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,,,,.,,,,,.,_.,,,,,..,,,,,..,.,,.,,,,,..,..,,,.,,.,,.,,, ,,.,,,,,. _________ .,,,,,. ______ .,,,,,..,..,.,,,.,,,1.1_.,,, ___ ' .__, Chicago'sChrisunasShip ' 

"- Chicago's Christmas Ship was founded in 2000 by a grou_p of mariners coming from _commercial. I 
recreational and military field.$ who wanted to do some~g speClal-glVe <=!1nstrnas trees. to d1sad':antaged MM 

...., families ~no ~uld not otherwise be able to have a Christmas tree. A committee was formed to do Just that, rt••• 'It actingasanacnvityoftheNavyLeague. 

;/t .. ,fi Participating Organizations are, 'Chicago Council, Navy League of the United States, 'Chicago Marine ,~•-.... I: Heritage Society, •Qucago Yachung Associatio.n. •Friends of the Manne C9~umty,.*lnte~ational Shipmasters ..al•• 
Association. •Uruted States Coast Guard, •Urnted States Coast Guard AUX1hary, •Navy Pier, 11Army Corps of 9I ;::: ,.., 
Engineers, •Helicopter & Marine. Unit. Chicago Poliee Dept, •Chicago Ftre Dept, • Ada S. McKinley Community l~ a,.-W~ 

---.._ Services.. &*SeaScoutsofAmenca. ' ,_ s 
'a- I 00% of the donated funds are used to provide Christmas rrees to deserving, less fortunate and disadvan-
,S taged families though 1he Ada S. Mcl(jnley Community Services and other lhird party independently selected ,:j!t.,,... charioes. No other use of the funds is allowed and no one receives any compensation. Since its beginning, tl\e l![i, I...,. 

.§If: Committee-has raised funds that allowed it to give away over 10,000 trees. ii: -..: 

---,_,__,.1111''-~~.,,,,,.,.,_.,,,,,._,.,_,~.1.-.--.-.-..-.-:. ••· '-1.IIII.III~ - - ~·· ,._-...-.111.JII ._. 
Ms. Jasmin, "'-- i 

These were our initial contacts with 
the _U.S. Coast Guard and the Chicago 
Christmas Ship Committee. 

Captain George Lisner would remain as 
our main point of contact and was on 
board the Mackinaw for the voyage 
from Oieboygan to Olicago. Outing 
the trip, he removed boughs from the 
branches of the trees on deck and 
fashioned two wreaths from the greens. 
As the Mackinaw passed over the 
wreckage site of the Rouse Simmons 
the crew laid one of the wreaths at~ 
and performed a ceremony. The other 
wreath was proudly displayed on the 
Macltinaw. 

Commander John Little finished his 
duty on board the Maclcinaw early in 
2008, however, he did keep in touch 
with us and shared our information 
with the new Commander, Captain 
Scott J. Smith. 
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I 
::~~!~llow me to apologi:re for my tardy 

By all means Chicago's Christmas Ship Comminee is interested in 
your participation in our annual event. Any trees that would come s~ 
from Thompson would be given special acknowledgement as such 
encl would he earmark for special IL~. We have a formal ceremony s S where three famili"". who are chosen to represent all recipient fami- .. 
hes are presented with trees. lbis could be an ideal way to spotlight Iii.: t :;:!"i:rn1!~"::::·r~~"; !~,~~ti:~~-

\ 
Further, I would appreciate incorporating historical information 
from your ~ve into our educational outreach cuniculum. :Ill 
Recommendations on accessing any local resomces would also be S 'ii helpful. I would also be interested in any other ideas you may have. S \ I 

" We look forwanl to wot!ting with you. Please feel flee to contact me 
at any time at home 847-297-0?SS or my cell 312-40S-O?SS. 

I I I Sincerely, l 
\ 
\ I 



 

,,_ - .6 ••'""" -:1,.,,,,.,.,~.::,..' .. .,,;'.,,,,e,., .. ,,~....,...,,.,,~.,.,.,~ 
~- i/; -~·--- I 

If you get a chaocc for a pboc.o oftbe Marker site today please send me a copy? 

I I'm so moved by all you have going regarding this occasion tbal I can't find 
much 10 say. What a tribute. and Jcaming expcrimce for children. JUS( when ~ l 
you think this is ancient history we have pirales in the real world. This ought to • 

S be.a lesson for the sailors on the.Cutter too. smce ~Commandant of the Coast -§ Guard&$ &-om Tucson I'm going to-write him a note today and fill him in on the 
true meaning of all thi$ aod their part to make-it a success. I s 
My healdl cootinues 10 slay good however my wife has had some problems ~[!.,~Ila.,.~ 
=~=ely, have $eemingly pused. We have many more good days than \ ----------------------

!Ii IJOOEEClo~~EO, l: Moretocome... ,# ~00~ s. ~.0000 
!!Iii. Tom " ~ ~.:iYiJjl 

I ~- ... 
Admiral Thad W . Allen 
Commandant US Coast Guard 
Coast Guard Headquarters 
2100 Second Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20593 

Dear Admiral Allen, 
• t 

Tuesday, November 25, 2008 will likely be 'just another day' for the U. S. Coast 
Guard but one thing they are doing that day will make memories for many citizens of 
Thompson, Ml. In commemoration of the last annual voyage of the Christmas Tree Ship 
96 years ago, the Cutter Mackinaw will load 24 trees on at Cheboygan, Ml and deliver 
them to Navy pier in Chicago. To quote from the Chair of the Thompson Historical 
Marker Committee, 

Each tree was sponsored by a local family in the Tho,np,on area and~ have duig,ttd 
special cards /hot will be placed on each tree telling about the family wlio stnl U. Tll<lst 
trees will be given to r,eedfal Jamili•• in the Chicago area. Our committee will be 
traveling 10 Navy Pier and spending three days in Chicago ta celebrate. 

Saturday, November 22, 2008 was another special day for this OCC8llon and the 
Chair eent the follcMing message: 

lj1161 'IWlllltl4 tr, rwm/114 J1011 all /hot nlnety-&b: years ago today, Captain Herman 
1rJ, crtw le/1 IM harbor a1 77ionap.wnfor Jiu final WJ,J1DP of ChrUbna.s 

wreat/u 1-e /lff1I placed al ,,,., s/14 by Dad, /JO for,,._ af 
II drive down to tlw ,ite, b you looJc out al dte /aa, try lo 

Uaso-v,:,,eara,,,.,. 
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slofy Gf the Chllatmal Tree Ship since the 
of ..... cumint-. to the people of the 

to you and to the men and women of the 
helping mark 1111a occaelon. 
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And the Fun Begins ..... 
Our first stop on November I 6th was at the 
Klaus home. Karen. a Cl)ristmas tree ship 
enthusiast since the beginning, had gene!'· 
ously donated trees from the field behind 
her home. Although most were too tall to 
use, we managed to find 5 that were just 
right. Volunteers on hand were Char & 
Dan Crosby, Pam & Don Zorn, Dan 
LaFoille, Rick Toncray, Laurie & Dale 
Jasmin, & Deanna Fish. As you can see 
from the photos, rifle season had begun so 
plenty of O"!nge clothing was necessary! 
We had the typical U.P. weather but it was 
perfe~t for what we were doing. 

Top Left, Dale & Karen 
Middle, Don & Rick do the heavy work 
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On November 23rd, only two days before the trip to 

i Cheboygan to d. eliver. the tre. es, we finished up the 
last details. Each tree was being delivered with a 
metal bell ornament that read, • A Thompson Tree-
2008" along with a laminated sponsorship c;ird from 
an area family. Pam & Laurie tied the bells and cards 
10 each tree and then Don loaded them on the 

... trailer. Next stop .. .... USCGC Mackinllw! 



 

ctiaa, 12 P1P1 llanistiqae, lichieu 

History comes alive 
Schoolcraft County Christmas trees 
once again sailing south to Chicago 
b)' Paul Olson 

for the ftrs1 time ii) Q6 yenn;. 
a load of Christmas ~.!I 6-<,m 
Schook:r.lft CoW1ly is: on the 
way to fa,nih<.-s m Chicago. 
The project, mo(e than three 
)'Cars in the m3king, i~ a col-
laboration betwttn the 
Thompson H1lr1torical Ad\r1sory 
Comrrunee and local rc~ident!i. 
a dwnable effort called Ou-
cago·s Chn.,tmas Sh,p and the 
U 5 C«i.« Gu.ard. 

The u«s t-u.'O do.ten of 
1hc-m 1n all. from Cook.;; and 
l'homp.wn were taken to 
Chcbo):gan last wed,, \\here 
1hc')' wcr~ loaded with about 
1.200 otht, llcts abbard tht 
C'oa.,1 Guard Culler Madonaw 
TIie \-ei,,-el ~lied lfu~ \\etk for 
Chicag_o, where ih Sl)~CUII SC3· 

sonal cargo will C'\tn!ually be 
d,~tnbu1ed 10 famihe) in rM.'Cd 

fhc rrnJ<:..:I tt<:Dll\ th<' 'ltory 
M the Roui,.c Simn,l)n,, die 
f:uncd "Chn,tmo.s. T ,u Ship'" 
that vulcd l~Pl Thomp-.oo 
H.uN'r m 1912 \\1.lh a 11:-.ad of 
hohd.ly 10:c, for Chicago. only 
1n £:O do\\n \Ulh all hiinih dur-
1ne a '\.1Cllcnl l.at..c M1di1 ·.1n 
,1orm. 

The re:,cmbhmce 1-, intcn• 
uonal, or c,,un,c the: l.11~1 

c:fl{1r1 by the h"toncal c:~•mm11-
1et to highht:J,1 rhe link ttt:-
~c:n 1hc 111-ratcd ~~huoner 
1nJ 1hc Thomps.on arc:.1 

l '1-1.tbh,hc-d 1n 2005 1,, fff• 
hl\lQI)' l,f the , .. ~11-

.. 

.,,,_, - .. !i•-

1 "'"!' 1( r r 
a 

f~f~--, 

1 
- I 

Two dozen Schoolcraft County Chrl1tmas trees aN loaded aboard the Coast Guard 

c,,_ llacldnaw al Ct,eoygan IHI-· On Monday, the·-left to, I journey lhrougt, 

the Straits of Mackinac and down Lake Michigan to Chicago-the first trees from the 
Thompson area lo be transported to the Windy City In 116 yMrs. /__,,..., p1,410J 

\hip. the oomm1t1ec's fir~t pro-
JCC! M!i- ,i;n_--unng a slate h1s-
thric mMktr (c,r the local I.alee 
\11\.h1p.n !iilc The 
fflijr .. er. 1n.stallcJ and ded1(attd 
tu." ~m •i(,, dctta1b 1own-
1h1p hu,to') 1111 c,nc, .suJc and 
d~ t I) of tht Rou'l.t \1m-
m..,n1o t>n dlC other 

Commince proJecO, for 2007 
included the installation or 
additional ruihJtic display, 11 
lhc ,i.,_ The - ..... 
-4 up 1he ynr by hos1• 
ina drama ~rudtnts &om the: 
Gwinn school,. v.ho 11a,ed a 
prnftllllion or •·TI,e C'llmtmu 
Schooaff,"" a IDUlical bucd on 

the R0111e Simmons tale 
WIide all i?f lhar wQrk wu 

goina on. mtmbtn wc:rc 1110 

pan""1g - ld<a. i.,,ma 

Trees 

Continued A6 
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Trees 
Continued from Al 
10 .-.hlisb lhe - 11up. 
ment of rrea ao Cbicqo lhal 
was begun by Sommons· Cap-
tain Hennan Scb~M rlnd 
his brochet, Aupm - and con• 
tinued by Hermm·s wife and 
daughlef'S for a oumber of 

I year, after hi:1 death. 
Comminee member l..aurk 

Jumia began IDvestiplffll lhc 
p<>ssib1li1y after leanung about 
Chi<:ago's Christmas Ship, a 
nonprofit volunteer proj«:t 
launched in 2000 by mcml,cn 
of the Ulioois mantime com-

I mu.nity. Each year that com-
nunee raises moacy. to buy 
_, from lhc nonbcm Lower 
Perunsula, whi<b are broupl 
to 0,,1cago aboard lhc Macki· 
naw and distribultd to fam.ihe, 
that could not otherwtsc afford 
!hem. 

A11 par1 of their wortc. the 
group also honon the history 
or !be S.,hucn<mm,n r.m.11 

I and lhe old-nme av;-.. 
tree trade on Lake Michi(lan. 
making it I nalUrl.l fit for the 
hlSCorical commiatt's own 
aoals. Jasm1a thought. 

She sptnt ,evm,I yeors 
seachng c--mail IIICSIIP's to 
C- G,-d offi<lllb but 
didn'1 have much lack ualil 

1 lur December, when she fi-
nally made COOIKI Wllb tbc 
,,.,.,,....._ ... _or 
!be Mackinaw. SIie also ..,. .. 
..,.h with Capt. Oco11< L,,. 
.., of Oucaao ·, Clmtmas 
S..,Bodl-YOdpockcUof ---Thomp-
son cotMUIIN and wbal !hoy 
hid in nuDd. 

11iotplaalcddlco<ed.·· 
1 ...... says. -11,ey -, both 

really cKcited by the idea." 

The parties ·-...... or 
the pasl )-eat planning via e-
mail. while Histoncal Coaurut• 
ltt membcn. began seart:bi:aa 
for trees. puuina out inqwria 
and posong a notJce on dlieil' 
Wcb$ite. 

The sean:h yielded an offi:r 
of uoc clonauon, litNn KAr1a 
Ki- or Coots. 111 en ..... ,... 
tic suppQrt of the coounittee 
e\~r \ince the huuoric marker 
dcchcanon. 

Unfvrtunately. Jasmin •YI• 
m:11ny of the trtet Klaus had 
11v2.tlable were too larae. bul 
six rolemd them to Phillip 
H.._. or Cooks. \WO do-
oared a number of tn,CS.. u did 
Geo11< and O.anna Fiab or 
Thomp,on. 

The 24 were CUI 

eral \\ttks aa:o by • group of 
volun,~rs lhal illduded J• 
m,n and h<r ........i. !>al<. 
Char and DIil Cro,by, ... 
and Don Zorn, Deoima Fiab, 
DIil LaFoill• and Rick Toa-
cn). 

IJ'tc:S were bundled • 
1ng • bam:I lhat wu creaciwly 
1um:-d anto an unptovised net· 
ting dc:\1CC. stored for I lhorl 
titne. then tlMn 10 
NCl" 23, where they 1"N 

lw,d,carritd •""' 11,o dock of 
tht \\-,,iring Cout Oanl aaa.. 

Al o,-.ry stop •1-.. -• 
1h• Schoolcn,ft COUllly -
,.;11 be dillinpishecl from Ibo 
I 200 Cir o&hcn lhat .. pan 
of th,s yrar's aim- $11ip 
c-ompa1gn. 

Acc,\rd.inf; lO Jumia, tbe Cluaso-•-.. 
nadnalKllolllleir-•• 
"offi<ial .. lr<e, 111d the: Tlloap-
..., group will bo ai..., apecill 
rocopiuoa hdloir._, 
ThcHnaicll~II 



 

-------i--,;--'l:"Z.JIIUCJ'---r--------------------------, 
alto wcia, - IO mab SI@ lbelr------- OUI ;.;lb a l!)CCW bell 
onwnent and a can! ro<ojpliz· 
in& a local family. busines< or 
orpnb:ation that agreed to 
-lhalporticolar-=. 

JU)Din S&)'> lh<Y ukcd 
SJ>OD'(lff for a S10 donation to 
CQva- tbe- committee's ps and 
mileage costs, but wme ex>a· 
lribuledmore. 

Tbe spomors were $C'lettcd 
based on d,tll' lies to the com-
munity. 

""Mo.st are connected to 
Thompson or die hiatorical 
committcc," Jasmin explains. 

The cards that go with each 
tree llKlludc a picture, a brief 
family or business history, and 
contact information. 

.. We're encouraging die 
people who r«eive the trees to 
pl in fo\,il;:h with ~e spom;or, 
so lhe sponsors can let us 
know where each ~c ended 
up."' Jasmin says. ''We don't 
really know bow rnany of the 
people \\i.ll do it, but we're 
hoping to hear from as many 
as possible.·· 

HistoricaJ Committee mem-
bers.felt like honored guests at 
last week's tree delivery, as 
they wc('C uea1ed to a tour of 
the Mac:.kinaw and lunch 
a'boart1 the cutter with Ci;ndr. 
Scon.J. South. 

But that was only the begin,. 
Ding. The group 'MU also be 
recognized a1 ceremonies in 
Chicago this week. 

An cighHncmbe.r contingent 
left Sei,ookraft Coun1y !Oday 
(Thunday). heading fQt lhe 
Windy City, The group was 
:slated to include committee 
members Jasmh::i, WJJUk, Zom 
and Fish. along wilh Klau,, 
Ploria H,und~ Beth Malloch 
and Slurle.y Lei1geb. 

They arc Cltpc<:tcd to anivc 
in Oooago tonight, after st.ops 
111 Algoma. Wis.1 lhc birthplace 
of Herman &:buenemann, the 
fiihin11 museum 11 Two Ri\'• 
en, Wis .. where they 'Will 
ti¥ recovered wheel of the 
llf>USe Simmons. and Milwau-
kee, to see the SClbooocr's an-
chor. 

On Fridoy moming, Ibey 
will be oo haod al Navy Pitt 
when the Mackinaw arrivts, 
CSO)ffed by far-c and police 
boats and welcomed by lbe 
Cb~go Military A~y 
e...i. 

Tom: will be a VIP recep, 
- laler in !he day, bw fir,~ 
CQIIU!Udee membeno will be 

1talcing part in presentations for 
Chicago $Cbodl ohildr<o ot1 
board me Maekii>aw. The 
croup will pro\llde information 
aboUI the Rouse Simmons and 
- a gift bag 10 each child, 
including an Upper Peninsula 
pine cone: ornament and a 
Chrislmas Ship peDeil 

Saud.ay will brina theooffi-
cial cettm0nies for d)c 2008 
Cbri,1mas Ship project lli~-
ligbts 'Nill include a ll)Cm,orial 
wreath prcsenta1ion and '3 

Coast Guard Oyo,eer, plus 
variou,- speeches and cribule:$. , 

fiMlfy, the. trees wiU be 
un]oaded from the culler. Most 
wilJ go 10 families through an 
organized distnburion net-
work, b\n some, wiJI be pre. 

.tCD(ed to selected "p6st~r 
families" during the ceremony,, 

At that point, Jasmin iays .. 
1M U.P. trN$ will once • Cain ' 
be•in the spotlight. as they art 
soowoased during the p,escn-
ta.tion. 

The local group will ~•d 
back nonb on Sunday, but first 
they hope to ,'LS.ii :he Great 
Lakes otliee of lhc National 
Archives~ to view Christmas 
Ship information ho~ io lhe 
colJectioo there. 

Jasmin -5<\YS" they also want 
to spend time Wllh several 
'olher people who will be- in 
Chicago for the festivitie.~ .. 
long-time supporters Qf 1he 
ThompSOP. Committee and its 
work. including a~r Ro-
chelle Pennington mi the Eh• 
ling f.amily - William Ehling. 
who is Herman Sehuenc--
....,. ., a,aodso,>. and Bvbara 
Ebliog, the. caplain's grea1-
granddaugl,1er. 

Onc.e back in :he U.P .• 
t()mminee members will tum 
lbc.iI atteotioo to next year. 

Jasmin says they want to 
make the tree distnbu1ion an 
annual even~ 

'This is a really gteal pro-
ject, and we want to bcp it 
going,'' she uys. '"Ifs a great 
way to highlighc our bi$tOIY 
and all of s.i.>okrai co,..iy. 
We're e,tcired about iL'' 

Loolwl'g r.nh<r alieod, , ... 
min ·say, the committee is al-
ready molljng plltlS ., maik a ---· '1lm ti me ""' tin\e in 96 
yean that trteS from our area 
at~ bein1 distnDUled UI Chi-
cagot she. uya-.. ·1n bur years, 
il 'MU be lbe 100th anniver-
sary, and wo mou1ht ,1 """1d 
begrea1ro.., IOOtro<s ooth~ 
boot" 

. ..._' -~-~-r~~-~-~- ~- ~- P•~-~-~- ~-
;, Paul Olson, Editor of the Pioneer Tribune ,, 
1'\ has been a great supporter of our projects {, 1 

.. , since the beginning and this article and edi- ;, , 
t, torial really did make our committee proud. {, 
\, We can't thank him enough for all that he ;, 
•~ has done for us over the past 4 years. \ ,~ I . -- ----~-----;, ;, ;, ;, ;, {\' i\" ;, ;, ;, ;, ,, ,, ., ., •' ,, ., •' ., 

EDITORIAL 
Imp ressiue work, important leasons 

Al first glance ii appears to bejus1 another human i......, Micllipn-lile,'lrilhplwforlliD_..ialpn,, m •• 
story, one of (hose anicles that makes~• smile~ say, "Hey, come. Thcy'..,_...... ll»oruia lk-.miayby....,. 
lha\'s kind of neat" Bu1 lhis week's story aboul iheThom- iaaf-1e~pn,4uction.Alld_...,..,...,.. 
Historical Advisory Committee is also a reminder of whac ooc theirpaniculargospclewnfartberafield.,tlkiac:pmtina....-
small group orvoluo1eei, has a=mplisbcd in a 1tla1ively short lha1 nOI only docs W<lrlhwbile chariloble wuk bul will bne--
amoun1 of time, how mu~h they are doing to pn,mote not just name '"Thompson" on tbe lips of lllllly Cldcqo ll!lidlell -
!heir an:a but Schoolcr>ft CQun1y and Upper Miebipn au pecple1owhomdioUpporPeainsulapeviouoly_,_, 
whole_ as faraway as diodarlcsideoflhemom,. 

Couununicy promotion may not have been the committee's Thewaytbecommitteeis-bladlingdaea.n.... treefftic.t 
original goaJ, but it's surely been one of the most immediate is representative of the wtr/ daey•vc carried Old lhDcNll: .U fii 
benefil$ of the group's historic-p....,,,.1ion efforts. In fae~ 1he tbeir work ao f;ir. FUld a project aad focu OR it. Plan it woll,<le 
organiu1ion has proven n:mulotbly adept al &nding projecl$ ii right, doa ' I be afraid 10 dd a IOucll of elaa 10 whll ,....., 
that do bolh lhings a1 once, lna1 snowease the heritage of a go lbe ••Ira mile and olfer tomedlma a liale ~-'-
single tiny, rural 1ownshipwhilesimultaneou~lylj;ttinglbe wider than people expect, and lbeoppommltytoll!nJlll!!lllt 
world know a bit more aboul lhis particular~erofthe U.P. andieacb, to lee olbersknowlboutSdioolaaftCGmJl1'._ 

The com,niuee '.s work so far is jusl the begimiing. They are in history and its CUffCOl Sfltul u -a ll"Cl8l plaice to vilit. 
clearly determined ne\ter to rest on their l,aure~ to always be Yes, the story of local Chnirm:u rrea aailiag ....... 
looking ahe>d 10 !he nexl year, lhe no•I project. But for just a Micllipn for lbe flm lime ia lllmaot a ClllhU)' It .....,. 
momenl lei's pa.use, lake a breath, a!MI look haclc al whet !hey g,ea1 hlimao inlaat story. But it•• alto p,,,ofofwlilt ..,111 
nave already done. done if )'(Ill haw a well-de&oed mmiC111, the abilllyto. 

In jusi a few short yean, ll)e comminee his 11elait)Jod lhis and slick lo them, a lillle -.:y, a lei of cnolMly, a 
area's link 10 the. famous Chris1mas Ship, a cOli,eclion dill - iallyiog community _, and 11,e _.._. to 
often ignored and all but forgonen by folb lide the county. pa51 cballeages ud obalac1-. 
They'ver<conledtbehillllliaofloalfamili an!!~ Bvoeyonewboli-and~inScbooladCloal#...i. 
They've ~ablisbed CGIIIICCl with llllc and lional hi.,;eil nod of gratilude to the Tho- Historical Ad,uorj 
official;, They've developel impr<sfivc m ••ins mallrials. . Committee. Mon, tbin we CID all..,, - ......_ 
They've buih a remadcablc community set at 1ho{Lalfe lessons from them. 
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Wayne 'd? Shirley Sta1tlel', In Memory of Osb9rne Stanley family ($10.00) 
Eris Webb© Winnie Blake. fn Memory of Squires family ($50.00) 
Charlene Turek© Family, ln Memory of Cecil Johnson family ($100.00) 
Rose LaPlante, In Memory of the LaPlante 'd? Fitzgerald family ($15.00) 
Ernie Hoholik, In Memory of the. Hoholik family ($10.00) 
Joseph VanDyck. In Memory of the Vanl)ycl1 family ($20.00) 
Robert "Butch" Hedberg, In Memory of the Sellman family ($20.00) 
George 'cJJ Deanna Fish. In Memory of the Gierke family (Trees) 
Tom '<P Bob Carlson. In Memory of the Strom -family ($10.00) 
Si!J"a Brndley family, In Memory of Hassel 'd? Georgia Osterhout ($2Q.OO) 
Barb Lofquist 'd? family, In MemQry of the Hursh'&> Schneider family ($10.00) 
Fred'&? Kathy Jasmin. In Memory of the Chesbrough family ($10.00) 
Fred '&> Barb Hinkson. In Memory ot the I-Jinl1son fa mil)' ($25.00) 
Ron '&? Pauline Frans. In Memory of the Frans family (·$50.00) 
Dan 'a? Donna Lafoille ($85.50) 
Jody 'a? Meg Wnuk ($50.00) 
Don 'd? Pam Zorn ($40.00) 
Dan 'a? Char Crosby ($40.00) 
Terry 'cJJ Valerie Baker. The, Thompson Outpost ($10.00) 
Randy 'a? Theresa Lund ($50.00) 
Mike 'cJJ Lisa Boudreau ($25.00) 
Karen Klaus (Trees) 
Gloria Haindl ($10.00) 
Gulliver Historical Society. Sew Choix Lighthouse ($10.00) 

Philip Hartman© Family--21 Magnificent Trees! 

Donations also received from the following: Doyle Town&hip ($10.00) 
Rick Stram ($20.00): Anita Fagan ($25.00) 

_.._ ~-., In the following pages, I have included a reduced copy of ,!. 
{f each one of the sponsor cards for the 24 trees. The opposite t,!. 
•~ page has the front and back cover that was generic fo each e_ -~-t} We tried to include historical_~hotos when~ver p~ible 
\.., and except for a very few. the farmhes all had du-ect ties to the~ 
;} Thompson area. the Historical Committee or the Thompson 
;, Township Board. 
;r The cards were laminated and tied to each tree prior to 
t' being loaded onto the USCGC Mackinaw. " -------------------~---~~ 
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6'!t,w,,a:r-'uw 
Among the Yuletide cargo aboard the United 

States Coast Guard Cutter .1/ackinR..- this holiday 
season are. authentic woodland Christmas trees 

han-ested from the area 
. Tho · 

.11ackinawcarries a few rare and ;,,~thentic Christm~~ 
trees in honor and memory of "Captain .Santa- ana 
the "Christmas Tree Ship. -

0..,- 6'_,mt, 
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Thompson Historical 
Advisory Committee 

Wayne Stanley 
Laurie Jasmin 
·· M~g ~nok 
· Pam Zorri 

Charlen~ Cro~by 
Deanna· Fish 

~obyn Mc~od. • 

December 5th-a.> 6th. 2008 
.• Navy Pie:~ 
. Chicago. IL · · 



If YOl.l e\'er find yoorsdf travelir!g through the Upper Peninsula or 

would like w Yis~ 1he LUI Pon of Call for !ht Chttsanas TICC Ship, be ,we 
IO stop at our store and.say hcllo, 8 

A 
K 
£ 
R 

Thompson w.as once • bu,st1irlg lmil-~ com~ with • lumber miU, 
booo,g house, po« offia,. -. d•m:he,, »loon,, ,nd ><ooden 

Today•~• qui<, ,ID,g. wm-,, link =,rung"' ,,.....i ,ou 
of dw. old 11:M-n and if )')\II not paying dost· anmtion u yQU dnye down 1he 
highway, you fflAY mm dfu beauciful on the .sl,Qres ('I( Lake Mkhi-
g..,_ 

Ou, (:(IUfHJ)' S10re WU him,: :100n !he lughw&.y W..S dedia.m in 
1936. We OO'h' aJJ i1 1he 'Thompson and it is longeu continuing 
oommen:ial busine&s in Thompson. Akhou_gh i1 has cha.ngoo ownership and 
its rmne many the p.$! .sewncy ,reaB, it h\1,5 managtd m keep its 

orig.,.J <harm, a,mp'°"' wm ,he - -· M,ny, ol the k>cal 

0¥'.,- II{,/, p.w'.fm+ 1 ~-;f,,: 

~cl'<' ... q"o,,I 

raidems who ~- up in 'Thom:psqn nmembtr c:omtng imo the .$IDll? 1\S Grant's Modem Tourist Courr .. 
chikhn and sering penny candy liotd up c.>n !he. oountf:I' in big gLa:ss jan or This,pho1owastakcnin 1953and~ made into a postcard. Alloflbccabins 

.a glass b<xde of ice cold p6p for • dime. For yea.ts. II served an: gOn<: excep1 for lhrcc.. The, cab{ns were a popular place 10 stay for Utt 
as 1he local pcm office. salmon fishermen Md deer hwi1tn. 

We still oft'er effl}'lhing fJQm rial ice cream cones 10 huol:ing and 
fishing '""- gro<me,, .... mwl • wndly snuJe .. )'00 w,11. dvough ohe 
doo.. 

1f )-OU would like lO contKt the ,ponson: of tnlE Ghris-u:nu Utt. pleae wricie 

"" 
Mr & Mrs. Teny Baker, 8895W Hwy US2, M~ue, Ml~ 
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Thompson is a small, rural community and. linle 
remaim of the old lumbering 1own of a cmrury ~. To-
day it is a beautffi1J place 10 .live and .a ~I area lO vtee-
tion. My hwband Md I pUKh,sed our lust ,nd only 
home in Thompson Township. 

I became• membe,- oflhe Thompson Town,hip 
lkHtrd in 1999 ,nd have found it to be an inleresting. and 
..warding "'peri<na:. The Thompson Hislorical Advi,ory 
Oimmmee has worked very lwd 10 rekin<lt !he IIOfJ' of 
!he Cltmtmas Tnie Ship ,nd Thompson " ,he sdioooer's 
last pon af all before 1r,git,Uy sinking in • winier 
laden wllh lhou,and, of C1vinm,, ..., bound tor a.-
ago. We opplaud th<lr m,ny oa:omplio-.._ 

We.hope )'OU enjoy the ewrg- ... ""' WIS 
freshly CUI tor Oiri,unu from the """"' lll'Olffld Thomp-
son in an effi,n to any on the uaditlon begun by Captain 
Herman in the 1880',. 

lcsJ ~c .... nned with CamScannc~ 

ol.'"'}'6\,-.,.o:oe.,,pdwq<> ..... 
cft--~ .. q,q,,.,, 

ci<il,i,€,.,;c!,,IMb.~.&:.e,t,~ 

n.. pr..,._., tho c,.,, L,b School,..,. or ,;gi......, _..,,.,...._.,,,..._Towmnp &mg"' hcyd,ymony 
,......, The-itttho...,...waMo,yw,oo,,ndCJtmW. 
SdlODI .,. r,., int Ddtit,c j,h no longer "'"'5ng. tha 
Khool>ouot-bmtpl ... -the....i1mtnwi-au,hon,ejs 
tod,y. 

11,.,. _ _,_._._oftiaO.--T,.. 
;JOIOIDlyWlattt 

Mr ... --......... l02!IJW-llood,Mani,. 



in 1870, Ma1hius & Briu l...q\isa StrQm i:rnmigmed 
from Norwa)' to Thomps(ln, Michigan. ~r senling in the area, 
the)• had rwo di~ Mailii,l,ll' Jr. and 1,ydia. Bod, children were 
anending 1'hompson School in 1897, u shown on 1M school roster 
(vppu:i;i1e ~c.) 

!Ji R'.$ea.Tchi~ histotidil rcmnk, i1 apfet11 dla1 1he family 
w.u dviominded and invotved in local ~iOO:. MaR Jr. w,as- adenti-
ried as the Thompson Township Clerk from L909 10 1911 and then 
u Trea.surer in 1915 & 1916. Hiss~, l.)'l:li!i, W4$ reootded as 
be:in~ the Treasum in 1921 &· 1924. 

Man Jr. married Signe Carlson in 1.932, fflP'l-ed 10 the 
ncighboring rown of M~ql!.t where rai$td their (am~}", 
Ly&a. '911owed S-OQn after and w~ foi- many yem in the. counf)" 
rounl\ou,,. y'f'" 

o/,(,,,p -.,,l!,::~ctr ... q<'tmf 
(!>l,~,f 

ci/AtJ<f,,:~(6>,,,.,.JChr,m 
k.ep,itat.o-

__ PtJPll5-. --
TIIOMPSON ~ HOOL'. 

..,,'-c,r .... 
+ + + 

.-:i~.____~ . v.' .. .i;_ft, .. ~1,• 
1897 -------- I 

--E_;-
:.:::? ------------

l a:::t=~.~-~· S="": -~~~---
Above: Sdl60I Roster from 1897 

f: 
Phu10 at left i~ of lhe Thompwn School in 1897. This sclKJOI still $wds 

1oday bnt has been turned into a midc:ntial home. 

If )'Ou wi~h to contact lhe sponsors .o( chis T'.ree you may wriie to: 
Mr. Tom Carl«m, 112 Elk, Manuliqm> MI 49854 I 
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Quisuna, Gr~s from Thomp,on, Michig&n - the !>st 
pon of caU for 9'ptain Schuenemmn's "Chrmmas Tn,e Ship." The 
Rouse Sim,:nons, beaer known as 1he "Chrismw Tree Stiip"' by Chi-
agouu in the la1el800's, wa$ a wooden dvee-masted sailing schoo-
nu. Every November thousand< of Christmas..._. from the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan were loeded aboard the ship so the 
citi,,ens of O.iotgo could enjoy .a festivt holiday. 

hope your Chmcmas tree is- as speciel to you as it is to us. It 
grew naturally in the woods llffl Thompson. We .:hose -and Qlt it 
ourselves IS pan of the Thmnpoon Historlcal Advioory Boord It 
made the same trip down IA< Midiigan IO O>icago • OvisttDti 
u,es did a hundred ago. M>y ii help make your 
merry end bright! 

s 
B y 

My husband and I are so pi..,,d to be a pen of th~ tradition 
one£ again. We live on lhe ~utiful north shore of Lake Michigan in 
the very .,.. where the captain', friends cut eve,groens mr the yuletide 
voyage. We retired and senltd here a&er enjoying many summen in 

1he land up above. "Up ehove~ is a 1em1 local peop~ me IO describe 
whe1< they live - up above the Modcinaw Bridge, as opposed to 

•down be:&ow' in the lower peninsula of Michiglll. 

7homps:o.i;i, onc.c a busy lumber rown and harbor, is now • 
..,,,n .;Jlae< with a very bill bean. 11,e natt1ral beou,y of fomts, 
lakes, lfflf>, ..-..ks &nd beam<, abounds with • g,at variety of wild-
life: - cku, .,..,,, -· wolves, bold eogles, &oh end - ,mall 
game. 
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If,.,.. would like to a>nllO the.,._, of this a.n-- -
pieuowrile,o: 

Mr. &nd Mn;, Don Crosey, 32S6S Wltitecops Tni~ Mtmillique. Ml 

As ,<>U can see fiom the .,i-, 
wildlife was noc alwais c:ompleoely 
wild. Thompsoo ........ -
cbe to - and ...--
made friends with - - .... 
PIIOIO of Milos 0 . Swtloy. Milos 
- • locbmith by trade and hit 
laths Oabomo supplied - to the 
- oboad the /tOIIIII/ .. 
- His son, w.,... 5unloJ Ii 
U1oai¥enmnberofthe~ 
Hitmrical Cmlmitsee. 



My late husband, Robert (Bob) LaPlan1e was a 
Diplomatic Courier for the United States and would 
have been proud to be sponsoring this authentic Christ-
mas tree from the forests of the Upper Peninsula. 

Bob's grandfather, Edward Fil7,gerald, moved 10 
Thompson with his wife Nan around 1894 and they 
had three children (Myrtle, Zada & James). Myrtle 
married Mr. George LaPlante and they in rurn had five 
children (Nan, Margaret, Rohen (Bob), Edward & 
James). 

After a very distinguished career and during the 
writing of his memoirs, Bob buih a log cabin on 
Thompson Harbor and resided there until his death 
with his wife Rose Marie. 'Ibis land was part of the 
original homesteaded property and was known as 
"Swede Town" in the late 1800's and early 1900's. The 
docks where the schooaers would pull up to were just a 
short walk away and the ships would have sailed right 
by tbe cabin. 

'fhorapson is a small, rural community and little reme.ins of 
tb,e old lumbering town but i1 i.s a beautiful place to li\-e and a 
great area 10 vacation in. 

If yoo ever find yourself in our ned of the woods) plea'.se. ~top 
to visit "'l.'he Las1 Pon of CalJ for The. HlStOric a»i$lrn,a.s Tree 
Ship~. 

C¼»p6'!,,t,t,,u,/ 
c,;.. c,(""""P ,f0i,/,,,t '613,g. ff!,, '1:/,,,>, 

63p0/,wc,!,;,,.;, ,f2,rn,,., 

This pho,o was taken from the end of our boardwalr at our home. 
ln the !ate 1800's to early 19001

~, you would have. been looking 
directly at the mill and doc.ks and rt would have been a very 
busy place. 

If you wish 10 contact the sponsors of this Chrt.\1mas Tree you 
may Write to: 

Rose LaPlame, P.O. Box 34, ManimiAue. MI 49854 

Tn 1975. we moved our family to Manistique, Michi-
gan where we could be close to family & friend$' in the Uppet: 
Peninsula. We- owned and operated our ',)wn business. Rainbo~·s 
End which was also located in Manis1ique. Selling eve,rythmg 
from soup to nuts, It quickly became a favorite place to shop! 
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Jn 1984 we purchased a horn, in lllompson Township 
and because we 

1

lovtd I.be area so much. we decided to a<:<1,uire 
additional prOJ>CffY. In 2001, our business in Manistiq~e de-
stroyed by fire, and out of the utw:s came I new begmnmg: ~n 
2002. we brought our bu~irtCRS "home" to lllompson and Pauhne:s 
Rainbow' s End has been thriving ever sinoe. 

Ahhough bard ., "", lhis old ~ph was a school picture 
,mn in ,he early 1900's. In 1he bocl: row i.s Owla Frans Jr. 
(fim oo left) and Hilda Fnns (socood &om rigtn). 

We arc proud to be pan of111ompson and to ,upport the 
Thompson Historical AdviS,Or)' Committee in its endeavo.r to _bri.ng 
the Chrisuna.s tnecs 10 Chicago as lh,e Rmue Si"'1JU)II$ did nniety• 
six-yMago. 

Olfmp 61,,;,t..., s., c)<,,,, <¥'...., 
01..,,""' --cfoo,, 
~ } ~',(L,/ 

1r you wish to (l()OSliCt d'lt sponsors 9' lru$ Ouucmas Tree you may~ 

"" M,. & Mn. Ron ~-. 1590S h•o C.,,,O,, Rood, Manilaque, Ml 
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'11,e photo .. l,li. 
Swedis:h Lu1heran 
Oi.urch which was 
loao,dioS-., 

"' ......i - the 
- people ,n..,.. 
de(t in lhe same &reL 

. Our&n,;ly .,,;,,din 

Thompoon and -iodiisuuwhidlwu 
;u,,,..,..dvow&.,m 
... docb. 



 

My husband and I live in 11,ompson jus1 abou1 one 
mile. from ,he origilW village which wos bustling with activ-
ity in lhe lare 1800', 10 early [9()()'s. I have been • = -
ber of the TI,ompson Hisl!)rical Advi>o<y Comminee since i1 
was formed in 2005 and have deep ties 10 Thomp$00 Town-
ship. 

My grandfather, Frank Gierke, owned 1he local bar-
bershop in 1he Village. When he purchased lhe ,hop, 1he 
barber chair was obsolete and he decided 10 purchase 
a new one blll lhe chair would cos• abo,, $90.00. Eager 10 
impress his cusromers bu1 wondering how 10 finance 1he 
chair, young Frank wem across the street to the mear matket 
and discu,sed mis major purchase with Mr. Hruska. 

Al a regular 10wnship board meeting on November 
301h, 1915, Frank was permined 1<> opora1e a pool ,able in 
Thompson for a period of one year. This was d1e first 
pool table in the area. 

Thompson is a small, rural community ond Gnl~ re-
mains of the old lumbering town bur ii is & beauliful place ro 
live and a grear area 10 v.cation in. 

If you ever find your,elf in our n«k of rhe woods', 
please s1op 10 visi1 ~n,e I.an Pon of Call for The His10ric 
Christmas Tree Ship". 

oifmp6'1trt,i,,w/ 
@i.Olf.....,i,,f 
cfrak(9,m;, 

tr)'OU wish 10 COlltect thesponrorso(ritif.Christmes Troe yr,tl mfl~ write 
'°· Mt, & Mt$, r•~~. 1820S Unfe H¥00r R04<1, Manistique, Mt 

My family is pkased to sponsor a. ChMma.s ttee 
in memory of our e.oces:tors who left liurope m mtk.e • n,e:w- life in 
the Upper Peninsula of MichiJJan. 

h an eletnCrnary school teacher, I have been teachiflg 1bt 

srory of the Guistmas Tll!e Ship sim:e 1985. For many years be-

fore 1ha.1, I wquld w111c.h t>ur local paper elCh November for tuti· 

des to add tQ my c.olleciion of ~1oriea: about Caprtin Schuenemann 

and his ftmOW schooner. When I had enough infonnarion, I 

added this wonderful story to my tiOcia! :$tUdies; curriculum 

F 
I s 
ff 

~eo-e..~-
,, '¥" ... .cld 

cP'"" 
'0.-cre,""" cf,,,,}, ff 

A 
I 
N 
D 
L 

This ttee •• dcdiartd 10 our C.n,ily'• 111CO$f01$; 1he Ek-
-•,, Heindl'•, Powley, and Popour',. They immigmed from 

Swedeo, Gmrulny, 8nglond, orwl Fronce. In Michigon's Upp« 

Pminsule, rhey become ship and bicyde builclon, iogge", ll<>re 

ownen, and fanners. "Ibey lefi laved - - in llurope in 
ord,r fO m,M I bett,r Iii, for rhemtolve, ,nd rutUft -- 10 

a,n,e. Weore~rgrl1<fi,I. 

Thephooo""""'" ...... - · ... ·~" ... _ -inrhe°""",__ TheriwrDowsmlnlli,nLolot, whldlisnfoanh.,._., .... _"Mlthipa 
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Our grandfetbet, Cha.ocey MJl. Hinkso.o, was a 
residt111 of Thomp$00 and a $$W filer for the .l«a1 lumber. M.il.L 
He and M wife, Se.lina, married in 1891. Chancey & Selina had 
fQur children, ooe of whom i8 our fa1her, Fred Olancey Hinkson, 
born in 1892. 

Koown by the nitlmme "l-finky", he was imervictNCd 
(0( the docurnenc,ry, ""The Christmas Ttre Ship~ which was pnr 
duced after the ..anchor of 1he RQUSC Simmons WllS fouod in the 
early J.970>s. He remembered the way the Captain would pile the 
deck high with the &cshJy cul e\--ergreens. He was down by the 
docks when the trees were loaded for the last 1ime and was as-
tounded by how high the 11'«$ were sucked on deck. When asked 
if he lhough1 the ship was OYerloaJed in lhe lilm, he, replied 
'"Y J believe it.• 

(Top) l,enc & F,ed llmk.,on (-..I & d,l,d from !di) 
with friends in Thompson, MI 

ff 
I 
N 
K s 
0 
N 

(Bomm) Fm! & lrtne m l,re, ""'' 

Today, ~'"$0: ye.an afitr C".apta.in l:lermm Schue-
nemann left Thompson Harbor, this uory will ('Qme full circle as 
treCS from the forests of the Upper Peninsula tinally arrive in 
Chic.ago once again. 

Our family is happy 10 be a pan of this woliderfuf u-a.:li-
oon and hope thai you, family will eryjoy a blessed and peaceful 
Christmas Season. 

If you wish to romaa the sponsors of this ChriStmasTree yOU 
Dli!f write 10: 

Mr. Fred Hink<on, 103 Arbu,~ Avenue, M,ni,tique, Ml 49854 
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The Hobolik fmruly hos lived m Thomp,oa T""""1up fo, ~ -

most a CClltuE)'. They ,bout two miJes north of the harbor and 

opemo! ..- r._ p,ov;&ng P")d..,., """ ond ..-.Hy doiry prod-
utu IO rbe local popul,tion, 

F..IT'll'!l$\ bent, ).:oowfi as Emte, 'is the ,$()(I d _Joseph M. HohoJik 

and W'as bom in Thompson in 192-4:. Ernie'$ chikl.ood was ipent work.-

U'I£ on me dairy (arm. One of his chores- was 10 wd' dK-.- herd of 

«.M'$. K> .-id frtn d)(' Thompson plains whffe rhey grued. Lt.ttr, u the 

dairy ope,anon ap,nded, he dro,. , milk detiwring bonlod m,lk 

duougho,n thr rounty. 

-•-bditfmi.."'"""',nityledhim., bocorne 
Th,,mp,on T~ s.,.,.._,.. end 1- 1 Sdloalmli 0..., °""""'" '"'°"· Aho-~ oho cnmmuni<y lor 32 ,.... he ...... from-.. 
ollk,, ollho,,cf, he llill RU on ......r ..trilo,y boon!,. 

- E,n;e. vay proud olhil-., ... """""""'· he 
. ..... proud '" the laa ""' he .. the oldoo, Thomp,on bom -
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Thepl,olo __ .. SL_c;a,i,,,lioCIMd>.IDd-
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Our grtndp,arenu_. }Ot Hur11h and Slmchc (Paquin) HuW, w·e.re 
both desieerilenu oi early t:hompson (11.rnilte'.$.. married in d,c. e.irly 
1900'$ (photo ,1 righr wu taken for thcir wedding dn.y) W he,d four clilldren> 
~-W, Noel.,. F..trl & Zha. They homesteaded and raised 1hrir dilldren rw;,1 
W lrt,m dle HUIM Camily farm aod lae-movi!id 2' shott dmance. away to lhe 
Plod.in ROACI where they lived Rn the remainder of the-it lives. 

Our mµthcr, .Zita, O'.WT'ied P•ul in 1947 and raised fcvc. 
daugh!OO and ooo,ron. They, mo~ made their home on the Flodin R<Md Just 
eroiJ.nd the t'O~ from where Ziui: P1/'flts lived Paul & Zi1a li\1.'d there 
until their dooitis in 2004 and 2005. 'l.'beir daJ.tgbi« Jaru;. OOil! a home ne.af 
<him ,nil ml! Ii..... ..., !Oclay. 

The Htu$ and Paquin family were \'etj acti\;e in tow~hip gov· 
emci:>mt, and many of thcir dcsccndanu still m't tl1 1'homp$00 todl)'· JOO< 
~·orked in the. woods and .lo<:a1 h.tCOber mill. SO we wowd assume thac Ile, 100.,. 
w,15 involVOO in some small way wtch iht trees that were k>ad(d oo rh:e W 
(a.red Rouse Simmons. 

ff u 
R 

We hop< U\4< yow- fiomily 1w , pe0<eful ,nd h,ppy hol<l,y """"'-
Meny Q,""""' &-HappyNew Ye,rl 

!f fP'l Wl~h 10 oomact the spou.~Offl of dw Christmas Tree )"Oll 
may wri1e to~ 

s 
ff 

11¥ba<a Lofqws~ 1703N K,ncblJ Road, M,n;ruque, Ml 49854 
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Abram Oiesbrough was- -a prominem bu.ri:ne$i;mao 'and owner of ilie. lumOOI' 
mitl in Thompson dur:ir~ 1he early 1900's. H~ owned most of the tand in 
mt village until aromid 1925 wheo he sold the mill and rerirecl.. '.llice si1c 
where. dre Rouse Simmons ontedt."ded in from of lhe lumber mill was-later 
sold by the. Chffl>oroug:h family 10 the-Sme of M.khtgan. AIThough now it i.s 
only \'K.&01 b.r),d. ar the hcigh1 i;,f the,lumberir.g boom in Thompson, 1his was 
ihe main s.treet rhe: villa.ge. The lumber comptny offire was oornbirlOO in 
<he...,. buadu,g .. ,he""" olf"" w,d ge,,c,al ,_ 

A c.oop6n book is pictured t i che.right. WO;l"king men were pit.id in 
<U/1 or,d """P""' wh;d, cquJd b, 1.,00 10 p,,«ho,, suppti,, from <he geoe,~ 
stOre, Local l'leYapaper a.rtitll'$..o( the 1lm,e nowd NI lhe Q:)(lf'OO$ were a 
dettrrcm IO t!CCfflivt drir'iking by the luml5ermen ~qe they wen: ht)(, re-
deunahle at tht Joe&! sal()Qns. 

The hou.se tha1 we pllrchased 111 lhe e.a,tv l~s- in the vi.lJage was 
~·ned by the J.,Qngts_. ar.iOthcr prominem: {amiy in Adcline 

Long was <he ""'1af)> o( M,. Che,"°""'l1b ,nd ,he resided here wid, her 
broihtt Bd and sistet\ Mathitda. This original 'I.bomp,on dwtGtng !hat is- now. 

"'" ""°"";, ooe or.,. few """'""ng originol buikinp in lho village. 
We wW, you • - Mf1tY Oiristnw 11m l-.,lidoy ....., ,nd hope 

ihat you enjoy your uee. every bit a., mt.di as we havt enjoyed being e pat o( 
ih;ipruj<a. 

Fred & Kathy Jasmin 
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II JOU would Iii;. ,a comaa the ,s--of dus a,,;,,m.s uee, 
~write .. 

Mr. Ind Mrs. Fm:! Ja,min 
8$96W M;in 'Strffl, Maninique, Ml 49854 



 

For the past three yeats., I have been participating in the 
local revival of me <t0cy of the Cluisrm:is Tree Ship and have 
wo,ked along side 1he Thoml""n Historical Committee with 
each of their projeqs. It has 1ruly been a great adventure. 

History is many times forgotten, and my way of pass-
ing this on to my children and grandchildren will be tl1IOugh 
the donation of several of thtse amhenric trees harves1ed from 
the land surrounding my home near Thompson. Over the 
ye.vs, l have trimmed the tcees the best that I could, and 1 am 
so pleased that this labor of IQve is now • part of your holiday 

As you celebrate Christmas> I send my very best and 
hope that you enjoy this personally selected ttee from !lie beau-
rifol Upper .Peninsula Capta'ill Sth~ro8M was a friend to 
many families in our community1 and we are s\lre that he 
would be proud to have these ttees once again traveling to the 
great city of Chicago! 

otfom6/"'i!f111a; 
cfi,m1 ciij, c:::tG,,,o, 

'G,q"a,,,,-. 
c:;u,,., & cf'amJ/p 

Histor.ica.l photo of 
Barbara 

Schu.eoemann 

Barbare and her three 
daughters proudly carried 

un this family traditioo for 
many yea.rs afcer- the 

Rouse Simmons wem 
mis,sing. 

Like her husband, -$he w.11s 
always a welcome guest in 
homes at '.Thompson and 

Manistique. 

If yoo would ~e 10 contact the sponsors of thu Christmas tree, 
please write to: 

Karen Klaus-1097N Co. Rd 437, Coob, Michigan 49817 
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'ThomJ>Son i$ • s:rnaU., rui:a.l comruwtity ant.I linle rumins of 
me old lumbering IOWn but • is a beautiful pi.a to 1M and a 
great area 10 vacation in. 
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To 0u-l" Chica.go Friends, 

We hope that your 011istmas is filled with love and 
good cheer and that you enjoy this tree while celtbrating the 
,ea,on with your family and friends. 

My wife, Donna and I have been involved with the 
Thompson Historical Society for the pas1 4 years and are 
pleased lO have an opponunity to sponsor one of the trees that 
will oonrinue on the b'<eat tradition that the Schuenemann family 
was once so proud of. 

Ninety,six years ago there were peop~ standing- on the 
Oark Streer Bridge waiting for the Rouse Simmon, to sail int0 
the harbor with a load of trees from the p,at Nonhwoods of 
the Upper Peninsula. Although many of tho,,e trees still lie on 
the bottom of Lala, Michigan within the wreck of the Rowe 
Simm®S, we believe this tree represents them all and h0pe that 
irs meaning is as special to you &s it is to us. 
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If you ever find !(lUn"lf in our neck of lhe woods, please stop 
to Vttit "The Las, Pon <i Call for The Historic O>ri,tmu T,.. 
Ship". 

A >iew oftbe Villoct of111ompsoo • -1), 1900's 
lf)'Oll _Ulr<.,_dle_.otlhb'Cbtlstmu_ )'DU_ 

writcto: 
-&DoowaLIFoill.c, 15NC...!yRood441,Mllli,tlqoe,Mt-



 

,- \ l-7[fl.f,,,,_, ::- ' 
,,,r.l~•' 
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A.< your family g,,l,er, ,round th;, special ... dur-
ing !ht hotidoy ,_,n, our family ,;n I-. thinking of you and hoping 
that you find as much pleasure in rec().\,ng this tree. as we. ha.ve had in 
sending it 10 }'OU. 

The Rouse Simmons it a very important pan Qfl'boml)$0n's 
rich history ,nd we are very proud 10 hooo, the &hl1Dffll"1n family 
in carrying on this tradilion 1ha1 they ~'ere a pan of over 100 )'Cats 
,go, 

Village of Thompson-Taken in the early l900's 
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N 
D 

My hu,band l\andy and l own ouc own hosines$ and we 

havt. rv.-o grown daughlen and l"-'O grandchildren. I am I member of 
the Thomp,oo Town,hip Bo.rd and .-e hlive b<eo very supponivc or 
our local hmoriQJ """"1ittee ,s they bring in;, ,tory bad 10 life in 

our community. 

ci{mp &: d'Ca,, qo..,. 
cfem ®'t'c,,e,.,.. 

<wo/'"'1111 

This photo is oflhe Thompson docks, The schooner on the 
left has been lcntatively idcn:it:iod as the Rouse Simmons 
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I( you would like 10 contaa 1he sponsors- of this Christmas tree, 
please ~rite to: 

Mc. and Mc,. Randy Lon<!, 839 A,h R_bad, b,janistique, Ml 

William Gust Sellman and his wife t-lilma, S1ar1ed one of 1he 

first mmmercial fishing operation., in 1912, the same year the Rouse 

Simm0/15 saijed fQr the las1 time from Thompson Harbor, One of 

William'.• fun bo,i, WU the "Dorothy s• and - b•ill by a local 
man. William and Hilma', children, including our rootbe, Evelyn, 

were born in Thompson on the family farm. In 1924, be moved his 

family and busmes, to neighboring Mini,rique, ind the bu,ine,s w,s 

pu,ed down from generation IO genenlion ii< many year, afterward,. 

Our family hu been pfOlld IO be an imponan1 pan of 

Thompson hislory and ••••ntly donated -1 olbr:ms of photos, 
anides and family inbmation ., the Thompion Hillarical Cqmrnii-

tee. 

CW, ,.,,.,kl""'.r,,.+..,.,...,,""7_,-
6\/-,.,r;.,tfw_.1-l,,,.,faa.-j,,st,•.,._•..., 

Ji,,r,,r""• a m 2 
cC<...,~ 

I!,( 

ol'.'..i,,~qq..,-
cf,,,,~ot?..,- qo....f 

11,, .,._...., - - ol Wilin Sclbor, -.1 tbe /Janllby 
Sin ... 'Il,oi_, Hamor. /w ,.,_ con iri by tho.,._, -.rg 
,.,.,p;a,......,_....,._...,bdinlhe'""' l_..nl 
-•--.shirtaltio! 

u,.,. would lib ti)-, the.::" cl .... a......-Jll,olt 

Mr.llol>rnHecl,ag.901Maniotilp._........._Mla51 
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.Hundreds of ye.an ago, Nariv,e Aroeri<::aM and French fu.r 
ttadtin mveled in c.anocs aaoss 1hc rough waters: of Lake Michi-
gm On one ocwion, -a group of French sailoo; were caught in a 
terrifying storm which foKed them 10 scel shelter. They landed 
on the rody iliOre of ._ harbor and found refoge. in the bay while 
waiti1,1g Ot.11 the stOnn, Befort leaving, 1hey named the harbpr Seu! 
Q,oix (pmf1!Jlln<ed Sis..shwa) which tr,nsbtes to "Only Choice." 

1lle Seul Chaix Poim Lighthouse ho, repre,en,ed pcace-
fulnt,,s and a plact of~ during the diangmg time,. The Na• 
rive Americans and fur tradea sought .safelf in the harbor while 
fishermen and loggers depended on its resources fcx their tivcll-
hood. Sailors relied on lhe peace of (llind brough1 by the light 
and fog ,ign,L Today, lhe fuhing atad shippiog indusuie, need 
the light as a navigational aid 

11,e ligh\hou,e is !Qated east of Thomp,on where Cap· 
WJl Schunemann once docked 10 k>ed trei's for his hometown of 
Chkago. N the Captain and his aew sailed the: grea1 waten of 
La.kc Michigan, this historic. lighthouse. was likely a beacon for 
them as well. 

i::.atue$t known existing phcmgn1ph of the 
Sad Chou: Point L~Ul0\1se 
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lf yoo "'-ould Ii~ ro comaa the sponsors of this Oiristl:na$ tn!it, pleae. 
wrirew· 

Gulliver Hi:s:totkal S«iety 
, 672N West Gulliver Lake Ro.ld, Gulliver, MI 49840 

The following riarrolive was -'lifr,--,ten l,y F,ru Webb in f<mti 1'1etnory; of .her 
GroMMIJ Kate who 'lf•(U a'W'-1")' impeirldnl fipn In Th°"'(Mon flisto,y. 

lllOITipson in lhe CAJiy dlt~ after the lwnber business 1:>ot>m be-
came mainly a fonnilVJ: community. Must were run by 1.u,gc families 
with lots ofchilclrc,I). My maternal grandmother, Kate Squires. '-'.\S a 
\'alaant worrum, and a proud Native Amcric.:m. She served as Tiiomp-
Sc>.11 Townsj1ip Trcasut<;r for rnany )'Can. She~ ta.1mr.lC/midwifo. who 
br~ more 1ha11 300 habit!$ inlo the world. She ofltm alx:oinpanicd 
Dr. Tuck.tr On m,my of hii qj(g in the area. She walled loOR d1,-1ances 
in aU kinds of '-''t'allK!t' 10 ht'lp IJIOSC in •~I of medical c-are. Many 
rcsidenll couldn't affonJ 10 call d1e dodof' bul knew lhcy c0t1kl dcpcnd 
on Kaac. She wa.s a strong woman who 1-.ncw much ,:11hou1 Native 
A.Jncrr.m hcrt,s. and n.mcdics. One winla- C\'Cnil1fC while out on a 
emand or men.,-, Crandma came u110n an old woman known -,.s Squaw 
Mary, iipparcntly sJec;1>ing in a snow bank. Siooc Squaw Ma:ry W'ill 

known lb be fond of "lire~r". il Mil assumed she was. not frw.cn 
lhere, but merely slce1>i11g. hownu", she Wat \.'el)' cold. Grandma took 
bu in ..,d """ he, hut. IOUJ> and l<a and Ma,y thaw.d out niccly. 
Si.occ she w.u certain that Kale had aaw:d her life and in gndi(wk, pw 
her dr ~l recipe fur die f.inom •ttda, ~• fur lfflid1 

OOled, Tiac pouJtic,c, :all('ln«I in;u1y lulO'ffl bealiao, manyow:rni&hl. • 

K.atc died loo socm iD 1942: at the age of 67. She is an unf~ pc71011 
and a role model C. me. ~re Mft a;lways,Jou of ma,dJ around M' 
ia"Yc ~ud .she. -.1M most llOS))itabte pmoo I h.wc ewr known. In lhotc; 

day,, oo nutnJl .......is, lhoro ...,. ......,. dal\ces"' the T-, H>ll md 
Kate 1>l>j'cd ll,c ,-. ma my c-.. I lirun, ...,.,i the ..,Jin ,nd 
$00lCQrne,,; Uni;:lc. JCllm called the 1quarn. All of ._ cWdral kl'WIC'd d11t. 
squa,,~ bec::lal'ft. .-Ot:.!W>sndimes allowed IOjilin in llhe dancirig. 
TIM:: aduh danccn ..W pick ut up ,¥Ml ,pu, w around Ullli Wlff per, 
J'M;n.dkub.r 1o d-.c Docili llwa,,t,Xlfl rw a.nd M: fcltallllOMl.1'11• 
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, ,-, .. 1,11111,, t,' 
. • 1;,. d~ 
•I,,.,., ''ifo"'r) 

1111t1Hp, t11l h 11 '-Ill 111, 1111111 ~011\111111111¥ 1111d 11111,· II' 
lllfllll\ ur 1h,• old lumh .. •1111J! u,w,, lun lt j~ II 1'14.·011i1 htl 
plu'"'' 10 1h 11 ,111,I 11 g,,, ,11 l"lli'1~ 111 \1llu ll10ll In 

h I Our t 'h,ntf,N F1 h1H,h' \ \'l' hnr~.• 1hnt thl, hoh 
dA\ ~1.'I\\\Ml ,~ u,w th«.t L' hk">-wtl ,~ 11h t!i.MKI h1.1l~hh ,md 
h«'pp11"-'"' lm )out tunul\', 

H lHII '-'WI 11ml y, 111n,dl II\ out 11,·,l nl 11\t' wuo,h, 
pk•1\\t1 1o;lnp tn vi,1t w1111: Li1,1 )'olt 11J ( '11II lo, ' l1M.• I la'i 
u1111, t 'h rn111111, Ta·,• 'tlup". 

t)ur ~!r11mU1Uhl1f .itkl !~"1111 1!1jrn,Unrlwr, O,;ho, rn: 
lfdf)I (11,flo/tfut/ 

"f/•M."ff I \., l Nf'• I,• q :,m, 
Si411k•,· \\ ,1~ ,km11 <Hl tht~ d,Kl, 111 llttl1n1),on ll (lJ'ht)f 1h1,.1 

nu•ht hdo11.• tlh,1 HtHt,t' .,\(mmoH, ,,u~·~I O~ho1m.+ w11, 111\ 
n,,J hun«·1 011d w nlsrm '-'it~ pk·11uh1\ 111 1lw \\'\~ttl~ 1uorn)d 
hi._ forro Ml he W A~ hAl'I')' 111 ,uppl, Mm1c. llh .. 'lll Ii 11 tlu., 
, I'\'~'~ f\'turn VO)'"!!'' f(l ('h1\·n~10 I h~ !tl'1\11do;rn1, W11)r11,· 
Suu1k·)'- "·ho i~ u. m,,nllt~r ol rn11 1l1,tt111n1I <:\1mm11t,,·, 
n.:1m~rnl:M.·1~ ·i.,~rnmp.~"' titlkil)I! H't\' lhndly ohn.111 1hl· Sd111\' 
n~mtmn1s, 1.>s1x·t:ially HnrhM,1 v, hn hmJ hu"-"h iH 1hdr 
hmm.· with hi!rl wHt Flortthd. 

rh.4 n"v,Jrl,1 "'(,.,,,,~. 

Our fornily has l.v(-.:t io ~111ompm11 for ~,, !tl'1l('rtllit\U~ 
Jnd w~ arc proud 10 lw n pju1 ot ch~, hhH,ry urn.I '-'M.:itcd 
m be m Ch1cilgn ni1wry~~ix )'\'.'H'S nh~r 1hc Hou.,'<' .Stiu11u>11., 
~n,k't! froin our hurbnr. 

Oki i\hlt c,,,w 11h,1m 
t:111111!1~ t),hut1ie ~l,lflk)' "° l11J1111tt"II l1v d,.,, rnl MH,w, 

11 \'OU "L\ h ,, , l OO(A< t dw a/"11111S11r~ ,,I ,hi~ t J1mt1111" '1'11-'f' )110 11,.~, wnh 

B 
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'" IAurlC' Jiu11,l11, l2?il~ N ~1e11l(")i ltu~I, M1m"'1111uf' , Ml 4'}tl"4 

Ouc uf 1IK' fm, hl\lon11m ul 'I hom1,,on w11,, ow tl1odwr So: 1:n,ml 
mother, (;l'1tri~I" ( 1'11yki1 ) (),i1trhrn1,, %1: hcwu1 •~11hc1111Jl 1lw lnfHr 
m11tHm in ord~•r cq pmv1dl' n /('(11rJ for hC!r -.un M-.l d11u!~hM, 

Ct•rn1:i11 w,, (HIii~ in ' l'humrt!,01\ Ill\ JA11u11ry 10, NO(i, /\I 1h111 11111\' 
1ll\' lurnl\\·1 r,111! w'.11 11 very im1,or111111 111m uf' clw v1lltt1c, Sit\• wrt•1l' 
1ho11 \hr Mlll'i 11hc.•1fil ,11C11k1111: 0111 cnrl~ ,n 1ht murniu•t 10 1~11 ,u~J i.11 
1t111hl· hm,ht, pll~ 10 w11h h 11w .,hl1~~ fl~ th(y ~111ltd in Ami 0111 nl 1lw 
hMhu, 'ilw 11nill 1ht•y woulcl 1111\0('HVN 0111 ~1 ftir and 1hcn, nll 111 
htH\', lll11,1 dw \1111,. It wu 11l'tili' tty~ 11 h1•111111ful MUhl, (:ro,1:111 would 
h•t•p 01lC' '-'Yt' 011 1ht- ho111,, 1111d 1)1H.' ,tyr. ,)111 for her mo1hcr, whu v.·11\ 
•"-'Wr 1oj> liir l~lihKj h,•r \b uttfoct'~ t'"'"l)1Hk-"' 

I Ihm•, W\'rl' dw luu,:khono of 1•1trly ~,m:11111 f)lk'fi11Ntn\ '""' 1h1· 
U•irm ~n•t'l• O rtJ for hy 1h~1t driv('rtJ Ork' 111 ( ~trj:UI\: hlf:hh!Jhh 11( 
h,·r l'llfly duhll\fMK.I w,u to h11l1I th,• "'11" o l • lf•m n1mtd ri..11dt1n.• 
, oJ l'op~y, whr11 cm 1hd1 wny he1tk m 1hti lMih 11 1hry wu\lM ~•np 111 
l'hnt11p,-11l ''"-'k "' dnnk 1)1\wr ,,f 11~ 1e1m, Mr 11«:<l I llnl•,011, 
woulJ w1ut l,y d1~ , rt•,·k 111k.l lt•t 1hc , luldrrn uf 1hc il'l'A Jriw 1h,\ 
h, ,rt,t·, hat k 10 th,· h.un 
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<.: (fmr6t,;,,,,,,.,i 
<..-./;,.,. n,, cie-,., ,,y:..,,, 

u,1, o16,,,.,,,,, t"' ;,, .. ·"" .,,,.,, .. ("'>,t,,i,,,,f 
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I li ,-.d & C.:1'CWt~14 IIY,<tl for m•ny yran on 1hr ,hclftluw J\1\1 "' 
,101~ d111,w awoy frotn ""hrl\' dw Rri,1\C' 'i/mmont 11.,1 tlor~ed 

I( you wMh ,,. rn11111 ... 11ht .,......, ut tha, < hrucma, 'I fff 
yuu m/l/1WIK'hl 

Mr & Mt- lloryl I•,.,..,,.,., :MjlN M WI, c.,,u, Ml 4'11117 
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To Our Chicago friends! We hope that this holiday sea-
son is one that is ble$Sl!d with good health and happiness 
for your family. 

Our dad, Cecil Johnson, was born in Thompson 
in 1908. He and our mother, Evelyn, raised not only 
three daughterS but five of our cousins who were left or-
phans a, an early age. Cecil died al the age of 39 from a 
heart attack while chasing a pig ou1 in the front of 1he 
family home where I still live today. Our family has many 
food memories of Thompson. 

I married my husband, Gerald Turek, and we 
raised eigh1 children here. ln 1980, Gerald opened a used 
car parts/junk yard and ran it until 2006 when he passed 
away from cancer. Our youngest son, Paul took over the 
business. We also haw: a cabin on Lake Michigan close 
by where we have had many get-togethers with family and 
friends over the yeacs. Bach spring for the past 33 years 
we have a smelt fry on the beach by the cabin and people 
come from all over to anmd. 

Our lake frontage is only about 1/2 mile from where 
the Thompson Docks once were located and the Rouse 
Simmons would have passed right by on her way to 
the docks. 

My family and I hope you enjoy this authentic 
Christmas Tree and wish you the very best in the com-
ing year. 

Mer,:y Christmas! 
From Our House to Yo=, 

In Memory of Cecil & Evelyn Johnson 

I 
The pkrure abou1 wu of d,e: Lumber C@npan)' ollk.c_. gene,.! fll:tre and 

post office, all in one: building and was locatt:d on the main street in 
downtov.n 11lompwn, MI. 

lfyou wi.shtocontact lhe sponsorsofthisChristmastree. you may write 
to: 

{..'harlenc Turek, 16:92$ Little Harbor Road. ManiS!Jqm:, Ml 498S4 
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G\J, fami\y hopes lhal you will enjoy thio ,_ that bu been har-

v-e,1ed from the r..- neor Thompoon. We wisl, you a So: and 
H appy Holiday Seuoo! 

y 
C 
K 

(lJr grandparents-, Joseph H. & Elizabeth VanDyck, were 
uue enuepreneurs. They starred their grocery store business in 
Thomp,oo but la1er moved 10 neighboring Manistique_ According to 

papers kept in my grandfather's .safe. he was calJed as a witness to 
attend the inqu<.11 of 1he m<idems lha1 leod up to the sailing of the 
R.Ol.1# -Siqunonr from Thomp$<:>fl Harbor on November 221 1912. 

Ar !he inqu•~~ my grondfilher related ma, Ml. Schuenemann 
and n,o - made the purclwe of supplios for the trip from his 
store, 'Ibey were not only tr.quern """"'1ffl bm also friends of the 
family. While in M,nistique, they often M,-d with •ither the 
V onl>yo liomily o, 01hen in the neighborhood. 

7he ston! wu opented "1 mony )IOffl a&erward and Al-
though tbt .,_ no longer there, mu,y locals tlill ......,,,i,., shop-
ping • Vanl>)d.'s. BVffllUllly the building wu """ down and my 
wtfe & I l,ulli our home on the ,iie. 
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In """'"' l..,. Thom?"<"' h-, be<ooje • popul.u plaa, 10 

lift. Retirees Crom all over the country and residents from Mao.srique 

and sum,und;ng .,.., haved moved 10 be,utiful Thompson. One 

sud! funily is lhc Wnuks, who lived in Marustique fo< 20 ye,,s and 

dramtd of building a hon,e in Thompson 90 1he propeny 1hey put~ 

die,edinl938. 
N01 long after becoming Thompson residents the magical 

,pell of ,he Chri,uno Tree Ship and 1he hislory of 1he villag~ became 
• put of 1he Wnuk's lffe. lnvned 10 be oo ,he new hislori<al advisory 
con:uninee, the interest became a passion. While working with the 
committee oo the historicll man.er projt.a tht history of this wonder-
ful plKe,ame alivc.. 

1nompson is a very ~('ll",NAI rlM'f" ,n many P"Qpl.e~ those th11 

have roou in I.he c-.ommunity and those that have only begun lo 

call it home 

,0,,.. Gv'n«f famif 
/r,,p:, lkarr rl,,,lid,,p.ra.= 
lf jiDe..l ,c/fl, Im~ ,nv/ I"""' 

TIW? photo 1ak.en above hu alwa~ been ooe of my favorites. 
I ofien wondered where these dvee ladies were he.ding M 
,hey walked , Jong in !he clir<aion of lhc lakeohore. (The 
large silo shaped struaure in background was !he 
burner of the otd lumber miD). 

If you would like to cone.a the spomoo. of this Christmas tree, 

please write 10: 

l\k & MN. Jody Wnul:, 9477W Caruon Rood, Mani,oqu,, Ml 49854 

A:s ntwcorne,s 10 ~his lltea, we are proud to relive the hlStory 
of the Thompson area and sponsor a ChristnUls tree hand cut from 
me local fo""1. 

The curraa raft pictured at 
left is open year eround. % 

0 
R 

Our fmiify has always been drawn 10 this area br our vaca. 
lions. The be.ualul shoreUnes, wondtrful fi,hing and well hp, camp-
grounds w= ,he pafea place IO =-pe 1he &.nric paa, of Michigan's 
major cities. We were fortunate to be able to move here for our re-
tiremem years. 

Ono mthe majm .,_,.,,,, in Thonp,on Towoohip is the "Big Spriqp" 
°' "ltild,.iti,kip". This - ._, -~ ...,._ Offl 10.000 
gdons ........ &om ,he - - in .... undedyiac .......... bof. 

N 
As we have settled in10 1he area, the unique hislOry of 1his 

lumbering town has intrigued us and inspired the de:sire to share tht 
""'l' wlili all who-. Thomp!On. We have panicipo1ed in 1he ..,.b-
lishmern of • histori<al m,rke, ond Ufflpfflive panels on lhe ,boreline 
of Lake Michigan at lhe me where 1he doas and mil ona, wm. 

We hop.e !O" will <njoy ,his small !<lbn oflhc hood shared 
l;y O.C.go ml Thompson. May thii .....,., bring you peooe & joy! 

Merry Christmas 
From 

1he Zorns 

lcsJ Scanned with CamScanner 

bn tnd the - • """'-· --.... -"' Heo""•• • ride - the tpq on !he ,olf-p,opeled nlt is one • 
you woald not ..... <,,,get 
,. ,.. ...... &om the pbooo behw, ... his .,_ .... - .... 
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The name Mackinaw t1as its roots in the ancient 
Native AJnerican langt.\age Qf tl1e Great Lakes. 
Specmcally. II Is derived from the word 
Midlilimackinac 01 rile Ojibwa language, meaning 
"ISiand or 111e Great Tunte·. Botli Ma<;ki(1aw 111,c 
EngliSh derivation) and Mackinac (tlie French aer1-
Vc11ion, where M<JC"' is pronounced, ,.,.aw") a,e 
derived from this word and pronou()\;e(l (Mak'in6). 

Mackinaw \WAGB-83) "vas 09n.s1ructed ~uring 
wwn in respol1~ to.the A~ 10 keep shipping 
aClive during the ¼inter 1non1hS 10 maintail1 
proch.1ciioff of steel. For thi,s purpose. congress 
authorized the constru_clion of 6 state of 1he an 
lcil:bre.iker 10 be pennan1>hliY Stallo1,ed In the 
Ore.'U u,J<es. I let k'cel wa~ laid on 3/'20/ I 943 In 
Toledo. Of-I and she was commlssk:med on 
12/20/1944. She OOgan operalions by the end 
of December of thal year. and wa!'i homeported in 
ChebOygan, Ml. She v\raS a variant of the WlND 
Class p0lar icebreaker. Mer deslgJ1 W"'dS m.,de 
longer with a wider bonm and shallower draf1 10 
allow her 10 opemte in the Grea1 t.:akes. The 
culler was originaUy 10 Be rn•uned MANfTOWO€. 
bu< 1his name ha(I already been used py 1hc Navy 
for a seagoing 11,1g. The ·M~c". ·ouardlan or the 
L-akes· ancl ·Grea1 \'¥hHe Mome,· as MACKlNAW 
ha.'i- been known with affection., provided over 60 
years of ou1s1anQir)g service 10 the cornmunilies 
and commercia1 en1erprtses of 1he Gw,at Lakes. 
1-1er age made her very e.xpen.<;lve ani:1 diffiu111 10 
mainiain and thus, she was ~rnmissloned in 
June 2006 where she now serves a,; 'a bejl<Jtiful 
lakeside marl time museum In Mat:kinaW Clly. 
Miehigan. 

11'IC new uscoc MAC/(INAW (WUIB-30) \"'15 
desrgncd and wns1rue100 10 provide rrn.tltt-
miSsion capabilities wilh s1a1e of the ar1 systems. 
-some of 1he misSions 1hat 1he new MACKINA w 
conducts on 1he Grea1 Lakes are search and 
rescue, t,uoy ,ending. dOmesllc icebreaking, 
Matilit~ HQmeland SecurilY operallons, J)Oliullon 
w..sponse. law enfor<:.-ement and public affairs. 
She cames on !he proud leg;,ey and 1roott1on of 
t,cr predeceSSO' In providing servtce 10 Ille 
rnannme community in 1he Grear Lakes. 

Whal does WLBB sland fo(I 11'IC -w· haS been 
applied 10 all eoas1 Guard ships stnce WWII 10 se1 
lhem aj)arl from Navy ships. 1l'le ·1.: is (or 
worldng t,oa1 (LOa<i bearing! and 1he 11rs1 ·a· is for 
Big . so. •LB" means BIS BuOY 1encter and 1he 
final ·a· IS for (lce)breakcr. 
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************************* * The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw (WLBB-30) wu * 
: buitt by Marinette Marine Corporatioo, a subsidiary of Mani-* , * 1QWQC Marine Group. : I 
: 632CO!lstGuard Drive : * Cheboygan. Ml 4972 I * 

1 t Fabric11ion Began: April 14, 2004 *• , * Keel Laid: February 9, '2004 * 
l.,aUocbed: April 2; 2005 

: C-ommissioood: June I 0, 2005 : 

* t.enid> Ovmll: 24-0'0" * * ~:•r * * Draft: 16' * * Mn I mum Speed: I 5 Ids * * Crew: 90ffic<rs,5CPO's;41Crew * * Fuet on Copaciw 130,896 pUoos * * Law Enforcemen<: 2 Med. Siud Machine GUii$ & * * Various small am,s * * Main Propulsion: lotegraled Main Propulsion &. Eleelrical Plant * * Propeller>: ABB Azipod-10' Diamelet * 
*************************J 

******************* \/Ir Commanding Officer: CD!l Scott J. Smith * 
* * '1'f Commander Smith gradua1ed from the U.S. * * coas1 Guard Acadetny in t 990 earning his * * commiSsiOn and a Bachelors of Science * 

degree in Electrical Engineering. CDR smith * has served abOard four cutters, three ttme5 on ½ 
½ the Great Lakes and twice in comn,and. * 
* * * .CDR smith's mlitary de<:<>rattoos Include 6 * * -coast G\)ard commendation Medals with * operational dlStlngUlshing deVICe, the coast * Guard Actoovemen1 Medal, two Navy Achie\fe. * it mem Medals. three coast Guard unit * * (:omlnendaliOOS; the Coast Guard MerltoriouS * 
.A. Ufll1 ~. the Hum8lll1adan SerViOO * * Medal &. the PermllOOtlt CUttennarrs Pin. * 
****************** 



 

Tuesday. Nove1nber 251h, 2008 

Dan LaFoiUe. our close fricncl and one of our 
biggcsr supporters. along with Ri~k Toncray. 
had offered tQ drive us and the trees down to 
Cheboygan where the Mackinaw was in port. 

II was hard to believe that approxim ately 2 1 /2 
11ours af1er leaving home. "',l"e wouJcl be \Va1d1ing 

as our trees were loacled Onio the 
USCGC Mad<lnaw for the voyage down lo 

Chicago. For over three years. we had beet1 
dreaming of and planning for 1hL~ day. 

AS we drove into the par!<Jng lot. a quick phone 
call was made to Lieutenani Junior Grade (LT JG) 
Manhew Perkins. who promptly appeared and 
greeted us warmly. Almost immediately. he 

returned to the ship and the nexi thing we heard 
was an announcement over the loacl speaker, 
"All hand~ on cteck ti.> unloi)d Christmas trees·. 

I don'I think we could have put inlo worcts whal 
we were feeling at that moment. 

11 was incredil>lel 

We were reviving a tradition 1hat tlad er~dcd in our 
community on Novemt>er 22, 1 u 12. 
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I AS we wat<,'tied from J,elow, our trees were hanclled~ 
wirh (;are an<:!_ affe<:tlonareli, calle(I rile •official Trees•. 
AS each made it's way fmm trailer lo sl1i1> deck, we 
could hear rhe oclls rhat had been anachetl softly ring. 
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Top Lef1: On h,u1d l11ai ct:iy were members of 1he 
ROTC. They quick(y aopearecl on detk and mime 
do,vn the wall< 10 $rar1 loaoing our 1rees by l1and. 
Earlie( in 1he gay. 9ver 1 000 trees c.1.1t Joe;;llly from 1rcc 
fam"I!' and loaded by crane onto 1he deck of the 
Mackinaw. 



 

Right: crew from the Mackin/Ju; appeared on oeck to 
direct the process and made sure the trees were 
p laced in th<; proper location. we \',(ere welcomed 
aboard by ENS Qavi<;f Lieberman who offered 10 give 
us a guided tour of the ship. or course. we were 
exciled and honored to 1:,e given the opportunity. 
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Ll:!ft & 13elow: The 'CheJJoygan rrees had already been 
SectJrc(I by 1h,;, I/me we arrived. Our lrees were 
r,m(lomly placed on deck (houom left) and were kepi 
sectara1e. The Tl1ompson 1,ees were bound differ-
ernly rh~ the 01hcrs. h~KI an ornament and sponsor 
'card and each trw1k was marked Wilh a painlC(I red 
·r. Allhough we didn't see where rhe frees <'meted j 
up on clock. when 11ley arrived in CJ1f~1go, all 24 1recs 
were still togelher ancl given special a11en 1ion. 



Long gone are the days when the 
Captain would stand outside on a 
cold, stormy night holding on 
tightly 10 the wooden wheel of the 
ship -as the seas tossed the ship 
from side 10 side. 
Today, our most sophisticated 
ships are run expertly by joysticks 
and compute~. We ,vere amazed 
al the 1cchnology on board the. 
Maekinaw. 
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As pan of our tour. w e werei able 10 see many of 11,e 
room$ Where 1he ctay-ro-ctay operations of the 
Mackinaw take place. One of 11, e highlights, was 
being on 1he bridge, looking ou, over Cheboygan and 
sining in one of 01e captain cha(rs! 



The ride home was alrnosl as fun as the ride down 10 
Cheboygan. Pam & 1 had affec1iona1e1y named !ho 
Mackinaw 1hc "Buoy Boa1· and were licl<led 1ha1 our 
1rees were finally on board. we COl.dd hardly believe 

, 1ha1 In o d,,ys we would be on ow way 10 Chicago 

I 
an(l Navy Pier. Many 1imes 0)1 lhC way home. one of 
us would IOQk l>ack; see the (lllll)ty 1ra1ler being 
1owed and ask 1heo1her, ·where's our 1rcesr and 1he 
an1,wer wmdd always be "They're on 1he Buoy ooa11· 
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We ende<:I up in the gaUey and were invited 10 have 
lunt11 will', me crew. On the menu. ho1 dogs and 
hamburgers, curly fries and salad. io Qur great 
Surprise, ENS Liebennan showed us 1n10 100 ward 
room where wo ale our lunch with Commander Scot! 
J. Smill1. Wow! How can you 1op an experience like 
1ha1? After luncn. but before leaving lhe ship, we 
were able 10 buy ·official" Mad<lnaw ~-weatshirts. 
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ALGOMA, WISCONSIN\ 
Birthplace to Captain Herman Schuenemann l 

Thursday. December 4th, 2008 

Our goal was 10 see and ei-7Jerience as many points of 
intereS1 that we could on our trip to Chicago. The trees 
were tucked away on board the Mackinaw and we were 
fmally on our way. 

FitSt stop after leaving TI10mpson was Algoma. Wis· 
consin. f\lthough there are no significant historical points 
to visit here, we couldn't drive by wittiout -stopping. 

Top'Right: Christmas Tree Ship Poir1t. A small wooden 
marker has been placed near the water. The sign rea9s, 
"A schooner transporting Christmas trees 10 Milwaukee 
& Chicago passed this point in the 1800'5. cc1ptain Her· 
man Schuenemann of the Christmas Tree Ship 
"Rouse Simmons· was born in f\lgoma ... 

Botfom Left: \"o'fl Stiehl Winery. For 1l1ree years the win-
ery sold a commemorative wine bottle with a .special 
"Christmas Tree Ship" label. Although no longer using 
tl)at label, we purchased a case of their Christmas w ine 
10 share with our friends along the way. 

Bortom Right: on the front steps of the historic building 
Back. row (L to R) Deanna Flsh, Laurie Jasmin, Shirley 
Lei1geb, & Beth Malloch. 
Front row (L to R) Pam Zorn, Karen Klaus & Meg Wnuk 
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Wheel of the Rouse Simmons as restored by 
Mr. Jim Bratz. Mr. Brotz attended our cledica-
11011 for tilt> l 1tsrortcal marker ,n 2006. 
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Thursday. December 4th, 200s 

Rogers Street Fishing ~-1useum & Coast Guard Museum. 

Just about an hours drive from Algoma. we arrive(! at 
Two Rivers and were greeted by Sanely Zipperer, 
Director of 11,e museum. Although clos.ed for the winter 
months. Sandy had graciously offered a private to1.1r for 
our gr0\-!P- The museum is home to the restored 
wheel and 01her recovered anifac1s from the Rouse 
Simmons. Sandy, a shipwreck eml1usias1. emenained 
us with her knowledge of 1l1e schooner along with a 
great tale of the shipwreck Vernon.. A wonderful hour 
that was well spent and greatly apprec1a1ed 13y us all. 
What a great experience to s1and behind the wheel as 
caprain Herman Schuenemann had done over 96 years 
before vs. 



flltg/ 
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L to R: Karen Klaus, SIWlcy 
Beth Malloch, Pam Zorn, Laurie 
Deanna Fish & Meg Wnuk. 
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HISTORIC 

ROOERS STREET 
FISHING VILLAGE 

& 
GREAjLAKES 

COAST GYAIID MUSEUM 

2010 Rogers Street 
wo Rivers, Wisconsin 54241 

(920) 793-5905 
www.rogersstreet.com 
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Arter leaving 1'vVO Rivers. our next plannccl c\estination was 
tl,e Milwaukee Yacht Club where 11,e House Simmons ancl,or is 
on display. \Viii, l1eavy traffic and less than perfect directions 
fron1 !\lap Que,.st. we rnissecl the desired exil so we l,y-passed 
tile cily of Milwaukee completely. Perl1aps we would try again 
on our return trip. 

T he entire ride was smootll sailing all tl,e way with Pam 
at 111e wheel ancl Meg as our navigator. All were relieved when 
we reached tl,e 1101el and were able to unload. have a cup of 
coffee, and begin planning for tl,e next day. 

Arter a brief rest, we l)undled up against 111e cold and took 
a brisk walk down (O Navy Pier, whicl, was only four blocks from 
our llotel. Satisfied tllat we were prepared for the early morning 
an'iVal of the Mackinaw. we 11ea,ded back to tile room and shared 
a bonle of w ine from 11,e von Stiel1I winery. 
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9 h nJp:1t111 /5__Mt,rt , ieal ~ 1i,Jo ':Y' Yl3c1m?'nil1Re 
1251S N. Stanley Road 
Manistique, Ml 49854 
Phone (906) 34/-6338 

lauriejasmin@centurytel.net 

(Letter mailed to all tree sponsors) 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Crosby 
3256S Whitecaps Trail 
Manistique, MI 49854 

Dear Dan & Char, 

Our committee would like to thank you for supporting our 
"Christmas trees to Chicago" project. we are enclosing a 
copy of your sponsor card that will be attached to one of 
the twenty-four trees that will be given to a disadvantaged 
family in the Chicago area. 

On November 1 6 th , the trees will be cut and wrapped and 
then delivered on November 251h to the US coast Guard 
Cutter Mackinaw. The trees will arrive in Chicago on 
December 5 th aboard the Mackinaw at Navy Pier. several 
members of our committee will be present to participate in 
the many festivities. 

This year the tradition of bringing trees from the Upper 
Peninsula to Chicago will be revived. Ninety-six years ago, 
on November 23rd, 1912, the Rouse Simmons sank with a 
load of trees from our forests. On December s & 6, these · 
trees will come full circle as they finally arrive in Chicago. 

With warm regards and gratitude, 

Thompson Historical Advisory Committee 
Wayne Stanley, Charlene Crosby, Meg Wnuk, Pam zom, 
Deanna Ash & Laurie Jasmin 
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