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The Christmas Tree Ship was a pubic relations project of the 
Milwaukee based brokerage firm, Blunt, Ellis, & Loewi, Inc. This historical 
documentary was produced by WTMJ-TV (Channel 4) Milwaukee, and was 
offered for purchase to its regular, local advertisers. At the suggestion of our 
advertising agency, McDonald, Davis & Associates, BEL purchased 
exclusive rights to the piece. 

For several years at Christmastime, the program would be run on local 
TV stations in the Midwestern cities where BEL had offices. It played from 
Wausau to Omaha and Decatur to DesMoines. In addition, twelve copies of 
the 16mm film were produced for the BEL lending library. Organizations 
throughout the United States borrowed a film for their meetings year ' round. 
It was estimated the over 100,000 people saw the movies, and many more 
thousands viewed it on television. 

This DVD was made from my personal copy of the movie. Obviously, 
the many years of storage degraded the film quality, but the story remains in 
tact. After the DVD loads in your player push the PLAY button to 
commence viewing. 
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The Story of 
the Rouae Simmons 
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UVD Couer 
Ur. 'ChomQS L. Nolan, Jr., EldO, pcrsonailti reformottc-d the origiool 

documcntQrtJ to include o trlbute to our ,Michigan Hi.stocicol 
Jvfork.er Project. 'Che sole of this DVD helped the Commtitec 

mtse funds to flnooce the purcbose oF the mark.er. 

This commemorative version 
of 

The Christmas Tree Ship DVD 
would not have been possible 

without the generosity of 

Dr. Tom Nolan 

The Thompson Historical Advisory 
Committee 

is very appreciative of 
all of his efforts and expertise. 



 

July 18, 2006 

Laurie Jasmin, Chair 
Thompson Marker Advisory Committee 
P. 0 . Box 174 
Manistique, Ml 49854 

RE: Christmas Tree Ship Marker 

12922 N. Whillock Canyon Dr. 
TUCIOO, /lZ 85737-1803 

520-797-2664 
drtomnolan@comcast.net 

Thomas L. Nolan, Jr., EdD. 

Sometimes history gets a life of its own; this has been true for the story of the 
Rouse Simmons, commonly known as the Christmas Tree Ship. During a violent Lake 
Michigan storm, and what some might call bad luck, this schooner gained its place in 
history_ 

Since being involved with the original movie, created to memorialize the final 
voyage of the Christmas Tree Ship, it's been apparent to me that the real story is about 
aR the years of success Capt. Herman Schuenemann had delivering Thompson trees to 
Chicago. He created a tradition. 

HopefUlly, In the future, visitors to this Marker will remember the story of 
Thamplon'• role In making so many Chicago Christmas' a joyous event. 
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iaiiiai 
since 1816 

Dedication of historic marker 
to be held in Thompson Oct. 21 

The Thompson Hisiorical Love~ and "The Christmas 
Advi50ry Committee has an- ·r ree Ship: The Story of Cap-
nounced the dedication date tau\ Santa." 
for the new state histotical "This is the culmination of 
marker which will be installed many months of research and 
!his fall at the public access fund-raisin~.'' says Laurie 
site, located just off US-2 in Jasmin, the si.ih-generation 
Thompson Township. The Thotnps\'>n resident who thairs 
event is sdleduled for Satur- the historical committee, "We 
day, Oct. 21, at 2 p.m. are all looking forward to this 

The committee has beel1 eve11t." 
f<II' JIMlral yeMS to Jasmin notes that installation 

i~ die lllllfker, which will , of the marker is only phase-
lie t lllo history of one of their plans for the ac-

side> and on cess site. Future work will 
!he include new inlerpretive signs 

of call and other amenities. 
Slln- The committee is cqntinuing 
1,ee ils lund-ralsing campaign with 
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of the 1970s video that was 
produced by Milwaukee tele-
vision station WTMJ and 
Loewi & Co. 

The DVDs are available at 
the Mustard Seed in Manis-
tique, the Thompson OutpQst 
and tile gill &hap ai..-Pa1111$ 
Book SJa(e Paik. 

A lso available from commit-
tee members are the popular 
18-month Thompson hisli,rical 
calendars. 

For more info,matioo ai,,,st 
the marker dedication. ,pie 
committee or the fund.nlU\IIC 
program, contact Jumla at 
laurie@uplogon.com. 



 

Historic marker to o e---~--------
dedicated on Saturday 

Everything is SCI for this 
weekend's dedication of the 
I\C\\'CSC Michigan historical 
marker, commemorating lhe 
history of Thompson Town-
ship and the ill-fated Rouse 
Simmons. better known as the 
Christmas Tree SMp. 

Volunteers recently installed 
the milker at its new home: 
the Lake Michigan public ac--
cess lilc, located off of US-2 
between Rogers Parle and Lil• 
tie Harbor Road. 

The marker contains two 
separate historical write-ups.. 
On one slde it rcview-s the his--
1ory of 1he tow,tShip. On die 
other, ThomJ)S.on is honored as 
1he la.sl port-of-call for lhe 
Rouse Simmons, which de-
paned from 1he harbor on Nov. 
22, 1912, bound for Chicago 
with a load of Christmas 
and sank the next day near 
Two Rivers, Wis, 

The public is invited to at-
1end die marker dedication, 
whtd> lakes place dlis S..Ur-
day, OCI. 21, al 2 p.m. 

Among dlose slated IO speak 
at the ceremony are Thomas 
Truscott of die Jl1ichipn His-
1oncal Commission and local 
midents J\1eg Wnuk and Char 
Crosby, both members of 1he 
Thompson HiSIOrical Advisory 
Comm111ee, die volunteer 
group dlat spearheaded the 
nwl<er projecl. 

Music will be provided 81 
die c:cmnony by bagpiper Siu 
Haskell. 

The dedirAtion ia only the 
SIi 
Af 
jol 
To 

w 
PW 
be 
m 
Tl 
P1 

Story of Captain Santa,.,, 
Also on hand will be Dr 

Thomas Nolan, Glenn Lon-
gacre of the National Arclllvc.s 
Great Lakes Museum in Chi-
cago, and local resident Eris 
Webb, whose grandmolher 
was Kate Squires, a wcll-
lcno-A11 Thompson midwife. 

Olher ancnclces will ,ncludc 
Upper Peninsula music:wt and 
author Carl Bchr,nd, who 
wrote. a song about the ~ousc 
Slmmons and a.. recent novel 
inspired by die vessel's ,1ory 

Honoftd guests will include 
William Ehling, 1he 81""dson 
of Rouse Simmons captain 
Hermann Schuenemann; Kent 
Bellrichard, lhe di,er who 
found die wreck of lhe Sim, 
mons in 1971; dhrer Jim Brou.. 
>Abo res1ored the wheel or lhe 
schooner. \\hic:h is now on 
display at \he Rogcn Street 
f ishing Museum in Two Riv• 
crs, Wis.; diver Steve Rado-
"'"; and Peter Sco1land of die 
Wisconsin Marine Historical 
Society. 

The Thompson marker is 
one of seven being dedicated 
around die s1ate dlis fall. 

According 10 die Jl1ichigan 
DeponmCIII of History, Arts 
and Libraries, new historical 

plaques were dedicated ear'ier 
this month in downsl.alc Jack-
son, J1111'$hall and Macomb 
Coonl)'. Othon will be un-
veiled in the coming wcckJ in 
the Lower Michigan communl• 
ties of HanlaDd. Center Line 
and Imlay CII)', 

The Thom,,son Hi!lorical 
Admory Cornmiltee has betn 
"'orking on the markff prqect 
for several yean, canyina out 
a fu\ld-ralsing campaign, g11h-
ering 11! the necessary infor• 
mation, and consulting with 
die Michi&an HISlorical Corn-
mWion, Dcplrtment of Envi-
ronm<n181 Quality and Dc-
partmen1 or Narural RC$0ucce$, 
ultimately winning approval 
for the marlr;;er and the site. 

Monetary donations ..-ere 
recei\'ed from the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indi-
ans and a nomher of local resi• 
dents, Other contributions in• 
eluded labor and materials for 
the site pttparai:ion and irs.111-
Jarion. 

Widl 1he marlcer in place, 
the committee hopes to c~ 
tinue 1'3ising money and mak-
ing improvements at the access 
site, some day aading -ocher 
inttrpre1ive sig1'5 and ameni-
ties. 
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Above: voluntHra Install 
the new Thompson Town-
ship historical rnner at the 
publ ic acces1 ,ne on Lake 
Michigan. The marker, a 
project ol the ThOmpaon 
Hl1torlcal AdvllOIY Commlt-
lH, describe• the history ol 
the township on one side 
and the story ol the tamed 
"Christmas TrH Ship" on 
th\ other. The m-r, one 
ol seven being unveiled 
around the atate thla l al1, 
will be cledlcatodthls satur-
day, with a c:efefflOftY at the 
site and a program after• 
wards at the nearby town· 
ship hall. A number of dlg-
nltarieswlll be on hand and 
the public lo Invited to at-
tend. ~-, 

Weeki --
Hlgh41 
Low36 

AM Clou 
PM 

Sh-

Octokr 19, 2006 



 

Historical marker 
to be dedicated 

f3/,~ lo,,, 
e-x-an;, .. 
o~ r~'-.0 

_THOMPSON - The Thompson 
Historical Advisory Committee 
announced the Michigan State Histori-
cal Marker commemorating last port of 
c~ll of the Christmas Tree Ship and the 
V 11lage of Thompson will be dedicated 
on Saturday, Oct. 21 , at 2 p.m. with a 
ceremony at the Thompson Access site 
offUS-2 in Thompson. 

Organizers have also planned refresh-
ments and a Christmas Tree Ship pro-
gram by author Rochelle Pennington at 
the Thompson township hall immedi-
-atel y following the dedication ceremo-
ny. 

''This is the culmination of many 
months of research and fund-raising. We 
are all looking forward to this event," 
said Lauire Jasmin, chair of the commit-
tee and sixth generation Thompson res-
ident. 

Jasmin also notes that this is only 
phase one for the marker si~. Future 
plans include the the installation of inter-
pretive signs. Fund-raising efforts will 
continue with the sale of the commemo-
rative~oftbeOnimlias Tree Ship 
DYi ~the 

1'e-
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' '<;)J(Ul; (J/{R/ invited 
1. to 

The Dedication Ceremony of the 
Thompson Historical Marker 

commemorating -

The Christmas Tree Ship 
and 

The Village of Thompson 
i • 
l 
i 

io Thompson, Michigan i 
'_! • w \ • • Ii , 
. \., . 

: : f:Satur~ay, O~tober 21; 2006 
,~: ·: t ( : at I ! l 

t·_ 2 ~1clock in the afteft~on 
at t Thomps ' · · 
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You are cordially invited 
to 

The Dedication Ceremony 
of the 

Thompson Historical Marker 
commemorating · 

The Christmas Tree Ship 
and . 

The Village of Thompson 

in 
Thompson, Michigan 

On Saturday, October 21 , 
at 

21 o'clock in the afte 
at 

e Thompson Ac es 
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<D«liaaion 
oftlie 

,Crstoria,{~ 
COfflfllefllOl'I 

'l1ie ~• of 'lJiompson 
a,uf 

'l1ie Cmistnuls '.Tm Sliip 
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~,}VIk~ 
Last Port of Call for tbc 

°"1stmas 'CtcC 
i..oca1e<1 on 1he shores of Lake MIChlga,1. 
Thompson was once· a bUSllinS hJml>Cr 
corrunun11y 1ha1 wcJoomed captain Herman 
Schuenemann inlO 1fieir h6meS & heans. A 
Mtchlgan S1a1e t-llsloric Marker has been 
erecicd to aotnmemora1e 1he Village and 
11,c; 'legend of 1116 Rouse s1mrnoriS, Iha! left 
the Thompson docks on NovemJ)er 22. 
I 91 2 Wilh a· load of local tre,es l)oun<l for 

$g:i~'on Townsl1ip iS In !he aentr;,1 U.P. 
ln beau1iful Stl\oolcraft County. Home to 
.Michigan's largest spring. Kilctii·tl•ki·Pi. two 
s1a1e Parks and a s1a1e f15h hatchery, an 
ideal place lo Vi\Calion. Come visll & relax Locatedjusto!ftJS.2 Highway in 
1n Tllomps<>n al'ld <Ji,;c(?Ver the tranQUWIY of 1l1ompsot1, 6mil<' Weot ofM;wisliquc 
the l).P. 

Our Program was printed and handed out at the dedication 
ceremony. (Yes, this too was designed by Meg! Such talent!) 
From start to finish, this project was first class. The next twe 

pages show all four pages of the program. 

The post card at the top was actually made by me after the 
dedication. This was brought to the National Archives Great 
1.ak.es Resion in Chicag-0, IL and various stops when I went 

on a road trip with author, Rochelle Pennington in 
December 2006. 



 

<Detfu:ation 
oftlie 

,Cistorica{ 9tf.a¥ 
Commemoratino 

'11ie 'Wfage of 'Inompson 
a,u{ 

'11ie Cliristmas 'l'ru Sliip 

'IMmpson~cass Site 
~!Micm/Jaff 

Octolier 21, 2006 
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(J)e/{"u:ation Ceremony 
Satunfay, Octo6er 21, 2006 

2:00(/XM 

,Welcome 
!Meg'l#ul.{ 

'11iDmpson :KIS'tmicaf .,Uwory Committu 

Jnttrxiuctitm ef H'onoml fiuuts 
CliarCros5y 

'11iompson :Hisrorical ~tfvisory Committee 

~1llllZVI// (jrace 
Stu Jfas~II, <Piper 

ef !M~ 
!Mr. 'lliomas 'I' ruscott 

!M.icfiiean :Kistoric Commission 

ef 9'4ri.,r 
'1.Nnllpson Jlistoriuzl)f411isory Committee 

Cfosing 
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LEFT: 
PAGE THREE 

'l1ie 'llimnpson ,Cistoria,l 
.#flisory Cunnnittee 
wouliflii.,tot/ian( 

alleftlie 
Ituf'wilfuafs, 

Or9anizations 
ad 

Companiu 
wlioprwitfelf 

support, encouraaemnt 
atuf 

fanamg. 

'lne tn.inlJs tliat one most U,\'Jfffs to tfo 
are tlie tliings 

tliat are pro&wfy most wortft tfoing. 

'Winifm{Jfoft6y 



 

"I am delighted that Captain Herman Schuenemann and his ship 
the Rouse Simmons arc both remembered and honored by the 
thoughtful people of 'n1omJ>5011, Michigan ninety-four years after his 
tragic death." 
Dr. William E. Ehling 
G~ndson of the Christmas ·Tree Ship Captain 

"Knowing my great-grandfather a~ I have come to, he would have been 
overwhelmed by all this attention. 111e purpose of the Christmas T rec 
Ship was not for the glory and recognition but for his true belief that no 
house should be without a Chrisbnas Tree. I am blessed to be his great-
~nddaughter.aud honored that his traditions are still being carried on . 

. Barbara Ehling 
Greld-Granddaughter of Captain Herman Schue

0

ncman11 

"1banks for all who are keeping tl1e spirit of the Schuenemann 
family and the Rouse Simmons alive and continuing on." 
Jim Brotz Family 
M,r. Brotz restored the whC!!I of the Rouse Simmons. on display at the 
Rogers Street Fishing Museum, Two Rivers, Wisconsin. 

Restored Wheel 

"Sometimes history gets a life of its own; this has l:ieen true for the 
story of the Rouse Simmons, commonly known as the Christmas Tree 
Ship. During a violent Lake Michigan storm, and what some might call 
bad luck, this schooner gained its place in history. 

Since being involved with the original movie, created to memorialize 
the final voyage of the Chnstmas Tree Ship, it's been apparent to me 
that-the real sk>Jy is about all the years of success Captain H'cnnan 
Schuenemann had delivering Thompson trees to Chicago. He created 
a tradition.' · · · · 

Hopefully, in the future, visitors lo this Marker will remember the 
story of Thompson's role in malting so many Chicago Christmas' a 
~event 
l>f. T1lOmas L Nolan,Jr. EdD. 

lcs] Scanned with CamScanner 

He~ Schuc1~mann, skipper of Lale ~•s 
,wekomcd into the port communities of Thompson and 

pthered together to erect a permanent marker 
Simmons, and also to pay tribute to Captain 

. Here, the captain_ D 
• has wo'rked tirel~. 

your cft'ortsl" 



"The Christmas tree ship, Rouse Simmons, and her captain 
and crew represent a significant era in Great Lakes maritime 
history and comprise one of many great local stories 
contained in the holdings of the National Archives. I join our 
qreat Lakes · Regional A_rchives staff in congrat)Jlating the _ 
people of Thompson, Michigan, as thoy commemorate their 
town's connection to maritime history, as this legendary 
vessel's final port-of.:Call." . . 
Allen Weinstein 
Archivist of the United States 

Vil?W of Thompson /890 's 

•'n1ank'you for the i1)fo, but not sure I can a~nd. At die age 
of 82, long trips arc 1iot for me, but I will be with you all in spirit 
You i1ave done a great job in getting this off the growid: " 
My Best to you all, · 
Alex 
F1orence "Alex" Meron, Author 
Jliompson Michigan am\ The People Who Lived It 

. Thompson Lumbe; Mill 

"Congratulalions to you, Laurie, and all the picc fo.lk of 
Thompson/Manistique on putting the Historical Marker in 
place. We are not able to come, but want you to know 
you are in our thoughts. We have given shows and talks to 
hWJdreds of folks from here to die U.P. and we always 
include the Christmas Tre~ Ship story and the tenacity of 
Thompson in our small town history accoWJts." · 
Best Wishes, 
Gene Scott. ~OJlia Historical Society•' • 
Author,~ShaoowTowns · 

lumber to be Loaded-Thompson docks 

stood on die deck and touched die trees. It was a great 
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BART SllJPAK. 
1ST l>mmcr, Mlaocw,i 

2ll2 ll,\Y9UU( tlouDOl'Fll.:s 8lJILDOrtl'J 
WAGID«1l'ON, IX: 205JS-2201 

-(3)2)22S-4735 
FAX: (202) 225-47'4 

Soon 5atLoBam.---Oau OI' SrliFT 
ToM Bi\l..OOIII--O.lffltlCT Dtucro• 

October 18, 2006 

Congress ef theVnited Jtates 
Jlous, ef'lqprtsen/11tives 

Washington, 'DC 20515-220 l 

Thompson Historical Advisory Committee 
c/o Ms. Meg Wnu:c 
9477W Carlson Road 
Manistique, MI 49854 

Dear Friends: 

-llNERGY AND COMMERCE 

0va.slOMT AND 1NYUTeOATIOtl$ 
RAti,all(;ltlDtHJt 

~TIOtlS AMl> TIU! bnuNn 
EMvm.ONMl!lff AND HAz.o.aDQvs MATIWALS =-LA w £NFoae&mtr C>.vcus, Co-CHA/II 

NOkrHD:H B01u1u.CAucus. Co-CHA11t 

As the State of Michigan recognizes the rich history of the Village of Thompson with an historical 
marker, allow me ·o extend my heartfelt congratulations. 

The story of the Village of Thompson in many ways exemplifies the rustic, hardworking and 
pioneering spirit that built Michigan's Upper Peninsula. When Thompson was founded and settled, 
with the help of the Delta Lumber Company, the U.P. was largely unsettled country. Thus, in many 
ways, Thompson's growth at the tum of the century paralleled the development ofother parts of the 
U.P. It is thereforq fitting that Michigan recognize Thompson with an historical marker. 

The Rouse Simmqns, or the "Christmas Tree Ship," is another part of Michigan history worth 
remembering. From the many loads of lumber the ship delivered along the Great Lakes, to the 
Christmas trees the ship would bring to Chicago every holiday season, the Rouse Simmons is a 
colorful parts of Great Lakes lore. 

I know that it too~hard work and perseverance for the Thompson Historical Advisory Committee 
to obtain the proper pennissions from the Department ofNatural Resources and the Department of 
llnYiromnentaJ. Quality as well as to raise the funds for the marker. All of you should be commended 
&,,iommitting personal time and effort to the worthwhile cause of forever commemorating the 

9.f~ and the Christmas Tree Ship in Michigan's history with an historical marker. 

· and thank you for your dedication to this project. 

- 0 111 ...,0mlloul 0 512...,_A_ ,a,tM:19 PlrlOM:IY,1114fflO A1.NM,Ml497Vf W..--IIWOI.Nl4116I 

!2>11.......,, -- ·--
(ffl1) 
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Decorating The Hall 
Top Left: Char & Meg working on the tree 

Top Right: L1Urie uses duct rape to secure a tree to the llag pole 
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. Top Left; Char, Meg & Deanna 
Right: A truly "olcl fashion" Chrisnnas Tree 

Left: Hand made on 
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A few photos or the decorated h,tll. 
The g,u-l;md on the banister w-,c; donated by Rick Cousineau ;u1<l 

the greens were hand picked br Dad. 

Bottom Leli; A genuine o·ee recovered from the "Teck or the 
Rou,e Simmons. Rochelle had this among her ,utif;i.cts which 
;\lso included an axe, spittoon. dishes, pipe, and other items. 



 

Pictures of Rochelle's display 
table and the Cluisunas Tree. 
J\ll of the orn;unents except 

for the candy canes were 
handmade incl11du1g fruit 

slices, crocheted angels and 
snowOakes, bunches of 
cumamon sticks & pine 

cones. 
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Hurly 200 people allended last Saturday's dedication ol the new state historic marker In Thompson. Located at 

he public access site on Lake Michigan, the marker discusses the history of the township on one side~ and on the 

!her commemorates Thompson as the last pon ol call ol the historic Christmas Tree Ship. After the ceremony, the 

oWd adjourned to the nearby township hall !or a historic and musical program. Above: Meg Wnuk of the Thomp-

son Hlstorlcal Advisory Committee welcomes the crowd. Below left: Thomas Truscott of the Michigan Historic 

ommlaalon dedicates the marker as bagpiper Stu Haskell and members of the committee (Deanna Fish, Char 

Broat>y, Laurie Jaamln, Wnuk and Pam Zorn) look on. Below right: True llnks to the past. Dr. William Ehlino and his 

daughter Barbera pose by the marker. Dr. Ehllng Is the grandson and Barbara the great-granddaughter of Christ-

mas Ship Captain Herman Schuenemann. <"'-•Tr11x1,,.,,,.ota./ 
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• occasion 

Robb LUCK I Dally fl"tt:SS 

A histofical marker was dedicated Saturdil)I In Thompson Township on the shore of Lake Michigan off U.S. 
2. It commemorates the last portof-<:all of the "Christmas Tree Ship.' 

Ouistmas tree ship 
commemorated 

By Robb Lucas .-.1_ ... 
MANISTIQUE - A Michigan 

Hislcrical Mmtr, commemoraling 
die "Cbristmas Tree Ship'' and 
Sc:book:rall County's Thompson 
Townsbip llOIY-011 die Slloreof 
Lake Michigan oil' U.S. 2, west of 
Mlalique. Themarterwasdedicat-
aclSll!lllllay iqaa:remony ho.<t,d by 

Hltlcxlcil 
1ll11d111ClW~Silnmoos,bet-

W DIIMl. Tlle 
-•~ Harboroo Nov. 22. 1912. canying • load of 
Miclllpa Oldlllnas lfflcS bound for 
Ollclao, Howner, Olp!. Haman 

encoumered violent 
walller 11111 bis ship sank, Nov. 23 
oeardle pm! of Two Riom. Wis. 

"It IQdr.m llxllll two years. wm-
i-.1@1\lhe Mldlipn Hislorical Cen-
.. """dlls mam:r." sald'lbomp-

-'I": Qtl!i;~Jasmine. 
fililllRd a 
iadllllDa 

\ 
Pholo aiurmy of Tt,ompoon Hlslarlclll COmlllltl9f \ 

This photo shows the schooner Rouse Simmons, also known • 1he 
·~ Tree l!hjp, • The vessel sunk white samrc to ChiCalO wl1h a 
loai:fdl Ctilliliild!l fn!es on Nov. 23, 1912. 

William Ebling, granl18on of Olpl. On the back side of the llUIIUr, 
Herman Schuenemann, and KeQt Thompson Township is honaral 111 
Bdlricbmd, the diver who found the the las! port-Of-call fer the RcmeSlm-
wreckoflbell.ouse Simmonsin 1971. moos. 
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Dedicalion of the 
Sca1t Historical fl.larker 
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Left: Over 200 Pine Seedlings were donated by tJ1e Wyman 
State Nursery. Pam & Don Zorn handpicked tJ1em, treated che 
roots and put them in incli,~dual bags. 111ey were given out at 
the dedication in hopes that a future Christmas Tree would be 

planted. 
Also passe<l out was a bag of candies for each person. Each bag 

had a special tag (see below picture) tied on with a ribbon. 
Another special touch hy the committee! 

Marker Site Photos (Above & Right) taken on morning of 
die dedication by Dr. T om Nolan. 

Could we have asked for a more picturesque background? 
How many time~ did a schooner sail into ihe Thompson 

Harbor a11d see the same view of L1.ke Michigan? Perhaps 
even Captain Schuenemann & his crew. 



 

The follO\rin; pboo>s G!plllTe the crowd thac joined us for die 
declicanon.. So many focal people ran be recognized ;is •.-ell a; 

many people 1.-ho i:r.n-eled from our--0f-stare. 

-'fiddle PbOlO (uoR sirring.): .\urhor Rochelle Penningron. 
my---elf. .\In. \\Illia.'ll lflsie) ~. Dr. \\illiam ~ -and 

Barbara~-
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Top: Dr. \Villiam F.Jlling stands up as he is introduced 
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HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION WELCOME 
By: 

MB(IWnulr 
Thompson Historical Advisory Committee 

I would Ilka to welcome you to Thompson for this historically important and exciting day. 
Almost 94 years ago, Captain Herman Schuenemann and the crew of the Rouse Simmons 
left the port of Thompson, leaving behind many friends and acquaintances, and sailed Into 
the face of a November gala. Lost with all hands off Two Rivers, Wisconsin, this was the 
last voyage of the Christmas Tree Ship. But we are not here today to commemorate a 
tragedy. We are here to celebrate the spirit of Captain Schuenemann and the 
hardworking people of Thompson. 

The village of Thompson was a thriving town founded In 1888 around the Delta Lumber 
Company. The abundant forests of the Upper Peninsula and the natural deep harbor 
provided the resources needed to operate the lumber mill until the 1920'&. But lumber 
was not the only cargo sent to down lake cities. In the late 1800's two brothers, August 
and Herman Schuenemann, who were familiar faces to the residents of Thompson, began 
hauling Christmas trees from the north woods to the German immigrants of Chicago. For 
many years, the last voyage of the shipping season for the brothers was dedicated to 
bringing trees and greens to brighten the holiday season for the people of Chicago. This 
was a labor of love, that Herman carried on after the loss of his brother, August, who 
perished with his schooner, S. Thal while hauling trees in 1898. 

On November 22, 1912, Captain Schuenemann made ready to sail with his cargo of trees 
and greens from Thompson harbor. Warned of an impending gale, and begged by his 
friends In town to wait out the weather, Captain Schuenemann set sail determined to 
deliver his important cargo in time for the holidays. He could not bear to disappoint the 
people who would be waiting at the Clark Street dock in Chicago. 

1'he residents of Thompson mourned the loss of their friend and his crew. They 
~ mbered the captain's generosity and gentle ways and told their memories to the next 
generations. It is through this oral history and surviving photographs that the insplra 
for this historical marker was born. It is fitting that the marker commemorates both 

of Thompson and the Rouse Simmons, as they were joined together in both th 
and the long standing friendships between the residents and Captain Herma 

_...._..-.--nemann. 

, Ulffriendships created long ago have come full circle. Once again the 
n ·have joined together with the many people involved with the Rous 
~r help and expertise we would not be here today dedicating th~ "I! 

la one more way In which the circle has been completed, this too wa$ • .~ 
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Top Left: (LtoR): Paul Olson, Editor of Manistique Pioneer 
Tribune; Thom,,s Truscott, Michi1,,;m Histo1ic Commission & 

Meg \Vnuk 

Meg kicked off the dedication with a speech that brought tears to 
my eyes each Lime l heard iL It was a beautiful speech that tied 
together the histol)' of Thompson wilh 1.he stol)' of the Rouse 

Simmons. 



 

Introduction of Honond Guests 
By: 

Cur Crosby 
Tltompson Historicol Advisory CommiJtee 

Several honored guats have traveled great distances to celebnte this special 
occasion with us. It is my great pleasure to introduce them. 

We are thrilled that the Schuenemann family is able to share in this event - Captain 
Scbuenemann's gnndson, Dr. William Ebling and bis wife Ellie from Chicago and 
the captain's gnat gnnddaugbter, Barban Ehlins, also from Chicago. 

WTMJ in Milwaukee originally produced a film documenting the story and 
discovery of the wreckage of the Rouse SimmollS. A gentleman whose company 
bought the rights to the film bu traveled from Arizona to join us today -
Dr. Tbomu Nolan. Dr. Nolan bas generously made that account available to all of 
us on DVD, copies ofwbicb are at tbeTbompson Township Hall 

Glen Longacre from the National Archives of Maritime History, Great Lakes 
Region Museum of Chicago. 

Jim Brotz, a diver who bu explored the ship. Mr. Brotz bu restored the wheel 
from the Rouse SimmollS which is now on display at the Rogen Street Fishing 
Museum in Two Riven, Wisconsin. 

Peter Scotland from the Wisconsin Marine Historical Society in Milwaukee. Mr. 
Scotland wu very helpful in providing information about the Rouse Simmons. 

Author RocbeUe Pennington from West Bend, WI. Rochelle not only wrote Tlte 
Historic Cltristmtu Tree Sltip, but also provided our committee with valuable 
historical data and encoungement to press forward with this endeavor. After the 
dedication Rochelle will present a program you won't want to miss. 

Tbomu Truacett from the Michigan Historic Committee in Lansing. In a few 
moments, Mr. Truscott will dedicate this marker. 

But before that happens, two more very special people need to be introdueed. They 
are responsible for keeping the local story of the Christmas Tree Ship alive • lifelong 
residents of Thompson and descendents of the Captain's friend, Mr. Wayne Stanley 
and bis daagbter, Laurie Jamin. 

Many people have done much to make today possible. Thank you all. 

As bagpiper Stu HukeU pipes~, Grace, gaze along this stretch of Lake 
Michigan shoreline and ima&ine bow Thompson Harbor must have looked all those 
IIWIY long yean ago. 
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Char Crosbi· 11.1::, up ne.,1 and introduced om· honoll·d !lll\'~t,. Shl' 
<lid ,Ul excellemjob. of course .. \ copy of her , peed11, un 1l1e pn.·• 

cedin~ pai:e . . \ row id of applause fo!lrn11::d 1hc nuroclunion of 
each ])t"r..On. \ \11a1 a fant:i,lll' Intl) & friend. 
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Dad took several photos of the crowd during die intr9ductions 
<!lld tried to capture just how m:).!Jy people were there. 



 
!cs] Scanned with CamScanner 



 
lcsJ Scanned with CamScan.ier 

Piper Stuait Haskell & his wife licker mweJed from St. Claire, 
Michigan t.o put a vel)' unique and classy touch co our day. 

"Stu" is the brother-in-law of Jody & Meg Wnuk 

TI1is photos captures Stu, in lull unifomi, as he played Amazing 
Grace during the ceremony. Goosebwnps galore!!! 
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1l1ornas Truscott, Member of the 
Michigan Histo1i.c Commission, dedicate~ the new marker 

Middle: Mr. Trusrntt delirnn his speech while 
Commitlee MemberS (LtoH) Deanna F'1&h, Chai· Crosby, 

myself; & i\leg Wnuk look On. 

Bouom: Mr. Truscon ta!~ about the historical marker book 
written by Laura Ashlee. Comminee Members: Deanna, Char, 

me, Meg & Pam witJ:i Piper Stuan Haskell behind. 
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Thomas Truscott & his wife,Joyce u-avele<l from Lansmg an<l he 
did a ~eat job. Great sense of humor! 
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Top Lell: Meg & Pam "eut tl1e ribbon" lo un,·c1l our sign 

Middl~ Right Of course, the sheet got hung up on the Lop of tl1e 
pO$l and wouldn't come down! 

Bottom Left Mr. Truscotl. reads each· side of the marker and we 
all get a huge laugh out of his pronunciation of Kilchi-ti-ki-pil He 

said "I knew I would butcher that one!". It was grea~ 
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Top Lcfi.: (L10RJ Elsie & Dr. William t::hling. Barba1,1 [hling 
' .\ficldk Righi: (LioR) Tom Amolcl, Kirk S1anle)', ;>,hke Boudre,1u & Wa}1lC Stanlc)' 

8 0110111 Ldi.: ~lie-key J laskell,Jodl' Wnuk & Wayne Stanier 
Bottom Right: Bob Whinncn. Kathy S1anlcy & Janel \\'hinncn 



 

Top Left {UoR): 
~fa,,ine PopNir, 
Shirley Stanley & 

Peggi Arnold 

Top Right: 
Shirley Stanley 
talks to Gleim 

L<>ngacre 
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Top LeH: Dr. \Villiam F.hli11g, daughter Barbara an<l t11e -ith 
Grade class of Big Bay de Noc School. The class projetr was a 

story of the Christmas Tree Ship. Teacl1e:ir Glo1ia Hain~] 
lamitiatc<l eacl1 of the sto1ies ,md lent them to the Committee ta 

display al the h,\ll for tJ1e dedication. They were ,·ery special and 
1he Ehlings' were ve,,- touched br this gesture. (Bnrbai·,\ Eh!it,g is a 

teacher so th is really meant a lot to her) 



 

Top Left Dr. Will.ia.m Ehling 
& daughter Barbara 

Top Right: Dr. Tom Nolan 
&Jim Orotz 

BottQm Left: Stua_n Hask.eU 

Bottom Left: Jim & Tom 
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Top Left: 
Charlene Crosby 

Thompson Historic 
Advisory Commillee 

Top Right: 
Dr. T homas Nola1~ 

Bottom: 
Rochelle Pennington, Author 

T li.e Histo1ic Christmas Tree Ship 
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I I was wondering 
where the conuwttee 

was and why we 
didn't have our 

picrure taken 
together with the 

mark.er? 



Top Le.ft: Stuart Haskell played on 
the porch of the township hall afier 

the dedication 

Top Right: Glen Longacre, National 
Archives, Chicago 

TI1e T ownship Hall ne,,er looked so 
good! 
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Top Lell: 
Charlene Crosby & ;,1acldie 

Longacre become good 
friends! 

Top Right: Someone 
talked me imo a photo! 

Left: Rochelle Pcnnim;ton, ;\ laddie & Glen I .onl(<lcre 
Ri~lu: ChaYl~nc Cro,h) & Rochelle Pcnnin1,1on 
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AboYc: R<x hellc Petuungton & Srua11 Haskell 

Right: P1ior to the program, RO(helle autographs a fow hooks 
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'Pop Left (LtoR) l\>le, Milrldie Longacre, Rochelle Pe11ni111,<1011, 
Dom1.hy Rochefort& Barb;u,t Ehling 

Below: Rochelle autographs a book & Barbara Ehli.ng 



I 

'01is picrure 11-;is 1,~,·cn 10 me by ~Ir.Joseph Robitaille or 
Escanaba, /-.lichii:an. He 01111s this hand-made replica or 1.hc 
Rouse Simmons and it has been in his family since the early 

I 900's. The sai.Is are 1.hc original niate1ial. ii Ir. Robit.aillc 
stated 1.ha1 l11is model will be donated lO a local museum 

"when he is ll1rnugh wil11 it". .\Ir. Robitaille was also present 
at the marker dedication. 
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Lcrt: Mr. Jim Brov. ai the marker dedica.lion .. \fr. Br<,1,7. JJ, a 
diver who i5 1 ery familiar with tl1e Rou;e Simm,ms. 

H c re,tored lhc wht:el of the ,chooncr that L, on d1,play at 
the Rogers Street Fishin~ .\1useum m Two Rivers. WiSC()rJJ,in 

and di1cd the wreck approxunatcly GO tunes. 

Bollom: Mr. Brotzgave me a picture of the model that he 
huilt oftl1c Hou,e Simmon~. I can' t imagme the hour, that 

went into thi, project a.nd the detail 1s fantastic. 

f' ,i' . 
tli 
I 
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' TI1e 1wo cakes for 1.he dedication. ~leg laid ou1 the pictures so 
that we paid oibute ro both sides of the marker and Jack's 

SuperVclu made the cakes. 

Bottom Left: Dr. WiUiarn Eh ling did a short speech during 
rJ,1e program thanking the t0\\11Ship board and 

1 
members of die community for the honor given toward him 

and his family. 
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0..-wb<r 21. ~"' 
tl= T «< !>hip ~'"' 

Thomp,on. ~lidu;;u, 
T1r n.rnmr ~Jo- OG5 a ,prech ;;;r,rn b, ,\In. Em II t'bb e>f.\f.uu,aque. J /Jdu:,;:,n. 

"'Tl,omp,cn in th< day, aftu th,: lumber b""°""' boom became mainh a famung 

«>mm~. ~•~,..,rerun bi families wnh l<Jb or d.tildn:o. ~Ir maieroal gandmodw:r. 

lute Sqwtt> . ..,_, ,~11 m,man. and a proud :Satfre .\ruerican. II<- ser\'ed a; Thomp;on 

To«nslnp Tr<astmr for flWl) yeu-s. Sb., wa, • ourn--midwife who brought more than 300 ba-

1,ie:; uuo the world. !>he ohen .occompo.nied D r. Tucker oo man) of his calh in d,e ar= She 

,.,.Ik«I long ch>Una, m all kinds of ,,-callwr to help thos.e m need of medical care. ~lanr resi-

d.ent.> couldn·, afford to call the doctor but I-new 11,el could depend oa Kate. She wa.s a stron~ 

w()man ~-no knew much .iliout ~ ari\e .-\mc-rican herbs and Temroie'S-. One winter e,·eoing_ \,tule-

out on a cnand of m.erC). Grandrri.a came upon an old woman kno\,11 as Squa.v.- ~f-azy, apparently 

sleeping in a "-nm, bank. Since Squaw ).fary was kJl()\m to be fond ofo%firev;-aier", it \\"aS assumed 

she was- n()l froztn therc1 but 1nc.rdy sl~ ping, howcYer, she was very cold. C rnn.dma took her in 

and g;t\'C her hOI soup and tea and ~lary 11,awcd ou1 nicel) . Since she ,vas certain tlm Kai.e had 

~\cd he.r life arid in gratitude, g;i.,·t. her the secret recipe for the famous, ~cedar poultice" for 

.. .-lud1 Kate- become noted. TI1t- pouh.i"c-es alfcct.ed man)' knom1 heal.in~. n.iany o,·er.niglu. 

-~ died IOQ soon in 19 12 a1 th e i'l!e c:,f 67. She is an unforgeuable perwn and a role 

model for me. ·n,crt were alway, loo of friends around her ta.l)le and she was ll1e most hospita.-

l,lc pen.on J haHt c\·er known. In those da_yS, on many weekends, d,crc \\"ere square danc~s .u 

l11c Town Hall and Kale played 1he piano a.nd m y C randfatl1er H iram, pla)'cd 11,e ,iolin and 

S<>mcumc, L'ndc J ohn called the S<1uares. All of us children lo\'ed the S<1uarc da.nces because we 

wen, wmdlmes allowed to join in Ilic dancing. 11,c adult dancers wo uld pick us up a.nd spin u,; 

arow,d until we were r<:11><:ndicular to tl1c floor! l t was go od fun and we felt ill gro11n up!• 
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Sine~ th1, de-dlcziu<,n \\-;u 

abouc the !><'Opie am! ltht(m 
,,r the Yill:ii-'t' and (l)\111:<hip o f 

TI1otnJhOn. ,,-e \\t'I'\.:' ,cq 
ple.a-;ed when Eri, \\'d,h 

otlered h) speak about her 
family history. 

:\s always. ~he \:\d.$ gra<:ious. 
and e1-en followed up witl1 a 
n~ry nice thank ,·ou leuer in 

u,e Pioneer Tribune. 

lAttu to tb~ Editor. 
R•- ti>< Th<lmpsc,, sign 

ded.ic:l.tioo «remoo~ 00 0c L 
2L 

The manmy at the. futu.ng. 
site and mt' c,~ts follo\\ing at 
the Thompwa Town.sbtp Fite 
Rall and T~-n Hall '-"CR \-et) 
tmprcs.w.e. The l-bstonc:sl 
Commmee cfid a supe,t, Job. 
TM decorations: v."ttt lo\~\) 
and ,,,~ appropriate. Th.e par· 
ticipancs \\~ pn-:parcd to be-
interesting and informauvc. 

I vr.-a, '-er) p:rood to ba-.'t" 
been a native of the 1mk viJ.. 
lage I ha,e loved all ID) life_ It 
was a wonderful place to lh,-c.. 
lt "''35 an honor for mt" 10 ha,-e-
been invited m sh~ some 
thoughts of IIJ} ITl3letml 
grandmodm; K~tc Squirts.. 
with th, a=mbfy. 

Thank you. Lauri, . Meg. 
0.ar, Pam, Rob)'n. Deanna 
and Wayne. It ~as a lo"\·ely 
anm,oon and a job ext,<me\y 
wctldooc! 

In Lo.iog M,moey of 

Eris D. Webb 
Joly '· 19~ JO, 2813 

0 DMiw ,V fUIO'. ro,tJ d,Qt ( 10 
s«l Iii) l,,t tu JO c:o,,u;ok. 

JO bt fllfllkrHOtitl 41' ,o 11/tiffrsfl/l'ltd.' 
,ic, b,,-lawda,:"""-'~ 

F« ilifutgU'MfcAal IW't'l'ttO'f'.'; 
itu -.pa~Mat..,.'t-tlff~ 

Qiw/ ilit0J4>-ingtltoi ... ·~on 
bont., ~ta..JJ l,fe 
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Top Left: Rochelle holds up the actual tree recovered from 
the Rouse Sinunons \\Teck. This is pan of her collection of 

artifac~ 

Right: Rochelle answen, questions from the audience 

Ldi: Ca1·I Behrend. Author of The Legend of the Christmas 
Ship & Folk Sin~r. ,w1., the program with his song on 1he 

Chnsunas Ship along with several other maritime songs. 



 

Guests 
Thompson E:istotieul,Mork.er ·oedico.ti.6n 

October 2j st, 2006 

/ ii ef~ Y: 1fxw. /'.3,~5 S $];m= Hl,pv (11-(l;Cf rtllt!M:<.frfyu$ vtl.e.ff 
Tlze GaclsDllS b:)C/.5 S/-a+c j./o;y /ll/9 'l Thoa'f0Do 1 ~} -l'lii,5 <-
-:Judile... L.~ {!Juve.. I.J<.:a:J 13ea.glc.... ¾ttt.-e.il::§, OIL IV1ttgfl't;ira<4-f 
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Guests 
'Chompson Hi.stortcal. ,Marker Dedtca.t\.on 

October 21st, 2006 
Comml'.'Ots 

c<-'-<;>.t7 .: .i,,,.,-J.c 
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-
Guests 

Thompson Historical ,Marker Oedkotlon 
October 2j st, 2006 

Name d .M'llotton , / _t".dimss Comments 
'"5±-,, M"1e1 J/dre,)r 2.10 8,.:.~~..._'R£ ~"-C\ctit" t./,,.. 1,.e?f 1'.fce. ee~~-<-y 

A h:s,o J;,ro:w q lXXJ H ,?s &tf &pid I? i ve M I iRrn 0,ea. ,b/11 C, , u;""c'J 

'J£l, LL~ 11 %tf\i) fuv-~st: > Ma,ii,6 GJI~-, M( {,WCA,11& Jt 
cU... L {:_, ELL(A a<;,t Rec. fCZ.'? It /(n K¥lu~us11~ . 
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Guests 
Thompson HistoricGl )Vforker Dedtcuti.on 

October 21 sti 2008 
Commeois 

( ) ?J,.,JP/4 ( 
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Hi Laurie. J just wanted you and your group to know what an oulstan~g job on ~e entire 
program last Saturday. From the early invitations, the foUciw-up~ the wordmg on the 
historic: site sign, the fresh wreadls, roping, Christnw trees,and boughs; your cakes, 
refreshment, ~es, decorative tables, choice of speak«s, bags of ':8°dy, wrapped 
individual Christmu trees, choice of music and bag pipes, tree decorations, programs, 
bonoml guest's, historic photo's and the Rochelle Pennington program .... to the very 
end .. -you showed extremely good taste, cheerfulness, quality work, and a job well . 
down. .... we salute your program and excellent world Marilyn Fischer and the Gulliver 
Historical Society 

From: 
Subj~: 
Date: 
To: 

"Glenn Longacre' <glenn.longacn:v:@nara.gov> 
Re: Thompson ~larker . 
Wed. October 25. 2006 ~:46 am 
"Lauiie· J;wnin" -<1awfo1'1l)uplogon.com> 

Hi La~tie- ; 

Gt.ee~ing,.- . Thanks for the w~rltie.tful ti.D.~ in Thouip~on. Ma.ddiEf ~nd I 1 had a Or~at ::iine. 1 '.m tcyi-ng to atUc:h 501",'=' photo:; "from cur: tr1p-. 
ho~ .. h-v mak-i- i-&. 

Gl nn 

Deir Laurlii. 

yester.dA!j WAS AjO!j- Tl,t~Yest 11"'1 Si.q>"PQrtfrl>tl<. tllt l.oc;al-peoplt A~ Mt. Tilei:f 
tkAt AtetSS sltt wW, thtfr CA rs, \/AO'\& 11...d tna.l<l.s - tl,t ILius of wkW. kas ... 't bf/eM. 

su"" for !jtArs. T11e11 AmVul t... their jt11K-S,j11elruts, vests, ea-ps, s.CAntts-A...d 91.ovts 
..-eflat'""".:l the ko""5t. ,u,-p..-ete....tio«s,h11rdwo~ folle thetJ li..e. I WAS SO bt:1 th-. 
11...d their -pril:tt t... tht towK-ShL-p. Di.tr hoK-Orul gl.ttSts eo..td hAvt bu... "",Ort ehA~. 
l-n<89""9 t\-le 6l1U"9S wAsJ.Uu A Uttlt of kLsto"M- of eoi.trse, ~ti.le 
ltKits 9111ct ti!. A"'!j 9Athtri>,,g. I will. ft1rtvtr htAY tkt bA91'LftS whtK- I stop bl:! tkt M<.1:t111Ur. 
How fomcLto..s tkt Si.ti'\, sko...e di.tri>,,g tkost bri:tf tl<DM<t...ts of 1)1.(Y dtd~ - Ali'l<Dst Wu 
A bltss~. , 

It kAS bu.., "'-1:l grtAt-pltAso,<rt to bt ll -pArt of tkis -p~eet s~ )1Di.t btA>1<.1jesttrr.iAt:, A...d 
tkt ql.lUt di?,""91 of !jOi.tY a11a t:o~kul ""l:l ktArt. Wt wUI. t\ltY rt-«r tkt 
a...d fw.L~ of 11uteraal:l· Tl1A"""1. (1Pi.t for al.towiK-g M<t to skare 1:10i.tr itruMo.. 

U1Vt 11...d {rit...dsktl', 

CkAr 

Jull a qulcli nola ID lel you knOw what a~ Job you did (r,allzing of COUIINI that you had some help) 
Pllllinll !Dglllhef ltle program for our-~ nalcer, The-~ - done with 1!1ff111c taslli, not too 
bUljUII pjWfectl And can you bele\le the aowd? Vlobwll I really enjoyed meeting Rodlele and bought cne 
llet boab, aulllgl8(lhed of _ _ In i.ct Uncle Tom look. home ID reed I finlt. what a plaaant pelSOn llhe ii 
l~ a nb donltion ID help conllnue y.aurWOlk. I UM the l8l'm "yola" .,__you wwe lhe tint part of pulling 
.......... yourcfrun. 

Villwl I lllllr.id lo Meg tlilmoming n lll8lllicrled the ma, wlic, II In charge of ... hlmical llllllkers said N wa 
ite ni-t napllan.,, far he had dlndeil . .Doan't 1h11 nlltle you proud? If It doesn\ ~ -

canr 7 •· '8 to you, JOU' ixad for Ille rilce rlli;epllan at the 1111 and ol COUIM Iha menqNa of the histDrical 
1"114' 
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HI, 

The nitum llfaa unewenlful unlll I arrWd hOmel It didn't take too long f'or ew,yone to get the 
IIDry a I N1111i11gly-,1t on and on about al the events and the many wonderful people I was 
hononldtomaat. 
I don't think I can put Into words the extent of my appracialion for being a part of the 
celebnlllon. You al did so much ... and it shows. 

Thanks to you Laurie, the committee, and to your Dad as it certainly was ltis day too 

Tom 

Thomas L Nolan, Jr., EdD. 
12922 N. VI/hillock canyon Dr. 
Oro Valley, AZ. 85755 
520-797-2664 From: 

To: 
Sent: 
SUbject: 

Hi Laurie. 

"wdbm1" <bwoodbum1@mchsi.com> 
"Laurie Jasmin" <laune@uplogon.oom> 
Wednesday, November 01, 2006 9:08 AM 
dedication 

Sony I didnl getback to you sooner. Judy and I wanted lo letyou know that we both enjoyed the ~n 
ceremony vef)' much. All of It was wondelful, the ceremony al the monuments, tt,e,lood, seeing Rochelle agalr) 
and having her sign the bool<s for our grandchildren lo come, even the weather co-operaled for the moment! You 
can certainly be very proud of What has been accomplished I 

01 oourse, n was hard for us to leave to oome home again, but someday, we'll be-Stiylng. 

See you later, 
Thanks again, 
Biuce and Judy Woodburn 
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x+ l.<J4J o\J<:'.~ c. iff""t plcdJvK-
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