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avy Pier at 7:3Q a.m .. the first tl)in 
e vvalked a.it of the parking garage 

C.G.C. Mocl<Jnaw. At 8 :00 a.m., tile 
CdLD(l(J 10 begin its last leg of tile trip 
her way 10 dockside , 
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The Mackinaw was esconed irno the harbor at 
Navy Pier by the Chlcago Ftre Depanment and Po· 
lice boats. 



The Christmas 1re,es were pila,1 l1igh on dee,~ hlll 
bj/ now lhey were covered will\ ,\ blanket or 
snow. A5 exci1oct a,s wu were 10 wa1ch as our 
trees finally amve(J ,n Chicago. we also were 1, 
aw<1re. or 11,e 111storical significance of 1l1is project. 
Galls 10 home were made as Iha IJand played ancl 
the MOCkinaw laid on her horn 

Thf• Chicngo ~1l1itary /\c·artc,ny Ban(J 
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No tree Vv-as lied 10 the mast of the ship as Cap-
tain Schuenemann ,vas known to do. but a bca1,1ti• 
ful w reath was hung by the crew. Cap1aln Gemgc 
Usner hacl cu1 boughs from the trees on board 
while out on the lake. v-itiue over the \vTeckage 
site Of the Rouse Simmons. one of the wreaths 
were tossed overboard while t11c crew onbOOrcl 
took pan in a brief ceremony. 
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There "'<l'> a flurry of activity at dQ<;!Gide as soo.n 
as the 1'k1ckinaw had SIQ(:)ped. Wb1le we stood 
watc;hing. a ramp was laid do"11 IQ allew people 
10 &01 on ,md 6ff 111e s11ip. A rev,, minutes later. 
\\'e were personally invited 10 board anll waiting 
on cteck to greeJ tis were Commander Scon J. 
Smith, captain George usner and olher crew 
members from the ship. we were speechless. 
honored and prouct. 

\l\lithln a few minutes we were ~sconed IQ the 
Ward room where we would be 1akiog pan in the 
sc-hool present<1tions later in tl'le moming. 

1Lcll Photo: our trees had tx_-eri sc;paratc<I ch.u:ing 
the trip anct were piled 011 deck waiting to be 
unloaded the next day. I 



(L 10 B): Beth Malloch, Deanna PLqll, Meg Wnuk, Laurie Jasmin. 
Commander Scott J. Smilh, Captain George Lisner, Pam Zorn. 
Karen Klaus & Shirley Leilgeb. 

Prior 10 tile morning school prescrnalions, we 
were all inviled 10 take pan in a tour o f 1hc 
sllip. 

Top: Commi11ce Member Deanna Fish 
Bight: Beth Malloch sits in 1110 Captains c11air. 
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l 11p , Mf'i! lllfl<l •<I ,1fi/J11I lllf• 111111111 ' lillllllf)'1llll 
;11111 11,,w h1111l ll'1 p l,1y1•d "' ' hnp1,r1,1111 p ,HI hi 
111, •,1,,ry. 

1111,(111 111•,11111.i ,,Ju,w , •,I a p l 11,111 ol Jiu• IJI>< I< 
p ,Hll'I ,Hid 1,p1,1,1· .il/11111 11, r t,1,11111f;11f\1'1 w l1t> 
w 11•1 ,111 , ,, uly ~,·11lr·r hi ·1110111p•,1111. 
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l',/Jfl f l!',tfl'.{I ,1 flllll' ,u,,f ii l1lr>rvl,<hlf(I ''" 
I I I( )/l •I '''"' I lfl I HIIIH ,,,, ,1 I}{ 1,,, (Ill/ I 111••,1 ·111,ilfi,11 
l ·IJI IWO ,,,,,,,,,, 1-1,1,1,p•, ,,1 JI) Ill , , , tl111t lrl"/ I 
wt1l1III nu,w lt t tn h1·11, i1l1n111 t,IH ,q1tru·,·11,,, , 
!q 11 11• /ttU l•i, • •.,/Ju111,,JJ11 



lcsl Scanned with CamScanner 

Also on bOard and taking part in the presentation was 
Ruth Flesvig Gibson. her brother Hoben Flesvig and family. 
Their mother, Ruth ErickSon Flesvig was one of the children 
who wail eel patiently on the dock for the Rouse Simmon5 to ar-
nvc in t 9 12. They have written a childrens book, "The Christ-
mas Tree Ship" and it tells of their family and their connection to 
this story. 

Top Lef1: Huth Fl<>,svig Gibson and her book 

Top: A family photo of the Flesvig's. The tree 10 the left of Ruth 
was recovered from the Rouse Simmons and was presented 10 
her mmher in 1990 by the Maritime Society. The tree replaced 
t11e one she did not receive in 1912. 

Bottom Left: Roben r:tesvig 

-



Photos of just a few of rhe cl1ildren wl1O were 
aI 111e p resentation. They were also given a 
tour of the Mackinaw as part of their field trip. 
Tiley were all such great listeners. very polite 
uncl respectful. 

f"a~, Pii::r 
Orccmlxr 51t,., 2.1,)('IS 

Ji $f>(dal fr~m 
fh(. for<:~h_; l'lf 

Cbompson. Michigan 
·cas.r Posr1 of Call 

for rhf f>if';tori<: 
Cbr1s1mas Crn Sbip 

lcsJ Scanned with CamScanner 

Captain George usner. Chainnan of the 
Chicago Cl'1risunas Ship commi11ee. Captain 
Lisner wus our main poirn of conmct through-
out the wI1ole event an0 made sure 111aI we 
were able 10 par1icip,11e- in all of II1e evenIs 
cluring Ihe two days. 

AS each child left the room. we presented 
them with a special orna,nent that was 
ctesigneu & crafted l)Y Char Crosby along 
with a pencil that reacl "Last Pon of Call-
Tl1ornpson Michigan·. Also in the gift 
bag was a brochure on 111ompson. 
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Winter Wonderfest 
Navy Pier 

After SP(:nding the morning with 
the children. ii was time for 
ILu1ch and a linle :;11opping at 
Navy Pier. or course, we 
couldn't pass us the chance to 
visit the winrer wonderland and 
h<1ve our photo taken in the 
giant rocking chair. To be able 
10 see that through the eyes of a 
child! Awe.some! 



Chicago's Christmas Ship 
Bringing Christmas trees lo disadvantaged families 

www.christmasship.org 

Ms. Laurie Jasmin 
Thompson Historical Advisory Committee 
Thompson To-.nship, Michigan 

November 22, 2008 

Dear Ms. Jasmin: 

On behalf of Chicago' s Christmas Ship Executive Commillee, I am pleased to invite you 
and your entire group to attend our VIP Reception abo.ard M/V MYSTIC BLUE:, at Navy 
Pier from 4:00 pm Lo 6:30 pm Friday, December 5, 2008. The ship is located on the south 
dock, toward the east end of Navy Pier. 1 suggest parking in the Navy Pier east parking 
lot as far east as possible to be closet\> the boarding area. 

Please r.s. v.p. CAPT Bill GlyM Jf2-346-2700. 

We look forward to seeing you there. Thank you for your efforts to suppon Chicago's 
Christmas Ship and participating in our educational program. 

Sincerely, 

CAPT George T. Lisner 
Chainnan, Executive Committee 
Chicago's Christmas Ship 
1284 Prairie A venue 
Des Plaines, IL 6001 (i 
lis ner,<7ilisner.us 

Our final event !QI' Friday evening was the 
fonnal receptlOn aboard the Mystic Blue. 
Attendees ineluded sponsors, par11Cipaling 
organizations along with the charitable groups 
who would be dlslrlbuting the trees throughout 
the City. 
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The cemerpicre of Chicag0·.s cMsurms Ship 
event, is 1he Statue, ·captain at the Helm". 
This statue was a gift from 1he Cl1icago Lodge 
of Shipma,;ters International, r11e professronal 
association of ship Capt<1ins who ate liq;nsed 
as Masters bf inspec1~ 1 vessels 1trat carry 
America' s cargo anct pa5sengers on the 
waterways and lligh seas. 

Wlia1 a day thL~ will turn 
ou, to be! oe:.~pltc 1hc 
CQlcl. we walked fl1c 
iour blocks clown 10 
Navy Pi<:r. Thc,c must 
have been 2.00 or n'lQre 
voturucers "i'lo llraved 
the v.leather so they 
could take p<1rt in thls 
annual cvcm. II was all 
c..-rle<;l ou.\ so cfforl 
les~ly ilnd thetc '\Ill$ 
no, a faGC In 1t,l, c;rowd 
wilholll a sn,l.ilc. 
111e emp1y iruc;ks. were 
lu1ed up 0101,g lhc curl> 
waiting for 111e irecs lo 
be loaded. 
Captain LiSn<l. has told 
us lhc night bcfOF<l 1h;,1 
our 1teos v. oul/1 be 
[oll(')wed 1hroughoui i11c 
i:i1v and showcasecl 
dtiring 1he terem,ony, 
so we were ;,nx1ouslv 
wailfn& for 11lem to · 
aµpna,. 

lcsl Scanned with CamScanner 



ll 

rwc, rnn~,s w1-ro !,lid O\lt ,.!de hy sJdc one side for hoard 
,ng ancl llw 01hcr 10 lt'iJVC the shit) "i1h a 1rec in your 
atms. \\'mppcd m l\\1ne. the 1rccs from Chcboy~an. , 
were hctt1g pilc-d hlgh as ll1e)' wen· hroughl down !tom 
the- qppcr ctec:k of the ship 

In 1tw l)onom photos, vou ~"at\ :;cc the buoys thm 1, er,' 
pickco up dun~ t11c voyage clo"n 10 Chicago 

I 
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···- --l 'hic.1go 's C/11 
"Without -t1 c1,,, 

tl,ereignoC 
.... IO TI C: l f'J,I:-~"': -;;-.. 

n!':.:·:.N.::: :.":~:• C 
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J 
Top: Although 11ar<1 10 sec in photos. 0ach of 11\c two 
trees anct 1h0 i\tackina"~ were decorated ,vilh Cl1ris11na.s 
lights. 

Right: Thr<.,e of our trees 11a(I been sctec,e<i for 111c 
ctrcn1011~1• 

Bottom; Tl1c Taft High S<:hool 1:aglc Sin!!ers. Before tltc 
cerernony began, v,,e were eniertc)ir'\ed ·\.vith Christrnc\S 
Carols. 

I 
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I I I 
CapliJin !)ave Trui11 

II. 

Clf)liliJ) \,Vatler LiSO\VSki 

Followed by 111e 

coa51 Ouar(f Masco, 

I 
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SEA 
CADET 
HONOR 
GUARD 

Shlpmasters 
Honor Guard 
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I 
B{:lo~v: H\'V('n:nt! t,t'Vif1 :\l(Hrwn. Ch\)j)i'111l , 
Oll1C"kHc(I at 111{' llfc;;.%ill$! \)I lh~ \ Vn·,uh l1K'111n 1h l 
ccr0n 1ony ,,ll:-. n ,·rr·1110ny ll<WlOt<'d n 1r Gn~u 
U.l~C~ B"hip Cclpt.1ir1~ c1nd lllt"ir Ca·,,~ " 1htl 1tuv~"-
1.>Cti~l·ll'd. UI sr·n. 1\ m icuh-U' .1fh '!H ln n \V\,\.S ,-?IV('.'11 
to C<1p1,11n I lt.:mMn Scht1l'11(•1n;-11,n ,·111<1 Ilic ('lilfr(' 
en .. '"' of the ill~f.-llt'<I H(>w-.e .shnrnon . .:; 

L- - J 

I 

• 

l.Cfl: AS ti\C WTC<\tll wn,; l~icl (\I tile root Of the 
slat,te , ·capmin at the I l<'lnY. the mililary sul\tlcd 
~1)d fl silence· feU over 1hc t..TQ\,·d. U ' "'ilS ti 
clignifiocl yet solemn n10mcnt • 



Pictured Above 
c:omrnancter scon J. Smith, usc.ac Macl<Jnaw 
Rear Admiral Clifford Sha1pe. USN commander Naval 
Service Training Coffilnand. Grca1 Lakes 
caprain George usner Merchant Marine & Chairperson 
of Chicago's Christmas Ship 

• Rick Renick, Mas1er of Ceremonies 
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Above: AS Commander Smith addressed rhe 
crowd, he graciously acknowledged rhe trees on 
board the ship 1ha1 came from Thompson. 

Left: Speaker. Rear Admiral Clifford Sharp 

r 



I I 
Captain Usner brought two families on stage and 
presented each with a tree. After the ceremony 
11e spoke wi1h rne and commented on how 
beautiful our trees vvere. vve ,vcre to find out 
later 1ha1 some families received decorations and 
present to put under their Christmas tree. 

II I 
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Lefl: One of the tn1cks as ii leaves N"dvy Pier 
with a load of trees. 



,, 
The ceremony was over. the trucks had departed, and all that was left on board the Mackinaw 

were millions of needles and the wonderful scent of pine. commander Smith said the crew would 
be able to smell the pine for weeks ;,ftP.rw;,rrls. 

A bonle of the Algoma wine was shared with our friends, Dr. & Mrs. William Ehling and their 
daughter Bat1:>ara. To have Captain Schuenemann·,;; grandson and family there to witness this 
renewal of history was humbling. They have become such dear friends of the commlnee members 
and we hope we can continue this tradition in their honor for years 10 come. 

we boarded the Mackinaw one last time to say our good-byes and share a bonle of wtne with 
the Commander and captain Usner. As were preparing 10 leave for the hotel. there would be one 
final surprise. Commander Smith Invited me and one guest to Join him for lunch on board the ship. 
Unle did I know when I accepted the invitation. that I would be on my own, as Meg. Pam & Deanna 
decided to head back to the hotel. 

The other guests a1 the table were very Impressive. which made eating almost lmpOsslblel In 
addition to Commander Smith, I had the pleasure of dining with Rear Admiral & Mrs. Ollford Sharpe, 
captain George usner, captain Dave Truitt, captain William Glynn and captain Brady. Our lunch 
was served on •official" dinnerware by the chef and Included Minestrone soup, caesar salad, 
Chicken Parmesan with Fettucclnl and a brownie for desser1. It was an honor to Sit at the table 
with such dlgnilled men and women and I am positive h Is an experience I wlD remember for a 
lifetime. 

As soon as lunch was finished, h was time for me to go. A thousand lhank yous were 
expressed over the past two days and I can only hope that our gra111ude was felt by everyone In 
Chicago along with the entire crew of the Mackinaw. l1lCy made our dream come true! 
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Chicago's Christmas 
Ship 

.. _ --~ ________ -:,._ ---=. 
. ..-

' ~- . -
"Christmas Tree Schooner'' by Charles Vickery 

(11.11d Mth pm,,u•11J 

December 5-6, 2008 
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Chicago's Christmas Ship 
Conttibutor List 
Partner ($5,000) 

ta wan i foundation 
distinc tio n through tran s f o rmation 

Sponsor ($1,000 to $4,999) 

Mr. Chip Collopy, Shoreline Marine Company 
International ShipmastctS Association. Inc. 

Trtt Conttibutors ($WO to $999) 

,\Jbmy Bank & Trust Company 
Ameoan L,gioa Pott 46 
Mr. ond Mn. William BcB 

Oippcr Srup G.lkaes 
Mr. l.a.......a, R. Conlin 

Mr. Geofftty Cooper-Stao1on 
Commod.,. Dnid L Dobbs 

Ms.llmilyDoyle 
Mr. Bobby F-

Mr. ond Mn. Alotpo L Fit<b 
FoxDesip,luc. 

Fncods of the Maaine Commuaiiy 
Captain Wdliam C. Cimo 

Mr. Jooepb X. Gmsi 
Mr. ond Mn. \Villiam J. Haga,,1, 

Mr.HemyJ.Hcbloa 
Mr. Ba, .Jocobs 

Mr.!Jo,dKmm 

Commaadcr Lym, AL K<,cpb 
Mr. Dnid N. Ko.bub 
C.pwaO....Ll..anoo 

Captain Geocg,, md Dr. Arylio> Limcr 
CapcainWolter"Sooay"LiMNll,i 

Mr. ond Mn. Wdli,m E. McMilloaMr. Mr. 
JtayE.Met:tga 

M,.l\bnboL--,.,. 
Mr.-..W.Nuh 

laJ.,.,.;,,gM,.,.,,yafJ._R. NothCB2 
C<,ma,odoul',edW.Pq,pe 

Hoa.J-.J.Ricboal, 
Mr. ond Mo. Theodote F. Rod, 

Capwa c...a. B. ..... 
Majo<Geaeal 0-C. Supli,. l.lSNC 

Mr.!i<cpl,a,S.Stodt 
Mr. md Mn. F.-w. -
~J-H.Wligl,I 

Donon (Up to .-0) 

llls.S--
Mr. oadMa. ~B. -

Mr. ond Mn. lidmdCoaia 
Dr.-..s.m,....i,-, 

Mr. ... Mn. &lwud -
l\lr.jia ..... 

Mr.n.,1-
1\&. Mpl, N. 1W 



Chicago's Christmas Ship 
Cen:mony 

lnuoduction 
~Wier of <;e:ttmonies: Rick R~nik-

Prucntation of Colon 
Sea Cadt-r Color Guard 

Shipmaaten' Memorial Wreath Ceremony 

Revett:nd Kevin Mdlrie,t,. Chaplain 

Captain Joseph O 'Connor, Pruidcnt 
Shipm:asters Monocial 

Captain \Xrtlliam Russell 
Shipll)astct$ Hooor Guant 

Rcm21k:s 

Rear Ad,11;,..1 Cljffor<l S. Sharpe, USN 
Comnundq, Nav:1.l Se1:vice Tnin.ing Command, Great Lakes 

Commander Scott Smith~ USCG 
Commanding Officer, USCGC MACKINAW (WLBB-30) 

"Captain George l.isner 
Chair, Chie.ago':s Chtisunas Ship 

Prelt'ntation o ( the Christmas Trees 
~12in George Ll,ner 

Commodore j mlff \Vrigh~ Chicago Yachting Association 
Commodore Peter Pallis, U.S. Coast Gwud Au,iliary 
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Ch.iago's Cbria-. Sbip 
Participating O,paiauom 

Ada S. McKinley Community~ 
Gco,g,,Jone,, Jr,-Dmaor 

Dmab Judoh-PCffflOG 

Chialgo Couocil, Nary Leoguc of the United States 
Chicago Marine Hetimge Society 

Chicago YachtingA.ssomtion 
Friends of the Marine Community 

lorematiooal Shipmuten Association 

UnibOd States Coot Guard 
United S12res Coot Guard Awciliuy 

Na"'Y Pier 
A=y Cotps of Engineers 

Helicopter and Marine Unit, Chicago Poliu 0epum,ent 
Chicago Fm: Department 

Sp,,ill/Tlxmlu ta: 

Hyman Rickover Naval Academy High School 
Junior Naval Resem: Oflicer Training Corps Military Bond 

Taft High School 
Junior Naval ReactVe OflicerTniaing Cotps Choir 

The Kenilworth Press 
Myatic Blue Cruisee, Inc. 



The smiles 

that made 

this l 
all A 
worthwhile! 
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OonnJla Travis. who helped deliver our 1rees 
;,1 one of 1he distnbotlOn pornts "-rote: 

'Thank you again for bnnging !lie Chrisunas 
Splri1 to our chlldrcn s famtllc,,,, 11 was a 
gl(:,oous d3y. • 

Dc>Mita sent us the photos of 1h¢ famllieS 
alol'18 with some qu,o1es tt\al she recordCIJ. 
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The following quo1es were recorded as families were rerrieving their 1rees. 
Words tha1 will warn, your heart! 

"This helps save money 10 buy more µresenis for 1hc kids." Erica 

·u•s grea1 lo know there are people In Ihe world who care.· Jerot 

"111is means every1hing 10 us. rhis Is our firs1 real tree.· Damielle 

•Tois is good for !he kids.· Ronald 

·111is iS my son ·s first 1ree. • Valerie 

"This helps ouI. now we have a Iree. • zachary 

"This m;;ikes our holiday.· Kalhy 

·we can't afford a tree. il'S a blessing: Vanessa 

"111is tree signified I11e holiday se,ison. • Maurice 

"Now we get 10 decorate a Iree for rr\y granddaugh1er.· Jessie 

"This makes a happy Christmas for 1he kids." sarara 

"Now kids have a tree." Joyce 

"This tree brings thankfulness and joy: TWonte 

"Our tree brings love and IogeI11emess. • Armando 

"Our 1ree always marks the begiMing of out ChriSITTlas celebralion. • OctaVia 
A •====-- - ..... "-= ___ """'~----------· 
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Hi Laurie, 

Oniat piclurea and~ 
tbr makiog &his 1ulppm. Hep )'Oil 
have a joyolls ha1Yl;y--. 

John Litde 



Mrs. La.uric-Jasmin 

COr.<MANOING OFFICER 
USCGC MACKlNAW (W\.BB-30) 

~ember 14,2008 

1bompa:on Histo.rnca1 AdV1$<)ry Committee, Cba.irpenon 
12:51 South N<X1h SianleyRood 
Mani$tique, Ml 49854 

OearMrs. Jasmin, 

On.behalfofthecrewofUSCGCMACKINAW (WL88 30) I would like to 1hank you 
and lhe Thompson Hi.$toricaJ AdvisQry Commhtee for v.urkil)g with us during the 
Chic,aa.o Cbristma$ Tree Event. Your commitrnen1 to maritime-hislory. namely the Rouse 
Simmons, is admirable. Your passion for Ulc Christmas-Tree Ship is obvious... Thank you 
for talcing time to dine ...,;th us during lwlCb, we were honored My c.rcw and 1 look 
forward to having ypu onbo.ard oex1 year and continui.l)g the tradition. 

Again, lhank yoo ! 

Sincerely, ~-Commanding Officer 
USCGC MACKINAW (WLBS-30) 
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Scenes from last week's trip to Chicago by the Thompson 
Historical Advisory Committee and other local residents. 
The group went to the Windy City to celebrate the delivery 
of 24 local trees, which-re shipped with more than 1,100 
others aboard the Coast Guard cutter Mackinaw. The 
project was part of Chicago's Christmas Ship, an annual 
effort to provide trees to families that cannot afford them. 
This was the first year the Thompson group was Involved 
with the campaign, but members pledge to ,nake It a yearly 
occurrence. The committee's Involvement gave member• 
the chance to promote Schoolcraft County and make a di• 
rect connection between the current project and the moat 
famous Christmas Tree Ship - the Ill-fated Rouse 
Simmons, which salled from Thompson In 1912, loaded 
with Christmas trees for Chicago, only to go down with all , 
hands in a Lake Michigan gale. 
Top left: On their way to Chicago, the local contingent 
stopped at the Rogers Street Fishing Museum In Two Riv• 
era, Wis., where they posed with the wheel from the Roun 
Simmons. From left: Karen Klaus, Shlrleyleltgeb, Beth 
Malloch, Pam Zorn, Laurie Jasmin, Deann• Fish and Meg 
Wnuk. 
Top right: The cutter Mackinaw, loaded with the Michigan 
trees, arrives at Chicago's Navy Pier Friday morning. 
Mlddle Right: Pam Zorn conducta one of several presenta-
tion for Chicago school children, telling them about ' 
Thompson, C.pt. Hannan Sch..-nann and the Christ· \ '.', . ;<; · 
mas Tree Ship. 
Bottom right: The flrat treN .. dlatrlbuted to tsmlllN In 
need. ($Ullnllfled,,,.,,,,,., 
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ourna1~· 
The Upper Peninsula's l•gest dally newspaper 

Marquette, Mich., December 21, 2008 SUNDAY -~- --

- wEATHER- Christmas Tree Ship sails again -- _, e 
11 IZO 

- INDEX -----14-~·::·:· ·--·::::~ a..... 2-6C 
~ - -······· ••. 4A For .. fllc:Gld ... ..... SA 
........... , ... . 1-30 -·,.. CMdocn . • . . . •. •. 128 .... . . . . . . . . . . . . , .. 

.. -.:: .. · --~ 
.... ... . .. . 10-118 
Wodd.. .• . .. 11A 

Good morning 
JamNBartanen 

Tone yau fur IIDCl'lbing 
ID The Mining Journal 
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Commander Scott Smith of tbe Ice breaker Mackinaw, 
right, addresses the crowd following tbe delivery of 1,100 
Christmas trees to Cbicaeo. With Smith are Capt. George 
Lisner, left, and Rear Admiral Clifford Sharp of the Great 
Lakes Naval Academy. (Thompson Historical Advisory 
Committee photo) 

Trees 
Continued from page 1 A 
Christmas tree.ft Jasmin said. 
"The trees were unloaded 
from the ship by volunteeB. 
They were loaded onto lnJcks 
and then the trucks would de-
liver them to distribution 
points." 

This year, there were 1,100 
trees purchased by the Coast 
Guard and brought to Chica-
go, along with two dou:n ttees 
lhat were do,iated from the. 
Thompson am1 and given~ 
cial attention throughout the 
voyage. 

Each of lbe 
1bompq -
iq:tllPe :rl'r., ~=---" 

1be trees were trucked from 
Schoolcraft County to 
Cheboygan. Next year, the 
committee hopes the Coast 
Guard will pick up trees from 
nearby Pon Inland, further 
strengthening local historical 
ties. 

Some of the committee 
members traveled to Chicago, 
stopping along the way to sec. 
places significant in lbe histo-
ry of the Rouse Simmons. 

"It was an~ceptional expe-
rience," Jasmin said. ' 'The 
Coast Guard and tbc people in 
Clicago treared us so gracious-
ly." 

Jasmin said they wanted to 
leave a donatiOn with the 
Cblca,o Cbri,stmas Tree com-
mittee orpiliun, but the 
.., mponded by .aying, 
' 'mqaey ii nil:e but you've 
br$ptaomdbfnltbllll!llt 
we didp't haw 6'toRI, ad 
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