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309 W, Avenue B

Newberry, Michigan
27 August 1954

lrs, Carl F. Johnson
Newberry Garden Club

Newberry, Michigan
Dear Mrs. Johnsen:

A year ago at your flower show you brought to my attention
en old book of pressed wild flowers made by Helem Paul of
Ontonagon.

The workmanship in the book was so excellent that I have tried
to learn a little more about the artist who made it.

Helen Paul was the daughter-in-law of James Kirk Paul, the
first white settler of Omtonagon, who founded the towm in 1843,
James K. Paul was an adventurer from Virginia who laid out the
towmn, sold lots, merried, saw the copper boom come, run &
hostelry throughout those exciting times, and died in relative
poverty and obseurity.

Paul married an Amenda Chandler in 1850, Little is known
about her execept that she was a good cook, clean

and & good women. ‘rbhnlohldnochudunotthurmm
they edopted & boy. When the boy grew up, he married and his
wife was Helen Paul. The Pauls were never wealthy and Ontomagon
went through several periods of hard times from the end of the
Civil Ver wntil hardwood, pulp and farming made & fairly secure
econonyy for a smaller population. And thet is why Helen Paul
made her wildflower books - to earn a little money to supplement
a bare existenece,

Helen Paul's daughter now lives somewhere in the east, I believe
New York or Boston. Two summers ago she visited Miss Mary Millard
in Ontonagon. She evidently has inherited her mother's interest
in nature for she got a keen enjoyment from rambling through the
woods near Paddy's Creek neay iiiss Millard's home,
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The information on James K, Paul and his wife can be found in
James K. Jamison _'-u.rwm.' The
information on Helem Paul siven me by Miss Mary Millard
end Miss Catherine Breitenbach of Ontonagem.

Helen Peul's wildflower books must be very rare by now.

Miss Millard had two but gave one to Helen Paul's deughter twe
years ago, The one that you have is the third. There mey or

~ may not be others.

The ebove bit of history on Helem Paul is incomplete because
it tells nothing of her as an individual - where and when she
was born, educated ete. Could that be made a project for your
garden oclub - to learn more of this pioneer Upper Peninsula
artist and wild flower enthusiast?

Very yours
e e

0. ¥, Eichen
OFEsVF
ce: Miss lery Millard /
Mrs. Thomas Foley
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