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Abovl!: volunteers Install 
the new Thompson Town-
ship hlstorlcal marker at the 
publlc access slle on Lake 
Micllfgan. The marker, a 
pl'oject of the Thon11>son 
Historical Advisory Commit-
tee, descrlbes the history of 
the township 'on one -sfde 
and Ifie story of the famed 
"Christmas Tree Ship'' on 
the other. The maiker, one 

. of seven being unvelled 
around the stat, thTs fall, 
will be dedicat,ed this Satur-
day, with a ceremony at the 
site and a. prog,am after-
wards at the ·nearby !Own'• 
ship h~II. A number of dig• 
nltarles will be Of\ hand and 
the public is Invited to, at-
tend. (Subm1Nedpnotos) 

Historic marker to be 
dedicated on Saturday 

Ev~cything i~ set for this 
weeJ<end'-s dedication or the 
newest Michigan historical 
nla,rker._ ·commemorating the 
hi.s,tory of Thompson Town-
ship· and U1e ill-fated Rouse 
SimmQils, better known · as. the 
Chr\51mas Tree Ship, 

Volunteers recently installed 
1he marker at its new home: 
the \?.~e Michig:a11 public ac-
cess ~ite, l~ted -off of US-2 
b.t!twcen Ro~rs Park and Lit-
tle Harbor ~o!d. 

The maik~ contains iwo 
se11l!J'ate historical write-ups. 
0n one side ii reviews the his-
tory of the township- On ~1e 
otlier, Thompson is honored as 
,th~ l'll,t port-of-call for the 
Rol!$C Simmons, which dc-
pa,ted from 1he harl)or on Noll. 
2~ i 912, bound fdr Chicago 
with a foaa of Chri~ !T«S, 
and san)< the next clay near 
Two Rivers, Wis. 

The public i$ ihvlied 10 at-
tend the mru:ker dedication, 
which' 12kes place this Satur-
day. ()et-21, at 2 p,m. 

Among those slated to speak: 
at the ceremony are Thomas 
Truscott of tlie Michigan His• 
torical Comm1ssioo and focal 
rd1dents 'Meg Wnak and 'Char 
CrosbY, lilith members of ttte 
Thompson Hjstorica1 Advisory 
Cominilte,e, lhe volunteer 
group 1)ia1 spearheaded the 
marker projei>t, 

Music will bt ptQvidi!d at 
the ceremony by bagpiper Sfu 
Haskell. 

The dedieation is only the 
si.an of 1he cjay's a'clivities. 
Afterwardt. efel)(one will ad-
i6um to the nearby Thompson 
-Town~hip Hall for refre:sh· 
mcntS arid a special program, 
which will begi(l at 4 p.m. 

The keynote ~peaker will be 
Wiscgnsil\ ~uthor Rochelle 
Pennington. who wrote two 
boo~ al)out the RoljSe sun:. 
mons: ,;The H\s_toric·chriStmaS 
Tree Ship: A True S1l)I)' or 
faith, ffppe and bovt" and 
•'The CJuistmas Tree Ship: The 

Story of eaptain Santa.I! 
Also on hand will be Dr, 

'niomas ,,Nolan, Glenn Lon· 
gacre-of the 'N~tionaPArchives 
Great Lakes :Museum in · Chi-
cago,. and local r.e~tlont Eris 
Webb, whose .grandmotfier 
was K.ate $Quires, a well-
known Thompson midwife, 

0ther attend~s will include 
Upper Peninsula musician aod 
author Carl, Behrena, wllo 
Wl'Q\C 'a -SOl)g about the ·RQ,l!SO 
Slmll).ons aiia a. re,;ent no,v.~f 
inspired by the vessel'-~ stgry. 

Honored gµesl$ will include 
William EhliJ\g. th(l grands@ 
of Rouse Simmons captain 
HelJTlann .Schuenemann; Xent 
Beflrichai:d, the di,ver w.ho 
found the wre<Jk Qf the ·sim-
mons in 197 I; diver l11n llro~ 
who restored tlie w~e.eJ"o.f the 
schooner, which is n6\f on 
display at the Rogers Street 
Fishing Museum fn Two Riv-
~rs, Wis.; diver Steve &ado• 
van1 arid Pc1er·6'ootland of Ille 
Wlsconsin Marine Historical 
Socieiy. 

The· Thompson made.er is 
.ooe of seven being- dedicated 
around the state jhis' llill. 

Ac<iording to the Michigan 
crtpar1lllent of Hls1ory, Arts 
and Libraries. new h1$iorlcal 

pl~ques were dedicated earlier 
1hi; mooth in downstate Jaok-
ion\, Marshall and Macomb 
C1?Un(¥. Otlier,,s will 15e un· 
veiled in th.e coming weel<s in 
the, Lower Micliigan communi-
ties of lianland, Ce,uer Lin_e 
aiia Imlay Cil)I. · 

Th~ ·111ompson Historical 
Advisory Committee 'ni'S been 
\\fOdcing on the ma~ef projeCI 

. ' fpr ·several yeats, ~ing out 
a fund-raising" cam!l"ign,' gath-
e;ring- a)l the necessary fufor-
ma/ion, and 09t1suiting with 
the Michigan Historical Gom-
minion, D<:pamnent of Envi-
(J>nmental Qualitj> 81\d De, 
partmont of Natural Resources, 
ultimate_ly winning · approval 
for the marktt'atid the site. 

Monetary donaiions wm 
·received from "t11_e:; saul1 s1e. 
"MiJ'ie Tribe of Chip~a lndf-
ans and number of local re{!-
oents. 01her cQntribut!ons in-
c)uaed lal)or and hiaterials for 
the site preparation and instal-
ration, . 

With the marker i11 place, 
the committee ~\l~ to con-
tinue !lll~iog mo.tl'ey anil ma)c-
, ' ' mg improvements at the ac~ 
site, sqme day adding oth<t 
inlt(pretlvo signs and ameni• 
ties. 
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