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Tri-County Mayors Proclaim Today ‘Finnish Heritage Day’

In 1*53-1951. she did re­
search in Finland on the 
topic of Finnish Civilisa­
tion under a Fulhright Re­
search grant, and she has 
received Swards from tie

This scene photographed at 

Punkaharju Finland

is reminiscent of the rugged coastline 
of our own Upper Peninsula . . . 
and shows graphically the great 

similarity between our land and 
Finland's.

Finland’s Half-Century Of 
Independence. Cultural Ties 

With Upper Michigan Cited
Mayors in five area com­

munities have designated today 
“Finnish Heritage Day" by 
special proclamations.

The documents were issued 
by Mayors C. Fred Rydholm. 
Marquette: Theodore R. Matt­
son. Ishpeming: Clarence J. 
Trotochaud; Ncgaunee: Rudolph 
Kelto, Munising, and Edward 
Moilanen. L'Anse.

The proclamations honor 
the Republic of Finland 
which became Independent 
50 years ago, on Dec. 8. 
1917. after its parliament 
issued a dcclarance of in­
dependence from Russia. 
Strong and longstanding cul­

tural lies between Finland and 
Upper Michigan forged by gen­
erations of American Finns, are 
specially noted by the mayors.

It has been a year of fesli' 
ities throughout Finland and 
wherever Finns have emigrated 
— serving to remind the « 
of the existence, history and 
achievements of this heroic 
northern nation.

Finland became politically in­
dependent shortly after Ihe 
Russian Revolution, and th e 1 
Soviet Union was the first state 
to recognize Finnish independ­
ence. France. Sweden and Ger­
many followed.

When peace and order were 
restored after a bloody and un­
fortunate civil war, and Fin­
land declared itself a republic. 
Great Britain and the United 
States also recognized the new- 
ly-independent state and its de 
facto government in May, 1919.

Presidents’ Messages

SO Y ears . . . .

LYNDON B. JOHNSON
“I am greatly honored to ex­

tend the best wishes of all 
Americans to the people of Fin­
land as they celebrate their 
80th year of Independence.

“Finland has always occupied 
a place of honor among free­
dom-loving nations. This hardy 
people his shown the world 
what can be accomplished 
through self-reliance, equal op­
portunity for all, and a deep 
commitment to democratic in­
stitutions. Finland’s achieve­
ments have no! been accidental. 
They are the result of what the 
Finns call “sisu”  — courage, 
determination and love of coun- j 
try. The world has ample proof j

qualities In unusual measure.
“This anniversary celebrates 

an extraordinarily creative and 
productive half-century. But the 
future is brighter still. The 
a solid basis for future success 
In the task of bettering the lot of 
man. The people of America are 
happy to be associated with the 
Finnish people in this great en­
terprise. and grateful for the 
many Finnish contributions to 
the common good."

URIIO K. KEKKONEN
Although Finland Is only 50 

years old as an independent 
state, its political history goes 
back centuries. The country be- 

independent when it had 
already achieved advanced ma­
turity. Even as early as the 
13th century, Finland, which 

to be bound more 
closely with the Swedish re: 

being referred to and

; a separate ai 
• inhabiting i

derstood 
the peoplt 
separ-*- -

In 1809 when, as a 
quence of the Napoleonic 
Finland became a pa rt of the 
Russian empire, its autont _ 

clearly recognized. This 
autonomy included the 

’ diet, later its
monetary unit, and other char­
acteristics of an independent 
state. Thus, by 1917, Finland 

prepared to assume full 
responsibility for itself and its 
affairs.

“The first decades of our In- 
lependence were not without 
heir difficulties. But now in 

1967 we. as an independent 
look with confidence to 

the future. However, no longer 
individuals or countries 

concentrate on their own affairs 
and problems exclusively.

therefore in keeping with 
Finland’s national interest to 
seek in the years ahead — 
though conscious of the limited 
possibilities of a small state — 

ipport all activity which 
serves to promote general 
peaceful development and a 
sense of responsibility in the

“Without these conditions, the 
hopes of Individual nations and 
countries for prosperity and 
peace will be but unrealized 
dreams.

"To many, America has 
seemed a land of fulfilled

(Yhtyneet Kuvalehdet Oy and 
Valiolehdet Oy) which are un­
der joint management. They is­
sue a total of 17 periodicals, 
women's magazines, etc. that apt­

weekly or less frequently 
and have a total circulation of 
’50,000.

A few newspapers only are 
owned or directly controlled by 
political parties and

Fouricen newspapers appear
Helsinki (population 505.000). 

Four newspapers are published 
in each of the following towns: 
Oulu (80.000), Turipu (139,000) 
and Vaasa (47,000);

A Proclamation
W HEREAS The Republic of Finland celebrates the 

fiftieth anniversary of its independence on this sixth 
day of December, nineteen hundred and sixty-seven, and

WHEREAS thousands of Finns have migrated to Up­
per Michigan during the past century, where they 

and their descendants have remained to make their 
homes and to create a rich heritage, and

ryHF.REAS contributions of Finnish immigrants and 
* ' Americans of Finnish descent to the civic, agricul­
tural, commercial, religious and industrial activities in 
Upper Michigan have been numerous and significant,

D E  It therefore resolved that Wednesday, the sixth 
0  day of December, nineteen hundred and sixty- 
seven. is proclaimed Finnish Heritage Day In the 
Cities of Marquette. Ishpeming, Negaunee and Munl- 
sinz. aod in the Village of L'Anse.

. . . . O f F r ien d sh ip

Taimi Ranta Anion*: Top 

U.S. .Scholars On Finland
Dr Taimi M. Ranta. former, 

!y of Marquette, an associate 
professor of English at IDinoia 
State University. Normal. Is 
major rontr-.butor to the Finnish 
Heritage Edition of The Mining 
Journal.

Besides writing Ihe history of 
Finnish settlement in Marquette 
and Baraga Counties, Miss Ran- 

provided other stories 
Finnish activities in America 
and conditions in Finland lead- 

ig to large-scale immigration. 
Few could be belter qualified. 
A native of Marquette. Miss 

Ranta is a graduate of Mar­
quette Senior High School, and 
Northern Michigan University 
where she received a bachelor's 
degree with honors. She was 
awarded a m aster's degree at 
Ohio University, Athens, and a 
doctor's degree from the Uni­
versity of Minnesota. Minneapo-

m

Miss Ranta is listed in 1 
national Directory of Scholai 
Who's Who in American Edu­

cation. and Who's Who in Amer-
Women.
 ̂ is a member of 22 educa­

tional, w riters' and cultural 
ganizations, and she has writ

30 professional articles for 
izines and newspaper; 

Finland and the U.S. 
‘Kansakouluja Meilla ja 
a Takana," a Finnish-lan- 

guage textbook, was written by 
Ranta for use in Finnish 

colleges and universities and 
published in Helsinki in 1959. 

The University of Minnesota 
studying her doctoral disser­

tation. “ Finnish Civilization-' for 
{possible publication by its press 
of the work in English.

Besides being a prplific

writer, Miss Ranta deliver* 
many lectures throughout th* 
nation each year.

NMU Award

I.ast June, she was given dis­
tinguished citizens' award by 
Northern Michigan University.

In 1957, Miss Ranta was 
awarded thp White Rose of 
Finland i later bestowed 
upon Queen Elizabeth II of 
England) — which was th* 
highest award given a wom­
an in Finland.
She spends time each summer 

at the home of her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob  Rant*, 717 
Cedar St.

W. A. PARTANEN

Peninsula 

Served By 2 

Vice-Consuls
Persons of Finnish descent 

living in Upper Michigan — 
and immigrants more recently 
arrived here — are frequently 
involved with matters in Fin­
land which require the aid of 
vice-consuls.

Serving the public in this 
pacity throughout the Penin­
sula are E. M. (Matt) Laitala 
of Hancock, and Wilho A. Par- 
tanen of Negaunee, both hon­
orary vice-consuls, appointed 
by the Minister of Foreign Af­
fairs of Finland.
40 Representative*

They are among about 40 
such consular representatives 
of Finland in the United States 
and its possessions. Some of 
their more im portant duties are 
to  take care of the interests of 
Finnish heirs in estate matters, 
which involves a considerable 
amount of paper and other le­
gal work — all channeled 
through th* Finnish consulate 
office in New York City.

O ther duties include fur­
nishing information on po- 
litieal and eeonomlo condi­
tions in Finland, asstst Fin­

nish citizens with pass­
ports, and legalize docu­
ments to be used In Fin-

Partanen, who resides a t 5 
Croix St., Negaunee, was be 
in Keweenaw Bay, and is
graduate of Michigamme High 
School. For the past 10 years he 
has been an insurance sales­
man for the Lutheran Brother­
hood Life Insurance Co. Prior 
to this, he was in the grocery 
spies business.

A figure long familiar In Up­
per Michigan, Laitala was born 
in Ely, Minn., and is a gradu­
ate of Stout Institute, Menomi­
nee, Wis.

After being employed as i. 
salesman for the Northwest 
Paper Co., he moved to Han­
cock where he became general 
manager of The Book Concern, 
official publishing house for the 
former Suomi Synod of the 
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. At the same time he 

editor of the Finnish lan­
guage semi-weekly newspaper, 
the now-defunct Amerikan 
Suomitar. .

In 1961. Laitala and other 
private interests purchased the 
publishing house, and he be- 

ime its president.
He Is a member of the Mich­

igan Conservation Commission. 
*[*d served as its chairman in

America — especially at the 
end of the last century and at 
the beginning of this century 
— meant a “country of great 
opportunity" where only a 
man's energy and skill set the 
limits to his success.

"At that time a large number 
of Finns moved across the At­
lantic, and they and their des­
cendants have now established 
their places in the American 
community. I t is these Ameri­
can Finns whom I especially 
wish to great during the cele­
bration of this 50th year of our 
independence. I also want to 
draw  attention to the important 
part they have played in " 
development of the friendly 
lations between our two cc 
tries. Contact between Finland 
and the United States, which 
now occurring on a broader 
basis, has made American ac­
complishments available to us. 
while we, at the same time, 
have found new ways to intro­
duce our own achievements to 
them.

While I was visiting the Unit­
ed States in 1961, 1 clearly saw 
that Finland has many good 
friends in America, and I  sin­
cerely hope that these friend­
ships will grow in number and 
strength. .

“May I  ftlso use this oppor­
tunity to extend my greetings 
to all Americans and wish for 
them every success.”

Many Newspapers 
Read In Finland

nal* in Finland. The circulation 
of Ihe dailies per 100 inhabitants 

35.3 placing Finland eighth 
Europe.
Almost all the daily papers 
’* independent companies. An­

other special feature is that 
‘ newspaper companies have 

reds, even thousands, of 
shareholders no one of which 
has absolute control. The own­
ership of periodicals, again, is 
•"ore concentrated.

The biggest companies in this 
lin* ar* two publishing house*

Long, broken coastlines, heavily wooded, with a bracing 
northern air to stimulate visitor and tourist, Finland offers 
diversified opportunity for the traveler. Its wooded hills, its in­
spirational cultural centers, its educational system, industrial 
lands, all are part of the greatness of Finland and the fulfillment 
of a glorious promise bom with its independence 50 years 
ago.

SSRVINe THE UPPER PENINSULA SINCE 1906 -  guALITV BEVERACES

H .W . ELSON’S BOTTLING C O M PA N Y
ISHPEMING . . . .  MARQUETTE
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THE HISTORY OF

ALGER COUNTY
By Reverend Leslie Niemi

bars largely maintained the Finn* tn Grand M irth.
Deerton:

Finnish people have lived In and around Deer- 
ion More 1890. Early settlers were Helkkt Pinlalnen, 
Albanos Makl. Herman Alanko. Severl Tuominen

Perhaps It was the 80 miles of Lake Superior
shoreline which attracted the Finnish people to 
Alger County. Whatever It was. with very few ex­
ceptions, every community in Alger County has 
many residents who can trace their ancestry to the 
tiny northern European country of Finland. These 
residents may be first generation Immigrants who 
still speak only Finnish, or they may be fourth 
generation youth who, for two generations, have not 
known the language of their forefathers. Yet, they 
may retain many of the cultural and ethnic values, 
although they, themselves, may be quite unaware 
of this influence.

Typical 20th century scene In Alger has been 
a smoking sauna on Saturdays in the backyard, rag 
rugs on the floors of a home, and a taste for the 
Cornish pasty.

The major employment of Finnish people In 
Alger County has shifted radically through the 
decades from timber to farming to papermaking or 
commuting to area iron mines and construction 
projects. Recent reports show that only about 50 
farms remain today in the entire county. Once the 
vast majority of Alger's Finns farmed the land.

The number of actual Finland-born county 
residents has greatly diminished today from what

Monislng:
In modern Mnnlstng which began In 1895, Katie 

and Hanna Backman. John Riihimaa and M att 
Lamplnen were among the first Finns. One of the 
most prominent Finnish citizens In Munlslng was 
banker John N. Korpela, who served also as rlty 
treasurer to r over 40 years. A Finnish congregation 
was formed In 1925. which 40 years later merged 
with a Swedish-background congregation. Yet today 
the Finnish ethnic group is one of the largest in 
Munising.

Woodswork attracted so many Finns to  Cliff 
Camp in 1901 that a temperance society, named 
"Taiinen Oksa." was started there.

In the late summer of 1900 a large number of 
Finns moved from the Cooks lumber camps to 
Cliffs Spur, located south of T rrnary. T hat fall a 
serious epidemic wiped out 27 settlers. They estab­
lished their own cemetery, which was dedicated In 
June  of 1901 by the Rev. J. J . Holkka. Early Finns 
to this location were Jaakko and Juho Koukkarl and 
Vihtorl Johnson. Most of the men were unmarried, 
living in boarding homes at $15 a month for board 
and room. The usual wage for a long, hard day’s 
work of cutting timber was $2, although some, who 
were exceptionally proficient, could earn as much 
as $3 a d3y.

Another large camp was located south of Win­
ters known as Mathias. When the timber became 
depleted a t these camps several years later, the 
Finnish people began to move to Trenary to farm 
the land cleared by logging.
Chatham-Eben:

From the same Cooks ramps Finns also moved 
to new ramps a t Dorsey. Sundell, Rumely. Dclm- 
ling. Laud's Spur. Cold Spring. Forest Lake, as well 
as Chatham. F.ben and Slapneck. In  all of these 
places the children, who spoke only Finnish, were 
enrolled in one or two-room elementary schoola

Mrs. Cart Chrlstoferson. in her paper on the 
beginning of Rock River Township, mentions that 
around 1905. Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company sold 
land in Rock River Township through Its represen­
tative. Henry Hildman. Being Finnish, he envi­
sioned the Chatham area as a Finnish settlement, 
and he advertised it  among his ethnic contempor­
aries in both America and Europe. Those who 
responded early were Peter Puustinen, Matt Wamp- 
pinen. Matt Maki. Matt Tervo. (last Koskl. and 
Paul Kojonen. Evert Holm. August N orgl Kastaa 
Lin tala and Matt Pantti also were early settlers — 
the latter owned and operated several general 
stores. Also among them were John Kampplla, 
Kalle Johnson. Samuel Lepparnakl. Edward Luoms 
and John Kaliio.

Hildman was quite successful In his dream, aa 
today perhaps 80 per cent of the Chatham-Eben 
area is of Finnish desrent. Some of the first Finns 
to the Rumely area were John Vastamaki. Evert 
Niemi and Otto Lalne.
Kiva:

A short distance from Trenary. Finns moved 
Into the Kiva area  In 1913 — among them Anttl 
Peterson. Henry Tuurl. Emil Vierikko, Henry Lam- 
pi and I-eander Peterson.

Obviously, it would he Impossible to recognize 
all the early settlers of Finnish _ background who 
came to Alger County. At best the aforementioned 
families are a beginning.

However, such is a brief account of the coming 
of Finnish people to Alger County; Finns who left 
their homeland to escape hardship, to seek adven­
ture and for other reasons . . . Finns, who. for the 
most part, left Finland before It became Indepen­
dent of Russia in 1917, which this Issue today com­
memorates.

Noteworthy of these stalwarts was Mrs. Louise 
Kamppinen, who until her death in 1966, was the 
oldest known Finn (105) anywhere In the world. 
A large number of youth of Finnish background 
from Alger County have been “exported” due to 
the lack of the county’s economic holding power. 
They have entered many professions and occupa­
tions and serve across the nation.

For example, in the 1950s Alger County export­
ed about 20% (or 2.014) of her people, many of 
whom obviously were youth of this ethnic group. 
Intermarriage of groups has taken place so that one 
can no longer surmise from a name a person's eth­
nic background nor religious denomination.

Alger County Finns are basically Lutheran and 
the 10 Lutheran congregations in the country are 
largely Finnish in ethnic background, with a  com­
bined membership of approximately 1600 members 
(or about 18 per cent of the county population).

The Finns have always beeii enthusiastic about 
cooperatives and as a result w herever they settled 
they proceeded to. organize one or several. Politi­
cally, in certain areas of the county where Finns 
are predominant, the  area is strongly Democrat.

A significant segment of the population of Fin­
land employs the Swedish language, 50 years ago 
during heavy immigration, and today. This resulted 
because Finland was a part of the Kingdom of 
Sweden for a number of centuries. We point this 
out because a goodly number of long-standing 
Swedish-language families in this county can trace 
the ir family to Finnish citizenry and Finnish soil. 
And thus we have w hat was known as the Swede- 
Finn. In  early years there was a  curious sensitivity 
as to whether one was a  Swede, Finn, Swede-Finn 
or a Finn-Swede. These Swede-Finns settled in 
most Alger communities wherever Finns settled, 
especially noteworthy w ere the communities of 
Grand Marais, Mnnising, Limestone and Chatham.

Dr. Armas K. E. Holmio's excellent book, 
“Michiganin Suomalaisten Historia” (The History 
of Finns In Michigan), published this year, con­
tains a review of Finnish influence in Michigan 
communities. I t is from this scholarly work that we 
have drawn some of the following information on 
the early history of Finns in Alger communities. 
Grand Marais:

In 1893, several dozen Finnish families came to 
Grand Marais from East Tawas in Lower Michigan, 
as a result of diminishing timber operations there. 
Among them were Matt Setala and Aleksl Ab- 
rahamson. They quickly established a Lutheran 
congregation, and a temperance society which dates 
back to a founding dale of November 8. 1895 and 
was named “Askel." Fishing, timber and tourism

This Page Sponsored By The Following Merchants Of 
ALGER COUNTY

TRENARY CO-OP 

TRENARY TAVERN
Norbcrt and Kate Weber — Trenary

TRENARY BAKERY
Trenary

HERB’S HOTEL BAR
Leslie Cady, Prop. — Trenary

TRENARY STATE BANK
Trenary

FINLAN’S RED OWL AGENCY
General Merchandise — Trenary

FLOYD’S SERVICE
Floyd and Ida Kaliio — Trenary

CEARU’S GROCERY
Grocery — Beer. Wine — Gulf Oil Products 

U.S. Hwy. 41 — Trenary

WHEEL’S GROCERY & CAFE
Lydia & Cully — tJ.S. Hwy. 41 — Kiva

LAKESIDE INN
Charlie and Eva Alto — Sand River

HAAPALA'S GROCERY
Ken and Joann — Rumely

I t 's  Been A V ery 
H appy  Association 
With Those Of Finnish 
Heritage In The Alger 
County Area.......

WE SALUTE THE 

FINNS ON THEIR

ELMER S SERVICE CARACE
Eben

THE NEW MOON
Robert *  Catheryn Weaver — Eben

UNITY CO OPERATIVE
Eben

RICHMOND OIL COMPANY
Chatham

CHATHAM CO-OP
Chatham

V & B CAFE & BAR
Vic and Berdie — Chatham

FRED S SALES 6  SERVICE
Chatham

|  & F BRISSON LUMBER & 
WOOD PRODUCTS

Chatham
CHATHAM BOWL

Harold L. Johnson — Chatham

LOUMA’S SERVICE
Tolvo and Clarita Luoma — Chatham Corne

OLD JOE’S TAVERN
Limestone

P.-H. SINCLAIR SERVICE
Eben Junction, Mich. — 49825 — Phone 439-3715

REV. NIEMI

About the Author
Rev. Niemi Is pastor of Eden L utheran 

Church in Munising, and he is a gradu­
ate of Suomi College. A native of Chat­
ham, Rev. Niemi has long been interest­
ed in the history of Alger County and 
he Is a charter member of the Alger 
County Historical Society.
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A r r iv e d  In 1638:

Early Finns Aided William Penn, 
Signed In dependence Declaration

The log cabin, the symbol of 
the American pioneer, was in­
troduced to this continent in 
the middle of the 17 century 
by the Finns, who built their 
log cabins and saunas like their 
forefathers in Finland had for 
more than 1,000 years.

The site of these first Fin­
nish log cabins and'saunas was 
in the lower Delaware Valley 
in the colony of New Sweden. 
Finland was a . grand duchy, 
governed by' the. Swedish royal 
dynasty since . the twelth . cen­
tury. but the Swedes tended to 
regard it as part of the king­
dom of Sweden:

One of thie ' major reasons 
why many Finns were induced 
to emigrate w»s$he practice of 
clearing forests and swamps by 
Finnish labor known as “ burn­
beating". Both Sweden's mar­
shy lands and' forested moun­
tains areas were unsuitable for 
farming until . the'-early Finnish 
pioneers in Sweden introduced 
this method of land 'clearance.

The method originally was 
sanctioned by t^e Swedish gov­
ernment in these areas which 
it had granted thenir but then 
suddenly law s were-passed to 
prohibit the practice, and a 
campaign was launched against 
the "forest destldying” Finns.

The Finns sought refuge deep­
er in the 'forests and mountain­
ous regions, existing on hunt­
ing on the survival level.- Severe 
laws had been passed restrict­
ing in state lands. So: the Fi 
were arrested for poaching. 
Sent To America

Destitute, large1 numbers of 
them worked in mines and on 
farms for a piltarfce, others 
were branded as . vagrants, 
which meant they swere de­
prived of all civil rights. The 
Swedish government issued de­
crees to send some of the Finns 
to America, to *he colony of 
New Sweden. For example, ' 
February. 1641. Governor 
Leijonhufvud of Nerike and 
Bergsiagen provinces (mining 
districts) was ordered. to offer 
the “forest-destroying” Finns 
free transportation to th 
lsh colony.

In April of the same year. 
Governor Olof Stake of Da- 
larna and Vermland provinces 
was told to round up these 
Finns and their families 1 for 
shipment. If these offers were 
refused, the Finns were to be 
ihipped forcibly.

Surprisingly enough, they 
ent voluntarily. In fact, thous­

ands more Finns than could be 
accomodated on the ships of 
the various expeditions to New 
Sweden begged to go to the 
colony.

The first settlement of Finns 
in America was the New Swed­
en colony on the Delware. 
where a considerable portion of 
the poulation was Finnish.

Willem Usselinx. a Dutch 
businessman, approached King 
Gustavus Adolphus, a noted 
monarch of the era of the 
Thirty Years W ar. and pro­
posed the establishment of a 
trading company with Dutch 
financial assistance. This com­
pany would colonize the lower 
Delaware Valley, in territory 
lying between the Dutch and 
English territories.
King Enthusiastic 

The king was so enthusiastic 
about the proposal 
pledged a sum equivalent to 
$400,000 to the execution of 

enterprise. The New Swed- 
Co., was chartered in 1627, 

subscriptions coming from both 
Sweden and the Grand Duchy 
of Finland,

The first expedition set out 
at the end of 1637. most of the 
funds as well as the leadership 
coming from Finland, 
principal figure behind the 
voyage was Klaus Laurinpoika 
Fleming, a nobleman whose 
middle name indicates his true 
nationality. The “Kalmar 
Nvckel”  and the “Fogel Grip” 
sailed up the Delaware in the 
spring of 1638 to the site of 
the present industrial city of 
Wilmington.

Admiral Fleming remained 
the directing head of the com­
pany until his death in 1644.

Land along both banks of the 
Delaware River as far up as 
the Schuylkill, at the present 
site of Philadelphia, was pur­
chased from the Indians. Later 
the land purchases were ex­
tended, partly east of the river 
to include parts of New Jersey 
but mostly southward to in- 

Swed- c'ude nearly all of Delaware 
and some sections of Maryland. 
Independence Hall was built on 
land that was once part of this 
colony.
More Finns Than Swedes

Quite naturally the question 
arises as to the proportion of 
Finns and Swedes in the colony. 
Various accounts show prejud-

the other. 
In fact for some expeditions 

records are available. There 
re. in all. a  dozen voyages 

bringing settlers lo the colony 
until it fell in 1655 into the 
hands of the Dutch, who held 
it for only nine years when it 
became English.

Despite conflicting ac­
counts we may safely reach 
a conclusion. On one voy­
age 92 of the 105 passen­
gers were Finns: in still 
another, possibly the last, 
all 140 immigrants were 
Finns. It seems almost cer­
tain that the Finns consti­
tuted the major portion of 
the population of New

Professor Nils Ahnlund. a 
Swedish historian, states that 

the first real emigrant to 
New Sweden. Peter Gunnars-

Rambo and his wife Brita 
Mattsdotter” came from Vaasa, 
Finland, 

ames Confusing 
Why did these Finnish set­

tlers come to America.’ We have 
only partial evidence, some ol 
it caused by confusion ol 
names, which meant that many 
Finns appear to be Swedes. 
From various records we find 
that many were involuntary 
servants, forced to emigrate 
they were “Burn-beaters” such 
as Anders Anderson. Israel 
Helme. Klement Jorans: 
Jons Pafvelsson, and Mans 
Jurrensson.

Some of tire free emigrants 
prospered highly. Israel Helme 
became a wealthy merchant; 
Ivar Hendrikkscn. a soldier, 
served as captain of militia un­
der English rule: and Peter 
Larson Cock (Kock) became a 
tobacco planter on the Schuyl­
kill River and was a leading 
settler when William Penn ar­
rived in 1682.

Penn set foot on the earth 
of present-day Pennsylvania 
at a place called Finland. 
Penn first settled In l ‘p- 
land. where the majority 
of the farming population 
was Finnish. When he 
founded Philadelphia his 
nearest neighbors were Fin­
nish and Swedish farmers. 
Rambo. Cock, and others. 
For over a half century be­

fore William Penn began his 
Indian policies, the Finns had 
treated these same natives with 
fairness and conciliation. And,

when Penn arrived Finns acted
as interpreters in the making . 
of his treaties.

In 1643 Johan Printz, ineleg­
antly krTown as “Big Belly”, 
became the third, best-know.

>st infamous governor of 
the colony. He was notorious 
for his harsh policies as well as 

uncontrollable fits of rage; 
even killed the bearer of a 

petition for the redress of griev- 
lces. Finally, in u tte r trepida- 
>n. he fled from New Sweden 

1653.
Meanwhile the Dutch com­

plained that the colonists of 
New Sweden were encroaching 
on the territory of New Nether­
lands. In 1654 Governor Peter 
Stuvvesant led an attack: one 
by one the forts of the colony 
fell. The Dutch offered gener- 

term s which were accepted. 
The Swedes and Finns re­

tained unmolested on '.heir 
. states and in their occupations. 
The Dutch allowed them a high i 
degree of autonomy in their | 
local afairs and urged them to j 
persuade more settlers to come i 
■ om Sweden and Finland.

Thus, there came lo an end I 
the old Delaware Colony of j 
Swedes and Finns, but the pop- ■ 
ulation remained.

Colonization of the Delaware 
Valley by the Finns did not 
cease with the last Dutch-Swed- 
ish ship of 1655-56. It continued 
for several generations under 
Dutch and English rule, much 
against the protests of the gov­
ernment of Sweden. Since a 
majority of the settlers were 
Finns, their place in the com­
position of the American people 
and their culture is secure. 
Finn Signed Document

Such was the case of certain 
revolutionaries. Marcus Jacob­
son. known as John Finn. < 
“the Long Finn." was one > 
the first rebels against British 
colonial rule. Late in the 18th 
century he was seized, whipped, 
branded, and shipped to Bar­
bados as a slave for inciting 
insurrection against the Eng­
lish.

Better known is the career 
of John Morton, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 
His ancestors came to the ole 
colony of New Sweden from 
Rautalimpi. Finland. The old 
family name was Marttinen: it 
was changed to Martenson, 
then to Marten. Martin, and fin­
ally to Morton.

He it was who cast the 
ciding vote in favor of separa­
tion from England. This most 
famous descendant of the Del­
aware colonists was also Asso­
ciate Justice of the Pennsyl­
vania, Supreme Court and mi 
ber of the Continental Con­
gresses of 1774 1775, and 1776. 
— (By Dr. Taiml Ranta.)

AS W E STUDY

W e like to take a panoramic view of the different 

areas of progress throughout Upper Michigan and we 

note the many contributions made in each of these 

fields by those of Finnish Heritage. It is at this time 

that we would very much wish to extend our con­

gratulations to these fine people for a job well-done. 

May this Golden Anniversary be a most pleasant one.

TRUST COMPANY

MARQUETTE

Member F.D.I.C.

Early Society’s Aim:

Holinio’s Michigan Finnish 

Historv 7 Years In Writing
By VICTOR MAKELA 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Negaunee

Finnish Historical Society

About 30 years ago, a group 
of Finnish men and women at 
Crystal Falls organized a new 
society for the purpose of pre­
serving Finnish history in Amer­
ica, called the “Hiawatha Area 
Finnish Historical Society."

A few years later other aux­
iliary units were organized in : 
this area, including one in N'e- j 
gaunee. The purpose of this i 
new organization was :o pre-1 
serve for future generations of j 
Finnish lineage, truthful and re-1 
liable history of Finnish immi- i 
gram s and pioneers of U pper! 
Michigan.

The first records of Finns in 
the U.P. goes back to June  23, 
1865, when a group of 30 men 
arrived in Hancock. However, 
they were not the first Finns 
in this country. It is a known 
fact that Finnish settlers started 
to build on the banks of Lhe 
Delaware River as far back as 
1642 This was 223 years before 
early Finnish settlers came to 
the U.P.

A little over nine years 
ago. the above named so­
ciety. with the aid of its 
auxiliary units, dedicated a 
large. 16-ton granitr monu­
ment. costing over S7.000. to 
commemorate Finnish set­

tlers and pioneer* of Upper 
Michigan.
This monument is located a t 

Crystal FaUs. The shape is tri­
angular with an appropriate in­
scription in English on each side 
with a two-word Finnish in­
scription "Muisto Suomenhei- 
molle” (In  Memory of the 
Finnish People) which honors 
those who were responsible for 

I its erection.
| Shortly after dedication of the

I
' monument, it became apparent 
this stone could tell but very 
iittle about the life and cultural 
activities of Finnish pioneers, 

i New Society Formed 
j  A few months after me dedi­
ca tion  (in October 1958). a new 
' nistorical society was formed 
to include all of the state; it 
was named the Society lor the 
History of Michigan Finns.

It was decided that the only 
way to preserve Finnish history, 
religious and cultural activities 
—which have been numerous— 
was to have a history written. 

Because of the enormity 
of the work to condense 
factual material from the 
great amount of Finnish lit­
erature—such as books, 
news p a p e r s ,  magazines, 
mmutes of organizations, 
etc., published in Michigan 
during the past 94 years, 
the board of directors se­
lected Dr. Arntas K. E. Hol-

I)R. ARMAS K. E. HOLMIO

mio of Hancock to write 
the history.
Holmio was history instruptor j 

at Suomi College, and an a u - 1 
thority on Finnish history. It 
took him seven years to finish i 
the work, done during his spare I

In June this year, the book \ 
was published in a Finnish edi- j 
lion by The Book Concern of, 
Hancock. The 640-page volume, 
entitled "History of Finns in 
Michigan," will soon be pub-' 
lished in an English translation. 

The translation is being made

so tha t present and fu ture fen ­
erations of Finnish ancestry 
Who speak, read and write only 
Engiish. will be able to enjoy 
this monumental work.

The author has been impar­
tial; he has put every church 
group and other numerous cul­
tural societies in proper per­
spective. He has done an excel­
lent job. although it would take 
many volumes lo give a com­
plete record of Michigan Finns’ 
great variety of activities. 
Minnesota History

We in Michigan were not the 
first with a Finnish history. 
Minnesota Finns had one pub­
lished over 10 years ago. Their 
second edition has been trans­
lated and is on sale for Englisn- 
speaking readers. Also, in sev­
eral other states. Finns expect 
lo have their Histories published

The main a.m of history pub- 
lisning among me Finns is to 
write the slory ol tneir respec­
tive areas, based on a diligent 
research of the facts.

Members o: the board of di­
rectors oi the historical society 
(with headquarters in Han­
cock), are:

Walter H. Salmi. Hancock, 
chairman: Dr. K. Koski. Iron 
River, vice-chairman; Rev. A. 
V. Tuukkanen, Laurium, secre­
tary; Reino Suojanen, Hancock, 
treasurer: Dr. George Sippcta. 
Detroit; E. M. Laitala. Hancock; 
Jacob Kilponen. Ironwood; Vic­
tor Makela, Negaunee: Dr. Ar­
mas K E. Holmio, Hancock; 
Helmer Peterson. Chasscil, and 
Frank K aario. Houghton.

The late John Kiiskiia, Han­
cock; Nestor Erkkila, Negaunee, 
and John Maki, Baraga, were 

I also members.

Selins Salute The F innish  People O f This Great A rea 1

On The
50th ANNIVERSARY 

OF FINLAND'S INDEPENDENCE

The Finnish people of this area have good reason to be 

Tery proud to share in the celebration of the 50th An­

niversary of Finland's Independence. Theirs Is a great 

heritage. A nation which commands the respect of all 

nations of the world. Small in size and population but 

great In vigor and apirit — or Finnish “ Sisu” as It 

sometime* is called. A determination to exoeU and suc­

ceed. The early Finnish settlers tha t came to Upper 

Michigan had “sisu" to overcome hardships and ob­

stacles and helped to make the Upper Peninsula a great 

place to live.

Selin's must have a lot of this Finnish “Sisu," too! 

Constantly growing, progressing and improving over the 

years. We are dedicated to serve you better!

Se£ lnA
“Headquarters for Fine Home Furnishings”

Serving Upper Michigan for Over 67 Years 

with Stores Serving 3 Areas in

ISHPEMING 

IRON MOUNTAIN 

IRON RIVER
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In 1892 there were enough Finns for them to 
have their own temperance society and church 
services. As the older Finns have passed away, the 
various cultural activities in the Finnish language 
have ceased. The congregation dissolved in 1963. 
There always have been teachers of Finnish descent 
in the schools; of the  seven-member school board, 
five were Finnish in 1961.

At the head of Keweenaw Bay Is L'Anse. the 
county seat of Baraga County. Its history dates 
back to the 1660's, when a  Frenchman. Father Rene 
Mcsnard, did missionary work among the Indians.

Finns began to arrive in L'Anse early, although 
their numbers were never large. They worked at 
the Smith Lumber Co., which was destroyed in a 
big fire that wiped out half of the town in 1896. 
L ater they worked a t the Marshall Butters Lumber 
Co., the Ford Motor Co. mill, on the railroads, and 
later at the Celotex Corp.

As long as there was logging in the general 
area, there always were some Finns at the lumber 
camps, keeping L'Anse as a sort of home base.

Tobias Hiltunen, the first of these pioneers, moved 
into an abandoned camp building. Several more 
families followed Hiltunen. and they named their 
new town Aura (meaning plow).

After the Pequaming mill closed, other fami­
lies came. In  1964 Aura celebrated its 50th anni­
versary.

In  1877 the Hebard & Thurberg Lumber Co. 
built a  large sawmill on the Abbaye Peninsula be­
tween Keweenaw Bay and Huron Bay, on land 
leased from a Chippewa Indian Chief, David King, 
lipon his death, the family sold the whole peninsula 
to Charles Hebard, who thus gained the rights to its 
forest. Henry Ford later purchased the mill and 
land, and activities centered around Pequaming. 
Arrived In 1880s

Herman Settled

In 1901 two Finnish Immigrants got off the 
train a t Summit and started to walk toward L'Anse. 
Their purpose was to inquire about some forested 
lands that supposedly were being sold at a  low 
cost. They and several others bought some DSSAA 
railroad lands, planning to cut the timber. However, 
the land looked as if it h *  possibilities, and they 
liked the environment, so they decided to stay and 
farm. The area became known as Herman, named 
after Herman Keranen, a  pioneer settler.

Across Keweenatv Bay Is Baraga, named after 
Bishop Frederic Baraga. The area was long known 
to the (French-Canadian explorers who first trav­
eled on Lake Superior.

Finns who settled In Baraga came because of 
the work in the large sawmill, which began its 
operations in 1883. the same year that the Duluth. 
South Shore & Atlantic Railroad extended its tracks 
to Baraga.

Finns began to arrive there in the early 1880s 
to work a t the mill and in the forests. By 1886 they 
had their own church, built of materials donated by 
the company; a temperance society was also organ­
ized. There were about 20 families in all.

During the Copper Country miners' strike in 
1914. Hebard sold cutover lands from the center of 
the peninsula. A group of unemployed Finnish 
miners moved the ir families there and began 
“stump farming.”  I t was on June 20, 1914, that

They also practiced "stump fanning,” first cul­
tivating around the stumps. They bought a few ani­
mals, enlarged their homes, built barns, and then 
brought their families.

Other areas of Finnish settlement in Baraga 
County include Hatton, Covington, Three Lakes, 
Keweenaw Bay, Pelkie and Arnheim. Many are 
engaged in farming, lumbering and business, and 
have made substantial contributions to the civic, 
commercial and cultural activities of the county.

Baraga has retained Its identity as predomin­
ately a Catholic community, but the Swedes and 
the Finns brought Lutheran and Scandinavian con­
tributions to it.

The Following Merchants Wish To

Salute The Finns J of Independence
DICK'S SINCLAIR SERVICE

L'ANSE
KENT’S TAXI & AMBULANCE SERVICE

L’ANSE

HILLTOP HOUSE
ROT. CATHY *  FRANCIS L'ANSE

BYRON CARKEEK
Tour Sinclair Distributor 

L’ANSE

JOE BIANCO PLUMBING & HEATING
L'ANSEBARAGA COUNTY MOTOR COMPANY

L'ANSE

THE SUPERIOR NATIONAL BANK 
& TRUST CO.

OF HANCOCK — BARAGA. SUCH. .

SHAFFER CLOTHINC COMPANY
BARAGA

B & D TEXACO SERVICE
Auto & Truck Repair 

BARAGA

ROAD TRAP BAR & HOTEL
RUDY HOLM BAR

NORTHWOODS TIMBER COMPANY
BARAGA

WILKINSON’S GENERAL STORE
BARAGA

MARTIN OIL COMPANY
BARAGA

PETTIBONE MICHIGAN CORP.
Subsidiary of Pettibone Mulliken Corp. 

BARAGA

MATT’S BAR
BARAGA

GULF SERVICE STATION
Gasoline Sc Fuel Oil 

BARAGA

WALLY’S TIRE SERVICE
L'ANSE

SWEDE’S BAR
L'ANSE

BILL’S AUTO PARTS
WM. A. PARKILA, Prop. L'ANSE

THE SPECIALTY STORE
Apparel For The Entire Family 

ANNA JACOBSON L'ANSE

COMMERCIAL NATIONAL BANK OF L’ANSE
L'ANSE

L’ANSE FURNITURE MART
Furniture — We Take Trades 

L'ANSE

BUCKHORN BAR
CHARLES & MABEL WILK L'ANSE

JAMES DUNN SHELL PRODUCTS
Dealer Sc Distributor O 524-3707 

L'ANSE

SUPER QUALITY FOOD MARKET
MAIN ST.

STANDARD OIL COMPANY
H. I. MOILANEN

RAYDON ELECTRONICS
RAYMOND & DONALD DENOMME

L’ANSE MOTOR COMPANY
L'ANSE

L'ANSB

L'ANSE

It is a sincere pleasure to salute those of 
Finnish Heritage on this festive occasion!
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Marquette County Forests, 
Mines, Railroads Provided 
Livelihood For Early Settlers
By DR. TACvn M. RANTA
The Upper Peninsula of Mich­

igan was divided into six coun­
ties in 1843. At tha t time Mar­
quette County was considerably 
larger than it  is a t present be­
cause it included parts of Dick­
inson and Iron Counties. After 
these other two were formed in 
1885 and 1891. Marquette Coun­
ty attained its present size.

With the exception of the 
Copper Country1, Marquette 
County is the oldest and largest 
settlement area for Finnish im­
migrants. First I t is important 
to realize that settlement in 
Marquette County was far 
from being largely Finnish in 
ethnic origins. Unlike the situ­
ation in the Copper Country 
where the Finns were among 
early arrivals — Canadians, 
Irish, French, New Englanders. 
Germans, and Swedes had pre­
ceded the Finns to the rich iron 
mines of the Teal Lake area.

Marquette was becoming s 
important iron ore port when 
fire destroyed the  business dis­
tric t and the docks in 1868. Re­
building was so rapid that two 
years later a record 856.000 
tons of iron ore left its new 
docks. But. in 40 years, the 
annual shipments reached

with shovel and Sheer physical 
power. Some of the  laborer* 
repaired the wooden structures 
of the ore docks in the winter. 
Hanging on in often high and 
dangerous positions in the bit­
te r  cold, with the wind cutting 
through them, was no enviable 
way to earn one's bread. More 
laborer* were needed during 
the summer than in the winter. 
So, many Finnish immigrants 
would have summer jobs on the 
docks and winter jobs In lum­
ber camps.
Rail Hands

Many Finns w ere railway 
workers on the line* that came 
down from the mines, and some 
on those tha t connected vari­
ous parts on the Upper Penin­
sula. Some were car repair­
men, some bridge and building 
carpenters, some right-of-way 
maintenance worker* or sec-

Not the least of the attrac­
tions of Marquette was Nor­
thern Michigan University, 
founded In 1899.

The Finns, ss * national­
ity group, have shown a 
great Interest in and respect 
for education. Though few 
of the Finnish Immigrants 
had had much formal edu-

A large part of this ore 
had been mined by the 
Finns, of whom It has been 
said that no nationality of 
comparable size dug more 
Iron and other metals out of 
the earth in th is country.
Over the years many Finns 

have been laborers on the ore 
docks of Marquette. In each 
dustry there was a hierarchy 
of jobs, scaled according 
wages, skills, physical e> 
tion and discomfort involved. 
At the top would be the super­
intendents. foremen, machine 
operators, and at the bottom 
were the many unskilled work­
ers. Since most of the Finnish 
Immigrants were ru ra l labor­
ers with little grasp of the Eng­
lish language, they usually 
tered this hierarchy a t the lev­
el of the unskilled labor.
Hard Workers 

Their bargaining power 
their capacity to do 
physical work. The mechanical 
equipment used on ore docks 
day was undreamed of in 
early days. The work of 
loading the ore cars and of 
loading the ore boats was done

cation they i iitera
American immigration offi­

cials reported that most Fin­
nish newccx vers could read and 
write. For ev.ample, between 
July. 1899, and June. 1910. less 
" two per cent o! those who 

14 or older neither could 
read ror write. During the 
same period, over 26 per cent 
of all immigrant nationality 
groups of the same age were 
illiterate.

Finnish immigrant parents 
made many satrifices to send 
their children through high 
school. Over the years a goodly 
number of students of Finnish 
descent have studied a t Nor­
thern Michigan University. 
Teaching has been a popular 
field of study, highly respeoted 
among the Finns of the Upper 
Peninsula. A number of profes­
sors at the university are of 
Finnish descent. The influence 
of the elementary and secondary 
teachers of Finnish background 
who have been graduated at 
Northern over the years, and the 
Finnish-Amerlcan faculty 
been far-reaching, especially 
since the college has been 
cultural center for as large and

i sparsely-populated
i the Upper Peninsula.
Within a dozen mile* inland 

from Marquette are the mining 
citle* of Ishpeming and Negau- 

The Jackson Mining Co.
__  the oldest of the iron ore
mining companies In the area. 
The Marquette Iron Co. was 
established in 1848, the Cleve­
land Iron Co. a little later.

Today Finland ha* extensive, 
modern mining operations, but 
at the time tha t the first Fin­
nish immigrant* came to this 
country in large numbers, min­
ing did not exist there as it was 
known in America a t the time. 
The Finnish immigrants, there-

except for some who had been 
miners in Norway and Sweden, 
but rather they were led into 
mining as a livelihood in Amer­
ica because it  provided avail­
able work.

Because the immigrants 
were such hard workers, they 
learned to do the new job well. 
Van Cleef, writing of the Finn 
as a miner, said that “ In ef­
ficiency in the mines the Finns 
rank close to the top. They 
make good timbermen in the 
underground mines, for they 

reputed 'c lever and ingeni- 
with axe and log’. Herein 

. may see the result of their 
centuries of training in the for­
ests of their native land. Their 
struggle with nature has also 
developed much resourceful-

‘The younger Finns coming 
to this country show a consider­
able proficiency along mechani­
cal lines. Some of them are em­
ployed in handling drills and 
other machinery requiring dex­
terity."

The earliest iron mines were 
surface operations in contrast 
to the copper mines, which 
bored deep into the earth. The 
physical strength of the Finn, 
heiped him endure the strains 
of mining. The men bored 10 
to 12-foot holes into the rocky 
hillsides with bore and mallet 
as their tools and their muscles 
as power. The holes were filled 
with black powder which, when 
it exploded, broke the rock into 
pieces of various sizes.
35 Cents Per Foot

The men earned 35 to 60 cents 
per foot for boring the holes,

car* and pulled by 
mules o r horses to the railroad. 
Often the land sloped down and 
the heavy cars traveled by their 
own momentum, with a man 
controlling the speed with 
brakes. The mules and horses 
then had to puli the cars back 
up the hillside to the mine. 
Many unfortunate accident oc­
curred when the brakes would 

way and the cars could 
dash down at breakneck ipeed. 
Another lource of accidents 

the premature explosion of 
the powder.
I*hpemln* Minin* Center

Ishpeming was the largest 
iron ore mining center. The 
Cleveland. New York, Superior, 
Marquette, Lake Angeline, B*r- 
num. Foster, Salisbury, and 
National Mines were all In op­
eration before 1880. If life in 
the copper mining communities 
was rugged, it was even more 
primitive in the iron mining 
ones. The majority of the men 
lived in house* which offered 
board and room, while amuse­
ments and conviviality « 
cared for by the saloons, 
was into these conditions that 
the first Finns came in the 
1870s. The first Finn in Ish­
peming. according to the Rev. 
-  Ilhonen. was Mikko Kanto- 

i or Kantola. He m ust ba 
ne before 1870 because 

daughter was born to him 
Ishpeming that year

Some of the Pearl St. saloons 
ere the first business ventures 

of Finns probably already in 
the 1880s. By the turn of the 
century, there were other Fin- 

business enterprises — * 
furniture store, confectionery, 
funeral parlor, jewelry store, 

general store. These soon 
followed by a bottling 

works, tailoring shop, oil com­
pany. mercantile company, and 
others.

Congregations were formed 
to care for the spiritual needs 
of the Finnish population. Vari- 

organizations with temper­
ance, preservation of the Fin­
nish heritage, or some other 
worthy central purpose were 
formed. Ishpeming's Temper­
ance Society was organizea in 
1885. Ishpeming’s cooperative 
store was opened in 1919.

Ilmonen reports that in 
the middle 1920’s the Fin­
nish population of Ishpem­
ing had risen to almost 3,­
000. The Finns had their
own rhurch. parsonage, 
hospital, and pharmacy.

being tvpical of the Finnish 1 ing). In the Dead River sands
, ' . . . .  - a..^ I*,, hillsides of Huroniettlements of

depending on the nature of the | There 
rock. The chunks were loaded I 154 w<

•sponsible 
city and county offices.
According to an undocument­

ed listing made of the Finnish 
population of Ishpeming in 
1907, 2,958 Finns lived there 

i and 1,- 
of sexes

___ employed as follows:
908 miners, 62 skilled workers,
45 business men, 30 fanners,
49 temporary jobs, six profes­
sional. 18 saloon keepers and 
helpers. And 156 were homeown­
ers, 42 landowners. Of the total 
group. 278 had become natur­
alized oitizens.
Thousands In Negaunee

Negaunee* Finnish popuia- 
on was listed in the thousands 

by Ilmonen a t the beginning of 
the  1920s. the earliest coming 

the 1870s. The first Negau- 
...»  Finn probably was Isak 
Hirvaskari. In the middle 1920s 
it boasted a lovely Finnish 
church, * good-sized Finnish 
temperanc* hall, a Finnish 
pharmacy, and many other 
businesses owned and/or oper­
ated by Finns. U nder the city 
once lay veins of iron ore, but 
in tim e as these lodes were ex­
hausted the town was so under­
mined by abandoned tunnels 
that many houses had ‘ 
moved to a new location, along 
with the Finnish church.

Near Negaunee and Ishpem­
ing there are a number of small 
communities in which Finns 
have lived in the past and 
where some of their descend­
ant* live today.

On the edge of Negaunee at 
Eagle Mills, a  sizable group of 
Finns worked at a sawmill. A 
few miles from Negaunee is the 
small iron-ore mining village 
of Palmer, founded at the 
close of the Civil W ar. Some 

till have their homes

i* time Palmer could 
population of which 90 
: were Finnish. In  their 

hands in large part wa: 
control of the schools, 
county offices, the fire and po­
lice departments, and most of 
the town's business establish­
ments. Near Negaunee

farm community, called Uusi 
Suomi or New Finland. Over 
the years, the people of Uusi 
Suomi have participated in the 
various cultural pursuits of the 
Negaunee Finns.
At National Mine 

Toward the end of the 
some Finnish families w 
Winthrop, a small community 
near National Mine, about three 
miles from Ishpeming. They 
have earned their living pri­
marily by working in the mines 
and on small farms. Many 
Finns also began their immi­
grants' life in North Lake, liv­
ing in the typical boarding 
houses (poikatalo—“boy house" 
' translation).

Gold was discovered in the 
1870s and 1880s in the Silver 
Lake area (north of Ishpem-

HAND in HAND

50
YEARS

TWO
GREAT

FACTIONS
If Is with utmost pride that we celebrate our 
50th Anniversary along with that of the Great 
Country of Finland. You see, this is also the 
50th Birthday of Lutheran Brotherhood, and 
we, too, are proud of our record, just as we are 
completely in recognizance of the tremendous 
progress of Finland and the fine people who 
make up the population there as well as here 

in the Upper Peninsula. Lutheran Brotherhood 
is now in the top 5 of all Life Insuranca Com­
panies in size with over $3 billion in force.

I Lutheran Brotherhood
un tm  m u *  waumncc tor luthctahs t h  »*■■■< >*» ...........

R.J. Seppala
GENERAL AGENT

Savings Bank Building —  Marquette

W. A. Partanen
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 

508 Croix St. —  Negaunee

hillsides of Huron 
tain. A Julius Ropes open- 
gold mine in the Ishpem- 

-re a  in 1881. in which he 
employed some Finns before it 

as closed in 1897.
Humboldt, Champion, and 

Michigamme to the west of Ish­
peming, and Republic to the 
south had their beginnings in 
the Civil W ar period and be­
came and still are a part of the 
iron-producing area of Mar­
quette County.
Champion Center 

The center of this area was 
Champion where the Champion 
Iron Co. began operations 
1867. Finns began to arrive 
Humboldt and Champion in 
1870s to find the typical mining 
town with hotels, saloons, 
boarding houses, and a church. 
The last institution survived 
rigors of a mining community 
for, in the 1880s, the Finnish 
settlers had their own church 

temperance hotel 
Champion.

By the eve of the First World 
War, the economy of the around 
Humboldt and Champion be­
came sluggish as mine after 
mine shut down. However, 
there remained a small Finnish 
settlement whose people were 
mostly fanners but w ith a num­
ber of them playing the role of 
storekeepers and motel owners.

Many Finns had come to 
work for the Republic Iron Co.
- •   Although the
community was a typical min­
ing center with its less desir­
able elements, this condition 
was offset by a better cultural 
growth by *1900. A Lutheran 
church, a  band, a school for 
children, a town choir, two dif­
ferent temperance societies, and 
an athletic club were the 
nucleus of this improved life. 
As usual in the period of de­
cline of old mining centers, 
more and m ere Finns turned to 
farming. ,

In the spring of 1869 
some prospectors from 
Marquette and Humboldt 
discovered a rich vein of 
iron ore along the banks of 
the Michigamme River 
south of Champion. Here 
there grew up the mining 
town of Michigamme with 
much the same history as 
Humboldt and Champion. 
Another center of Finnish 
settlement. its cultural 
growth followed the same 
pattern as the other towns 
reported. In the vicinity

which Finns found employ-

A survey of Finnish settle­
ment indicates that Michigan 
was the single greatest center 
of Immigration. Furthermore,

Anniversary 

Honored By

Congress
WASHINGTON — Legislation 

congratulating Finland on the 
50th anniversary of her inde­
pendence has been introduce by 
Rep. John A. Blatnik. D-Minn. 

“Finland and the United 
States have a long history

of friendship, going hack

Independence.'' B l a t i l l i  
said, "and 1 think it Is most 
appropriate for Congress to 
offer this salute to a great 
and respected friendly na­
tion."
Earlier lhis year, B lam k 

spearheaded a  successful cam­
paign to get Post Office Depart­
ment approval of a commemora­
tive stam p in honor of Finland's 
independence. The first-day 
issue ceremonies were held Oct. 
6 in Finland. Minn.

A dozen congressmen from 
throughout the United Sia'cs 
joined Blatqik as co-sponsors of 
' congratulatory bill.

the largest centers were in Up-1 
per Michigan, where the Ke-1 
weenaw Peninsula and M ar-1 U. S. CREDITS 
quette County had large Fin-1 Since the first Americas fi­
nish populations, and where : nancial aid 'the  Hoover Loan', 
contributions of Finnish-Amer- i  Finland has received a " 
ican culture were among the j  million j  
most significant.

A Pleasant 
Relationship

ON THE

50th
YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE 

OF FINLAND
May wc extend our hand in a 

most congratulatory manner 

and salute the Finnish people on 

this commemorative occasion.

Raraseth Furniture

A  S a lu te  T o  F in la n d !

and to the many friends of Finnish extraction 

who now call the Upper Peninsula home.

In its 50 years of independence, Finland has 
won a great battle, not only for its own recog­

nition, but for its social philosophy.
The housing shown here is marked evidence 

of the spirit of progress, the fierce sense of 

pride, the stirring love of home that has 
marked the Finnish race.

On this, the occasion of its fiftieth anniversary of its 

independence, we are proud to salute this rugged nation 

and its proud people.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
& TRUST CO.

Member P.D.I.C.
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MAY YOU BE CONGRATULATED 
ON A JOB WELL-DONE!

ALL OF UPPER MICHIGAN 

CAN MOST CERTAINLY BE 

PROUD OF ALL THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

AND CONTRIBUTIONS MADE 

BY THE UPPER MICHIGAN FINNS

We, In Gwinn, New Sanzy, and Little Lake, Join the Entire 
Upper Peninsula In A  Salute To Youl

Bacco Hr Sons Sinclair Product
Complete Body Kerries 

Gwinn

Cwinn Embroidery fir Lettering Shop 

Donald Nyquist
Standard Oil Axant 

Gwinn

Gambles
Antheriaed Denier Store

uwinn Insurance Agen 

C fir K Sales Hr Serviei
Sno-Sport Snowmobiles and Aeeoaoi

Gwinn

Mussatto’s Fuel Hr Supj
Gwinn

Joe’s Standard Serviei

Our Sincerest 
BEST WISHES

TO ALL THOSE of FINNISH  HERITAGE 

O N  FIN LAN D ’S

50th YEAR of INDEPENDENCE!

Peterson’s Restaurant
Pat *  Pete

Maki’s Foodland
Dertd M ail, Prep.

Gwinn

Gwinn State Saving Bank
Member F.D.T.a 

Gwinn

Gwinn Inn 

Dave’s Bar

Betty fi- Bob’s AfirW Drive Inn
M-35 Gwinn

Adamson’s Pharmacy
M-35 Gwinn

New Swanzy Launderette 

Froberg’s Clothing
Ooifetnr A Shoes for the Entire Family 

New Swanzy

Ghiardi’s Store 

Mussatto's IGA Foodliner
New a w eu r

The Home Bakery
New Swanzy

Rosie's Pizzaria 

Happy Hour Bar fir Restaurant
Vaw gwanxr

Sand’s Moving fir Storage
Bob Mattord 

Sands

Blake’s Zephyr Service Station 
And Snack Shack

Oennty Bend IU  — land*
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Suomi College At Hancock Established Over Seventy Years Ago
Boarding School Grew Into 

Institution For Liberal Arts
HANCOCK — "What great­

e r or better gift can we offer 
the republic than to teach and 
instruct our youth?”

Although this question was 
asked over 2,000 years ago by 
Cicero, Roman statesman-ora­
tor-writer, the same question 
must have been raised by pio­
neer Finnish educators and 
clergymen when Suomi Col­
lege was founded here in 1896.

For more than 70 .years, 
many of them rough ones, the 
college has educated young 
men and women.

Probably nowhere in 
America has the cultural 
bond between Finland and 
the United States been 
more apparent or more 
fruitful. During all of its 
seven decades. Suomi Col­
lege has stressed this bond, 
while a t the same time 
helping its students make 
the difficult transition 
from being Finnish immi­
grants to becoming Ameri­
cans of Finnish descent. I t 
has done this job well.
As early as 1890, Finnish 

leaders in United States—most 
of them clergymen of the Lu­
theran Suomi Synod — dis­
cussed the need for a college 
and seminary to train  young 
men to serve the church and 
the Finnish business-commer­
cial centers here.

The Church of Finland sent 
few pastors to care for immi­
grants, and centers of Finnish 
settlement needed persons, flu­
ent in both Finnish and English 
languages, to lead business, 
commercial and cultural life. 
Finns Literate

Long before the heavy wave 
of immigration had begun, Fin­
land had imposed compulsory 
public education on its citi­
zens, so tha t almost a ll Finns 
coming to America were liter­
ate, and felt the need for great­
er educational opportunities.

A college committee was 
formed in  1890 to draw  up 
plans for a school and to 
choose a site. Several were of­
fered; Superior, Wis., promised 
a city block and financial sup­
port, and the committee con­
sidered sites in Ohio and Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul.
Hancock •Temporary’ Site 

By 1896, church leaders felt 
planning had been carried on 
long enough, and they pressed 
for a site decision. The Su­
perior offer hadn't material­
ized, so it  was decided to lo­
cate the college, temporarily, 
in Hancock.

A building In the downtown 
area was rented, and on Sept. 
8. Suomi College, officially 
opened its doors. Twenty-two

youths enrolled, 15 boys and 
seven girls. The faculty con­
sisted of five (one of whom 
died shortly after being ap­
pointed) — the Revs. Juho K. 
Nikander and Joseph Riippa, 
and W. Burman, J. Holmlund 
and C. J. Barr.

The birth of Suomi Col­
lege had been difficult. 
The man who worked 
hardest to lay ground­
work was the Rev. Dr. 
Nikander, who served as 
Suomi's president from 
1896 to his death in 1919. 
He had traveled to centers of 

Finnish settlement throughout 
the country, to win support for 
the school. And this was hard 
to come by. Sponsored by the 
Suomi Synod, the college was 
sometimes opposed by other 
Lutheran groups; in other 
cases, only lukewarm backing 
was given. As with most 
fledgling colleges, lack of fi­
nances was a big problem. The 
founders of Suomi grappled 
with these and other obstacles 
for years.
Old Main Built 

One of the most memorable 
days came on Jan. 21, 1900, 
when the college dedicated its 
f irs t building on a campus of 
its own — soon tagged "Old

A faculty member many 
years ago described the build­
ing this way: "Old Main had 
everything — business offices, 
house mother and boarding 
students, kitchens, dining room, 
laundry, classrooms, faculty 
lounge and chapel.

" It pulsated with life. There 
was not an empty room. When 
Saturday came, everyone was 
busy cleaning. Even the men 
and boys had to clean their own 
rooms as well as help to clean 
the classrooms and to scrub 
the halls.”

Courses included religion, 
English, Finnish, arithmetic, 
geography, American history, 
general science, drawing, book­
keeping, music, physical edu­
cation and history of Finland. 
Later, world history-. Swedish, 
biology, botany, physiology, 
physics, chemistry and mathe­
matics were added. Most 
courses were first taught in 
Finnish.
Tuition S25

Operated on a boarding- 
school type plan, by 1906 a 
six-year curriculum was offer­
ed, four years of high school 
and two years of college. A 
year’s tuition was $25; room 
and board cost $2 per week, 
and books and other fees to­
taled $8 per year.

In  1906 commercial courses 
were added, which remained

one of the college's strongest 
departments. By 1945, of the 
1,500 graduates, 1,003 majored 
in the commercial course.

By the time of the death of 
President Nikander in 1919, the 
fabric of Finnish society in 
America was' changing: many 
U.S.-born Finns were begin­
ning to enroll a t Suomi, and 
the strong Finnish fibre of the 
institution was starting to give 
way to a  more Americanized 
pattern.

Dr. Nikander’s successor, the 
Rev. John Wargelin (who had 
enrolled in the first class a t 
Suomi in 1896), continued to 
ease the college into the main­
stream of American life. 

Accredited In 1920

In 1920, the University of 
Michigan accredited the Suomi 
curriculum; students’ could 
transfer to any state institution 
without taking an entrance ex­
amination. By 1923, an official 
junior college program was in­
augurated.

The same year, high school 
courses were dropped, and an 
educational upgrading program 
for faculty members was start­
ed. The liberal a rts depart­
ment was expanded.

Depression years w ere rough 
on the college; it  almost was 
moved to St. Paul in 1931. In 
1932, the University of Michi­
gan approved the junior col­
lege program, and tha t year the 
college established a  Finnlsh- 
Amerloan archives and museum 
(which now have over 20,000 
documents).

In  the late 1930s and early 
1940s, the Rev. Viljo K. Nikan­
der, Suomi president, pushed a 
vigorous expansion program. 
Over $100,000 was raised, and 
a new building housing a gym­
nasium, auditorium, labora­
tory, library, offices and class­
rooms was dedicated in 1940. 
Named Nikander Hall after the 
college's founder, the structure 
was located on a 60-acre par­
cel adjoining the campus, pur-

Finnish pioneers in Michigan 
left a lasting mark on rural 
a reas where they engaged 
farming, by founding a number 
of communities with distinctly 
Finnish names.

The largest of these is Kaleva 
in downstate Manistee County, 
established shortly before 1900. 
A Finnish land agent brought 
Finns together from various 
parts of the United States for 
settlement there. Some came 
from the iron and copper mines 
of the Upper Peninsula, or the 
coal mines of Wyoming, others 
from New York and other c"'

Pioneers Left Mark On 
Rural Area Communities

chased shortly before from the 
old Hancock Mining Co.

Enrollment dipped during 
w ar years, bu t during the post­
w ar period when the student 
body grew, rising costs were a 
major problem.
Seminary Closed

When the Suomi Synod 
merged with other Lutheran 
groups in 1957 to form the Lu­
theran Church in America, the 
seminary department was no 
longer needed, and seminarians 
were transferred to Maywood 
Seminary, Maywood, 111.

During the past 25 years, 
Suomi has expanded both its 
campus facilities and curricu­
lum. U nder President Ralph J. 
Jalkanen, Suomi has continued 
to grow. A fund drive is cur­
rently  in progress so tha t the 
college can better serve its 300 
students. They now represent 
widely diverse ethnic and re­
ligious backgrounds, and come 
mainly from Michigan, Wis­
consin and Minnesota.

Thus, a fter seven decades, 
the college — a legacy of de­
termined Finnish pioneers — 
continues to provide a  real and 
valuable service to the citizens 
of Michigan and the nation.

in the East where they were 
engaged in various trades and 
occupations.

The soil was very poor and 
sandy, believed by many to be 
totally unsuitable for farming. 
But today, it is prosperous com­
munity of some 400 persons. 
Its name is a shortened version 
of the Finnish national epic, the 
Kalevala.
Five In Houghton County

Houghton County has the most 
Finnish-named settlements at 
five. These are Tapiola, mean­
ing "Abode of the Bear” ; Askel. 
"a  steppe.” suggested by the 
topography of the area: Toivola,

“ Home of Hope"; Nisula, 
‘‘Home of Wheat,” and Paavo- 
la, named for John Paavola, 
owner of land on which the 
community was built.

Aura, "The Plow,” and Pel- 
kie, named for a pioneer family, 
a re  found in Baraga County.

Waino. the legendary name 
for the Finnish family, lent its 
name to Wainola, "Home of 
Waino,”  in Ontonagon County.

The Alger County settlement 
of Kiva was named for Sigrid 
Kivimaki, the town's first post­
mistress. and is derived from 
Kivi, meaning “Rock."

South of Palm er in Marquette 
County is Suomi, with perhaps 
the most representative name 
of all, meaning “Finland."

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * *

TO THE FINNISH PEOPLE...

A TIME TO  BE PROUD

1917 -  1967
We Extend Proud and Hearty Thanks to Our 
Finnish People. Your Efforts Are Great, Your 
Achievements Many in the Cause of Progress,
Prosperity and Enduring Freedom for One and 
All.

ON THIS, THE

50th ANNIVERSARY
Of Finland's Independence

W e Salute All Those Of 

Finnish Descent On Their 

Golden Anniversary Year.

ISHPEMING CO-OP
SUPER MARKET

Ishpeming

First
SERVICE l  •

* * * *

National Bank of Negaunee
5 Convenient Locations To Serve You 

Main Bank Downtown Negaunee •  U.S. 41 Drive-In Bank 

•  Republic •  Harvey •  Palmer

***************

71 Years of Faith and Education, adding to the cultural 

aspects of all those who attend or attended Suomi. For 

our forefathers, faith, too, was a fortress . . .  a constant 

source and support of the vision and courage that built 

our nation. This heritage of faifh is ours . . . faith to 

sustain us amid the complexities of modern living . . . 

faith to make our lives better, more fulfilling.

Suomi College
HANCOCK, MICHIGAN

YEARS...
Finland’s Independence

We Extend Our Congratulations 
And Salute

The Finnish People Who 
Have Given

Years Of Service To Our 
Community, In 

Making It Successful.
"MAY WE CONTINUE TO SERVE YOU"

'Russo’s Foodland
JACkSON ST.
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Logging Boom at Varkaus, Finland

The ring of axe . . .  the whine of saw . . .  are the sounds of progress as the great 
forests of Finland, under modem multi-use management, yield an annual for­
tune and a yearly contribution to the economic progress of the nation.

The annual timber harvest, running into hundreds of millions, for both 
export and domestic use, in a variety of forms, forges another link of associa­
tion between this doughty nation and our own Upper Peninsula.

We salute our friends and neighbors of Finnish extraction on this, the 
fiftieth anniversary of the independence of their mother country.

This Page Sponsored By The Following Merchants From:

® REPUBLIC •  HUMBOLDT •  CHAMPION MICHIGAMME •  THREE LAKES

A
h

k

Neal’s Body Shop

Pine Grove Bar
Republic

Hockings In Republic
Republio

Mr. B’s Town Shop
Republio

Nylund IGA Store
South Republio

Jim’s Shoe Repair
Republio

Republic Branch
First National Bank of Negaunee 

lember F.D.I.C. Republio

Memo’s Shell Service
South Republio

Ronnie's Bar
Republio

Clay’s Bar
Republio

Arola 7up Bottling Works
Republio

Republic Builders Supply Co.
Republic

Sullivan Bros. Store
Republio

Skytta'
Grocery i

s Standard Service
is Garage — Michigamme

Len Gardner
Tour Standard Oil Distributor 

Republio

Wixtrom Lumber Company
Witch Lake

Bob’s Mobil Service 
& Coffee Counter

F.S. Hwy. M-95 Republio

Pete’s Grocery
tJ.S. 41 Hwy. — Humboldt 

Double V Bar
Ann A John Kisling Humboldt

Koski Korners
Humboldt Junction

Mitch’s Motel & Restaurant
Humboldt Junction 339-2325

Chief W elsh’s
Jimmy: 323-6522

Maki’s Service Station
Jacob Makl. Prop.

Herb’s Cr Mary's 
Bar & Restaurant

Michigamme 323-6533

Andy's 66 Service
Andy A Anne Heilmla. Prop*. 

Champion

The American Legion 
Clubrooms

Women's Auxiliary 323-6602

Red Owl Agency
Dawson Carriere. Prop. — Champion

Skytta’s General Store
Arvo.Skytta, Prop. — Michigamme 

Service
Three I.ake«

u
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Ishpeming Kaleva Knights 

Observe 60th Anniversary
By FRANK E. BACKA

ISHPEMING — The Knights 
of Kaleva made several attempts 
to establish lodges at Ishpeming 
and Negaunee during the early 
years of this century, and in 
May 1907, Alex Kauhanen, a 
member of the Mass (Mich.) 
lodge arrived in  Ishpeming on 
the same mission.

On the evening of the 27lh, a 
group of Finns gathered at the 
office of Jacob Kaminen (who 
a t the time was secretary of the 
National Finnish Brothers Tem­
perance Association). Speakers 
at the meeting were Kauhanen 
and Dr. J. B. Bakkyla, member 
of Maja (lodge) 5 of Red Lodge, 
Mont. A number of persons 
showed interest in joining the 
proposed Ishpeming unit, and 
lodges a t Crystal Falls and Mass 
agreed to help in its establish-

Mildon Hall was rented, and 
by May 29, the start of the lodge 
here was underway.
Charter Members

Charter members Included 
Verner Nikander, John J. Bei- 
do, Heikki Nurmi, J. V. Carl­
son (Perttula), Otto Rundman, 
Isaac Ainali, Heikki Lukkari- 
nen, Jacob Kaminen, Johan Ko­
ta, August Moilanen, Mikko 
Skytta, Isaac Rintamaki and 
Paul Victor Honkavaara.

At the first meeting, held

June 2, officers were elected, 
and the first man to become a 
brother was Nurmi.

Skytta, the first lodge his­
torian, noted tha t a discussion 
was held as to what name the 
lodge would be given, and after 
many suggestions, it  was decided 
on "Taato.” This term was said 
to have been used by early In­
dians as a name for the Ishpem­
ing area.
Had Many Home*

E arly meetings were held in 
Heineman Hall, then removed 
back to Mildon Hall. In 1909, 
the Odd Fellows Building was 
used, and two years later, the 
lodge bought a building on the 
corner of W. Division and S. 
Pine Sts. from Dr. T. A. Felch. 
I t had originally been occupied 
by the T. F. & P. H. Donahoe 
Brothers General Merchandising 
Co., and was known as the 
Brownstone Store. The building 
was sold in 1957 and the lodge 
moved to the Northern Mutual 
Fire Insurance Building, Cleve­
land Ave. Two years ago, moved 
to its present location in the 
Vasa Building, 212 Cleveland 
Ave.

Oldest living member of the 
Ishpeming lodge is Abel Nieml, 
118 S. First St., who joined in 
February 1908.

A ladies of Kaleva unit was 
organized here Nov. 2, 1907.

Negaunee Kaleva Lodge 
Formed 58 Years Ago
NEGAUNEE — Over 58 years 

ago, Finns in the Negaunee 
area gathered in Ishpeming and 
formed Knights of Kaleva Lodge 
33.

The lodge was formed with 
the aid of Knights of Kaleva 
Ishpeming Lodge no. 18. at their 
quarters there. The date was 
the 15-17 and 22nd of May. 1909. 
Charter members were William 
Laine, Emil Aho, Joseph Ikkela, 
Charles Simo, Emil Jyskila, 
Victor Heikkila, John Ollila, 
Frank Peterson. Jacob Soofgren, 
Frank Jarvi, Emil Makeli and 
John Enberg.

After the Lodge was organiz­
ed, the meetings were held in 
Baulson Hall in Negaunee until 
1913. From 1913 to 1918 the meet­
ings were held a t the Odd Fel­
lows Hall. From 1918 to 1963 
in the Finnish Temperance Hall 
on the corner of Case St. and 
Healy Ave.

In 1933 this hall was purchased

by the lodge from ‘he Temper­
ance Society. After a large scale 
repair job on the building, it 
served the Knights and Ladies 
of Kaleva as a home and re­
creation center for 30 years. But 
in October 1963 this hall was sold 
to the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Co., 
because the caveins caused by 
underground mines were getting 
dangerously close.
Tresent Hall Purchased 

During August 1965, Negaunee 
K. of K. Lodge No. 33 purchased 
a building on the corner of 
Croix St. and Baldwin Ave. AI- 
thought not as large as the 
former Kaleva Hall, the re­
modeling refitted it to serve the 
present needs of the Knights 
and Ladies very well.

The Negaunee lodge has 
members from Marquette, 
Palmer, Gwinn and other

It has been one of the most 
active lodges in the brotherhood.

both in education and entertain­
ment.

In years past, the lodge had 
a men’s and ladies’ dramatic 
group and choir which was so 
well received that, they perform­
ed on many occasions for noth 
Upper Michigan and out-of-state 
audiences.

The Grand Lodge Convention 
was hosted by the Negaunee 
lodge in 1920.

The following members of the 
lodge have served as officials 
in the Kaleva Grand Lodge: 
John Beldo, Toivo Aartila, 
George Hepola, Dorste Roos, 
Sakari Lukkarinen, Frank Leh- 
tonen, John Kujala, Toivo Ne- 
vala. The only charter member 
still alive is Frank Jarvi.

Of the ladles’ group, the 
only charter members re­
maining are Mrs. Aino S. 
Lukkarinen of Negaunee. 
and Mrs. Sofia Koski of 
Lantana, Fla.
Officers of the Negaunee lodge 

are John Kujala. chairman: 
Frank Leivo, vice-chairman; 
Leonard Saari, secretary; Dor­
ste Roos, treasurer; Victor We- 
hmanen. collector: Eino Kivisto, 
chaplain; Emil Larson, arms 
bearer: Jalm er Pyykkonen. sen­
tinel: Abel Laitinen, elder; 
Henry Luhta, custodian, Frank 
Jarvi. seer, and Kust Makela, 
comissary. Roos, Kujala and 
Whemanen also s e r v e  as 
trustees. — 'B y Victor Makela 
and Dorste Roos).

EIGHT PARTIES
Eight polititical parties oc­

cupy the 200 seats in Finland's 
parliament.

TV’s ‘Finland 

Calling’ Tops 

In Popularity
"Suomi Kutsuu” — "Finland 

Calling" — is familiar to most 
Upper Michigan residents as the 
popular Finnish-language tele­
vision program shown each 
Sunday morning by WLUC-TV, 
Marquette.

Until a similar program 
was recently begun In 
Sweden. “Finland Calling” 
was the only Finnish-lan­
guage television program 
ontside Finland.
The variety program origin­

ated on March 25. 1962 as a 
half-hour show, and it imme­
diately became so popular that 
it was soon made an h 
show, and then it was givei 
two-hour run.

Under former manager John 
Borgan. first co-hosts of the 
program were Eugene Sinervo 
and Carl Pelonpaa, assisted by 
Reino Laine.

Tours to Finland have been 
sponsored by the show sim 
beginning.

Aim of the program has been 
to program a wide variety of 
music, interviews, films, scenes, 
news, and any performers 
and/or material highlighting 
Finland and Finnish-Amcrican 
interests and activities.

Others who devoted a . 
amount of time and talent to

getting the program started in­
clude Elma Ranta, Thomas 
Quayle, Mrs. Reino Laine, Pirk- 
ko Venetjoki and Helen Uusita- 
lo. Not appearing on set, but 
also active in the program were 
Ray Rytkonen and Vincent Sin­
ervo. cameramen, and Wesley 
Larson, engineer.

"Finland Calling,”  which was 
flooded with hundreds of let­
ters by enthusiastic viewers 
during its first weeks of exist­
ence. is reportedly one of the 
most popular shows program­
med by WLUC, and it Is car­
ried on both American and 
Canadian transmission systems.

M y s t e r y  L a n g u a g e

Finnish has long been labeled 
"the mystery language of Eu­
rope” because it is not related 
to any other basic European 
tongue. It reportedly originated 
in south-central Asia, and is 
related to Estonian and Hun­
garian tongues — all three peo­
ples coming from the original 
ethnic stock.

A sensational sports feature 
in Finland is the buried-alive 
contest. It already seems clear 
that Verneri ViiUos (an old- 
tim er at this pastime) has 103 
hours non-stop — and he is de­
termined to go on. To celebrate 
his 103rd hour down a t six-and- 
half feet level, twenty hot dogs 
were despatched to him by 
special tube. He is in walkie- 
talkie contact with the surface 
and his aides told me that his 
routine question is: — Hi. 
there! What’s up?

Osterberg Promoter 

Of Finnish Culture Here

[ Finland li

after receiving this 
was given a Citizen’s 

Recognition Award for her civic 
the Mar-

Came To U. S. In 1922 
Born in Viipuri (Vyborg) on

In
term s as president of 
quette Women’s Club, 
member of the Saturday Music 
Club, the Lake Superior Art 
Association. the Marquette 
County Historical Society, Lady 
Kalevas, and the Finnish and 
Swedish-American 

is also a 
F irs t Methodist Church.

For many years, Mrs. 
Osterberg has opened her 
home here to groups of sing­
ers, players, ballet dancers, 
educators and speakers from 
Finland on tour of the Unit­
ed States.
She has collections of Finnish 

glassware, weaving and tapest­
ries, and she has arranged for 
many exhibits of Finnish pro­
ducts and artifacts througout 
the area.

Mrs. Osterberg is the mother 
of five grown children. She re­
sides a t 224 E. Ridge St.

A brochure on cultural ac­
tivities and exhibits recently 
published by Northern Michi­
gan University had this to say 
about Mrs. Osterberg:

“The exhibition of Finnish 
arts and crafts from her com­
prehensive collection places her 
' the category of a connoisseur 
rather than a collector, as she 

dedicated student and sin­

cere promoter of all Finnish 
culture which includes perform­
ing as well as the visual arts of 
her homeland.

"H er first love is the a rt of 
Lasi or Finnish glass, favoring 
such designer craftsmen as Kaj- 
Franck. Tapio W irkkala, Gun­
nel Nyman and all artisans in 
their field.

"A s the most national a rt of

is textile  designing and
weaving, one finds her Ridge 
St. home floored w ith Ryilji 
(rugs) and hung with Takana 
(tapestires) from the looms of 
Eva Antilla. Murgarela Wil- 
landt. Eva Brummer and Mart, 
ta Tarpale — all master weav-

"To enhance her many table 
settings of Arabia Porcelain, 
manufactured in Helsinki, and 
rare  ceramics by Rut Bryk and 
Friedl Kjelberg’s Riisiposiunia 
(rice porcelain) she displays 
them with linen damasks of 
Dora Gung and embroideries of 
Larla K arttunen.”

Mrs. Helm! Osterberg. dressed in native costume, and seated 
the living room of her home, reads one of the many Finnish 

periodicals she has in her library. On her left shoulder is the 
Suomen Leijonan (Finnish Lion) presented by the president 
of Finland for her outstanding work furthering Finnish-Ameri- 

tics. — (Mining Journal photo).

YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE
We proudly salute the Finnish People for their efforts

FINLAND...
&

MICHIGAN...
• A GREAT COUNTRY . . .  

• A GREAT STATE

A survey of Finnish settlement indicates 

that Michigan was the single greatest 

center of immigration. Furthermore, (he 

largest centers were in Upper Michigan, 

where Marquette County and the Kewee­

naw Peninsula had the largest popula­

tions, and where Finnish-American cul­

ture was among the most significant.

We Are Proud To Be A Part Of Such A Great Team!

N E G A U N E E  C O - O P
440 IRON STREET

and achievements they have accomplished in the past 

50 years.

The Finnish history affirms this truth, from their hum­

ble beginning which grew with strength and knowledge 

over the many years.

Indeed, this is a day of celebration and recognition.

The Cleveland-Cliffs 
Iron Company (ishpeming)

NEGAUNEE
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Early Iron Range 
Lutheran Church 
Development Told
By MARTHA D. WILJANEN

of
America with the Bible, Lu­
ther's Small Catechism and the 
hymn book tucked among " ' 
meager possessions.

Coupled with strong physical 
stamina and a willingness to 
work, this deep need and rev­
erence for things spiritual mo­
tivated those early immigrants 
to provide their descendants 
with a rich heritage of faith.

About five years after t 
first Finns arrived in the Cop­
per Country in 1865, Finnish 
settlement was begun In Ish- 
peming and Negaunee.

The fitst known Finns ir 
Ishpeming were Mikko Kanto- 
nen, N. Majhannu. Matt So- 
derbacka, Abram Hirvas, Adam 
Kangas. and in Negaunee. Erk- 
ki Kivikangas, Salomon Hyyp- 
pa. Matti Gortz, Abram Boul- 
son, Abraham Humalalampi.

I t was the church which 
united the American Finns 
more than any other or­
ganization. The majority 
were Lutherans.
The archives a t Suomi Col­

lege in Hancock contain 
ute book which dates to 1867 
covering the organization of 
Lutheran congregation in tl 
Copper Country and the Iron 
Country, the members being of 
Swedish, Norwegian and Fin­
nish extraction.
Finns Majority

Soon, however, the Finns 
were the majority in the con­
gregation. Through the Mis­
sion Society of Finland, the 
Rev. A. E. Backman accepted a 
call in 1876 to serve this now 
predominantly Finnish congre­
gation. He not only ministered 
to Finns. Swedes and Norwe­
gians in their own language, 
but made trips to the Marquette 
Range to preach to his coun­
trymen in the Ishpeming and 
Negaunee areas and elsewhere.

Because of poor health Rev. 
Backman returned to Finland 
in 1883. He advertised in the 
newspapers there for a young 
minister who would replace 
him. Twenty-eight-year-old 
Juho J. Nikander applied and a 
call was sent to him. He left 
Finland in the fall of 1834 and 
arrived in Hancock in January, 
1885.

I t was through the ef­
forts of Rev. Nikander that 
systematized church work

was begun In Ishpeming in 
1885. It should be noted 
that Rev. Nikander proba­
bly was the most influen­
tial man in organizing the 
church work among the 
Finns.
When he> arrived in th 

United States there were three 
established congregations. Be­
fore he died in 1919 this 
ber had grown to about 145 
over the entire country, and 
most of the credit was due him.

About this time the Rev. J. 
J. Hoikka came to Republic to 
serve the Swedish congregation 
there. He had come to the 
United States in 1873 from 
Finland with the idea of doing 
farming in Minnesota.
Accepted Republic Call 

The opportunity arose, how­
ever, for him to enter Augus- 
tana College and later " 
Seminary at Rock Island, 111. 
After ordination and two years 
In Astoria, Ore., he accepted « 
call to Republic. He immedi­
ately began to work also with 
' ' wn countrymen and found- 
preaching stations in a ll of the 
Finnish settlements from Re­
public eastward across the Up­
per Peninsula. It was his as­
sistance that formal congrega­
tions were organized in Ish­
peming and Negaunee.

A Finnish Lutheran congre­
gation was formed in Ishpem­
ing in the home of Heikkl Huo- 
tari with the charter members 
being Huotari, Niila Majhannu, 
Adam Kangas, Alfred Liisan- 
antti. Jaakko Peattila, A. 
Erickson, G. Pesonea, A. Kor- 
pi, A. Hirvas, N. Niskavaara, 
M. Vaha, J. Jurvanen, William 
Maki, J. Bergvist, a  Elson, S. 
Kuuttinen, C. Carlson, S. Juu- 
rikoski, H. Ollila, I. Hekkonen.

The Finnish Evangelical Lu­
theran Church of Ishpeming 

ow known as Bethel Luther­
:) was incorporated Feb. 1, 

1887. Eight months later, on 
Aug. 8, 1887, the first church 
building was dedicated, 

egaunee Church Purchased 
In Negaunee minutes of a 

congregational meeting held in 
the spring of 1887 reveal the 
'  ‘ that approval, was given 
for the purchase of a wooden 
two-story school building auc­
tioned by the City of Negau­
nee, and bid for by Abram 
Boulson and John Mitchell. In 
’ ’ of the same year this 
building was moved to a lot 
which had been purchased from

the Cleveland-CIlffs Iron Co.
The Charter members of this 

congregation were Heikki Tava- 
jarvi, John Smedman, John 
Mattson, Kaarlo Metsapel- 
to, Frans Lehtonen, Matti Huh- 
tala, Jacob Ollila. Jacob Strom- 
mer, Oskar Field, John Lehto­
nen, Abram Boulson and John 
Mitchell. The Finnish Evangel­
ical Church of Negaunee (now 
known as Immanuel Lutheran) 
was incorporated Oct. 20, 1887.

Niilo Majhannu, chairman ol 
the newly-established church in 
Ishpeming, made a trip to his 
native land and in his ’ 
there became acquainted with 
the Rev. K. L. Tolonen, who 
had recently returned from Af­
rica where he had been ' 
sionary for eight years.
Rev. Tolonen Called 

Majhannu recommended to 
his congregation that a  call be 
sent to Rev. Tolonen who 
rived in Ishpeming in 1888, and 
served the church until 1902. 
Rev. Tolonen also ministered to 
the Negaunee congregation until 
1901 when the Rev. Otto Stadius 
became Its first resident pastor.

Some of the earliest Finnish 
immigrants who came to the 
Copper Country of Michigan 
from the northernmost part of 
Finland were members of a sect 
known by the name of Laesta- 
dian taking their name from 
Lauri Levi Laestadius.

In Finland they we 
bers of the Evangelical Luther- 

State Church. When the 
Lutheran congregation in Han­
cock was organized in 1867 the 
Laestadians separated them­
selves and established their 
church in Calumet. Lay preach­
ers directed the work until 1890 

the Rev. A. L . Heideman 
of Finland was called. Under 
his guidance the congregation 
grew rapidly.

The movement spread to 
surrounding areas, and preach- 

_ stations were founded in 
Ishpeming and Negaunee. The 
official name of American Fin- 

Apostolic Church 
adopted.

In recent years some groups 
ive removed themselves and 

have organized separate church- 
The original church 

goes by the name of Old Apos­
tolic Lutheran Church of Amer- 
' Presently there are two 
Apostolic Lutheran churches in 
Ishpeming and also two in Ne-

Even though public school

sory in Finland at the time 
of the great wave of immi­
gration, a  significant fact is 
that most of the people 
could read and write and 
felt keenly the need for 
educating their children. 
Neighborhood Sunday school 

classes were held in homes and 
instruction in the catechism and 
Bible history was stressed. As

ministers visited the area they
held periodic examinations in 
preparation for the rile of con­
firmation.

By the 1890s confirmation 
classes were held in the Ishpem- 
mg and Negaunee churches with 
students coming from as far 
east as Sault Ste. Mari 
Summer Schools Held 

In the early 1900s, summer 
schools were held for 
weeks during the 
months. Instruction v 
only in catechism and Bible 
history but Finnish grammar, 
music and history. Members of 
the congregations served 
teachers.

When Suomi College opened 
in 1896, many of the young men 
students spent their vacations 
instructing these summer school 
classes. The Rev. Matt Luttinen 
was the first seminarian to teach 
in Negaunee in 1901. The clos­
ing of the school session was a 
well attended and joyous event 
in the life of the congregation 
with its program, pi 
games.

The church not only promoted 
the spiritual life of its members 

also educated in such civic 
is as temperance and the 

promotion of traditional nation­
al events as Midsummer's Day 

Finland’s Independence
Day.
Church Ties Improve

During the early years 
mother church of Finland 

always interested and con­
siderate of her children over- 

The ties became stronger 
and the relationship warmer 
after the Independence of Fin­
land in 1917.

In 1954, formal recogni­
tion was given to the pas­
tors of the Suomi Synod 
with the presentation of the 
Bishop's Cross to be worn 
by the President of the Suo­
mi Synod.
The Church of Finland pre­

sented this cross “as a sign of 
the bond of faith that unites 
across the sea the congregations 
of the Suomi Synod to the moth- 

church in the homeland, and 
honor these pastors who un­

der difficult conditions have 
faithfully and sacrilicially giv­
en, in faith and in hope and in 
love, spiritual care to the men 
and women of Finland, living 
and struggling in that far West­

land, and who are thus 
transplanting the spiritual heri­
tage of the Church of Finland 
into the assimilating, rising gen­
eration of the powerful Amer­
ican nation.”
More Congregations Formed

' e congregations were 
formed it was felt necessary 
that an ecclesiastic union be es­
tablished. At a convention held 
in Calumet on March 23, ,

le Suomi Synod was organized. 
Nine parishes were represent-

<S« CHURCH, Page 1

6 Champions:

‘Flying Bietila’ Family 
Greatest In U.S. Skiing
ISHPEMING — Skiing 

been “doing what comes 
urally” for the Bietilas of Ish­
peming—a family which has 
supplied some of America's oul 
standing skiers for 40 years. 

Dubbed the “flying Bietilas,' 
ie six boys of this family of 

Finnish descent started bring­
ing home trophies in the mid- 
1920s when Anselm, oldest of 
' sextet, first entered com­

petition.
In succession, Jacob and 

Mary Bietila have sent 
Anselm, Leonard. Walter, 
Roy. Paul and Ralph into 
major skiing competition 
throughout the country, and, 
without exception, they dis­
tinguished themselves.
The Bietilas have ranged from 

the hills of New Hampshire to 
the mountain slopes of Washing­
ton, and have made all stops in 
between. They have entered 
foreign tourneys and have been 
members of the American 
Olympic Ski Team.

These six boys probably came 
>me with more trophies and 

gained more recognition than 
any other single family in the 
history of sports in America. 
Family Honored 

In 1942. the family, as a 
group, was honored by being 
presented the American Ski 
trophy, annually awarded by 
G. H. Bass & Co. of Wilton, 
Maine, to those who have made 
outstanding contributions to  ski-

To all who have followed ski­
ing. Paul—who met a tragic 
death following a skiing acci­
dent a t St. Paul In 1939—was 
one of the greatest 

He set a number of records, 
and in 1936, in Class C com­
petition. he strung together 
nine consecutive victories for a 
record which has never been 
threatened by any performer 
the country. He was also na­
tional boys' champion.
Distance Record 

Leonard held th* American 
distance record for a s> 
rider.

Their career was interrupted 
during World War I! when three 
of the boys served in the 
Armed Forces. Walter and Roy 
were chosen to represent the 
U. S. at the 1940 Olympic in 
Helsinki, but the meet was can­
celled when Finland and Russia 
went to war Walter was on the 
1948 Olympic team.

Ralph was the last Bietila to 
take part in active competition. 
After entering in Vets' Class 
national action at Iron Moun- 

Ishpeming. Eau Clair. 
Wis.. and Duluth In 1966, Ralph 
retired

“last of the Bietilas.” 
Ralph chalked up a career ac­
cording to the family tradition, 

n Olympic Teams 
He held the boys' national 

title in 1941 and, with brother 
Walter, he was on the 1948

Olympic team  in Switzerland. 
In 1950, he was a member of 
the World's Championship Team 
a t Lake Placid, N. Y., and two

More Books
More books are  published In 

Finland per capita than in any 
other country in the world.

Pulpwood. a leading export of 
Finland, has been called it* 
“Green Gold."

A record of 263 feet in 
Vets' Class set by Ralph in 
1965 a t national competition 
In Steamboat Springs. Colo., 
still stands.
What are the “ flying Bietila'* 

doing now? Leonard lives a t 
419 E. Ridge St., and is em­
ployed a t the Republic Mine; 
Ralph, 551 Jasper St., is an in­
vestment counselor: Walter, 
Iron Mountain, is an insurance 
salesman, and owns Bietila’* 
Sporting Goods in Ishpeming; 
Roy, 221 Hill St., is an insur- 

saleman, and Anselm, 
232 Hill St., is employed by the 
City of Ishpeming.

The Bietila's father. Jacob, 
died in 1941, Mrs. Bietila lives 

6 Davis SL

Paavo Nurmi Now 70

Vfan in a hurry some 40 years ago was Paul Nurmi, one 
of the world’s  greatest distance runners from  Finland, a t right, 
shown winning the three-mile race to 1929. Nurmi, now 7# 
years old. takes things slower now days, as indicated on left 

liesurely stroll through a Helsinki m arket place. Nurmi 
5 track record* during hi* career. (NEA Telephoto)

Finland's 
50 YEARS!
The Finnish people, whose Independence is 

celebrated on December 6th, are famed for 

their integrity, qualities and leadership in 

helping to make a community successful.

•

We salute them on this great occasion and 

know they will continue to be an asset to the 

community.

Negaunee IGA Foodliner
NEGAUNEE
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Over 40 Finnish Newspapers 
Once Published In Peninsula

Finns have long been among 
the world's most literate peo­
ple, and establishment of news­
papers soon followed their ar­
rival in Upper Michigan.

In fact. Finnish language 
newspapers and periodicals 
flowed from Peninsula presses 
n such profusion that many 
se re  destined to be short-lived. 
Between 1876 and 1858. no 
fewer than 40 publications were 
established, many of them In 
the Copper Country.

There were several dallies, a 
number of trt-weeklles and 
eml-weeklies, and many week­

ly and monthly publications. 
Arrived In 1864

Although the first Finns ar- 
ived in the  Copper Country In 
864. their numbers increased 

slowly until 1873 when it was 
estimated there were 1.000 In 
the Peninsula.

the Finnish population In­
creased a t a  more rapid rate, 
the  need for communication be­

ne urgent, and between 
'0-J879, five newspapers 
re  established; the following 

decade saw the birth  of three 
journals. During years of heavy 
immigration in the 1890a at­
tempts were made to begin 14 
newspapers, and another 10

slon with the Louisiana Purchase, and Is the 
tallest monument in the United States. It has 
also become the symbol of civic rebirth 
new vigor in the area's economy. — (Photo by 
Newspaper Promotion Yearbook.)

Eero Saarinen’s Unique 
Architectural Designs 
Acclaimed World Over

By JOHN ELLESTAD

"A tower should stand alone 
with light and air around it." 
The late Eero Saarinen of De­
troit made this comment regard­
ing the Headquarters Building 
he was designing for the Colum­
bia Broadcasting System in 
New York City.

The thought, however, stands 
as much for the man as for his 
building. Among the architects 
of this era, he was a tower of 
strength set apart by breadth of 
intellect and depth of dedication. 
The stature he attained in a sad­
ly shortened career put him 
among the Olympians of arts 
and letters — a height to which 
he came quite naturally.

As we track the rising star of 
his life, there emerges the unity 
of beginning and becoming of a 
g reat architect and individuals' 

The naturalness of the 
man Is perhaps our best 
clue to his thought and tem­
per. Even nature itself has 
a  way of producing a special 
breed who appear as epoch­
al catalysts in the  history of

government art and sci­
ence, and who have the po­
wer to bridge the chasm of 
abstractions between art 
and life. Eero Saarinen. It 
would seem, was born to 
architecture.
His father, El.el, was a pii 

eer of the modern movement 
who had the strength and inde­
pendence of mind to break 
the neoclassic style of his 
generation.

was the firm, benevolent 
master of a  sprawling studio- 
manor named Kvittrask s< 
the wooded Finnish countryside 
near Helsinki. In this pictur­
esque clutch of wood and stone 
buildings, the practice of archi­
tecture, sculpture, drawing, 
painting and weaving was ; 
tural part of daily life. It 
here, in 1910, that Eero

In Father'* Footsteps
Eero once said to his wife, 

"Except for a brief excursion 
into sculpture, it never occurred 
to me to do anything but follow 
in my father's footsteps.” 

Although the Saarinens left

Finland, Finland never left 
them. Father and son were pit 
ducts of a rigorous romanti 
past with a tradition of hard 
work and craftsmanship, and 
deep in their artistic mat 
was the national memory of 
horizontal plains and forests of 
verticals.

They also had sisu — the Fin­
nish word for a special kind of

and art critic: She is the 
recipient of a Guggenheim 
Fellowship Award, and is

New York Times. Her art­
icles have appeared In Vo­
gue, Atlantic Monthly. Read­
er's Digest and Cosmopoli-

nations of combinations. He 
the competition.

Unity was an overriding theme 
i all his work. “It strengthened 

my conviction that every part 
of a  building should be of the 
same-world.”

In all his work, be it a 
house or a skyscraper, there 
Is a deep eoncern for the 
effect of Uie building upon 
the people who will use It. 
As for Saarinen’s own plac 

in the history of architecture, 
there is no question that h< 
broadening the scope and sound­
ing new depths of design when 
he was suddenly struck down bj 
brain cancer in 1961.

Nor is there any question 
about his towering individuality. 
He followed no single school of 
architecture, nor was he limit-

‘Loglcal’ Design
But a thread of pure logic 

runs through every design. 
There was always the tirele 
search for the essence of a p: 
blem. and the wisdom to let the 
problem itself lead to 1h< 
swers. His work are as different 
as the problems they solve 

There is a  splendid variety

which he enriched the world. 
(Copyright 1965 by the

Hears! Corp.; reprinted by spe­
cial permission from House 
Beautiful Magazine.)

started during the first 
decade of this century'- •

The first Finnish-lan- 
guage newspaper in Amer­
ica began publication In 
Hancock. April 14, 1876— 
the Amerlkan Suomalinen 
Lehti.
Its publisher and editor was 

the Rev. A. J. Muikku, who 
also pastor of Finnish Lu­

therans in the area. The paper 
issued tw ice a week and 
four pages. I t suspended 

publication after a precarious 
three-month existence. .

Following the  failure of the 
Amerlkan Suomalinen Lehti, 
Rev. Muikku published a few 
numbers of a newspaper known 

the  Lehtinen, but this ven- 
■e also collapsed. The pio- 
?r publisher died the follow­
; year in Hancock a t the age, 

of 31.
Three Others Begun

Other journals to appear in 
the 1870s were the Swen Tuuva, 
published in Houghton.
1880; another Amerikan Suo- 
malalnen Lehti. in Calumet and 
Hancock. 1879-1894, and the 
Suometar, in Calumet, 1879- 

was merged with the 
Amerikan Sanomat of Ashta­
bula, Ohio). All were weeklies 

Three attempts of the 1880s 
ere Sankarin Maine in Han­

cock. 1880-1882; Kansan Lehti 
(Uusi Kansan Lehti), in Calu­
met, 1889-1890, and Tyomies, 
first published in Ishpeming by 
the Finnish National Tem per­
ance Brotherhood, and later 
moved to Minneapolis where it 
was merged with Yhdysvaltain 
Sanomat to form the  Amerikan 
Uutiset.

Most of the. journals founded 
in the 1890* were short-lived.

More noteworthy papers In­
cluded the  Kalevan Kaiku, in 
Calumet, 1890, then moved to 
Minneapolis and merged with 
Fred K arinen's Amerikan Uuti- 

t.
(The .Amerikan Uutiset, 

presently being published in 
New York Mills. Minn., was 

•ed by K arinen from Min­
neapolis to Calumet in 1893.)

Ino Ekman established 
Michigan's first Finnish 
daily In Calumet in 1891. 
The paper, known as Ihe 
Paivan Uutiset, and its 
weekly edition, the A’iikon 
Uutiset, survived less than

A strong temperance monthly 
appeared as the E aittius Lehti 

1892, and soon became the 
official organ of the Finnish 
National Tem perance Brother­
hood. Its circulation remained 
high for years, and In 1911 it  
had more than  7,000 readers.

A .weekly for workers and 
farmers was established at 
Iron wood in 1894, called the 
Kalevala. The same year the 
Kuparisaaren Sanomat made 
its appearance a t Hancock, and 
a year later its name was 
changed to the Amerikan Suo- 
malainen and was issued week­
ly until 1899.
Another Daily Published 

The second daily to try  the 
field in the 1890s was another 
in Calumet named the  sar 
the first — the Paivan Uutiset. 
Fred Karinen was the  publish­
er, and Kalle Haapakoski, edi­
tor. The paper was issued only 
a few times before being 
pended.

Probably the most n

able Jonmaltstlo effort 
during this decade was the 
founding of the  Amerikan 
Suometar in 1899 by the 
Revs. K. L. Tolonen, J. K. 
Nikandre and John Bark, 
and was closely associated 
w ith the  old Suomi Synod 
of the L utheran  Church. In 
1900 the church purchased 
the paper.
I t had strong influence on 

Michigan's Finns for decades, 
and, although it was religious 
in tone, it  carried a w i ' 
ety of news.

In 1958, the  last year of pub­
lication, the paper was being 
issued three times a week un­
der the editorship of the Rev. 
F. Y. Joki.

Calumet was the site of the 
third Finnish daily, the influ­
ential Paivalehti, established 
by Kalle Haapakoski '
In 1914. it was moved to Duluth 
and continued to be published 
into the 1940s.
Socialist Papers Appear 

During the  first decade of 
this century, several socialist 
papers w ere begun, including 
the short-lived Vapaasana in 
Ironwood in 1903, and the well- 
known Tyomies appeared in 
Worcester. Mass., the same 
year. In 1904 it was moved to 
Hancock, and later, to Superior, 
Wis.. where it continues to be 
published.

John I. Kolehmainen,-author­
ity on Finnish newspapers, 
called Tyomies “one of the 
most significant of the  Finnish 
working-class papers in Amer­
ica. I t was a very im portant 
force in Ihe development of the 
imm igrant labor movement.” 

The Finnish Socialist Feder­
ation was the publisher of the 
paper a t Hancock, and it  also 
published a number of other 
socialist periodicals there, 
and periodicals were published 
in Houghton-Hancock-Calumet

during this decadu. B id bar
many years following, Including 
... .  A uttaja. official organ for 
years for the  Finnish American 
Evangelical L utheran National 
Church.

One of Ihe m ajor long­
time publishers of a widn 
variety of Finnish news­
papers. books, religious pa­
pers, and other literature 
was the Finnish L utheran 
Book Concern (now The 
Book Concern) a t Hancock.
It served as the official 
publishing house for the 
Finnish Lutheran Church 
in America.
In 1914. it began an agricul­

tu ral magazine, the A ura 
(Plow ), which c i r c u l a t e d  
among ru ra l Finns for several 
decades.

One of the  most popular 
newspapers was the Valvoja, 
started in 1915 in Calumet by 
the Finnish Republican P rin t­
ing Co, I t  was issued semi­
weekly until 1958.

The Copper Country Printing 
Co.. Calumet, started the Opas, 
a Republican tri-w eekly, in 
1930, under the  editorship of 
Victor Burnam. It attained a 
circulation of 6,500 before fold­
ing half a dozen years later. 
Four Papers Remain 

A fter 1940. the circulation of 
most Finnish-language papers 
began to decline as later gen­
erations, often unfam iliar with 
Finnish, turned to the  English 
press.

Only four newspapers are 
published in Finnish in the 
United States today. They are 
the A m erikan Uutiset, issued 
tw ice weekly a t New York 
Mills, Minn., and serving Upper 
Michigan Finns; the  weekly 
Raivaaja, in Fitchburg. Mass.; 
Tyomies, in Superior, Wis., and 
the Industrialist, begun by the 
Industrial W orkers of the 
World (IW W ) and still being 
published in  Duluth.

: entire Midwest. The Amerikan Suonjitar. another once-popnla* 
• semi-weekly, was published In Hancock until It was suspended 
s several years ago.

oC an dm arL i in

Congratulations

FINLAND
on its

50* Anniversary
YEARS

Independence
1917 -1967

INDEPENDENCE
In fifty years Finland has 

righteously taken its place as 

one of the leaders of the 

world's countries. It is this 

heritage which justly de­

serves universal acclaim.

WE SALUTE YOU

in ”orS ' ,n' Y<,,k S '* ' '  i! * P™ * la n i lw k  „f „ 
“  s eark day? ■ ■ ■ Skandia also is proud lo be a community landma 

Ancest H ^  "1St0ry of servintr our man3% many neighbors of Finni

We join with others in a sahile to Finland's 50th Anniversary 
Independence, 1917 - 1967.

This message made possible by the

Ingall's Lumber Yard
Complete Building Materials 

Our Business Is To Save You Money 
Skandia

L&C General Store
The Welches 

Sinclair Gas A Oil 
Groceries—Meats—Feeds—Ice 

Beer—Wine—Liquor To Take Out 
Skandia

Hedmark Sales S Service
Homellte Sc McCulloch Chain Saws—Pump 
and G enerators—Complete Homellte Parts 
& Service—Harley-Davidson Motorcycles. 

Skandia

following Skandia Businesses:

Heath's True Value 
Hardware

TOYS—GISTS—HARDWARES 
The Complete H ardware Store 

Greenhouse
Open Sun. 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 'Hi Chrlsl 

Skandia

Kallio’s Grocery
Citgo Gas *  Oil 

Groceries—Beer & Winn To Go 
Skandia—U.S. Hwy. 94

Kellstrom’s
Groceries—Dry Goods—Garage 

Post Office 
Skandia

Skandia Snowmobile Sales & Service
Ski Bird — Bolens 

Milton Holman Distributor 
Skandia

We are proud to salute the 

people of F in n ish  A n c e s try  

throughout the Upper Peninsu­

la and all over the world at the 

time of their Golden Anniver­
sary of Independence.

May their communities con­
tinue to prosper with growth 

and io build a belter world for 
everyone.

THE

Peninsula
Member F.D.I.C.

Bank
Ishpeming
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Copper Country History Told:

Calumet Once ‘Capital’ For 

Thousands Of Immigrants

The Civil War brought about 
the influx of Finns to Mi oh 
pan's Cooper Country. At firs 
the war hampered the work for 
the Michigan copper mines. 
Young men were called into 
the service. Others went to Can­
ada to avoid the draft. As a 
suit the companies lost so 
of their best workers. .

In 1864 the Ontonagon mines 
had only half the normal num­
ber of workers and the Clin 
mines reported only about one- 
fourth the workers as at the be­
ginning of the war.

The Quincy Mining Company 
decided to solve this problem
in v way.

The Quincy was established 
In 1848 and digging was begun 
for copper from the north shore 
of Portage Lake on Quincy Hilt. 
Between the lake and the mines 
rose the mining town of Han­
cock which choose its first of­
ficers on March 16, '.863. mark- 
‘ing 1he organization of the City 
of Hancock.

A rival company to Quincy 
was the Pewabic which in 1856 
had discovered some rich amyg­
daloid veins which contained 
pure copper embedded 
lava.

In order to get more men and 
to compete with its rival. Quincy 
sent Christian Taftes, a worker 
in the local office, to northei 
Norway in the spring of 1864 
get skilled workers. Taftes w: 
especially qualified for this ta: 
being a native of Torniojoki and 
adept at both the Finnish and 
Swedish languages.
Finns Arrive 

During the same spring of 
1864. Taftes' recruits, number­
ing over 100 men. arrived. They 
were mostly Norwegians from 
the Kaafjord and Olten mines. 
With them were a few Finns 
and Swedes. This marks the be­
ginning of the settling of Finns 
In Hancock.

Taftes' visit to Norway start­
ed a veritable migration of 
Ruija-Finns. This was caused 
by the numerous letters which 
they received telling them of 
the work possibilities, the op­
portunities to get a homestead 
----- In general about the rich­
ness of the lumbering and so on.

To those reared in meager 
elrcumstances, this was a re­
minder of the experience of the 
Old Testament prophet who said, 
"Good news from a far away 
country 1* like, cold water to a 
thirsty soul."

On May 17. 1865, a group of 
SO Finns sailed from Tronheim 
with, the Quincy Mine site as 
their destination. Or. June 24 
they docked at Hancock.

When the Finns stepped on 
•hore they were met by local 
residents including Norwegians 
end under their guidance spent 
their first night in a Norwegian 
lodging house. The Finns wore 
well taken care of and soon ac­
quired work and lodging.

Finns and Norwegians ar­
rived so that by the end of 
the year 11865). the Han­
cock Finns numbered about 
5ft persons. During the fol­
lowing summers more Finns 
arrrlved from the Finnish 
town of Finnmark.
Finns spread to the are 

where the Quincy mines wei 
located—Franklin. Boston, Mes- 
nard. In Ripley, to the east of 
Hancock on the shore of Port­
age Lake, was located the 
Quincy Smelter 'kuparinhuuh- 
tomob

The Finnish immigr 
In 1870 numbered live 
dred and twenty-seven 
dred in 1900. Although many of 
these settled in Minnesota, the 
number of Finns in the Coppei 
Country grew fast. The destin­
ation of the Finns from north­
ern Norway and Sweden was 
usually the Copper Country of 
Michigan.
Early Difficulties 

The number of Finns in­
creased especially in 1873. 
However, these early years were 
not without difficulties. In the 
fall some of the iron mines n 
the Ishpeming area were closed 
end a large number left Idle 
came lo the Copper Country to 
look for work. As they had 
enough miners, it was explained 
the companies lowered their 
wages and used lower grade 
copper in their competition with 
other companies.

Lower wage factors and un­
favorable working conditions

Finns received a good start. 
Both the Laestadians and the 
the Suomi Synod had built 
churches, the temperance so­
ciety had its hall and the first 
building of Suomi College had 
been constructed.

They had become very active 
in the business world. One Finn 
was elected road commissioner. 
Newspaper and magazines ap­
peared and J. K. Nikander a.id 
.1. H. Jasberg opened a Finnish 
bookstore.

A Finnish hospital was es­
tablished in the spring of 1917 
but closed in 1931 when Dr. 
Holm moved out west.

Finns established various 
kinds of insurance companies— 
the first one in 1892. Because 
of the Finnish labor movement, 
thp churches, and especially Su­
omi College, Hancock was often 
named the Athens of the Fin- 
nish-Americat) Finns.

Calumet was known through­
out the world, sometime as the 
capitol of Finns in America. 
The population of Finns there 
was about 2.000. Because of its 
many cultural organizations, 
churches, newspapers, and such, 
it was often referred to as I he 
seat of activity. It was some 
time later that Hancock surpas­
sed Calumet's cultural pursuits 
with the building of Suomi Col­
lege.

Idest Business
The oldest Finnish business
i America was that of Henry 

Johnson & Son built in 1875. 
Many Finnish business houses 
opened later and in each of 
them was employed at least 
one Finnish clerk to take care 
of the Finnish customers.

Boston, near Calumet, grew to
i- a thriving mining settlement, 

with a mini * "
The town v

f the s.

used i y of t
move farther west. This exodus 
continued for some time. For 
example, when a boat sailed 
from Hancock to Duluth on June 
7, 1879. it was said there were 
a number of travelers, half • 
whom were Finns.

The only organized Finnish 
activity was the church \ 
divided Into ecclesiatical 
the Laestadian or Apostolic 
groups. The Laestadlanj did not 
announce their service jn the 
newspapers, but Rev. A 
Backman made regular 
nouncements In some. The . 
vices were held In a Fumisb- 
Norwegian Church, built In 18S7 
o." Quincy Hill.

Matt Fred advertised his book- 
with lodging.

Polk's Houghton Country Di­
rectory for 1899-1900 has listed 
the population of Hancock as 
4,900 ° f  this amount 457 units 
had Finnish names. It was rllf. 
ficult to know about the John­
sons, Larsons and others

At the turn of Ihe century 
the cultural IL'e of the Hancock

■cry quiet when 
closed from 1893-95, 
the number of Finns 
to 400. As a result. 

- the miners became 
farmers, opening up their own 
dairy, potato and strawberry 
farms.

Mining towns around Calumet 
and Laurium were Osceola, 
Wolverine, Centennial Heights. 
Tamarack, Kearsarge, Ahmeek, 
Copper City and Allouez. New 
mines then opened up in Mo­
hawk and Fulton. In 1900 Fin­
nish numbers increased to 800, 
many of these who had been in 
this country for 25 years. Cop­
per Harbor had a one-room 
school which often had a 
nish teacher.
Finns In Other Towns 

Dollar BSy and Ripley. ... 
Portage Lake, likewise had 

s living there since the 
dian Mining Company be- 
operating in 1864. They 
also employed by the Post­

age Coal and Dock Companv, 
Michigan Gas and Coke Com­
pany and Standard Oil.

Four miles east is Dollar Bay 
which was first settled in 1887 
and where many Finns worked 
for the mining company, floor­
ing mills, and so on.

Jacobsville is a unique Fin­
nish settlement noted for its red 
sandstone in the early days. 
The town was most active from 
1890-1910 when population rose 
to 750 with Finns in the major­
ity. In 1963 the population had 
dropped to 70. The town is still 
active with the Jacobsville 
Community Club.

Finns did not settle in Hough­
ton in large numbers. There are 
no Finnish congregations or 
temperance societies there and 
few businesses were establish­
ed by Finns.

However, many Finns are list­
ed among graduates or Michig. n 
Technological University. In 
1950, 60 out of a clars of 600 
were Finns. This doesn't include 
the Johnsons. Andersons, etc. 
The faculty lists a number of 
Finnish instructors.

Michigan Tech honses a 
so-called "Finnish Room" 
in which many meetings are 
held. It is decorated with 
Finnish art.
This room was arranged by 

Professor Bert Heideman: Tau- 
no Tervo, Consul of Finland, and 
Remo Suojanen, a Finnish an­
nouncer in the area.

Up the hill from Houghton lie

the two towns of Hutrlontown and
Dodgeville. The Finns in this 
area worked for the Isle Royale 
Mining Co. Dodgeville still has 
its Soihtu Temperance Hall 
which was quite active yet in 
1965.

In 1865 three young men row­
ed on Portage Lake until they 
came to the Slats River, after 
which they walked along the 
shore to the west. After walking 
for a mile they decided on a site 
for their homes. Jaakko Ojan- 
pera marked his choice then Os­
car Eliasson, and finally Sakari 
Hendrickson.
Slept In Rowboat 

They began lo build their 
houses, sleeping in ihe rowboat 
at night. After their quarters 
were livable they went back 
and brought their wives.

They were in the m idst of a 
dense woods. Because Ojanpera 
was the leader the area war. 
first called Ojamperg. Eliasson 
went to Houghton once a waek 
for the mail. As this was a 
rather dificult trip the post­
master suggested that they n- 
tablish their own past office.

The postmaster asked '.he 
name of the town and Eliasson 
replied that it was Ojanper 
The postmaster was a Swedish 
descent and couldn’t spell the 

ime and decided to call i t . i  
s first name Oskar.
Soon more Finns settled thei 
id farms sprung up as we 
i logging operations. The first 

teacher came to Oskar in 
The town was almost destroyed 
by fire in 1896 and in 1900 the 
lumber and sawmill were 
troved by fire.

While many Finns moved 
of the area, many remained and 

•e towns sprang up — 
Liminga. Heinola. and so 
The P'innish population spr 
to Redridge where the Atlantic 
Mining Company had b u ilt, a 
wooden dam in 1892, near Sal- 

ion Trout River.
Finns settled there, building a 

Temperance Hall and a church.
' town was called Freda 

and the stamp mill was owned 
' " Copper Range Mining
Company. Most of the Finns 
have since moved away from 
Ihe area.
500 In Trlmounlain

/ns of Baltic and South 
Range had sprung up — and 
later Trimountain and Paines- 
dale.

At the close of Ihe year 1890, 
Ihe area was still dense woods. 
However, due to finding rich 
copper lodes the Baltic Mining 
Company was organized in 1897, 
Ccpper Range Railroad :n 1899. 
the Copper Range Consolidated 
in 1901. Trimountain Mining Co. 
in '902 and later the Champion 
Mining Company Copper Range 
grew to be the largest, with 
headquarters in Boston and ’o­
ral leadership in Pair.esoale. 
As a result the Finns settled 
in these towns, established busi­
nesses. temperance hails and 
ffitirche* In HWTT5* fi?.t F r-  
settled In Trimountain and in 
five years there were 500 Finns

Some pronle migrated to­
ward Ontonagon where 
homestead land was avail­
able. In 1893 a few of the 
Finns received their first 
homestead permits. Travel­
ing from Atlantic nr nearhv 
towns was long and tedious. 
Travelers often slept in the 
woods as the men had to 
clear Ihe wav Ihmiigli Ihe 
woods for the horse and

The Rev. A. L. Heidemsr 
was the first pastor to baptizi 
children in Toivnla. He suggest 
ed Urhola for the name of the 
' . which meant place foi
those who surpass in courage 
" 1  bravery, for he thought that 

others but those with these 
attributes would venture 
that wilderness. Manv birth 
certificates issued in that time 
"  the place as Urhola 
Toivnla Named 

However, when Ihe railroad 
sssed through in 1901 and a 
ation was built, the town got 

the name of Toivola (place of 
hope i. Soon homes, a temper­
ance hall and a young people's 
hall were built. E ' -ctricity came 
to Toivola in 1948 after consid­
erable difficulty. In the fall of 
1936 a Worker's Alliance was 
established for the purpose of 
helping those with difficulty 
finding work. This died out 
when the war breke out and 
there was enough work. In July 
1964 Ihe 70th anniversary of the 
founding of Toivola and the

Finnish Historical Society 
celebrated there.
In Ontonagon Area

Forty miles from Houghton 
lies the town of Mass, formerly 
known as Mass City. Finns be­
gan to settle there in the late 
1890s. They establis'-ed business 
houses, a temperance hall, a 
socialist headquarters a n d  
churches in the area.

A few miles west of Mass is 
Rockland which was settled in 
1840. Finns were a minority n 
Rockland but they were interest­
ed cultural pursuits there.

Village Of 
Suomi 70 
Years Old
SUOMI — A few miles south 

of Palmer, half hidden „ 
big pines in the foothills of the 
Marquette Range, the village of 
Suomi straddles M-35 —

‘ Michigan's picturesque 
muni ties.

Seventy years ago, Suomi 
was founded by Charles War­
ner, J. Isaacson and Andrew 
Kultalahti, and lumbering and 
some farming were carried 

According to Mrs. Sanna K. 
Larson, a longtime resident of 
Suomi and area historian, " 
first school was started in 
K ultalahti residence ju st after 
the turn-of-the-century. John 
F. Larson Sr., another promi­
nent pioneer, built a sawmill ' 
1908, and operated it until 
1942.

By 1910, the community

several hundred persons, 
and a post office, under the 
name of L'usl Suomi (New 
Finland), was established 
with K ultalahti as first 
postmaster.
"This proved impractical, and 

several years, the office was 
discontinued, and the commu­
nity was served from the Pal­
mer Post Office," Mrs. Larson 
said. "Since 1945, the post of­
fice address for Suomi has been 
a Negaunee rural route."

A Finnish Evangelical Lu­
theran congregation was or­
ganized in March 1910 by the 
Rev. Saaranen, and the present 
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church

w aj erected Shortly after, Mrs. 
Larson recalled.

A few years after classes 
were held In the K ultalahti 
residence, a one-room school 
was built. However, it 
closed in 1930, and the pupils 
transported to Palmer.

Suomi's population has 
mained about the same 
the years, with some growth 
recently, and a few residents 
still gain a livelihood as woods- 
workers; others work in m 
by communities, and with a 
cally-based contracting and 
cavating firm.

Suomi — with other Michi­
gan communities bearing Fin­

' ’ names — remains a re ­
minder of those pioneers wh< 
took a b it of their homeland 
and transplanted it  in Ameri-

Church
(Continued from Page 1

I. eight from Michigan—Calu-
et, Hancock, Jacobsville, Re­

public, Ishpeming, Negaunee, 
and Ironwood and from South 
Dakota Savo.

Ishpeming was represented by 
John H. Jasberg and Niilo Maj- 
hannu and Negaur.ee by Henrik 
Heinonen, with both congrega- 
"  having voted to become 
members of the Suomi Synod. 
This Synod was dissolved on 
Dec. 31, 1962 when it. along with 
three other church bodies, 
formed tha Lutheran Church in 
America.

The Rev. Alvar Rautalahti, 
while serving the Ishpeming 
congregation in the early 1900s, 

also president of Suomi 
Synod. Later the post of presi­
dent required a full-time man. 
Dr. John Wargelin left the Ne­
gaunee parish in December, 

to fill this position. Dr. 
Raymond Wargelin succeeded 
his father, being the last presi- 
' ' of Suomi Synod. He con­

tinues as president of the Suomi 
Conference, officially ap­

proved by the LCA.
istors Listed
Pastors who have serve 

Negaunee are: Otto Stadius 
-1904, E. V. Saaranen 1904­

1912, F. V. Kava 1913-1919, 
Evert Maattala 1919-1920, Otto
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Crystal Falls to commemorate Finnish pioneers!
poled a t | in Upper Michigan.

Kaarto 1921-1938, Edward Lep- 
paluoto 1938-1939, John E. Hat- 
tula 1940-1946, John Wargelin 
1947-1950, Herman Matero 1951­
1955, Ahti K arjala 1955-1961, 
William R. Sarvela 1962-

Ishpeming iias been served 
by: K. L. Tolonen 1888-1902, J. 
K Lammi 1903-1908, Albin Sa- 
vola 1908-1912, Alvar Rauta- 
lahli 1912-1922, H. M. Htlilla 
1922-1939. Carl J. Tamminen 
1939-1947, Douglas OUtla 1947­
1957, Albert Hautamaki 1957­
1965, J. E. Kunos 1965-.

As the congregations in Ish­
peming and Negaunee grew the 
church buildings were remod­
elled aud enlarged.

In  Negaunee discussions re­
garding building a new church 
oegan in 1913 and a building 
fund was started The Rev. Otto 
Kaarto gave an impetus to the 

for rebuilding and in the 
Fait of 1922 the cornerstone 
laid.

The building and finance 
committees consisted of August 
Raatik&.nen, John Ollila, Uno 

Nestor Kallioinen, J. J. 
Beldo. John Snwitmin, Jacob 
Nikko. B. Riihinen, Matt Koski

Hcikki Tavajarvi, Otto Romo, 
August Leklin, John Niemisto, 
Jacob Leppilampi, N. Ikkela, 
Peter Auno, Heikki Muinonen, 
A. Hill, Kalle Pulkkinen, Jafe t 
Rytkonen, Tobias Savolainen, 
John Tuuri, Sakari Lukkarinen, 
Abel Laitinen and J. H. Ander-

Subsidence due to mining op­
erations necessitated the reloca­
tion of the church from Mitchell 
Ave. to a new site on Baldwin 
Ave. and U. S. 41 in 1952. A 
parish education unit was added 

1959.
First Church Enlarged 

The original church In Ish­
peming is still a part of the pres­
ent structure. It was enlarged

197 and 1903. In 1923 it was 
completely remodelled. The 
building committee for this

rk consisted of J .  Juurikoskl, 
Pantti, K. A. Ruona, H. W.

Elson, A. Kangas, N. Erkkila, L 
Risku, J. Tervaoja, J . Lammi, 
H. Kontio, V. Laitinen. H. Koi- 
visto. An impressive educational 
wing was added in 1963.

The third and fourth genera­
tions carry on the work begun 
by a handful of ardent men and 
women who came to this iron 
country almost a century ago.

Thank You\ . ,
The Mining Journal ex­

tend i a sincere “thank  
you" to the many persona 
and organizations, and 
especially to the staff a t 
the Embassy of Finland, 
for their aid and coopera­
tion which have made thla 
edition possible. —  J .  I* 
Carter, editor, Finnish 
Heritage Edition.

HISTORY IS MADE!
May we salute the

FINNISH PEOPLE
on Hieir

50th Year
Of Independence

end all they hare contributed 
to  o u r  area-

CO-OP STORE
I 6.it l , | ,  Marquette

oC an dn tarld  in

FINLAND'S

50th Anniversary 

of Independence

Add another name to the list of nations 
who believe in the democratic way of 
life . .  .

We fake this opportunity to recog­

nize the many, many contributions 

made to this country by people ol Fin­
nish Ancestry.

MINERS’
F IR S T  N A T IO N A L  B A N K

DOWNTOWN ISHPEMING and MIRACLE CENTER 

____________ MEMBER F.D.I.C. j

HALF
A CENTURY

1917
TO

1967

5 0  YEARS OF . .  .

•  Yes, 50 years of contributing to 

the world, brilliance in culture, 

philosophy, arts and the crafts. 

And, those who have settled  in this 

fine Upper Michigan too, have 

done considerable justice to every­

thing they've endeavored to do. 

May we add our congratulation] 

to all concerned on the 50th year 

of Independence.

Copper Country Dairy, Inc.
Home Office. Dollar Hay
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In fifty years of independence, 

Finland has taken its place among 

the nations of the world. In its con­

tributions to culture, social prog­

ress and industrial development, it 

has been one of the major nations.

and symbolizing theIts majestic music, taken from 
rugged charm of the Finnish landscape and the 

firmly honest character of the I innish people . . .  

its concept of social equality and initiative . . .  its 

mounting progress in science and literature, and 

the constant pouring forth of the riches of natural 

resources into the markets of the world have 

stamped it as a leader.

We Salute Our Neighbors Who Once Called Finland Home 
and Who Are Proud, Today, of That Heritage.
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