INTERVIEW of a KHNTUCKIAN

SAM COLZGROVE
VANCEBURG CCUNTY, KSNTUCKY
Tnis interview took place on May 31, 1903 in Sam Colegrove!'s
livingroom. Seam recallied his boyhood in the Kentucky hills up to

ais permanent move to Micnigan when he was thirty years old. He

enjoyed reminising as well as I did listeninge. He had a few phnot-
ographs TO show me, but none to spare unfortunately. One was a
picture of nim at school with no shoes on his feet, as well as
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very strong Southern accent
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and tnerefore I wrote the wihole interview out first (eighteen
pages) and vyped it in a manner that Sam spoke.

Saig Tnls 1is Sam Colegrove, I live in Michigan now, but I did

live in Kentucky. I did live thar all my life. I was born

and: raised in Greenup town in Big Sandy, and we lived thar for
awhile -until 1 was . about six years old and we moved from thar
back to Vanceburg. I lived thar until I moved here to Newberry.
My mother's name was Lori Bell (olegrove, before she was
married shne was Kimbler and my dad, his name Samual Sest Cole-
grove. And as far as ] know they war born and raised in Ken-

tucKy e

Interviewer;: Do yo

now what part of Kentucky they were born
in Sam?
Sam: No,no I dontt kaow,

Interviewer: What o you recall about living in Kentucky?
Sam: I've got a nalf brother, my mom was married twice. Tue

first time she had John, my half brother. Than I have a whole

brother, he's dead now--his name was Lenard and I had a sister

Aretta.




Interviewer: Does your sister and brother still live in Kentucky?

oall,

Yes, my brother John is in bad health though, he'!s in a
wheelchair ne has a breathing machine. My half brother was born
in 1911 and I was born in 1924, I'm the baby. (chuckles)

I don't remewmber too much about growin up. We had a rough
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time in trying to make it. Iy mothar, she »
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board and John, after my dad died, (he got shot working in the
coal mines)he worked in my dads place in the coal mines to help
mom raise us kids until we were big enough to go out on our own.
My dad lived about a year after that. DMom raised us on a wash-
board--you know--wash clothes, makin a livein and like that.

And afver I go old enough I worked on the railroad in aboub e
a nd I worked tnar until the 50's and about 55 I came up har.

I was toirty yars old when I came up nar.

Interviewer: Is that when you met Arlene?

ILLLJ-, ;L met ner ill Hvdes 0 "\lp Out ;_‘:OP ELL Efl(il‘.

Interviewer; . What did you do tners Sam?

Sai:

When I first came har, before I come over har, I came to

Praverse Gity. I got a chance to pick cherries. Iy brother

i
)

John, ne lived in Hulbert than., I wrote him a letter and told
him I wanted to come to visit him and I worked with him all
that summer in Hulbert. We did cutting--wood, cordwocd and
logs, hemlocks, peeling and all that.

Then I come TOo Newberry and I worked for Jack Hyde--It¥

wasn't too long and I got a job at Atlas in Thar and I worked
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to three yars. Than I got nervous and had to

b

quit that job. All those guys with those big sheets of wood
hollerin at ya, I got nervous so I chalked it up and than I

went back To work in the woods. And than I got down so 1

couldn't do nothin and I had to go ©to a T.B. sanitarium for
-



thirteen months. I went to Morgan Heights--on the other side of

&
lMarquetie tnar. Acocks was my Doctor. He's a nice feller--he's
still docterin. He!s not in the T.B. business anymore., He!'s
got a little offic the othar sid of Marquette,
whar tnat by the prics ; ~Off the rignht thar, comin
this way, ne lives i : ittle yellar house--he got & little
office of nis own thar, ir Last time I went thar, I
stopped in to see him., Than I had to ¢ the way back up to
Morgan Heights to get my x-rays. The I in Morgan
Helghts thar, said it all takes time.

Interviewer: oail, when you came up here
daid you say you were guite young then?

Yan--1 use to come to Michigan alot to cut cordwood, I was
thirteen years old than. I worked all my 1i in saw mills and
everythin else trying to make a livin, ' ' young to sign
my' ownl CneckKks, ‘1 nad to get an ler man th o a friend Of

check and sing it then turn the money over to me,
foreman wanted to0 take me in and give me room
and board and have me wolk just f the him I could
make more on my own then just room and board--he just warnted
to take advantage of me. (chuckles) 1 ied to work and go
school all at the same time--things were tough.

Interviewer: Sam, can you remember anytiiing tragic or humorous

really funany that happened on your travels to Miciigan?

~ e ~r S « +N ~ 5 ramaimbDey Aoty e ~apnhened T}
NO, TUie L)“._L;/ clling a4 { I can remember nappenea ez
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was funny 1s 1 stuck my head out from

could ©ry to see, and I stuck my head and I had somethin

like a fishn nat on and the next thang saw (laughing) was it

rolling down the road like a shee and I never did get it back.




It wasn't too farr before we had to pull off, we walked back up thar

and we couldn't find it I spose maybe somebody else found it and

picked 1T up. T wasn't too much funany stuff agoin on

wnat kind of a vehicle did you .call that truck you came

owgamcfmwningwﬁ(ﬁwﬁm@
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San: It was a big semi truck with a load of people in the back. All

crowded up on tihne benches and a place on the floor where the little

Yah--famlies and the whole works

ones lay and like that and rest.
came over llke tnat. looked like a tarp over the back of the
truck--just like the o0ld covered wagons use to be. Yup. (pause)
Interviewer: How many people came on one trip?
Sams Oh--I'd say about twenty-five or thirty. each time Well
that wasn!'t my first time, I had been back and forth
In the summer time, when it was warnm
into the woods up e, we'd come up and cut cordwood and then we'd
the yar. Than guy: we knowd real
er and come up ©o Traverse City and pick char-
a man by the
name of Autnor stayed up here for awnile and went on mp
It jackinifed and
killed nim. And that was ne last time
from aown Kentucky to pick cherries. My brother came over
on Sunday and picked me up and I had a couple other friends with me
and they stayed for a shole summer just about and then they went backs
They aidn't like the wood work too much. (chuckles) They
friends from vown and I lived out in the country of Kentucky.
was friends--I mcan the whoe darned town knowd me. (chuckles)

Interviewer: Was it a little country townft

ly




Sam; Yah--a little smaller than
too big. ~ I'd say twentiy-five yars
along side the road 1,500. (chuckles)
put that's tne way tidey kept 1it.

Interviewer; Sam, you mentioned about your schooling earlier, can

How old sre you when you went to
scnool and how ola you when you had to drop out?

Sams You can drop V8 ixteen yars old and tha's when I
dropped out. 1 was the biggest or in the class I was just about as
big as I am now. Because I got ashamed of goin and sittin thar in
the graaes witi the othar kids you know, and I didnt't like goin than.
They wanted to teach me than when I got that old you know, but I said
no, you wouldn't lecarn me when I was small yar not goin to learn me
now.and tnat's when I quit.

Interviswer: Did they have all of the kids in one .classroom

San; They nad a big classroom, but they each had separate places and

like tnat. The first grade would be ovar on that side, about half

way, and tnan the third grade in the back and the fourth up in front

of them. Tahe eighth grade was as high's it went and they was all in

one big room. Ther was alot o kids, thar was about twenty kids in

my grade alonel (pauses)

Interviewer: Did you have just one teacher?

Yan--one teacher takes care - Them ¢ We heated the room
with one of them pet belly stoves rignt in the middle of the build-
ing witih coal. Yah--When I got to be about fourteen tihe

gave me the key and told me 1« on tild 'a Fire.in the

tnevts what I done and I S 2 water for drinkin and
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Lo Ulle comuensary store, you know, like a second -~hand-store
ou could by thi were used, and she bought me a pair of
1or vten cents. They war old lady shoes is what I called um.

oLub up o thar. Nine inches or so and they had butsons

across, and tney had something like a nairpin they used to

anc pbutton I was ashamed to war them to school too=--

them
(W ERSHTIN
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106 (chilielrl aa ) +=A Tra P - - ~11 T A e+
uilu«:‘..)""\@i;.dv“_]_ub). O war wnatever we could £2e Gl

time, I war gunny sacks. Down thar, we called thenm

-

SacLs, wWe use to get coffee in tham. We would make tham
i Style Lo keep warm. We used the twine from the bag, just

it through and wrap it around. sometimes Used just

uhne

just sole of it nothin
> -

maybe

pped our pants down in like

tnat--good and snug--they war

We woula pe playing all day long,

(

theyt!d get pretty ragged

o
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time Gark comel (cinuckles) The kids that had ito do--

Buv like me, my brothers and sister had to war
¢ could get. Tham were the good old days though, we had
times. (chuckles, pauses) :
er: What ouaer things did you do for entertainment besides
ball?
LO tae shows weekends., I remember what they wanted ten
TO see a saow. (ciouckles) The first show I ever saw was a

» black and wiite show --sometihiing about Lawrence--it was all
rmotions you know, it all moved so fast back in tham days you
that you really had to keep your eyes on it or you'd miss a

- R T ke s S . 3 5 A Y
lige that. [t's a flash--than it!'s gonel (pauses)
Did you have any farm animals?
+ ad ‘Aot a e S - et P S Y A1a e s I
-We nad goais, mules, horses, and a cow. Course, my mother

7




sister, and brothers, we never had a home of our own. We lived
Big Sandy's--we stayed at an aunts and uncles up thar. When we

lived up thar, thney wanted to dunp ate from the coal mines in

that big hole in the back ! ar we lived and the house

was in tne way. We had to get out or they would nave burie%us up

right in 1t, we had to get That's when I was six yars old.
That!s waere mﬁuaa was buried at Big Sandy's and
once in the nignt and I never got to go ovar and see the or
notwin.

Iy mom unever remarried, she had 1 aise us as best she could.
I remember seein blood run all down her hands from scrubbing clothes
on the warshboard all the time. She washed clothes mostly for the
company--guys that came in from the coal mines--they stayed at a
hotel or sometiiing iike that. she would wash all thar clothes. She
had to pump the water right thar, just like the old camps from
around har, they nad pumps yars ago. I seen water so low down thar
that you wmignt go to the river or the creek and bring yar
warshbosard and hand -wringers and hang the clothes over brush right
thar. They had to haul water from that same pla carry iten

thar backs, wheel barrows, or whatever ould get I« lrinking

water and to warsh in and like that. Guys that worked in the mines

v

stayed in that company place.) That was back about thirty-f
80 in Hoover'!s time Hard

just to get sometnin to eat W gardens sore

we could aiford Tthe seeds to p in Most of the

afford ©To bug Uie Seed We'd plant tomatas, a few beans and some-
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tnin like tnat. hard--they growed about the




Slze Ol maroies, we never had specilal fertilizer or like that. We
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do it all yarself. The neighbors had about the same as we did you
know, we did wnhat we could. I1f we had to build a house or sSomethin
like that they'd all help out as much they could. Not like now adays,
no one nelps anyonel (chuckles)

Interviewer: . What do you miss about Kentucky?

Samn; On--not much, I guess I miss the good times I had thar., I had
to come nar, 1 can get my breath better since I come har., I think

my brother would nave besen better off if he would have stayed too.
He stayed har farr a while, but he didn't like the wintars, so he
diant't want to stay. Thar wintars are not as hard as har, but they
are narder on yal The cold down thar would go quicker through ya
thean up nar. It's a damp cold. Like in March down thar, that wind
a.t Her it s- springtime, -~ F
like 1t nar betltsr, bscause wilen spring comes it starts warmin up.

Down tnar, we were puttin out cabbage and stuff too, but still in

the mornin the frost and the wind cuts loose. (chuckles, pauses)

@

Interviewer: Wnat about moon shining Sam, did you ever get involved
withh any of that?

Sarm; No--1 never did get into that, My brother did and I rode
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with nim, most everybody did moonshine, I never did fool aroun

any of that. They use to sit up one the hills with thar guns. They

watched vO0 see whatl you gonna do, you know, tend your own busines
and Jjust go on is wnat I did. Stop, and they don'!'t know you, they
start tarowing lead at you. (off tape--I knowed a couple guys that

killed men in Kentucky, I don't want to Tell on them, but they had

to come up har to get a&Way from the law./‘




Tnat!s tioar living--that!s what they live on. Someone come tar
up on um--they would just give um some leadl

Wwell, my broganer, he knowd guite a bit about it. I'd just sit
with him. I'd never get out of the car--1 didnt't

anythang w 1 happ I wouldn't want any
know notinl The authorities didn!'t mess with
much. Well thar was a hill ovar har and a hill over har (R&L)
hollar tnar (middle), you don't have much chance of getting
or escaping if you tried anythang. You see two before you get

thar, you can't get back in thar where it's at, they ain't vary

friendly, and back in thar you ain't evar goin to make it back outl

(chuckles) Mrs Terrian (neighbor) she was down thar, har this win-
tar, stayin with her boy, while she went to her sisters as well.
She said he still carried a gun right with hin the time still.
Pnings naven'!t changed too much down thar.

Interviewer: Well Sam I have

Is ther
about said it all that I know, tough, but good.
too. Nobodied stvarved but, Tk tar time ner thought we might.

Wiiet was your favorite food at you were

;‘.
not use to gettings
Sams On--like, ilce-cream, milk-can milk from tae storel
too mucn of wnat we didn't
from the gardens, but in the winta
too. Yah--in Ui unmer we had toe
always, ana we would pour itover tormatas an beppers crumbled

all up and fried, and pour: 1t owyer=the top like that;

{10




Sam 1s married to a former Arlene

Sam is fifteen years

S1X girls and two boys.

and is aowns

yndrome child,

living at nome yet. They have

now but are originally from Kentucky.

relatives: that still 11

in Kentucky.
Apparently all of

some otiner kind ol resglirat SySTCIhls

it from tne coal mines

have 1t taken care of until it was too

in and out the hospital and is compl
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his discase.

Thls 1s additional information

ever, after tne taping, Sam spoke ol tn
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MOCNSHINE HORSE
tape had been comvleted, Sam told me about the horse
his brother John owned and it was trained especially to ride for
moonshining. When Sam rode the horse for pleasure he lesarned all
of it's nabits quickly. One foot in the stirrup and
full flight. If you were riding towsrds a fence the horse wouldn't
around it but would jump it. If Sam took it for a ride down the

rode for a few miles, the horse would make such sudden stops in front

of certain places, that Sam was thrown over the horses head several

times, they were moonshine stops. If the horse heard someone yell

to stop, it would run.

Sarm cnuckled through




Feawmily backgroung
¥other using washboard
Gnildren work
Sam nospiltalized at Morgan Heights
in saw mills
ilchig:
Saus Schooling, embarassed by bignes: having to wear
women'!s shoes to school.
Coifee sacks to keep feet warm in winter
Entertainment

father's opurial place

Hother's nands bloody from

noover's

Weatner in Kentucky and HMichigan
Moonsiining

Wworried about starving to deatr

warm greas drippings over vegys, rare to ge

Saim's up To cate Tamily and marital status

Moonsinine Horse (rage 12, however not on tape)
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Family background

Motaer support children-washboard occupation
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Brothers & Sam several occupations

sSam hos pitalized at lMorgan Heights

13 years old working in saw mills-ist in Mich,

Iravel to Michigan in"Tarpolio"-Humorous story
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_Sam & friends cut cordwood in julbmrt/ci i%&

© older & big

Sax'!'s schooling ashamed to g

.

Gommensary store "I had To war women's shoes"

Coffee sacks worn like rocas sins

tuuatfeu

animals belonged to the relatives

Fatner!'s burial place Sam didn't visit grave

e

More detail of mom working for Co./washboard

water low, washed clothes in creek, hauled H,o0

Hdauled water for washing and drinking

Hoovert's time, scratching Ifor things

seeds were available

of weather between Kentucky

Hoonshining

starved, but thar war times I thought

Warm grease drippings over vegys, foods Sam

liked, but didn't get much of,ice-croam & milk




