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February 20, 2015 FERC Project No. 10855

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street NE

Washington, DC 20426

Dear Secretary Bose:

Dead River Hydroelectric Project
Article 411 Wildlife Management Plan- 2015 Biennial Wildlife Management Plan

Report

As per the February 17, 2005 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) order
modifying and approving the Dead River Hydroelectric Project (Project No. 10855)
Wildlife Management Plan, Upper Peninsula Power Company (UPPCO) is to submit
the annual wildlife and bald eagle survey results and any measures implemented to
protect or enhance wildlife on biennial basis to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for comments
thirty (30) days prior to submitting the report to FERC. The Wildlife Management
Plan must be submitted to FERC by February 28, 2015. The submittal shall include
any comments from the resource agencies and any responses to those comments.

Wildlife Management Plan

The wildlife management plan was discussed during the annual resource agency
meetings held on March 19, 2013 and March 4, 2014. At the annual agency
meeting, UPPCO discussed the maintenance of the wildlife structures. As per the
approved plan, UPPCO discussed its plan to discontinue the maintenance of the
kestrel nesting structures at the McClure Hydroelectric Project if the 2014 survey
results indicated ten percent or less nesting success. This would be three continuous
years of less than ten percent nesting success for kestrel nesting structures.

The 2014 survey results indicated no kestrel nesting success; therefore, UPPCO will
implement the measures outlined in the approved Wildlife Management Plan and
discontinue surveys for the kestrel nesting structures at the McClure Hydroelectric
Project.

Materials concerning the maintenance and success of the wildlife structures were
provided to the representatives of the Dead River Campers Association (DRCA) at
their annual spring meeting in both 2013 and 2014. The McClure Basin Owners
Association (MBOA) was provided the information in spring and fall of 2013 and
spring of 2014.
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A survey for target species use and maintenance of structures was completed in
November of 2013 and 2014. The 2013 and 2014 wildlife survey results spreadsheet
is included in Appendix A.

Bald Eagle Management

The Bald Eagle survey information provided by the USFWS confirmed that the nest
located at the Hoist Reservoir was again active in 2013. The bald eagle nest is
located on the Dead River Camper’s Incorporation (DRCI) property. UPPCO provided
a bald eagle location figure and correspondence to the DRCI on January 4, 2013, no
response was provided.

The USFWS has not yet compiled the 2014 Bald Eagle Survey results. Once this is
complete, the USFWS will be forwarding this information to UPPCO. The 2013 Bald
Eagle nest location figure is included in Appendix B.

Documentation of Consultation
UPPCO provided a copy of the results to the MDNR and USFWS on January 14, 2015.
The USFWS provided comments on January 15, 2015. The MDNR did not provide

any comments. Documentation of Consultation is included as Appendix C.

Should you have any questions relative to this material, please do not hesitate to
contact Jamie Nuthals at (920) 433-1460.

Sincerely,

Gil Snyder
Manager — Regional Generation
for Wisconsin Public Service

jan/rjf

Enc:

cc: Mr. John Myers, IBS - D2 Mr. Robert Meyers, UPPCO - UISC
Mr. Shawn Puzen, IBS - D2 Mr. Keith Moyle, UPPCO - UISC
Mr. Ben Trotter, IBS - D2 Mr. Virgil Schlorke, UPPCO - UISC
Ms. Joan Johanek, WPS - D2 Mr. John Zygaj, FERC - CRO

Mr. James Melchiori, UPPCO - UVD
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APPENDIX A
2013 & 2014 Wildlife Survey Results Spreadsheet
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APPENDIX B
Bald Eagle Figure
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APPENDIX C
Documentation of Consultation
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UPPCO SUBMITTAL TO RESPONSE AGENCIES
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Nuthals, James D

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Greetings,

Nuthals, James D

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 8:04 AM

Fisher, Burr (Burr_Fisher@fws.gov); Kruger, Kyle (DNR) (KRUGERK@michigan.gov)
UPPCO Dead River Hydroelectric Project - Article 411 Wildlife Management Plan- 2015
Biennial Wildlife Management Plan Report

Appendix A.pdf; Appendix B.pdf; 201501 14AnnualwildlifeMDNR.update.pdf;
20150114AnnualwildlifeFWSupdate.pdf

Please reference the attached UPPCO Dead River Hydroelectric Project - Article 411 Wildlife Management Plan- 2015
Biennial Wildlife Management Plan Report.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

James D Nuthals

Natural Resource Management | Environmental Services | Integrys Business Support, LLC

920-433-1460

920-309-0741 cell (please note cell phone number change)

920-433-1176 fax

jdnuthals@integrysgroup.com

www.integrysgroup.com

Providing support for Integrys Energy Groups, Michigan Gas Utilities, Minnesota Energy Resources,
North Shore Gas, Peoples Gas, Wisconsin Public Service, and Wisconsin River Power,
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Upper Peninsula Power Company
500 North Washington Street
Ishpeming, MI 49849

www. UPPCO.com

January 14, 2015 FERC Project No. 10855

Mr, Kyle Kruger

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Mio Field Office

191 S, Mt. Tom Rd

Mio, MI 48647

Dear Mr. Kruger:

Dead River Hydroelectric Project

Article 411 Wildlife Management Plan- 2015 Biennial Wildlife Management Plan
Report

As per the February 17, 2005 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) order
modifying and approving the Dead River Hydroelectric Project (Project No. 10855)
Wildlife Management Plan, Upper Peninsula Power Company (UPPCO) is to submit
the annual wildlife and bald eagle survey results and any measures implemented to
protect or enhance wildlife on biennial basis to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for comments
thirty (30) days prior to submitting the report to FERC,

Wildlif n nt Pl

The wildlife management plan was discussed during the annual resource agency
meetings held on March 19, 2013 and March 4, 2014, At the annual agency
meeting, UPPCO discussed the maintenance of the wildlife structures. As per the
approved plan, UPPCO discussed its plan to discontinue the maintenance of the
kestrel nesting structures at the McClure Hydroelectric Project if the 2014 survey
results indicated ten percent or less nesting success. This would be three continuous
years of less than ten percent nesting success for kestrel nesting structures.

The 2014 survey results indicated no kestrel nesting success; therefore UPPCO will
implement the measures outlined in the approved Wildlife Management Plan and
discontinue surveys for the kestrel nesting structures at the McClure Hydroelectric
Project.

Materials concerning the maintenance and success of the wildlife structures were
provided to the representatives of the Dead River Campers Association (DRCA) at
their annual spring meeting in both 2013 and 2014. The McClure Basin Owners
Association (MBOA) was provided the information in spring and fall of 2013 and
spring of 2014.
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Mr. Kyle Kruger
January 14, 2015
Page 2 of 2

A survey for target species use and maintenance of structures was completed in
November of 2013 and 2014. The 2013 and 2014 wildlife survey results spreadsheet
is included in Appendix A.

The Bald Eagle survey information provided by the USFWS confirmed that the nest
located at the Hoist Reservoir was again active in 2013. The bald eagle nest is
located on the Dead River Camper’s Incorporation (DRCI) property. UPPCO provided
a bald eagle location figure and correspondence to the DRCI on January 4, 2013, no
response was provided.

The USFWS has not yet compiled the 2014 Bald Eagle Survey results. Once this is
complete, the USFWS will be forwarding this information to UPPCO. The 2013 Bald
Eagle nest location figure is included in Appendix B.

Please provide questions or comment within thirty (30) days of receiving this
information.

Thank you,

P

James Nuthals

Environmental Services-
Natural Resource Management
UPPCO

(920) 433-1460

Enc.
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Upper Peninsula Power Company
500 North Washington Street
Ishpeming, MI 49849

www, UPPCO.com

January 14, 2015 FERC Project No. 10855

Mr. Burr Fisher

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
East Lansing Field Office
2651 Coolidge Road

East Lansing, MI 48823

Dear Mr. Fisher:

Dead River Hydroelectric Project
rticle 411 Wildlife ement Plan- 2015 Bi ial Wildlife Management Plan

Report

As per the February 17, 2005 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) order
modifying and approving the Dead River Hydroelectric Project (Project No. 10855)
Wildlife Management Plan, Upper Peninsula Power Company (UPPCO) is to submit
the annual wildlife and bald eagle survey results and any measures implemented to
protect or enhance wildlife on biennial basis to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for comments
thirty (30) days prior to submitting the report to FERC.

Wildlife Management Plan

The wildlife management plan was discussed during the annual resource agency
meetings held on March 19, 2013 and March 4, 2014. At the annual agency
meeting, UPPCO discussed the maintenance of the wildlife structures. As per the
approved plan, UPPCO discussed its plan to discontinue the maintenance of the
kestrel nesting structures at the McClure Hydroelectric Project if the 2014 survey
results indicated ten percent or less nesting success. This would be three continuous
years of less than ten percent nesting success for kestrel nesting structures.

The 2014 survey results indicated no kestrel nesting success; therefore UPPCO will
implement the measures outlined in the approved Wildlife Management Plan and
discontinue surveys for the kestrel nesting structures at the McClure Hydroelectric
Project.

Materials concerning the maintenance and success of the wildlife structures were
provided to the representatives of the Dead River Campers Association (DRCA) at
their annual spring meeting in both 2013 and 2014. The McClure Basin Owners
Association (MBOA) was provided the information in spring and fall of 2013 and
spring of 2014.
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Mr. Burr Fisher
January 14, 2015
Page 2 of 2

A survey for target species use and maintenance of structures was completed in
November of 2013 and 2014. The 2013 and 2014 wildlife survey results spreadsheet
Is Included in Appendix A.

Bald Eagle Man men

The Bald Eagle survey information provided by the USFWS confirmed that the nest
located at the Hoist Reservoir was again active in 2013. The bald eagle nest is
located on the Dead River Camper’s Incorporation (DRCI) property. UPPCO provided
a bald eagle location figure and correspondence to the DRCI on January 4, 2013, no
response was provided.

The USFWS has not yet compiled the 2014 Bald Eagle Survey results. Once this is
complete, the USFWS will be forwarding this information to UPPCO. The 2013 Bald
Eagle nest location figure is included in Appendix B.

Please provide questions or comment within thirty (30) days of receiving this
information.

Thank you,

P

James Nuthals

Environmental Services-
Natural Resource Management
UPPCO

(920) 433-1460

Enc.
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APPENDIX A
2013 & 2014 Wildlife Survey Results Spreadsheet
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APPENDIX B
Bald Eagle Figure
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USFWS RESPONSE
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Nuthals, James D

From: Fisher, Burr <burr_fisher@fws.gov>

Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2015 2:53 PM

To: Nuthals, James D; Jack Dingledine

Subject: Re: UPPCO Dead River Hydroelectric Project - Article 411 Wildlife Management Plan- 2015
Biennial Wildlife Management Plan Report

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hello Jim,

You plan not to monitor or maintain kestrel nesting boxes any longer because of inactivity. How was that
determined? How are you determining activity/inactivity at the other nesting structures?

Perhaps screech owls could utilize the unused kestrel boxes.
Burr

On Wed, Jan 14, 2015 at 9:04 AM, Nuthals, James D <JDNuthals@intesryseroup.com> wrote:

Greetings,

Please reference the attached UPPCO Dead River Hydroelectric Project - Article 411 Wildlife Management
Plan- 2015 Biennial Wildlife Management Plan Report.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

James D Nuthals

Natural Resource Management | Envirommental Services | Integrys Business Support, LLC
920-433-1460

920-309-0741 cell (please note cell phone number change)

920-433-1176 fax
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jdnuthals@integryseroup.com

www,inte Srysgroup.com

Providing support for Integrys Energy Groups, Michigan Gas Ultilities, Minnesota Energy Resources,
North Shore Gas, Peoples Gas, Wisconsin Public Service, and Wisconsin River Power.
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UPPCO RESPONSE TO USFWS
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General Corespondence

On January 15, 2015, UPPCO representative Mr. James Nuthals and USFWS representative Mr. Burr
Fisher had a phone conversation to discuss the UPPCO Dead River Hydroelectric Project Wildlife
Management Plan and address the USFWS concerns. Mr. Nuthals discussed the following responses
with Mr. Fisher. Mr. Fisher agreed with the responses. Comments are responses are as follows:

USFWS Comment

You plan not to monitor or maintain kestrel nesting boxes any longer because of inactivity. How was
that determined?

UPPCO Response

As outlined in the FERC Approved Dead River Hydroelectric Project Wildlife Management Plan dated
February 17, 2005, UPPCO will discontinue monitoring and maintaining kestrel nesting structures if less
than 10% success was observed in three consecutive years. The kestrel nesting have been unsuccessful
for three consecutive years, therefore UPPCO will be discontinuing the maintenance and monitoring of
the three kestrel nesting structures at the McClure Hydroelectric Project.

USFWS Comment
How are you determining activity/inactivity at other nesting structures?

UPPCO Response

UPPCO is reviewing the nest for avian feathers of any type. If avian feathers are observed, regardiess of
avian type, the nest is considered active.

USFWS Comment
Perhaps screech owls could utilize kestrel boxes.

UPPCO Response

Commented Noted.
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MDNR DID NOT PROVIDE COMMENTS
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