
A walk through the 
Thompson Cemetery By Elaint llasu.,11 Ju ( Walked through (be 

cctnetery today, my thoughts 
lllnicd to lhe f"inL time I helped 
m y fo)b on lhc very long 
Weeded rundown ploL• that w= our family'• last resting place. 

Working with my Dad al· 
most Cost me my life m the old 
anc:~ton- plo~ 1 m liembet Pa 
S&)'bl& IO act Helen (my, IWO 
year o ld, suter) away Crom the 
IOOSe stone of our g,eat 
8'aDdmolher E'Vahoe Hursh. h 
w14 a fla1 upright stone. h oow 
loob eo <mall. I was only 8 
years o ld a1 lhe time: 1 moved 
Helen aod nexl woke up on our 
sofa at home, having a difficuh 
time tlyina 10 brealhe with 
cold we1 clolhs on my head. 

r tlunk ye1 IOday, a1 78, I 
still have a sore 5J)Ot from it on t1w side of my heed. 11 is aJ. 
waYI unexplained after man.y 
tests. 

II was ihe Engerbrcsten.s brotb:-
ers 1883, also with lilac = Thc,,e dale$ att (be oldest ones 
J rnade ouL l couldn't say if 
they were bU1h or death. I do 
k.oo<-• they were long ago resi• 
deni. of Tbompsoo. 

To the left of lbc wa.y l was 
walking were rwo boys, real 
clos,; mends of ours, whom 
both died so young. the Ntlson brothen. Fred who died of 
mening1us,a1 the age of J7 and 
his younger brother, Da~ul, 
who gave his hfe for his coun, 
tty. Thc,r father was buned 
next 10 them in later ycm. 
Their mother shares a lot WJth 
their s,s1ers• husband Klinke across the road 

Now on the other side of 
tlus new road is -a grave stone 
tha1 bas been dcstr0yed with 
time. I lhink ii was a Cum• 
m,ngs ploL Then another un-
known lo rue and then the 
Stoors. Nelsons, and Flodins. 
A young S1oor, anoihcr who 
left this earth as 11 youth, and b,s sister, Nancy, as a baby. 
Recent years later joined by 
father, mother, and grand-
mother, plus others. 'Then an-
other Cummings plot and 
Marlow. 

CADie loo,sc. Also buried !here 
was • Hunh baby aod F Sam 
pie. A very full ploL 

Very few were able 10 keep 
up their lot> like my Pa and 
family did. A fence used 10 
swround the place but b .. 
•in,;-, been removed, probably 
because no more cat1le tun· 
nio_g. 

The cemetery now has a 
very deep slope m front fiom 
the main road. "'ith a ,-cry 
beau11ful sign made by \Vaync 
SlaDley, the local gravedigger. 
with the help of bJs sons. 

Albert Fraga!, Sr., was the 
graved1ggCT for as many Y= as 1 could remember. From a 
child. right up almost to bis 
death. 1 am not sure who did ti 
after but l think ~ar Gunder• 
•on helped. 

We have so many fam,1)· 
buried there 1t ,s hard not 10 
make this a personal story. I l 
am going 10 tty 10 name some 
of the names I saw on the 
stnnes as I walked or hmped 
through: Klnne)I$, l 85-9: Sell• 
mans; Riehards, 1894; Dufore 
and wife, I 886-1900; Roberts, 
1897; Wager family, (I 
couldn't make out date except 
daughter Uan I 972); I.anon, 
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But this is oot aoing to be a 
Slory on my life, though it will 
mclude maoy of my ancesiors. 
There arc five family plots of 
ours and I cow,ted 3 of lhe 
Sellman family, more of the 
Tufnells, BroWIIS and Squies. 
Though different plots, ihey 
are all in lhe same area so it IS 
bard to count how many, 

First l W8Dl to complimeo1 
the ThompSOll Township 
Board for the wonderful care 
they do on the old cemetery. 
Hiring a mao ID keep i t CUL at 
all times and new roads have 
been buih through it and all 
graveled makin& it so much 
euier Lo get to one another. 

Back IO center is a huge 
stone thot Roben Laplante, a 
USA diplomat wbo traveled all 
over the world and has come 
back home to live ,n Thomp-
son, bas so beautifully erected 
for when the good Lord calls 
him 10 rest in ~- None of 
his family is in Thompson. 
Guess most of them have 
passed away when the Thomp-
son Ceroetery wasn'1 a very 
handsome place to be. 

I 897, Webster, 1882; Enger• 
bl'C3t>en, 1883: llouscbler, 
1849; my grandfather David 
Hursh, 1898; Smithson. 1899; 
Hinhon, 1919; Vtnccnt, 1892; 
Flown, t.921; and AuguSI Carl-
son 1948. 

Above Is a vl•w or 1he Thompson Ceroetery t ile looking towards the J oe Hursh family p lot. The sign c.arvtd by \V,ayne Stanley identifiH the cemetery today (ldl). Bob LaPla:ott Is one of th• many who have d0$ignated their plou In p reparation (r ight). 

The Scaewy of the board bu a complete book of all 
plots so one can find an= 
1f the ,tone bu fallen or sunk. 

When Floyd Sample was 
supqvuor ,be had a well dug, 
IO DO ooe baa IO carry wa1er if 
planting. He also had a flag 
pole put up for flaa,s on special 
occasion&, maybe more often, 
at I don't botice that pan too 
much. 

I slatted walkina in on one 
of the IICW roads off the Stoor 
road when I noticed one grave 
w11b a very old stone all a,own 
up in lilac, bushe$, It must be a real old time ooe. I thmlc 11 
was a Webster, 1882. Next to 

There are many of us who 
have plots and stones waiting 
for the day the Lord calls. 

To the left of th,s is Floyd 
and Mary S!lDlple and a niece, 
a Oe Sautle baby. To lhe nght 
is our old family plot which 
includes so many; my grand-
father, David Hursh, a Civil 
War veteran; his mother and 
sister. both Evalines; only sis-
ter a Rcvore; his son, Charles 
and brother Wilson. 

HIS son, Charles or Wills as 
they called him, was kilied on 
tbc Thomixoo train en route 10 
Sb1ngle1on on u couplfng tba1 

The following are later date 
so I will just menuon the 
names: Simooneam Fa.ncf M. 
Sample, Ptlct$0n, 'fufneUs, 
Forstner, Encksons, foupor, 
Kinybclle \Vindandy (whose 
daughter has formed a full 
grave cross of white ,iooes) 
Squues, Bevers, Cripps, Joe 
Hursh fllDIIIY, Hc,aglund, 01· 
son, Edward.Ion, Anderson, 
Hawleys, Klioke, and Lo111s 
~ beard (born 10 s-.. ,tzerland 
and buried in Thompson). On 
to Mary Wackier great grand-
mother d ied in 1927; mom, 
Ella Hunh, 1900; Grandma 
McDonald, Joe, Leo, Noe~ and 
Henry R unh. Room for one 
more 111 lot. 

Ernest Hobolik wife; Pete 
Hohoblt w,~ and daughter; 
Oemm; Smith, Love Gyette 
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Passinault; Doby,, Shust, and 
Perry$. I probably missed lot 
of the newer one, through 
most arc related to the older 
ones. 

I did forget to mention there 
were a lot of families that were 
,not rcleted with the sume 
n:imes such Enckson. I d1dn't 
mention the Hugo Frickson lot 
and the Nelson. 80th are IWO 
families not related to others 
but they are the only ones I 
kno"· 

The Peterson, Cumtnings, 
Brown,, Squires, Tuffnells, are 
all related as the Emil Nelson 
Family, lbe Flodtns and the 
Stoors. All the Ericks"ons e·x• 
cept Hugo and lus wife, the 
Hurshrs, Wac~'ter5, McDonald, 
Revores, Sclme,dcrs and 
l lasti11gs are related. 

I am going 10 try to honot all 

our veterans that fought to sa.ve 
our country. lf I miss any or 
have wrong war, please excuse 
me. There was no way for me 
to tell on most of lbern which 
war they were in. I am just 
guessing by date of death and 
binh ,vhat war they served in, 
if II is DOI mentioned on their 
stones. 

David Hursh., Civil War, 
maybe more but he was only 
(){IC l Wll$ sure ot Same wi th 
Herey Hursh, Spanish War. 

Paul Huston . Kotta; Da,i.d 
Nelson, Korea; ES Smatt 1s a 
question; Byron Peterson, 
WWII, E. G111y, WWl; Mary 
Nelson, mother of David. Gold 
Star Mother, K.hnlte, WWI; 
Jack Ol<0n, WV.11, Keith Pe-
tenon, WWU. Leonard, Vao-
n~r. Elliss, lvan. Bigford 
Erickson brothen, WWII; 

Abram Brown, th•• was an o ld 
timer so I'm SUC$Sm& he was 
in W\Vl though m.ighL have 
been earlier; Wcllar Sqwers. 
WWII; Kenneth, Percy, Gerald 
and Richard TufoeU, WWil; 
Arnold 1'1en:e, WV.'ll, Keith 
Perry, WV.'ll; Paul Miller, Ko-
rea; Ed BeU, WWU, Richard 
Krzyzanslci. Korea; garold 
Sbust. WWil; Arthur Grimm, 
Vietnam; Henry Smith, WWII; 
Mart.co. wwn, Terry Jasmin, wwn; Thomas Wood. wwn. 
\\' illiam Foy. WWll, Tomas 
Arnold, WWll; Duwvd, Jo-
seph Jr. and Newell HIIJSh. 
WWll; Donald Sellman, Viet• 
nam, Fred Swan, WWI; David 
Rood. WWll; Irving AnthoQY 
WWU. 

There are also many VFW 
awuh.ary members buried ()Ut 
there by their men. 


