The Besginning

Author, Rochelle Pennington kicked off our project by
agreeing to come to Thompson for her first book signing for
“The Historic Christmas Tree Ship, A True Story ol Faith.
Hope and Love”.
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‘Christmas Ship’ author
plans visit to Thompson

Because 1t was smbng to: Chidago and sank off - Wisconsin,
residents o those areas have alwavs touted the Mstone Chost-
mas Tree Ship as theirown. Bul many people1n Schooleraft
County lay their o claim o the legendary vessel, which de-
parted: frent Thompson Harbor with a load of iocally-grown trees
on itF final joumey'mio the pages of history,

Unlike ‘any others who have written about the Rouse Sim-
mens, Rochelle Pennington pives Thompson 115 due in her new
book, and will be ¢oming 10 the area later this month to @ik
aboutil

The Thompson Township Board is hosting an appearance by
Pennington Satrday, Ot 23, at 2 pom., at the ownship hall on
LI5-2"5he will be signing copies of her book, and will be happy
to diseuss her-research. the Rouse Simmons? cpnnection te the
ared; and other-aspects-of the story

Also on hand will be singer-songwrites Casl Bgih: I, who
will perform his:song - “The Ghm!mes Tree Shm“‘t and
dessert will be available foreveryone. &y ]

For more information; contact Tml-'rrshhp Clerk T.aune Tasmin
AL 3416338,
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MAY 20™, 2006 - FIRST WORK-BEE
TO PREPARE SITE FOR MARKER

JIODY & MEG WNUK
DON & PAM ZORN
ALAN & BEVERLY ASP
LAURIE JASMIN

The weather was perfect and we had the good fortune to have
Jody Wnuk show up with his big “Tonka™ What we thought
was going to be an all day event, turned mto only a couple of
hours of brush hauling. Before we knew i, the site was cleared
and the brush was hauled away.

Picture top: Jody Wnuk, Meg, Alan & Beverly Asp
Right: Jody, Pam & Don Zorn
Bottom: Jody, Bev, Alan, Meg, Pam & Don




Top: Meg, Don, Pam & Alan.
(Alan thankfully brought along his chainsaw)
Right: Don, Pam & Bey
Bottom: Meg, Bev & Alan take a break
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Middle: Megj
Bottom: Bev
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N Top Left: Pam Zom
Top Right: Don Zom (Looks like l

Middle: The







July 22nd, 2006—Workbee #2
Same Dedicated Crew: Jody & Meg Wnuk, Don & Pam Zorm,
Beverly & Alan 'Asp, Charlene Crosby & Iaune_]asnnn

Top: Leveling out the site as Jody moves some dirt around

Middle: Jody takes out some stubborn stumps & we keep raking

Bottom: Lots of raking, bending, shoveling, etc.




Top: Char & Meg continue to rake as Bey & Alan start laying out
the stakes.

Middle (L to R); Don, Char, Meg, Bev, Jody & Pam.

Bortom: Jody, Alan & Char spread out the tarp while Pam & Don
: rake.

(Has anyone noticed that I am not in any of these pictures yet? It
appears like I may be avoiding the work in order to take the photos)




Top: Alan begins to lay out the frame work for the pad

Middle: Jody

Bottom: The whole crew




Top: The frame is finished and almost ready to set in place.
Don, as usual, keeps us all laughing

Middle & Bottom: The rebar will hold the frame in place and
Char shovels the sand along the outside edge to stabilize it.




Top: The final adjustments are made on the frame, the tarp is
in place and we are ready to start filling.

Middle: Jody starts hauling in the gravel to lay the foundation

Bottom: Our first Ioad of trail mix is delivered by the DNR




The work is done and we can stand back and admire the
finished product. Now all we have to do is wait for the
marker to arrive and finish cleaning up the rest of the site.
Work saved for another day!




9:00 a.m. on a crisp Saturday morning, with an absolutely gorgeous view on the horizon,
we gathered one more time at the DNR Fishing Access Site in Thompson to set the final
stage of Phase 1 in motion.
Present:
Don & Pam Zormn
Char Crosby
Jody & Meg Wnuk
Wayne Stanley
Dale & Laurie Jasmin
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Hﬁigle«%n Don volunteered to be in charge Gf keeping the
o oaf sigm in while we drive to the site.
Boltam Right: Jody & Don get the holes started and cut
through the tarp so Dale & Wayne can start drilling the holes
with the auger.

Bottom Left: Wayne & Meg supervise!




Top Left: (LtoR) Pam, Jody, Dale, Don, Wayne
Middle Right: Wayne & Dale start the auger

Bottom Lefi: The marker is laid out and ready o be
installed

Bottom Right: ] ody & Don make sure the Posts are going
to stay in place during the installation




Top Left: Jody, Dale & Don
Top Right: Dale & Jody get the rope tied on the marker

Bottom Left: Once again, Jody comes to the rescue and easily lifts
the marker into place

Bottom Right: It was so exciting to finally see the marker standing
and mstalled at the site.



‘Middle Right: Make sure the marker s level

1 Lelt: Jody raises the cover so we can all take a peck
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Top Lelt: Notice the “red hat” person just to the right of the
sign? That was Char & we were forbidden to take her picture
but she got caught in this one!

Top Right: (LioR) Wayne, Jody, & Don finish leveling out the
frailmix

Bottom : The pilings that were built by Wayne were hauled
from his house to the site by Jody (saved again) and carefully
set ito place.




Top Lelt: Wayne, the person
who brought this project to
hfe.

Top Right: Wayne’s dog, Gus
and our newly installed
marker
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THOMPSON
The Delta Lumber Company of Detroit.
headed by E.L. Thompson. platted
the village. of Thompson iIn 1888
Seven different lumber companles ran
the mill in the village. By 1907 the
population had reached 900. Three
churches and four saloons served the
residents, as did a general store. a
hotel. and a hospital. Stagecoaches
carried passengers twice dally to
nearby Manilstique. located along the
Minneapolis. St. Paul & Sault Ste.
Marie Railway. The Thompson Rall-
road. used primarily for hauling
logs to the docks, also took tours
to the Blg Spring. Kitchi-ti-ki-pi.
Lumbering activities in Thompson
died out quickly, and by 1913 the
town's population had dropped to
only I50. Thompson was the last port
§ the “"Christmas Tree
Immons, which sank In

HIP
The Rouse Simmons was one of the
last schooners on the Great Lakes.
Built in 1868 to carry lumber, the
Ehree-masted vessel became Chicago's
"Christmas Tree Ship” when Herman
Schuenemann purchased an interest in

it In 1910 Around [876 the J§

Schuenemanns had bequn transporting
trees from northern Michigan and
Wisconsin to Chicago. In November
1898 Hermans brother August
perished in the wreck of the
schooner S. Thal, but Herman
continued the business. Bound for
Chicago on November 22, 1912, he
boarded the Simmons, which was
loaded with trees from Thompson's
forests. and szailed Into a fierce
snowstorm that plunged the ship, and
its crew and passengers. to the lake
bottom. Herman's wife and dauqhterl.:
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