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Memories of snow ice cream and Thompson churches 
H.J .. O.st4<rhout, prepare·d -and 
.J;.OJ'.llptled by Mrs. Earl }I • 
l,eBrasscur. · 

l'HOMJ>soN•s MET![QDJST §fltg: ANp 8,AfTIST 

.THOl\iPSO:S'S CATHQJ,1 € 
CH\/RCH . 

Tn_oml!soo•~ Catholic Chw;eh 
wa, nsm,cd .. St. l'rcderfe1t•, This 
church wa$ bui11 in caflY 1900, 
locaicd,on lot ~7 in the Villag~ of 
Thotnp_SQn. A reoordca plat on Ille 
north side oI Pinc S~ sl:co~d IL 
'east of Bluff St,. where US-2 now 
cros•e.s< Pinc St. 9clog ll>i, s1teet 
where oi,r Tilwn Hall is 1o&tcd. 

'Earl)< rec,ncji show Lhe first 
babies in the "7illagc, before SL 
Fred11l'1Clc Cburl:h was b.uilt; wc,re 
Alic.e Bell, baptized ;April io • 
18.84; Ellward' ~li~ Heoic:I<. 6am 
Nov. 2, 1885 Jmd baplized Nov., 
?, HISS by Faihet GccrS. 

.. E11.r;es-t McthQdi~t Suirday 
Seh_oo) .and Church meetings· were 
hei4 in a small frame school 
bu.ildu:ig known as the Bou.schor 
Sfhool, localed i;>o Liule H.acbor 
Road. This school wai lau:r 
moved lo Little .Harbor and placed 

.01! the lOP. of LiUJe Harbor hill, 
on the right side of the ,oad 
. 9vcrl<>okiog Lake Mii:.h'igao. 
There it wa1 use'd for school 
child~•~ in the •tea and also 
M~thoilist Sunday S<:boi>J. 

In the early 1900 crii the L,ate:i- l'ath~r C!'bul camc 10 
Methodist Chu.r,;.b of .Ma-nistique Thompson ·and Jt~pttied Jo~tph 
l!\lfehased· Lot #I of a recorded Dufour ti)ro ·oct. 25; 18'86, 
p.!,_at in the Village of Thomp,snn, J\.iinnie Jane .lfursb, Jo!epli 
l~ted on ti\"- cQmeL 0f-.Gedar ;and OooaJd Bare~ and Arthur Louis. 
Front ·streets. Cot ltl beio·g the ·Riba'n~ <>n N'oy. 7, l 886, Thes,;, 
N.E. corocf in the sccopcl blocl< babies were 01ought LO one home 
~uth of Town Hat) 00 the west in lhe Village wlicn 'it w~s leam~il" 
side of IOwn. 01a1 Father eebul was com;ng for 

A building was purc)lased fro,;n .a baP,tls.m., 
Mr. Sba,rlci:Y,. The building 1'!3s ~mong the Cl!!IY priests, who 
loc,ateif .near. the present Fisli - .S!'n'ed the peo~le _~f ThompsoQ.

1 Ha!flic'?' h?use oo Co.unty Road- _ "".!~ ,JEetber Laf.?re~. 190-S, who 
149: Th_1s ~ousc was "'?ved. LO Lot came· on Saturday afternoon and 
l!l m °!CC V,ll!ge, be1io1D1og 11!e recited lh<e Rosary on Saturda)' 
MetbodJst MISSlOD Church m evenings and Mnss 00 Sunday 
Thomps.on... . . morning . .fathe£ Laforest s1aytd 

Later °'''t churob w~sold to o.vcrnight @t t)le homes or .early 
th~ Thomps_on, '?_range for S2 SO parishioner·s. Some of these we~ 
with ~eservaI1on tha~ _ tl!e the Gasper Gilm'et, Fr~cl Miller, 
Mclhod_ut Church cou_l!I'_ ClOn.tl°:ue and Henry Voisine homes<: 
to usc. ,t as long as • desire<!. The Another weU-kDown .apd well 
Grapge later sold the building 10' a liked priest was }\alber: Corcoran, 
Mrs. Hurs~, f{~m Thompson, for Early families ,of SL f.rcdcric~ 
S_l_?<J·. She •n llim.s9ld '?! gave lhe Cnure1\ were: .Bouschors,. flcuska, 
outld1~g to her son, )os~ph, who Vinc~t, Quinlin, Mor;t.n, Brown 
l°.5,l ~1s home b.y. fire. _He tore the and. Fittgera-ld. Father Ll.Fo.rest, 
building down usmg the lumber !O like Father Gc~rs and' Father 
rebuild a two ro·om ljome wilh an Ce.bu!, traveled by horse · from 
ad4ition oo a parceJ oJ about Manistique Thompson. 
1,00Q ft. west of th4:" s,tc of the The;Da' [,umber c,o. provided_ 
Sharkey property or Fish -Hatchery the lumber for .ihCc co tire. 'floor oj 
House. . the cj11irch. Tt w,as 1-inclt clear 

The Method1_st Chute~ was also- while, maple, Charlesa Witters iln<i 
used b)'. t~e First .Baptist Church £mery ~ldns"were the carpenters. 
of Manistique for Sunday School in ch11rge and they were a·tsisted 
· and Mission work. Sunday Sch~o~ by three local Th.omp.~on me'n: 
t.eaci\ers were Ida F. Mll_claunn, Aldred Bouschor Morton r-,,l'illcr 
Edith Fulle,, . D,i:. Don Sellers,, and Earl Hruska. rn the. new · cllureh 
Minnie Selfers (Dr. Seller's 11'.ife), the f.iJ?st chifdr~n baptized were . 
and Mr. and Mrs. E.W. M•ll~r. iw·o Gier-kc babies, The first 
These people traveled by ~ofse funeral wis. thal of Rena Hinkson. 
aod buggy abd . came oo _Sun~y Mn. Art Llnmon of the store at 
aftetD;.90ns. Also 1f~"ehog l? - Thompson made the eissecn tor 
serve as' Sunday Sch_ool . lcachers _lhe llllar boys. 
were Mrs. ?"0 ddw1o aod lier This church served the village 
dllll~hter, Ed1lh, lhea late Mrs. and su.rrounding area for many 
E,dwm Elcd~l. yea(s and then was obtained by' 

_Along w,lh the <na11ge membets Mr. Joseph •Jioholik who moved ii 
this. church was Ills?' us_ed by lhe from Thompson 10 his f,arm 
local . representa,ltve. of the located ~n County Road-149. The 
Salvation Army, Captain Eilward bac)c portion of lhe chlll'Ch is still 
Seven, wh~ preached and also li:d Intact and standing on hill farm 
the_ Salva11on Army l>all_d In neatly painll!d white and kepi in 
Tltgmpson, In the e Ven I a.ks, good repair. 
n:-spll!nden( in utiifo_T!ll for this Along with this Cathollc 
gOQd c.aus.c. _ 

heritage 1$ the .~arly ehip.pewa 
fodian seltlcment in Sci:tion 12 or 
Thompson Township near Silver 
Creelc, where the Indians.stayed, in 
~ummcr liYiog In bark bu!>, and 
W<)Od sh:wl;s\ and when faU cQJDc, 
moved LO the norLh end of 
Thompson on Lake Micbigan, 
These lni115ns,'call)e fro113 Higl! 
1.\laild aild si>tOed in Section 12. 

The local iumber comp·iniei. 
provided food and •~pplies. In th.C>l 
spring they "(ere · tal,en by 
loggicrg trniil ,b,ack up 19 ~~ti9n 
12. "Th~ lhe men worketf. Th'c 
squ~ws made b&u·f,iful oasiets and 
moccasins, Which were later sold 
wl)eo tbc,y ,ch1roed in th~ fall lo 
Thompson. 

·Tltcse C.)lippewa lndfan·s ·in 
carUer years burie9 their p.3pCl,0s·cs 
to the ' sile of Bisb:011· Baraga's 
S.hrinc. on lndian Uake. Tfiey 
W3,1Jrced 10 the s~lt- where a,, ~nµll 
)odian Church was. built in l&~S 
\,y Fatjle; Baraga. 
· Here m thff li\Ue, cru·dely built 
9hurch of birch bark and logs, 
Father Ber<iga baptized thcS'e 
natiyes 110d blessed their 11\llc 
cburcli. 

In Jaler ye¥s he wroic "I canilpJ 
cxpren the grateful f~eliog and 
heartfelt joy wilj1 w~lch I 
performed these' religious 

. " ,ceremom,cs. 
(Exccrpt,s from ·l oseph 

G~egatlfh, H,i~J9ri ao, Bis.hop 
Baprg~ · Associati9ti) 

Nothing ·n:m'\,iil~ now J;,u.t the 
bid l'¼diil11 gr_~vcs ·in llie ·ceme_tery 
Which he hail, bl~ssl!'d . 

T-HQMPSON'S SWRDISH c H.trR CH 

a Scanned with CamScanner 

Wheo entering the Village of 
Tljompsoii from th.e e\st on US-2 
ruming ~o\ilh on the·L,ul~ liarbot 
road, -,~ppro~imalcly fo•r bloek~ 
south and one- block east ne_ar 
Lake l,!l~higan is- the si~~ 'o'f the 

church wete Loarsiins, Pra71s, 
Matts<>ns, Long, ETiclcion, Olton 
and others. 

' >, ' f'i rst Swwedhh church ln the 

Some years later this church 
w~J lost b~ fire, .. when . two 
b11ltdi\igs io Thompson bu med. and 
flyi'flg , embers' settled o.n the 

villa_ge. 
THis cbureh was (1>ul)ded in 

1895 b,Y the Swedish p,;oplc who 
.came 1o America from Pinfand. 
T.hcir home lapd in Finland wis 
gi~en 1hem by Qic King o( 
Sweden, as ~-l"wart! for lhe,if loyal 
~d )Dd b,ave!Y in helping. Swcdep 
fight !be, Russian War. 

Coming' 1(1 America ... shores ·of 
La:ke Mi<lhig~n. they w..orked in 
lit~ lijrke ·~awmttl~ loa.dcd boacs 
sod ··piled tum!>cr during ihe 
summer and went to the loggin'g 
camps io the. winter. . rn the spriog Qf l~9S, the 
Jogging, camps broltc tarly.,.alld 
Ille st\Y roill W'IS not really for its 
su-mm•t op~aii<in ... which left 
ifbou1··6· weeks of uriem:p1oyment. 
Many 'Of the Swedish men were 
carpeJ)ters ;,.nd at an eveJ>ing, 
gathering io Lhe honic of Mr. 
Matt WJg,er, he ;i.nd John 
Heggolom: sugg_ested ' 'j\ \\\OU Id· be 
l)ii:e to build a llhurcbt" AU 
hcaliily 11greed and a subs'cripti<>n 
list was prepared. Money -and 
promlsed cl;onations Wl're turned 
,r:,v~r :Wager and werl11 began. 
The Dena )..µinb'er eli. gave ,thC;n1 
lumlier ... a site wa~ stlect.ed ·at.the 
entrance of'.SwJ:di, Town .. : aod then 
there. was • obur<;h.! Early Sunday 
School Superioteodents itrolna-ed 
Wager, 13rao(ors '.Ind Abe Sidbcak, 

_, Earlv farojli.e• s&_ltending lhts 

wo9<1-shinglc;4 roof causing it 10 
catch fut. 

Thompson --also had • 
Tcmpccance Soc;iel)") and mcc1iog 
hall ·,n Swcde-Twon, organized 
April 15, 1906 add ·named "Lilla 
Hoppe!'' in Swedish. m{l!ning 
"E.:iUlc Hope•·. This was Chapler . 
No. 44· o( Lhc Swedish an.d. 
f~nnish T empc~anc.e Ass.oci,;l,tion 
of-Amcnca. There virn:a 37 · cnane·r 

' . ,<j,' 

D!cmbcrs-who took' the pleag~ 9f 
total abstinence of a-tcoh:olie 
beveraie. In later YIY<IH the 
S9c\ ety bicamc, alflllated with the 
Order or Runeburg, a Chrisl~an 
benevolent .ot-dcr including a,;,sl~l:; 
and dea~ 'benefiL Thi~ 'oxder is 
stiU active in M,aoisttqu.., , and 
surrounding are11s.. 

I 

According to rn.y ml)ther, 
Josepttroe Voh111e Tll,y)or, man;y 
hours of beautiful Swtd1sb music 
-aod danciil-g wcte enj<>yed by 'all 
the Thompson residents in the 

Tempcra~e Hall. This Society 
was • bjcss111g indeed.-and mo$i 
needed· during 11\~c .~Y: year, of 
jiioileerl-ng 3.lld sen,Iiog a new 
hOmclalld. The pavillion, located 
at tb-e, extreme end of. the road 10 
Swede Town, was frequented by 
musicians including John Stoor, 
father or Jobn "Slim~ ,and Stell;, 
Stoot of Manistique. Mr. Stoor 
pJ~ye'd the .ficldlc and aci,Otdian. 
Tht;- Swedish church bume.d in 
19~ and on Aug. 23, 192,5 forty-
two members became affi\hne<I 
with lhe -Zron Lutheran Church. 
One of lhc first pa~tors who came 
to Thompson froth Manlstlg_ue LO 
conduat services was. J!astor N. J. 
l.onncr. 

Yours and my history lesson: 
Feb. 22. 197-3, U.S. ·s11premc 
Court sets Lake 'Erie 'bound~y • 
between Ohio and Michigani Feb. 
23, 1911, G. Mennen Willia.ms 
Michigan Governor (1949-1960) 
l>.om in betroil: 

By !lie way oo May9, 194?. the. 
Dionne quintuplets were gQing 
from Cale11dar, Cana.da to· 
Supctior, Wisconsin where· fiv.e 

, little. girls we,rc 10. cnrlstca fi~e 
blg new submarines. 1 

I ··-


