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Decorating The Hall
Top Left: Char & Meg working on the tree
Top Right: Laurie uses duct tape to secure a tree (o the flag pole

Left: Char Crosby
Bottom: Pam Zorn




. Top L‘_eﬂ;_ Char, Meg & Deanna
Right: A uly “old fashion™ Christmas Tree

Lefi: Hand made ornaments by Char complete with a loons
feather.




A few photos of the decorated hall.
The garland on the banister was donated by Rick Cousineau and
the greens were hand picked by Dad.

Botiom Left; A genuine tree recovered from the wreck of the
Rouse Simmons. Rochelle had this among her artifacts which
also included an axe, spittoon, dishes, pipe, and other items.




Pictures of Rochelle’s display

table and the Christunas Iree.

All of the arnaments except
for the candy canes were
handmade including fruit

slices, crocheted angels and
snowflakes, bunches of
cinnamon sticks & pine

cones.
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Left: Over 200 Pine Seedlings were donated by the Wyman
State Nursery. Pam & Don Zorn handpicked them, treated the
roots and put them in individual bags. They were given out at
the dedicanon i hopes that a future Christmas Tree would be
planted.

Also passed out was a bag of candies for each person. Fach bag
had a special tag (see below picture) tied on with a ribbon.
Another special touch by the committee!

r_'
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Marker Site Photos (Above & Right) taken on moming of
the dedication by Dr. Tom Nolan. _
Could we have asked for a more picturesque background?
How many times did a schooner sail into the Thompson
Harbor and see the same view of Lake Michigan? Perhaps
even Captain Schuenemann & his crew.




The following photos capture the crowd that joined us for the
dediczon. So many local people can be recognized as well as
many people who rraveled from out-ofstate.

Middle Photo (LioR siming): Author Rochelle Penningion,
myself. Mrs. Wilham (Elsie) Ehling, Dr. William Fhiing, and




Top: Dr. William Ehling stands up as he is mtroduced
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Top Left: (LtoR): Paul Olson, Editor of Mamistique Pioneer
Tribune; Thomas Truscott, Michigan Historie Commiission &
Meg Winuk

Meg kicked off the dedication with a speech that brought tears to
ity eyes each time 1 heard it. Tt was a beautiful speech that tied
together the history of Thompson with the story of the Rouse.
Simmons.




Introduction of Honored Guests
By:
Char Crosby
Thompson Historical Advisory Committee

Several honored guests have traveled great distances to celebrate this special
occasion with us. Itis my great pleasure to introduce them.

‘We are thrilled that the Schuenemann family is able to share in this event — Captain
Schuenemann’s grandson, Dr. William Ehling and his wife Elsie from Chicago and
the captain’s great granddaughter, Barbara Ehling, also from Chicago.

‘WTMJ in Milwaukee originally produced a film documenting the story and
discovery of the wreckage of the Rouse Simmons. A gentleman whose company
bought the rights to the film has traveled from Arizona to join us today —

Dr. Thomas Nolan. Dr. Nolan has generously made that account available to all of
us on DVD, copies of which are at theThompson Township Hall

Glen Longacre from the National Archives of Maritime History, Great Lakes
Region Museum of Chicago.

Jim Brotz, a diver who has explored the ship. Mr. Brotz has restored the wheel
from the Rouse Simmons which is now on display at the Rogers Street Fishing
Museum in Two Rivers, Wisconsin.

Peter Scotiand from the Wisconsin Marine Historical Society in Milwaukee. Mr.
Scotland was very helpful in providing information about the Rouse Simmons.

Author Rochelle Pennington from West Bend, WI. Rochelle not only wrote The
Historic Christmas Tree Ship, but also provided our committee with valuable
historical data and encouragement to press forward with this endeavor. After the
dedication Rochelle will present a program you won’t want to miss.

Thomas Truscott from the Michigan Historic Committee in Lansing. In a few
moments, Mr. Truscott will dedicate this marker.

But before that happens, two more very special people need to be introduced. They
are responsible for keeping the local story of the Christmas Tree Ship alive - lifelong
residents of Thompson and descendents of the Captain’s friend, Mr. Wayne Stanley
and his daughter, Laurie Jasmin.

Many people have done much to make today possible. Thank you all.
As bagpiper Stu Haskell pipes Amazing Grace, gaze along this stretch of Lake

Michigan shoreline and imagine how Thompson Harbor must have looked all those
many long years ago.




Char Crosby was up next and mntroduced owr honored guests. She
did an excellent job, of course. A copy of her speech s on the pre-
ceding page. A round of applause followed the introduction of
each person. What a fantasue lady & friend.










Piper Stuart Haskell & his wife Mickey traveled from St. Claire,
Michigan to put a very unique and ¢lassy touch to our day.
“Stu” 1s the brother-in-law of Jody & Meg Wnuk

This photos captures Stu, in full uniform, as he played Amazing
Grace during the ceremony, Goosebumps galore!!!




Thomas Truscott, Member of the
Michigan Historic Commission, dedicates the new marker

Middle: Mr. Truscott delivers his speech while
Committee Members (LtoR) Deanna Fish, Char Crosby,
myself; & Meg Wnuk look on,

Baottom: Mr. Truscott talks about the historical marker book
written by Laura Ashlee. Commitiee Members: Deanna, Char,
me, Meg & Pam with Piper Stuart Haskell behind.




Thomas Truscon & his wife, Joyee traveled from Lansing and he
did a great job. Great sensc of humor!




} Top Left: Meg & Pam “cut the ribbon” to unveil our sign
Middle Right: Of course, the sheet got hung up on the top of the
! post and wouldn’t come down!

all get a huge laugh out of his pronunciation of Kitchi-ti-ki-pi! He
said “I knew I would butcher that one!”™. It was great.

l Bottom Left: Mr. Truscott reads each side of the marker and we




Top Left: (LtoR) Elsie & Dr. William Ehlir

Middle Right: (LtoR) Tom Amold, Kirk Stan
& Wayne Stanley

12, Barbara Ehling

ley, Mike Boudreany

Bottom Left: Mickey Haskell, Jody Wik & W “ayne Stanley

Bottorm Right: Bob Whinnen, Kathy Stanley

& Janet Whinnen




THOMPSON
| The Delta Lumber Company of Detroit,
headed by E.L. Thompson. platied

the village of Thompson in 1888. |

Seven different lumber companies ran
the mill in the village. By 1907 the
population had reached 900. Three
churches and four saloons served the
residents, as did a general store. 2
hotel. and a hospital. Stagecoaches
carried passengers twice daily to
nearby Manistique. located along the
Minneapolis. Paul & Sault Ste.

Railway. The Thompson Rail-

used primarily for hauling
a took tours

hi-ti-ki=pi.

in Thompson

Top Left (LioR):

Maxine Popour,

Shirley Stanley &
Pegg Arnold

Top Right:
Shirley Stanley
talks to Glenn

Longacre




Top Left: Dr. William Ehling, daughter Barbara and the 4th
Grade class of Big Bay de Noc School. The class projeet was a
story of the Christmas ‘Tree Ship. Teacher Gloria Haingdl
laminated each of the stories and lent them to the Committee to
display at the hall for the dedication. They were very special and
the Ehlings” were very touched by this gesture. (Barbara Ehling is a
teacher so this really meant a lot to her)

M

Top Left Dr. William Ehling

DR Ty aon T i



Top Left Dr. William Ehling
& daughter Barbara

Top Right: Dr. Tom Nolan
& Jim Brotz

Bottom Left: Stuart Haskell

Bottom Lelt: Jim & Tom




Top Left:
Charlene Croshy
Thompson Historic
Adyisory Commuttee

Top Right:
Dr. Thomas Nolan

Bottom:
Rochelle Pennington, Author
The Historic Christias Tree Ship

CH
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Top Left : Stuart Haskell played on
the poreh of the township hall after
the dedication

Top Right: Glen Longacre, National
Archives, Chicago

The Township Hall never looked so




Top Left:
Charlene Crosby & Maddie
Longacre become good

| friends!

Top Right: Someone
talked me into a photo!

Left: Rochelle Pennington, Maddie & Glen Longacre
Right: Charlene Croshby & Rochelle Pennington




Above: Rochelle Pennimgton & Stuart Haskell

Right: Prior to the program, Rochelle autographs a few hooks

Top Left (LtoR) Me, Maddie Longacre, Rochelle Pennington,
Dorothy Rochefort & Barbara Ehling

Below: Rochelle autographs a book & Barbara Ehling




This picture was given to me by Mr. Joseph Robitaille of
Escanaba, Michigan. He owns this hand-made replica of the
Rouse Simmons and it has been in his family since the early

1900’s. The sails are the original material. Mr, Robitaille

stated that this model will be donated to a local museum

“when he is through with it”.  Mr. Robitaille was also present
at the marker dedication.




Left: Mr. Jim Brotz at the marker dedication. Mr. Brotz is a
diver who is very Fimiliar with the Rouse Sirnmons.
He restored the wheel of the schooner that is on display at
the Rogers Street Fishing Museum in Two Rivers, Wisconsin
and dived the wreck approximately 60 tmes.

Bottom: Mr. Brotz gave me a picture of the model that he
built of the Rouse Simmons.. T can’t imagne the hours that
went inito this project and the detail 15 fantastie,

ROUSE SIMMONS
aka "Christmas Tree Ship”
Model by Jim Brotz



The two cakes for the dedication, Meg laid out the
that we paid tribute to both sides of the markerand Jz
SuperValu made the cakes,

Bottom Left: Dr. William Ehling did a short speech di

the program thanking the committee, township boar an
members of the community for the honor given toward hit
and hus family,







Scanned with CamScanner







Top Left: Rochelle holds up the actual tree recovered from
the Rouse Simmons wreck. This is part of her collection of
artifacts

Right: Rochelle answers questions from the audience

Left: Carl Behrend, Author of The Legend of the Christmas
Ship & Folk Singer, starts the program with his song on the
Christmas Ship along with several other maritime songs.
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