
INT~RV IEW or a K.2:NTUC.rGAN 

S H C OL3 GrtOVE 

V ANC BU G C vU1 'TY, .iG7 TU KY 

Tnis intervie w to ok p l a c e on Hay 31 , 19o3 in Sam Colegrove 1 s 

livingroom. Sa.i, r e c lled h is boyhood in t ·:ie ·Kentuc ky h ills u p to 

... is _peri~anent , ove to i•·:ic n i gan when he was t h irty ye a.1.· s old . He 

e1joyed remi isi1g as we l l as I d id listening . He ad a few phot­

ograpt1s ·o show rne , but none to s pare unf ortunate ly . On e was a 

pie ure of n~ at sc h ool with no s1oe s on n is feet , a s wel as 

o-cner classrn.ate.:> . Sa.in still ·1as a v e r y s rong ' out ern acc ent 

ana. tnere ore I wrote t e wi1ole interview out firs t (eigh t een 

.t-' ages) anci t y p ed it in a r, aruer t1at ~am s poke • 

.:3a.i 'l.'i:lis is .:>am Colegrove , I live in Nicnig· n n ow, but I d id 

live in Kentuc ky . I d i d live thar all my l ife . I was b orn 

and raised i 1 Greenu , tovm i n i g Sandy , and we lived t ar for 

a wllile · til I w s abou -c six years old anci e 1 v e from thar 

bac k to Vanceburg . I lived t n ar until I mov e d here to Hewberry . 

M:y :i, other ' s naw~ was Lori Bell Colegrov e , befor•e sne was 

married sne ·vJ as 1 i mbl c r and my dad , h is na ,1e 3ar ual '' st Cole ­

grov e . An , as far as 1 know they war born and raiseci i n Kcn ­

tuc .&:y . 

nterviewer: o you kn ow what p art of' Kentucky t hey were born 

Sarn: 1J o , 10 I c.on 1 t know . 

I n t0r'v i ewor : i l ..... C~ J .': ou recal l about livi g in Kentuc ky? 

.3a.1r1: ~ 1 ~..; t.:,O ~ ~ 11alf b rother , my M Om was ri arrie d twice . Tue 

f i r·s i:; 1.,i .. e she nad John , rr£Y half brother . T an I hav e a whole 

bro-Cher , he 1 s dead :iow--his name was Lenard and I had a sister 

.Aretta . 



Interviewer : Does your sister and brother still live in Kentucky? 

Sam . Yes , my bro ti er J ohn is in bad h eal th though, he I s in a 

wheelcnair ne h as a breat ing rn.achine . My alf brother was born 

in 1 911 and. I was born in 1 924, I I m the baby . (chuckles) 

I aon 1 t e·;ie ber t oo much about growin up . ·1e had a rough 

time in r;:ring to make it . Ny ·:iothar , she raised us ov er a wash­

board ' a J ohn, after y dad died , (he g ot shot working in the 

coal mine s )lie worked in n.y do.cis place in -che coal mines to help 

mom raise us Kids until we were big e-iou gh. to g o out on our own. 

·/Jy a aci lived about a year after that . 1-iom raised us on a wash­

board.--you know- - was b. clothe s , akin a live in and like that . 

And aft, r I g o old enough I workeci on the rail road in about 42 

a no. I \•Orkea. tnar until t e 50 1 s and about 55 I c ar,e up har . 

I wo..s t irty y ars old when I came up har . 

Interviewe : Is that when you met Ar lene? 

Sam: Ya.h, I r;,et her in Hyde s Camp out Nor th thar . 

Intervi~wer: What d id you do tnere Sam? 

.Sai, : Then I first came har , before I cor. e over har , · I c arne to 

Traverse City . I got a chance to p ick cherries . •Jy brothe r 

J oh....'1. , ne lived i 1 Hulbert than . I wrote h i m a letter anci told 

hi n I w r, ed to cone t o visit h illl and I worked. wi th him all 

that sur:rmer in Hulbert . we did cutting--woo · , cordwood and 

logs , nen~oc~s , peeling and all tha t . 

Then I come to !Je ,;i-berry and I worked for Jack Hyde - - It 

1 asn 1 t too long and. I g ot a job a t Atlas in thar and I worked 

for par ty close r,o three yars . Than I got n ervous and had to 

quit tnar, job . All t hose guys wi th those big shee ts of wood 

11ollerin at ya , I g ot nervous so I c alked it up and than I 

\•en t bac ~ to or.ce int. e woods . And t_ ar1 I go t down s o I 

c ou cin.1 t c.o · or, lin and I had t o g o t o a T . B. s ani t ar i um for 

2 



-cn irte en months . I wen t to ]\org an He i gh t s--on t h e other s i de of 

1,1ar q_u e t -ce "CL1ar .~Acocks -11.ras my Doctor . He 1s a nice f e l le r - -he 1s 

s til .1 a. oc -cer in . He 's n o t i n the T . B. busine s s anymore . H0 1 s 

go t a little off i ce on the othar sid of Marquette , you know, 

whar -en. a. t r oe K wal l is by the pris on '? Off the rign t th~r , c omi n 

tnis way , ne liv es in a lit t l e y ella r house --he go t a lit tl e 

off ic e of :C"lis own t har , i n n is house . Las t time I wen t thar , I 

stop~ed in to see h i m. Than I ad to g o all the way b a c k u p t o 

for 6 an He i ghts t o ge t my x - r ay s. The guys I know i n Hor g an 

e i gn-cs t nar , sa i d i t a l l t ake s time . {Paus e s) 

Interviewer: i:>arn, when you c ame up h er e for ·che v ery fi r st t i me ., 

Sam: 

a.id you say you were qui te roung "Ch en ? 

Yaa-- .L u se t o c ome t o Mich i g an a lo t to cut cordwood , I was 

thir t een y e ars old th8.J.'1. . I worked all my lif e in saw mills and 

e v e r ythi n e l se trying t o make a liv i n~ .1 wa s t oo young to sign 

illY ovm c necks , 1 n a d t o 6e t an older man tha t was a f r iend of 

nine t o 6 e t my check and s ing i t then turn t h e :::n.oney ove r to me . 

O e t iL e a c arn.p f oreman want ed t o talrn me in and g ive me r oom 

and board and 11av e me walk j u.s t f or t hat . I t ol d him l c ould 

make 1;1ore on Ii y own t e n jus t ro om and b oard--h e j u s t warn ted 

t o take advantage of me . (cnu.cKl e s) I tried to Hork fu"'ld g o to 

s c n o ol all a t t n e s · lile t i me -- t ings wer e t ou gh . 

int e r viewer : 3a :1 , c an y ou _ ememb er any i:;hing tr ag ic or humorous 

Sam: 

r e a l 1.y f unn.y t h a t happened on your trav e l s t o Hi e ~i i:_; an? 

No , t.ne only n~ag .1. S t.ne I c an re er b e r -en.a t happened tht; 

was f unny is I t uc k .y h ead ou t f rom the tar p holde r so I 

cou ld try t o s e e , and I s tuc k my h ead out an d I h ad sorie t hin 

l i Ke a fish nat on an.a. the next than g I saw (lau ghi ng ) was it 

roll i ng aown tne r oad like a sheel -- and I never d i d ge t i t b ack . 
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It v a s I i:; t oo f'arr efore we had to . pull off , we walked bac~ up thar 

and. we coul ntt find it . I spose 1i aybe somebody else found it and 

pic:ced it J.p . ( pau se Thar wasn 1 t too much funny stuff agoin on 

Interviewer: Wnai:; kind of a _veh icle id you call that truck you came 

oacLc and fori:;h in Sam? (Tcn•pol,~) 

Sam.: It ~ .. as a big semi -cruck with a load of pe ople in the bac l-c . Al l 

crowded u_p on ti1e benches and a place on the floor where the little 

ones lay · d lit<:e that a.11ci rest . Ya.h-- faml i es and the whol e worlcs 

c rune over like tna t . It lool{ed like a tarp ov er t he back of the 

truck-- Just like t_ e old covered wagons u se to be . Yup . (pause) 

I te..rviewer: h ow mar y people c ru e on 01 e trip? 

;jam: Oh-- I 1 d say about twenty- five or thirty . Yah , each time • Well 

i:;hat wasn 1 t my fir t t i me , I h ad been back and f'orth alot . 

In i:; e su.1 er ti,1e , w· en it was warm up here , when ,, e 1 d ge t 

ini:;o tle w oas up here , He ' d come u p and cut cordwood and hen we 1 d 

g o oack i · t e fa l of the yar . Th guys that we ~ owd ::aeal good 

we 1 0 t a b g i:;oge ner and. co e up to Traverse City and p ick char­

rie s . A...'1.d. tnai:i last time I cone u p , I co ne up with a man by the 

uar of Aui:;nor i'ractor--he stayed u _p h ere for awhile a_ d went on 1 'P 

north so ,iewnere a: d go t killed in his old truck . It jac:rcr -iifad and 

he went o;:...r ill ru d it kil ed ... 1i m. .And ti:la t was tne last ti ne 

I ca...; e u.1-- f'ro aoir.'n Ken tucky to p ick cherries . •1Y brother c ame over 

on Suna.ay and pieced me up and I had a c ouple other friends with me 

an.d ·chey s tc1yed for a shale summer just about arid -c;he.n they wen t bac_ 

Tn__,y aid It lik i:le woo work too much. (chuckles) They were my 

frienas fr·or vOi.. "ld I lived out in the country of Kentuc h.-y . 1,, e 

was frienus -- I 'lu an the whoe arned town kn owd 1e . (chuckles ) 

Interviewer: · as it a little c ountry town? 
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Sam: Yah-- a littl e smalle r t h an Newberry . · It was in the hills , aln 1 t 

t o o big . 1 1 d say twen y - fi ve yars a6o or thirty, they had a sign 

~long side i:;ne road 1 , 500 . (chuckle s) I k;iowd it grown biggern tha t, 
I 

·out that 1 s i:;i:le wa r 1Jney kept it . (paus e s) 

Interviewer: Sam., you mentione d about y our schooling earlie r, c a n 

you tell be a li-ci:;le a b ou t t a t? How old ere y ou when you i,;ent to 

s chool anci how old i>ere you when you had to drop out? 

Sam: You c an d r op out when y ar s i x teen yar s old and tha 1 s when I 

d r opped out . I w s ~he bigge~ t one in t he class I was just ab out a s 

big as I am now . Because I got a shamed of goin a:r~d s i t t in thar in 

t l1e graaes i it11 the otha r k i ds yQu know , and I didn 1 t li rce go i n than . 

They vJu.rned -co -each me t han when I g ot that old you know, but I sa id 

no , you wouldn 1 t l earn me when I '.-ms s mall yru"' not g oin to l earn me 

now and t r t 1 s wi:1en I quit . (pauses) 

Interviewer: Did 0hey hav e al l of he k i ds in one .c lassroom: 

Sam: They had a big classroom, but t h ey each had ssparate pl ac e s and 

li.tee tna t . '.rhe first [:,rad.e would be ovar on that side , about half 

way , and ·c.nan i:;he 0hird grade in t he bac k ar d the f ourth u p i n front 

of them. Tne eighth grade i.,; s as h i gh ' s it want a:..1.d they was all in 

one big room. '11n ar was al ot o kids , thar was about twent y kids in 

~y grade alone 1 ( ~ a u s es ) 

Intervi-wer: Did you hav e just one teacher ? 

~am: Yah-- one 'teacher talrns c are of them all. Ue h e ated the r oom 

with one oft em p ot belly stov e s rig.n t i n the 1 i ddle of the build­

ing i>dth co a l . Yah-- -,J"hen I g ot t o be about fourt e en i::;1e teacher 

6 a v e r,1e the key and told ne -co come build a fire in the mornings and 

t.na1., 1 s what I d one and I g ot fr osh wa t er for drink in and like t ha t 
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i;nar . 

I nte:cv i e wer : · iQ you n ave a , a l e t eac h e r ? 

Sam: Yah- - well , SOi:cletime s is wi f e would come ai.1d t eac h when he h ad 

i; o g o s o:e\iaare or if h e didn ' t fee l like comein . It wasn ' t too 

oa a. , out n e ll , wi i;n ae I ju t ge t to school about i;i e or d inner, 

b out noon , ana I j u s t knowd somet in was u p l And so·rieb odied come 

a l o11g and i;n e teac e r c o·,1e look f or us big one s and we t d h a v e to go 

arm fi 6 n t tne ·•i es l \• 8 , d av e to g o in tne wood s and r aKe ar ound 

t e fire s a.i d kot::p i; 1e fires f ro ge-c tin away . We wou ld nav e to d o 

tna t f or a f cl W a s . We u sed rakes or h o e s to lrnep the l eav e s bac k 

at a wa t e r e so vne t ' i ·e , ,oul a.~ 1 t g o ov e r it . (paus es ) 

I n t erviewe r : Did :,,- ou live v e r y far f rom sch ool ~am·. 

Sam: Oh-- a b uui; f iv e 1, il e , I mi h t 1ave to runto make it b a re foo t ed 
._/ 

arJ. -ch e 1ros 1i c r a c k L O o etwee· 1 · y oare toe s . {Off the tape , Sam 

a i ne J " S u.hray s so nap1,y o sv e a fre sh c ow p ie a long t · e way 

to step i 1i i1i 1io be 1i nis fee t war med up l Ee idn 1 t t i nk he 

snuuld say 1iJ. c t on e "Gap ) ·de liv e d. down in -c.1 h oll a _s , peopl e 

h ar c a l l 1inem v a l1. eys , but we c alled -chem hol lars d own by t he creek. 

It w s pr e 1i y -- 1 lov e d i t i t i;he s :pr L g , a ll t e f l ower s and stuff 

s ;1 l lea .::10 6 o oa y a kn ow. (pau ses) 

In1i ervie i er: ·ie r e r u r s en ol s l a c t e d i or 1 ear - e -cown? 

am: .i:~o, tha t wa a c ou n t r y sc o o l . 

r;1i l e a wa;/ roi. town . 

It w s abut sixteen or sev en t een 

I nterviewer: So now aid you g t o t 0 w1 ? 

a l k ea l 1 Or I e i,i 6 h t r i cte an ol d Ragon with a 1.ors e or and old 

11ule . Us u a l y 1a l ked and n o s hoe s . Time s warn I t g ood . So e -

1iime s ,1e n a a som odie s h und - me - aowns . I r e e n.ber one t i me r om 
I 
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w e11t ,:,v ,:,_1 co ,1:,10 sary s · ore , you knm- , like a sec_ond - hard- stor e 

r · a yJu could by ,:,ning s ,:,ia t were u sed , and she b ou g t me a pair of 

snoes for ten c 0n,:,s . They -.rar old l ady shoe s is wn :1 t I c alled um . 

' hey co i e plw .• b u p -i;o thar . Nine inc.!:ies or s o and they had buttons 

t£1.at c e a c r oss , a: ci they ad o· 1ething lL e a nair p i n they used to 

c a tch and button tnem. I 1·.ras ashru e d -co war them to school too--

wo:nen 1 s11 es -- (cnuckles) . We nad to war whatev er we c ould g e t l 

In t.ne wi tr ti ne , I war gunny sac :-c s . Down thar , we c alled them 

coffee c ~ s , we use -co ge t coi'f1c;e in t ha • ' 'ie would 11 ke t i1am 

{lOCa::3 i n style o ' p warm. We used the -cwine from the bag, ·us t 

pull i -chrough wrap it arounci . W§ so .~eti 1e s used : ust y 

ola SL1o e ;e cou.1a 1'L , Hi.ay oe jus t tne sole or i , ,.mybe nothin ; 

we wr a9ped our _f.J ants d.own in li~e tha t --good and snug- - t hey war 

wc.1.rm. ·ue wou.Lu oe p laying a ll a.ay long, they ' d 6B t pre tty ragged 

oy -cne ti r1e <iarK i comet ( c nu.c :: l e s) The ids tha t h · d to d o--

t ey war s 10 Bu,:, li~{e me , my bro t~ e:.. s ci sister ad to war 

wna ,:, e v er \e cou ci ge t . Thar.i • .. :e e tne good old d ays though , we had 

goou ,:, i rue s . (cnuc~l e s , p aus e s) 

Int.jrviewer: W at o-c 18r t ' in~ s iu you d o for e ert a i {lent beside s 

p l ay ball? 

o ~ e snows wee e_ds . I rer. e mb e r wn:1t they wai.1.t e d ten 

c ents to see as. ow . ( cnuc <J S) T e first show I ever saw was a 

silent , b.Lack an w1 i t e show -- soneth i ng about La -.rr ence--it was all 

qu ick rn.o tions y- 0u lrnow , it al.L ,OV 'd so a st b ack in ham days you 

kno¼ , tna t our · l y haa ~o ' eep your eyes on it or you 1 a n iss a 

lot o it , lie tha t . 1t 1 s a f lash--than it 1 s g one l ( p auses) 

l t e rvi wer: Did you h· ve any farm ani a ls ? 

d goats , u les , ors es , and a cow . 
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sister, and brot11ers , we neve r haa. a h ome of our own . We live d at 

Big Sandy 1 s - -we s tayed at an aunts and uncles up tha r . 11.lhen we 

l i ved up thar , tney wanted to dur.ip sl 8.. te from the co al mines in 

tnat big r10le i tne back of the house war He lived a.,.vid the house 

was in -cne way . We had to get out or t h ey would nave burie~~s u p 

r i g t in i t , we nad to get out J That ' s when I wa s six yars old . 

rrhat 1 s wnere m)idaa. w s burie d at Bi g Sandy I s and I was back t har 

once in the nignt and I e v er got to g o ovar and see the grave or 

notin . 

Hy !ilOm never remarried , she had -co r aise us as best she c ould . 

I rerne1r1ber seein blood ru.1 all aown her hands from scruobing clothes 

on tne warshboard all t he time . ··:ae was h ed clo the s mostly for t h e 

comp any-- guys t hat came in from tne coa l r1ines-- t h e y stayed at a 

ho-c;el or soraetn.i 1g li.<{e t hat . She would wash all thar clo the s . She 

had to _µU1r1p t he wa -cer rig1 t t nar , just lik e t h e old c amp s from 

around h , -c ey nad pump s yars ago . I s e en water so low d own thar 

tnat you ..• i 6 .e1t nave to g o to the river or t e creek a:nd bring yar 

warsi1bo ard and iand - wrin ger s and hang t he clo thes over brush right 

th· r . 'I' ey :iad t o naul water f rom t h a t sa.r.1e place , c arry it on 

thJ.r bac ~~s , wheel barrows , or wh a t e v er you c ould get for d r ink i ng 

wa-cer and to warsn in ar d like th t . (Guys that wor tCed i n t h e mines 

stayed in that com1,> any p l a c e . ) Tnat was b ac k a b out thirty- five or 

so in Hoov e r I s -r;ir. e . Hard times t ha...'1. and pe ople were scra tching 

jus-r; to 6 e t sometni to e a t . We: dd g ardens sone of the ti . e , if 

we could ar'i'ord. ~'le s eeds to put i . h ost of -c11e ti1 .. e we c ou~dn 1 t 

afford -co but ta seed , We 1 d pla'l t tomatas , a fvw beans an.d some ­

-c;n in like t nat . ,{ais i ig p otatas wa s hard-- they 6rowed. about t he 
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size of •. ~rbles , wo 1ev e r had speci a l fertilizer o r lik e that~ We 

had ar1 aold mule and plow to o tne land , nobod ied help--you had to 

cio it all y nrs elf • 'he ne i gnbor s had abou t the s ;1._rne as 'i'{e did you 

now , vre a.id wha-c we coul • If we had to bI.J.ild a house or sornethin 

lil{e tha t they 1 a. all hel p out as uch they could . Not lik e now a.days , 

o one nelps anyone l (chuckles) 

In · rviower: . What do you riss about Kentuc~y? 

Sam: Oh--no-c much , I guess I ni ss the good times I had thar. I had 

to come nar , I c -et my breath better sinc e I co 11e har . I think 

1,y bro-cher wou.Ld nav e been better off if ne would have stayed too . 

He stayed har farr a while , but ne did.n i t lLrn tne wintars , so he 

dicin • t want -co st ay . Thar wintars are not as hard as har , but they 

are hara.er on ya l The c old down thar would g o quicke r through ya 

tnan up. ar . It • s a damp cold . Like in Harch down thar , t hat wind 

feels .LL-::e it boas rig· t on thr oug~ ya . Har it I s S}Jringti ne . I 

liKe it Llar e-c; ·c..;;r , b 3c ause w.1en s pring co e s it tarts war r; in up . 

Down t a r , ;e were pu-c in out cabbage ru d stuff too , but still in 

the mornin the frost and the wind cuts l oose . (chuckles , pauses ) 

nterviewer: 1-Jnat about o on shining .3 . , id you ever get involved 

wi tn any of at? 

.:>am: i~o-- I ever id ge t into tna t . Hy brother id ru: d I rode 

with nirn, 1110s t ever body di moonshine , I neve r a id fool around with 

any oft at . 'l'lley u se to sit up one the hil l s with thar guns . They 

watchec -co see wha-c y ou g onna o , yo cnow, tend your own business 

a;.1d. just 6 0 on is Hnat I d id . "' top , and t J.ey aoi I t 1.r,..now you, they 

start tnrowi g 1 a d ~t you . (of tap e -- I knowed a couple guys chat 

illed me in 1(entu.cKy , I don ' t want to tell on them, but they had 

to co1 e up har to get a .. ,-y from the law. / 
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That 1 s t.1.ar living-- tha tts 1:-That they live on . Someone come tar it 

u p on um-- t hey would just g ive UJn some l ead l 

Well , my b1'otner , he ~nowd quite a bit abou t it. I 1d just sit 

in -che car and , o wi th him . I 1d never get out of the ca.r--I didn 1 t 

want to ·oe i n to it as anythang woul d happen ., I wou l dn• t Hant any 

par t of it , I didn 1 t know no tin J T'ne auth oriti es d idn1 t mess with 

them much . Wel tnar wa s a hill ovar har and a h ill ove r har (R&L) 

arid a hollar ,:;nar (mi 6.dle) , you don 't h ave muc h c hanc e of getting 

away or e s c a p ing if you trie· anythang . You s e e tHo before you ge t 

u p har , you c an 1 t ge t b ac k in thar wn e ·e it I s a t , t hey a in 1 t v ary 

frien6.ly , and back in,:; r y ou ain •t pv ar goin to ake it back out l 

( c nuc i l e s) Hrs Terrian {n e i gnbor ) sne -ms down thar , har this wi n­

tar , s-cayin wi ' h. her boy , while she went to h e r s isters a s wel l. 

She said e s till c arr i ed a gun ris i t with h i m all the time still . 

Tnings h a ven ' t chang ed too much d own thar . (p auses) 

Inte r viewer : 1; e ll ' 

sure a~~rec i a e it . 

to all of this? 

I have r e al l y taken up alo t of your time and I 

Is there anything else you 1iT ould lik e to add 

Sam: ' e .L.L , I just abou t sai , it all t ha t I know , tough , but g ood . 

too . Nobodied Sli ar v e d but , thar w::1.r ti-. es w -en I t hough t we Li ght. 

Int er v L ,wer : Wn a t w your favorite food at tna t ti .1e , t h at you were 

not use to getting ~ 

Sam: Ot1--liKe, i c e - cream, milk - c an r1ilk fro1r1 tn.e s tore 1 Thar -rasn I t 

too much of wnat we didn 1t g~ t a little of like in t he summer time 

from -c11.e garde.:1s , buli in tne wintar -ci , a s it was a little different 

too . rah-- i n -c1_e surn:mer we had t e drip p i iil_;.J set b a ck on t he stove 

always , arm we would p our i tover tor.iatas a;.-id hot _ eppe J. s crumbl e d 

all up ana 'ried , a· d p our it overt e top lil e tha t . 
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Sam ls ,arried to a f ormer Arlene Fair of Newb erry , '1ichigan 

am is fifteen ye drs older then Arlene and they have eight chi ldren . 

hey ~ave six girls a d t wo boys . Their oldest son is t 1.1irteen 

y ears ol -. and is a a ownsy ... urome child . Tney h ave three chi ldren 

living at no ... e ye t . They have sever 1 relatives tha t live here 

now but are origi ially from Ken tucky . They also have several other 

r elatives that still l ive in Kentucky . 

Apparently all of a..."l'!s far11ily f ro1 Kentucky h a s h ad T . B. or 

so1;1e o-crnr l ind of r es p i ratory s ys te ,1. Sam thinks they all caught 

it from ·c.£1e co al L e s in Kentuc. y and n e ver wen t to the d oc "cor to 

have it tal{en c are of until it wo.. s t oo l a te . ;:;am is often times 

in and ou oft e hos pital and is compl e te l y dis abled be c ause of 

nis dis ase . 

Tnis is additiona l inf orna tion which is n ot pertinent , how­

ever , af ~er -cne ~ap ing, Sam spoke o t r is in~orr a ti on . 

ti 



h OONSHDJE HO?..S:3: 

Af t r t he tape had been c ompl e ted , Sam told me about the horse 

his brother J ohn ovmed and it was trained espec i a lly to ride for 

mo onsh i ni g . 'When Sam rode t h e horse f or pleasure he l e arned all 

or it 1 s habits quickly . One foot in the stirrup a11d the horse was 

in full flight . If ;:r ou were riding towards a fence the horse wouldn't 

6 0 around it but would jump it . If Jam took it for a ride down the 

roae f or a few 11iles , the horse would make such sudden stops in fron t 

of c er t ain places , that Sam was thrown ov er the horses head sever a l 

times , they were moons h ine stop s . If the horse heard s omeone yell 

to s top , it wou ld run • 

.3 am cnucicled thr ough that wnole stor y . 

I '2.. 



INT3RVI~W OUTLIN, 

1 . Family b a c kgroung 

? • ;_,:other us i ng was hboard to support c h i ldren 

j . Cxl.ildren wor~ to help support f a.mily 

4- . Sam n os l-l ita.lized a t Eorga.n Heigll ts 

,5 . Age 15 wor1dng in saw mi l l s 

6 . On the way to Eichig an- HLun.orou s s r,ory 

7. Sa.ms ;:jCho olin g , emoarassed by b i gne ss and h av ing to we ar 

wrn en 1 s shoe s to school . 

d . Coffee sac ks o keep feet wr rm in wint er 

9 . E...'1:cer tainr, e t 

10 . Fa h er I s buri al p l a c e 

11 . ,1other I s nands bl o ody f rom wa s i.1ing on scrubboard 

1 ~. Boov er 1 s time 

13 . 1,J' ather in 1\entuc ky and Michig a n 

14- . ~oonsnin~ng 

lS . Worried abou t tarving to death 

16 . War r1 greas aripp ings ov e r v egy s , rare t o g e t ice cre am or milk 

17 . Sru I s up -co a.ate f au ily and mari ,:; a l sta tus 

lo . -Joons h i ne Horse ( a g e 1 2 , howe v e r no t on tap e) 



1 AH.KATO) 1 S l AHE 

TINE. 

0 

_dL '.i.'0~ 

_..!±L TO _Z?__ 

_22._ '1:0 ~ 

~ 'i.'0 -1!L 
91._l_ Tv 115 

115 'i'O 138 

1_3/:) .L'O 144-

----------- - -

SUBJ3LiT 

1 . Family background 

2 . -Iot' er support children- washboard occupation 

J • Brothers & run several occupat ions to help out 

L~ . Sam ho lized at Horgan He i ghts 

.';) . lj years old working in saw , ills -1s t in 1Viich . 

6 . mr.§.v..el in11 Tarpolio" -Hlunorous story 

7. Sam & friends cut cordwood in Hulbert/{1ir~a 

b . ;:;ar Is schooling ashame to 6 0 older & big 

14-4 '110 2.~9 9 . Gommens ary store 11 I had to war women Is shoes" 

2.29 TO 251 10 . Coffee sac s worn li Pe r:1ocasin_s ________ _ 

.Ll • ertainment oas ball t heatres 

ebb 1" jlJ le: . Farm ani · als belonged to the relat i ves 

..)1-:?_ '1'0 .>C:l 1.) • Fatnor i s burial pl ace Sam didn i t visit grave 

)21 'iO J4r( 14 . Nore de~ il of mom i.orking for Co./w shb oard 

.>47 '1' 0 36.3 l . \ ater low, washed clothe s in creek , h auled H~ o 

.LL 1·0 575 lo . ~-auled Kd.ter "or wa shing and drinking 

37S TO j 3 17 . roover i s ti 1e z scratching for things to eat 

.>93 r1 0 LL12. -·-- J_ . Gardens if se ds were available 

412. TO 453 19 . Difference of weather betwe en Kentucky Hich . 

4.SJ 1'0 SlO c:O • ,roonshining 

510 TO 527 2.1 . 11 :;.-obodied starved , but thar war times I thought 

we would . 

~27 TO 5.34 22 . ~arm grease drippings over vegys , foods Sam 

li" ed , but didn 1 t get much of , ice-cre am & milk 


