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~hnirm·n an Laa1es an, Gentlemtn; - I cons1der it a very gre't 

honor th t you have conferr don me by permitting me to ~h·re in the op n-

i ng progr m of thi~ unique historic 1 eel bra tion . , hen you consjder 

ho'f' slight has been my contact 1th Ontonagon in her semi- ioneer days and 
years 

since no ,.,hen I tell you that a perioc of fifty three/ a ctu lly intervenes 
an t h en ' 

s1nce my first and only co1tuct 1th th1s commun.ty/as an 1mm ture student -

preacher holding o Presbyteri · n pulpit for four n a · lf months,you 

realize at I h vein mind hen I ref r to th1~ generous 1nvit't1on from 

your Historica l Comm1 ttee and vhen I tell you tha t I cons1.der this visit 

one of th most interestin 0 eLperi nces of my long ·nd very cctiv life . 

V.hile there are other~ ho co la i n a mo e comp tent fa hion an out 
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of a more intimate experience anu .idE!r i kno l edge of loca l hi story 

bring to you this opening hi~toricnl me~sage,let me a ssure you th t you 

could not have found in the hole country one hos e pleasure in r esponaing 

to the opportunity no before me oula be more keen nor one who more deep-

ly appr cfates the s1gnific· nee of the c...nn1versc.4ry now being ce l e bra t ed . 

This celebra tion is not the community merely turn­
fe s tiva l 

ing aside from its ordina ry ;ork-a- d·y butiness for ~ reek' ~/progr am of 

i fun nd frolic ,under the gui se of honori ng a century of its 

ts exis t ence . These essent ial f eatures of a r eally complete pr o r am of 

historica l fes tivities ~111 h ve their place "n ~111 ro ke t heir contri­
ana gooo ..:he r 

but1on to the total happine s/of the communi t y . The Com ittee has isely 

attena ea to this p~a s of the c I eb1 tion. But there is some t hing else 

tha t every dignified an orthy community on an anniversary occa ion de-

sires to achieve in its hi s torica l program ~hether it puts it in io~ds or 
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not . A Centenni~l Anniversar y 'l ys t ouches the nobler instincts of a 

community. It releases i n nx hearts of ~11 thoughtful citizen a ne sense 

of gratitude ano hone t apprecia t ion of tho~e ho have laid foundations 

in the f ce of obst cles and privations of hich the pzesent generation 

knov nothing . Every patr1ot1c citizen feels this gratitude . Every bus-

:1ness man and oman 1 ready to respond o the proper emotion , but the routin 

of daily 1 f'e with th or inary pro r·m of ma.ing a living is fr everyone 

so urgent an preo~cupying th~t no one tajes time to think much bout 

yesterday ,let alone about 1h~t h~ppened IOO years ago . ~ e therefore 

need t9 h a ve prepareo occasion ·hen the hole comm ity can 
pause nd 

na 111/t·.ke 

stock of its past and t lk of ht the founding f thers have done and n t 

ble~s1ngw have been handed on to us out of the hardships and perils of the 

p st . The poet ~ittie pays tribute to thoae ho fe l led the forests , 

opened the mines , made the virgin soil t o blossom as the rose na set up the 
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social order . He ca lls tht,m 
"The mor 1 pioneers 
~ho from the iutur borr o; 
~ o so, the wastes vith dre'ms of r a in 
And on the m1dnight sky of r ain 
P· int the eolaen morro "· 

These·· the community i sh to :rec· 11 ,_ n reop r a ise for her o n gooc , 

0 Thcee c re Voices of th ,, p· st 
Links of a broken ch· in, 
~ ings tha t c ; .n bear me b:....ck to t me 
hjch c nnot come a · in; 

Goa forbi d tha t I sho lf lo e 
The echoes the'. t r ema in . !r 1 ael ' ide Proctor-''Voicestt 

If this be not the ttitude of our c itizen to<l· y e a r c heedles s and for -

getful peoole a llo ·1ing tho v lor c.~n virtues of our f· thcrs to remnin un 

honored an d unsung. But it is not enou h th t this 

anniversary give Onton gon a ch· ce merc.ly o paint 

past spea k in joy and pride of the aeeds o1 the n · st . 

th ~ glories of her 

c:ommunity 

hose memory is 1 rger th· n itg hope i s doomed. Looking back i s a privilcg 
who 

t.ha t all broad minded men/ kno ho11· to ev· lua te life appreci · t e , but no 
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annivers ry program is worthy of the e vent it celebra tes,if a t 1ts close 

iV'l1V 

NHor 1 t leaves its par ti ci .. a n ts looking b ckw~ rd . Sha es eare hns giv ,n us 
rl!VHO 

1 nv4 the r i ght idea of history ana ho .1 we are to vie ~, our historic, 1 a :nniver-

)l11i sar · es 3.Ild does it in ju:-;t four words, ;..hen he say:"' in hi s l oy ·The Temoe-:;t 
1111VH 

rnor 

NVAI 

ll!SO( 

,.tvN as i.se a thing and we should hea r i t. This is it, 

just 

"The past :s for us,but 
Nl'I:> 

IHd 

the sole te A s on hich it c · n become ours,ore its subordination to 

presentl!.. Accordingly, out of this ·ell pl anned hi storical celebra tion this 
":· 

ol a tou~ of Ontona gon is t.o see nev\ visionc:, fina nev: ho,,es for tomorrow •lnrl 

gather th~t moral mo entum tha t bring s dreams of better things to ss . 

uuring the coming days young and old ·111 hear the ch llengin 

voi ces of long gone, br·ive · nd qelf sacrificing men ch nting God ' s r a :i ses 

on these ... nc1ent •-.hores amidst a forbidding pa ga nism tlnd never ·hir.1ng . JtHx 
They ,111 
axm;:xa vie~; again .. n song ana paeeant that long procession of h rdy , adven-

turing men ho ::-ailed the stormy waters of our 1nl nd se~, ,ho tr· ilea r1nd 
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t.rj,pped the -:,'!_ld game of these oncP lon ~1y fore!::ts ana · ho bor e the burdens 

of unbelievable toil in this grea~ bolitude .ha t this community might b€. 

If civic ideals and communal pr1de and a collective our ose after gre· ter 

,1nd better th .!ngs do not stir in the hec1rts of the c tizenship of Onton; go 

this program of anniversary col -b1·ation 111 not only have given the 1 ·e to 

Shakespeare ·whose maxim I have ouote , but e vill h· ve missed major v..,.lues 

that al ays accomp3ny h1storicttl <.; nn1versa r1e .• So let me say tha t 

the gratitude of every .orthy c 1.izen is due to t~is atriotic Com·nittee 

tht t concc~ived the plan and orked ut th~ pr cti c·,1 det ils of this ro-

gram. Every atr·ot of ichig~n 1s ind .btec to ~ Jams 
"Thi:: 

his spleno .... :·tory of Ontuno on Country~ so full of historica l aata nd 
descriptions of 

fine~ .f XB.± scenic , nd ma teria l ·1ea lth and b~ l need jud ements 

as to men a.nu move ... en ts identified ··.: th the .o1ngs of the l a st bunured 

years in anu about this r•om, ntic country. 'lbese bu~y me"A ave not only 

helped this community to honor the traditions an Persona l i ties j;,hV-"t J . 
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the m .terial _nfluences ::tna spiritual forces th.t t hav m, de Ontonogan,but 

they have therby pointed rhe way fo_ a better day for this commu:ci ty and 

this broken and d stressed world. 

Sibme person·l recollections of my irst contact ith ol Ontona gon mqy 

~ssibly 0 erve as my credentials for admission to tnis pl tform today. 

It as in the ero1f!ing dusk of a gloomy April day in the Spring of 

1886 thGt the fjrst fri endly voice of Onton gon hosnitality ~reeted me 

from a s~loon door ay on the opposite s ~deo f the street from ·here nt the 

time u1s loc·- -t ~d the ~ orue of Capta i.. ·aniPl Beuser . Now occupied by th'3 
muddy 

bank. I wus .vet, orn an1 .x-· y:. from the long buckboard ride throu?.hthe 

unbroken forest thf .. t lay bet een Ontonogan ·ind Baraga over a r o' d 1( .i d · · t 

corduroy tor much of' he w-y . The t ur geon riv r v c-S ~ ollen an d fj lled 

vdth the .(.'!lush ice of t;hc spring the:· • All pascengers stood u on th e ,r 
the d r · V b r a 

seats ~hen/t½fe br. ve little Irishman by the name of Murray urged 'ith a 

mort unique profanity his timia ponie~ thro h h e s 1ft waters tha t 



thro • the sla t bottom and <-• :LA 1ped 

flooded loy little t un :...n n s ob.k d 

Henry Commentaries on the B~ble . 

y p1ince Alb rt coat n d my Ja tthe· 
to Capt a in Beaser 

I had t letter of introduction/in my 

pocket from Dr Bonar of ~a r qu e tte secured form~ by 1y ceminary ma t e the 

l a t e Ne ·.ell Dv gh t. Hill s . _o b 10. spent the p r eviou · summer in Iron ilC 

'River to ., c-hip. It was wh e n I got :ao re .. · ponse f o.rJ the Beaser oor bell 
in 

that I hefi r d my fir: t officiol \,c lcotn::; to Ort nagon E¥ a voice some hat 

clouded by gin but neve rthel€:-S he~ ..,y ano undnrstunuable , I as tol<l to 
jo '( e~rt ~ s f.V-' ~~, 
~&ptt.-0B-eheee-i-GJ.idsBGt.t.Q.C ~ ·a e · e d tc.sh i:ii:ver·.. ;_~ _ _,_........,~on 

~.w,..~~- I came aga n to the s ide ,al}~ · :"i _re I SK Cd '" pus sing lumber­

j ack if he knew anydlhreng about the Prest>ytari.,_n c: urch nere . He r eplied, 

"They nint runnin her no' • 'he snet o n l ast r~ 11 1 an ~ on he hurri ~d to t 
The fact that I had but t o doll· rs ana te rlve cents in 

the nct•r by bar . 
my pocket a id not specia lly worry me for I had met r couple of dnge l on 

my way t hrough the g reat Pest er tract of pine . One a s Charles s1 .. ~1ton 

·ho umie 1 thO r a n the 11 ttleHHc:.lfway Ca bin on the Br r aga ro d . 
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The other Wh~ • u ' c1y the driver of "the Bar&ga state . Let me tell you 

how I recognized t.hem, Having ha a brea fa~t - t the Baraga boarding 

house that Paul Bunyan ·oul h~ve enjoyed · d h a ving total x ca ... h assets 

in my pocket of but 4.12 I conclude upon our ar ival · t the Hal ,ny house 

that I ~ ould ass up Skelton's noonday al always ready in va st quanti-

ties for thE.l stage pa.ssengers u p on the ir r:..r i v&l -i-ro Baraga . I'll admit 

that it rs led like a n eternity l· y ue een m~ an c ht 5 A.-. bre~k f ast a t 
my 

B raga. The corduroy roar .ay Qd jolted ·t ~ br akf ~st fr belo · . di· -

phragm • But the econom1c situation .h. the uncerta in future made restra int 

a neccessa ry virtue,. o I l et t.he :more p1·os e rous p ssengers go t o th t log 

c bin t t.ble , bile I re - r ad fc t e t'hir tiru ~ my o la Chi ca. 0 0 In ter6ce· n und er 

a near by w' 1 te pine . )1 S Glto l~ter s pyin me came out after me ith 

al o~t violbnt invita~i n to ome i n, eat or I looked oretty t' 1n. 

I yieldeo and ill carry 

meal in Skelton t s c 

. i th me to • · aven 1 s 
°1f\L ~ 

ate the emory of th t noonday 

r a i~ens stand out in the 
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emory of that long gone ay of t r i · l in a .;ay to m k e the memory of hun-

reds of ban(tuetx menus of the lt st fifty looh as s a pless as sawdust. 

•bile expl~ing to Murray us he stood a t tne ba r "i th his pony briales over his 

houlder,thn t I would have to a him to let me p.y for my s t age rid . on the 
eaves,: opping 

~nsgallment plan, Skelton· /le~n ed t ·•·iaoling my half 1., oll r in his t'in-
· cro~ s 

ers xml ana ~;1 thout w - i ting for me t o f ini .:.1h • y ,., tory ohoved the coin ±m 

the bar shout ... ng in tones thc,;; t meant c..uc i ence nyoung ma n you t ke this half 

o ll&r you need 1 t or .... e than I cto" P..nd hen I r e luct ~ntly reac ed t or~ard 

o take the first offering I rec ved, I sa 1 th angle's fea tures s hining 

throu~ h the florio, be rded face of smiling ola lton st nding behi nd hi. 

1 ttle serving b r. It w~s hen iurray bfte · hearirg my s tory of tempo-

ary 1 inan cial s tringency nd seei ng the t io .ollars in my h~nd,said , ' Say 

ou ke . ..,p them t·o oll·,r r: till ~u get to nton gon ,1 11 1 st· nd ood t o the 

compctny till you a r e r ea· y to sett1 _n It ·as a fter that peech th t 

saw th-e a ngelJs fea tures bre k th o u r,ys ·1eather be t .. n f eatures . 
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e er typic~ ... <:harc...cter .., of th .... Ont"Jn~gon count1y t the. t. n(:n·1ctl. 'l"hey 

nte that p rit of mut 1 h l}fulne!}...- that e.rvaried he liv .. "' of ½. c➔ Sf'! 

minesund foes t in the e · rly clays of th1Q comrnunjty . I the 

of this type of 1a r ~. bet rted , cooperu ti v ci tj :,•,en shi p th .t On ton ~ -

n s b1flilt. It wa s a i:t:rr:: rovp of unlqu men th . t I 1~s p rr'.'1. t f d 1.10 

o c sually thro h th t f..ummcr of I886. 

ns to ho · .. uch cons i tP.r tion f or ·-r. 1nexpe r .need ,young men of 

n v r sa for he r... ie f iv ye .. rs h .fo , I ;r•r:i "Cd . H * 

tic victim of an ~mbition to io big ~,hings, ij thou . h&v jng t e ·bil1ty to 

trw1. nt th t nmbition ano bin t h n.;i s "'o . a s s . A .at do. Cb. r~nd l 1 .. r aul, vhe 

o ho ti.gree d o sha c-e bis g ·ire fo •tune in this r .mote and un ,re no c s&a.ing 

r nti ;r . pot v. r s 11 v int h t:.J I' ~uring y brie f r f d nce,bu~ t he 01, l •Ay meant 

hear d o:f her . But -:.'o-:- fl ~·ty t . o ye TS ;;If t he iv d n e, 

fte in pov rty d 
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bscurity she uied n her little sh i C~-< in liS I90I,a kin ly_.unheroic but f ~ th-

ul p1one r 10mcn . I rt1momber · i th le~.sure the nandy be, rded f c.1 c e of 

lhed eaus . I rec 11 hi inte rest ng and friendly convars· tions th h ·r 

hoice .imglish voca.bul!..ry. He o . ned n e.it d th'=.! On n gon ~.tncr . It ... <'! a 

· per born 1n 1855 i11 the exciting days of the ea. ly copper boom. d 

ad built a net off100 nd ins t",t llea ne · rint nr., e ui men t bl t four y r s bF;­

ore and was ct the t1rne publishing one of the authorjtativt;; jou n ls j_n tb 

1ning world . I specially re !erob r Ca pt in Capta in P~ k r. He · s jxty f~ve 

ears old th· t ~umm.er. He ·as onJ of the rug id 
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ed c . tizG.-ns and origin · 1 to · builaers of the pluce. Be as born :n le 

pshire 1n 182i c~nd by a strange turn of f a te s ... nt 1~ life o LlH!e uup­

He began h i 3 s~i 1 1ng c~re0r in 1844, hen he helped d g h:s r:rst 

vessel 11 T..'1e ,. ur Tradnrn over the l ong rou h port ge ;..t the r Soor ·.nd 

"1.n ·h 0 d h ... r in the vast peril ou5 :ater-! oi' L ke Superior . He became 

er m ster in I85o and •1 th ner dared every kind of in~ an, eath r,lill she 

ent on tho rocks in a terrible 0 torm off Eagle H·rbor . Anot 1er ship wa s 

a t t~e Soo "The Geo ge' For~' und he saileu h er for seven y~ars 

t oo N nt dovn in a f erce s torm. After 25 years on the Lake C ptn 

rker a his home an m· ny an intere ting t alk ve had . His 

on /1.lPc , in C"'pi tc of his picturesque p.20 ..:.ni ty a n a love of h' .. rd liq uor ·, s 

companion on th trout ::; treams hece bout • Arl{ in tho se d· y s the 

rt1ile If ~lt tha t Alec took advant ge of my ig-

nor nee f,nd inexpnr ien ce in the · rt to cle· n out the goou hol ~s h 1 , . o -
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it ouJht to be aone , yet .heu le re ch; home t:t :.n eary i:tnd 

cle"'n u up 1.1nu sat uown bef ore a pl, tter tile d hi h x:t l yer u on l y-

crisp _. oro n , t ende:;-p:t ana. ~;hie me · teo trout pr•~p· re by rs Pa ·ker 

In iun wc.>mau cook ., I coul do no thing but forgive · no forg t . But 

Bes ie Purker tha. t S<:.veu . y a ini :., t1·u tion tna t .. UrJmer by h r ona er­

inging voice n her r.ne ability a~ a choral o g n izer . fhat f rst 

olutely songless service , t,efo1 e Bess e kne . l.. a s in to n has hm1 in my 

ry like e1. night ma1e . But she an her g cup of oung ·omen ,ny of ho. 

t e angelic choirs abovE: a t thi..:J time , nade the !..um.mer . 1nging of the 

1ttle hitle church a 1oc~ l ;:,~ns""' tion . Besr).it: ... n er . y th .e 11 

e to the d1~t1nctlon th: t ye rs l at r· • he c.S one of ihe be,. t 

singers in Ch1c,"j.go . n .indy 1 ho 

le A ( ms in :nose 11 t tl8 hotel on .:..!~ in tr e t I a q te:-ed s i·1end-

,a f· Ole d t a lkative enough t o u~servt? his oubriquet . It ' · s in roo 

is ho tel on the -v~n · n of my a rr v· l , a t e r , uy a.l terna ting l i th gloom 



I 
nd gladnef s tr v. t I found my soul lifted ou of its ep es C! on an ~h~ ··hol 

rb story of the d ay f orgotten,by my fi-st vhiII of the sp• ing's love liest 

erfume s ·eepin to· ... ard me r; s I ~nt· r d tha t tiny room,from a huge dish of 

reshly picked tr iling arbutus from the n .ar by s ... n unes h1 ch were cov­

ring tht? old Catholic cnu."ch. 1bie · s a to' en o from the young 

ughter • I shall never forget the tnr ill I h d ,:.-f t th ~v f rst s ht of 

he exqu1si te beauty of' tha t arbutus ~~n 

ble delicacy of 1ts ;onderful oer fume. 

my f i s t cont c~ 1th the inde~crib 

Johnson 
ince. The young le1d.y' s grand f'l thBr /_ -:id 

I have n ever been t. e s . 

no . ark Beaubien ho 

ht hot t~l in Chic"' go ana haa come to Ontonagon in 1848. 

m n 

I '<.ish s ol'.!ie, one ould tell 1e n t Jee e <>f a delic t feature 

ld man past 80 . ho a t the iroe I we s here ran a s .. all dry goo c: tore on a 

e ding corner of _ -uin s tref-?t. He h&a a a c e th~t ook ~ lJxe Pope Piu X. 

1s name was Collins • He was a t1ue Spartan. Having no f 1 ~ly h liv d 1n 

1s store , slept on a cot under the counter ~rte nuts u.no fruit nd boasted 



'" th t he had n ver orn a su t of unuer · ear nor over co t inOntona on. He 

Greely <lno sa i d tht:t t Gre ly told hii.o or ~om one else t hat he am 

sidered nontonagon" the most be ::-i u t~tul word every pronounced by h ~ n t ongue 

I spent many a plea s ant hour i n the s tore ~;i th t h i s r a r e old convers tion-

11st , hose very sml 11 stock relieved him of the · nnoyance of any custom-

us. I 11sh too I mi ht me .t t h e s tocky built smoot h 

faced lumberjack who unde rtook to sho .. me ho v t n on en got thel summer 

'nison aga n s t hich there wL-s no l .a • V\ e a lke d miles i nl nd t o a d ry 

~ d dreary crunberry mar sh set i n a c ircl e of 11 itl es~ ine an som hard 

ood. We a rrived a t wha t h i den t i f e a s h i s favorj t sta t1on oo th r un 

ay across the bog ju5t as t he long t 1 11ght f aded i~ ode pd r ness and 

he star broke out :!n a r adi ance I never s "' ex cept over Onton gon. I ut 

Y mid.hight lunch ne~ by, ot my 1'1 lttl jnstruc t :f onr-: s t o 

ro ch of a buck fl :!)ejng f r om e cj t <:: ent in one f ore t to 

0 r nct t h e lone lonely ai t i n g end r t ch ng b r.>g n. he 

th .. ibl · P-

thP. cover of th 

pooky stillness 
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s awful and bro· n no~r an th n by strt:-.nge muff led ur..1. ~al ~ounds from the 

citc11ng forests. A spell of buck ague set in. ~Y teeth chattered nd ; t a 

not all due to the cold d mp a r of the bog• EleVf.;n o t clock c m and noth 1. 

thing happened, th .n midnight -n d one · no no t;hj ng on the run iy . 1th 

s11 ht change in the ·oft breeze clouds or fiery no-see-' ms s ept n. T 1 r 

as no escap • Th y burned like 1nvis bla s a rks. I spr ead the butter of 

Y lunch over- my f ace for nossi ble protection. It hard ned and h ·1 d the 

little pests . I g .. ve up pulled my bla nket over my h a d r- tre t ch d outone the 

ossy bog and 1as immedia tely asleep. y guide n r,i nd did ike is . 

0 ooner s leep than the ea rth shook 1:l th the hoof bea ts o buc rus jn 

by u and stopping to :}l'lOrt c i.-i lled us ... o our nees only to catch th odo 

d draft of the deer r l eeing a .. hot my partner c l c imed to h v h rd . I 

a a stinging disgrace ( 0 ( , e deserved tbe mercilP.s ... j i bing e ot hen 

! it as reported about to~n t hat a deer h a tramped on u s n~ gott n 



D v Bruce was a saloo . keeper ·~htJ: l ·:ys closed his plQce of nusjness bet ,e 

IO an 12 o'clock on Sund:. y mornings 1 n orue r that h1 s cu.s tamer n he 

1ight go to church. Th ~re wc1s nothe r saloon keep r who aid the s me 
th1n ' 

l at er gent P-man lv ys Nore a Prince Albert coa t · nd bl· ck kid 1 loves 

and g hymns ·1th more regard to vi gor th i ll tune . In s 1 te of my ersona l 

Us on him a nd oth r s of the profession in th thirteen s" loons doin bus-

ess here · t the time the name of my ,ell tires~ ea ha rer an 11 ot es ofh's 

r ternity have faded from memory. The hittling bench in front of thee 

loon sat on ,he \ ooden side ·alk (. nd ius my best pl ce or concentra t d pas­

or 1 calling on the ma.le population of the cornmuni ty an d I made con tant use 

~eas seats of f elloship anr gossip. 
But of cour e 11 as not courtesy 

fr i endship and helpfulnes ... 1th there s1loons n d the di sin th n ar 

I sh'll n ver forget the soirot ·n mi sery imposed unon some of 

body end mind by the hard li uo drinking an e~cesoes that 
.. oul • 

boaily s treneth,wa~ted their hard e rncd money and ruined thei 



t as here I first saw the horror SQ of delirium tre:roens tlnd the memory or it 

But never shhll I forget the response of these big heart d 

oodslllen to my friendly approaches. I was advised upon t rrival by Cap. Beaser 

to have nothing to {0 with this turbulent gan!},that made the n ' 6hts hideou 

en the drives came uown an payday came . An obstreperous group h stopped 

meeting a year or t\ ·o before. I sought thes men out in the c mps and on 

the drives & t 1 he Dalles an(1 "t t the mills. There he· rt;::; were a l ,ays easily 

eached \\here they saw kin ine<:!!1 , nd s1ncer1 ty in evidence. I have not forgott 

the fact th· t these same n_n sent a urse to the bo t · s I as le v:1ng f or my 

school and it wr: s about as much 1.s the 11 ttle churcr haa been · ble to e 

au summer long. The-re ti re m-- ny other characters that came in to my li f • 

..,r Nitterauer Wets a <..).u1 et t ai thful doctor ho wa .y r at 1. riend. I had clooe 

connection 11th him an lea rned to respect h:J s worth · n unst:lfi~hn es!-' 'nd 

often ocompan1 d him on errands here and there. 



'U> 
It was ol d Captain Beas er that bec·1me the ruoni tor of .v • t • He rt~ th 

on y eldt~r of the church . It was fortu:nat , for th r doubt., egr oul 
·o ..:.chicve mucn unity 

ave been <Jifficulty/in the session 1th morethan th Captain • e s 

~m ~ 1825 ~1th an ambition to be~ secon, C p~ in Cook . 

e r n a.way from home and shi ped out of · Bed.Pord on 

1 db'"' 

h ler n s ent 

our years in the Arc--ci~ -regions. I 
1n I848 

~s 1n hi- bloo- tn 1~n he c im to 
bet een 

. tonagon/ i t wasaa skip er- of a schoone .. th· t. he o ~rateu thi oril:. 

~ N -z an olc side h c r n 

that he bought. in Clev land. n sle ded oveJ."· f,he lon poi t 

e exploited silver prop rt!es 1 the o cupine 1011ntG"li 

i ns of silver i !88 I n . • Ee .Jae on ) of hf~ 0 

"1rst notary and e· earing in c::1 l tht, off .:.cers. H 
. h I fli:LO 

tyfe t lon; 

t th .oo. 

o _ . ·.p e · .o 

in the 

h -1 c.:! 
4 ...... 

friends nnd ·hile I never got cloC!t to the old man I . c lo. e enou h to 

as a stalwart type of cha-ractt~r ho g v 0 coo eration ·1 na loy­

lty to every good cause especi&lly to the Presbyteri~ n church h e . 
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:e was a man who met the rough and tumble situations of life with the 

rock ribbed conviction s that religion is an essential factor in every 
He 

:muni ty and worth all it co~ ,be longea to t. c."'- t ce t in gr-oup of m n h:ich 

ank Goe.. ·e find in every eoruu:un1 ty, • Tney r e t .en ho her v r t hey 

· h th c·m · ·:rong conviction. o~ ich ~hey r e not c.h m 0 

' lch no oppo i tion can c i · turb. 1"·bey · r o convictions a bou r i ht n 

iong, about mann~rs ano ora ls"c..uout r?om .... l e, '""chool · d c hurch l i f' nn 

ins titution~ an mov~rents orthe hi he .el re of th com _jty 

•ithou.t ,,hi ch no comniu..TJi y Ccin rn e . 1 .. ~oc i 1 obli a tions to h u ni ty or 

ntain a ch :i.r acte r of · :i ··h i ►: ch· 1 n . 111 b ud . 

oral pionPer ~ n . I kno t he ttat a in connection 1th t h1 

Th re · r e .. ?h 1 t i e 

uiet but eff ct-

he l&aa.ership :in t.hi s r e gior.. ill b hard tm f1n • ut I hope t h t r . 

in h1 s next a o it.:i n oru 1_1i. On oz· r;on Count Y 111 add ch er 

l1nr. in his o· r: fine h! .:,; to:rie l ~ ann r j th · e en n om n ho have s t 

Yed he mor·~1e :...nc · 1* nt· 1·n _., ~ ,._, I C:• U 
s ii ... 1 1.d 11 of thi . co .unity. 



0 

~?-
geneJ·all y und erval u th 1 gnificance of hi"· tori ca l perio s h 11 

e earlier stag ove opemen as a nation. of OU d 1 t e do not ur 

ly the meaning of th fo ces , the movements, the p~r- on 1 char· ct h 

bs cur1 y nd privntions of pione0r days . t h n 
rk umi st th 

his y through the trackless forest of 
1
iscon in 

e mouth of the On t ona gon r j ver ,he v, a.s giving express ;,On to in 

iversal l~estlessn s 
tha t was s trirr.ing in the he'r s of 11 o our 

can P· oplc . I . • s n hour in American life pot •nt •1th 
h y i ht 

1bil1 ties • Eve ry body 

lope the res ource · o 

s hinking er e~tivelY ho 

our i'reat I nd gro ,,jng country,no ' for h 

Jen ere bre kin o 
oming to s elf c on ciou :.;n .:. · a 

eogr· phica l bound · rie ·1n a ll 

reat migra t1ons er 

he opening of the Er i 

on. 

c nal 

·i n 1 tion. 
rts of the country as they n v 

P opl e ,ere determined o go 

in 18'5 the tide started e 

cont 

l a c c . 

ctor . 

rd . 

or 

nul building t oo 

0 

r o 

fr 2 

n 

d 



000 mile~ of c nals ~i ,ere pro j acted :;tor '.S:h:! ch bonds er f lo ted, ho ' r 0 

v ere ever con!:,tr t cte • • e running The 1-l~ ti:Jn l l >1· 0 .h 

on to.u1rd the set tlng sun 
b 1ng 
c ·;p;. o oted by E.enry Clar l!an lbe 

njch sev ,n million ~e1e being wpen~y~na ov0r ,hi ch a con 1n ou 

... ?, ,._, v -1- 1. c i;.r.ns :..:iero a r;.y gon .;:, loaoe" • i th res.::t·1er.•~ e· i,n 1
• Aneri ~ l 

OV n . 

8 
1lao · t l.lpecula tiot thi · country ever s, 11 seized 

s t.:ommonw •a 1th~ • 
you "trucv 11· d ov e s 1:x:Cecn dlfferent co.:1 ·ny sy--t 

Soon you could riue from N 

Peter C ,r.;,J locomo t ve r·· n r ace ~~ i tha h r. e in B .. l t1 or 
the r-.ce 

t bee :ie .., pparen t ev n tho I th!. loc ol!ioti ,vc 10s t/beca . e ~ b 1 t l 

e moue of transpo.rting our res tlE:-ss peopl e nao no "r r v 
• 

1 

n 

r·, other s t i..tes inc u. 1ng ich n 
r I6 t i r.1es . Ill:i o1s os 

i th othe r . ub 11 c iroprov .,nen ts cos ting willions more, o 

l
·n !849 there ,,as not money enou h n th 

8 governor was :tnl ugur,lted ,..,, 

She voted I~OO mile~ of r 11.o· d~ co 1n 
11 0 



')... <f 
t te tre&eury to pay tho posta g on 1nv1t tions to the gues ts . 1 h.1 

pent millions on everal short 

But nothine stop ed 

lines 

the 

in t he c-xtre e !:lOUtr, ~rn 

weatward movement of th 

o t ... n o 

p opl , ho ' 

e terrifi a Boards of Tr.· de or the Ne · Englano ~t ates t 0 ry 

ineant, • F'rom !820 to !840 the popul~t1on in th no 

he Ohio d.n d e~ st of th .. isslpp i ppi increased 360 per c nt n h 

.,till hi~h •r on er . Tben too me, ere br 111'.1 ov li terary 

ctunl bounds , ml out of •h, t ha been a contempt1bl e / pov' ty of 

:named · C' • ~. rp"'"o""'ea. n Lon 
ere shamed thr~rc ci:tme Emerr.on a.no nann1ng un .u • 

hn Greenl eaf 
·ttier .._n j 

O 
her 111.ortal Americnns • .eb~ter bu1 t 1 

cod . C u.1· ro 

rful 1Uct1onary an,i ·1oraester bui t another ju. t - s 
Hora ct~ ~1 :i.nn beg n a ne\y d Y all over fl( 

CCi e aders ano rpellors 
l l ,.~ e r. ro t- e .J.D 

Sghool houses,~ cademtes f. nr co · ::~ "1 , , 

ious bo ies founo r new con.->cicnce 
nthu·-- i.t1~rn 

n unp~rr: llc.led mi'•::;ionarY e 
1 

., • • 

m i on and ina ugurated 
e t@·t church 

5 to th "ir o 1 

t ~ n~ ch pt r ;n 
IT ro _, c;l, V 



,.. 
~~ 

Gr t theologica l con tr1 ver si es 

11 the moral is ues of slavery 

s tarted , ne, philosophers ppe r d 

made the n t tion a ro · ·1th e "Y 

r, Richa rd Storrs ana othe r clerr,y;nen in the pulni t. , i i t 1 G· ri or, 

1 J ohn Brovtn <".nd :endel Phillips on the pl; tforn s o f t h 
coun ·y, 

..;,; 

1 r,Bra yont and Lo· e ll · nc'. othe poets f irlng the he rts 01 h p 

,illiam Hrmry Harri on 68 years old, the ninth pr sld nt of th 

s in th' V'h i te Hou s, fllcing one of the mrst f1nanci· 1 .n:I c · th 

e n fpr whi .h his predecescors J!.ndre Jr cJ·~on and VnnBur n 

oh Tyl r vice res ident broke all travel records en route to 
t wenty one hours ! 

iilliams bur h to Wash 1ing t on in it 
Our tot,.1 population was I7 million . 

t ry of State . 

ican Democracy with confidence to f ce 
h 

Tb Cl nn tion t s t hrillin 
is on~ the ,arc . 

t inly 

i h 

its ce t a in destiny nd as ri s lne I am s ur the r o 

conomic • poll tic, 1 n d mora l .-i th •· tron hoP ' · 

f 
c r, or v'as no-c t,,nyond 

p ny on the south shor e O vu. a· · 



1-, 
md finally I shoul d like to oall to th€ a ttenti on of this historic lly 1n _ 

roup someth ... ng ·.·hioh no anniversary of Ontonr~ gon t s past shot~la ·or 

is something that ought to infuse the ~hole occasion ~ith a·er1ou~ 

t . 

1r1 

ospher e . Thore 15 breaking throu gh the b~ickground of Onton gon, hi 0 y 

ething nobler than the virtues of which I ha ve j ust spoken. It dc3 lory 

er history and a met ning to her life. Tha t something shine 
v gery of the Huron tribes that deluged this Pdn:1.nsula i th bloo 1n 
ble toll or their fello r ed men the Onton~gon Chippeways ·hom th y f n 

tin uished. It shine~ through the era of cruelty Etnd blood that b 
ders and tra pers . ,,o•:e snares and s-oears robb~d the l ' nc of it f 

f e. It shines through th,, story of triwnphs an d f ailures of lon lY 

d iny mining groups in the deep sbows and fsol<1 t1on of tni" co t y . 

,1nes thr ught the ;-. tory of duped tnousands of ,nvestors 
ho . OU ht o 

uick thro'U'~h silver ; n c opper stoi::ks floa ced ea
5t 

an 
t 

. f bitte~r1ess and a depress-on ov r 
e losses made for an era o -~ • 

heroic devot ~on an~ s-crific 
~ ing I a m tulkinB a bout is the 

devotees who ~1th the 
tha t generation of r,_lig ... ous 

ho 

11 h 

1 or 

t 

1-



profit moti ~ e O th 
,~~ 

tr, c,er F '\;1 th the a burn~ng p· s~ion to bin 

t .rlbeo on t 1e · 11 ~nort~s, tho Chris t l n messc:-1ge o ho 

c .. c a r ;;hl l'1 S . no tri &l s pf lone ii th ~mazin,,. o 't1 t.,u e 11 th h d · 

nd discoverers . It ,;• s to ;1 • t1gnte t.he- s avagery of he Hu onr 

~ . .. . =..·.vrcr~ce es b1 ou··,1-1 t ,i0 ,,..n the , t L 

011, that they '",:..:- 1• f 1 o d \.,. k 1 t t' i 't t ~1'"'u o 'Il b o . . :.J"t c n o '. 1 s mys (\.. ,... ,.. l , , y 
'Il oth s by co 

line of Jesuit .. 1i ... 3ion r" es from Brebouf and GarniPr jn I63 / o 

In the a l most orgo tten annuls of' thi :.• northern cou ry no 

are mor e repl1.➔te • th stories of unbe liev:lble t.oll "'
nd ri11 n · or 

brill; C,4nt ·i th e.> a mples of un p· r·a lleled heroi sm "'
nd 

n ':f~ n 

per anent results of o · 11 thi d~votion were t gic~llY _n 
6 

ically flee ting 

bra.Vf:! 

and 

: nu noble 

h 
end oten m~r tyrdom and utter 

,eJ eune vas b troyccl . nu mul'dercd 

r 
~ t the c- t. 'k e . i th ~ 

0 • 1· f f tortur·,a a ... '-· · .1 e o · Kinan s~ ~a~ 
•i th boiling ,3 t er poured over hi s n"' rnd bodY 111, 

x 1nc io of h 

1:r bo u 

ho on 

hich 

0 



h .... 

one forth 

of 

0 
bj cct to har~..:.sb i ps suc.h ,is the h uwan frurr:G c ould no lo n 

to th
0 

~ornf ort an~ refineruen tr, c,f cl•'J' · 1 ·· z d lj • 

no i l i"', it ·lct f<-11 no lo · e1·e l..h men su.n r t J.~ 11 wu,,n :f cc 

1 c in the:i r long •, inter ,r,nde, ings in quest or fo d • 
'h 

J.,. l ove of p 

· bsolute t}1 

which ,.nima ted ;:,bem . 
A £ C 
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