
Ha&tings tells Thompson tales 
by Eiau,e Hasllng$ 

Thougb· I enjoyed •~~y 
muc.b,. hearing Mrs. Rbod~•. 
.s;to,rjes of her family tn their 
day's in TbOmpson, b,aving 
Uved lhcr,, 63 y~ of m,y 76, 
~nd th.; rest of lhe ye.am iii 
Manistique, I oe,ver h'8'(1 pf 
lier fattiiiy. We lived oo my 
a!'ic!stral fum wb1cb now is' 
lil'8 years ' old and, ,. still . ' Qwoe<t\)y.tl)c .family. When we 
Jeft _it for ,a easier living, in one 
of Manistique•• wonderful 
apatlmoots. w.e st>Id lt to one-
?/ ,the mucJ) yol.lDger genera. 
lion of the fom.ily. 

Our mottfe•r died when I was a 
c;hild of ei·gbL My father a 
Hursh m9ved us back ta, th~ 
family_ fa,m owncci · by Ii:,, 
motlict-Annie liursli ltiacDon-
ald who was very agell to J,e 
raising 2 small cbildten. Sbe 
was woodetfuJ and always had a 
qcart full of Jo·vc.!or her family 
and .cbildreo. <lkougb I wm 
admit 'she w3S<>verj,,·stnct. . 

But T am pot writing this, to 
talk or my family. Our -farm 
and th,e; ,Be.ct Gunderson• was 
0/1 the eqge of 1/,e Yill~ie lim-
its, but we a! ways cOns'ide-r 
o~rselves frQm Thompson and 
.siil! <Jo. I now am. deaf, but for 
many:a year, r was tbe lhompa 
son corrl'sP9ndent for <be Tri-
bune, And as l always said I 
was, born Old, ! ,:emember 
m•nt stories my _6ran~•- u,e 
to tell m<> of .1lji histpry o.f 
1:bo.mpson. 

I rememl)ti 1Jfose meatioried 
b)' Mrs. Rhodes ·like Mr. SeY-
eey and things told me about 
bim. Hi~ (arm, joined ours, 
wb/c.b jlller w"as my uncle 
c:b.ar~s Sompl_e's and family. l 
,lso-beard of William"J:uffnel!. 

lie was~ friehd ofmy <led Noel. 
r ~ .ow lb.t August L.ong was" 
!Nar victin;i. 1 b,ad the plus;n:c 
of·Ja:(owinl\ liis bttitliet and 
sisters Edi~ and Mat!iilda.. 

I alos~ombcr other taini.,-
lle$ that lJv•d right in the Vil-
lag_e. Tue Ed Fitzgures; a kil-
lar of lhe community, the Wa~ 
gers, tht Larsons, O~_cns, 
s'q~_i.ers,. t unniQgs, PJcrees~ 
Charlis Spindler, the village 
friend of all. TuJ(n'<ls. Peter-
sous and though outside the. 
village limits. .tliU from 
Thompson, the . lob11son, 
(Mrs. Cbesborougb \vas 11 

Ioboson &irl), (be Engerbre-
~~l!S, ttie Sodertie.cks, Ca.rl-
~OQs, lqe}Sonf., St5)or~ .. 
Ftodins, Sellrnaril Williams-

• • Anderscns. Cundets~ns .. Stan-
l•i:;~. S.aml?,lcs ~9 my family 
m~ny H.ursps and Rcvq.r;es. T 
m~y have mis.sod ;;,me as, f did 
{\Ot know alt tb_e oldtr 'One-s. 
These •~e OJ\CS my Grand-
~o,th,cr told me about. 1'.1any 
.wei~ frie9~_::,:or to.in<;. I w.as 
remmded of •h• Mc Ccltys .. 
Wilson, Danielsons. ' · 

Now Thomp$0n b1>.d toi.-,oe 
histot,y ,beside l),e sawmil\ 
-whi~h my fatj,eF :illd bis ,6rolh.-
.ers worked in.· ln fact I (li'.ink 
they werec the, ioung"men on: 
Ilic roo( of <J!".-lilill pjoture, bu1.; 
1 an not ~- My great upole. 
Henry (Harl~) m•\I• bij bome 
-with u$li-"and Was <>0..c: of those 
1umbctJa-Cks lbat cainet0 town 
{Qe(ore. my time) to oetebra:I,!> 
weeken<fs. 

tlic. E liri,stmas bip• left' 
Thompson 'for ifs ' tast voyage, 
The o-ld t>iQ,!' tree, op, lhe En-
gerbresen farm =• 1i gu1cle. to • 
ships coming into the Harbor.-
How well J remember tbe.(!ay ii 
"!.as.c.ut down,as my p~ and Mr. 
_StlUlle;y did the job. The,_saw is, 
nqw io the Museilm J.iy •b~;ofd 
w,Hcr tower. By, S,C!m• 'act 9f-
fai1b, it was the :s-ame:ti.mectbe 
song came 'out --tlre.y Cut 
D.own . The Old Pine Tr.,•• . 

' Tltougb no one knows where 
the lumber went,. at tbe -same 
time~ three pf the Engerbrc-
sens died; 11,s a young, <.een r 
was very supel'Stitious (and 
${\II am ~ometimes'). We liad to wa lk to tbe 
Tbomp~~n s~bool th111 ·suu 
staods· and we, eaniea our lunch 
•s we were not 2 miles from 
the sohool. . 

- ·-I wos the lost Sunday Scbool 
S;uperintendeot fo,r the 
Lutheran c:;hurch in lhi, scbool 
until the .sch!>ol clo~ed when i1 
was c()n.solid:llted· with Hi• 
"' ,itba I was a Su a, , Sc l 

toacher from age of 14 lnto my 
50s when it wo.i very hard for 
me to conlinue as aftet age ef-
4S, 1 lo,t my bA:luing. 

I ikove lhe obildicn down-0 

~own until most of our cl;illdrcn 
b,ad grown up nod left (¢r jobS 
in oUrer el~. 

HUntin,g ~nd fishing" were 
the main S,l)Qfl r4 to"1il with 
sorile ,viofating to!i. My 
grandpD. w.. ~'wn'ed in the 
mill l?Ond fislilng With bis son 
Will. Will was. later killed 
near Sbiilgle-roo on lhe 
Tbolnp•on rai1road cars'. He 
was.·e<1µpli1lg lhem and was.run 
over . . l{e died of 1<;>'5 of blood 
before reaching tD"fD for help, 
He WlS just '26·YC11f$-Ol)I. 

Mr grandma· raisi!a tlie rest 
of her family on <'.,ov,ernmenl 
Help Civil War. Pe,w.on, ,as '!IY 
,grandfatbc.r wts .Iii veteran. 
·Some of lie, family bi¥) i.,own 
up and alrenay marri~d·. Sh"'-1 
bac;I • Family,-of nine- children, 

I roine$licr the. old· botcJ l~JI 
rum by Mr'$. John ()fson wb.o· 
also wove g~ee~ .pickc<! by 
loelll pe1>11le into · r<,pes and 
wr.c~th~ lo be sold in Cbii.iigo. 
W~ teeiitll)ake'a few d_ollaq. or 

• 

.. 

Th~e lurnb•rJacics used a Jog as 
the 'l'bomp.sOn~~ui. 
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This Is" •lew or• houJi Jn tbe Thom pson ar-oa In the dayt when Jt was • booming lumber town. 

ccnis rather, weavm,g .for her. , ., ., .,, 
What n m;~•Y job 1111d sore 
flnge,,. 

School went to the tenth 
grade, then to a grad~tc ooe.. 
' I o,,ty went hirlf w·ay 
through \bc ;,9tb grade due to 
!t•ini, ae..ed~d at gome as' )'_ou 
ean tell by "ihe-misu1kes made 
in-· this. 

llacl< to b?vfµg •~ g.raduat~. 
tbc cihildt.en bad to find th~u-
-own · wly fo toWo too, So 
· many had an old oar wl\icb w..s 
pockc/1 Oi!cb moroiqg witll -stu, 

-· . a table for their lunch break In -

-dents. 0\1\er, bail to wor\; and 
\io¢1. in town. · 

By request of friends. chil-
dren or grands of the older 
g•n~at,ons now paijed on, 1 
b11v• wrillejt this. It is my 
p1a:n 10 write • hist<i Y of. my 
farnil,y for my children. 

l married , , Map.istjque Jl)an 
who bad to mo'(e out !O the 
far~ with m~ to h~lp care. Ior 
.ny aged relaiives. Not many 
111•n would do so -and l thank 
God daily for bu_n and my Ja,n-
!ly. We bave·be!~ mari:••f 56 
yea~ 'but tbjs · sto,:y ,,s not 
ab<Sut us. I just Want e\lcryhne 
to know, at .rC(\uest Of friends. 
tbat\~er<> were a lol oJ Jlllllilics 
in Thompson, and also mucb . 
mOre b.isJOry. 

·1ng very beautiful girl, As. l 
sai~. my gtan<lm¢1h•r wa.s~ ••ty 
•strict, t was not allow~d oUt 
much sol would l~y o'n my bed 
when tbcy buill that bigbwp,y 
Watc,hfug Cat'$ be}!'& !)uJl~\I QUt 
of the mud by my Dad .1>r great 
un<>le, l,1,my objected to it b1>-
ing built. but not my Gr>!J'. 
Sqe<J.l>n•<ed partQfh•i~d ror 
it as .. $Ile'. aonated the creek 
rigb!s for the hatcbery wbi!t\ 
that W'a$-0Ui11, Sbe"was a very 
contentious- citit.ea o'r the 
COJ;!lffiU D j ly, 

R~ci,nl_iy thf Pionesr-Tri-
bunt printed ll ~1jitilre. ol the . 
opening of tlie neW' highway,. 
I was tbere. One of those car.s 
wasmy D,od\ My,,cousin was , 
lbts<ine v,bo. cut the,rib)>Qn tie-

11mow r must have 1e~ out 
many names or people born 
and· raised ,ih Thompson but I 
lne<!tioncd all I .Ould remem-
ber at}his tjme._ Though l mar-
rieiJ .a boy m:any ye~rs ago 
fr6m M_ani~tiq_ue, Thoro,psi>n 
will alway>' be our liom-. town. 
a$ lb:e saying ,g6es "You cab 
take the )oy/-girl ,iuc1 -o[ the 
<;ountry. but you C811't lake tbe 
·countiy OIi) or the boy/girl''. 
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