded by hand and fit together like 
a puzzle. 
Leo's main job was that of a stone masons assistant who was 
responsible for building the fireplaces . 
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He remembers the old man coming around but did not say anything 
to him or thee other men. 
Stated he did not know the cost of the home , but it was done by 
contract. 
It was built under a Costs - Plus factor and he remembers being 
told to hid underneath the house when big shots came around. 

When working for the HMC he meant Ford on the path c oming from 
Pine Lake and asked him if he could shake his hand, Ford said 
"Do you have one" They shook . 

Mises 
The power lines ran from the mill to the dam at the time Ford 
died. The ditch was in the process of being dug. 
There was talk of a canal running from Lake Inependence to Lake 
Superior for shipping. 

In the old mill, tha t~wned by Curry & Hanson there· were 4 
smoke stacks . They blew don on a New Years day in (Unsure) 
because of a storm. 



#1. Family 

A. 
B. 
c. 

INTERVIEW OUTLINE 
LEO DOUCETTE 

Background 
You were born in what part of Canada ? 
¼ben did you move to Big Bay and why? 
How long have you lived in Big Bay? 

D. Your father worked for what company? 
E. How many brothers and sisters did you have 

#1 . What can y0u tell me about them! 

#2 . School 
A. You attend school where? 
B. wnat was school like ••• the establishment? 
C. n what ways did you like or dislike school? 

#3. Teens 
A. \-lhat did you do when you left school? 
B. \t1nat was Big Bay like when you were growing up? 

f/1+ . · Employment 
A. Your first part-t ime employment? 
B. Your first full - time e .ployrnent? 

f)1 . ,vnat was it like? 
C. You worked for many years in Big Bay , some of 

your employers . 
#1 . Building Henry Ford's Home . 

ItJ 5 Equ e.tJc.l:: o~ 
EM PLO'# f\,\ot'r 

A. The logs c nming in from Pequar:1ing . 
3. Be·ng paid overtime due to incoming storm. 
C. LOFS heauded by hand and f it toge ther. 

D. The rate of pay . 
~ . Stone masons assistant. 
F . Henry Ford coming around. 
G. Cost of home - done by contract - Costs

Plus factor 
#1 . Ridding under the porch. 

#2. Huron Mountain Club 
A. Building Senator's Re eds home. 



#3 . Curry & Hanson Mil l 

A. Wh 8 t was it like? 

B. The smoke stacks blowing down. 

#4. California. 

#5. Curry & Hanson Mill 

f/.6. Ford Mill 
A. One of first 4 t o begin work 

B. Drove truck - no license - quit 

#7. Anderson - Huron ~ountain Club 

A. On what pro ject. 

#8 . Proksch Construction 

A. Big Bay school 

B. Plant Boilers 

C. Hydro Plant 

#5. General I mpressions/Informat ion. 

A. Did you ever meet 1r . Ford and what was it like? 

B. What wa:s the highlight of your life wbi l e working 

c. What do you think the people of Big Bay thought of 

as a businessr:ian? 
D. How do you think they felt t oward him as a person? 

for Ford? 

Ford 

E . What was your thought s about Ford 's home at the Huron 
Mountain Club? 

F . What can you tell me about a · · "Ford Canal" from Lake 
Superior to Lake Independence. 

G. How do you r emember l""...r . Ford? 

H. How do YOU think he sh ould be remembered? 

I. The "Powerlines". 

J . The "Ditch" . 
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Listed below are : 

#1 · P~ssares hard to unoerstand . 

#2 . Passages confidential . 

"3 . Passaf es t o be treated in 8 special way . 

TAPE No. 1 

I TERVIEWERS ' - NOTES AND WORD LI ST 

No QTl1ER.. NoTES N EEDED . 


