
Author, R<lchelle P1.mriingt-0n ki~ke(l o'ff our proj~ct bJ' 
<!!,>'teeing u:~•com,e !(> Thompson for, her first booksi{,,ningfor 
"The HisLorlc ~ bristma., Tre<; Sh.in, A True Story },f Faith, 
Hope and Love". 
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New book investigates 
'~hristmas Ship' .story 

- -----ll's f'nil>~bly th<, rl>o1\L fif-
>\lritJ~ 1Sicce, ot Solloolcn!f\ 
(\1un1y h•s•OJ"¥- ,,;fl(>kon of m 
fil'iWle~. -~*J, P9Y~ms. stodg 
,111J ;01);;3, !\/,ow, .,.,;ti, il,ii puh-
lic,i,_~n of " new volume::, the 
llile ,,f 1he legCl1\lilry 'Xhrisi, 
,nas Trel, Sh\p:' l\as' r1'eolYed 
~IC dc!ioiuvi, i,,htJ)lllCk it dc.-
~rv-es.~ 

\\ is'toi.,in a,it~\Jf Rochelle 
rtnnuig16'n l,a,;' ij/~a.~~ •'ib,i 
Hisloric Ctu,'!stma.·· rmo -Ship: 

Heo,ia!:t l>'thuenemann's wjdow 
ant! daughters came.l Ol\ 
Jan»1y~ - 't/tu,Slltl"t tl1"' bl\5i-

,ccotld Qll tile su~~.She pre-
viously '"'Pl< "TIie ~tma$ 
iree~hip: TheSt0'1'<>f~ 
Santa.'' wl,j<fu feal\p"C< !he .. 
or 11\Willt> anis,. ~ -
v;~_ 

Duriog the llp<9!Jlll'lll 1:¥,liii;,y 
~n. "~ ar~ w~ 
C~ W11l s.iei SO!tl•-of P~ 
ningl!)n;} rtseOXcl> - g a., 
epi~Q<\• of .~"" ''Stqrm 
Sto,:i<?S" p,;ogr.,.m, ill 
~f a! l,:t\t -12 times' 
Nbv. 2!!' all<! Deco io. Pe'tllui,g-
tom js UJ\<rv,e,ved !lilting ibt 
p,og,-am, 

"'lbe H~on~ CbriSllr..a$ Tn,e 
Ship" is publi~~ hy l'alh~'.1'$ 
P1':$,\, The. i;o,tr· 11.nct i, 
Sl7-:!JS_ . -

f'or more mfu/mation, oall 
1)<iS., tho- pu\llishcr toll•li:<::e al (800) 

The book ls J>eµqingr.op' s 5$<55()7 

A, tnie Story <lf Failb, 1a'8pe 
and I.,(,,~" Til_e book I~ a;, <le-
wJ<!<l }2,0·P.•g~ .,,.,vJn\ or llw 
~~riffier 19 i 2 -,nkiifg .,f the R,;;;.; s,,nmo!fi. "\\ . seil6Gnet 
4an,,mi a 15M •ot ChrJS~•\8~ 
treos<{fo!tl Thomp,on ,lo <l;fij: 
.~,_go. whl~fc: they were 10_ 
efgtd dii'<!_c:tl,y ,\he , lo 
cai:cr W,n~y Cily 

rllral.v, inret- r------------------
,,~;;illl<l h1m<lre<l~,)•~ssf)ll' 'Christmas Shin' author 
ix;r IW9,t1,'i, ,nc)uiliill:'! spme I!" 
f l<)!)l ttic l'fone<>r-Trib, ', p,lan. S vis-1· t to Thompscm 
ningtoq * sem\>tcs -
ite)16f tbe lto1t,ii'Sin\lll0~$;, H•tat<$t " was Milmg to Cliifago .and sank off Wisconsm, 
~ill aflO 1,)r~w. lts{ fmat'VOv. cf~Jd~n~ tn Qlos.e .ateas ,have always 10U.l~ the, hiS,loric Ckuist-
?1(e:>nd1lre a(\~th "ll'!j Tj'ce-$hip, ~s lheit,<?,Wt\- .B1n 111",ny !»)pie m -S!,j:,,oolcraft 

S)1e e'Over~ farrukat ,erritl'I}' Qoun\y \,\V thxll'- · ".'-'n clrum to the lcgeAda:y ve.s.'!el. which dc-
~l,:_I, -J!S lha •~m\, the ~Jlll<liig pa'.~~tl flbtl'I __ Tuom.~on lfarpcirwith a \Qii of lq!:l\lly-gr'own o:•~ 

ll)e 1msuec,essli,tl rescue on !~. t1u~l )!.Jum~ mtr 1r1e f/lll!e§:!>f'his•c~, 
11\tll/\lJ)tS an<) fills ,n nlanv of Unltke many ,<,nhen "~ hav.: wtiu~/1 a,,i-ou1, \Ile S'un-
111<: llaffl Jlmt a\',, ,;,o· pr&mth<;nt mt>ns, 'Roclielle l'eruuiil!!~ii gi,-es h,oml'¥'l! ,ts due in bbl: new 
m Oth~Oll/ltS, book, and Will be CQ!ning 10 lh~ 'lr:ea )ater !Jl'IS month IQ t.ilt 

Unli1~ 1119~1 ll'-•\I!=• ver- abouti~ · · 
i•.I'~ oftl\e stqp-. ··Toe llislq,ric_ The l'hompson-To'wnsltij> 8 ,;,atd iS' h<>'S-ung ·an.llpp<mran& hf 
_<;;hrismias 'fie_e 'Ship"' do~ely Pennmgton Sanm!a'y, 001, '2~. at 2 p,'ll\., ar l))e, mwnship 1.iaH ori' 
q,1ai1~. ti\<: ~,:j's tJh 10 US-2 Sbe wlll \:,,e slgnmg copies of her book, an<tv;~IJ be hllppy 
ThumJi!;on and M':lni$uq_ue; 10 di~aa1s. h.er -1e<.e3feh, 1htt Rouse Sitnm<ln:;' eonnoc~1:m t0 the 
d(ff,ll> p~ lrf"&\1'~'?,, ot ti>~_- ,ir-0;a,-and omer-as-pec~-<Jflhe \\lO!Y 
d;,~)cr, tl!_il,Q)J!l_l\\y elt~. AlsQ on l)ar;d will bi<: -sing~songwnte( Qarl Be:l\t~ who 
rhc ciV,ny myO,s ~nd legii~' will P~(fo_nn h1,·$0'-'! ''The C)mstnia, lice Ship.'''l:i>fle~ 
1ha1, alit_r the ~1'\;,in~. de$J~n will ~;llv;,il1!,bl• for evecyo1:1e. • 
takes an 1n deptl, IC/ii¥ at 11\e . fot mote infom>a\i@. can1ac1 tQMt>l\ip elelk l;;,l'i~ J:!15'im 
>¢a<> :ilimward, wJwa ~~in ._·a .. 1}._.<f_l.,-().,;,~-!S_. _______________ __, 



 

TI-te voice of the Central u,,p. since 1 a 76 
2 Sediom; r2 pages 

· p rQject 
f Aq ~fn~'Riompson·Townshi , 
I who h .ha,d .fo bring.a n 
' ' cajm un · 

ch;eck nfo 
have _ _ the Wl f soon . " .· net is) 1eiog.fllised. 
!h t project for folks !n T-h'q~P~<]n Jlown-

s~rp _ f Scho_olcraft County in ·seyeral ways 
: economically. educ~ onally, and, e>f .. course, histQrically. 11 

will be tourists and researeher:s,. and· it' will at 
long las gr. e 1s area, its pl'()pcr dl,!e i.n ·01e legendl!IY 
"Chnstm · -. '' - -a~ ory o fte.n appfopdat - -
communit ~es to .tlie Rous-e Simm · - n~Jy as . rs-. 
·' Laurie Ja,smir\ and lier fellow vo!un-

t _ _ accomplished so.far. 
ope people recogni_~ the sigoifia.ance·"6f tlieir w9rk 

.and the benefits it ~ill bring; a'rfd wJU consider supporting 
the PfOj~t-Witlt a financial contribution,_ 
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Manistique, Michigan Thursday, January 26, 200 

[State officials OK : . ... ' --
fTh ODJ. pso n marker 
: l!y P11ul OJs1m , of call for ~:,hi~Qric Chns,a 
: Things are l<>9kl,rl_g good ~ot as 1)r~e ~!11~- _ _ . , .. 

ffi · · -- ' · mm said tlrey've also 9, C . 
ship iv!Jd approval fi'om the 
for artment< of Environmental 
~e lity and Department of 
' . atural Respw-ces; f(W~ Jna~ei; 

, locatio11, near tHe· fonn:er boat 
' liwnch,,at ilie townshi1;1 park, t ff' justo OS-2. 

i Toe adyiso,y committee is i l .still r:ais'ing ·mQney for tl)e_.pro_-
: jeot:. . w'l)rcb is• ex.pe,cted 'to c;ost 
'- ,. : 1 e approxlhlately ts;ooo,. fopud-

aders 1 or, o- ittg, th~ $3)lOG cost_ Qf the 
[ nom1e Actio , ~atke~ itself. 
; So ~ 1,, fasmin said, they' ve 

uri ~i~d $1 ,800,, . thanks to a 
I te)(t for ,SJ ,<5oo, donation {rem ttie Saul!,. 

by June I, It wjll _Sk Mari~ '(ribe of Chipp,ewa 
nt 11'.llr'.!l for appto.val Indians and $&00 gene111ted by 

shii)'Mat(an<;I the a spaghetti dinner last fall. To 
- ompson Hlstorical Adviso,-y ·rarse· ·the balance, they will be 

Committ~ be'fore going b~k looking -at other fund-raising 
: tq,. ih-e Michigan Historical ide@S for the coming months. 
i Commission for a fin_al OK. Jasmin noted that much of 
: .9nce_ 'that ~es pla~, lhe the site p_reparation and insta1-

11\arker will be manufactured lation costs Will be covered 
• and }he site will be offid11lly using local residents, whoba11e 

placed .on the sfate register of a~ volunteered 
histortc. places l!Si 1he ''last P,9rt wOJit. 



 

Marker will honor 
'Christmas Tree Ship' 

Julie Knauf 
j/tlfauj@d11ilypras.,~t 

of, the parking lot close f9 where the 
Mea's®kS ollCe existed 

" We'd like the, IJlaitcer IQ two--
MANISTIQUE - An old boUday sided and one side wouldlllll the biSW:. 

tradition wiJl lJe.~ if memben; rJ o! the ship and the OCber side WOl1ld 
of the Thcimpssin His- tell the story of 
torioolAdvisol'):'C:om- ,-------. ---, 'J'bompS'on Town-
mittee,b11ve their way. Gladstone res1d~nt $Hip/' said laurieJas.-
™Y h9'pe to bring has fond memories of min, ThaJllpson 
some }'lllefi~ &p,\rl,t to 'the "Christm~ Tree Township clerk and 
the area With a malker Ship." c.hair of the rommit-
hoooring Capt Her- tee 
man Schuenemann's - Page 6A 'fhrougbo1,1t its 
legendaey "Quistmas lengthy existell®, the 
Tree Ship:" Cbri$1JllaS Tree Ship, 

The marker woul<l l:ie< located itt lhe a tbree,-masted se)l~ originally 
Oe~ntofNatural Resources fiSh-
ipg acte~$itejn To9m1>son, at the end See SHIP on ,... IA 

Ship: Marker will honor Christmas tree s 
Continued from page 1A 

named the SimrilonS, was- used 
to emy more than a thousand camoes 
ill and out oftbe Chicago baJbor. 

SclnJenimann u$!d the ship to trans-
f)Olt Clnistnw trees from the Upper 
Pa1iJisula into' ChieagQ. The annual 
voyage was thela$t of thesailmg:&e,a.SOll. 

OnNW.23, 1912,a]argestonnsank 
a.sbipotITwo Riven, Wis. Schuene-
mann and1111 hands wemlost. 

Today, the ''Onistmas 
ibb~d . 

At a glance 
Capt. Schuenemann's "Christmas 

Tree :sJilp" wm t!e featured on The 
Weather Cliaonel: 

MondaY, Dec. ·19 - 1 p.m. 
Wildr)esday, Dec. 21-9 p.rn. -~~. 
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srila, he bl:Pu~rt1U¥1Y for the.local chil-
dren and visited residents, s1\e said 

J11$.1Jllll, a sixth-generation resident of 
Thom~ refll.151IlberS ber gi:eat-gpnd-
fa~ used to tie1p load Qmstmas trees 
ontq theROU§C Simmons, 

"'(:,• used to Sll)' • -
father,' she said. 
t()gjltbet 

Sc 



 

Friday 
December 16, 2005 
www.daitypress.net 

• 

Capt. Herman Schuenemann's legendary 
famolJS for transporting Christmas trees from 
Chicago annually. Here, the ship Is shewn · . · 
dedlcatEld to the ship Is planned In 
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-ST A;TE·o, MlCHl6A)\( 

JEl'>INIFER M. G°RANHOLM 
GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Ms. Laurie Jasmin, Chairperson 
Thompson Historical Advisory Committee 
Thompson Township Clerk 
12Sl5N . .Stanley Road 
Manistique, Michigan 49854 

Dear Ms. Jasmin: 

LANSING 

July 13, 2005 

BEBECCA A. HUMl>HRIES 
DIRECTOR 

The Department ofN"atural Resources ~bNR),, Parks and Recreation Divisionr Bataga District Supervisor, 
Mr. Mike Cieslinski, forwardecl the Thompson Historical Advisory Committee's r~uest to place an 
hist6ric marker ata Parks and Recreation Division boating access site (Thompson Creek 77-13).in 
Scho.olcraft C-Qunty. I under:stand the ·purpose of tbe marker is to provide visitor interpretation .on the 
history oithe Jhompson area. l feel this project will be very worthwhile and you are granted approvalto 
proceed. 

Mr. Cieslinski will work with you to establish the spet:ific marker location. Our intent is to eliminate any 
possible interferenee with boating acti~ities at the public launch site. My permission to erect the marker 
is prediGated on Y,our group taking respon.sibjJity for the maintenan~e and upkeep of the marker as well as 
any items associated with the marker at the site'. Thank you for your interest in interpreting the history of 
the Thompson area. · 

Should you have any further questions, please contact Mik'e Cieslinski at: 

BARAGA OPERATIONS $ERVTCE CENTER 
427 US-41 NORTH 
BARAGA, MI 49908 

0

906-353-6651 

'CC: Representative $t~ve Adamini 

S:t}!Jy,F!J 

Parks and Recreation Division 
Sl 7-335-4827 

Ms. Mindy Koch, Resource ManagementDeputy. DNR 
Mr. Rodney Stokes, Legislative Liaison, DNR 
Mr. James Ekdahl, UP Deputy Director, DNR:: 
Mr. George Cameron, Field Operation Chi•fi~ 
Mr. Mike Cieslmski, DN.a 
Mr. Lee Vaughn, DNR 
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BART STUPAK 
Is~ !1i•:nncl-. M1C1119J1!! 

'.!3Si llo~.-a..,,,_~B\l)l,l)l),!G w,.,.,._, DC10s~s~o1 

Maro)l 3l, 2006 

Laurie Jasin.in, Clerk 
Thompson Towns]µp 

C ongnss ef the ?Jnilei States 
J-{ogg: ifl'Rtp,res£Ulalitits 

-Washington, 'DC 205 l:5-220T 

Thompson Historic Advisozy 8ommittee 
P ,p. B01< 174 
Manistique, MI 49854 

Dl,u- Ms. Jasmtn; 

-"' EN!lRG~ A'NO OO~(;;E 

Ri&AL'nj 

fiLEC;(~TI()t,(S)'-tm,'nfg~ 

¢f,i:<"'""· b.,so,r, """"""'"' 
~.,.D~OSMA-

CMICll!I 
LA~~c·" l'---c.. 

I\U)(J,i.(l,-

As&nMITWlf1' 

l?etmjt roe. fo l'end my support to the efforts of:the Thompson Historical Advisory Committee tQ 
haye a histarie,al marid1.l"l)laeed on th,e slrpLeliue efLfil<'e,Miehigan inThompson 'Fownshlp. 

reasons· · ' · - · . · 
c e eom owns 1_p i;>la : eh 

eJl tire "Ghristmas 
r:,- .1 

~m i u 

I · idea-and · · nt for us as a State, tO"remembel' t;lre cohtributions of the 
past fr and futu ns. 

1 · pEOvide any Gther, assistance to get <tlri& marker designated and installed, please 
tact me or one.M my staff. 

Sincerely,: 

~¥ 
BpT S,TUFAK'. 
~mbe.1 of'Cpn~_i;s 

BTSl db 

PLMa:a:au-Te: 

~, ..... ._1,114""17 B 
(9i9):i- <1f<• -!"91!! 

IJlml!oCl'Tau.,_·~ ('IJl!j --~l'Nl!I 
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l'AICD(-H s.,_ H011$E' OFl'ICE --
LANSING. lllOIGAN -.-,.,, 

ffl0NE: lffll ffl,Dll!I TDU- UPl'lil PIN!ISIM Olll~ 
,-.c&1ff7 _ ... -.i,_._ 

May 31, 2005 

STEPHEN· ADAMINI 
MICfilGAN STATE REPRES~TATIVE 

109TH DISTRICT 

Mr. Mike Cieslinski, Distriet Manager 
Barag&.; District Office 
~partm~ of Natural Resources 
427 US-41 North 
Baraga, MI 49908 

Dear Mr. Cieslinski: 

COMMITTEES: 
H(AllMl'OUCVCVCI 

~ONAiam 
T_MNll'OlfTAllON 

.JUDICIMY 

LAW IEIIISl0N C0MMIISIOM 

I am writing today in suppmt of the Thompson Historical. Advisory Gommittee's attempt to 
1secure land from• the Department of Natural Resogrees for a historical mmer and tmall park. It 
is mybope that you give tlieir petition your full consideration. 

I believe tliat this project would enhance !,local toµrjsm through the creation of a historical 
destination describing the significance of Thompson, Michigan. The committee's plan centcS-
on erecting a historical marker within a small park on land which is currently being used as a 
parking lot. This marker would center on the. story of the "Christmas Tree Ship•• which was lost 
in a November 22, 1912 stonn off of Two Rivers, Wisconsin shortly ·after- loa4ing up its yearly 
shipment of Ghristmas treeS in Thompson barbdr. 

This project would not ofily affect Thompion, but would also dtaw · Olbm' 
Schoolcraft county landmarks. n is because of the- wide teacbmg ,,!'>U,1-,w,a dl8t I 
lend my full support to their efforts. 

Thank you for your time and cona:i"'deration. Jf you 
not hesitate to contact my office. 
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Coun 
€:hairpet-son, Keith P. A(dricli, Dis.trict No. J; 
Vice-chairperson, Daniel R:, M,;Kmney, Dis_ttict No_, 2 
Commissioner Lindsley JJ. Frenette, District No. 1 
C,ommissic,ner Margaret A. Anw)d, District No. 5 
Commissioner SGott R Chdr'tier, Di:slrict No. 4 

November 18, 2005 

M's. Lallta Ashle·e 
Michigan Historical Mai,ker Program 
State Historical Preservation Office 
Buteau ofMichigan History 
Michigan Department ef State 
Lans.ing, Michigan 

Re: Tliompson Township Histori.~ll} Marker Projeet 

Dear Ms. Ashlee: 

At a duly no~iced meeting of the S-choolctaft County Board ofGommissionets on November 14, 
2005, it was moved and seconded to support the. Thompson Township Historical Marker Project. 

This historical marlcer will showcase the- famous Christmas Tree .. Ship and will allow Thompson 
Township tQ share their xich history, instilling a sense of pride and place to the residents of the 
Township and the C:ouncy. It Will also be a ttraw for tourism. a major industry in the Opper 
Peninsula. 

We,are asking1hatyouJook favorably at their application and approve Thompson Township the right. 
to install this proposed historical mark"ei:. 

Thank y0u tor yo,ur consideration. 

· on 
$d of Conuni~ners 

3CHJ Walnut Street-Courthouse-Room 12.$ • Maniiti41ie. Mic.biglm 4911$11 
• 906-341-361 l • Fax: i9o6-34J-5680 
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ScFioo[craft County 
Chamber of Commerce 

Decembec s, 2005 

Ms. Laura Ashlee 
Michigan Historical Marker Program 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Bw-eau of Michigan History 
Michigan Department Qf State 
Lansing, MI 48909 

Dear Ms. Ashlee, 

The Board of Directors of the Schoolcraft County Chamber of &>mmerce wholeheartedly endorses the efforts of the Thompson Township Board and Thompson Historical Advisory Committee to receive a state historic marker and designate their area as "The Last Port of Call for the Historic Christmas Tree Ship." 
We feel such a mark-er would be a service to the thousands of tourists and other out-of-town visitors who pass through our area each year, providing valuable information on a famous chapter of Great Lakes history and new insight into the history, peopte, culture and events not only of Thompson Township but the neighboring town of Marustique and all of Schoolcraft County. It would also provide a critical boost to our tourism industry. 
Over the past few years, the chamber has watched with pride as the county, city of townships came togetba' in an unprecedented show of unity to secure Michigan Economic Development Cofl)Oration funding for an economic feasibility study, then teamed up on a new inter-governmental committee to pursue the goals of that study. The study looked at four key areas: industrial, retail, housing and tourism, suggesting numerous long-nmge objectives and short-term strategies for growth in all of those areas. One of the tourism-oriented projects created as a result of the study was the county's new "circle tour," highlighting many areas of natural or historical ~ignificancc, including the old Tholnpson dock and harbor. A historical marker wo~tlyJmhance that-area and further support our efforts to build our local economy through tourism. / : ' · · 

'" As you may know, the Christmas Tree Shi is o aimed" by other cities in other states, since it was sailing for Cut-., and sanltotrtllP:'slloR11Jt>f uconsin. Thompson (and the state of Michigan) are frequently overlooked by biltoJy fans and lhipwn,ck in pursuit of the Christmas Ship story. Yet understandably we believe this area bas one ofdlle DI a 1 ~laiml of all to the vcae1 and its legendary tale, since it sailed from here, with a load of Christmas trees hlD our own forelts. ml bid strong. direct cormcctions to local families who still live here today . 
....... Couaty Chmhcr of Commen:e believes a Christmas Ship marker in Thompson Township makes sense 11111 Mi rdy. culbnUy llld economieally. We hope the State Historic Preservation~ agn,es . 

..... ,... 
..... 2 •••• , 2:9 
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Economic Development Corporation 

M3. Laura Ashlee 
Michigan Historical Mark'er Program 
State Historical Preservation Office 
Bureau of Michigan History 
Mu:higan Department qf State 

August 1, 2005 

Dear Ms. Ashley: 

I am writing on-behalf of tlie-Schoolcraft County Economic Development Co,poration to 
give our enthusiastic supJJ()rt to Thompson Township for their Historical Marker Project. 

A historical marler showcasing the famous Christmas Tree Snip will allow Thorr,pson 
Township. to share their rich history. It will instill a sense of pride and place 10 the 
communily and will also be a great drawfor tourism. 

Thompson TDW11Ship is progressing rapidly and we strongly believe that this opportunity 
if QJ1JJ1'CW&l will benejd Thompson and Schoolcraft County for year:s to come. 

We hope you look favorably at this application and approve Thompson. Township the 
rigM to inllall a Hi8torical Matlrer for their Township. 
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Office of the 
Tribal Chairperson 

Aa(on.A- Payment, MP A 

523 Ashmun Street 

Sault Ste. Marie 

Micbigan 

49783 

Phone 

906-635-8640 
or 1--888-94-AARON 

Fu 

906-632-6086 

November 29, 2005 

Thompson Townsmp 
Laurie Jasmine 
P.O. Box 174 
Manistique, MI 49854 

.Re: Tbompson IDstoric.al Marker 

Dear Laurie Jasmine, 

On behalf of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, I am 
pleased to infomi you that the Board of Directors has selected Thompson 
Historical Marker, under Thompson Historieal AdvisQry Committee as a 
worthy project for 2% funding. The application provided to us named 
Thompson Township as the local unit of gove.mmeat to receive these 
funds for disbursement. (If this infonnation is in error, or you do not wish 
to participate and want to return the check, please call and we will rectify 
the situation.) 

I am honored ta transmit our check in the amount of $1,000.00 toward 
this endeavor. This represents payment for the period April 1, 2005 
through September 30, 2005, the Fall Cycle, and is in accordance with 
our gaming revenue sharing agreement with the State of Michigan. 

Under our agreement with the State of Michigan, a portion of the Tribe's 
gaming revenue is set aside to compensate local units of State 
government for services provided to the 'tribe and its Members. 

We look forward to continued cooperation between the Sault Ste. Marie 
'l\61 of ~a Indians and Thompson Township in order to provide 
~~the general public as well as our Tn"bal citizens. 

[CS) Scanned with CamScanner 



 

STA TE OF M1€HIGAN 

JENNIFE~ GRANHOLM 
GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, ARTS AND LIBRARIES 
LANSING 

June 12, 2006 

Ms. Laurie Jasmin 
Thompson Township Clerk 
PO Box 174 
,Manistique, MI 49854 

Dear Ms. Jasmin: 

DR. WILLIAM ANDERSON 
DJRECTOR 

Congratulations! I am: pleased to inform you tbat on May 24, 2006, the Michigan Historical 
Commission granted: permission to erect a historical marker for Thompsen and the Christmas 
Tree Ship. It will read as follows in the attached text. Dnportant information regarding the 
delivery of the marker is explained below. Please read this letter cal'.efally and provide a copy 
to the business that will take delivery of the marker! 

Examine the attached copy carefully, payihg particular attention to the dates and spelling of 
names. If there are no factual or typog(Bphical errors, ,write the word approved_ on the copy, sign 
it and return it to us with your remittance. We are reQl!esting a check from you in the amount of 
$2,900, payable to the State of Michigan for a large informational (tw~post) marker with 
different ten on ~h side. The check should be mailed with the marker text to: Receipt 
Processing, Department of History, Arts and Libraries, Box 30737, Lansi,ag, Ml 48909-8237. 
Once the check is received, we will order the marker. It will be deliveroo to the address you 
listed on yom application within twelve to fourteen weeks. 

Please aote: You must inform the recipient that the marker may be delivered at any time within 
the-next three months. Jlreilllt a,mpules wDI all .allead to schedllle a delivery between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p..m., M•day tllroqll lf'riday. You must identify someone to accept delivery 
and assist~ driver in • · le The marker will be shipped ftom 
Sewah Studios in • • . tice. ,,,._ • ---
.,.,.., ·"' thaw., 
c.vck to lie r--- !ft1~iilltll0: eel, or you 
bavo . 
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State Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. Brian D. Conway to Ms. Laurie Jasmin 

June .12, 2006 
Page2 

Please contact Laura Ashlee regarding your dedication plans at 517/335-2725. If you wish, she 
will supply you with sample prognuns from past dedications to assist you in planning your event, 
and she will be happy to contact a member of the Historical Commission, or one of its 
representatives. to dedicate the marker for you. 

In orderto retain yourmark1rr into the :futµre, you are e:ig,ected to coll$Ult with the State Historic 
Preservation Office and comply with the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation 
for any work that you unclenake to your property. Please feel free to contact us at any time if you 
hay~ questions. We can also mail you a _~py 9fthe.staQ.®fds. 

I encourage you to keep abreast of historic preservation activities by joining the Michigan 
Historic Preserv:ation Network. The network publishes a quarterly newsletter and hosts an annual 
conference each spring, which brings together preservationists from throughout the state. The 
network's website is: www.mhpn.org. 

We look fonyard to hearing from you soon regarding xour text and your dedication plans. 
I 

Brian D. Conway 
State Historic Preservatio Officer 
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April 26, 2006 

SchoOlcraft County 
community foundation· 

For good. For ever.· 

Thompson Historical Advisory Committee 
Laurie Jasmin 
1251S North Stanley Rd. 
Manistique, Ml 49854 

Dear Ms. Jasmin: 

The Schoolcraft County Community Foundation is pleased to inform you that the 
Board of Directors has awarded $200 to help with installing a state historical marker 
commemorating Thompson as the last port of call of the Christmas Tree Ship. 

We would appreciate acknowledgment of the Schoolcraft County Community 
Foundation's contribution to this event in any future publicity. 

The board and I welcome this opportunity to work with you toward our common goal of 
improving the quality of life for all who live in Schoolcraft County. 

Sincerely, 
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Plk 11,px; 11 9£lto neal ~1itJo YBonvrniJtee 
1251S N. Stanley Road 
Manistique, Ml 49854 
Phone (906) 341-6338 
laurie@uplogon.com 

............................................................................. ······· ... ·--····· ........... . 
Fun.draiser Report 
November 19, 2005 

Committee Members: Meg Wnuk, Charlene Crosby, Deanna Fish & Laurie Jasmin 
Total Funds Raised $862.00 
Less Cost of Food Items ($149.94) 
At this time, I do not have the bill from the Advisor for our ad. We will also be running a 
Thank you ad. 
Served approximately 60 people 
Thank -You cards will be mailed to those who donated Art items for raffle and bake sale items 
and to the women who helped the committee in the kitchen, set up or clean up. 
Workers: Betb Malloch, Shirley Stanley, Roe LaPlante, Dorothy Rochefort, & Lisa 
Boudreau. 
Bake Sale Items donated by: Roe LaPlante, GuerdaFrenette, Shirley Stanley, Kathy Stanley, 
Lisa Boudreau, Dorothy Rochefort, Theresa Lund, Beth Malloch, and committee members 
Deanna, Charlene, Meg, Laurie. 
Art/Craft Items: 
Wood Carved Morel Mushroom - Donateo by Wayne Stanley - Won by Rick Toncray 
Decorated & Lighted €hristmas Wreath - Donated by Donna LaFoille - Won by Joel Hoholik 
Hand Crocheted Kitchen Towel/Hotpad Set - Donated by Theresa Lund- won by Beth 
Malloch 
Hand made Amulet Bag Necklace - Donated by Meg Wnuk - Won by Mark Cheuvront 
Hand Painted Silk Suncatcher (Moose) - Donated by Nancy Lymangrover - Won by Meg 
Wnuk 
Hand Painted Silk Suncatcher {Tree) - Donated by Nancy Lymangrover - Wan by Beth 
Malloch 
Hand Painted Silk Scarf- Donated by Nancy Lymangrover - won by Judy Slingsby 
Snowman Light-Donated by Deanna Fish - Won by Cheryl Ranguette 
Rouse Simmons Hand Woven Basket - Donated by Meg Wnuk - won by Sally Dufour 
Walking Stick-Donated by Hmy Whaling - won by Cheryl Rangette 
Walking Stick-Donated by Harty Whaling- won by Dan LaFoille 
LeatbQ- Art-DoJIIQd by Jody Wnuk-won by Joel Ho)lolik 

of'Ibe Historic Christmas Tree Ship book - Donated by author Rochelle 
P .... -WOUJjtlUclttoncra;y 

:.00:QatcKlby Robin Mulligan - won by Penny McKay 
W - n by Joel Hoholik 
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by Joel Hoholik 
·eJQSmin 
on by Ona Allen 

hefort 
ieneTurek 



 

The Following Email was written to Author Rochelle P-ennington (Ibe Historic Christmas 
Tree Ship) from Mr. Jim Brotz after be had e,xamined the above photo. Mr. Bro~ has 
made many (Jives to the Rouse Sirumons and was responsible for the restm~.t:ion of the 
schooners wheel. The wheel is kept at the Rogers Street Fishing Museum, Two Rivers, 
WISConsin. 

>>> 
>>>As I explained in our recent pnone conversation about the possi'bility of 
>>>the Tb,ompson Mich. photo bemg the "Rouse Simmons", I can only give 
>>>strong circumstantial evidence. The photo of the Rouse Simmons, with the 
>>>name board clearly shown on the stern (Rouse Simmons of St. James) was 
>>>1aken in 1909 at the So. 8th Street Bridge in Sheboygan, WI. (photo in 
>>>Runge Collection, Milwaukee Public Library and on page #209 of your book., 
>>>"The Historic Christmas Tiee Ship". This photo was used.in._,-
>>>determination that the boom and gaffs on the Thompson·~ 
>>>photo both appean,d to be whi1e under stron& • 
>>>also the pin stripe under the banclrail OD the 
>>>1hat the white boom and gaffs would be tbo .. 
>>>indeed the Rouse Simmons. If the twi&iW 
>>>aomc local photo shop or lab coul4I en]. 
>>>tbe.namebomd. 
>>> 
>>>I was unable to meet up with Ka 
>>>elderly mother W11 ffl 8lid ho OdtJJ4 
>>> 
>>>n.nb.-tbrthlP ..... 
>>> 
>>>Happy Holidays. 
>>> 
>>>JimandSIJSie 
» 
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Gene~o_gy of:Caph1in HennananJ J\1.rs. Ba1·barn St;huener:na:nn 

Captain Herq:1an ~cbuen,em'li:nQ and Mis] Barbara Sc:tiinilei weire:rnar:ried Apri l 
9, J ~Q'J in Ghieago, Illinois. Ex-actly J1ine months later, fo the very ,day, 'the 
'Schuenemann family. welcpmcd their fitst!>om, a daughter. two more ·daug[1.te~ 
f@temal ~ns born in f89~, comple_ted their family. 

Cbilclren/G:rondch.i.ldrcn: 

Elsie Schucrremann 
Bcim,• 
l')j~{. 
B~p_llied: , 
Addfe$\,~t time 9fb irth: 
J-lus!,aoru 

· cfiildn:n: 

R,earl St,bQ.,er(em~(T wi:n)' 
8pm: 

·Died: 
Baptized: 
, · •time of birtl!: '·• - -

Hazel S.chuenemann {1\vi~J 

Jamia.ry ~-• f8J12 
Ja~uary3J, 19.50;Age58 . 
Ma@ 6, 1892- "Elsa Christine Louise" 
I 70l!aS.alle:Avenue, Chicago 
Arthua E. lloberts 
One son, A:r!Hur R,•Roberts 

8o'rn'. SeJ>lember 10, 15120 
Baptiied:, Januacy '9; !921 - "Arthur Fred Edward'' 
A:ddress':tt'iime ofbirtli, 16:38 N. ,Clarli,S(tei:l,(;hi9agq 
Nofe~ Tlus•was IIWall<lress or<:;i\ptaiii H'ennan 

~-~utii~nn in l~l:Z. ' · 

©cto . 
MY'i 
· . ' ''Pcai111l 0lam'' . 

f¥. ·. " . i:p,i'go 

' ~Jing, 
Jo" 

~cago 

t>,el"2'8, W30- -~Willlam Edwart1i:, 
bittfu 5.is Wi:ikhtw®dAvenue, 

Bo.gc 9ch.1>erA l!l'!~ 
Died; ianuuy4; I 9.69fAge 70· 
J;lapti~ . 1'Joyerriber 27; is~s - '"Hazel Marion;; 
M<lress,at lime.ofojrtj,; l>'93 '.f,1.- GI~ S1,:eet; ehicago 
Jiu§baD<I~ Glaremce Gronemann · 
-.Cb1ldren: None 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subj~: 

"Eliling• · . 
<;lau'ne@uplQSon.fum> 
Mcrn~~-July ·18, 2Q2fi 7.:27 PM 
G~eetings 

Dµir Laurie Jasmin, 
Thank you for your most interestfng· 1.etter about y,our work oh the Thompsi>n 

Historical Ad.;tiso'cy Committee and the fact thal your great g'randfathlW c;i.nd my 
grandfather knew each other. Tne p<>pulcir play "Sb.c, Degr,_ees of Separation" seems. quite 
:truel 

We.share your feelings aQout Roc;helle Pennington. Not only is·she <1 9ift'ed 
researcher <1nd writer but<1 thoroughly lovely person. 

Please 'ke.ep 11ie informed <1.bout your progres~. 
Sincerely, 

W.E.Ehling 
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Two-post Marker 
Dif.ferent Text Each Side 

2" e:aption 
1 ½" text 

Schoolcraft County 
· Thempson Township 

Side Two 
CHRI9TMAS TREE SHIP 

1 The ltous_e Si1T1110ns was one of tfie 
2 last schooners 0n the Gr ec1t Lak.es. 
3 - Built in 1868 to carry 1 umoer, the 
4 three-maste~ vessel beeame Chicaga·s 

·-· - -s· "Cnh stmas~--'f re.e Ship.. -when Herman 
6. Sehu:enem · · an i nt:er es1: i t-l 
"7 · · nd 1876 the 
8 n transporti ng 
9 · trees from Micfligan and 

10 Wi scans in no . In. November. 
11 1898 Herman· s IDr@ther August 
12 perished in the wrerk" of ttte 
J-3 schooner · S. . Tha 7, but · Herman 
ht ccmtfnued t[le ou~iness. Bound for 
1.s Chicago Qrt November 22. 1912 , he 
16 laoart:led . the s;nmons. -•. which was 
17 loaded . wi·t h tree;s from Thompson <s 
1s forests . and . sailed into a fierce 

-19 snowstorm t hat plunged t he ·ship. and 
20 its crew and passengers, to _the la~e 
21 bot..t~m. Herman ·~ wife and daughters 
22 del ivered . trees to Chicago e.ach 
23 Christmas• until ar0und 1934. 

Michigan Hi storical C 
. .Registe 

This Marker is the Pro 
Text authored by Laura Ashlee 
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THOMPSON 

Two-post Marker 
DiTfereht Text Each Side 

2" captien 
1 ½" text 

S.cho.olcraft County 
ThompsQn Township 

Side One 

1· The Delta Lumber, Company of Detroit. 
2 he·aded by E. L. Thompson. platted 
3 the vi 11 age of Thompson in 1888 . 
4 Seve.n' dtfferent lumber companies ran 
i the mi 11 1 r the vi 11 age . By 1907 the 
6 population : reached 900. Three 
1 church.es and four saloons served the 
s resideRts, as did a general store. a 

· 2 · hotel :· and. -a _hospital : Sta·gecoaches 
10 carried passengers twice daily . to 
11 nearby Mani-st i que. located along the 
12 Minneapolis . St . Paul & Sault Ste. 
13 ~arie ~ailway. The Thompson Rail-
14 road. used primarily for hauling 
rs _logs to the doc.ks. al so_ took touPs Ki-tc.h-, t-i -k\pi 
16 to the Big Sp~ing. K1tchi--ti -ki -pi . .,/4 
11 Lum~eri,:ig actiyities. in Thompson 
1s . died out quic~ly. · and by 1919 the 
19 towri · s population had dropped to 
20 only 150. Thompson was the last P.>Qrt 

-~1 of ca 11 for the ·'CbrtsJtiras lrH 
22 Sh; p., " Rouse i 
23 · 1~12~ 
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AEJUAL VIEW OF HISTORICAL MARKER SITE 
DNRFISHING ACCESS SITE, THOMPSON, lMICHIGAN 

TAI<EN BY JODY WNUK 
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101URE LOCATION OF MAlU{ER 
DNR FISHING ACCESS SITE 

THOMPSON, MICHIGAN 
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l t wa:nm im:,redible day to ,st;aii: worki:ai}j on the site pJ:e_pai · . 
The weiiihcw ,vi~ perfuct and we hau the good forhme to have 
ftrdy vVnukshow JJp with his big "Tilmka'1! \i\lhhl. we thought 

\.\1$ · 11 cl.aY,'.t:v¢o:t., t:w'n lot\l>le of 
h:0urs q( . . & . Befo1~ we kri, was de~ll'e<:l 

?,1.nd the brnsh ~V'\iS haule(.I away. 

Picture t.op: Jotly v\7,ink, ~leg, Alan & Beverly Asp 
.Right: Jooy, Pam & Don Zorn · 

Bott@~n: J0dy, B~v, Alan, Megi Pam & D6'.n 
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M.A.¥ 29'llf__, 2®6 -. Ell\ST WORK,.,BF..E 
70 PREPARE SITE FOR MARKEi\ 

' JODY &
0

1.\IE.GWNUiv . 
))ON & PAM ZORN 

ALAN & 13EV£RLY ~SP 
U IDliE ,IASMJ'.N 
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'rop: Meg, Don, J?a.nr& Alan. 
{Alan thankfully brougpt ~ong his-chains\tw) 

llii[ht: D6111 Pam & Bev 
Bottom: Meg; Bev & Alan take a break 
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Having the trailer available for brush haulin~was really nice and 
1• we had a few good chuckles when iL came time to back it up for 

the next load O won't say who ,va.~ driving the van!). 
'f op: Tfie "crev1~1 hauls brush while J()dy runs the backJ10e 

Middle: Meg & D<i>n 
Be.,, 
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TBJ:;1 I.:ift: PantZ6m 
1'6p Right .O·on. ~m (Lex,ik--. .like h.e is ~vau:hm'!r Ra1:n ) 

Middle: The"''Crew;' 
l3'9ttQm: Admirinf Qt,tr W qrk. 

wa& e0mp1et~d and we \\!eJ:'e pl~il$~f with th~ 
resql~. The site;was f~1g shap~ but 1vestill had a wa~.to,go. 
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Tuft Pam takes a break. \¥hat a q,e;autiful l>a!:kgt9:i.urd. 

Bottom: :A,t the end ofthe fil'St workbee, the major clear-
u1g \m ~on:ipleted. , How fortunate and appn~riate- it was 
to ·have a pine tree' grolving right behmd where we wanted 
the marker t~ be l.ocated. l t11ink, everyon~ w,ts,fatisfied 

with wbat we. had ac:t0mpLished. 
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July 22ncl., 2006---,Workbee #2 
Same.'D.ediqi.ted ~rew: Jo'dy '&MegWnuk; Don &Pam Zoin, 

B'<1ver!J & Alan Asp, Crrarlel'!e Crnsby<& Laurie.Ja~mih 

T0p: Levelm$ t>.ut fue sjte as J pdy mb've,s sJ:,me ilirt at9"1.0d 

Bottom; Lots ofa'akinj, bepding, shoveli~,, etc. 
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'Top: Char &-M¢$ continue to Fake as Bev &u Alan start 1ayi.qg out 
the.stakes. 

Mid_dle U.. re R): Don, Char, ¥eg,,B.ev,J.gdy1&Pam. 

B01'ttlm: J ody. Alan &-Char spread out the l!;lrp while Pam & D,6n 
. I'akee. 

~is {;Utyo11e :qpticed t!tfltI ;m, qet'.m ail)( ofthes.¢ ,picturtfs yet?.li 
appears like I may '2e ii- l(oidiag the w0rk in ord~r t,o take,/t;h,e, plratos') 
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Top: Al.an begins tp lay out tlie fr.arm~ work for the pad 

Middl~: J0rty 

Botto.111c: The whol~,·crew 
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Top: 'Ihe,fiam6 is finished and.almQSt rea-ort@ sefiiJ\ plai;:e. 
Don, as.uSuah k-eef)s llli all la\.!ghihg 

Midtlle &Bo'tfom: Tu~ reb<,tt will hoJd the frame in p)ac~'!ll1d 
Char sho£'els me ,sand al9,ng the,,Q1!ts1de ed.ge to stabillu)t. 
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T9p: The final acl.jusonents,are made,on the frame, the tarp is. 
in place and , ve are read~1 to start filling. 

Middle: Jody sroru hauling in the gravel to Jay lhe fouudatiJm 

Bott.om: 0Ur first l&itd of u-ail mix 'is delive(ed by the DNR 



 

-
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Tne work is done and we can stand hack an.d admire. the 
:finished product. Now aU we have to do is :wait for the 

marker to anive and finish deaning l:lP the rest C$[ t,he s,lte. 
Werk saved for anc;,ther day! 



 

00110~• 
S@~ 

9:00 a.m. on a crisp Saturday morning, with an absolutely gorgeous view on the horizon, 
we gathered .one more time at the DNR Fishing Access Site in Thompson to set the final 
stage of Phase I in motion. 

Present: 
Don & Pam Llom 

Char Crosby 
Jody & Meg Wnu.k 

Wayne Stanley 
Dale & Laurie Jasmin 
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Tu~1.41;,Da1.c, Don.&Jo<ly carefully load thti marker in tJ1e 
""-" * hack of' the truck. .0'1J'lo~o* 

1;!;,f. ... ,I<: 
M'icl~l-~lb~ht ~pn. ,10!,,.u~teere.d t? I~ in cfou-~ q[ keep.fng th~ * o • Si!:,'IJ m whdc-we {hwe to tJ1e-s1Le. *.,. 

Ai;ittQm Right: Jody & !)!!)11,.gef the lro] s s_.tm1!ed and, t:.ut 
tl1rnvgh the- mrp so Dale & \>\(Ryne·can suat dtilling die heles 

·· · · ,vi'd-i the auger. 
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l\fiddle Right: \Vayne& Dale strut the_ auger 

Bottom Left: The marker is laid out a11d r¢aO}' to be 
inS,talled 

Bot1<;>ni Right: Jol'.1¥. & Don make sure the posts are goirig 
lo sfuy in place durjng the i~talla.tion 



 

Top Lefr: Jody, [fale & !Don 

Top Right: Dale.& Jody g'~t th<! rope tied oi1 the market 

Botto}n L,¢li: O~ce aif,lin,J0dy C<>mes t~ the rescue ai1tl easily Lili!> 
I.he marker int@,pl.4te 

Bottom Right: It was so exerting to linally the marktr S.(,111ding-
and installecl. ,1t tl1e site. 
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Top u:fL: "n\e llnal load or trail mix is leveled <>u~ after the 
marker had been installed. 

Middle Right: Make sure the m!lJ"ker is level 

Bottom Left: Jody raise~ dle ¢Q\•l r so we C4-fl, all take <1,peek 

B9 tt6m Right TI1c cover is put b?ck on until I.He big day 



 

Top Le . . n,at"j p~rso:n gll$,t Io t)1e ,ri.gb~ 9'f _the 
Sl!,'Il?- T hat we(e forbidde~ r0. take her pi<!ture. 

1.rn tshe.,got qttJght in this 01_1e! 

"f.0p. Rtiht: fG.toR) '\1/ayne, Jody, & Dori f:mish leveling out.the . 
!:J.:cii:lnux 

B-0tron: that weJ-e~hw.lt liy \,\ ~ayn~ weFe hauled 
frotn· hi site Uy Jody (saved aga.in).an.d c;a-rd\.1lly 

·s~Linto plate. 
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1'~p Wt: \<Vay11e~ die i,1trson 
who brnughJ d1is _QJ·0j!'1<:t l(;) 

life. 

T6'p Rrght: vV:ayu'&is dog, Gus 
an{I ~,ur p~wly installed 

n;\,(rkes 
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B(lwr,wl.iNftk~&-~ 
CW,,.J,~a;&,,uJ,r;o(,~, 

~JU, $/µp, t"' .M--.t 
9,(l~wc,J,,J.1ate,_~ 

c:r;1iu, wJM,,iA, ~ -;,., :t,f. '-'Jo,-, 'W~ 
~tAe,,uonrS~'W~ ~1,1.s,_.~ 

'9;3~~~_,ru:u/,e,_lt!i4.n.al,w,.aJ,~oo,, 

,$1(~-tlti!!~<if,~ 

"<(jJJ,J,~ Wun,,u,, <(b.u~r 


