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- <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< 
Jessica Mistak, Senior Fisheries Biologist 
DNR Marquette Fisheries Station 
484 Cherry Creek Rd 
Marquette, MI 49855 
906-249-1611 ext. 308 
FAX 906-249-3190 
><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

>>> "Puzen, Shawn C" <SCPuzen@wpsr.com> 06/19/2006 3:52 PM>>> 

liello All-

Based upon the meeting on Tuesday, June 13, 2006, UPPCO has revised the 
SMP Goals and Objectives. The revisions were made according to the 
wording agreed upon in the meeting. UPPCO also added an Introduction 
statement to the beginning of the document to summarize the points UPPCO 
brought to your attention during the meeting about the reasons it is 
pursuing this effort and the proposed schedule. 

Thank you for your participation in the meeting on Tuesday and please 
let me know if you have any questions .... 

'i'hanks, 

- «SMP Goals and ObjectJ.ves Revised.pdf>> 

-

Shawn C. Pu zen 
Environmental Consultant 
Wisconsin Public Service Corporation 
(920) 433-1094 
scpuzen@wpsr.com 

Thi5 email and any of its attachments may contain proprietary 
information, which is privileged, confidential, or subject to copyright 
belcnging to WPSR. This e-mail is intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, copying, or action taken in relation to the 
contents of and attachments to this e-mail is strictly prohibited and 
rnay be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail in error, please 
notify the sender immediately and permanently delete the original and 
any copy of this e-mail and any attachment. Thank You. 
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LAND SALES CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 

Attachment 30 
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COVER LETTER FOR MAILING OF ENVIRONMENTAL AssESSMENTS 
TO EASTERN AND WESTERN Focus GROUPS ET AL. 
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July 28, 2006 

Mr. Rusty Atherton 
POBox33 
Au Train Ml 49806-0033 

Dear Rusty: 

Enclosed is e copy of the environmental assessments for AuTrain, Boney Falls, and 
Cataract. These ere being sent to all focus group members, alternates, and the resource 
agencies today. 

Although the report will be available on UPPCO's Web site, we're sending you an 
Individual copy to save you time end effort. Your copy and the copy on the Web site are 
complete and unabridged except for some information on endangered species that had 
to be redacted, because federal law doesn't allow it to be disclosed to the public. The 
redacted information will be provided to the relevant government agencies for their use 
in the consultation process. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Tuesday, August 8, open house being held at 
Tailwinds at K. I. Sawyer. Displays will be set up et 6:00 PM (Eastern) for review prior to 
the presentations, which will begin at 6:30. An open question-and-answer period will 
follow the presentations, and at 7:30 we'll adjourn end return to the displays for one-on-
one conversations, individual questions, end a closer look at the visual materials. Any 
questions not addressed in the allotted Q&A time can be submitted on cards and will 
be addressed on UPPCO's Web site. 

The presentations will cover the results of the environmental studies conducted on 
wildlife and aquatic habitat, loon nesting, recreational resources, end aesthetic 
resources. We won't be in a position to discuss the Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) 
at these sessions. The SMP will be the subject of e future public open house and will be 
formulated from the study results, the agency consultation process and public comment. 

Sincerely, 

UPPCO General Manager 
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On July 28 2006, the preceding cover letter and associated attachments were sent to the 
following recipients: 

Mr. Rusty Atherton 
PO Box33 
Au Train Ml 49806-0033 

Mr. Doug Bovin 
100 W. Munising Ave 
Munising Ml 49862 

Mr. Todd Brock 
N6518 Alger Heights Road 
Munising Ml 49862 

Mr. Tom Curry 
N2693 M-67 
Limestone Ml 49816 

Mr. Bill Brisson 
N2693 State Road M-67 
Limestone Ml 49816 

Mr. Jim Dallies 
PO Box 150 
Gwinn Ml 49841 

Ms. Bonnie Hartzell 
POBox98 
Gw,nn Mi 49841 

Mr. Tom Elegeert 
5698 25" Road 
Gladstone Ml 49837 

Mr. Archie Hendrick 
N6139 Elmer Johnson Rd 
Skandia, Ml 49885 

Mr. Jim Keebaugh 
104 Provider 
Gwinn Ml 49841 

Mr. Dave Koski 
PO Box 143 
Chatham Ml 49816 

Mr. Rod Larson 
E5351 Park Street 
Au Train Ml 49806 

Mr. Joe Maki 
609 N. 8"' Street 
Gladstone Ml 49837 

Mr. Greg Stevenson 
PO Box 173 
Perkins Ml 49872 

Mr. William Malmsten 
22300 County Road CL 
Ishpeming Ml 49849 

Mr. Joe McDonnell 
311313"' Lane 
Berk River Ml 49897 

Mr. David Allen 
318 E. Prospect 
Marquette Mi 49855 

Ms. Vickie Micheau 
Delta County Area Chamber of Commerce 
230 East Ludington Street 
Escanaba Ml 49829 

Mr. Greg Nomlnelli 
Lake Superior Community Partnership 
501 South Front Street 
Marquette MI 49855 

Ms. Lois Ellis 
Lake Superior Community Partnership 
501 South Front Street 
Marquette Ml 49855 

Mr. Gerald Plourde 
3892 East River 24.9 Lane 
Cornell Mi 49818 

Mr. Doug Scheuneman. Sr. 
423 East Varnum 
Munising Ml 49862 

Mr. Arnold Sirtola 
1456 W. Maple Ridge 37"' Road 
Rock Ml 49880 

Mrs. Carol Verbunker 
PO Box 192 
Munising Ml 49862 

Mrs. Kay LeVeque 
PO Box405 
Munising Ml 49862 

Mr. Gerald Gerkin 
108 Woodland Drive 
Negaunee Ml 49866 
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July 28, 2006 

Mr. Bill Besonen 
6893 E One Mile Road 
Trout Creek Ml 49967 

Deer Bill: 

Enclosed is a copy of the environmental assessments for Bond Falls, Victoria, and 
Prickett Dam. These ere being sent to all focus group members, alternates and the 
resource agencies today. 

Although the report will be available on UPPCO's Web site, we're sending you en 
individual copy to save you time and effort. Your copy and the copy on the Web site are 
complete and unabridged except for some information on endangered species that had 
to be redacted, because federal law doesn't allow it to be disclosed to the public. The 
redacted information will be provided to the relevant government agencies for their use 
in the consultation process. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Monday, August 7, open house et the Ewen-Trout 
Creek School. Displays will be set up at 6:00 PM (Eastern) for review prior to the 
presentations, which will begin at 6:30 in the cafetorium. An open question-and-answer 
period will follow the presentetions, and at 7:30 we'll adjourn end return to the displays 
for one-on-one conversations, individual questions, and e closer look et the visual 
meteriels. Any questions not addressed in the allotted Q&A time can be submitted on 
cards and will be addressed on UPPCO's Web site. 

The presentations will cover the results of the environmental studies conducted on 
wildlife and aquatic habitat, loon nesting, recreational resources, end aesthetic 
resources. We won't be in a position to discuss the Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) 
et these sessions, because the SMP will be formulated from the study results, the 
egency consultation process, end public comment. That will be the subject of a Mure 
public open house. 

Sincerely, 

UPPCO General Manager 
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On July 28, 2006, the preceding letter and associated attachments was sent to the 
following recipients: 

Mr. Tom Church 
PO Box 778 
Watersmeet Ml 49969 

Mr. Robert Zelinski 
E23423 Hwy. 2 West 
Watersmeet Ml 49969 

Mrs. Fay Groitzsch 
8281 US Hwy 45-S 
Bruce Crossing Ml 49912 

Mr. Gale Eilola 
Route 1 - Box 28A 
Pelkie Ml 49958 

Mr. Roger Haapala 
P.O. Box 87 
Rockland Ml 49960 

Mr. Dawayne Holtz 
11554 U.S. 45 
Bruce Crossing Ml 49912 

Ms. Victoria James 
Smurfit-Stone Container 
One Superior Way 
Ontonagon Ml 49953 

Mr. David Bishop 
19726 State Hwy. M38 
Ontonagon Ml 49953 

Mr. Dean Juntunen 
11425 Aspen Lane 
Mass City Ml 49948 

Mr. Dan Loosemore 
Route 1 - Box 372 
Baraga Ml 49908 

Ms. Pam Malnar 
PO Box 216 
Bruce Crossing MI 49912 

Mr. Bill Marlor 
Village of Baraga 
100 Hemlock Street 
Baraga Ml 49908 

Mr. John Pelkola 
P.O. Box 60 
Trout Creek Ml 49967 

Mr. Jed Platske 
6052 U.S. 45 South 
Bruce Crossing Ml 49912 

Mrs. Linda Rein 
420 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Ontonagon Ml 49953 

Mr. James Rein 
420 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Ontonagon MI 49953 

Mr. Fred Sliger 
9968 Calderwood Road 
Trout Creek Ml 49967 

Mr. Jeff Sturgell 
100 Hemlock Street 
Baraga Ml 49908 

Ms. Christa Walck 
1010 East Fifth Avenue 
Houghton MI 49931 

Mrs. Nancy Warren 
PO Box 102 
Ewen Ml 49925 

Mr. Al Warren 
POBox102 
Ewen Ml 49925 

Ms. Sherry Zoars 
P.O. Box 701 
Watersmeet Ml 49969 
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Mr. Ted Soldan 
17559 Cemetery Rd 
Pelkie Ml 49958 

Mrs. Amy Isaacson 
Route 1, Box 98-A 
Baraga Ml 49908 

Mr. Ed Fuhgenschuh 
Route 12, Box 213 
Pelkie Ml 49958 

Mr. Peter Heidemann 
205 North Cedar 
Ewen Ml 49925 

Mr. Evan MacDonald 
801 North Lincoln Drive - Suite 201 A 
Hancock Ml 49930 

Mr. Eric Forsberg 
Houghton County Controller 
401 East Houghton Avenue 
Houghton Ml 49931 

Mr. Jack Lehto 
c/o Ottawa Sportsmen's Club 
PO Box 475 
Baraga Ml 49908 
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Upper Peninsula Power Company-Au Train (FERC NO. 10856) 
LAND SALES CONSULTATION DocUMENTS 

Attachment 31 
28 July 2006 

PRt:ss RELEASE - AUGUST PUBLIC MEETINGS 
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Press Release - August Public Meetings - 28 July 2006 2 

UPPCO SCHEDULES OPEN HOUSES TO PRESENT RESULTS OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES FOR HYDROELECTRJC PROJECT LANDS 

HOUGHTON MI - Upper Peninsula Power Company (UPPCO), a subsidiary of WPS 
Resources Corporation (NYSE:WPS), will host open houses at two locations to provide 
information regarding the results of its environmental studies for hydroelectric project lands. 
The studies will form the basis for UPPCO's project lands Shoreline Management Plans, 
which will be developed following a public comment period on the environmental studies. 
The actual non-project uses of project land (public and private docks, walkways, paths, etc.) 
are not yet formulated and therefore will not be a topic for discussion at the Open House 
meetings. 

The meetings will also focus on the methodology used in preparing the environmental studies 
as suggested by resource agencies such as the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Michigan DNR, 
and others. 

The first Open House, which will focus on the studies at Bond Falls, Victoria, and Prickett, 
will be held on Monday, August 7, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM (Eastern) in the cafetorium at 
the Ewen-Trout Creek School in Ewen Ml. The second meeting on the AuTrain, Boney Falls, 
and Cataract studies will be held on Tuesday, August 8, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM (Eastern) 
al Tailwinds Bar & Grill at K. I. Sawyer. 

Topics to be discussed 

"We'll discuss the results of the environmental studies that were conducted on wildlife and 
aquatic habitat, loon habitat, recreational resources, and aesthetic resources," said Shawn 
Puzcn, Environmental Consultant. "We know people are equally interested in the 
development plans and potential proposals for docks and other shoreline uses. However, 
we're not in a position to discuss those issues yet. Those plans won't be developed until all 
the comments on the environmental studies are in so they can be considered in the plans. 
We'll schedule more public meetings after the shoreline uses are proposed," he concluded. 

At the August 7 and 8 meetings, and through August 28, UPPCO will accept written public 
comments concerning the results of the environmental studies. Each comment submitted will 
be addressed in UPPCO's future proposal to FERC. 

Interested parties are encouraged to visit UPPCO's Web site at www.uppco.com (under the 
sold land link,) to review the scopes of the environmental studies, the results of the studies, 
and minutes of previous public meetings and focus group meetings. 

Meeting Format 

As previously mentioned, both open houses will begin at 6:00 PM (Eastern). The first half 
hour will allow attendees to review displays, maps, and other graphic information and 
become familiar with the scope of the studies. Presentations will begin at 6:30, followed by 

12/29/2006 
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Press Release - August Public Meetings - 28 July 2006 3 

an open question and answer period. At 7:30, the presentation period will adjourn to allow 
time to visit the tables for one-on-one discussions, individual questions, and a closer look at 
visual materials. Any questions not addressed in the allotted time can be submitted on cards 
and will be addressed on UPPCO's Web site 

Public Comment on environmental studies 

UPPCO will accept written comment at either of the two public meetings or by mail to: 

UPPCO Environmental Studies 
c/o Janet Wolfe 
PO Box 130 
Houghton MI 4993 I 

Comments should address specific issues addressed by the environmental studies and be 
postmarked by August 28, 2006. 

12'29·2006 
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Cppcr Pcnninsula Power Company -- Au Train (FERC NO. 10856) 
L~NI> S,\US C:o:s:su. J"All()N Doct:MENTS 

Atlllc/1111elll 31 
28 .July 2006 

UPPCO TIU:"ISMJTTAI. OF DRAFT Ri::sot:RCE REPORTS TO AGEI\Clf:S 
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! Upper Peninsula Power CompanJ 
ta !.\lb<.iJ1:ir} \ii'\\ I'S Re-.1•urct·!. C11r1111rata1ni 
P.O. llu.\ I lJO(J I 
(in:cn U:1). \VJ :'--PO? 1JIHIJ 

July 2E. 2006 

(Recipi-:,nt Address) 

Dear (f,ec1pient) 

Draft Environmental Assessment Reports 

Enclos,:,d is a copy of the draft environmental assessment reports gcJthered by Upper Peninsula 
Power Company (UPPCO) as information for the development of a Shoreline Management Plan for 
the Bond Falls (Bond Falls and Victoria). Prickett, Cataract, Au Train. and Escanaba (Boney Falls) 
Hydroelectric Projects. 

A copy of tliese reports Is being provided for comment to all members of the relevant agency yroup 
Copies of tt,e reports will also be provided for comments to the members of the focus groups The 
public 1'1111 ~lso be able to access the reports via the UPPCO website The public and focus gIou;, 
versions of the reports will riot :Jrovidc the nesting locations of sens1t1ve species (bald eagles wood 
iurtles. ond loons). 

Please provide your comments by t11e elld of tt,e clay. August 28. )006 If UPPCO does net 1<,ce11·e 
:omme.nts by the end of t'1e day. August 28. 2006, il will assume you do not have any comments 

St1ould you hcive any other questions or concern::., pledsc do not hesitate to call me at (920) 4:~]-
1094 c contact rnc at ~l~L1.Lf''.1~(_i:vmsr ::n,11. Thank you tor your t1r11e and cons1dernt,on 

Sincerely, 

Sf:--CR~ 
Shawn C. Pu1en 
E nviror mental Consultant 
l elepilnne (970) 433-1094 

syx 

,nc 

cc Mr Bill Campbell. E PRO Consulting (no enc 1 
Mr Dave Dominie, E P"O Consull1nq Ino enc: I 

Mr Doun Clark, ,oley & Lnrdner (w 1 ,or,c: 
Mr .John ,s:ep. FERC (cov,,r only) 
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This letter was sent to the following recipients: 

Ms. Angeb Tornes 
'.\lalional Park Scrvii.:e 
626 !:;1st \VisL"onsin . .\venue 
Suite 100 
\1ilwaukcc. WI 5.1202 

Ms. Pamela Stcn~nson 
As~istant Atromey (lcncr.11 
f\iRA 
P.O. Box 10755 
I .ans mg. MI /48909 

Mr. fames Schr:1111111 
l:x O MRIIC 
I' 0 Box 828 
Pentwater, \-11-49.·l-·l9 

\1r. '.\:onnan '.'Jass 
LSOA Forest Scn·icc - Otta,1.-·a \latiunal Forest 
Hcgion 9. Watersmeet R.in!J.cr District 
E2/40J6 Old US 2 Last 
Watersmeet. tvtl 49969 

\1s. Jessica \fr,t.ik 
Michigan Dcpartmcnl of '.'Jatural Resoun:es 
\1arquettc State Fish tlatd1ery .ind Station 
4X8 ( 'hcrry ( ·reek Ro.id 
\larq11ctte. Ml -198S5 

t\lr. (ic1ic t\knsch 
KewccnJw Bay Indian (:<111111iunity 
Keweenaw lby Trih,il Center 
107 Bcarhm-n Hoa<l 
llar;i~a. \11 49'l0X 

\ts. :\1111 t\k( ·arn111011 Sollis 
Grcal lakes Indian Fi!-.h & Wildlife Comrniss1011 
P.O. Hox 9 
Odanah. WI ~486 I 

Ms. DarlJ Lcn:t 
lJSDA Forest Serv11.:e • Ot1awa !\ational Forest 
Hegion 9. Ontonagon Hanger D1s1rid 
1209 Kocklan<l Koacl 
01ilo11Jgon. \11 

\1r. Mike L111;1s:1 
Ecosystems T cam LcJ<lcr 
l liaw.ith;1 f\Jtional forest 
2727 Lincoln Rd 
1:st:a11:1b;i. \11 

Ms. I esley Kor<lella 
l·cdcral l·11crgy Rcg11l;1tory c·{11111n1:-.si<111 
888 First Street '.'JE 
\\";1shingto11. I >C 20-L~6 

Ms. ( ·ary (iustafs.on 
Mii.:hig;1n Ocpart111cnt of bwirm1mc11tal ()11;11ity 
Crystal !·alls Field Olliee 
1~20 LS Ih,y 2 
Crystal Falb. \11 49920-9626 

Mr. Kirk Piehler 
l.!SDr\ h1res1 Service 
2.727 \orth I .incol11 Road 
1-seanaha. Ml /49S29 

\1r. ( ·11ris Freiberg.er 
\1ichigan I )ep.irtmcnt of '.\JJlural Resources 
Stevens T Mason Building 
1'0 llox 10028 
l.Jnsing. \11 -UN09-1)~X 

Mr. !\lark 1-"ellorn 
USDA forest Scrvit:c 
Ottaw,1 '.\:;itional Fores! 
l:624X US Highway 2 
lrouwoo<l. t\11,199.1X 

!I.ls. ( ·hristie Dcluria-Sheflield 
lJS fish ;md Wilc.llifc Service 
192-1111dus1rial Parkway 
\1arq11ettc. 1\11 -1')855 

Mr. Bill Dccplio11sc 
MKII<' 
1~10 l: Fifth A\·c1111c 
I loughton. \ti -19911 
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Lppcr Pc111nsula Puwcr Company·- .-\u Traill (l·LRC .\10. \OX'i(,) 
L \\;ll S.\I Fs Cll'iSI 11.1,\ no, Don MI·" 1 s ---_________________________ ,, ___ -·--

,lttac/1111e111 33 
8 August 2006 

l'n11.ic .\In: 1Ts<. 
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Presentation of Em'ironmental Studies - Tailwinds Restaurant, Kl Sawyer, .\II. 

E-Pro Presentation 
In February and :\·larch, resource agencies provided a list of recommended studies they'd like to 
sec on these impounds. Three basic categories were developed: recreation, aesthetics and 
wildlildaquatic habitat. Loon ha hi tats were singled out as a separate study because or their 
sensitive nature. These categories were based on recommendations of agencies. 

Recreation ··· The first objective was to find out the quantity and types of existing recreation at 
the impoundments. First. existing information was reviewed, primarily through existing licenses 
and the documents that went into the developments of the licenses. 

Site visits hy boat were then conducted. going around the perimeter or a lake: where there 
appeared to he areas of recreation, the environmental consultants got out and im·cstigated those 
sites. Lsing a standard survey form, about 5 pages long, they recorded characteristics of the sites 
such as amenities, measurements and erosion. The site's location was also recorded on a global 
positioning system (GPS). The sites were also characterized as being formal or informal - formal 
meaning the site was actively being managed and there were amenities provided such as toilets. 
picnic tables, fire pits, etc. 
lnfonnal sites arc not actively managed hut arc frequently visited by people and have paths or 
trails worn leading to the site. All sites, formal and informal, were put on a map. 
There is a representative photo and a narrative that describes what each site is like in the reports. 

On all sites, there arc formal recreation sites. UPPCO has campsites at Boney Falls and 
- Au Train. llond Falls has extensive recreation, as docs Cataract. Also, there arc several infonnal 

sites at each impoundment. All arc depicted on the map and explained in detail in the report. 

-· 

For the studies. the cnvironm~ntalists also determined a hoating carrying capacity for each sit~. 
This exercise was done to determine the appropriate number ofwatcrcrali acceptable on each 
impoumlmcnt. I fan impoundmcnt was to be used for water skis.jct skis, etc .. that's going have 
different results than one that would if people used watcrcran like canoes and kayaks. They 1r1cd 
lo dctcnninc 1hc usable surface area oflhe impoundment. taking the size of impoundmcnI and 
suhtracting out a I 00-200 foot buffer as safety zone around lake. They then got a usable lake 
surface area, divided by a boating density factor that was determined by types nl'boats used. 
Places where larger boats would be used would have larger usable surface types. 

Aesthetics - The agencies wanted to understand what areas arc considered to have high aesthetic 
value. why and who values these areas. People have a clear visual preference with regards to 
landscape. Water and dramatic relier. or a combination of the two, make an area aesthetically 
pleasing. The study utilized research that exists and did a quantitative assessment of what the 
aesthetic values arc of each impoundmcnt. 
Impoundments were divided into subunits, about a 1/2-milc to I mile large. This was the criteria 
!'or the analysis: 

Relief/typography - This refers to change in visible relief, dramatic relief (which is a 
change wiin a 112 mile) and ridgclinc layering (how many different ridgclines can you sec''). 
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Pnblii.: \kc11ng X Ang. 200(1 

Physical Features - This includes islands. cm·cs. rocks. kdgcs and hcaches. The rn"rc 
there arc of those in a site. the higher the ranking. There is ;1lso the L·omponcnt ofmystcr) .1s 111 
wanting to keep going to sec \\·1,at·s arou11d the bend. 

Vegetation DiH!rsity Is it conikro11s, dccidrnrns. a comhinJtion or the two, super story 
trees. t:·ct.:s leaning out on w:,tcr thL·sc arc all irnporta111 aesthetic \;tl11cs. \\'ctlanJs art.: ,rnothL·r 
thing people like to look at <h well ;i.._ sc.:aso11:1l color. 

Special Features This rci'crs to a place \\here yo11 ca11, ie" \\ildlilc eagles. de,·r. 
rnoosc captors. etc. this adds to the la11dscapc. 
Cullum] or llistoric,11 h:r:lllll\ .. ·s -· :\n cx,1mpll' oJ'this is an old L'ahi11 in the wu()(b \\ ith liistnr) 
that draw people in. 

'i:itural Character All oi'thc impoundrncnts h:nc thh. TlllS ha,ically me:111s the l:111<1 
is rath,r rnHk\·elopcJ. There t·;111 he _._omc dc\·L·lopmcnt there ir 11 is well done. But if there 1..; 

rl'sidl'1'tial. rccrcation:il or industrial tkn:lopmcnt 1hat i:-. poorl~· dunL'. those ;1rc (ktractor:--. 
People don't likL· to sec that and those were g1\·c11 11egat1\\~ poinh. 

ThL' sit ... ·s were divided i1110 suh1rnits the:--c are the ratinµ:-; for the 1mpoundment-; on lhL' L';htL'rll 

cnJ. (I k· didn't gi\·c ratings for thl' OllL'S on the western) ThL' point .-.;yslL'm used cm hL' found in 
the rcpmts. 

Au Train - A sizahk SllL'. it was di\·idcd into °"L'\·cn suhu11ih. A coupll' of s11h1mits ratL·d 
high ;111d the rest \1,:crc medium lHlllL' \\'L'TL' rated low. This .,_j;L• is a TL'<hn11ah\~- attrncti\·L· ('llL' 

011c re 1so11 :\u Train has more points 1s hL·causc it ~ot points for n..:lid~ \\hik thl· others h;i\-l' 
signifi,:mtly less relief. Also Au Train has more ,cgetation di,,·rsit,·. 

Catarac-t .-\lso Ji\ idcd i11to Sl'\ en s11bunits. most or lhL'lll r;ncd flll•di11m \\ ilh a L:-,\ 
]O\\ S. 

Boney F,1lls ·- :\II thl' "llhunih on thi" impoundmcnt r;1tcd low. Onl· pnmar~- rc;1:--011 11 11 
1\11-.. \\·;1-.. although it ha.-.. nirc nat11r;il characlcr. it is \·er: tbt \\ ith :1 urn form sliurl·l111l' ·1 Iii, 
c.l(1L·..,11· 11K-;111 it isn't \-j_.._ually ;1ttr;1L·ti\c. it i .... j11st a rank111g 

(;ar~ -,. Pn•\t'ntation 
F(ir tlii -..tuJ:. a tl'.1111 or l'll\ 11'011111L'lltal l'(lllSIJlt;111h \\;1:-, rorilll'd. 111cl1ul111g King 8.: \Id ir ... · ~\H. ;1 
~lirhi!-::11l·h:bcc.l con"ultin~! firm 

l"hL· ~o:d \\·;i.-- to prodt1Cl' ;.1 :1,11ural rl'"otm..:c h;1sL· 111;1p. ;1 tl·111pL1k to lhl' Liter (~n to p(ltt'lll1.ill~ 
Lk~L·rm1nc and <.1\oid imparh l\1 thcsL· r..:sourrL'"· Prior to thL· st11dy. tllL·~· co11s11l:l·d rl''.'-lllth.:,: 
:l~L'llCil:" to lkYl'lop ;J protocol ;111d di ... l'lhS \\ l11cli rL'Sllllrl'l'-; \\ l'I\' l)r i11tL'n..·:-,;t lo thl'lll and 
).!L'lll'T;,J I~· {lctcrmi11L' till' L'\tl'lll orthl· k\L'I of the 111:ipp111g t.·llon. 

111 ~by. liclicoptcr st11Ycys Jl1r cagk 11;.'Sh. ~rl'al hluc hcro:1 .ind lhpfl'.\ \\l'rL· l·o1Hi1tl'lL'd .. .\ 
prcli111i11ar:· hase map with 111!'ormat1nn llll thc:-;l· "11l'l'H.'" \\·;.h 11nHlt1c;.•d l'hl'Y thl'll \\Tilt n11· in 
th;.•:-,c areas to i1nc:-.tigatc. :\1-..o. in .lun;.·. hoal -..wYc~·-., \\LTC dPnl· to oh"l'r\l' thl· tl'rrc:-,tri;1I ;1rL·.1:-- 1t1 
the 1111poundmL'llh. Laq!c anc.l ,mall h;1h1t,1t L·omponcnh 1mpor!a11t to l'l'rt;1i11 SJ1lT1L'" Wl'l'l' 
mapped. a:-- \\ell as sc11~it1\·l· lwhn,ns. l1kL· WL'tl,rnds ,rnd -..uh111crvl·d ;1quat1L' \.L'_t!l'tati011 hl·d·,. 

The rl':,ults in thL' impou11J111L·11ts \\·l-l'L' \er: r(111s1:--ll'1ll with \\Ila: wa, t(i1111d 111 otl1l•r:-, . .-\rl-., 1 11 
s11hmL·rgcd aquatil \l...'!,!L'ta:1011. t'lllL'r)!l'nt .iq11a~ic \L'!,!1,.'Llt1P11. :--lm1h \\l'tL111d~ \\L'l'L' :yp1c:dl: 
loclll'(: 111 area~ or lo\\ cncrµ.\. ~11rh :i:-- ha::--. 1wt L'\Plhl'd lo \\·111,.l-... Till·:· 111.1ppcd l·oar ... l·r ;nl·;1,. 
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coarse woody debris. deadwood, etc. and fo11nd in the coarser areas with high energy. there were 
more wave wakes and wincl energy. and in lower energy areas more wetlands. 

According to the study. there is Loon activity at Au Train, hut it is unknown if there was any 
nesting activity. The Loon activity was sporadic, there was some foraging hut they wercn 't 
acting as if they were dclcncling territory. There were also habitat for Sandhill Cranes at Au 
Train; the cn\·ironmcnt consultants observed foraging habitat. staging and roosting habitats as 
well. At all impoundments, there was a variety of waterfowl. At Cataract. there were more water 
fowl, dipping ducks ancl di,·ing clucks because there is more 11nclcrwatcr vegetation there. 

Terrestrial Habitat Woodland raptor calls were done using an 1\11'1 player. At Au 
Train, they got two responses from Recl-Shouldcrccl I lawks. There is likely a nest in the area, hut 
they were not able to cletcnnine if it is within project lands. They also dicl calls for ham owls. hut 
only heard one in the distance. They also heard one Osprey at Cataract but saw no nests. They 
also looked for old growth, hut didn't )ind any of that - they found some nlcl trees, hut none that 
exhibited old growth cm-system characteristics. 

In general, the habitats arc typical to the upper Midwest. Again, the maps that were produced arc 
h:mplati.:s that arc going to he usi.:d to potentially dctcnninc l1<nv to avoid and minimize negative 
impacts. It was necessary to fine! out what's there so it can be protected. 

Questions 
Q: IYh<'n you were doing your studies with the wet fund,· and H·aters and stu/f do1·s the 
t_i7,ography l~(thc slwrclines in your studies have any impart 011 what you would suggest for 
docks or an_vthing ,fthat 1wt11re hecau.\·e '?(erosion and compactio11:) 
E-Pro 's job was not to c.:valuate or assess any type of dcvdopment. This was simply a start inµ 
point with which those decisions can he later made. Areas or erosion around the various 
impoundmc.:nts \vcrc.: noted and depicted on the maps. 

Q: Hou- much time did you .,1u·11d surn:ying the land l'ersus time you spell/ modeling? Ami arc 
there any other plwrsfor .,pending more time in other seasmrs u-lu'!l certain H·ildlUl· might hl' 
more pn·st·nt:' 
Be1wccn all the ticlcl crews. t·.-t'ro spent approx11natcly 26 ticlcl clays out there hctween :Vlay and 
June. !:-Pro lclt it captured a good base map and a goocl template to move forward. 

{!: Wh,1· did11 't E-Pro contact more local prnplc, IIS<'rs of the impoundments likefishcn11c11, 
l11111tcrs. campers, and paddlffs" I would like to-'<'<' you talk to a lo! 1110re local users of these 
lam/\ aud ask them why they value it and have that in your study. 
!'-Pro did contact and got their input on. that included the Ottawa national forest, tisheries and 
biologists at MDNR. UP Fisheries supervisor at MDNR, Ecosystem team leader at I liawatha 
i\:ation:rl Forest, the campf!round managers m bond falls who also arc familiar with the others 
and us forests service station manager. Admittedly. E-Pro die! not talk to cvcryhotly who was out 
on the impoundment on a ref!ular basis. 
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{}. I /a:·e .nn, /l(ld dcn,fop('d t111y 11oro111C'!tTS or nmzc to <111y co11r/11siu11s to dl•a! H"ith 1rotcr !t·1·c·/ 
//11d11atio11'" 011 the rt.'\"c1-i-01r. ,-,)('ci/ic(l/h· nf<'rring thl' :lu Ji·(li/1 impo111ui111n1t H·hic/1 I um 
i111c·rc·s1c•d 111.·' 
Only rninirnally. E-Pro JiJ look i.lt licenses anJ what arc the wat..:r fc\·cl regimes tlwt an: diltatL·d 
in thl' licenses. \Vhcrc there Wi.h s1gnilicant \'.:irrntion E-Pro Jid note wlwt the potential imparts 
of that lllt!!ht he within the re,11111 of the studies eonduetecl. 

{!: lFI,, /JUI thl' cconnmic i11/or111111io11 011 ta.rt'\" nn tltt· h(u·k tahll's."' I., it u1w11.for dis,·11,·.,iolf at 
thi., /1/( ctill,!.!,.'1 

L;PPC<) put lhL' information 011 the b;1ck tahks as an update tu information prcYio11sly rcq11cstcd 
hy interested parties. The Jisc11:-sion at this meeting 1s aimed ;_11 thl..· cnYJr(Hlllll'lll;il studiL·s. I hL· 
econor iic data wrll he discus;ed at a !inure meeting. 

(): l>ia the stl((f1· toke into 1·u11'"idcratio11.,pcci<'s. gm,,,. ,111d 11u11··t:<llllt'. thut ur<' J)J"t'S<'IJI ;,, t/z('s<' 
i111po1111dmc11ts in the /(z/1-tinll<) \.l(t:ru101:1· S/Jl'Cil's·' 
Yes. 1: •Pro ;ll the items of interL'St thL' agencies requested including suitable ti.lrag111g hahit;1t ti.n 
di\·ing :md dipping ducks as well as stag inµ hahit.:it for sanJ hill cranes i.lnd :-e\ era! other species. 

{): ( ·()J•ld.n)// tell usu !iltlc htt ulwut the Imm JWJ)ldatio,, a, tlwir \o o//t ·cted h)· the 1mhli1 · 
i1f!cro( ri,m ond ho11·yu11 S('c' thut t'lf('<'ffll.':!. their 1/t'Hing mu/ tlft'ir /tTthll.'..!. /1uhi1s 011 rho.,t· 
11·aten1t1ys in tht1t ort-'11:) /11 o/1 tl,use UJ'l'(IS:) 
E-Prn can't release or talk ahout any .-.pL·citir loons since tlll'Y i.JrL' a SL·nsitiYL' spct..:iL'S 1.111d 1: r:,; 

irn .. ·sponsihlc to put thal i11hnm;1ti{1J1 Ill these fL'P<H'tS. Th;1t infurrnali{ill is ;l\;1il;1hk from th_· 
rc..;ouH L' aµencics. 111 terms of the nesting, it determined if thcrL' was ne:--t1ng habitat at th,: 
impou11dmL'llts. p;1rtirularly onL· of the impo1111dmcnts fc.K'll"L'd on w;1.-. :\11 Train 

(J. ll'/1c1t UI\' .;·our JJlm1,· or c utu /11,iun., /or tftt' guus1· re/it,':.'.(' ot tlw \uutl, t·nd u/ tlw .111 /'ru.11 
n·,·1 ·1T<,11<) /)it/ you \flf1h · tliis I ntd, t1u(r H hut 1ws., ih!t' /11!ttr(' 11/011.\ yo11 might bun.-, 
1:-Pro drn:UlllL'!lh.:d 1111i-..1.rncc "lk'cie-.. ;md PllL' ofthL· spL'LIL'S that \\L' con..;idered 1111i ... ,111cL' ,p ... ·c1e-.: 
in ron:-1111111011 with the ;1µc11ClL'S \Ya..; ( ·;uwda µ<,ose. l·-Pr() doc11111c11ted the occ11r1-e11ce nf ;!eL•-.,.._· 
rL·lati\ l. 1111n1hL·rs h11t th;1t \\<h the L'\IL'lll of 01n :--l1Hl::,. 

( ·0111111 _'llh 
"lfth1s lllL'L'tinµ isn't to 1;1lk ;1ho11: {k\·L·lnp111L·nt pkase du11·1 p11t inti.nm:111011 aho111 dL'\L·h,p111L·11t 
Dll thL· l;JCk tahks 11nk..;s yD11·re µ0111µ tu op;_•n it 11p tu e,·L·r~oJh.' ID t~dk aho111." 

"Since thi:-- h..t:-- hcen brought up :ind 11 was 111 th.._• hark. the handotll about thL·sc ta\ <.hSL·s-..111L·11t--
and ho.\ they'll gli 11p. I'm :-!olllg to h;1\·e a q11es11on on that l{L·;1ding frum pa~'.e I uf l · tl1L· 
followmµ ls ~111 i.l"sc-.smcnt of ta\L'" rolk·ctL·d 200."' dollar._ of 11011 pro.iL'el Lind Bone::, 1-"alls land 
-..old and to he ..;old hy l 'PPC() th;..• L'stimates <hSlllllL' lhL' lot... arL' sold ,111<l the humc, u1:i--tr:H.:t:.:d 
,111d thl lots arc t:oin!-! Ill t;1ke ..;L·\s:ral yL·ars \YitlHHlt water accL•:--..; ;111d d<JL·kins right--. thL· L•s:1111;1lL''-
will dn,p ~0-7~ percent. \\.'-·II. I s11c:--s the tir:--t qlle:--tio111n my mind 1s 1fthe pricL l.PP(.() :-!'-'h 
from \.alL'rra · s drops ~0- 7':' pL-rL· ... ·nt 1r they don't get the dock111g ri~hh.·· 

··t \\"i.lll L'd to follo\\" 11p llll a11 nhscnatlllll ahou! th;._• redart1n1h \\ith1n 1h ... · dou11lh.'tll. 1·,1.: h1..:1.. 
\·en· inYohL·d i11111;1k.i11~ L'llllllllL'llts O'.l all l-.111ds ofd<1e11111L'nts 1;1L'l11d1:1µ µti\crn111 ... ·nt dPc11111L·11:-, 
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and this type or treatment of the subject manner that was done. lirst we protested not revealing 
site spccilic location, hut there's a lot of information that is contained within those statements 
and there should he plenty or that that is appropriate for the public to know. Otherwise you know 
we're restrained from having all the information we need to be ahle to comment rully to you 
folks ahout our concerns on these impoundments and how their used. So that's an ohscnation, I 
think you can treat it heller and at least divulge some or the information. I certainly respect your 
need to keep confidential location and things hut at the same time when you put that there and 
redact all that stuff out, we know the animal is present so some of the, like you wrote, is certainly 
digestihle hy the public." 
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,-·lt1'1c/zme11t 3.J 
27 .\ui:ust 200(, 
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UPl'CO Environmental Studies 
c/o Janet Wolf 
PO Box 130 1 loughton, \11 49931 

Dear Ms. Wolf: 

Re: l'-1864, P-2402 

llond Falls Landowners 
420 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Ontonagon, Ml 49951 
(906) 884-2903 

August 27,2006 

The Bond Falls Landowners have many concerns regarding the recent assessments done on the six U.P. 
flowagcs affected by the liPPCO/WPS/Natcrra I .and Sales. 

We have studied the assessments for Victoria, Prickett imd Dond Flowages done by E•Pro linginccring & 
Environmental Consulting und have the following comments and concerns: 

We qucsti(ln the real purpose of the study us it appears to be nothing more than an attcm,11 to justify the 
proposed campground reorganization plans, the proposed residential development and p'.ans for private 
shurclim.: strnctures like PRIVATE DOCKS for the express use of the new lot owners. 

When we all pmchased our properties, we realized that we were NOT purchasing "lakefront" or 
"shoreline" properties, and hence we have had no "exclusive rights of use" to the shoreline, as the FF.RC 
l.'ccnse dictates that it is to be manugcd for tile benefit of the public. Anything happening on the project 
lands is supposed to "protect and enhance the scenic, recreational, and env:ronmcntal values of the 
projc,t", and be for the benefit of the public. 

Uiven that the st11dy was conducted during such a short period of time, during only u several week period in 
the late spring/ early s11rnmcr, we believe it is inadequate and does not represent an accurate picture of these 
nowagcs. At this ~arly time in the season, many species of flora and fauna were not emergent at that time. 
These studies certainly cannot q1mlify in any sense of the Imagination as n comprehensive ElS of any kind. 
S11ch a slwrt ·•snap-shot" cannot possihlybe complete as it does not take into account any yearly or 
seasonal vari~1tio11s and we believe many wildlife species were over looked) missed altogether, m iscm:ntcd, 
ancl ignored . 

The lm·c:sivc spcdcs known as Rnsty Crayfish was not even noted in summary for Hond Falls Flow.tge. As 
Ilond Falls Landowners we have documented the presence of Rusty Crayfish with the resource agencies, 
and we have noted thc.ir presence al Bond for at least the last 20 years. This destrnctive species is very 
prominent and we <1ucstion how E-Pro could overlook or discount something so obvious and important. 

This make 11s question when else has been overlooked, omitted, miscounted, discounted c1r ignored. 

We question the methodology used in the study, and whether it can be actu.-,,1\y considered "valid'' as actual 
"scientific delta" vs. what appears to be no more tlum "subjective observations'' from ,1 quick bout ride and 
walk ;iround to 1ry and dm:umcnt how PUBLIC USE has been so de1rime11tal and caused so much 
"erosion" on the tlowoge. Interesting that the E-Pro assessment crcdiLo; very lit1le to the fluctuating ,vnter 
levels caused by the inherent way that UPPCO/WPS manages this hydro project. 

We believe more weight shoukl have been given to the historical facl that Ul'PCO/WPS flucl'.latcs the 
water levels greatly ,md we question why the E-Pro surveys for the most part overlook and minimizc this 
fact. 

.. I 
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A visuJI obscn·ation of ccrt.:in sit:!s and then a subjective assumption such ;is the probable c<111~cs (lf 
c.:ro.)ion is not v1:ry scic.!r.ti:lt.: and tells you nothing aboi:t ho,-.· m~ny f)Cl1plc ;KL1ally tisc each .si:c. 
lnt1:rcsting:y cnongh none oft:1c ,~oh:s in the survey eluded to deer or oth::r ½ildlife a11d the patlnq1ys tht·y 
make to the water which can ~]so cm1sc "comp:i.ction'' and "erosion" or ''scdi!I1cntation" of~hc sites. 

A 1:wrc scic:1tili;; assessment would have included a lo,1k at the cam1~gro:rnd log rrcords olthe. acu:ai 
usa!J,e. It is our obsi.!rvation 1h;it most Ci!tnp~rs arc conscic1~tious and r:rnsc n:r) littk imp,1-:l. 

Le1s see s01r:c, ''real'', '';iuthcnt:t.:·' <ia'.a. liOt your qualita:ivc analysi.'> wl'.ich t:mllunt to not!1i11g 11:on.: lt"an 
subjective ;,crsonal opini0?1s on tl·.c par\ of :he E-Pro snrveyors. Witi1 :he mcthodolotzy used, thut.: wa• ;: 
great ch<uKc things coulJ be 1:1is1;;1.!d and'or omitted with 1he claim that "\Ve wcrcn·1 '.ookint, for th<!t." Wl' 
c!enar.d Ill st:e quantitative scientific ~.lata! 

\Vl:cn we questio1\ed 1he methodology used rcgardbg "Aesthetic Va:ues" with UPPCO and 1:~J>ro ;i: 1:H· 
PUBLIC ~IEETltiGS, we were told that neither or you had ANY pl.ms to acll;ally survey or pol'.,,. 
qlh'Stion ;my (lf:h;: ·'ACTUAL USERS'' orthcst flOWi.Jgcs, to sec wl'.ich cll!ributcs they vc1lue! 

It) ou REALLY wcmted to kr.nw who nscs and values these flowagcs cmd why, ym1 could :1:1ve ,·<.·ry t; sily 
res.:arc:1cd your data and s11rvcy1:d campers, visitors to the State P.irk ,~nd the Falls. ,md even v:si10:·.s "ho 
us<.d the day-use area :.!Spc\.:h1ll.v on bl1sy weekends and holidays like this past July 4, \,hen the flowa?,(· was 
;1t J'Cak use with hu:1r.!'.'cds and hundreds uf users prcscut l'or yon :o por. \Vhy did you 1rnt do thb? 

l! ;.;,p::ars 1t:at no data was u~ed from eamperounct logs regarding cimpgro1:11d :;s:1ge h:v site This ,...-l·1ild 
ha,·:: L'.ivcn a mere c1ccunnt'. idea of w!Jo uses these campsites, which silcs arc.! tht' most pop1Ilar a:it: wh:.·. 
and which ones s11bscq11e:11ly £,Cl the most use u1HI have the mos!'' iJ('Sthetic. ,·;1]11e'' to the public. 

Wv believe ynur data is fla\\Cd, i!JComplctc and unscie:1tific. 

W, believe the .isscssmcnt~ l'c..1r these llowagc:i should :nclude 1:1e CJJ\'irnr.n~cnt.il impat.:t::i vr lhe i)rJi~,,~-.:~: 
n:5if..!c;ntial di;:vdopmcn:s and propns<:d pl;.rns for';ucn-proji.:cl use ofprujcet :ar.ds" wh:t.:h docs net dppca: 
to 11e ..:ompli;un with ·.he ITRC Licer.sc. We urge FliRC to force t:PPCO 10 f0ikm the sct..:tiO!l 5.-1 
ha11dhook process ,md inili<lle a new and c-omprehcnsivc cnvironn1cnt<JI impact st:1dy :Int c1cl.'.our:t5 for 
.<,::>;!sonal v;iri;1tions in tht· tlor:i and fauna. rccrcr.t!onal ~ses. ;1~sthch v:dm·:- a:H: the imp<1ct ofth..- prnr:lsc,~ 
r.01·-pnijcct llst of project la1~:ls. 

·1 hmk yc11 for 1i1c op:JNLmi!y t(l 1.:ommcnt. 

l.hc1;1 S. Rci:1 
!\t'pn·s.:r.li;1g \~\·Cr 36 l10:1d l\1';.., Arl';1 I .an,:o,,::1er,; 

Copy:.): 
Fi:~c ek·c1~onica'.ly to th~ h:~k:~a! Energy Rc!;11li1~01y· Co!nini:-.si011 
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Lipper Pcnninsula Power Company Au Train (FERC NO. 10856) 
I .AND SAL.I'S CoNSl 'I.TAI ION DoCL.'Mf-N rs 

Allachment 35 
27 August 2006 

PHIi.iC CO\I\IE:-;Ts FR0.\1 "IA:,,;cy WARREN 
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pper l'cninsul,1 !'uhhc .-\cccss ( ·0C1litiu,1 
I' 0 !lox I 02 

Ul'l'CO Fil\ 1ro1u11cntcli S1udic, 
c "Jclllcl 1\-'ulfc 
1'0 llll.X I .,O 
I lrn1~luon. \11 -1'J<.J:i I 

h,c·n. \II -1'!'!2:" 
W\\ W.U[)pac.COlll 

<.JOI> ')XX-2Xl)2 
.-\uµust 27. 200/, 

The: Uppl'r Pc11in-;11ia Public .-\cccs:,.; Coalition is a n,lunlLTJ" uq2;11111atiu11 that \\as fnr111cd 
January 21lllh. in response lo the proposed sale ur 7.HJO «ere, uf l 11'!'( ·o lands 
surround111g six ljpper Pcnin:-.ula tlowagcs to \:atcrr~1 I .~111d. a dc\·clup111cnt company. 
< )u:· prim~iry concern i:-. th ... · impal·I uf l :PP( ·c rs prnpo;",cd 1ll,11 pru_1t..xl tis ... ·-. of the pro_1c,:t 
Ian.I:-.. To date. \\C llJ\ l' t!athcrcd o\CT I ~00 :--1µ11~1turc., r ... ·qu ... ·st111~ th,11 the 1-cdrral h11. .. ·rs.:•: 
Rc;!ubtory ( ·ummission order the prcparat ion of a 11c\\ ;111d l.'0111prch1,_•nsivc 
Cll\ ironm.:.·nt~li imp~1ct -.,tud~-

\\"( h~1\·c re~1J the e11\·1r1llllllL'lllal <hsesslllL'llls for th ... · Bond. \"i, .. :tor1~1 ~rnd Prickett 
1mpot111dmcnh th,11 ,\·erL' u>11Juctcd h:,. 1-:-PRO F11gi11cL'r111t! l\: l:11\·iru11111L'llt~il ( ·011sulti·1i· 
atH ha\·l· "L'\"eral concenh 

• 1:rum the ul)\ llHl'- u111i..;sHl11:--. and ckr1c,il 1 .. .'rror'i. 11 se;...'llh clc~ll" thl· l"l'pPrh \\ i..'fl' 
co111plc1,d in liastc· For namplc. lhc \1iddlc llranch t>I' :he ( lnl<>n'1;'.llll Rl\·cr. « 
l'fi..'lllier trout 'ilrca111 and part of the Federal I:· dc..;i~:11~11 .. :d \\ ild ;nu! Sc ... ·11ic R1\;.:r 
S~·sti,..:m \\~1-; 1\.:li..·1TL'd 10 ~1--. "Interior c·rl'L'k ... 

• _,\ \\~1k·rfall. pl1pubr !l1r 1t, renc~1tio11~1' and ac:--thctli.: ,:1li1c:-.. \\·as 111iss1.,•d ,._•ntir ... ·l: 1,,. 
the l·-Pl{C > team. \\ h1...·n qt1cstioncd ~1huut !Ill' l~11linc ~11 dl1cu111c11t the presence nf 
:-.potted k11~1pwccd. illllll'Y:-.11ckk ~md ni..;t:· tra:·li'.--h. nn:1 11.ili\L' i11,-~1St\·e spt.·L·i1...·s 
k11P\\·11 hl n .. 1:--.t at Bn11d Hln\·;1!-!L', the l·.-PRO rcprl·sc111;1t1\·1...· --.t~lled 1t \\as because 
these :--.peL·1c:..; arc too common 

.-\c,.-ord111g to the l PPl ·cl duculllL'llt dJted -l IX 0(1 "Sl\1pc llt" s ... ·n tl·L•:--". th1..· .-\~,;.·11cic--. 
r.:q:1e:-.tcd that I PP( ·o m~1p and identify "a;..•sthdic r;..•:.:uurn::--. (~n1..·~i--. tu hl' cP11sidcrcd :n 
h<I\L' hi.eh \·alt1L·):·· and dc,t:rih1..· "wh~· thl':--l' ~1r ... ·as h~1,c· higl1 ~1c:--thct1L· -.aluc ~11ul \\"hP 
\~1l.1L':-- th...' acsth...'til rc:--0L11L·cs" l"hi:-. \\as a :-lated oh_1cL·t1\1..' tif 1hc :.:!udy Yd. ['.-PR<) 
nc\ l'I" :,;poke to 01ll: acwal u--.er: lislll'nnan. hunter. l\11llpcr. paddler. hird \\-~1tcl1L·r. 
plL"llrkL·r. touri-.;t. !o ~J:--(1...'1"1~1111 tir--.; hand: "\\"ho \-~dues !hc,t· 1";..':--Pllrl·c-; a11d \\ li:··1" 
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The assessments, completed in just a mailer of days. captured only a snapshot o\Tr\'iew 
or some of the natural features and resources of the project lands and waters of the 
impoundments. 

UPPCO recently sent lcllcrs to Interior Township residents speculating about increased 
tax revenues to the township and county if their proposed non-project uses of project 
lands arc approved. This data was also distnhuted at the puhlic meetmgs giving the 
impression these increased revenues would he net gains. without allowing puhlic 
questions or discussion or increased cost of services. We believe this is inappropriate and 
an allcmpt to mislead the public. 

l)l'l'CO is ancmpting to solicit local support for private docks, piers and trails on the 
project lands, without addressing the ncgati\'c impacts of these uses on the project lands. 
Not only aesthetics but fishing. waterfowl hunting, hiking, hirdwatching, animal trackini;. 
camping and other fonns of recreation will he 1111pacted hy non-project uses of project 
lands. !',one of this was addressed by these studies. 

We hclicvc the assessments for these impoundments should include the environmental 
impacts of the proposed action and alternatives. We urge fERC to force Ul't'CO to 
follow the section 5.4 handbook process and initiate a new and comprehensive 
environmental impact study - one that incorporates seasonal hahits of birds and wildlife. 
recreational uses, aesthetic values and the impacts of the proposed non-project use of the 
project lands. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Smcercly. 

Nancy Warren 
Upper Peninsula l'uhlic Access Coalition 

Copy to: 
Filed electronically with FERC 
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t:pp~r 1'~111111isula l'ow~r Company - Au Tram (l·TRC :--;o. I 0X.'-6) 
I. \ '\ll S.-\1.rS ('o,Sl I.T.-\11()\ I)()( I '\II , is; 

A11ad1111,•111 .U, 
2H August 2006 

CO\IBl'Ell .-\<;E,<Y CO\I\IE:',TS O'I llil-\lT lhl'OllTS 
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Michigan Hydro 
Relicensing Coalition 

Shawn I'uzcn 
t:pper Peninsula Power Company 
I' 0. Box 19001 
(ireen Bay, WI 54107-9002 

August 28, 2006 

RE: Rcsonrt:°I..' agency comments on draft environmental basdinc assessments for non-project 
use orproJcct lands (Ff.RC Project f\umbers 1864. 1085,J, 2506, 2402, and 10856) 

Dear l\lr. Put.en: 

Please Iind enclosed combined comments rrom the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 
(j_S_ Forest Sen-ice (lliawatha and Ottawa National Forests). National Park Service, L.S. 1-ish 
and Wildlife Sen·icc, \1ichigan I lydro Relicensing Coalition and Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community (Resource Agencies) on the e1n-ironmcntal baseline assessments conducted by l'-
I'RO Enginecrmg and Lnviron111ental Consultmg. These studies were conducted to map and 
as~css important natural resource features on several Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(!TRC) ltydroelcctric basins (ITRC Project Nos. IX64. 108.'4, 2506, 1402, allll 10X56). 

These comments arc provided by the Resource Agencies in consultation with Cppcr Peninsula 
I'owcr Company (UPPCOJ as part or the FERC Shoreline \1anagcrncnt Planning process. The 
o,·erarching goal or the agencies in this process is to assure that any non-project use or project 
lands docs not compromise the integrity or the licenses in place. 

We haw rc,·icwcd the drati studies for recreation. wildlife. loon and aesthetic resources and ha,·c 
enclosed our comments on the studies for each basin. The Resource Agencies arc not involved 
in every prnjcct. therefore, we arc pro,iding Table I (attached) to clarify which agcnctc·s arc 
in,·oh·cd at each basin. 
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Cener,11 Comments 

\\'e rL'Ull1111lC!ld that lJPPCO not ic.kntit)' these -.tudics as ·•1-:nvironmcntal .-\ssessn1,._·nts.·· 
Fl1\·iro'.llllL'lllal Assessment (I·.:\) hzh a specific lllL\llling under the \;atio11al E11\·ironnh.:11tai 
l'olicy .•\ct ('.1-.l'A). These assessments c.Jo not meet the rcqu11c111e11ts of,m 1-. .-\ "' dcti11ed 11ndn 
~Fl'.-\ In /!encral. an l.:A mcludcs brief discussions of the following: the need li1r the proJ"""'· 
an a11a: ysis of a ltcrnativcs, environmental imp~1ch of the altcr11~1ti\·cs. and .i listing of agcnnL·..., 
and pc• s,ms consulted. FER(· "ill likely he completing ,111 FA as part or rc,ic\\ 111g and 
appro,·,ng a Shorcli11c '\1anagcmcnt Plan (S\·IP). 111 order to rs·duc·,· contiision re/!cmlin/! the 
purpos,_• of the studies liy F-PRO. we suggest that the stt1d1L'" he rcfL·rrcd to as ··r:11\·iromm.··1t.il 
H~1scli11c .-\:-.scssmcnts." 

·1·hL' ..;t1nly results de> pro\·iLh: an overview of some <lfth1..· rcSllllrces <1t·cacl1 tlllwagc ,111ll 
:-.11no1111ding project lanc.J. This information h(1s impro\·ed om 11rnlcrstand111g of the lucalHlll and 
extent .1fi111portant L'n\·ironmental features at ._·ach b~1sin. The infor111atio11. howen~r. is limik'd 1n 
,cnpc ,:s 11 "'"' gc,thercd during a brief period dming 1-.ICJy ,111d .lune ::'00/, The rcli'1hilit, of the 
data u:lk·cted is also qucstiont1lilc since st,111dard protocnls. a:- s11ggest1..·d hy the r1..·sotircc 
;1gL·nci1:s. were not utilized for some resources (raptors. s11hstratc 111~1pping. etc.) Other rL'Sllllffl.'...,. 
st1ch a:-- old growth. hemlock. and oak st~mds wen: not identified and therefore the sttulic.-. .11\: 1101 
usef11l n identifying thesL' i111pnrta11l hahital ti.:~1turcs ThL·si...· c,1\ c,,ts ,,·ill 11L·ed tu he <·011si<krcd 
a:-. the S~IP is dc,·elopcd. 

\\"i...• apprL·c1ate the npportumly lo pnn-i<lc tliese com111c111s. lf:< 1 11 ha,c any qne:-.tion:-. ;1hrn:: lll!:-. 
math.:r. pkasc cnnlacl any of th1..· ::-i~nnwrics he low ,11 the phone 1111mh1..·r:-. pn)\ ilkd 

.lcssic,1 \li:-.t~1k 
Sernor 1:1:-.hL·rics Biolo~i:-;l 
\licl1i~J11 lkp~1rt111c1ll llf~:llllral RL·...,nur1..·c..., 
I <JO/, I : 1')- Ii, 11 e.,t. .HI~ 

,(1r111;1,1 ~ass 
Di:-.triL· R:111gL·r 
t ·.s. h1r1..·st s--•n 1cc: (Hta,\ ;1 ,anon~1l Forc-..l 
1'J0<,1.'.'~-.J:i.'I e,1 I.J 
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Mike Lanasa 
Ecosystems Team Leader 
U.S. Forest Service: Hiawatha National Forest 
(906) 789-3379 

Christie M. Deloria 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
1;.s. fish and Wildlife SerYicc; lJppcr Peninsula Suh-Office 
(906) 226-1240 

Wt11ia111 lkcphousc 
- Michigan I lyclro Relicensing Coalition 

(906) 482-6607 

-

Cienc Mensch 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Commumty, 'Jatural Resources Department 
(906) 524-5757 ext 12 

Angela M. Tomes 
Regional hydropowcr coordinator 
l\ational Park Scn·ice 

8-28-2006 <150 A\1 
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Combined Agency Comments 

On 

Environmental Baseline Studies 

for 

Bond Falls, Victoria, Prickett, Cataract, Boney Falls, and 
AuTrain basins. 

Unless otherwise noted the comments below apply to all hasins. "Agencies" arc Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service (Ottawa and 
Hiawatha National Forests), Michigan I lydro Relicensing Coalition, t\ational Park Service, and 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community. 

Study Overview 
Impoundments 

• For many of these impoundments the reservoir target elevation or minimum dcvations 
varies. Because of this we propose the minimum pond elevation that could he 
experienced during the boating season he utilized to conservatively estimate surface area 
and shoreline. ~--

Ilasin t\amc 
llond Falls 

Rccomm~nded Elevation· -
1469.9 NGVD (1.ni.nimum elevation 

___ __,_<luring hoating season) . .. 
Victoria 
Cataract .:_ __ _ 
Boncv Falls 
Au Train 

Recreation Resources 
Introduction 

--~-

905 feet Mean Sea I.eve! ·---· ···-- -I 
I, I Tl.5 \1can Sea Level ___ · 
906.17 lJS(iS Datum 
772 ft local datum 

• Michigan llydro Relicensing CoalitioniRiver Alliance of Wisconsin (\11 IRC,RA \V) and 
National Park Sen-ice should he included in the list of agencies and NGO's 

Existing Recreation Facilities 
• At the basins many informal recreation sites were idcntllicd; most hasins had a much 

higher numhcr of informal recreation sites compared to formal recreation sites. Please 
clarify whether lJPl'CO plans to keep the informal sites open for puhlic use or if these 
sites will be closed. 

X·2X.'200h <J:50 A\1 
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• The Recreation Plan docs 1101 J1scu.ss any nc~trhy forlllal nr i11fonnal trail-;. The..,,,_. 
lcatures should he incl11ded :ind mapped. 

• (AuTrain. BunL·y· t·aib. Prickett) The Recreation Plan docs not disc1i:-s ~111: hank fi.,]1i11µ. 
sites. These lcaturcs ,hould he induded and marred. 

• hH· all nfthc sites a rdatin~ mc,1surc of compaction was pru\·ickd t]o\\" \\·as cn11l]"".tL·tio11 
lllL'asun~d or oh:-,,CT\'cd'.' 

• There arc many other forms c11" n:cn:a1io11 on lhcsc tlowa~cs th,11 do nol 1nn1h-c dirL·ct llSL' 

of recreation sites identified and in\·L·ntoricd. Fishing. waterfowl lrnntinµ. h1kinµ. 
hin.lwatching. canoeing kayaking, and other forms of n:cn:ation nccur on ~ind aro1111d 
thL'SC tlnwagcs. lhcs, .. : acti\·itics could be impactL·d h~· mm-project use ufprojcc\ I.ind;>, 
The impacl or non-project use ofpro_icct land on thc...:.c rccrc,1tio11al .icli\"llit.:s m1ht lk· 
,rnalyzcJ. 

• (Hond !'alls) Sill' R-1 is Jescribed as a liirmal hrnt launch,ng. pirnick111)!. camrrn).!. ,rnJ 
hank fishing site. There is 011c nearby campsite ('.\o. 11 I. hut no p1c111ckin).! or hank 
lishing facilities arc ;.1,·ailahle her"-' Additional]~·. two formal hoat launching site:- ~ire 
11oted. The seL·01H.l -.it"-· ( R-1 X) is li . ...:.tl·d on paµc ~-flJ as ~111 i11!i..lT11lal siic. Please dari h 
\\·hether these sill's arc formal or informal. 

• (l3onJ Falls) The I'.' lllfi.rnnal recreation frtcilities on ~tap 2-1 ,111d de..;,cription ~!l"l.' 
conru,ing. For9orth,·sc,ill's(R-l. -;_ '!, I0.11.1:?. 1.1. 1,_and ICJ)you,rccificall, 
1101"-· ··no "-·rusion" at the :-ill.'. 1 !o,,·e, er. under 2.~ __ ; .-\fl':ts \;ot Condta:i,·e to 
Ret.:rcation,il f)"-·,·"-·lopmi.:111. ~-ou state that "field l'l"L'\\ s ohscrvcJ eroded hank, 111 I"' 
d1ffrrcnt areas around the lake." Do these I) areas i11clt1dc the rccrca1irn1 ;>,it"-·<' Pl..·;i-.;l· 
m,1p tlll'Sl.' sites '.'-.O th~,t the location pf the rccre.11ion site-. .ind ero ... H1n site-.; i.lTl.' -.;ho,,.11 
tPµcther. 

• (Hund l·alf-.;J lksi.:rip11011s ol'thl.' 111fom1,1l sites 1101L· 1hat the _..;Ill.' "appc~ir:-- IP h"-· 
~1s:-.oc1~1ted", "may h"-· ~1-.;-.oci.1k•d". or "is associ,1tcd" ,,·ith a formal carnp:-.i~"-·· I h1,, 1,-~i-. 

th"-· r"-·latin11-.hip h"-'t\\l'l'~l camp-.n-.· ~rnd 1nform,1l an.-.1s determined•) 111 our ohsena~1P11-... 
111,111~ of the 111form,t1 ,,tc..;, i.ll"l.' l'll1...,"-·I~ i.l'.'-i'.'oci,ttl'd with ti.1nnal ca111p:-.1tc:-.. 

• lPr1ck"-·tt) Th"-· :\!1cliiga11 R-.·n"-·,1\1onal Ho,1t1n~ lnti.nm~1t1u11 System dir"-'"-·tpry (i.l\·ail,1hk· 
from ~1ichigan.go,· dnr ''"-'h.,itl') list-. Prickett Dam H~1ck,,,1tcrs -.it..: ~is ha\"111g ,11xnkins 
arc.i ti.)r t c,1r tr~11kr 111111-.. Ph.\ISl' c01Tcct this mti.nm.111011 !"or ...;itL· R-.::! nil pag"-· :-_; ,rnd 
mak..: the nerc,s,1r~· l·,tlctlli.1!10:1 corrl'Ct1011:-. 111 scrt1011 : .. 1. .. L1kL· l . ..;,"-· 1~.i~c on paJ~"-· ~--' 

• .-\ dcs"--ript1011 llf ,1,·"-•rage rccrcat inn;d 11sc of the c,1mp).!TOt111d .... i.h wdl as rn1rpo,c Pl 
r~1mp1~ro1111C!, i:-:it. ...;hould he 111cludcd. 

• Include ,1 Ji.:scnptio11 pf llll\\ till.· l.'.\is1111µ rcLTL\1t1011~d u:-- ... · ma~· hl· ~1'l1:l"! ... ·d hy prPpl•;'>,:d 
nun-pro_icL·t the of (1Tll_lL'L·t Ii.incl 

x 2X 2110<> <J:-;o ,\\! 



Unofficial FERG-Generated PDF of 20071205-0142 Received by FERC OSEC 11/29/2007 in Docket#: P-10856-000 

-

-

-

Additional Recreation Observations 
• It should be noted that Michigan Department or Natural Resources staff have observed 

increased use of the has ins during waterfowl huming season (September through 
l'io,cmber) and durmg deer hunting season (October through December). This increased 
use is not captured in the short time frame or visits in May and June. 

• Please note the days of the week and duration of visits to the impoundments. Boating 
observations may have missed users who were out in the early morning or evening. Also 
weekend days may have more usage :md may not have hccn captured durini; the study. 

• A description on how proposed non-project uses of project land will impact recreation. 
includmg hunting. should be included. 

• A thorough description of recreational use hy anglers, hunters, and trappers should he 
included. 

• Passive r~crcational use, such as mushroom and hcrry picking or hird watching, should 
be described. 

Areas not Conducive to Recreation De,·clopment. 
• The use of the phrase ·•natural wave action'' is misleading, since the effects of wavc 

action on these tlowagcs is magni ficd hy the arti licial manipulation of water levels. 
which docs not allow ,·cgetation to become established in shoreline areas, thus making 
many areas more prone to erosion from wave action than they would normally he on a 
natural lake. 

• A discussion or site conditions not conducive to the development of dock strncturcs and 
marinas including shallow water areas that limit ingress and egress to the shore. wetlands. 
and other sensitive areas should be included. In addition, a map of shoreline site 
conditions not conducive to the development or dock structures or marinas should he 
included. According to Wagner ( ll/l/1 )1

• shallow areas of lakes (e.g., less than 'i ket) arc 
most tikdy to cxhihit negative impacts associated with hoating. These impacts indudc 
sediment re-suspension. reduced water quality, and reduced habitat for aquatic and 
terrestrial species. 

• (Prickett, Victoria) Please provide a detailed topographic map to help visualize the steep 
bank areas around the reservoir. 

• (Uond Falls) For the various sites described, the causes for any erosion observed arc 
stated (human nsc, natural wave action. etc). This is somewhat speculative, and it would 
he more appropriate to rercr to the Uond Falls Erosion Control Plan (and subsequent 
contractor report) for infom1ation on prohahlc causes or erosion at each site. 

1 \V,i);!ncr. 1' J. 1991. r\s"essin)!. nnp<Kts of mo1ori1cd walercran on lakes: J-;s11cs and r)(:n.:i:ptJOns. P.iJ.!1.·~ ?/-(J.~ 111 

Pmcccc.lmg:- of ,1 !\ at1onal ( ·(lJlfrJ cnc1.· on h1hanc 111~~ the ~t,1ll'S · I .ake \1.m:lf.!Clllenr J>ro).!ram,. '\or1lie,1"il1.·m 111 mu 1, 
Pl.inn ill!' ( ·ollllllisSIOll 

7 
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Boat in 2, ( ·arrying Capacit~' 
• :\ n important step i11 lktermining accL·ptahlc ho<1tin~ densities a11d desired types llf \\ ~IIL'T-

hascd recreational llSL' is laL·king: developing a •·desired condil10n .. for the reservoir-.. 
The tksir1.;d condit1011 derails the s1.;tting ~md type ofr1.;crcatio111.;xpcricnccs desired 
ThL'TL' me ~,cccptcd 111L·tllods for lkvclopi11g the desired conditio11, s11ch as \V,1tcr 
Rccrc:11iou Opportunity Spcctrnlll (\\'ROS). WROS helps determine the niche or a 
p..1r1icular w,11cr body 111 the region. \Vithout <lctl.:nnining the de.-;ired condition. 
calculati11~ possihlc 11u111hers ofhoats 011 ,1 water hody i.:lcks 111c~111111~ a11d co11tc.xt. :\nv 
nurnher (or range or nurnhcrs) that ,s amwd at. an<l ,mv spcc1lic \\:llcrcrah type. n-a, 01 
m;.1y not fit\\ ith the lk-;m.:d condition. The Forest S:.:n·icc c..111 pro\·idc more inform;1tion 
on tile use of\\ ROS rm de, eluping a desired condition for particular basins. 

• Lscr perception:,, or acccptahk boating density in simil.ir sett mg..; <HI! m1s:,;i11g frnm :he 
disrnssion (this is p'1rt of\\'ROS process described ahm e) 

• :\ discussion 011 the tyre or\,~llcrcraft commonl~· used on the impound111c11111ccds ~o hi...· 
1ncludcd. 

• ThL· density L'Stimati...·:-. do not lakL' into account potential for im:n .. ·~1sL·d public usi..: of thi..: 
hasi11 an<l associated 1·acilities over the term ol° the rERC licc11sc. 

• Tlic "Rccrcatio11al Rc:-:ourcc.., .. map Orn.:-; not inclmk co11strni11ts Io rccrcatio11al 
de, clopmcnt ( e.g .. docks and marinas) such as shalhrn water areas. areas or ,u1uat1. 
\·1...TCUll 1011. ~111d \\ ct land-.. 

l sahlc Lake Surface Arca 
• Pk·asc clarify tllL' i...·k·,·ation of"full pond". \Vi...· Sllt!gc'-1 Il7L' minim11111 pond ch.•,;t11l 11 

durint~ the Oj)L'll ,, ;1ti..:r hnating -;i...•a:,;011 he 11tili1cd to provide ;.i co11..;i...·n·~1ti\·i...· L·,:im~1t,: ~i...·:...· 
c0111111i...·11t ll1Hkr "St11d~· ( h·i...·n·1i...·w· lmpound111c11ts" ~1'10\-..._' 

• (:\u I rai11) ThL· snutlli...·rn portion. or appro.\i111atl'i\ I ~. oft lie h~1sin 1:-. i...·01i:-;uh.·1"1..'d ;1 
wild!Jk· rcfllSL' and 1s closl'd ll 1r oY,.:r 2 months of the ~car. ·1 his ni...·cd:-- IP he l~1kc1 ~111(1 
..iccounl when (:ilu1bt1n;.! !hi..· tisc;.1hk· l;1ki...· --tirf..tcc ari...·~1. 

Boati11!~ l)c11:-.ity 
• Sine...· thi:,; SL'1.:tio11 1s h;1-,i...·d larµ,:ly upPn Boating ( ·,1rry111g ( ·apa(it~· as dctcn11in1..·d I-~ :h,: 

pri...'\ ious :-.cction. and sinci...· tl1i...·rc ~nc :-.i...·r1<Hh LJLH,:stin11s ~1hot1t !hi..· 1Ih:tl1odnlogy 1i-;i...·d l1' 

1..·stim~1tc Boa tint! ( ·arr~ inµ ( ·~1pacity ('.-,i...'1..' comments aho\ c ). thi...· r~tll.!:!l' of ho.it 1111mh.:1, 
~1rri\cd at. and the !Jpi...· or\\at;..•rcrart. has no mca11i11t! llr rn111L'.\I :\sain. a "dcs1ri...·c 
condition ... ddadi11µ tilL' :-.L'll111g and t~ pl':-. of dl'slrL·<l ri...·crcat1011,d L'\111..'rll'll(l..'s. th: ... ·d, lP 11,,: 

d ... ·tcrminl'd hi...·ror~ making cakula1101b 0L.1(ci...·ptahk huatinµ dcn-.it11..·:-. ~111d ~\pi..·-. P'. 

\\ ~lll'fff~I I':. 
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• User perceptions of acceptable boating density at the tlowages, or in similar sen in gs arc 
missing from the discussion. No interviews were conducted with boaters on this tlowage 
to help dctennine acceptahlc boating densities. 

• Information on the type of watcrcrati actually used on the impoundments should have 
been provided, rather than speculating as to what types of hoats:motors represent the 
"most likely" users. 

• The studies relcrcnced (in tahlc 2-1 for Uond Falls) may not he relevant 10 the discussion, 
depending on user perceptions in those areas and their history. {jsing an average or the 
ligurcs obtained from these studies, is probably overly simplistic and not appropriate for 
determining appropriate hoatcr densities for this tlowagc. 

• Please include a note in the study that the Resource Agencies and Ll'l'CO, while team 
evaluating impacts to project resources, will need to agree in the Shoreline Management 
Plan upon an acceptable boating density standard. 

• Please note that lishing hoats (and hoats used lor waterfowl hunting) olien have motors 
greater than 25 I IP. 

• (Prickett) The analysis should take into account the presence of stumps and floating snags 
in this tlowagc. which arc abundant and which arc one of the major "defining 
characteristics" or this tlowage (p. 5- 7). These stumps and snags arc one or the main 
features that anract fishermen to the llowagc, and fishing is the dominant recreational use 
at this tune (p. 5-10). 

Conclusions 
• ( l'ricken) The presence or stmnps and floating snags, and the ways these features shape 

the current recreational use of Pricken Flowagc, needs to he included in the analysis. 
This would logically be pan of the WROS assessment discussed aho,·e. 

Wildlife and Aquatic Habitat 
Study Ohjectives 

• The main ohjcctl\·cs of the Wildlife and Aquatic I tahitat study should he clarified to 
rcllcct the objectives listed in the Scope or Services: 1) gather all readily obtainahlc, 
existing information on wildlilc and aquatic hahitat/spccies associated with the suhjcct 
impoundments and project lands, 2) conduct licld work to verity the presence and 
condition orcxistmg data, 3) map and document (on a hroad-scale) new occurrences or 
hahitat and species of interest ohscrYcd during the field work effort, and 4) use these data 
to dc,-clop natural resource constraint maps/databases for each 1111pm111dment. 

• In addition to possible nesting platforms, potential nesting sites should also he included in 
the list or study ohjcetives. 

• (iray wolf and gm~- wolf habitat should he included in the list of study items. 

() 
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l\c:,rshorl' Aquatic I hihitat 
• Fishcrit:" ;1sscssmcnt-; \\Crc either lacking or were 111corr:..-ct l11formatio11 011 the c11rrL'lll 

status of the fish community should he mclude,l. 

• The presence and di:--trihution of littoral fisheries lwhitat such :1.-; gr:1,·l'I lenses. \HlPdy 

structure. a11d aquatic \·cgct;ition is dc'.-icribcd in general tcrrn~ wilhin the asscssmc-111~. 
ThL· as~cssmc11ts i11dicatc that hahitat conditions were dou1mcnk·d 11s1nµ (i!S-hascd licld 
mars and (iPS. holl'c,cr the d:na disrlayed withm the assessments ,,·as not snc srcctlic. 
Further detail or srecilie h:1bitat tyres ll'ith (iPS mapping :1spects will he ncccss:in ,r:,nv 
hahitat alteration proposals arc entertamcd. l he dat:1 displ:1, ed ,,·11hm the assessments 
lacks spccilicity that \\(HIid allow for determining the impact ;my proposzds scckini! 
shoreline altcrat101,-;. dock 1.:onstructio11. or \\·ood~· hahit;1t rna11ipulatio11. 

• (Bond Falls) PkasL' pro\·idc a 111ap showinµ thl' loc:ation for th~ phnto in Fig11rc .1-1. 

• (.-\uTrnin) Plc:1,c cl:ml\· 1111cn1 of the third sentence m the first par:i~raph under .L'.1. 

lla'd l:aglc. ( ircat Ulu,· I kron. and Osprey '.\est in;; 
• Include intl>rma11011 011 tlh.· typical altitude aho\·c grnund k\·i..·l ;11 \\ hich the hc\icnptc, 

was llown. as \\l'II ;i-; the separation hetwcen transects. 

• (Bond F;dls) The information obtained (1\.'. cxistencL· of:-,,11itahk h;1ld eagk nc:-.I 11\ .. ';.:s 1111 
the largL' penin:-;ula along the eastern ~horc) i:- nt:w inl"ormation ,111d need.., to he 
considcrl'd in rd°crl'lh..:L' to lhl' ne\\ campground t111i1 pl.mncd for th.it pe11111s11la 

• (Bo11d 1:alls) .-\ disc11ssio11 of whether an: natt1ral :-.u1tahl...· o:-.prL'_\ t!.L\ .. ':-,, ct1rrl·ntl: L'\i\t 111 
or ;nound th.: llo\\ ;1gL· j.._ m1s-.;ing 

• (Prickett) lt i.._ unck;ir \\·h;,: ,,:rit..-ri,1 WL'l"t: u-;ed to e\·,ilu;JIL: ne ... tin:---1 h.ihitat potL·11tial 1·01 
µr .. ·at hltlL' lieru:i. ·1 l1L· LnµL' "ct land compk-' .it till' -;011:h L'lHl 01· tliL· llo\\·;1~~l' \\"lllild 
;1p]1L'ar to riro\ Hh.: ~nod liahitat i11 genera 1 for hL'l\111 . ...; ( and lh.'HJ:h \\ ;..'l'L' oh:-.cn L'd th1 . .'l"L'). 
_\·.,__·1 the st.ik·ment is 111;1l.k Ip. >-~) that thL'rL· 1s ;1 ··Jack of ...;uit;1hk 11a:11ral 11esti11g h;1h1L1t 
for grL·;1t hltlL' hL·ron ·· I h:rons ;1rL· coltH1ial llL':-.l'-'r:-,, ;111d \\ ill 11~1lilL' a\\ Hk ranµL' of ll"L'L' 
:-.pccic:-. .ind tf"L'L' :-,,J/L'..., for thL'll" ne-,t.._ (.•\tl;i...; of Breedinµ H1nl-, of \l1ch1g;m, !t)t)]). -..lJ 11 h 
1111clear wh_\· thcrl' 1:-,, a lack of 11L·stillt! h;1hit.it. 

• (\"1ctPria) It i:-; conclud,:d tlwt '"nn q1itahk 11;1tural ncs1111µ l1.ihiL1: wa...; lJhsL·ncd"' flir 
osprey:-.. pll'..1:-,,c dc1·111 ... · Sllltahlc o...;prcy nc:---ting hah11,11. 

\\,atertm,·J ,ind S,11rdl11ll ( ·ra11c 
• .-\ccord1ng to the .\11ch1san .-\11dt1ho11 S(1c1cty ~. LT<llli..':-- .111.: llP! dq1L·11<.knt un usi11:--: 

traditional hog" \\·i~h "pha!--!lllllll ;ind k,1tht:ril';1!" tl,r neqinµ ;111d often lhe ..,mailer\\ ._·tLrnd-. 

Ill 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

with a greater variety of vegetative cover types. Therefore it is not correct to conclude 
that there is no crane nesting habitat on project lands around the flowagc. 

Although evidence of waterfowl and sandhill crane nesting was limited during the 
assessments, the large number of gos lings, ducklings, and juvenile sandhill cranes 
indicate that nearby nesting locations arc present. 

These sun·cys were conducted at the wrong time of year to accurately reflect migratory 
wildlife usage. 

(Prickett) The wry hricfperiod ofohscn-ation for wildlifi: on this tlowaµc (2 days in 
June) must be considered when rcvicwinµ the data ohtaincd. For example, we have 
oh served several different species of waterfowl on Prickett tlowaµc over the years 
(including mallards, hlack ducks, wood ducks, etc.), yet the hricfvisit rc,·calcd only one 
waterfowl species: common merganser. \Ve would consider the infom1ation pnl\·idcd in 
this report anecdotal. 

(AuTrain) Please clarify the intent of the last sentence of the last paragraph under 3.2.3 . 

Wetlands and Siµniticant Upland llahitats 
• Documentation of the prominent plant species in each wetland co,·cr type and 

documentation of the hydrological condition of the wetlands including extent of 
inundation and general water depths is missing. 

• (Bond Falls) On 3- 7 it states that sandhar willow along the slmrelinc is typically tloodcd. 
providing excellent hahitat for wildlik. This may be true in May, hut hy July, this hahitat 
is gone, as water lcvds arc generally much lower an<l for bchn\· this \·cgctation. 

• (Bond Falls) On p. 3-9 it states that ... "no other unique or significant upland hahitat was 
ohscrvcd at Bon<l Falls". This is somewhat mish:ading, since sun·cys were not conducted 
for some upland hahitat types recommended hy the agencies (stands with old growth 
characteristics or stands with hcmlock1\vhitc pini: compom.:nt). 

• (J>rickctt) The sizcahlc cedar/yellow hircll'hcmlock wetland and the stand of mature 
hemlock is an important forest component that was noted in the study. Were these areas 
iclenti ficd from a hoat or examined on shore'' 

• ( Victoria) There is no discussion of Siµnificant l!pland I lahitats. Were any project lands 
surveyed for siµnificant upland hahitats'' 

Wood Turtles 
• (Bond Falls) There appears to he an error in this section; Interior Creek docs not empty 

into l.lond Flowagc, hut rather into the M. Branch of the Ontonagon River. some distance 
south of the flowagc. The location for the wood turtle ohscrvation should prcsumahly he 
where the M. Branch flows into the impo11ndment. 

x,2x.2001, '!:5o A~t 11 
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• (!fond Falls) We arc "1miliar with the area .1ro1111<I "here tl1c \1. llrnnch flows 11110 the 
impoundmclll, and the area with the most potential for wood tunic ncstmg 1s on th,· 
steeper sandy hanks along the cast side of this 11;.1rrO\\. ha~·- 1101 the wc.,;t si<ll'., as bhckd 111 

the figure. The angle of slopl', sparsity of \Tgcwtion. an<l greater exposure to the ~1111 011 
the ca.sl sid,· o!'this lx1\' would likely he preferred h1 1100<.I turtles for nesting. 

• (\.ictoria) Please cl.1ri!'y whether the south or southeast focmg slopes that were ide111ilicd 
as possihlc wooJ turtk nesting lrnhitat were l'11cL·kcd 011-tht·-µround for c\·idcnce of use 
hy nc..,ting wood turtks or ju~t ohsn\ cd from a distaJll'L'. 

\\'oodl1nd Raptnr '-Jesting 
• It is not clear\\ hat di~tancc i11tt·rv~1] was used to sample for \Hmdland r~1ptor:,;, and how 

much of this sun ey w,h conducted while on land. ,wsus from a hn,11. Also. please 
pnn·idc time of day the woodbnd raptor sun·c~·" were conductnl. 

• The search protOUll to detect woodland raptor:- ~rnd tlll'ir nests is i11suflicicnt ~md poorly 
timed to '1Cl'llfatcly determi1w their presence (raptor sur,cys should occur hctwcen April 
15 and 10) . .-\ddit1011al raptor surnys should he condm·tcd, as well as surveys ofr'1ptor 
nc:-.ts in ahsL'lln: of li.lliaµc. lll ~1cc11ratcly dctl'rminc raptt11· prcsc1ll'c. 

\\ ild Rice Suncys .1nd Po"iblc Restoration 
• Although gr~11ing hy ("anada gcL'SC can impact wild rice beds. lLS. Fore<.;! Scn·icc 

(LSFS) h:is restored" lid rice hcds on other \\'1tcr bodies mthin the Onawa ~a11on'1I 
Forest \\·here gccsL' :irL' rL·lati\ cly ahu11da11t. The l :si:s h,1.._ not had to employ gcc:-.e 
c~cln~ion mdhods 111 those ;.nca~. Therefore.\\ L' sugµL·~t rc .. ·pl~1ci11g the \H1nl "likL·ly" ,,·1th 
"possihlc." 

Prescnn.: of '\ui ..... ;lllcL' Spl'Cll'" 
• !'he cunclu~iPll that or~1nge h~nYk\,·eed i:-. \\ idl'I~· 

confu:-.ing ~111d 1H.'L'ds l"laritic..itio11 
distrihtlll'd ,·L·t l'L'bt1\·ch· 1111L·o11111wn I" . . 

• l{LTd \.·~111~ir~ gr:1s., h t:·p1call: vnnsidered a non-1w:1,·L· 111,-~1s1\·L· "PLTJC" in tl11s ~irL·~1. \\ ll\· 
1:-, it not co11:-.Hk-rL'd ~1 11111:-,~111L·L· spcL-iL'S i11 this ,t11d:··1 

• It is 1101 L'IL-;1r \\liL·thL·r ;111: :-.a11q1li11µ \\i.1:-. dot1L' tll dL'lL'i..'t ~1q11~1ttl· i11\~1:-.i,·l· 11lant spLTi1...·..., 
:-.lll"ll ~1:-, Lur,1:--1a11 \\~IIL'l'lllilli.1il ;.11HI curly-lcafpornh\L'Cd. ·1 liL':-.L· ~11ul othL·r 111\asi\·c pla:1: 
"pccic" could c<.hily he m1s,l·d 1f tile only surYcy-; pl·rti.1rmcd \\L'l\.' oh:--L·r,at1011,il. r,~thcr 
th..111 ti:-in~ ;.1 \\'l'L'd· Llkl· or -;1mil;.ir dL·\·icc to .... ampk·, l'J.!Cl~H1011. 

• It h 111conL'Ci to rnu:111L·I~- cl..is,1ry ( "..inada µcL'-.L' ~h llllh..J~ln.· "(1L'l"tL'-.. Although tlln ;.1r ... · 
\.·i.lp..ihk of hL-cnrnin~ ~1 nui:-ancL· 1n urh..111 :-uhurh~111 :--et\111g..;_ thL·~ ~ll"L' llPt ;.:onstdl'l'L'd ;1 
rn11s~111cc ~1t thL'°'L' pro_1\.·rh 

• iBnnd !-"alls) SpotlL'd ~n~1pwL·cd occur:- in many locatio1h 011 pro.tL'l"l land-; ~1round l{ornl 
1:ltn\i.lge. 11h:ludlll):! lllL· c1rnpgrrn11Hl ~m . .'~Js. hoat Lrndin_µ-;. c:l· \io11-11~1lt\l' liP1ll'~·s11l·kk· 
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also occurs on project lands in the area. Y ct, there is no mention or either of these 
nuisance species in the report. 

• (Bond Falls) Rusty cray!ish. an invasive animal species, arc known to be very abundant 
within llond Flowagc, yet there is no mention of them in the report. Was any sampling 
for rusty crayfish, spiny water-Ilea or other invasive animals conducted'' 

Shoreline Erosion and Steep Slopes 
• /1. discussion of the general length of the erosion sites as well as the potential causes is 

m1ssmg. 

• It should he mentioned that some erosion docs occur naturally and this type of erosion is 
of less concern than erosion caused by project operations or use. 

• A description of the scale used to dcline erosion as major. minor, or moderate should be 
included. 

• Include a description of where eroded material is heing deposited. 

• (llond Falls) On 3-12 it states that "most of the active erosion did not appear to be a result 
of wave action or ice floes". This statement is rather speculative, with no connection to 
data gathered during this study. It also contradicts some earlier statements (Sec. 2.2.1) 
that "ave action appeared to be a contributing factor in erosion ohscrvcd at recreation 
sues. 

(iray Wolf Consultation 
• We agree that woh-cs can be found throughout the Lppcr Peninsula. We would expect 

that wolves periodically use the areas around the basin for foraging and pup rearing. 
llccausc of this we beliew that wolws should he wnsidcrcd in developing the SM!'. /1.s 
prc,·iously discussed. the re dew and approval of the S\1P by Fr.RC will require section 7 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sen ice. 

• (Au Train, Boney Falls) A discussion of the grny wolf is missing. 

Other ( 'om men ts 
• J\ discussion of rare. threatened, and endangered species is missing. 

• It should he noted that the agencies had suggested that more detailed information should 
be obtained on vegetation within the project lands (spccilically stands with old growth 
characteristics, stands with rncsic conifers, stands with red oak), hut this information was 
not obtained during the study. 

• It should be noted that recommended agency protocol for collection or aquatic habitat 
data. ,md conducting rnptor surveys, was not utilized. This unfortunately makes the data 
obtained ,,f lesser quality for assessing impacts from non-project use of lands and waters 
on the~c resource~. 

13 
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• l'lc:isc· lllakc a note 11ndcr the list of"Other Wildhk Specie, Ohscn-ations" that thi, is 1101 
an all incl11si,·c list. \f:iny wildlife and Jish species commonly ohscr,cd 011 project la11ds 
nr water, (e.g .. l\ashvillc warbler, Northern oriole, hl;,ckhumian warbler, song sparnl\\, 
vecry. rosl..'.-hrcastcd groshcak) arc missin!!. 

• (l'rieh·II) The "Other Wildlife Species Observation" list appears In he in the \\Tnllµ 
sc-c11011 (eurre111ly in the Ciray Wolf Consultation sce1io11) 

• Please pro,ide, Ill addt1ion lo the detailed maps, a hab11a1 eo11s1rai111s map sho\\i11g :in 
o\ L'n·icw oft he entire hasin. 

• On the "Species Obsenations and Habitat Compo11ents," please color-code the spcci,·s 
ohscn·ations so that it is c,1sicr to identify i111porta111 area-. for different suites of 
org;rnisms. for instarn.:c hal<l l'agk ohscrvations in Pill' color. waterfowl ohscn·atio1i:-; i11 
another color. etc. 

• (,\uTrain) Trumpeter swans an: expanding their range and ha\C hccn documented h~ 
\f!)l\'R biologists al the A11Tralll Basin. l\f[):,,JI{ slallhchc,c 1h.11 lrnrnpcler S\\;JII 11,·stiu~ 
pokntiaI at thl' hasin has increased and will he rL·alilL'd \\·i1hi11 lhc nc.\t kw yc;ir:-. 

Qualitative Assessment of Potential Impacts of Stump 
Removal (Prickett Basin) 

• I I11s :-,;1..·ct1u11 :JIIL'lllpts hJ ;1sscss cn\·ironmental imp<H.:lS ofirnpkmL'nling a proposal :o 
rL'l110\C stumps at Prickett. \\'c suggest the c11\·iron111L'nt:il L'ffects ;111alysis pnJ\·idec 1:1 
this document is not sufticielll for ~EPA. The a11;1lvsis \nmld 111..·ed lo lk' more 
crn11prd1L'nsi\·c looking ;11 all proposed non-projcc.:1 uses of project bnds and the dir.:ct. 
1nd1rLTL and cL111HJlati\l' impact::- nfth~sc actio11s 011 all ,11lcctc<l rcsuurcL'S. 

• I hL' monlh of July \\011ld hL' considered part of the Jish -,1).J\\ ning or hird llL'.-..tin~ hr .1od 
r1..·,iring se,i-;01,:..; for SL'\L'r;il fish or bird s1K-cic-; 111;11 u1i111L' tlJL' -;11;i~s and submerged \\-lH1d 
Atlg_lhl ;ind L'<nly SL'])IL'mher would hL' co11~1(krcd s!;1~1n~! ,11ul 111i~r;1tion perilHi for 111,1:1~ 
bird -;pL'L'11..·-; 

.ilkL' s·.11rgL'Oll 
• r\\.l) possihk \\ a:·s ;hat downstrea111 sturgco11 could l1L· i111pactcd hy 1110\-L'lllL'lll lll 

-.cd1rnc11t arL' di-..cus-,cd. :\ conclusion is reached th.it 11::k or no elh.·ct to sturgL'Pl1 \\ Puld 
rL'-;ult 1f htgh \\·;11er fll,w-.. lllO\T ..;edimcnt <low11stre,1m l1f sp;1wni11~ heds. :\ morL' 
tlwrou~h ;rn;ilysi-; i-; llLT1..·-;,ar:· to dctL·rminL' the pok'nli;il 1111p;1cts of stump rL'lllO\ ;ii llll 
.Jow1i-;trc;1111 stLlr~L'(111 llk-;hL' pru\ ick don1111c11t;1tio11 or lLtta to \·L·rit\ lhL' L·o1wlthrl'll 

• SL·\-L'r.rl other li:-.h sJk'CIL'S lik.:ly spawn in lhe Sturµcnn R1\·L·r downstream ofthL' Pr;,.:~1..·!t 
h.is111. :\n ;111;Jly-;1._ of impacts ofdownstrc;1m sediment 1110\·cmcnt rest1lt111~ from :--tu1111 1 

rL'11lo\·;d :-.h(luld addrL·~s thc,c spcciL'S a:-. \\-L'll. 

I -1 
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Hird ?\esting H,1hi1a1 
• The conclusion reached in this section .... "Removal of the trees outside the nesting and 

rearing season likely woulu not result in Jireet impacts to inuiviuuals of these three 
species," is mislcauing. Snags were heavily used hy these species for nesting anu other 

activities and contributecl significantly to their local production. Please daril'y how 
removal of tloouc<l snags outside of the nesting and rearing season will not result in 
impacts to kingbirus, tree swallows, and common grackles. 

hnpoumlment Fisheries 
• On page 3-15 it states " ... it is also possihlc that the tlooueu snags proviue an cxcessi,e 

amount of cover and spawning habitat. This could result in an overabundance or fish. 
lcauing to stunted game fish populations. Removal of some tloo<lc<l snags coulu help to 
alle,·iate stunting prohlems.·• The statement that the fishes of Prickett lmpoundmcnt arc 

stunted is inaccurate mid the assumption that removing woody structure would alleviate 
stunting is also inaccurate. \1ichigan DNR fisheries survey Jata from I 95·1 - 1999 has 
dearly Jocumentcd a quality sport fishery within the Prickett tmpounumcnt. Only one 

sun·cy ell<,rt in 1962 found bluegills that were considered stunted. Fisheries surveys 
since that period have ducumentecl a healthy fishery composition with many precl.1tors 

(northern pike. walleye. and largcmomh hass) and forage species (bluegill, yellow perch. 
hrack crappie, white sucker, anu golden shiners). Data from a May I 999 survey 
documenteu a mean growth inucx for walleye to be +2.4 inches above State average. 

The report's speculation that removal of lloocled snags could alleviate stunting is 
unsuhstantiatcd hy fact. A literature review has faileu to !incl scientilic studies that 
support removal or woody Jebris to enhance fish populations. We recommend this 
paragraph he removed from the linal report. 

• In audition to providing co,·er for bait fish, llooded snags proviue a suhstratc for aquatic 

invcrtchratcs. lnvcrtchrates arc a major ccosystc1n componc11t and source of fool.I for tisl1 
anu other animals. Uecausc of the large amount uf tlooueu woou in Prickett hasing. the 

contribution or this wood to the total a,·ailahle habitat for invertehratcs is signilicant. 
Tht.: potential effect or n.:movi11g this wood on 1hc aqua1ic cc:osystctn is not ;.ukquatcly 

analyzed in this Jocument. 

• Please Jetinc "Jri-ki." 

• We suggest re-wording the concluding statement to: "Removal oftloodcu snags would 
climmatc a significant source of fish habitat from the impounument." 

Common Loons (Victoria, Bond, Au Train, Prickett) 
• We agree that "human disturhancc is well known to affect loon nesting and pro<luc1i,·i1y" 

(p. 4.2). which is why the agencies included "shoreline areas with minimal roau access'· 

within our definition or potential loon nesting hahitat. Despite this. there was no attempt 

made during this study to map and describe shoreline areas with limitccl road access. 

X 2X'2006 9:50 ,\,v1 
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which \\"(1t1ld ha\'C f)l"ll\ ided additional \·;1(11;1hk infomw:iull ,,·ith ,, hich to assess !,ion 
habitat snitahilitv. 

• The short time framL' of the :-.unTys ( t,~ day in some 111sta11ccs) is inadequate to e,:lluatc 
loon usl' of the llowa,!.!L'S. 

• ( :\t1Tr,1i11) In general ,,·c ,, ould lik1..· lo point out the high :,mo1mt of loon c1ctivity on the 
h:isin. We rcco1m11c11d that Ll'l'CO pursth: an amc'rHhncnt to the .·\11Tr:ii11 ITRC lrcc·rhc· 
for th.: protection anJ cnb,mccrnc11t ofthL' common loon population. 

\lcthodlllogy 
• 111 addition to possihlc 111..·sting platform:-. pott:11ti;1I nc.,tin,g sites should also h1..· irn:lutkd 111 

the hst or study oh_jecti,es. 

• :\ccorclmg to the Scope ofScrYiccs. aerial rcco11naiss:mc1..· \\"a:-. to occur i11 \fay. Pk·;i-;1..· 
cxpl:11n ho,, only conducting ;1 hoat sun·ey· in m1d-Jt111L' rn~1y han: impz1cted tile rcst1lts 

• J::q11"1n how conducting lllon smwys in mid-June rnuld h,I\ c' i111pacted the results. rl1c 
optimal tim1..: l{lr loon "llr\"cy is the last two WL'l'k" of\ fay and 1..:arl: .li1111..:. 

J>rcscn .... ·c of I .oons 
• (llllnd !'alls) The mo11th of lntenor Crn·k (p. -l-l) ,hll11ld he the llll>tllh llfthc \I lhalllh 

( )ntun;1gon I{ iYl'L 

• ( Bernd 1:alb) It is posslhlc that othl'r ad11lt loon .... nhsl'IYL'd durlnµ thl· stud!· had altL'·11p1,:d 
to Ill'."' before the sun·cyors \\"Cfl' tlll'Tl'. ,md fa1kd for lHll..: or 111orL' (t111k11own) rl•a-.;01h. 
,\J,o. the FI-.RC liccn.sc incluJcs wndit1011s \\hich sho11ld cnhan,·c potc11t1al tor lon11 
lll'Sting O\"L'I" time: 1his \\"CHIid need to he l·nnsidL·r1..:d 111 any 1..:11Yiro11111l'lltal ;1ss:.·ss11h::1t :h;11 
;rnaly1es :he potcntrnl 1111pact of non-proJl'el 11Sl' of pro_i1xt lands ,111d watl·r:-- on 10011:-. 
·1 his j.._ supporkd hy th1..: statement on --l-~: "lf(loo11-.;J ;irl' l"l'sidcnt. and ar1..: usill'.c-' ...,r,x1lic 
l;,.'lTltlll"ll"'•. thl'll pro:cl"lio11 nf thos1..: ;nl\l...., 111"! l'llLOtll':l!-!L' llll'lr SllLTl':-.s'· 

I .i1111t111g J"aLtor:-. 
• \ d1s1:lh;",lllll ol"\\;tt;,.•r k\"l'IS 117;1i11:ailll'd h\ l."PI'("() dt1r111r till' llllll' ofloun 111..::-.tlll~ 

\\ould he hl•11L'fic1;il in Lklcn111n1n~ pot;,.•11t1;!1 .... 11\·1:c ......... 

• (Bernd 1-"alb) The -.;{a{ellll'lll ". it \\;h d1..:t1..:rm1nl·d 1hat 1hl·r1..: arl' 110 limiting. faL:tor:-
\\·hieh afkct luons· IISl' ofthl· 1mpot1nd111,:11t for lll>,tint'." h not "llP('Or\ahk. co11:-.id ... ·rinr 
th1..: \·l•ry limited :-.COfll' and duration of the :-.t11d: _.\ \\ idl· \ ariet: 01· factor.... st1d1 ;i.--

rc-.;l'n oir \\".Jtl'T fL-ycf ll11et11ation. huma11 di.;,turh~111Cl', t'l)J";Jt!l' q11;ility· and q1wntit!·, l'·l· 
l·ould h:nc ~a .... 1ly l·ornc 11110 pl:1\ Ch faetor:-. lim1t111µ (Pons· 11s-..· of:hc 1mpo11t1drn1..:111. h11t 
thl'"l.: \\011ld h:I\·,: 11ot hl'l'll <.kll·cted lHl .i \ hit to :llL· tlo\\:1!~;,_• of (1Jh: daY. 

• I \·ictnria. Bo11cl hill.". :\u Train. Priekl'II. ) Till· a:-.:-.t1111plll1ll tll;Ji loon.;, e,1rnwt lw ;1:---.llllll'd 
tn hrl'l'd or \\ill do :--o in thl· fllturc hccH1sc only 50°0 pftlrl· h1~hly '-llt!zrhk hrccditl:.! bh. .. ·:--
;irc elllTClllh· h;_'lll!-! lh(:d 1Jl thl· llllrlfll'rll t\\{)-thirds or;IJL· Sta:l· 1:-- tla\\"l'd for I\\{) l"l';l .... lllh 

:'X)lrll/, 'J:511 :\\! 
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I) The assumption could just as easily be made that loons can he assumed to nest at these 
tlowagcs now or in the i'uturc; and 2) Tl1c use of the reference is misleading since the 
term "northern two-thirds of the State" rclcrs to the north cm Lower Peninsula and not the 
Upper Peninsula. The actual point or the reference is that too Jew loons exist in the NI.P 
to utilize all available hahitats. We suggest that this entire discussion be removed from 
the documents. 

• (Prickett. Victoria) A Sccchi Disk measurement of 1.85 m (6.07 Ii) is noted as not hcing 
optimal for loons and approaches the point at which foraging is hindered. Please provide 
literature supporting this statement. lJSFS experience on the Ottawa National Forest is 
that water clarity in this region is rarely a limiting foctor for loon foraging. if the lake has 
an adequate forage hasc. 

• (Victoria) It is speculative to conclude that water level changes in the tlowagc arc 
"somewhat moot" in their effects on loons. A thorough. comprehensive study would he 
needed to support such a conclusion. 

Conclusions 
• Conclusions reached alicr short duration field ohscrvations. such as turbidity hcing a 

limiting factor for loon foraging, water level fluctuations not impacting loon nesting. or 
even the presence or ahscncc or hrceding pairs during the entire breeding season. arc 
speculative. Concluding statements in the study should identify the relative uncertainty 
of tl1c data and that more thorough investigations arc necessary to fully understand loon 
use or possible use of a basin. 

• Include infonnation on prior loon nesting from the Michigan l\atural Features Inventory 
and the ~1ichigan 1.oon Preservation Association. 

• (13ond Falls, AuTrain) We agree with the conclusions or the assessment to continue 
ohscrvations and study of the COllllllOn loons at 13ond Falls and Au Train hasins. These 
smdics will allow for protection of preferred hahitat, idcntilicatioll of any limiting factors. 
and form 1hc basis for rccommcnJing any enhancement measures ncccssa,y to i11s1irL' 
future nesting success. 

Aesthetic Resources 

• Although the surveyors did talk with some land managers in the area regarding which 
attrihutcs arc considered to be visually special, it docs not appear that any such interviews 
were conducted with typical users of these llowagcs and adjacent project lands (hoatcrs. 
fishcnncn, hikers, birdwatchers, picnickers. hunters, etc.). This would be ,aluahlc 
information to include (sec below). These interviews should include questions related to 
the current status of the project as well as the proposed de,·elopmcnt. 

x.2x,2006 '! 'iO A\-1 17 
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.\1ethodology 
• l.nder the first hullc1 111 Task I. please ,kscrihc \\'h:11 "other rclc,·:rnt places" \\·ere 

rn·ic\\ cd for inform~1tio11 on ~ccnic lake ,1sscssmcnls. 

( 'ritcrin 
• The scorin!-! critcri11 for Rclatin: Relief ar~ not meaningful for this area. O\Ying to the 

n:btin:ly low relief of lhc lakes hcing studied. \Ve rc<.:ommcnd chanµing the scale to 
more appropriately reflect the areas hL·ing assessed. Alsu. lhis factor should he gi\ L'll k·s:--
\\'l'ighl in the scorin!! whk. 

• 111 gL·11eral. the scoring sy:,;tcm used to dcYclop total acsthctit: quality s1.:orc.-; for thL· 
different sub-1111its is llmYcd. l{y hrcaking most criteria down into Yarious "llh-
compom.:nts. and rating each ofthc111 separately. much mon~ weight is gin.~n to some :-,uh-
componcnts than they \\':irranL c•spccially with rcg,ird t,, l,1kcs in this region oi'thc 
rountry. for example. physiL-;1] frat11rcs arc broken dow11 intn six suh-cn111ponc11ts. L':11..:]1 
of\\hich is r:itcd \\ith :1 score of from 0-15. RchcL \'cget:11io11 l)i,-crsity, and Spcc1:d 
FL·aturcs arc ;1]so c;1ch hrokcn do\\ n into three suh-cnmponents. and each gin~n a :-,COl'L'. 
By contrast. fkgrcc PfNat11ralis111. wl1ich \Yas the lake characteri'.'-ilic mosl \'alucd h~· 
c\·cry mana~cr intcn icwcd (p. 5-4 ). is \\l'ightcd thL· ...;amc ;1s ,my of the 15 ...;uh-
comroncnts aho\·c. µ1\·ing i1 \LTY littk importancL' o\-crall. 'f'hL'l'L'forc. the total aL·...;1hL·1il· 
quality scores for each suh-unit in Table S-2 arc \'cry misleading. since they gn·c mu(h 
more emphasis to ph, sical features. rcl1cf a11d other qualitic, than 1hcy do to Dc~r,·.· ol 
'.'Jaturnlism. \Ve he lie\ L' Iha! 1hc -.coring system -.hould hL· 1\.'\'ampcd to !!i\ L' 1]11..· 
appropriate weighting to lake attrihutcs thzll arc the most or least important 1n this r~·~~l(lll 
( for L'.\amplc: DcµrL'L' of f\'aturalism may he most 1mponanL and RL'l1cf may h1..· k-;1-..: 
important). llllen1c\\S wilh aclu.il users of1hc llowagcs (117 add1t1011 to the manag1..-r....; 
:ilr1..·ady i11terYH~\YL'd) should he done first to help g.ithcr mformati(1n upon which to has1...· 
this 1'1,.'\ iscd wci!.!llllnµ ur lhc crik·ria 

• f'hc :-.cor111g critcri;1 for '1:1tt1ral ( ·11;1r;1L·t..·r doL'S nol 111clutle 0. although this 11umh1..·1 \\ ;1, 
lh1..'d in T;1hk· ~-2. 

• Please 1..·.xplai11 ho\\ th,.: 111d1\ 1du;il r1...·s11tnc1.· m.111;1µ-.·1111..·nt prok·...;silrnals \\'1..'r1..· SL'k'L'IL'd ll' 
pro\ itk input on \'alt11.·d qu,ilit11..•:-, \\ h .. ·11 co11sHkri:11• inl;111d l;1k1..·-. 

• ( Prickclt) .-\11 attrihuk' 1h~11 may J1..•:-,~1Y1...' ~r1..-;1k·r \\'1..'lt'.hl111g ;11 Pr1ckL'tt arc tlic tlt1Pd ... ·~l 
...;naµs (which arc a s11h-comp011c11t \\'1thi11 tile Sfk'c1al 1:1..'aturcs catcµory). Thi'.'-. \\ul ld ),l . 

...;upportcd hy a stak'llh.'111 011 p .. 'i .. 7 that "JloO(_h.:J '.',IWµs :ind suhm1..·r!-!cd st11111rs ar: u111..· 
;1f the dl'li11i11g char;1i..::cnst1c<· pf Pri(k1..'tt impoundmcnt 

(J\cr:dl Visual Cl!ar:ictcr a11d '-Clllll~ 
• Please darifr when .. · I ;1kl.· (iugchic. :-..tuu11L1111 l.ak1..'. a11d l.al,..1..· ol'tlic (']ornb .irL· luc;1:~·d 

• Ph~asc clarit\ wh;i1 h 111cant Ji\· "dr;l\\-d(i\\11 rq_!i1111..·11 ·· 
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• (Au Train) The last sentence or the second paragraph (under 5.2) should be corrected to 
read '•is managed by the Michigan Department of f';atural Resources as a wildlilc 
re luge:· 

Types and Numbers of Csers 
• This section is missing mformation on the types and numbers of public users at the 

basins; rather. it only mcludcs the types of recreational use available. According to the 
Scope of Services, the assessment should include information on wbo uses the project 
and why they ,·;,luc it. 

• (Hond Falls) l'lcasc include a citation for tbe following portion ortbc last sentence which 
refers to the watcrfall(s): .. most who come to sec them don't stay for other activities ... 

• (Boney Falls) Clariry the meaning of"thc other side .. under 4.3.1. 

User Expectations 
• This section should include actual expectations of individuals who use the project. rather 

than expectations of general rccrcationist.s. We suggest that this information then be used 
to identify the objectives to be attained for the aesthetic resources or the project lands 
surrounding each tlowagc. 

• (Prickett) Please correct tbc i11format1on to indicate that 15 car/trailer units arc provided 
at the public access site. 

1 lighest Value Areas 
• Include the highest possible score in the discussion. 

• .\1ap .'i-1 is very hard to undcrstaml. We recommend removing tbc colors as they appear 
to he a reference to individual scores in each suh-unit. These scores arc prcsc.:nted in 
table 5-2. 

Public Viewpoints 
• Since a primary use of these impoundments is by boaters and lisbcrmen. and since ..... all 

parts of the lake arc visually sensitive to people who arc boating. informally camping. or 
using sborcland areas .. (p. 5-1 X), this section on public ,·icwpoints provides little value to 
the aesthetics assessment. 

8/2X·2006 9:~tl AM 19 
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2X Aur·ust. 200(, 

Sh~n, n Pt11c11 

Ll'PCO 
P.O. Jl.,x 19001 
(ireen 1lav. WI 54.107-'J00.' 

Dear \Ir. l'u/c11. 

\\ c ,1ppn. .. ·ci,11c th~ oppor11111i1y Ill provide comments on the draft AssL·s:-111c11t of the Rccrc:1:1011. 
Wildlik l.oon. Aesthetic. R,·so11rccs t,,r \'ictoria (ITRC Pro1cct ;, IX6.JJ. llond il'LRC l'r,,_icct 
IX(,-l). ·\11 Trnin (Fl'RC l'rn_jcct •-'!OX~(>). and Prickcll IFl'RC I'rn.1cc1 ,; 2•102) lmpo111Hlmc·i:, 
<>t1r uq'.<111i/atiu11. c·rn11111011 ( ·oa:--t RL·scan.:h ~md Conscr\';1tion. is ;1 1wn-prolit romr,,111~- d,.:dic:1tL·d 
to the ,tudy and protection 01· common loons throughout \1 icln~an · s l ·rrl'r l'cninsula < Jur 
hioloµis1s work clnscly with puhlic ;1~cncic~. curpor:llitllh. and Ihc pri, ak q•ciur in an 1.:ffPrt :ti 

inL·rc;.1<-- ... · t111<Jcrstanding of this Stale-threatened species. ( )11r experience \\ ith lnl1ns -.;pan..; p\ 1.:r 
fiftcL'll >·L·ars. :md includes thL· monitoring of cnlor•markcd mdiYiduab at thrcL' pri11cip:1l s1:L•..; 111 
\11clli);:111·s l:pper PL·ninsula· Seney '.\:1tmn:il \\'ildlifc Reruµc. Otta,,:1 :'\atio11,1l I·urest. a1:d 1..;I,: 
Rm CJ le t\ation;d Park. \\·coffer our expertise' I" you'" liPJ>CO c,alu;itc·, and implc111c111, 
lllL';i-.1111 .. ·s to cnlwnce loon us;q.!L' ofih t ·ppL·r Pcni11su];1 rcSL'l"\Pir....; 

\\·c ;irL' pk-:1:--ul tlwt ~011r cp1i..;11lt;111h fot111d suitable nc...;tinµ hahit:it <111 ;ill ufth .... · :--lln;,_•~ .. :d 
rescnl"1rs. ;111<l ohscncd 10011:-- (i11cludi11s ;1 hrL'L·ding pair (111 liond 1:a]l...;1 u:1 .ill 1mpu111Hl11~,111-. 
:--;.1,..: Ill~ Prickett. In ~cncr..iL \\L' ;1grL'L' with the list of IP011 llL'Sli:1t-! r .... ·quircmenh riro, id .... ·d ·11 1h~· 
draft ;1~_..;cs.--;mcnt. hut l"L'co111111 .... ·:Hl th;1t ylHI :1<ld lllL'ITtlr~· L'\f)tlSllr-.· ;1-.; ;1 potL'IHlal li1111t111.~ L1Lt111 
I·.k\atul le\·;._•[:-- nrthis higlll~--tu.\1c hcaY_y lllL'tal lla\·e hL'L'll doc11111-.:ntL·d 111 loon:-- from th,: r:~1P11. 
;111d 11;1' L' hL'L'll show11 to hL· -.11~111f1c:1111h inllllL'llCL'd h~· thL· t~ fk' uf lh1ct11atinµ \\ :ltL'I k·\ ,:], 
L·unrnH n to managed impnu11d111L'llts. 

(J11L' pr•1111111L·11t aspL'Ct oftl1L' :1S'-L'SSlllL'llt with whid1 \\"L' do 1101 :,~rL·,: i-. th ... · L'mpha-.1:-- r1 la ... -.... ·d 1:p11n 
tllrhidit_\ :1s :i li111i1i11l'. factor lllr 10011 lh:Jgl' on the re:--cn ons \\ 11-.·rL' ti...·nitori:il 10011:-- \\ L'l'L' 11, 1 : 

dnct111k·nti...·d (Victori,1 ,rnd PriL·k .... ·tt). \\ ,._. li..·L·l that the rL'l·:.:n .. ·ncL'S pnl\ ukd 111 tllL· r,:port du :u1: 
s11ppori thL' l·onclusions ofth ... · rons11lt;111t 111 this rt.:1-!ard. and :--hot1ld tht.:rL'rPri...' he reco11:--ukr:,l 111 
till' rep•lrt turbidity 1s rcll·rL·JKL'd 111Hkr .. \\-alL'r ()11alit~ ·· in thL· J"ollo\\ i11µ 111;11111L·r 
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"Loons arc visual hunters; thcrcl'orc, clear w,llcr is crucial for efficient 
foraging. A Michigan study ((iostomski and f:vcrs 1998) documented that time 
spent for foraging adu Its in turhid water was significantly greater than 
in clear water. Barr ( 1996) documented that secchi disk readings of 1.5m 
or less alter loon foraging behavior. A study of total suspended solids in 
Seney 1':ational Wildlife Refuge, Michigan, documented a preference by 
breeding loon pairs for lakes that have less than 2X 1':ephclometric 
Turbidity Units (1':TU). while lakes over that level were not used for 
nesting purposes (Evers 2004)." 

The Evers 2004 paper cited a hove employed unpuhlishcd data lrom a study of water 
quality parameters at Seney National Wildlife Rctilgc (E.J. Collier 2001). The turhidity 
"threshold" provided as a limit to loon nesting in this study was based upon a sample of 
only three unoccupied refuge pools ("lakes") during a single hrccding season ( 1995). It 
should also he noted that these three pools provided the highest turhidity values recorded 
on the refuge during an ensuing eight-year sampling period. Owing to this extremely 
limited sample size. and to the subsequently lower turhidity values which have not 
allowed for further assessment, we do not hclic,·c that the cited reference lends valid 
support to the rcport·s argument concerning possihlc complications from excess turbidity. 

Citing another Michigan study (Gostomski and Evers 1998), the excerpted paragraph 
states that "time spent for foraging adults in turbid water was signifirnntly [emaphsis 
added] greater than in clear water". We do not agree with this interpretation. Gostomski 
and Evers thcmsel,·cs state in their paper that timc-hudgct comparisons hetwccn Isle 
Royalc (clear water) and Seney (turhid water) loons "could only he spcrnlatiw .. hccausc 
of differences in sample sizes which precluded statistical comparisons. Furthermore. the 
authors provide no actual data on water quality (Seney pools arc· described as "generally 
stained due to the imputs of tannins"). and merely speculate that the possihlc differences 
in foraging rates hctwcen thl' sites may original~ from visihle difkrcm.:cs in water clarity 
and prey hase. 

The tinal reference within the report pertaining to turhidity Barr ( 1986) · docs provide 
data in support of a visibility-related parameter operating as a potential limiting factor for 
loon occupancy: Lakes with Sccchi disc water clarity of less than 1.5 meters had lower 
occupancy le,-cls (l 1-l'i%) than their more transparent counterparts (78-91%). While 
Victoria's clarity (0.9 m) falls he low this threshold. Prickctt's value ( I .8'im) docs not; the 
report's contention that the latter is approaching "the point at which foragmg is hindered" 
therefore seems hoth inaccurate (Barr's limit refers to ocrnpancy. not foraging capacity) 
and unjustifiahly alarmist. Additionally. in the same paper Barr found an association 
hctwecn fluctuating high water levels and increased turhidity. In view of this finding we 
disagree with the conclusion in the assessment report that "given the degree of turhidity 
ohscrvcd on Victoria, and the resultant extreme likelihood that loons will not nest here, 
water kn~I n:gim~s and th~ir potential effects on n~sting. loons an: somL·what moot." 
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In •ight of these re\'l'lation'.->, we suggest that LPPCo·..., consult:rnts cstahlish a for morL· 
robust anti dcfcnsihk as~cmhlagL' of pccr-rcYiL·wcd studies hl'l.orc i11cl11di11g turbidity ;h ;1 
possihk- miti~ating fac(or for loon OL'Ct1panry on rcscn·oirs ~uch ;1:- \ ·1ctoria and Prickdt. 
\\ll· would also suggest induding .i discussion of how 1urhidity lcn~ls might he CXJ1LTtL·d 
to change in response to the updated v.atcr management rcgul;.1t1ons co11tai11c<l withm tf1L' 
new I iccnsc ;.1gn:crncnt. 

Be:,ond the rcrort·s treatment oi'water clanty, 1w also 11crc )!i,en pause hy this rcpeat,·d 
quotation in support of lhL· l1kdihoo<l that thcrL' may not hL' enough loons to occupy 
res~n·oirs in T\tiehigan: "The \1ichi)!an D'JR stales that only '>O percent of 'highly 
sui·ahk' hrcc<ling lakes (for common loons) :in~ currently hc111µ u:-.cd in the northern~ .1 
of the State of Michigan (\11chigan Ll!\R, 2006)''. As this rc:fcrcncc c.kriws from a stat,· 
wc~hik that pn)\ ides only general mformation 011 loons \\·ith no :1ttachcd data nn 
spl.!ciJic fL'ginnal population:-,;. nor any· <.kfmition or what co11stihllL'S a "hirhly suit;1hk-'. 
brc.?ding lake it seems inappropriate to the :•aandanb of ;1 tc..:lrn1cal r1.,.·port. ThL' 
\ti,_:higan 1)1\R's own I 0011 Rern,·er:,· Plan ( 1992) highlighted the clrama11c cli,rarity 1·1 

ocr.:t1p:111c!· ralL'S hcl\\'L'l'll different TL·gions of northL·rn f\tichiµan. ;rnd iliL'lllillcd tt1c 
wc•,tt.?n1 l ppcr PL·nin:--11la (whcrc tlircc oftlic four sun eyed fL'ScJY01r:-. reside) as a11 i.lfL\t 

ofromr;irati\cly high loon densities. Our own cxtcns1,c s11ncy \\ork thrnu; . .Jwut th,· 
( )ttawa '.\Jationa I ForL'st -..uµ~L•s[.,;;, that occupancy r:1tcs on iakl'.s .ind rcscn oir-.; w1th \·ial"'IL· 
nesting hahitat runs for higher tlia11 son,~,: \\'C \\Olll<l rccolllllll'IHi tl1al L.PP('() CO!blllti.111'.:-. 

i.lCCl'SS thl· Otti.1\\i.l '.\ation;il l·on.:st'...; loon oci..:t1JXlllCY (btahi.ls .... · in (ilS format \\·hid1 \\a_.._ 
de\ eloped i11 p:1rt!IL'rship \\ ith ( ·ommon Coast Rcscarclt & ( ·011 . ...;L•n :111011 to d"":1crn11111.· 
moT ai..:curatl'ly occ11pa11L·y rates in the areas surrounding the Bonds !·alls. \'1ctoria ;1rnl 
Pril·kctt impnt111dt1ll'llt"' 

Sin.:L·rl'i\ 

.lo.s.:ph Kaplan 
i)u .:Cl(ll 

( ·ommo11 ( ·n;1q RL·:--l·ard1 8.: ( ·011...,crvat1on 

Cc 
ITR<. 
l S•'\\ S 
l S·'S 
\IIIS.:R 
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-----Original Message-----
from: tish ingal(,hharter. net f ma i 1 to: Ii sh i ng~]'a·chancr. n_cJ I 
Sent: \1onday, August 28, 2006 I: 11 AM 
To: Wolfe, Janet 
Subject: ll,rnd Flowage I .and Sale 

Dear \1s. Wolfe, 

The c·m·ironmcntal assessments regarding the flond & Victoria Flowagc sales leave much 
to he desired. This is far too important & valuable a habitat & natural resource to fail to 
do a complete & comprehensive impact study. The argument that there are no 
development plans at this time doesn't seem too valid. considering that Natcrrn I.and Co. 
has un,·eiled plans to do just that. 424 lots at Bernd falls, with 35 individual piers & 40 
multi-slip piers. I liw on one of the :Vla,lison lakes, & I get a very sick feeling when I 
imagine that happening to a pristine, unspoiled tlowage like the Bond. There should be 
NO piers, NO lights. & very little impact on this area. The people who purchase property 
on these bodies of water should understand what is at stake. & should he the type of 
people who will he happy to beach their small boats as the campers do. These waters arc 
not suiwhlc for large, noisy, polluting watercraft, & that should not he permitted nor 
expected. This area can he developed, yes, hut it Ml.lST he done responsibly & correctly 
with as little disturbance & human impact as possible. Thank you for your attention. 0. 
Borcherding :VkFarland, WI. 
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Lppcr l'e1111i11sule1 l'om:r Companv Au I rain (IT.RC· ,o. I OX'-6J 
I.Y,IJS,\l l'SCO\/Slll r.,·110,; [)o, ! \ll·:-:JS 

,lttuc/1111e111 ./9 
21! Augusl 200<, 

Pl (II.I( CO\I\IF'.\TS f'R()\I Scon ll!Ch:\I.\' 
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-----Original Mcssagc-----
l'rom: scott hickman [mmlto:suboscmc:a:hotmail.comj 
Sent: Monday, August 28, 2006 11 :01 AM 
To: l'uzen, Shawn C 
Cc: christic dcloria(a)fws.gov; travisb(a;michigan.gov 
Subject: CCHasin 

II i all, 

I've been continuing to track shorebird migration through Alger County and have found 
that Cleveland Cliffs Basin continues to support for more shorebirds than any other site. 
The high counts of each species encountered last week arc listed below for your records. 
The visit on August 22nd was made with Skye !lass. I'm afraid that I didn't pay much 
allcntion to waterfowl, but include a couple of species which I did note. 'I lope you arc 
all enjoying :1 tin,: end to your summer. Scott 

lligh counts for the hasin (Aug 20 - 27) include: 

Wood Duck - over 50 August 26 
Blue-winged T,:al - Stayed at about the same as on 22nd, 200·1 more'' Well over .100 
"sandpipers" (plovers, tringincs, & calidridines) on the 20th Black-belli,:d PI,l\·er - I Aug 
22 Scmipalmated Plover - over 60 Aug 20 Killdeer - over 30 Aug 25 Spotted Sandpiper -
over 2 on the 20 Solitary Sandpip,:r - over 10 Aug 20, 22 (ircatcr Yellowlcgs - 2 on ,\ug 
20 l.css,:r Ycllowlcgs - 26 Aug 27 Scmipalmated Sandpiper - over 60 Aug 20 Least 
Sandpip,:r - m-cr I 00 Aug 20 Baird's Sandpiper - 5 Aug 22 Pectoral Sandpiper - m-cr 7(, 
Aug 22. more. but not counted Aug 20 Buff-breasted Sandpiper - 2 Aug 22 (plus one 
same day AuTrain) Wilson's Snipe - 6 Aug 27 Caspian T,:rn - 8 Aug 22 Trumpeter Swan 
- .1 Aug 22 & 27 

Other than that, I N. I larricr on the 27th ,1s well as Peregrine Falcon 
(I) on the 26th and 27th. 



Unofficial FERG-Generated PDF of 20071205-0142 Received by FERC OSEC 11/29/2007 in Docket#: P-10856-000 

l.•ppcr Prnninsula 1',mn Company ,\u Train I ITRC 1\0. IOX:-6) 
/.\\.llS•\I l·SC0,s1,, 1.\TIO'- !),w1·\\! "' 

.·ltt11chme11t ./0 
28 August 2006 

PI BI.IC C<nl\lf:'-TS FI!lnl Don;1. \SR Con,ETT 
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Douglas R. Cornett 
PO. Hox 122 
\larquctte. VII 49855 
th n1 g' a '11 ort h wood:-.\\' i Id. org 
ph. 906-226-6649 

August 28, 2006 

U l'PC:O Environmental Studies 
c:o Janet Wolfe 
PO Box 130 
I loughton, \II 49931 

Dear Ms Wolfe: 

I am writing as an alternative commillec mcmher representing the Upper Peninsula 
Puhlic Access Coalition for the eastern lJP group. I have reviewed the environmental 
studies for all 6 flowages under review. I am partieularly concerned that only a few days 
or lick! studies have heen conducted for each area. As a hiologist I have reviewed many 
environmental assessments and impact statements and hclicve the work done so for by E-
PRO is too limited in scope to properly assess the resources that could be impacted by 
development of the shoreline that l\atcrra plans for project lands and waters. 

By limiting the studies to project lands, the likely effects, and cumulati,·e effects. or 
tkvelopmcnt of non-project lands is not hcing taken into consideration. Nakrra is 
planning to. and perhaps have even started. logging and road-building. Considering the 
fact that huilding do1cns or miles of roads at each project, and logging most 
merchantahlc timhcr (this is the modus "i"'u11uli of \Jaterra of a II their other 
dcwlopmcnts in the UP and northL·rn Wiseonsin) will affect project lands and the waters 
contained in these impoundments. These actions can cause long-term deleterious effects 
for decades to come, affecting hoth projL'ct and non-project hmds. 

Hy trying to limit the srnpe of comments to just project lands is ludicrous considering all 
the' resources that can potentially he impacted. Raptors that might he found in the project 
area. especially sensitive species like the \Jonhcm (ioshawk and Red-shouldered llawk, 
would likely have nesting hahitat outside the project area and move hack and forth 
hetwccn project and non-project land. I low can these resources be assessed properly 
without looking at hoth land categories'' 

The assessments, hastily completed in just a matter or days. captured only a snapshot 
ovcr,iew of some or the natural features and resources or the project lands and waters or 
the impoundments. Many species require much more time just to locate. As mentioned 
ahove. Northern (ioshawk can require many hours to !ind. i(propcr research protocol is 
observed. E-PRO said they did their raptor surveys using a helicopter. I low can 
meaningrul data be ohtamcd when such a disturbing method is employed'! Raptors arc 
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c-;r...:ciall! scnsiti\e to dislurh:mcc. I am unaware or any gooJ J..ita be111g ohtaincd 
thr,,ugh such an intrusl\·e method. \\.ith that in mind. I request that l'-PRO provide peer· 
rL'\ 'l'\\ ed re:-earch that suhstant1ales 1h1s method or dala collcct1on. 

:\dd1tio11:Jlly. l·:-PRO rho,L· lo red;1ct entire .,L·ctions of the rcp(lTIS. citing that "se11sit1n: 
species" information might IK' TC\\!aled to those seeking to colkct or harm in other way:--
rari:. scns1tin: anJ cnJan~ereJ :-.pecie:-.. \Vluk I undcrstanJ that .-;itc-spccilic inform:itio11 
is rot good to rckasc, 1hcrc ._,ill is the Ill.:cd 10 presclll 111fl>rm..it1011 that can assure the 
public th..It scnsiti,-e ~fK'l'lL's an.: hcing prorcctcd. l·'.-PRO':-- tn.:atmcnt of this was 
crn11pktl;]y unprofcssion:II ..Ind miµht lead tile p11hlic to hcli:..Tc that thl;rc is soml;thint~ to 
ll1<k 

l ·pp( ·o rLTcntly rck:iscd inform..Jtion spcculatinµ incrl;;i:..;cd ta.x rc,·l;ntlCS to townships 1f 
your proposed IH>n-pro.icct uses of project lanJs ,ir..: ..ippro,-cd. This data was also 
dis rihutcJ ..it the puhl1<.: llll'Clin~s µi,·ing the 1mpn.:s"1011 thc"c increased re,·enucs \\oul, 1 
he 1d gains. I lnwi.:,·i.:r. ou foiled to allow any puhlic quest inns or discussion or 
111c·c;.1scd cost of scn·iccs. This is unethical and inappropriate. consilkring lh!..! slud1es 
yo11 commissioned might inllui.:ncc thl; scak of tk,·L'lupmcnt and rl·sult in a rl·Juction in 
the number or lots the de, eloper c,m huild 011. This might "'"' k'1d one to he lie, e th,11 
~·ou arc fitting rour studic" inio a pn.:-dctcrmincd fr~IlllL'Work tllat has no lk.xihility to l·L· 
'11tcred. 

I twlic, c ou :-.hould be l'01ht1hing with Ihc Federal Fncq2~· lh:gul:itory ( ·ommission ;wd 
,n1 -k to prepare a !ll;W ..ind compn.:hcnsi,·e en, ironme:1til 1mp:ic; stud~· tli:it ,viii consitk-1 
.-\1.1. rl;SOllrl'l;S. 

nwnk you for till; oppnrtllnity to l'OllllllL'll:. 
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upper Pcnninsula Power Company -Au Train (FFRC NO. IOX56) 
LANI> SAl.l:S COI\SUI TATION DOCU\ff.:s;TS 

A1tachme11t 41 
28 August 2006 

Pun.JC co,1'rn"<·1s rno,1 STI::n: GARSKE 
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---· -Onµinal l\kssagc----
FH•m: Steve and '.\lane; !m;1ilto:as1m11u,a_L'Coisp.cn,111.l 
Scn1: l\1onday. :\11gus1 2X. 200h X:4.1 P\1 
To \Vol fc. Janel 
( \: 11rng,ilic.r.salas~a-fon:.frd.1is; as1mi11a:a ccoisr.com 
Suhjcc1: !'CBI.IC COl\1\1ENT O\J "ASSLSS\11:\JT" Rl'P( 1RTS HJRlJPPCO-
OPl:R.-\ Tl'D Fl.OWN if'S. 

:\llgllsl 2S. 2006 

l 'l'l'CO I'm ironmcnlal S1ud1cs 
C () Janel \Volle 
PO I.lox 130 
llollghlon l\11 4'l'l.1 I 
_iwolk1dwpsr.cum 

PlJBLIC COM\IF\JT ON ".-\SSESSl\-l!:\JT Ol· Tiil·. RFCRl::\TIOi\. \\'ILDLII-T. 
LOON. Ai\D Al:STI !!'TIC Rf'SOLR( TS" R !'PORTS FOR BOi\ll FALLS :\i\D 
\ 'I< 'TOR I,\ (l"LRC Pro1cc1 I' I S/,4 I. llO\J I· Y I'.-\ 1.1.S ( 1'2.<0/, I. C.-\ L\ RM 'T (PI OX."-l 1. 
.-\L TRAI\J (PIOX56) . .-\\ill PRICKFfT (1'2-!021 l'IJJ\\'.\(iLS 

I wot1ld like to comnH.:111 on the Lppcr Pcn111:-,,ttl;1 Po\\Cf Company· \\'PS RcsoiirL·cs 
CII\ no11111L·ntal ;1s.-;essmcnt reports for the aho\·(' (l llo\\at!cs . .ill of which arc upcr:itcd 1--~ 
l.'l'I'( ·o and 1.cgula1cd h,· I-TR(· . .-\s mnsl of my experience h,is lo do" ilh llorislic 
-.Uf\l'Y-" (111d11ding r;1rc plant :--urn:-y:-.). I will prim;m]:,.· L'ummcnt 011 th;..• "\\'i]dlik· ,111d 
,-\q:1atil' I l;1hitat" scc11011 (SL·ction -~) of each report. 

l ·11t"ort1111;1tcly I 11111st say that I Ila\ c read ;1 :-.1~111tic11H rn1ml1L·r uf c11\·iro11mctH:1l 
as-,_·s---n1cnls by both public ,1gcncics and pri\ ate cons11ltanh o\·cr th..: ~·car..;. ;md tli;1t tli,::-.L· 
l"lH •k 1c-L·t1ttcr reports for l :pp('() arc prohahl:,.· the 11H1:--:t -,upcrlicial and poor]:· Jpnc 11!' .111 
oflllcm. Indeed !hey lhC ;1 :-;ignifil'at1t port1P11 ofthcir 111L-;1~LT "n,_:-,ult,;" ..;cctiuns ~o rL'lh·r: 
the J)l'L'SC!lcc uf-;and. rock otllcnips. co1thL' \\tltH.iJ tkhns (old 
loµ:--l and other k:1tun,>-. th;1t ;1]117owagcs \\Pllld hc c.\pcc!L'd to h;1\·L· Tiley m;1ke :nhitr.ir:-
:--1a1cmc11h ;md dra\\ h:1sckss conclus101h with little or rn1 dat.i to h;1ck them up . .-\nd 
pcr!1aps most i111port.111tly. thL·~ don't adcq11;1tcly address the pulcn11al 1mpach th,11 tliL· 
pl.11111ed ma:,;si\ c residential Jc\·dPpmcnts \\ ill lla\·1,..• 011 tile :1:1:ural. rccrL•;1imn,1l. ;md 
;1cs:l1L·t1c qt1alit1L'S of these llo\\·a!-!c-; 

ThL a.-.;scssmcnt l'L'ports all :-;t;1te t]1;1t WL'tLllld t~pc.., \\ere cla:-.-,ilicd in ;1(corda11L·c witl1 
"( ·o\\;nd1n ct al. ( Jl)"7lJ)'' ·1 his sotirL·c is not inclu(k'd in thL· l"L'h.:n.:rn: ... ·s for any of the 
rL'J)Drts. IHn\·c\·cr. I hus it becomes dirtict1h for 1111crcs1cd realer-; witl10111 accc_-;:-, !ti a 
1111in?rsity library to lral:k dP\\'11 tl11s so11rcL'. or to ;hu.:rt;1i11 \\ hcthcr Ilic 111cthodolo_~~ 1~ 
;1ppropriall' for class1fyin~ the \\Tl land-; fo1111d around these 11<1\\:J)-!L''-. 



Unofficial FERG-Generated PDF of 20071205-0142 Received by FERC OSEC 11/29/2007 in Docket#: P-10856-000 

-

-

The reports all purport to have included adequate surveys for rare plants and animals on 
these flowagcs. The most widely accepted method for assessing the floristic quality or a 
site is to conduct surveys 3 times <luring the growing season - in early spring (typically 
May) to find spring ephemerals and early-flowering plants, in midsummer (July) for 
certain sedges and other plants !lowering at that time, and in late summer (late August-
Scptcmhcr) to lin<l latc-flowcring plants including many aster family species. When time 
or resources arc limited, organizations sometimes cut comers hy having an c.:arly survey 
(May or 
June) and a late survey (August-Scptcmhcr). Unfortunately UPPCO's consultants have 
taken this comers-cutting process to a new low. by surveying each area only once - from 
June 15-19 for Bond Falls (p. 3-2), June 22-23 for Victoria Flowagc. 6 <lays hctwccn May 
26 and June 22 for Prickett. etc. These visits were too early in the season to reliably 
detect rare aquatic plants such as Vascy's pondweed (l'otamogctnn vascyi) and Farwcll's 
water mil foil (Myriophyllum farwcllii), both listed as Michigan "threatened"). They arc 
also too early to he effective in finding major invasives such as Eurasian water milfoil 
(Myriophyllum 
spicatum) and purple looscstrifc (Lythrnm salicaria), all or which generally much easier 
to lin<l later in the year. Furthermore, the plant inventory lists (for example. "Vallisncria, 
Potamogcton, l'olygonum, Najas, Ccratophyllum. Utricularia, Elodea, and native 
T\lyriophyllum" for Uon<l Falls, p. 3-3) could apply to nearly every lake oYCr I acre in 
size in the UP. Similarly the Prickett report (p 3-4) lists "Potamogeton, Elodea, native 
Myriophyllum, Vallisneria, and l'olygonum", the Victoria report (p 3-3) list 
("Potamogeton. Elodea, native Myriophyllum, and 
l'olygonum.") and so on. !Apparently the consultants were not interested in emergent or 
shoreline vegetation at all, such as that appearing in abundance in their photo or "S,\ V" 
(suhmcrgcnt aquatic vegetation) on page 3-:i or their Bond Falls report, page 3-4 of the 
Victoria report, etc.] These lists arc ridiculously inadequate for dcscrihin!! the aquallc 
plant commumtics or each of these llowages. 

Se,·eral or the reports have entire sections hlackcd out. Most environmental assessments 
al lca~I kt the puhlic know what ran: species may have: been searched for and whcthc.:r 
any were found. hlacking out only locationally-rclatc<l infonnation. Uut the LPPCO 
reports black out essentially all the information they might have on rare species in these 
llowagcs (hut sec discussion on the merlin below), giving the public no way 10 judge 
whether rare species were found and what impacts Cl'PCO's and Natcrra's development 
plans may have on these species. 

Natcrra's plans to place numerous homes around these flowagcs (474 houses around 
Hon<l Falls flowage alone, as I understand it) will likely lead to significant cutrophicatron 
of these reservoirs due to increased erosion rrom paths and shoreline use, as wc.:11 as 
removal or natural vegetation, installation and fcrtili1.ation or lawns within the 
watersheds, and leaking septic tanks within their respective watersheds. This degradation 
of water ,1uality in turn can he expected to lead to a decrease in diversity of native plants 
and animals in the flowagcs. 
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Till~ reports claim to asses" the presence and unpacts of "nt1i"i<1I1cc" species. but !lC\ 1.·r 
dL'lincs \vhat these sp1.·ciL:s ar1.·. In fact the "11uisa11cc ~pccics" found in 1.·ach tlowagc 
seems to he arhitrarily chllsen. For example. 011 P ,_ 12: of 1hc Bnnd l·al Is repllrl. 1he, 
u111la1erally declare recd canarygrass ( Phalaris anrndinacca) a non-i,n asi,c speci,·s: 
":\ •though not considered a nuisance plant species for purposes or this study. n.:cd ra11;1r! 
grass was widespread and common along the shorelines and within most of the w1.·tla1Hls 
or 1hc Bond Falls impoundmen1." TlllS highly aggressl\ e im adcr of' natural wetl:lllds :llld 
oth~r habitats is not natin: to the (in:at l.nki.:s region. and is con:-iith.:rcd a ma_jor i1l\·a-..i\.,: 
by .:n.:ry state and feth:ral .l,!.!CllCY 111 th1.· rq.!inn. 

Th1.· IISL' ofa hi:licopti.:r to cn11duct ai.:rial surYcys for nesting zmd no11-ne~ting bald eaµk-.. 
ospreys. and gn:at hlue IH.:rons and the preseneL: of potL:nlial nL·sting site." seems likL· ;1 
qul·stionahlc practice to me. \\'hile this method may h;1\T certain ,uh·,rnt;1gcs in terms pf 
c,pcdicncy, it has lhe polenlial lo he highly disrnpti, c lo these hirds precisely during 1hc 
time 1hat 1hc arc nestillf!. when they arc rnosl scnsi1i,·c w disturbance. The puhlic is 

frequently reminded (and rightly Sll) by th,· \hchigan Dts:R and olhers of 1h,· risks 
in,·olwd in disturbing 1hesc hirds al lhcir ncsls. ycl lhe consul1an1s had no qualms ahou1 
!lying over their ncsls and perching and foraging silc.s w11h hl'11wp1crs al 1his lime. 
llc::ond a lisl ofhird species lhal happened 10 he encm1111erercd durmg thetT hncfsmw,s 
(wl1iL'i1. h~· lhL: way. irn.:luded nothing n11 u:-,c llftlicsl· arl•;p., b:· 111igr:11i11g hird:-.) and -.01111,.• 
siu:plc and ohvious tnthook s1a1cmcn1s ahPlll lhe farnrcd hah11:i1s of a few of 1hcm. l111lc-
11scf1.1I quantitative information about lhe impo11ancc of hahitats around theSL' llow;iµe-.; Io 
the~L' hirds is gi,·c11. 

In the Bond hills report (p.112e J-1 l ). the co1i:-;11ltants m1,.•nt1on th .. · pr'-'·"'-'llL:L: ofm .. ·rl111...: 
(l,.ah.:o columharius) near the tlowagc. They 1,.•Yen gi\1,.• th1,.• ]0L:ations oftl1L·se s1ghtill,:!'-. ,1:1 

m,n P-~-S. The samL: is true for the Victoria report. wher .. · a 111t:rli11 "art inµ ai-q . .!r\.•s-.;i\·\.·h ·· 
(an 111diL:alion that lhe L:mhult;111ts Wl'l'L' JlL:aT it"i nL:-.t) is mL:ntinned on pag\.' 3-X. \\ itl1 1]1,: 
loc.1tion plotted on map P·.,-4. :\ similar L'.llUJtllllL'r ,\ith an agf!rl':-.si\c 111crl1111:-. 
ml'. 1t1nncd 111 the ( ';ltaraL:l rL:port (p.1!-!l' .) .. (1 and maps P-.1-., and P-.,--l )_ 1 ksp1k' lli\.· 
cur -.;uha11t\ purported UHlCl'rll aho111 endant~L-rL·d -.;pl'C i\.'S 011 th L'S\.' tlo\\ ,1gl''· thl·~ °''-'l'lll 
1111"\\are lhal the merlin i, li,ktl '" "1hr,·a1e1wd" i11 :--.lichi,!all (\l'sll I <J'l'I). 

Th~· poor qualir:· or thL:sL' as-..L:S:-,ll)L'llh 111ust hL: oln-inu, to l'' ,:11 the mo-.t ca...:ual r\.·~1<kr 
I h,· llond I-alls r,·porl c,·,·n slalc, 1ha1 (pa)'c _, __ , I "llond 1:ills is :i r,·lall\ c'h· 1:11,'.c' 

imroundmcnr with L'Xte1h1\·L· opc11-w;1tcr ;irL'<IS .ind ,1s-.;ociatL·d \\ ind h:tchL·s .. .\...: ;1 r\.·sult. 
tile 1najor11y of llL'arsh(HL' aqt1at1L· ha hit at ;11 ,\11 ·1 rain g1?11er;1lly L:01h1sll'd nf co,trSL' ~~11HI, 
S;irdy ;1rL'clS WL:fl' 11hiq11itPt1S thrm,ghout till' 1111pot11Hlllll'llt." :\11d Oil ragl' ·'-7 ofth ... · ~~l'lli..' 
rcp-lrl: "t\o s;111dhill L·ran ... •-; or suitahk -;.;111dl11II ua11 ... · 11 ... ·-..1111t! h;1hitat <Jrl·as \\l'l'l' oh:-.i..'1"\\.·d 
:it B()IHl Falls. In the l.1ppl·r Pc11in~ttla. ,andhdl c·rallL''.'-i lll'~I mo.-.t commonl~· 1:1 sph~1!-!111:m 
hllFS (Tacha ct al.. i<J<J:'). a hah11a11ha1" 1w1 prcscnl al -\11 lr,1111 llasl!1." This son ol 
L';Jft.·kss11L'SS indiL:<lles [hat thL· coJhtthanh did not try lo Ihnrou_µhl~· dc-;.n1hl· !hL' l117HJ11l' 
fra:ures and enYirolllllL'lllal char;1ctL:ri-.;tic-.; ufcaL·h tlow;1!-!l'. h11t ,11uply llSl'd a hrnkrpl:ttl·. 
lill• 1n-thL·-hlank form. 1wt l'\ L'll hnilll·rin!-! at tillll''- to ch;rn!-!e thL· 11;i11l\.· of :Ill' !lo\\ <IJ/l' 
suppo:-.edl: hcin,g assc...;-.L·d 
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Whether the consultants doing these "assessments" were unfamiliar with the geography 
and natural habitats of the area, were not given L'nough time to do the needed sun-cys, or 
were simply incompetent ( or some combination of all three), these reports arc wholly 
inadequate for assessing the impacts of the large-scale residential developments planned 
for these tlowagcs. They arc an insult to local residents and others wl10 care about these 
areas and should he thrown out, and full l'nvironmcntal Impact Statements done for each 
or these areas hy a qualified and impanial organization. 

Thank you for rnnsidering my comments. 

Steve (iarske 
PO Box -1 
Marcnisrn, Ml 
49947-0004 
asi 1nina(C1!CCl>isp.co1n 

Cc: Magalic Roman Salas, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(llard copy also sent USPS) 

References consulted include: 

[MNFI] Michigan \Jatural Features Inventory. 1999. :\1ichigan's Special Animals. 
http:- 'wdvl.msue. msu.cdu mnli,data animal list.pdf (August 2006 ). 

[FFRCJ Federal Lncrgy Regulatory Commission. IJeccmhcr 200 I. Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for l lydropowcr Licensing. Bond Falls Project. FFRC l'ro_ject !\o. 
186-1-005. 
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Lppcr Pcnni11sula l'<mcr Company ,\11 Train (l'l·.RC '\/0. 10856) 
I .. 1 'll S,11.,s Co:ss1.'1 1.1110:s Dor1.1,11srs 

Alluchm,•11142 
29 .\ugusl 2006 

Pl Ill.IC CO.\I.\IE' I'S FRO\I Ti!Ot:'I' CIH'.EK 
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August 7th Trout Creek Pubic .\leeting 

"Once again, lJPPCO shows total disregard for the people of the lJ.P. Your ohjecti\'c in 
the aesthetic value of the impoundment was "why these areas have high aesthetic value 
and who values them and why," yet the only people you ask ahout this was a couple or 
park rangers and two campers. Your tota I foi lure to contact any local people on this 
subject conlinns my thoughts on your extreme greed. Jr I were you I'd leave the U.P. out 
of your name. \1aybe Wis. Power Company would he belier" - Hruce Crossing, \ii. 

"The land (Bond) has been with us for 50+ years. The people that choose to recreate also 
understand this. Those that purchased property on Bond should h,1\·e known this. Good 
joh on l:nviro Studies. Project should proceed'" - Trout Creek. 1\11. 

"Aesthetics - Most important item is the protection of the wild appearance of the 
shoreline and piers will detract from that wild appearances. Study shoul,I include the 
aesthetics related to water quality. Cle,111 water exists today hut proposed use likely will 
reduce water quality." - Watersmeet, :'vii. 

"It is not appropriate to use acres per boat hccause much of the rcscr\'oir surface has 
suhmcrged stumps which makes many acres unsuited to hmlls - rcmo,·e stumpage acres 
rrom calculations. Wil,llilc studies need to account for !inure changes in the old growth 
huffer and project lands - will he different 100 years rrom now." - Watersmeet, \11. 
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I "nS.-\1.1-sc,r,su:1-\1m, D,w1 ~11-:--:is ----- ------

.-lttachme11t ./3 
I.ate August 2006 

\\EJ!SI 11· .\lllJITIO:\ Al' TR.\I'\ To\\ 'SIIII' S< F'-.-\RIO 
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AUTRAIN TOWNSHIP 
$48,457,500 (Fair Market Value) x 50% = $24,228,750 (Taxable Value) 

Assumptions 

Since no final development plan has been created, lot numbers, sizes, prices, etc. are 
subject to change. 

• 229 lots 
• Average Lot Price - $91,600 
• Average Home Cost - $120,000 
• Water Access 
• Docking rights 

Without water access and docking rights, the estimates will likely drop by 50-75%, and the 
development will likely take much longer to complete. 

The following is an estimate of taxes to be collected (in 2005 dollars) on the non-project AuTrain 
land sold and to be sold by UPPCO. The estimate assumes that all the lots are sold and homes 
are constructed on the lots, which may take several years. It also assumes water access. 

Summer Taxes 
··--- ±: ~sodFo, Description Millage Amount 

State Education Tax 6.0000 145,372.50 
County Operate 1.7503 42,407.58 

; 

I I 

$ 187,780.08 
-1 

TOTAL _J 

Winter Taxes 
~- Description MIi -ou-nt _ __:U::..:s::..:ed _Fo_r ___ ·, 
I School Voted 17 .8 ,986,5=-0=-----'-- ___, 
, MARESAAllocate=---- 0.2 ,143.76 

MARESA Vote:..c:.d__ 1.8 ,815.27 --.!---------~' . Count Allocate 3.5 ,817_._59 __ _. 
Courity Ambulan~c~e__ 0.9 ,853,_:20 

!age Am --
295 $ 431 
123 $ 5 . .. 
084 $ 43 
007 $ 84 
845 $ 23 

County Aging Voted --+- 0.2 ,814 . . 28 ·=7 
MSU Voted 0.2 ,717.99 __ _,__ 
Township Operate=---- '----0.7 ,089.83 ---1--- . , 
T .. wp Solid W<l~. 1.0 .2~8:=-·-7.::_5 __ _ 
Twp Fire ·--• --_=-2_.9_3~3~7~~~~~+---$-71,079 88 . 

1TOTAL__ -·· i $ .. J.15,567 .05 . I 

408 s 5 
s - . 

360 5 
879 $ 19 .. 
000 $ 24 
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AUTRAIN TAX INFORMATION 

AD VALORUM* TAXES PAID BY UPPCO ON NON-PROJECT LANDS 
(Land sole or to be sold) 

AuTrain Township 
2005 Summer Taxes......... . ... $ 2,636.00 
2005 Winter Taxes ...................... $11,459.00 

Total 2005 Taxes ........................ $14,095.00 

AD VALORUM* TAXES PAID BY UPPCO ON PROJECT LANDS 
(Land that will not be sold and will remain open to the public) 

AuTrain Township 
2005 Summer Taxes .. 
2005 Wintor Taxes .. 

$ 1,963.00 
. ... $ 8,083 00 

Total 2005 Taxes ........................ $10,046.00 

UPPCO w II continue to pay taxes on in the future. 

• Ad valor,:m taxes fall under two classes: 301 [Industrial] and 501 [Timber Cutover] 
None of UPPCO's property is in any type of managed forest program that could result in cJ tnx 
reduction 

August 2006 
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Upper Peninsula Power Company-Au Train (FERC NO. I0X56) 
LAND SALES CO:S:Slil TATION Dou:Mf':S:TS 

Attachme111 .J4 
Late August 2006 

\\irnsrn: ADDITIO~ - LnlFSTO~E TOW'.';SIIIP Sn::>;ARIO 
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LIMESTONE TOWNSHIP 
$37,322,500 (Fair Market Value) x 50% = $18,661.250 (Taxable Value) 

.. ··- ·----·-··--------

Assumptions 

I 
Since no final development 
subject to change. 

plan has been created. lot numbers, sizes, prices, etc. are i 

i 
I • 181 lots 

• AvE·rage Lot Price - $86,200 
• Average Home Cost· $120,000 
• Waler Access 
• Docking rights 

I Without water access and docking rights. the estimates will likely drop by 50-75%. and the 
j development will likely take much longer to complete. 
i 

The follow,ng is an estimate of taxes to be collected (in 2005 dollars) on the non-project AuTrain 
land sold ,ind to be sold by UPPCO. The estimate assumes that all the lots are sold and homes 
are constructed on the lots, which may take several years. It also assumes water access 

[ Description . 
I State Education Tax 
: County Operate ----

TOTAL 

--··· 
Description .... - - .. 

School Voted 

Summer Taxes --·- .. 

I -Millage Amount 
.. ------·· -··· 

6.0000 ! $ 111.967 50 
I- -·-. 

1 7503 s 32,662 79 

S _1_~~,630.29 

Winter Taxes ---
Millage ,. ______ !l,mou_n_t __ --+-
17.4400 $ 325,452.20 
8.1100 $151.342.74 School Debt 

MARESA Allocate 
MARESA \toted 
County All::icate 

_ _ . i .. __ _Q:...?. t?.3 $ 3,961.78 

. County .~m_bulan_c_e __ 

. County Aging Voted 
MSU Vote::J 

I Twp Al_l_ocat~=--=---

1 T()TAL 

. 1.8084 $ 33.747.00 
3.5007 $ 65.327.44 
······---------·· ···-·- --

0.9845 $ 18.:l72.00 
0.2408 S 4,493.63 
0.2360 S 4.404 06 
0.4801 S 8,959 27 

$616.060.12 

Used For 

Used For 
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LIMESTONE TAX INFORMATION FACTS 

AD VALORUM* TAXES PAID BY UPPCO ON NON-PROJECT LANDS 
(Land sold or to be sold) 

2005 Summer Taxes ................... $ 886.00 
2005 Winter Taxes.............. . . $3,776.00 

Total 2005 Taxes ........................ $4,662.00 

AD VALORUM* TAXES PAID BY UPPCO ON PROJECT LANDS 
(Land that will not be sold and will remain open to the public) 

2005 Summer Taxes ................... $ 311.00 
2005 Winter Taxes ...................... $ 1,326.00 

Total2005Taxes ........................ $ 1,657.00 

UPPCO will continue to pay taxes on in the future. 

• Ad valorem taxes fall under two classes: 301 [Industrial] and 501 [Timber Cutover]. 
None of UPPCO's property is in any type of managed forest program that could result in a tax 
reduction. 

August2006 
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l 'ppcr l'cni11,11la Power Company- :\u Tram (ITRC l\O IO~Sh) 
l..\,ll SAU:S (.'()-SSL.I L\ I[()\; 1)(1( l.'\11· \;IS 

..lllachment 45 
31 Au~ust 2006 

Fons (;ROL'P \lf:f:TI',(; .-\<;F',ll.\ 
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Fucus (jroup Mc:cting AgL·mia - 31 Aug. 2006 

Upper Pcninsnla Hydroelectric Project: 
August :l I, 2006 Eastern Focus (iroup Meeting Agenda 

Focus (iroup l'umosc 
The focus Group is an ad\'isory group. While it is neither a decision making body, nor will you 

be asked to reach consensus on any issues, your input is important. We ask that yon: 
• Provide rcedback on the topic being presented 

• Share what your learn with others in the community 
\JPPCO thanks you for taking the time to be a part of the process. 

6:00 p.m. 6:02 p.m. 

6:02 p.m. 6: 15 p.m. 

6: 15 p.m. 6: IX p.m. 

6: IX p.111. ·· 7:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. - 7::l0 p.m. 

7:10 p.m. 

\Velcome & opening comments: Sus,m Finco 

Focus group member introductions (Approx. I - 2 minutes 
each) 

• :--Jame and organization(s) you arc representing 
• What arc you hearing in the community / from your 

assot.:i:.11cs'! 

Ovcn·icw comments about cmfronmental reports: 
• Susan Finco 

Au Train, Boney Falls and Cataract areas 
I,;m·ironmcntal reports presentation: l'IPRO 

• Oa\'i,I R. Dominic 
• Uary l,mond 

Focus group member comments/ c1ueslions 

\lccting adjourns 

UPCOMI~G \IEETI'.'/G DATic:S: 

• Thursday, Sl.'ptcmber 28: Eastern Focus (iroup Meeting 
• Thursday, October 19: Eastern Focus Group :\1eeting 

Draft SMP Public Open Houses 
Tentative elates pending upon avail11bility i conlinnation of site locations 

• Tuesday. October 17: Western Meeting 
• Wednesday, October IX: !'astern :'vlccting 
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Lrpcr P~ninsula Pow~r Company·- Att Tram (i'l:RC 'JO. lllX56) 
I. ·\1\1) s .. u LS l'or-.s1 I. I ·\ "' )i\ l)[)Cl. ~II:'- IS 

.-lttachm,'111 46 
Early September 200(1 

Wt:Bsrn: AlllllTIOi\ - Fon S (;1m1 I' :\In: I 1.,c '.\OTES 
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Wchsllc Add11ion Focus ( iroup ~-h;cting ~\)Jes b1rly Scplcmlx·r 2 

Susan FiIH.::o opened up meeting. \vent over the ground nllcs and the agenda, reminding cn~ryonc 
this meeting was about the cn\'ironmcntal studies recently conducted. 

Susan wanted to make comments hcforc starting the initial l'.ommcnts. There was some confusion 
ahout the studies being draft <lornments - and the fact that there were some editing and 
grammatical errors in the draft versions that were shared. The editing and draft errors arc being 
deaned up .. but nothing suhstantivc in the draft will change. 
Emphasized these arc <lrali documents and there may he some changes before the final document 
is issued. 
Input provided may result in changes before a final document is issued. UPP( 'O <lid receive 
helpful insights from open houses that arc hcing considered for the reports. 
One example is that it was pointed out f.inlc Falls was overlooked as an aesthetic feature. As a 
result, l.inlc Falls was visited and the information will he included in the linal <locu111e11t. 

She also mentioned the hlackc<l out. or redacted, lines in the document. Explained this is hecause 
CPPCO is not allowed to publicly identify hahitats of rare, sensitive, threatened or en<langcml 
fish and w1l<llifc. 
This infonnation is given to the state and federal agencies L!PPCO is working with and can he 
obtained hy contacting one of the following agencies: 

• 1',ational Park Service 
• L!SDA Forest Service 
• !JS Fish & Wildlife 
• l\ltchigan DNR 
• 1\1 ichigan DE() 
• (ireat Lakes Indian Fish & Wtl<llifc Commission 
• Keweenaw flay Indian Community 
• '.\1ichigan Hydro Re-licensing Coalition 
• '.\lichigan Anorney Generals office 
• f'l:RC - Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

The environmental studies themseh-cs focus on items including wildlife and aquallc hahitat, loon 
nesting. recreation resources and aesthetic.:. 

Another example from the Eastern UP is some information pro\·i<le<l to us hy fot:us group 
member Da,·e, who pointed out" recreational access site. It was visited and \\'ill he included 111 

the final report. 

Susan reiterated that this meeting was not ahout non-project lands or the <lcvclopme11t of non-
project land by l\aterrn. l\aterra is in the process of creating its initial design and is procce<lmg 
on a parallel path with lJl'PCO even though it cannot finalize those plans until lJl'PCO, alon/! 
with the agencies. and with FERC approval. decides what is appropriate for the use of project 
lands. 

The results of the studies along with the agency consultation process. and public input. will be 
used to develop a proposed Shoreline Management !'Ian or SM!'. 
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The S\11' will cover non-project land use issues- ,md the draft S:'-1P will he the suhject of future 
puhlic opi.?11 houses and. if you so di.?sirc. focu:-. group mcctin!,!. The drnfl S\·1P is anticipated to he 
completed sometime m (ktoher. 

ln111al l ·omments 
The h~hin doesn't I1an? any \\atcr kft in it so the campers arc gnnc. \:ot hc,1ring too much. _just 
wondering where all the water is. S;iid it would he nice to h,l\·c a sign that said ·wc·rc working 
on dam. be p;itient.' It's h;HI puhlicity ff people do11·1 know what's happcnin!-!. 

From L SCP rcprcscntatin: mcmhi.?rs arc looking <lt making money. they s..:..: an opporturnty to 
hllild hm1scs. it's a positi\'c thing. Th..:~' don't like I.JXL'S h11t on other h~md. townships and 
municipalities have more and more m~uHl.ltc:-.. so thcr get less 11H1th?y and the only way tn 
co11tintiL' is to raise mileages or hroadcn tax. h.isc. The opportunity to hro~1dL'n the t.1x h<ISL' h 
something we support over mcn..:,1scd mik.1,!.!L'S. \\'ant to 111ah: -.;11rL' we support area for tourist:-.. 
quality or hf<:. 11·s not j11st ahout money a11d pro lit. 

\Vanted to know if people WL're still going to be ~1hk to fish at C:1taract. Said it is 3 hig eo11cL'Ttl. 

'.\:ot h..:;1rin~ anything different from hcforL'. Said the people ill' ri.?pre~ents ,ire not wdeom111g pf" 
int1..,•nsL' de\ L'iopmcnt of lakL'shorL' and slrc~1111 areas RL·krred lo pn.·\·iou ..... commcllt on tax h~JSL'. 
saying with dcn~lopmcnt coml':- more L'XpL'nscs whl'thLT thL·n.: is dL·,·dopmL'nt or no 
de, clopment. there will he e,pcnses: it is not the ,rnswc·r to the economic prohlcrns or the I·. I'. 

Environmental Presentatinns 
David R, Dominie - E/l'RO - Recre:1tion and Aesthl'lics 
!tick i,: 1-"L·hmary ~rnd \1arch of this )"L'~1r. till' 1\::-011rcl' agc11ciL'S pn)\·ided ~lll L'XtL'thl\ c li....t (Ir 
rL'comrncndL'd -;tudics the~- \nmld like to SL'L' cnnductl'd in rl'iatinn lo th\.,' dL'\·l'iopmL'nl pf :hL· ...:1\ 
i111pou11dmc11ts. To111µht will he rq.!~1rdinµ Honey 1:,i11 ..... ,\u Train and Catarnct 

i"hl' stt diL·s \\"CTL' di\ Hied intn tllrLT L\Jt;..•gonL·:-- - recreation. aesthetics and\\ ildl1fc aqu~llH" 
!1~1hitat 111 ll1L' bst catcgnry. ~1 spL-cial :-L'L"lion \\ as !-!I\ L'll lo th..: lo('tlS ;i..., a spL'c1f1c SL'para!L· ...:t11d: 
l.oons .\\.'l"L' only inve:-;tigatl'd 1n .-\11 TL11n. lt1\id l)omi111c presented thL' TL'CTL'atio11 a11d ~1c:-!hL':iL· 
port!Olh or th.: :-.tudy \\"hlk ( i~IJ"\ 1-:mond \11"L'"L'llkd till'\\ lidl1h: ~1q11~1til' 11~1hit and 10011 pnl'lllllh lll 
the :-tudy 

R,·.-n·atinn and .-\esthetil', 
Recreation the purposl' of thl' rl'CJ"l..,'at1n11 "tudy wa:-- to as~es..., the qu~rnt1ty ~rnd t:·11L·s P!" 

Lu..:ditiL·s on the impoundtllL'lll"- f"hc~· looked at L'-..:i-;tin~ infor111~1tio11 tk\·l'lopL·d in rL·latil)ll ·p tli,: 
1:f'R( · 1cc11,rng process. 

S1t;..' vi:-1ts WL're cnnductl'<l at L":h.:h i111pnu11d111L·11t. primaril) h)· huat. TilL'Y pliotograplJL•d L'a,.-h 
site. filled out ~1 sun-c~- form rln L·ach site ~1..., \\·L·ll. rL-corcli11µ thL· locatH)II. wh~1t wa:-- at th;..• s·~e. 
L'ros1on. amenities. if" ~m~-. ~111d \\ hct\J;..•r 1t \\-~h ~1 fnrm~ll or informal _-;ik. hirmal mean in~ aci1\ l·l:-
m~rn,1ged hy l.lPP( ·o. thL' !)'.\I{ of ~11h1th ... ·r i11stitut1on ~111d ha\ 111g ,u11e111l1l':-. s11ch ~1s toilet:-.. 
parkin!-'. ,1re~i..... hnat bunchc-;_ picnic t~1hlL's. L'tL·. 
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WcbsitL' Addition Focu~ ( irnup Mt'cling Noll's L.1rly SL'pkmbcr 4 

Infomial would be sites that were not otlicially managed by an institution hut has been 
Ircquented over the years hy people. Each site is pictured in the report (Iigure 2.1) with a hricf 
narrative. 

One other thing that they did was desktop exercise to look at boating carrying capacity. Based on 
literature, they tried to get a handle on how many hoats or what hoating density these 
impoundments could handle. 
First, a usahlc lake surfoce was determined hy subtracting a I 00-200 foot area around the shore 
as a huff er for sakty andior environmental reasons. The usahle lake surface was then divided hy 
a boating density. 
This came from literature and varied from each place. Places where mutorhoats could he used 
would have more acres than places that would have people powered hoats, like canoes and 
kayaks. 

Findings of recreation study 
Boney Falls There was an t;PPCO campsite with a hoat launch. toilets and parking. 

There was also an informal site with a launch. 
Cataract There was a hoat launch at the dam as well as a fishing :1rca. pier and a picnic 

area off Route 35. 
There were also a couple informal sites off 35 and then oIT an old bypass where people launch 
hoats. 

Au Train - There was a significant campground. a hoat launch. toilets. capacity for 
vehicles and trailer rigs and also other smaller sites. There were informal sites with a boat launch 
and camping. 
"We think wc·,·e covered that thoroughly, hut people hrought forward mformation and we may 
have missed some." 

Aesthetics - There was a fairly specilic scope from the agencies regarding aesthetics. 
They wanted to map the areas that ha,·e high aesthetic values and then know who values them 
and why. 

Rcscan.:h has shown that pcopk havL' ;:i clear v1s11al pn.:fcrcncc \\-hen it L'omcs to acsthc1ics. Tht.:y 
like to look at water and dramatic relief and when those two arc comhincd. the ranking goes up 
signi Iicantly. 
These wcn: looked at i.ln<l a quantitatin: assessment was undcrtah:n. Each impou11dmcnt was 
suhdividcd into subunits hecause each impoundment has distinct areas with different 
c haractcrist ii.:s. 
Some of the criteria used for the aesthetic study: 

Relief - long distance views (hills, watashed. ridgclincs, dramatic rdiet) 
Physical features - hcaches, rocks, ledges. cli Ih. coves, etc. 
l\tystery- If you aren't quite sure what's out there or what's around the hend, it makes 

you want to keep going. 
Vegetation diversity the number or types, ir there's conilcrous or deciduous or a mix 

of hoth. arc there special emergent wetlands. super story trees, fall color. etc. 
Special feature wildlife such as waterfowl. raptors. eagles, wading birds. moose. deer. 

etc. 
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.-\lsD. l'·a pbcc has tmusual cultur;il or historical katmes like a11 old cnhi11 that has hce1111ic·cl, 
111ai11trr11cd. or l1istoric fc-at1nc that j-.; as:-.rn..:iatt:d ,, ith tht: art:a. tha1 i--; something pt:opk look for 
It hrin!:s memory or mcanint! 

Detractors Exccs...,i\L' rc..,1dc11t1;il. recreational arnl"or industrial dc\-clopmcnl th,1t i1~i-; 
hec11 poorly done a11d does11't go" ith the area·· pcnpk do11·t like that. Poorly sited lacilit1cs 1hat 
arc out of scale. wrong color. doesn't fit. the lines ;1rcjust \\TOil!! with what ~-ou --;cc z1rounJ ~:ou. 

\\"here these '.->itualions cxistL·J. points were t.1kc11 off of the r~1ting. 
Au Train scYc11 :--t1h1111its. ~1 coL1plc high. the rc-;t mL"di11m. 
Cataract-· most \\·t.:rr medium. a co11pk WL'rc low 
Boney - mosl were low 

\\'hen .•.omL·thing·s rated low. it doesn't mean it's 11nattr,1cti\·e. it's just that relative to othl ... 
~1reas. i: didn't ralc ,1s high. 

All oft!1is i11l'or111atio11 is in the r.?port. Some ofit has 11!..-cn modilicd. 

(;ary Emond - Wildlife mul Aquatic llahitat. 
The p11:posc o!'this rart o!'the study was to conduct a hahllat m,·rntory a11J de,elop a hascl111e of 
1101 jus1 thl· hahit<Jh out thcrl· but lhl· species of intcrt::st to the resource agencies. ,.\ listing of 
hahit1h. hoth ~1q11a1ic ~111d bml \\~Js dc\·cloped. In order to accomplish Ihi,. a Ieam of con,ullanh 
was fo1mcd consisting ofwildlifr hiologists. ThL"y worked with King \k(iregor. a cons11ltrn~ 
µro11p hascd i11 1'!iehiµa11 that has a ft,t or np~ricncc i11 the L' I'. llasically they worked" itlr 
1.1µe1H.:il·s to <levdop \\ ork scopes based rn1 l'...,lahlishcd pnHl,cnl and s;impk· proiocol 

In :\-t1y. hL·l1copll'r llights \\·ere co11ductcd. look111g for suitahll' :111d existing bald eagk-. OS]11\'~ 
a11d gn.:.11 blue l1ernng l1,1hitats. The: \\;11L·hed l'or larµ~ pine tree,;,, s11.1µ-, and \\CtlanJs and 
:-.11itahlt- perch trL'L'S. 
folio\\ .11µ llJ1 on that. in .lune. the~ cl1d hn;it s111Yeys and fidd ...;urvey...;, walking the shorcl11:1..· ;111d 
1..·xa111i111ng till' \l'gL·tatio11. l '11den\atcr ca111cra...;. t~:pography. (JPS de\ ices. \·ideo G11lll'r~1" ,ind 
digital -·~1111er1.1s \\l'rL' all 11~L·d 111 tl1L· _,111dy . .-\ 1u1mhcrof1~-pL·:-. of\\etlands ;rnd hahitah \\\.'rL· 
11uted. ·. he !e1.1rn did not loPk fur ~1 ,peUL'~ 1111k...,s ;111 agcnc~· spec1/icall!· <hkL·d IhL'lll to hinL ll'r 1: 
h11t the:: did 1101L· thl' ah:-.L'lllT of ccrt;1m spcciL·"· \Vh,1t the~ li.1t11Hl w~1s all !hrcL' wetl~mds \\ 1:li 
1.1q11~1 \q~e11.1tio11 were t(11111d 111 i.lrL'i.lS with sh1.1llo\\ t~-pography hL'Ci.lllSL' it \\i.lS protected frp111 
l11.1r--h \\ 1.1\ 1..'s. Tlic soils l'n11dt1ci\ L' tu th1.1t k i11d of \·eµ arl' s~11Hl. s1 lt. nnul. ,:le. In h1ghL·r L'llL't 
area'-. 111c~· round L·ohhlc. );r1.l\·el. L'oar:-.L· wood~· debris. old dead tloa1i11µ tree:-.. L'tc. The~· m;1pr1cd 
:ill of that with the i(k~1 that \011 need lll k1H1\\ \\ha1·, out thl're li.lf h;1h1t;1ts to aH1iJ imp~ll'h n:1 
the Janel a11J protect 11. 

l.oons f'l1c; did not l()(1k ;1I (·~,t~1r..ict l'r l~llllL'Y falls hcc..111sc the ~1gc11L·1L'" \\l'l'l' not 1n!L'rL·,,;L•d 111 
thnsc ;1 Ci.h. ThL'Y ohsL·n·ed loons ;1t -\11 Tr~1111. hut 110 11L·-..ts. TliL· loo11s w,.:re11't ac:rng t~rntPri;il 
like thL·~· 1.vpil·~1lly do so it \\a,;, l'llt1clt1lkd th1.1t the~ \\ L'rL' .i11s1 l(1r1.1git1g. The so11~hern part 1-, u,,.:d 
L'\ll'lhi1. cl.v hy s~117d hill l'L111e...; for fcecl111g and roosti11t! at 111ght ·1 hey 1.1lso ohscrvL·d d1tlcr-..:n: 
w;1tcrfl•\\ l "Pceies and woodl~11Hl r,1ptors h1nls ol'prl'J at all three. The~· didn't lind mtwh ,1:,p1H 
~117!· of· hL· impou11d111c111.-; 1h1.11 \\1.1:-. t11H1s11al they \\ ere t~·p1L·al ,irc~1s of thL· \tidwL·:--t and 1]1,: 
norlhc,: ... tcrn L.S. Fro111 tl1L· l'L'Slilh ur thL· Sllld~-. the~ de\eloped i.11.?lllpblL' llrhahitat~. kno'.\ 1'.l)! 
\\ her;..• 11 1s "o that later on ;117~ 1111p..ich roulcl hL· 111111i11111cd 
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\Vchsilc Addition 1-"ocus Group ~1ct.:tmg No!~s Early Scplcmbt·r 6 

('ommcnts/qucstil_>ps regarding presentations 
Susan Finco started off hy saying they would stan with comments regarding the presentation and 
then go around again to get people's perspectives on the aesthetics of the impoundments. 

Where is the hcstjishing? 
Gary: We have information that is on the way to us from the DNR. We don't have any data for 
Cataract. hut we sampled Boney and Au Train. We don't know what the data says, we don't' 
know the typical size of fish species. We do know all 1 impoundments contain warm water fish, 
perch, walkyc. pike, etc. 

Will this infor111atio11 hcji,rthco111ing al the end o(Novemher? Will it he at hand then:' 
(iary: I don ·1 know how the DNR would feel about us releasing field data. What we will do is 
rcpon what's out there, not so much the health of the fishery. 
Shawn: Whenever I have visited Cataract, I have observed people catching fish. It doesn't 
always happen to sec people catching from the shore. We're expecting Cataract wouhl he very 
good. 

Tahle 4.2 - rc/(,rring lo aesthetics, the degree ,f11a1uralis111, uhat arc !hey nJcrring to? 
David: Tl1e natural setting, how umlisturhcd it is. 
It's showing 11cga1ive_fig11rcsfor ('ataract. 
David: If one assumes a lake is natural in character, things that disrupt that nature would get 
negative points. You can sci.! power lines at Cataract. The dams were considered an integral part 
of the landscape. If have other areas arc incongruent with the setting, the area gets negative 

- points. 

-

Is ii explained am-where - I can·, see it. Is there something other than the power lines (that 
110111d give ( ,,1amct negatin' poi11tsF' It is prelly acs1he1icallv pleasing a11d relativch 
wulisturhcJ except for pon·(-r lines. It is hard lo understand hoH· they arrh·ed al that. 
David: We can add a definition of naturalism. An area is assumed natural and anything perceived 
not natural gets ncgatiw points. If you have something that detracts from that natural character, 
it gets ncgaiin! points. 
Shawn: If you look a1 section 4 . .'i. it divides natural character into three categories: low. 
moderate. and high. 1 think that's what you're looking for, for a dclinition or why it's this or that 
Sl'OTC. 

Is ii cnlire~v hecausc ,fp,Hn·r lines? 
David: 1 don't remember exactly ... there arc houses that come down to the shore. An example or 
a detractor of natural character - we were driving along Shoreline Ori\·c in f\..farqucttc and 
suddenly there's hig power plant with large stacks. Aesthetically. it isn't attracti,·c. That would 
definitely get negative points. 

Shawn: Table 4-3 goes through each suhunit and describes where detractors come from. 
I just took a ride and a walk yesterday at the Au Train basin; it's kind of low because of 
maintenance. In comments talking ahout a4uatic weeds and stuff.. Being in lower shallow 
water. the southern end is nothing hut a large mudflat and weed bed. When that study was done. 
there were at least J differclll types of wcc,Is you could sec. tloatini; dead mais of weeds. I low 
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m11ch dan impact docs somcthmµ like th3t --- when you have tli.ll """'Y dill types ofaqucrtic 
life in ,hallow area. how is that set up in yom study'' 
(iarv: \VL· took straight lines across the hasin. il'we get to a poi111 where it µt'ts deep. \Vhat wc·n,.· 
abk to do is map an.:as of suhmcrgent aqua vegetation. \Ve mapped emng.ent \ cgctation (l,o ;md 
different species types. 

Other cwestion I hon' c1111·011e 1d10 ·s lin·cl around tltat area knou·,· !hot H"ithi11 tltat h111cl to lw 
sold it has Jn"Ohohfr tu·o to .four major migration routes jiw dee,·. JFi/1 there l 1c any t_1pc of 
studies clone 011 tt·hat kine/ of imJ"IC! dl'1·elopmc11t 1nmlrl l,01·(· 011 tlzat.'1 
( iarv: ·1 hat is outside of our -.1udy . 
. \'o 110 .\ltulies done 011 /mu/,· tltat would he "old ur clcn·lop<'d'} 
(iary: We didn't do any \\ork ott1sidc• otTl-:RC project lands. 

/){) _nH, folks pion to come hrwk uncl stucf\' tlie hosins during H'O!C'r(i.,n-/ .\('a"m·' I knmi 1·ou ,·un o 
/,·H· ( ·u'lCulion gccw', hut you ·re not hitting the right time ol_n.:or 

(iarv: This wasn't" conducti,c use study. \\'e did,, habitat in,·entory. taking the c,ss11111pti<>n that 
ifa habitat is there and is 11:-.ahk; the species is there a:-. Wl.!11. Just hccausc \\C \\Cn.:n'1 there. 
dncs11·1 mean we wouldn't consider the specie:-; inhahiting that i.lTL'C.I. 
I/ you ·u· asswning, you shuu!J ussumc ,cutcrfou·/ huntn:'> on· there. ) ·,w didn ·, /isl ,1111· 

H·otc1_ji ,w/ hunters. 
(iarv: That would han hcen 11ed to recreation mlTk. 
ro11 did list n·,n·ational uscn. hut nm didn ·, li.,t lwnti'rs 
(ireg: \\'c• h,n c hccn workll11,! on that. 
~j;1ry· :\I Cataract and ,\11 ·1 r:1111 \\ c \\"CTC _iu...,t looking ~11 hahitat ,.:harc.1ctcri-.tH·:-- ( ·cr1ai11 ;m .. •;1-. ar,· 
\\~f:- g_l•tHI for migrating w~IIL'rfowL \\"L' \\'t1rkcd that ~1pproad1 \\·ith D'JR I h~H \\~1s unl' n1· th .. :n 
conccr11s GIil \OU dcten1111h.: \\ hal 1s used hy wakrfo\\ 1'.' If tht' hahiwt i-; then.·. \\ l' as~Ullh'd :l1L'~ 
arc the:\:. 

( Jn 1/w \Ulltlt end rlic/_nJII /i,1 ruugli .'.!.rou.,c· {IIU/ slturptaih :) 
< iary: 1 t' \\l' h .. ·anl drumm111~~ Pr\\ h~1tnot. it \\"ould ha\"e hee11 not~d. 
~hawn OnL' of the tl1111gs lfli:-- 1\:port 1s designed tu d(l 1s to colkct daL1 \\L' didn't h~1\e \\"] '-'ll \\1 .. : 

get to r·lanning non-pro_1cct usc-.;. \\"c'll 11se <1\ailablc d~lla. lf,,e 11.1,·L• other 111fon11:1t1011 ;1ht 1 111 
watcrfc. 1\\·I 11se. in makinµ dccisin:1...;. \\ hcth;.•r !Iii.II L'Xl:-.ling d~1t~1 ~ct:-; 1n10 h.:porI ur llPI. 11 \\t 1:1·t 
111~1tkr :i.n doe1tlllL'llt111~ p11rpP:-:e:--

I see _1·c,11r poinl. hu! if\\'<' er)!(/,/ get our ltwuls 011 other 111/iJn1w1io11 l"Oll ·u, tf\·in_'.!,. 1ltu1 \ruufd J.i · 
u,cful. H ·l' onh· hon· nprH"/,· /1 's good /u he hcttcr in/i,nnt'CI. 
Shil\\ll One thin!! \\"L' \\ ill hL· doing in de\";.•]opinµ lhe S\1P r-; illdicatill); \\ h~ dL'ci:--io11s \\I...''\: 

made. that's where other d:1t~1 will COlllL' int() pl~ry. 

I /iJIIIICi the studh·,· it n·1:1· 111/crn'lin_'..!... 1/ut 1T1-r_1·hoch- k110-.1s tt·o1cr /ta,· fi,/1 ill it. I ,hdn ·, ,,·1 ., /,., 
a/iou/ ,,1igrot111,'.!, hird, 
(_i_,!!}'.: \re co11ld certainly h,c·f tl1e1t 11p 
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Wehsilt! Addilion Fucus (iroup Mc~ling Nnt~s rarly September X 

fou ll'aited till ajier/ishi11g season started to do studies. All the people are 011 the lakes all(/ the 
ll'ildli(e disappears. It ma/las hecause you gave more points to areas that had 11wre wild/if,'. 
Some places rated lrnn.:r because there were more people, which means less wild/ft:. Also, 
erosiou is a hig concern ,fyours, hut ifyou plan 011 pulling 400 houses 011 an impounclme11t, lion· 
would that help:' 
Shawn: One of the things that we will be required to do is to make sure whatever gets proposed 
docs not accentuate the erosion problem. As we've said in earlier meetings, once something gets 
approved. it doesn't mean we can walk away and say so what if it's causing erosion. 
Environmental impacts will have to he dealt with. If non-project use is affecting shoreline, we 
will have to look at that. I can give you some examples 1f somebody is frequently using a spot 
hy shoreline. we will have to take measures, stabilizing it or providing alternative access with a 
stairway or something. It's good you brought it up. We do have to t,1kc that into account. 

Thae are 1w p<'oplc thae right now using it, hut \l'e still have ,111 erosion proMem. 11,e more 
proplc you stick in there. the more erosion you have. As f(,r as the aesthetics ,~lthc place. Hwwy 
Falls iv ill last place because ,?(ro,~/ioJJS and houses and Au Train scored a lot hi!!,hcr hecw,sc 
there are 110 lumses. I/you stick 40() houses there, ,rhat ,rill h11ppe11 to the aesthetics o/the area, 
/ low arc you going lo deal with that? Also, no nests 1n~rej(nmd_/iJr sand hill cranes and hlue 
herrings hut 1110.,t ,ltlu.: study was done in a hoar. You prohahly wou 't_filld nests.floating in 
water. In on/er to .,tudv 200 feet of laud roz, \\'ould have to go 2111woplc widi: and go around the 
hasin 
(iary: We did conduct helicopter flights to look for nests; we scoured those impoundments 
looking for those. Sand hill cranes haw special habitat requirements, wet meadows, hugs, etc. 
There wasn't any of that type of ha hi tat in the project boundary. In Cataract, there was one area 
that is a possible nest mg area hut we rnuldn 't find anything. 

Comments on _l\csthetic Values 
l'veryonc was asked. "What do you use the impoundments for and what do you value about them 
aesthetically'! 

f J l,ke/ their rclatiwlF natural co11ditious. //pm wa111 to go rn11oci11g or/ishing, it °s 11icc to look 
al 1wtun.: arowulyou. On 1110.,1 lakcs. you 'rt, looking al snm,· gll_l' 's hig house, there ·s too nwny 
docks. hoats. 1Ju.:sc places (the impowulmcnts) arc a nin' place to get away_ti·nm dcn'lopment. 
I 'i·e he,·11 to all three - Cataract is the closest one. That's a neat spot; there are lots o/nooks and 
crannies to go in around there. Other than that pm1r·er line, it seemed prclly natural. lots of 
wildlife, didn't seem like a lot <?f"lwating pressure. The trend is more and more ,fthcsc lakes arc 
/)('i11g lost. Frncc lake got bought up and closed up. I late to see the protectious 1101 enfi,rced 

/ li1·e less than" quarter mile north of the end olthe (Au frai11) has in. There are /\\'o grcat thi11gs 
you call enjoy. You can walk along the riFer al the north end. across the dam. tlic.fll/1 colors are 
1111helieval,/e. A 111,mher of people stop to take pictures. {he oth!'r thing is i11 the }<111, you can 
take a canoe 1rhcn there's tt·ater and thl'rt.' 's ahva_vs wildl~fi.., - deer, hear, n·atc1fowl. .. it·., great 
to go don11 on old to,.,,.:er hill. you can watch anything _i:ou walll to see go flying through there. 
It 's_jusl hcen natural enough where you can !!,O down there and there's always something to s,,e. 
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I ralue quiet ,md dork.Iles,·. I go dO\nJ to .-In [rah, at du.,/..: 1'SJ)('ciallr rl11ri11g \f<Jlerf(,H·! 
migrot1011s. I n111nc do\\"ll tlw '"hnre o,u/jn•a sit there it's th,~ lock olh,mwn 11c1ivi1r that 11wkn· 
1/ jl/'('C/011.\ 

Famih,r H'ith honer {alls hut 11crcr us,,cf ii. 

.\'(T(T hccn lo Hollf'l'. But Au /'ruin Oil(/ ( 'atarocl .. 1/wrt' isn ·, f1 nicer spul in //1('./<11!. n,· .·Ill 
Tr11in, _1Dll gut the hills and the H-ater, ii 's /)('Wtli/id I don't uir,· {(I catrh fi.,h; hounn'ng orowul 
0111 in 1/,c hoot, rou look around 011(/ you ·re lost in th,·\\ hole \nu)d (hit·,, it gt'ls all /milt 1111, it'// 
!of.:.c th. II <Jl\'Jl\' 

:Ill [rain hasin there's nuh",fr 11J,,n'. thc,/f\"hi11g is 1'.\n·l!enl, the 1n1lh:\·,,_, !here ore gigo,,,;(• 
It·,. U'J ,,gni::('(/ ;,, moll_\· 11a1io11ul m11g,ci11cs (or it., \\"rdle_rr u,u/ pike. Jhcrt' on' no Jwuscs, 110 
lights ,·t night, I go ice fishmg al mhlnight,j11st go sit nut then'. I ·m oHlr one, that's H-lwt I like. 

I/ ii cnJJh'.\ to aesthetic,·, whf'J1 you 1110/...e II chongl', _rm, to/kc,/ 11h1111t 1111111/wr o/ people 11.,ill~ 
w·,,as. H'/,e11 I Ii\·('(/;,, lo1rcr \.f;,·higo11, in soml' an·as ll H·os hard t" ·"''' th,· lake. Dcpnul'" 1111 the 
degree rldl'n'lopmoll 

i\lon.' l.lH:S_tion com1111..'nts nn th~ t:1nironmL'ntal ~.Hidies 
Rt',!!,(IJ"(/ill,'-!. !ht' -'_l"S/('}lf rlwr {I\"('{ f lo d1'/r'J"lllilU' (I ,.,,nying ("(Jj)(JJ"i!\" 1111d 11si11~ (I },(H)-/(Jot /i11//1 "J". ,;,,. 

n·;wrt ,;hoH·ed 1·c1~r_/(·H· hoot, ur 110 lwuts h, some ,wcas / '111 no! snrc h{}H. that H-;/1 aflcc! 
( P/>C() 's plons 011_/1/ling !he/{}/., IIJJ. ( ·,aaruf"! rlur'Sll "t lun-c the t·c1;,ac·1f\· "/ hr1w//i11g \'<'IT JJltlJI\" 
hnals _1 et 5,\ lots ore pn,j,,,-/('(/. 
II "ho! cl/r'd \\ rmld 11 lu\\· cnrrriJ1g ,·uj)(Jcil_r h,ffr' 011 plm,'" to dtTt'lu;1 !hut (ll"t'rl :' 
I )a~i_!: l!Jl'. c,irrying c apaut:,. was dPnc to gl\ L' a :-.ensc uf thL' appropriate 1111mh1:r of hoah ( >n 
Catara,·t, that's not the k111d of place to ha,·e .1ct skies and specdhoah 011. l'crson powered hoah 
,, nuld hi.: 0L1~· I h~1t ,,-~1:-. _lLht in tlKrL' to µi, L' c.xampk:,;. 11's not ddimtl\·.: 

Nigh!, O\~-- \\"1' -,.c 1t·onTi11~ r1/·"11t 1J,,, m1111hcr o(dri.--k, 0111!,c,l' ha.,i11., It tlll_l"Ollt" 1ralllf'll !1 1 do 
/{}/!uH· 1//J ,-/1<'1·/... 011.-l11 J"ro111 /iosi11. Jlo\\· 1nJ11/rl l 1t' u -~"ud lilll(' h('t"OU.,,· lh<'l"t" ·,. JI() ~,·af("J" r11 ! 
1hcn' .. I\ _,J,11(lr1\\· u,· ii is. 11r111 i., t/l(' !111tt· /{} sc,' ,t,,, illlj)(lf"l u/ ,lu~·ks. _rrm ( 1111 rnJ/lr ,·cc 1h,1! 
hu!lom -IJ10/ill'I" ,;u,•sfioJI. //11' r'USI \"ld1· {}I ho,in i., Jjllilf• hi/Ir if h{}llfr'\ or,· Jill! iH thr1t .-11-. ·i1 hu, 
,my 01. ,.,ideralio11 lwn, gi\ in_<.:. !1, \\"Jttcr (J11rdi1_1· dn,· lo r1111,,// ,111rl .,1 ·11 og,, in tho! ,,n·o 
S_hawn. ()nL' oftliL' thinµs th~1t \\lll'II '.\atL'IT<l pl.in:,; dc,·ch,pllll'lll. th1..·\ h~1\\: to 111ah~ Slll"L' c;1L·h !Pt 
has an ;JeceptCJhk locatu111 ti,r 1!"11 ThCJt comh1ncd "llil tile cltst'111Cc from tile actual 
1mpou11dmi..:nt should 1,1kL' 1ino acunml tiHhL' co11ci..:r11:-.. 

llhal /...ind nl;Jrohln11,· di,/ 1·()11 um 1Jl/u oJI 1he r·rl\I,id,··) /50 lilllc '/lJ"lJl':!_S. ull l·omc r/0;111 ·!J(, 
,;d,'s '!Flhus,· hi//.,. )·011, 011 Ii<' 011 0/Jpro/JJ"/rll<' dishmn· a1q1_r /nJJ11 tllr' HO!J'J". h11111-lwl hu/'/h"IJ,· 
()Jl /OJJ rd thflt hill im;,w-r~ 1hr11 \\"(1/('J" ond !hu! ho,·i11. nu· f!C0/11,, II} ,t,( · ( "()JJ/IJ/IJJli!_\" rll"I' ( "fill: t'l"i"/t·d 

oho11/ ,Ins /)('nJll.\t' 11(//,t· f_l"/'0!.!.1"0/Jhr. 
(j~: ~atc:rr~1 has 11ot d1:,cl<1pL'd an:,.; pLms ~Tl hut infn likL' that i-. ,·er~ 1111purt f<n future 
l" l llh tJ.:rat il )11 
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Website Addiliun • i:ocus Group \kcting Not~s - Larly Scpt~mbcr 

As part o/these .rtudies, you didn't make any concl11sion o/the de,·elopment o/proi,•ct /andr on 
habitats> 
<iary: No. We're working for UPPCO. not l\'aterra. We're just looking within the FERC 
boundaries. 

Is anyone doing studies on pnlject land? 
Greg: That would be directed towards Naterra. 
Brad: We don't <lo in<livi<lual environmental impact studies. We work with the health department 
and septic systems. 

You could wipe out these streams because you 're on prfrate land-; 
Shawn: '-lo. They arc protected regardless because of state law. 
Brad: We inrnlve Dl'Q and other proper authorities before we <lo any dc,clopment. 

Are there any raptors nesting? 
Brad: :--Jot on our property. 

/\/o de\'t:lop,m·nt has heen proposed on tlw 1•astside cf/Juncy: ivtJCn ;\/atcrra plans on that. I ~viii 
have something to say. 
Naterra: There arc no roads. It will probably he sold to an adjacent property owner. We can't sell 
lots where they have canoe or boat access only." 

Regarding the environmental study it seems more and more that all w,, 're doing is building, 
better hrochure_f(Jr Naterra to sell land. 7/w more aestllCtfr·ally pleasing the land is and the mun· 
animal.,· _1·011fi11d, it drives up lot prices. 
(ireg: I understand why you would think that, hut the real purpose was to identify the features nn 
the reser,oirs. so we can determine where things shouhl he done. where they should not be done 
and get an inventory. What you have been telling us is this is hcautili1l place, we know that. hut 
the inventory tells us there arc areas where nothing should he <lone and maybe areas that should 
he dc\'cloped. That is the purpose. Lnderstan<l where you're coming from because you had nice 
secret on the Au Train. It's documenti:d now that this is nicL' place. 
It's not onfv water we ·re concerned ~dth, lots all around plun•s people can '1 get. There's nolwl(r 
on that land, 110 access, so once people have houses and lots, it ,n'/1 he taken m·£'1'. It will be thl'l'c 
backvard. We 'I/ lose the lake ANO the wo,"1'-. 

ll11nting pressure I see ho11· a m1111her o/ people using the land will have an {1(/i-erse a{fi·ct. It's 
/JNR policy too. An example could he !-.:wen township, the timherlands dt'n..'lopmenl, I haven't 
heard anything to the negative 011 that where people ha,·e complaim·J, seems like it would I"' 
,,·ith policies related lo h1111ti11g ,mdfishing. 

Shawn's comments on the Au Train <lrawdown 
Shawn: We need to <lo another news release on the Au Tram drawdown. It's unique from an 
environmental standpoint and a dam standpoint. The only way we can draw down 1s I 00 CFS 
through the powerhouse. 
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\\'c bq;an in l'.;nly J1111l'. and \\i.: did a 111.!ws release \\:l; prohahl~ tll'.l'.d In do an update hL·ciusi.: 
that \i..·a~ a long time .l!!O. v..·c·n: still vicwin!! it as work in}.! on the same project hut those nnt 
familiar with the process don't\ il!w it like that. As we did hcgi11 maintenance work on thi..: south 
lc\·y, \\L' needed to do some tcstin!! in the hasin itself Thal lcstin!! has not yet hcgun hccathi..: 
wc·n: waitin~ for hcd to dry out. It i-; a mud hole right 110w. Th;1t testing is to look for depth to 
hcdroc,. tliat is somcthin!! Fl:RC has askc·d t" to do. llascd on that. \\C \\ould haYc to prop,"c 
changes to the dam. \Vc·rc doing maintl!11anc1..· and tl'.stillJ:!. \tainti...·11ancc started on the 21st. \\'1..• 
will get out a llC\\S release It> say how long we expect it tn continue. S()lllC areas of the dy~c !ll'L' 
:-.light]) lower than 01h1.;r ar1.;a-... so t·TRC has ask1.;d 11s lo raise lhL· dc\·at1on. II s1.;11lcd h1.;c.rns1.; 
some or the or!!allil: malcrial has dci..:omposcd 1ha1's a 1l1L·ory. l11 addi1io11 to that. \\hen \\·c 

reached the lo\\Tr lcn.:1. ifw1.; would continue as the license say:-.. thal n.:servoir would con1irn1c 
lo drop. So wha1 w1.; ha,·1.; aski..:d the r1.;som-cc agcncil'S for is It> reduce 1hc amount or \\·atcr !o Ir~· 
to kl'lT it from drnpping. It's hccn a dry year. so wc have ,-1.;ry little\\ at1.;r coming i11 
l·\·apor:ition in the smnmcrtilllL' is a hiµ factor. to(). 
\\'c may Sl;L' it conlinue lo drop -.;]owly. hnt wi..:·rc trying to r.;._•d11u,: that As soon as \\'1.;·rc dlHlL'. 
"~ wiJ, gladly bc!!ill to refill. 

Is the /'vdl'rol (Ju\'<'Ullll<'lll tigltlt'llillg dO\nJ 011 !t'\Y cuntru/ \ill(·,, uhut ltup/Jt'Jll'd in .\'t'i.\ 

( Jr/ea11,· :1 

(ir1.;g: f'.:n. it's par! of dam :-;afi..:ty program. i\01 to say dam" ;1n.:11·1 -,ak h~· Ihc s1andard 1hc~ \\·1.;rL' 
built h;. huI th1.;y impk1rn.:nt1.;d a program 10 years ago to prcpan.: for thi..: "prohahk maxi11H1!ll 
llood ... It w,h mathematically calculated. bas~d on rnn offoniciatcd and till' "orst ra,n c,cnl. 
\\'c h<J\ 1.; had Io !ll()dif) lllthl of the dams in \\'PS\; r1.;solirccs_ \\'1.: own 3-l dams under 2.i !:I I{(· 

license•, and most had to ha,c ,omc sort ofmodtticallon. We're rcbutld,n)c dykes.\\ hc11 a 
h111nun;oth tlo\\' is cnming o\ i..:r. thl· conc1.;r11 for the ma,illllllll llood is that dam\\ ill tip o\ er 
It's not j11:-t th1.; dams in \lid\\ .:sl. all across l ·s. Th1.;y·n· doins rq1!accmc11ts of major d~ k .... ·-... 
C()!lcrct~ work. etc. It _,tarli.!d way he fore the poor leYies 1s~t1L' in '.\L'W ( >rkans. 

I /uw ore you l10/,111n11g_ that I o,·swnc .n111 're d11111JJi11g H'Urlll('I. H ,1/('r in tilt' h11.,i11 

.Shawn_ \\"hL'll wcath1.;r w;1s forcc1s1i..:d :o hi..: ahO\L' XO degrees. \\L' did daily 11.;mpl·rattllT rl·,1d1n~-,. 
hut if\\ atcr µot aho, L' 1.:crtain tc111J1L'ratLn1.;. \\ L' \\·tiuldn ·t rcleasL' tllL· full ( TS. l .1ndcr normal full 
ck\·atiPn. ~011·rc drawing \\·ati..:r from bottom \\h1.;1"1...-' it's colder In all 1hc ~-L·ar...; \\L'·\·c (kall w1tl1 
draw dnwn-;. durinµ warm niJ.dlh. hut now wc·n.: h;1\·in!-! colder 11i~lih "i() ll is k-..:-. ofa co1llcrn 
\\"c ·r..: ·r~·111g :o ~ct drawdo\\ 11. h11t if s1.;t ra111. go hack\\ anb, 1 f) ou :--hn\ do\\ 11. that c!h.·ct..., 
tL'lll(1CL1tl1rL:-.. tkLi~·s dra\\down 1t·.._ good for dra\\"CIP\\Il to h1.; ;1th·~· ~-car 

/11th(' 1·01wrs .\t'l/f i11 la.,, n1<1i'111g, it soi· 1ntlw11t 1n1tt'r ,1cn'.,., and rlu,-kin_';!, nghts. tht· \·0!11t· dro/h 

50 "o. ~"il<', 011do., in .\lorqll<'lf(' .,old ht'/i!Ft' thc'I' 1\·c'rt' h11i/1. !ht'l't' ·, ,ul1/(' /1,r thl' arena. th, ·\·c· 
h'tT(' .,r,/d and thC'_r ·r(' huild111g 111urc· lhc_r ·re 110! \UJl'ITIII_~: i1/in1,t l/(/1-ing duck,·. th(.'_\' j11,'f 111111! fu 
sc·c· \\'OJ,'r J11.,t 11,ing tht· l·ondn, t1,· 011 t·.r,nll/Jh'. Tht'''l' /WO/l/(' dnH ·1 hon' OJI_\. tn1fl'r n\:lit,· ;,u, 
thosC' h/fi!d111gs i\ l'f't' ,·old li~"111n· thlT tq'rt· co11111l('f<'d II p111 ( 011 scr' ll(ltcr. 1! ·_, 111st a., gru,d .1, 

JJ11tl111g, o duck in t/1{' ll"llft'I" 

Susan: l'hL· tor1c of tllL' lll.'.\t 11h.· ... ·tm~. \\ h1ch 1s Sl·p:cml'lT -~-". -;;11111.: '.tllll', :--amc place. will 1,: 
cconomit imp;1cts. 
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Upper Pcnninsula Power Company Au Train (FERC NO. 10856) 
I.A'al) SALlS Cnsst'I TATION DoC'l.:MFNTS 

Att11chme11t 47 
5 September 2006 

P1;uuc co,nlF.N'l'S FR(HI Dol'G Sc-m:11:\E\IA~ 
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From: Doug Scheuneman fmailto:dscheune@ner.t1mberproducts.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2006 12:31 PM 
To: Pu,en, Shawn C 
Cc: Les!ey.Kordella@ferc.gov; JOhn.estep@ferc.gov 
Subject: E·Pro Environmental Assessment of Hydro Projects ( I 864, 10854, 2506, 2402, I 0856) 

Shc1wn: 
The Alger County Fish and Game Alliance has read thru comments made by the Michigan Hydro 
Rel censing Coalition to your company and FERG on August 28, 2006 regarding the 
Em.1ronmentul Baseline /\ssessmcnts conducted by E-Pro Consultinq on your fimi"s bet1alf 
OUI orqanization is extremely concerned that these studies were t:)O superficial and lacked the 
necessary intensity to provide the type of information that will be cecessary for lifelong decisions 
to te made regarding non-proIect use of proIect lands. Although we certainly agree that your firm 
sho.,ld be able to sell your non-proIect lands, we are very concerned that whatever you ask to rJo 
wit~ In !tie project boundmics will have a negative effect c.:n .=ill current recreational users of the 
prOJ<JCI lands 
Fro-n here fori.varcJ all of my comments will be restricted t:.i the /\u 7 rnin 88s1n Hydro site 
(#11)85G) 
Tl1e study of the Autrain Basin was too broad for this lar~e flowane. ,t only skimmed the suriace. 
The time period of the E-Pro work was nol only short in dural,on but was taken at ,i period when 
.. nmmal~ recreational use was at a minimum compared to other months. Whtie there were some 
fish~rmcn and a few carnp8rs. pe.=ik use of the campgrounds does not occur until after the first cf 
Jul) 
Penaps the most significant use of shoreline (project) I.ind meas_ alo11g tt1is 1mpoundment_ is 
waterfowl hunting and bird w,itching during the fall m,grat,on. Frorn Sept 1 through the first tw,, 
weE·ks of November use of project lands, on bolh sides of !his flowage, peaks Olher importanl 
recrec1t1onc1I uses of project I.ind such sightseeing, hfking, and cnnoe111q or kayakI11g occur mn 1:•I' 
fror1 soring thru fall. However, tt1ere is some winter ice f1sh1ng aI1d s11owmobiling. 
/\Ii nf these users could be negalively impacted by non-projecl uses of proIecl IRnds and noth,r 0 
wa~ covered in the E-Pro study to address this issue. 
The problP.m tt11s year In the Basin for trying to study recreat10I1al use .n c1II scnsoI1s_ Is tt1at :he 
pre::ient dmst1c ··drawndown··. for whatever reason. h.=is .=iltc-cd <md even eliminated c1 lot of !~-l' 
-noI nml"· recreation.=il use of the impoundment 
We suggest tt1at additional slud1es be set up for nexl yP.<H. 1f 11orinal water Ic,,eIs perimt. to 
me;1surc ti-Jc current rec.:rec1t1onal use of the Basin_ Then pert1aps 1ntell1gent decisions can l,e 
inacle regard1nq the real imµac.:t thal non-project uses of proicc.:t lands on this flowagc will huve 011 
c1i: r,~crcationa1 users. Tt1e11. and rn1ly then. can a sound SMP be ·:mtteI1 fo1 the /\uTra1n Bas-:· /\ 
p!ci1 thnt \...-1il insure w1y st1orel111e development occurring w1tt'llr1 pro1ect l)()undarics be cor.s1st!-:I11 
w1U tl1e re1~i..;1reme11ts cwd rIJrooses of the Federc.1I License lhat Is In place 'rH :t11s Hydro site 

S,c,:erely. 

Douq Scheu11e1T1an Sr 
Vici, Prcs,denl. ACFGA 
Mui IIsII1~1- \1i 
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L.Jpper Peninsula Power Company Au Train (FERC :--JO. I 0856) 
LAN!l SAi I'S CoSSIII.TATIOt-. DOCUMENTS 

Att11chment 411 
28 September 2006 

Fon:s GROl.'P l\lEETl:-.G AGF.r;I),\ 
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t:ppcr Peninsula ll~drneleclric l'rujcct: 
September 2X. 2006 l':istcrn Focus ( iroup \ kctmg .-\gcndJ 

i'"ocus ( iroup Purpo~~ 
Ttic Fucus (iroup is an ,uh i:-.ory group. \\'h1k it is ncitl1er ;1 de<.:is1on making hody. nor\\ ill ~ou 

ht: ;1sh:d to reach consc11:--us on ;my issues. your input 1s import;mt. \\'cask that you 
• Pro\·idc fl'cdhack on the top1L'. hL·ing pn . .:sc11tl·d 

• Sh<JrL' wh,1t your kan1 wi!h othL"rs in tlii.: community 
.PPCO th;111ks you for taking thL' timL tu he a part of the process 

6:oo p 111. <, 02 p.m. \\ckume S, opening comment,: Susan hnco 

6:02 p.111. 6 1, p.111. 

(,:I' p. Ill. - 6 -15 p.lll. 

• Thuhd:i,. ( lctohcr I <I 

Fncus group mcmher introductions ( Approx. I · 2 m1m1tcs 
c:ich) 

• \;a\llL' and organi1ation(:-.) you arc r\.:prcsenting 
• \Vhat arc you he.inn~ Ill the cornm1111ity from your 

;1:-.-.;ocia1L•-.;•i 

Presentation on Economic Impact Analysis 
• Tom Baadi.: 
• Roger TnHkau 

Fonts group memhl'r rommt·nt, / q11t•,tions 

:'\lccting adjourns 

ll'CIHII"\(; \IEETI"\(; I) \TES: 

l·;1~tern hKlh ( in1up \ki.:t111g 
• 
• 

lllllr~daJ. ;\l,\.L'lllh1.:r 

TIH1rsda\. "\o, cmh,·r :'ll 
!:;,,tern l. I': llr;ifl S\11' < Jpc11 I loi"c· 
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Upper Peninsula Power Company - Au Train (FERC NO. 1085(,) 
LAt,;Jl SAI.FS CONSl)LJATIO'< l)O('IIME~TS 

Attachmelll -19 
2 October 2006 

f-\lAIL CoRRI::Sl'0'<IIF:IVt:. '.\IICIIIGAI\ D'.\R C<nn1txrs 
RE: Rt:\"ISF:0 Si\lP GOAI.S A:-.0 OBJt:CTl\'ES 
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L;ppcr Pcn11isula Power Company - .-\u Tra111 (!Tl{(' 'iO. IOX'i/,) 
l..\'ll SAi.LS ('o\Sl'I.T,\ 11(1\ l)c,ci \II'\ IS 

Allachm,•llf 50 
.\lid October 2006 

Wt:11,11 t ... \flllf rn" .. Fons Crmt P \h:n 1.,1; 'io It:, 
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LPl'CO FOCUS GROLP ,n:ETli'iG - SAWYER - SEl'Tt:i\lBER 28, 2006 

Susan Finco opens meeting, goes over agenda and opens lhc noor for initial comments. 

INITIAL COMMJ-::,JTS FROM FOClJS Ci ROUP MEMBl'RS ONLY TIIRFF. A TTENl))I\G 
"/ dun 't hal'l' 11 \\'ho!<! lot to give lo th<! group tonight. ., 

"W<! have 01gani~ed visits to basins that hm·<! brought people 011/ to support.for keeping thing,· 
natural." 

"/ 'm not hearing a whole lot: tliere is 110 \\"liter al the Au Train basin so l'FCl~\'ulle is gone. 
f '111 ,rnnderi11g \\'here the/ish \\'Cnt. f 'd say about 314 o/tlw lake is go11<!. " 

UPPCO: Did you sec press release in the paper'' 
I just sm,· something that said to stay oflthe hasin 
UPPCO: We did do one explaining the draining based on your comments at the last meeting. It's 
up to the papers whether they want to write a story. 
It just said 110/ to drive J<wr wheelers 011 the An Train hasin 

UPPCO: For us it's still one project. but to others it may not he app.irent because it's hccn going 
on since June 

Side note from l'acililator: __ Regarding lhc date of the open house. It says on the agenda November 
2. There is lots of pre- election stuff going on that week so we will he rescheduling it. We will 

.., get something out to you as soon as \VC know tomorro\\' or ni.:xt \v~ek. 

-

PRESEl'iTATIOl'i O'I ECO:'>OI\IIC l!\IPACT A;\ALYSIS- TO\I BAADE, 'IATERRA 
DEVEI.OP\IE'IT ,tA:\AGER 
T,vo months ago these numhcrs came out. I will go over how we arri, cd at tht.:se numhcrs. 
We used existing projects to come up with these numbers these were similar projects in Central 
Wisconsin. Some or lhem had their own piers; others had a multi-slip pier system. There arc 500 
units in Castle Rock. These are real recent numbers. 

f'i111ba Bay · /!,is devc!op111e11t had ahotl/ /0,(JOO acres and 38 1111it.1. Of those, there 1.-cre.fimr 
units o.flthe 1rnlff 11·ith 110 1·iC11· and 110 slip. 711<!.1<! 11·<!11t_{<1r 542,950. !here 1.-cre 24 units ..-ith a 
slip• it i:,· a multi•slip pier H·here cacli uwrn:r is entitled to tic up 011c hoot thusc .,old j(Jr 
587,317 each. So you can Sl'<' \\'hat value a slip adds. JJu:sc unit., ll'et<' roughlr the same si2e. 
ahout /ll'o acres .. 11,ere are!O !-LRCfro11tage properties that look Iii,<! lake lots and l,m·,· 1·ie11-.,· 
of the 11·ater these.10/d_li,r S/31.450. Q: lloll'are the 24 unit., di//en·11t ji-0111 the fir' 
The IO had a view. the 24 didn ·1. 

{): Were those the 540,/HHJ:' 
~o. those were the S 111,000. The ones for $40.000 had no slip and no view. We wanted you to 
sec most current numbers and what drives the number these units sold out in two months. 
I k1urn· a guy H-/w dol'S real estatl' mu/ he said land is 110/ 11wFi11g ri_~/11 now 
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Wehsi1e ,\dd1tinn Fucth ( irnup \ kcllll!-! l'\oJcs \11d ( ktoher 

I'm glad you mcnlionc<l it. \\'c flan~ seen it slow do,,·n hccathL' ofg~h ;rncl interest rate:-. . .-\ lut or 
folks h 1y with a home equity loan. sn as !he inlcrc-.;t h~1s gone 11p. thL' sale~ ha, c J-!OllC <lown. Hut 
wc'\'L' hcL'n in business 2(1 ~,cars: the nvtrkel goL'S up and down. 
,\lso. these rriccs arc higher th;m they would be in the l.l.J'. These de, clorments arc by ( 'hica~o 
~rnd tvlih-..aukcc. There is i1 larger pool of'pcopk making more money. \\·cha, c <lone 1rn1rh.·1 
studies 111 the L. P. atl<I feel there arc values ur here h111 since y 011 ha, e to dm c fonhcr. the land 
is kss. I sat in 011 a hi ind marketing test when.~ they h,1d str<mgcr" th~1t migl1t he interested in land 
in the l !.!'. We asked. wh:11 do you think ahout 1.rnd in L P. an,I hc·anl a lot or words like S1hcna. 
cold w•ntcrs. desolate. isobted But when you talk to them ahou1 it. they started to realite the 
same tliings a, to why people ll\c here. The lakes arc in better shape. there's more value. \\'c 
spent a coupk years ft!,!Uring 0111 if this is doahk and WL' arL' conlidcnt it i~. 

tl'e ·n, ,t// heard comm,'JJfs ahnut 9 111011/hs u(irintcr owl:? 111ullfi1s olharc/ sledding. 
Yc,1h. that's the first thing th,11 can1c to mind. 

,\nothcr rroiect is Twin Lakes (Ill Wisconsin) this dcvclorment IS off to the side and lllOle 
ditlicult to get to. There arc four 11nits with no slips th,11 went for ',27.200. Fifteen units w1'11 « 
slir we,11 Ii,r S-16.21 <i. There «re f <J units on the ITRC · houndar, w i1h ",Her, iew that wc111 for 
S 1.11.900. ,\ w«ter ,·ic,,· is the lll<bl ,·aluablc thing. These lots arc nwre alfonlahlc than other 
ones. h~c~n1sc or tile type of bnd. It had hL't.:11 logged. had had \\·1ndstur111:--. it wasn ·, 111 .. ·~irl:,- ;1~ 

11ic~ as somclhin~ L·lsc. It has a lot to do with dit'h..-rcnt pieces. h1r L'.\ampk· land with ~1 hit .,f 
rorlar ,rnuld ~,, for less tl1«n land \\ith his! ,,·hitc maples 

There ts conlinuc•d dc,·cloprncnt at Castle Rock. so we have prnjcctcd "hat prices\\ ill he. 1.P:, 
I\ 1thou slips ,nn1ld he about S-!0.000. with slips S 100.000 and with fronlae!C wouhl he :ih,·111 
~.,00.()!Hl. 11\, kind 0L1 trend to show y()u the difference of\·a]L11,.' with ha\·inµ. or not ha\·i11:! 
docks. ;·m not going to sh: ~n\·,:1~·. ohYiously \:.i1L'rrn \\ ill tr: to t!et docks out thcrL' heca11sl.' 1: 
dri,·L·s 11p ,·;l111c . .-\1 tlli:-- po111t. there ~ire so 111;111y 1mknow11s. 

GOl'.\G O\ER ASSL:\ll'TIO'.\S 
.-\n Train To,n1shi1, 22lJ ](It:-; <ll"L' .i:--sumcd. I his t_!l)l'S \\·ith thL· as:--111nption of roads he1t1t: ht11l~. 
some 11:di\ idual pier:-. lnll ~1 h1ilk ut" tl1i..:111 \\ot1ld h~I\ e n111lt1-sl1p p11,.•r-.., _..;o 1,.•\·er: one could )-!i.:l lHle 
slip. Ju-..,1 :--o :~n1 k1w,,·. \\·t.: li11i--hL·d 1..:alcula11ons on c·astk Rrn.:k ;md \\e·r"-· huildin~ ou1 al(, 
[lLTeent per \C~lr. II "L'L'lll:-- to h1,.• 1110\ ing ,lion~. \\·11h 2:'l) lots. 11 will hL· ahoul 10 I~ :"-·~ir...; 11 ,:flll,: 
it appr< 1aches l)() JK'l"CL'lll ht1ildo11t. \\·.,_. rnrcl:,.· J.!l..'l 100 p1,.'l°l'1,.'t1: hL'1..\lll:--1,.' lo:s ol'peopk hu:· llli'I""-' 
than or-clot. This 1s _iusl Olk' ~1:-,,su111pt1011 lll<Hk if C\ er: tlii11g l1~1pJK'll1..·d Plll tiler"-· 

f"hL'SL' m1111hcr~ \\L'Tt.: figured ~il 11011-'10111cstcad la.\ rate:-. \:atcr-r,1 j...., ;i r,:1ir\.·111L·t1t and rccrc;1110:1,il 
lwmL' (!L'\·cloper. \1o:--t (Ir the-..1,.· I WPtild g11e-.s - ~rnd h: luokin~ :11th"-· ck\ ... ·lopm;._•nt w1,.··\ c t!t111:...· 111 
th"-· l ! I' - W(ltdd be <Jo pl..'r(,,:nt pith 11011-lwmc...,k·ad. \\ hil·h i...; ;1 l1i~~lier 1~1\ r~il1..'. ·1 hl..' lllt;ll tl)r .\11 
Train ,:;11ne I<> «hmll \<Jllll.000 dull.1r, i11 nc,, la,c,. 

!hu.,e i!WIJhcrs wen' re<,li:t·cl ho.,t·d u11 \i-/101 's ho/Jflc11111g .-11 ofh<'r un·u., ·, 
ft'" \\lut \\C·\~ a,·L·r.t\!i..'d in other pl~1ccs. f"lw milliq.!L'S :ir"-· from Cl)t1t1l:,. ;1:--:-cs"lll(llh 
/., thut .,, llro/ fa\" n·n·1111,<' 
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\\'chsit~ ,\dtlit1011 Frn.:11s (Jroup \1t.'ctmg f\:otcs \hd Octobl.'r 4 

Y cs. The hi).!).!Cst gain coming is in the schools. It goes directly through local schools. As a 
recreational developer. we rarely sec school-ai-:cd children on our developments. There's lots of 
revenue with very linlc cost with regard to schools. 

(R~ferring to the au1w1ptio11s handout) One assumption is water <l(Tess, tt-fwt do you mean hy 
1/w(' 
It refers to the ahility to get down the water. 

Evcl'.l'OIIC has the right to >!,l'I on to tile water on l·hRC land. how would you not have 1n1ter 

access? 
Perhaps we used the wrong term. The idea is to he able to keep a boat in the water. It should say 
water access with docking rights. 

I/as :\latcrra ever fwd a hasin H·herc there u·cre no docking rights allowed! 
None that I'm aware or. 

Can yo11 see holl' that's ,h[fi.'renl than \\'hat vo11 're looking at ll'ilh these dn·elopments'As a 
p<!rso11 \\'ho likes 11at11ral things. I \\'Ollid pay morefi.,r lot with ,w hoats.jet skis. c/c. I/I could 
toke 1mlk aficr s11ppcr and look al the lake and the loons. that wo11!d he ml11ah!c. 111 the last 30 
years. there has h<'<'II more i11/er<'st i11 that sort o/thi11g. !here·., prohably 1101 a lot amilab!cji,r 
that. !.ukes have heen dn·elopcd; people put houses as close to 1vatcr as they can. sometimes 
over the water. But there is a growing movcme11tfor pcop!c who want to get off couch and gel 
011/ there. I ,rnrked at Yello\\'s/011<' _\'<'<!rs ago and ifym, ll'alkcd I 0/)/<'<'I oflthe road. you \\'Crc 
alone. Jhe last time' I 11as there it \\'OS so dif]i:rml. J'l,e 11·ood,· 1.-en'/11/1 o/people. llwt \-
changing 111 the cowzlly. ,\1y generation is more willing, to gel out there a11d enjoy nature and 
look al rh;ngs. I don·, li.11ow {lth;s projection you ·re 111akr'11gfrom Central Jl'isconsin applies 
here. 
You have a couple different thoughts here. You're right. there is a trend in quiet sports, kayaks. 
tishin!!, etc -

F.,1>ccia/~1· in .\larquetle County. 110n-motori::cd sports arc big. 
\\.'care spcc:ilkally looking at 1ha1 for Ca1aract. The bigµcr tlowagcs. where there's a lot more 
water. people \\ill likely want to have a lishing boat or a pontoon boat. We're appealing to 
different markets. Quiet sports is a much smaller market tlwn the trend to have the ability to he 
on lake and have a pontoon. The values show that. 

(lyou \·c wTer had one <fthcse developments with no docking rights, than you ne1·er know 
We have one with much larger frontage. It's a no wake lake. that's taken a couple years to sell. 
We ha,·c people call and when we say you can't have a wake. they look at 11 and decide they'd 
rather haw lake they could have a pontoon or lishing boat on. One last thing on quietness - 11 is 
,·cry valuable and to me. the way we're looking at developing thcs.:: areas. we won't have homes 
on top or the lake. FFRC has boundaries. 

!(nm have pontoon hoats, that's going lo kind of .. 
\\·c•rc going to take 25 linear feet with docks. There will he plenty or space with no docks. 
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Fhc J>ictnrc o(two JWll!oun fiuo!S on !/I(' la/.:c ond the ol/C H"fthoul. II·_, ,, 0,11111/ctch- di/(crt'ill 
scene 
Both Inn: ~1 d1fkrL·nt \'iC\\ 
Yo! 11c ·r•ssorily. whn1,·F,'r _\·011 ·n· doing real stoic 1IJ>JJro1s,tls. yon 0111 nen•r get u11 c.\'ocl .. 
Loe at i11n, loc;llion, we won· t k llO\\ if it'-; priced appropri;itcly or not. 

:fhu111 ·!,,· Ihm· oj"d,prc.,.,·ion .. "i'O /J('l"CCl1I ,f/and \\·11., rural. I hrn //1('1"<' \nt, ,1 sl,i/i <111{/ o., f;lllt' 

goes oil, 11·c 11 see more 1>,·011/r• 1nmti11g to he olfl in the n·uud,·. 
I think you're riµht. l'n~ hccn to town tlll'ding.-., an<l wc·\"L' hcL~li picking \\hen: they want tu :-.1..'L' 

p11blic :1cccss. trails, gL·tting input from folks that fin: tll~r:..·. Right now thL· town and CC.Hllll\' 
don't v,·ant free land. It's nut like 1..'\l'rything 1s µoing to gl't wrc1.:kcd. It's ~1 hala11cing act . 

. ·lhout ,1u homc,"/cwl lond. !his ha, hec11 going 011 ;,, the l ·.1, f(w o long 1ime, lak'-·,· gt'! 
den'loj,ed /Jt·o1J/c J..ceJJ ln11/di11g higger and higgcr lwmcs and it gc/s ::oned f(Jr seasonal 11.;t' 

frpic<1t/y Jh'O/J!c <T<'ntuu/1_\ H·u111 to /i\"(' here ycor-nn,nd They rr·tirt· hen· and declare U's:r/el{( c 
there. 1 Jr the hn,hand dct ·!a,r,; residence in one 11/acc and 1he n if(· declor1·., it the othn· fJ/(f<"1' .,o 
tluy n,11 g<'I lunnt'Sl<'<ul 1,n1•s in hot/, JJ/an·s. It'., a ho Ille ·,dth luf.:1,,hon · /h'OJJ!t• and ti,,, 
10-..n1sp('oplc. f 'm sure yon ·n· hcord o/'tlwt in H'atcrsmcc/. Jiu~\· hon· /.:ir/,; that need the 111,llot:t · 
in sr.Ju,ol and the lo/.:e 1ico1 1lc \·ute it donn hecause thc_r don·, hon· kid,· (ion·n1mcnt /h'O/J!t' 
1!,i11J.. tl1e_\· ·re .".!.rlilf.'-.' fu h,n-t' Jlfurc mull<'_\·, /mt 1/,c_\· llf..Ter lunf.. ,11 /101\· 1h1· C\f}('1J,·c, \\ 111d fl/I From 
\\·hot I 1·c St't'n, rhe more den·l01n11ent, the higher the tar 1.,·. 

\\'e're ,_!eltin~ a littk off topic: \\'e can get into the topic orso1.:ioloµ~· another tilllL'. I Ill' ui-..; 
ht.:nl'fit comparmg .-\u ·1 r~1111 to tlh.' Bund !-"alls llowage, th~ m11lagL·s arl' roughly thl' :,;;mw. ht1: 
the tax,.;s Ill :\u f"r;nn arL' ln\H'r because or dc\"clopment Thc~··rc ahll' to µ~ncratc 1tHnL' 1:1,L's 
ThL'TL' ;irL' pilhL':-. and mim1:--,.::-- tn ~ill of11 Thl'y'rc coming out ahe,1d 111 .\11 ·1 r:1111 Therl' ar...: 
inst~IIH..'.L'S on L'ithL'T si(k. WL' L·nuld go on all night. 

Son-h<'m,·stnul !<1.\1·., 1110\· ,wr 1n,rf.. 
f"hL·y m,1y not. ynt1'r, .. : n~~ht li11t piarl.':-- \\ ill ha,·L· ;1 long tilllL' :n \\"()tl :h1-.. n11! ,ind hL· prL'p;1·L•d fnr 
i: To\\ 1i-,.!11p:-. \\ ill hL rL·..;pn1hihh..· ltl k111dlc \\ h~1t ~ocs nn. 

Boru.-~- Falls ·1 li1:-. j_..; i1 hE111~ d;,_•\L·lnplllL'lll hL'L·;n1sL· thL'I\: ;ire fo111" difti.:l'L'llt :o\\lhhip..; i~1 1t ;111d 
it·:-. the :-.111;1lks1 PftliL· tllTL'L dL\"i.:h1pmL·11ts 
In c·ornL·II thL'l"l' ;If";,_' _\lhl \\\ll ln\, 111 \\.clb - for Ho!lL'~'- th;,_•r;,_• ;1rl' ~.::: lllls. fl \\"(lfks !liL· S~llllL' lhL'I'...' 

\\Ith th: foi1 lll'11,,·: ",111,· ,11HI llllll-homcstcad taxes. \\'c :iss1J111,· \ ''.'.1111111111'1X has,· \\'c•II, did 
h~1, ...- tc hL· rC-/llllL'LL th..: Ill\\ 11 hnard appro, !..'.d this Ill antiLipat1011 ti.1r tk,·L·lopmLlll 

// nm .i·ot S.) 5 nu/lion /or tni, murk.I'! 1·oh1\'. 1i-/u,1 i., th1· 1{("/110/ 1(1.\" rtT1•f1lli' /or JI",-//,· 
) /.f.()() )_ That':-. :-.u11rn1L'T ta,L, a11d \\ i11tL'T ta\L':--

E\\ing tllL'f"L'':-. IHJ d:..·\ t.'!np111c:1t pla1111L·d liL'l'L'. It\\ ill prnhahl~ he sold :n ~ul_i~1L·L•11t la11dl1\\ 1Lr, 
:-.o thL'fi· will he litth: 111cr..:;hL' :l1L'f"L' 
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Wl..'bsllc Ad<li1i1111 hKus (iroup \1cciing Noles \.1iJ Oi.:1ohcr 

Cataract - that's one we had pictured marketing to quiet sports people. It will typically he a 
lower lot price • people on this type or land IL'nd to build smaller more erticient homes. 

(, 

We're still seeing water access and docking rights there so people put a boat in, tic it up. they can 
have kayaks: they still have to have access to get boats out of the water. If you take away 
docking rights. they will have to drag the canoc!kayak 600 reel. You'll sec no homes while on 
that basin. tr you don't have a place to keep boats in project lands. you would have to drag it 
back and forth. That value decreases for those people. All of us like to have a convenience factor. 
tr you took away docking rights. it would lose half it's value. It would go from S5 million to S25 
million or less. 
With summer taxes and winter taxes. we would he adding S200,000 dollars. 
1Jwr IIWll<')' is11 't aduall_l· going to the towns/zips, right? 
Divided up by millages. schools and other part so of the town. What are we trying to say here 
jw'' 
And the state H·ould get a hunch! 
Y cs. they "'ould get part or it. 

Regarding homestead taxes, what tax do you take away school voted or school deh(' 
I think school voted. Typically towns vote those for non-homestead. that's how they raise extra 
money. \Ve got this information from each community. 

Docs anyone have questions on how we got these mm1hers'' It's important to understand this is 
just an assumption. When we get there, numbers will vary. The units have to he approved by the 
health department. the local township has to approve we haw a long way to go but this should 
give you a good idea on the taxes. 

Facilitator_:_We can't finali,e anything until lll'l'CO gets th.: okay on the S\11'. 

What Will happen is as the SMI' is finished up. we'll have a topographical map, soil information. 
we'll know where roa,ls go and we'll cut as few trees as possihlc. We don't reshape th.: land. It's 
a long process. It's lrustrating for a lot of people hccause we can't show exactly what we're 
pl~mning it takes year or 1wo. 

What restrictions or i11\'0lveme11t did the 1)/o'Q hm·e on this:' 
As we develop our plans. in regards to wetlands, cndangcnxl spcdcs. etc., we have to take pf ans 
to the DH) and get permits. For anything that was C\'Cr wet. a permit is revie,,cd hy the DI:() 
and we huild roads according to that. The health department is the one who determines septic 
system:,; and wells. Wi::, have to prove \VC have a hal'.k up scptil'. system and a water soun.:c. 
II 'hen you say hack up septic, does that mean you lwve to lzan' space to moi·e something? 
Yes. Michigan has the most stringent mies I have seen when it comes to septic systems. You 
ha\'c to prove hoth spots work. You have to have room for the house. and the well has to be 
drilled meeting health codes. It works very well for homchuyers. They apply for a septic pcnrnt 
and it's all set. it's all on record. 

What 11011/dyou sm· normal /if~ ofseptic field is 11·ith part-time l'!'sid,·nts:' 
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That's hard lo say for part-time n.:sidcnts hccausc it depend:-. on how much \\atcr they arc usin,e 
and how olh.-n they are there. 

Jlill'n \\·as !hi,· dcrclnpl'CI /referring to the ducum(.'ll/S u-ith the /(i.\" m(nrmuti011)·, 
.-\ugus1, it's on the boltom of the sheet. \\'c worked through the -;ummcr to get all the m1111hers. 

>"rm gi· ·e _,, -·") lots fin· Au /i·oin that's a pre!~)' .,Jwd/ic 11wnh('r >'uu nw,·r hon' o mop. I j,r\"f 

11·ond,,,·cd ila/icr n1drn111nc11trd studies the numhcr u{lots H·cnl down 
\Ve ha•.c11't compared Au Tram to the cn\'irnnrncntal studies. \\·c h:I\T for the other ones :md tl1e 
11u111hl'.'.' of lots has ...:hanged. The big thing out there is pil!r !neat 1011. The locations line up !'.ood 
\\·ith p1,>1ec1tnn ofscn,itiw habitats. There hasn't hecn ;i hi;: clun,l'.l'. Our linal plans for.·\'.! 
Train \:nuld ha\ e to rc<.H.:t to the ~n\·ironmcntal studies. 

Any 111:lfl' questions'! 

\\'e \\ di "-~mail the correct da1"-· for the op1.:n house. It\\ ill hL· hL·r,: in hit) ballroom. 
\kctm,: ,\d1ourncd. 
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Upper Peninsula Power Company - Au Train (l·FRC: t-:0. 10856) 
LANO SAi.ES CONSl/LTAI ION l)on:MF1'TS 

Attachment 51 
19 October 2006 

Fon:s GRot:p MF.ETl1'G A<a:1'DA 
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l'pper Peninsula llydrol'l,·ctrk l'roj,·.-t 
Octoh1..:r J lJ. 2006. l:astcrn Focu:-,, ( inn1p i\1\.·ct ing _-\~cnJa 

Focus Croup Purpos,· 
·1 he f-"c,cu:-- (Jroup is an adv1:-.ory group. \Vh1k it is neither a d,.xi~inn making hody, nor\\ ill ~ou 
be asked to T!..:.irh consc1i-.11.s on ~lily issues. your input 1s important \\"L' a.,k that you: 

• Pro,1dc• feedhack 0:1 Ilic l<>ric hcing prescnlcd 
• Share what you kam with tHhcrs 111 the f..:ommu1111~ 

l. PPCO !hanks )PU for 1ak1nµ 1hc 11111e 10 he a p:lrl of 1hc process 

(,:(Ill p.111. - (, 02 p.111. 

(>:112 p.111 (, Ii p.lll 

(,:111 p.:ll. 7 1)(1 p Ill 

7 ()() Jl. IL 

\\'clcomc & opcninµ co111111L·t1ts· S1h~111 l·inco 

Foc11s group mcmhcr intr0Jw.:t1011S (,\pprox. I - mim1h.::-. c;1ch) 
'.\amL' and organi1.ation(s) yuu ;nc rcprcsc11t111~ 
\\"hat ;1rc yon h"':~1ring 111 tlic c<11111111111i1y fru111 vo11r as:,;ocia1,>:1 

J>n .. ·,cntation 011 RccrL·ational 1:nhanccmcnts: Shawn Pu1cn 

hKus ~roup member (onuncnh 1nput q11c:-.tions 

\ lcctinµ ~1djo1 mh 

I l'C0:\11\(; \IFETI\'(; IHTFS 

Draft S\IP Puhlic Oprn llnu,e \le,·ring Dall': Toh.- d.-tl·rmin.-1L 
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LPPCO Expccls Drnfl Shoreline \lan,1gemcnt Plans lo he Complclc and Prcscnled lo lhc 
Puhlic hy mid- lo lalc '-/ovcmher 2006 

lloughton \II After gathering d;1t<1 from t.:n,·iro11111L'11til studiL·s ,111<.1 n1L·cting with tht: pt1hl1c. 
fllct1s µroup•.;. .ind numL·rous !!on.:mmcntal agencies. Upper Peninsula Power Company l'\JH.:ch 
to nmnl its drnli Shoreline \1anage1nent Pbn (S.\IP) for li,e t:.P. flydroelcetric Prnjccts 
(i11n1hing :-;i, rcscn·oirs) hy mid- to late \lon:mhcr 200(l. A .10-d;1~1 commcnl period \\·ill fol lo\\, 
,lurill!! "hich time ! 1PPCO ,,ill hold open houses to wke puhhc eom1ne11ts ahout the S~11' . 

.. \\ e m1g1nally ltopcd to present the p1"11 in l,11e Octohcr:· said Roger Tn1deau Director of Re,1I 
l·stalL'. "hut in 1ht.: dat;1-gathcrin~ and S~1P-pn.:par;1tion :-,,tagt.:s. \\·c·rL· takin~ our time to makL· 
sure I\,· put tlte hes! product out there ,, e cclll - and that it rclkets ;i 11 the input ,,c · ,c rec el' ,·d 
from \·.1riou-; -;mn-ccs. \\·L~·n: !,!Olien some \·L·ry good ideas for puhlie recreational enhaneL'lllCtlh 
at thL· r·ro.kcts. \\'e need to analy1:e those snggestions and will ineorpPrate as many .is fcasihk 
This will take ,1d,li1innJI time. hce,1use some or the puhlic impro,ements will require drnft1n~ 
poliL·ic, .ind procedtHL'S for 1mplcmenlatio11. Si\lPs arc 1101 just 1naps - they .:ilso reqnirc 
preparing a fair amount of:ext." 

Thl· S \IP \\ il I outllllL' \\·h:11 11011 •pnljcct uses of iliL· lands a11d add it ion al puhliL· amL~nitiL·s \\ i1hi11 
th,· hytlroelcetnc project h,,t111daries ,, ill he proposed to the F--,krnl Lnergy Regulatory 
(.,mm•"ion. lJl'PC'O heh said it expects the Sl\11' to propose som,· indi,·idual and 111ult1-slq1 
piL'h ,111d ..,mall 11a111ral pall1\\·ays to tliL' shoreline as part ofthL' propo:-.al. 

.. ,, L'·r ... :-.till \Hlrk1ng on thL' Sl1L't.:11ie:-. ur lhe plan." :-.aid Sh;1w11 Pu:tCII, { 'PPCO hl\·irolllllL'llliil 
( ·u11sul'.;1111 .. lt will lksignak' :-.olllc ,1rc;1s \\·here piL·rs 111igh1 hL· :1ppropriatL' and othL·r ;irL·;1:-. 111,:1 
arL· not :-.u1tahlc. It could abo t.:ll111<1in thinss like nxommcndations ror slwrL'linc ma1ia~em.:nt ;11~d 
h;1hit;1t rrolL'l"lllHl It's a \\Pl"k i11 prot!res:-.." 

P1t1L'n .;11d th .. : co1npc111y ha-. :--ola.:itcd su~~cstio11:-. from 1ts fot.:th ~roup, for improvin!-! puhli ... 
;iL·i...·L·:--s o lhL· proJL't.:t b11d:--. Sn r.ir. he said. su~gestio11~ i11L·ltH..k 1...TL'at111g hikin~' trail-;, co11:-,::·uc:11~!-! 
p11\ 1lio:h. 1111pHn in!'. lish111g ,11ul hoatill)-! accc:-.-; for pL·npk· with d1sahilitiL·:-;, ,111d 11npnn 111.~.· 
p11hl1c hoal lannrhrs. 

"RL·ali,·in~ th--·1\: <tr,: si1;111liL·.111i L·o-;1s ,1s"ot.:1atL·d \\·i1h ~PllH' of th ... · 11npr<l\ L'llll.'ll!S. \\·L·'ll dl) 
\\h;llc\cr i-; k;1~ihlc. gi\L'll :llL' rL·sulh of the land :--ah: ;i:1d dL'\L·luplllL'lll prot.:L·s:--." said ·1 rud,:au 
" .. \ lul ,,111 ,kpelld Ull l·l·RC .ippHnal ufthc S~II' ... 
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1;pp('() ,tccting minute, 
Sa"·yl'r Tail \Vllld, 
Confrrenre Room 

<,:00 l'l\l 
0l'te>hcr t•J. ]!HJ(, 

Susan ;;inco opens the meet inµ. µoi:s O\ er the aµenda and opens the floor for initial cm1m1u1!:-. 
F= Facilitator 

(j (,m/1/1 C0/111/ll'II/ 

'- L !'PC<) J:cam 

Initial nllnments from frKus !..!fOllJ) members: 

, 

(; · ,, I i'wvcn ·, heard anything, di/le rent rcccntfi ... ci:t.'ITOIII.' I spn1k lo \\·011/d st ,If like the orcu 1u 
stm· in a natural condition. ,, 
(,'· "(her cunn.'rns arc mointainmg dcn'ss to the lake.\ and it _,taying in the natural condition 1 ·m 
/omiliar 11·ith the area .. cme u/ tlte first place's I nmo<'d i,· thi., loke in /9-;'(j or so. I u·orknl 011,1 

h_nlru /or a consultant oil the Caturuct /Ja,in ... RC'n.'11!/v I ~n,nt /{) the 
.-lu trai 11 hasin and there w,,s no water in;, 
(j "ll'1·_fi,1mrl uut tho! !h('J"t' will h(, nu drT('lopJJ1e11t w, rlw JWU/Jt'I"/_\- un e'rl\"/ S{(ft, u/ 
/Junl'_l' Falls. and was interc.,h'd in 11-/wt •,n,s lwppo1i11g there .. \layht· the trnn1ship 1n1/ he 
inte-r,,s,.crl in it hut lun:cn 't /,('uni rlll __ rthing_li·u,n thl' puhli,· 
(; ,.I '1.1 h('I"(' tu .,e,, l,011· this 1m~i('( ·t n"ill dn·l'/01). [fo, gru11p 1 ·m ,,, ith f_, i111£'l"('S!1 ·d /JI JJJ·un.utini; 
rnn'atiun, and ire hon' not h('('ll gdtiny, ,m_r crnmn,,nh fi·om th(' peupf(, 1~·(, ·,nirk 11"!1!, 
(," .,/),,ring th(' initiul onsd I /,('OU! a fut u/"e·u111mn1t,, hut th(T h(fft' H·ind('d doH11. F1-(-r~· ,u 

r!li1'1l I ,'wu,· tho! un·('.Hihilit_\' i'" rlw must iJJ1portont thin'.!... ,md the ,·u1·iol ,·trt1(·1fll"e' 

(," .. H 1!ere is the 1n1tcr in ,w rr,lln.·) It 1nJ11 ·, Ji(, / 1a(k !hat·,- uhout ii.· 
_L_P_l?_C_\):_ ".-\111 (.'all say is that \\·e ca11't 111~1ke water. For a whik 1t \\-~IS commg 11p slo\\ I~ 
rhc L1'1 I hl'ard \\·hat lillle h11 wa, thl'r,· lapl'rl'd off due· to r<1i11"1II. I \\()t1ld lik~ lo Sl'l' ,r11,· ,,,11ld 
r-.·dtJLT ~he k·\ cl limit:-. for ho\\ much we L\lll rekast:. f"11e JHn,·L·rhouse mechanical equ1p111i.:n1 
lim1h I ow l(n\ 011r k, ds can he so WL' L·a11 't _jt1st urnt11n1e t( 1 red11ce the rde~i:-;e to 11nth111g. It' tJ1.._, 
turhinl..' slarh to spin, it r~lll sp111 out or contrnl ,1rnl :-.pi11 ~1p:1rt. :-.o \\.._.can only go -;o hm, h1 ";,_·\ ;,_·1 
till' s1plion \\ orks on head J11"L':--surc and L·,111 s1phnn ovl..'r lhL' dam. a11d if it gets hiµh l..'llm1gli ',\ ,: 
L·an reduce the m1111111t1m !lo\\. 

( ,"_ ··x( \( l"COr CUil \I"(' l!Ut gu ,·u /011· 

l :pp("(\:"\\\· do11 't ~o a11:,.-· f11rther tk111 WL' lia\-L' to.·· 

(; .. ( ,"e •ud, h('e ·, Ill.\"£' / '1 ·(, h1 '( ·JJ he'oring o!l l1JJ1d, o(nn11nn tho! the'\ rln ·H· duH II the' I.\, 1fe'!" Ir, .L d! 
u/(ff,(, 1·n,ds, uncl muf...1, it mun' .\CJ/cuhlr· foll /.:110\\·. su!l(/J- \hun·., dl"t' 111,in' uttro1·1/\·(, tl1t1i 

H"lTC(1· \"t/(('1" l(soll/£'{)1/(' ,1.:01'., '" hm· it (I .,r111dr orn, lou/,., he'//('!" 1h1111 ti \\("('d-hnl 
LPP( ·< ~: ''r\o. our dr~1\,·-do\\·11s ~nc ~1 prncc-.s. r her.._,,:- I >f·<) reqt11rcmcm ~111d \\ e 11~1\·c to !"Ii.:\\ 1th 
I· LR(· ·he re<hOlh why we 11ced it ~111d how Lir. \\'L' lll'\ -.·r dr;i\\" do\\ 11 hl...'lo\\ \\·li~1t \\ L' nccc! ·1 h· 
lo\\ L'r \."l' draw. the mofL' monl': 1t co-.h l PP(·{). 
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\\r\:bsi1e Addi11on •· i:ocus Group \kcting ~oles - Late November 3 

(;: "Ji,fi,llow 11p 0111ha1, ll'ill '/:;/Nino· help 1d1h Iha/? 17,ey claim \\'C 'II gel moH' 111ois/11re/iwn 
Iha! ... " 
UPPCO: "I don't know." 

G: "When I give r<'porls al hoard meelings I haven·, gollcn comnwnts. " 

F: "Now we'll ha,·e a brief oven·iew of recreational enhancements," 

Ll'l'CO: "One common theme we hear is that accessibility to reservoir, is the main focus. 
Providing environmental recreation is one or the SMP requirements. 
Enhancements go with hydro projects. I was just talking ahout crcatmg new access pomts and 
hoat landings hcing upgraded as possibilitic, at Uoncy falls, Cataract, Au Trai11. I was going to 
<level op list of possibilities and then after talking to a focus group member it occurred to me tl1at 
what a hcttcr and more desirable way to do this by getting local fccdhack through the focus 
groups. When you bring it up to your groups, you act as a conduit to and from your local 
constituents. We'll use this focus group as we develop our plans, and will rely heavily on what 
you think J'rom a recreational standpoint. What <lo people want to sec'' Trails developed'! I'm not 
saying they can all he <lone, hut everything you suggest will weighed in on as well as the other 
things like docks. This is your chance to give us ideas and tell us what you'd like to sec for 
recreational projects as local individuals." 

F: "If it were to happen, what would you like to see'! If you take the stand that you want 
nothing to happen, you're missing out on an opportunity to henefit from what these things 
can be. These focus groups are occurring to give ideas like creating new hout landings, and 
perhaps some of the projects will happen. In Au Train, perhaps a puhlie pa,·ilion ean he 
developed for rental hy the locals, for anni\·ersary parties, family reunions, things like that. 
A town park'!" 

!.l; "I'm kind of trying to work outside oi'thc traditional ideas. Cataract's focus should he on 
quiet sports, the reservoir lends 11.sclfto tliat. A smaller reservoir doesn't lend itself to power 
boats.·• 

CPPCO: "Other thoughts'' We arc open to hear what you'd like to sec. We can't guarantee they 
will happen but can guarantee that we will look at it and will be paid lor by LPPCO as bcnelits 
ufsalc of the land." 

(i: "From my perspective, I n·cenlly took a nmoe !rip and saw on{v hoals 0111he \raler. I san.: 
lols o/people onjiml Iha! C(llll<'ji-0111 park land,· Iha! will he hlock,·d o/J11-/1rn Saterra 1<1kcs 
ova. Hiking or walking palhs would he good. llope/111/y along para/Id o/lhe shoff if cw1 ·, 
access ii hy 1radi1ional roul<'S. JVc 're .,peaking .,pec11/a1ively. JY/Jen \H' sec H'hat will realfi- he, 
\H' ·will have more lo <~f/"erfor rl'placemenls. Afainlaining puhlic access lo sectio11s cftlw 
reservoir Iha! are c11rren1/y (l\'{li/ahle as part ,~r !lie plan•·. \1'(' hope lo han: !he .'i(llll(' or lwllcr 
access 1ha11 now. " 
\Jl'l'CO: "Your comment indicated that you think the area will he cut olf!" 
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Ci. "Jfoneshne area looks like it's cul u/l" ! lul\'('11.I C'Xplured that _rel, h111 loo/...,· !if..(, shnr('/1111· 

and that diredion ... In that 11ortic11/ar area. " 
lJPP( '( ): "Th, horseshoe ar,·a - \;llcrra "ill not be c11ttin~ off as part of the ,Ic,·clopmcnt .. 

(;. ".\/, flt'/'Sf'l'clil'<! i,· lo h,m· .,,.,·,-.,., '" it hr trail imt('(IJ 0/,1 mad f .(:11<'.\S the 1/1111g / 'd l,k,· .. 

I 

f '111 11y;11g to rent! I the ( 'oturo( "I rcsr'JToir. I remember tlzc u,,., 'ITnir H'(IS ,non' cmu/11cin' 10 

small, ra/i. 1 ·d hate to ·"'''jct skis and that /.:.iml ,fthi11g H·ith all that. I hate to sec that, it's 
real(r u problem. So man_l' f't'OJJ/e with tho.\<' types o/machines n.:allr ruin it lor JJ£'ople 1rhn 1t·ish 
to/i.,h :111d ,rntch \\·1/dli/i- a11d doi11g that kind o(a 1!1111g. 
fVi/d/{/r' und /1101ti11g vs. rhrills-- that's Hh_1· FFIU · has its rules. l .'l!.lless that·_,· o/lth,, foJJ o/ Ill_\. 

head 11,'rer /wen to Boney Foll., or .-111 froin. It's a prd~r spectudrlar pla< e H'lth the H·ater(a/1 
and w1de1·eloped nature o/ it. l'uu g,"1 u (cclin,!!, out there rm o hoot h,r ,nmrsell I ·111 mr,ll"r' o/ the 
acn''iS rlwt the ca111pgro1111d. loo/.:., /,kc accn·s hy the gale at 
\/-9../. don '1 J.:.110H· H-lwt to say aho11/ thut. U'e nc('d to han' H-h,lf<')'tr_jrlr"ilitics th,,,-,, exist 

111uin1a111ed I 'I/ lean' it al tho! und )!.('/ 0111 and \-'inr it wm1eti111e " 
c;: "/ 'd like tu see a u1mp,'..!.rnt111d and sn_'lli<· i111er1Jretin' trail"'' th,, ,,u,t sidt'. / 1/ant li(c 
wild/if(, limited hooting. lite designated area j(n- s1dm111ing is 1101 easy to ,P.cl to .. . 1 /)(i,·.,ihJr, 
p,ffilion, spinning o/lto o /)(Jl"ccl that \randcrs <11"01111d ii, 1rnuld h,, <I 11in' ,·ill' . 
.\'omt' fl'/)(' ol rentalfacilih u·o,tld \n,r/.:. ire/I. H'e '/I see H1wt 's 11rnposcd The s11/Jc'JTisor i., 01,en 
Ju !It//! /_\l"' 0(1!1i11:,.:,, hut tit(· 111'ig,hhur 1s 1101 tuo excited J"i111t' \\·ill tell. 1hi11g,· c,111 dt,ll('.!,1' 
G. "Sr,m,, come' lo mind Ji·ai/ ll<'IH'Ol'k, arc big,. /he ( ·uu11ty is k11uw11for uccr's, lo 11ut11n;/ 
<Jrca,·_tor to11rists, and I'd like lo e11c0111·<1ge lot o(thing,s that taf..e tho! into cn11.,idl'ratin11 
1;·_,p1'ci, 11/y req'dc11ts. th"n' 's ,J/1n1_n i., \ltl'.\ hl'!\\'('<'11 motori::,,d 011d no11111otori:..:,,d 
I would like to see an_r 11011-1110/ori::cd projects. l'eoplc 1n1h speed ('WISC trouble. l'copll· /i.-'11· 
w·n:ss to inchulc ocn'ss_f(Jr the' physin1lly i111/)(lirnl. lntnprclin' .,ig11uge 1nJ1Jld hr· good d11·( ·( f 
/J<'OfJ/,, too sluulerl orea., lo /,(ff(' a /Jiclli<·. We lz,ff<' to, 011,·idcr /nulls tho! urr' otii·l·fl ·d II\- ·l,,11 
\"n 0111 \\"{l/1/S lowl1'chi(·lt·., goi,11..!, /i_r t//cir hum,, 
.\'h,1tn1 lllr'lltiun,,d ta//.:.i11g ohu11t ,·01111· l_l'fh' o(,u < ,·.,.,. L,11 nlll ( ·//nT 111 at t//e 11u1·1/J-,,o.,t ( n(/ 
111ai111a.;11i11g 111i11i1110/ hi/..i11,t11ro,I ull thr' c·as11·n1 ,·idc I 0111 a hig ,ulnw,111· 011 /imitin.~: 1!01·,(· 

/)(J\\"<T ·111 thesc f_\pe olon·o.,. Ii/.:.,· JJO\l"IT boat,· .. , 
l ·pp(_J t "Th~ll re:--h \\ 1th the IU\\·n. not\\ ith 11s ... 

(i· "If'' 'd /iJ.:.,, to sec n:rT<'Otiun i1111111, 1., '" 111i11i1110/ os 1in.,,ihl<·, 110/ o /100! /,1101r·h Jh'l' ,(· 
(; "( ~o ,-/ow )ct s/.:.i,· 1nntld11 ·, Jik( to .,r'(' 1h01 . .-1'· f(ll' a,· ru n·r, rood,. o hig l11glnnll" uru,01d 
ho,·i11 1.u11/d11 ·, Ii,' good /Jwi no11/d Ii,· /iud I t/1111/... o, /(Ir (Is 111urr· (·1111111.,ilD. l.P/ 1( ·c J u11,;· 1h1 · 
n.\'R (" ,u/dg,'! tng('f/l('J" unrl 1·011/d h,n·c it Ii/In/ rd/ !hr· /jlll(' .-h (or (IS 11/0l'l' / 100! 1"(1111/1'. ,,, 1t llltJ/"( 

here it1'te,1d u/ silr' n11.,0111h· 1 

Ci· "}',,11'r1· tul/.:.111.~ 011 ,·011/h \h'''/ n1nT south-r'u.,t .,ilc 011 ,·0111/, H-,,,-, 1h,11 Ir (//11 (11-r1· 111\" i u{I! 
,111d ,11 (mr/ r·u/ .. /:"11(/ u/ _'I,, ,·nm,· kind o/ dn<-11. don·, 1ra11t it ,o lit_'.!, /(}I" d 5() Ji, I../ loo! (I/" 

1t-/w1t·1 r·,· is good ('/Wllg,/1. rill" l'O.,t<'I" _!'Oil t1//tl...r· it. ~-uu lwlllg u11! th,· lrr_r 11,·opl(' 
LPPC(J: "Pl:mks Dr :--kid picr'.1 

[ ik.: ~1 dutk \\ hL'll yrn1 L11111d1 ;1 hu~1t 1t·-. ~1 dock ;11 a 1110\ ..:'i!hlL' 
duck. it'-.: thcrL' for cot1\L'111L'11Ce for puipll.' lau1H .. ·l1111t,! hoah. c·u111rnm1I.\" put at hoal l.111di:11'." ll) 

facilita!L' higt-'.L'r hoats'.i Tlh.'. ...,1/l'. llf till.'. Li1111cl1 ha:-- to do \\·ith dL"pth of" <lll.'r It lnnih sill..' l•f 1111..· 
hoat SlHlle call 11 a U)tl\"L.'111L"IH:l' piLr." 
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\Vcbsi1c Add11io11 l·o<.:us (iro11p \.kc11ng f\oles · Lah: ?-,;ovemh~r 5 

(i: "Jt used to he concrete planks hut o\.'cr the years haw: gone away." 
G: "II 's inaccessih/e 11<J11· and scary 11·i1h a camper. In !he summer lim,: rou ne<'d a 4 wheel driv,: 
to get in there . .. 
Ci: "Our property stops there. I kno\\' \1.:hat _vou mean. Both good and hod .. ii limits size ,~fhoa/s 
and campers. flyou come in you 'I/ lose it. ., 
G: "Con·, think ,ftoo much to say on the .H1~jecl l?ffecdcr road\·. Tiu.: road co11m1ission is in 

_financial lrouhlc. Ho,-..· much extra maintenwu:e is needed') ~Viii they lw 1110re_fi1cused 011 those? 
The reduclion o/,·mp/01·ecs and 1wl replacing ,:mployees af/<'cl all o/her roads. Will !here he 
more pressure to maintaining the roads going into the areas? .. 

Ci: "/ mentioned the recrcatimwl authority. th<'re are 7 tmrns/Jips and 3 cities arc· in it in 
Marque/le area. IVh<'n tom !lad,: s1ioke I menlioned ii lo !he /oll'nship as.rncia/1011 Iha/ 1/u:y 
shou/dg,:/ his <'<lr<lto fool.for /II0,1,0{<1 mil.·· 
CPPCO: "Arc you looking for us to discuss the upkeep'!" 
Ci: "No ... hmv can c,:r/ain 1hi11gs he ex1e11dnP Should /a/k lo Carol Vu/sher, she can b<' ,-,:ached 
al 226-659/." 

F: "Great input and comments! :'I/ow that you've heard what the others ha,·e said, would 
you like to comment on each other's comments'! Discuss anything further'! \Vc'n heard a 
lot about trails and launch sites ... anything else you like a lot'! 

Ci: "[lie trails aspect- one thing lucking on a lot ,?/reservoirs arc trails to hike around 
rt,e.v have minimal impacl and giF,: access 10 hikers. In regards- lo !he ,kv<'lopmml of1rails, I 
don't \1-·w1I to s1'l'?? foot \ddl' trails, we 'rl' talking minimal trails. " 

G: ".lust wanted to say that regarding recreational pn~jccts overall, 1/i:<'I lot ofwlwt we see in 
U.P. is poor(,· signed and .H'efc1cilities dosed down and then \H' see H-/Jat tlu: demand is and 
n'lwt could be, \n' could be telling people what's out there giving them good dirl'ction and 
signage to anT.,.,. it. 
l.1PPCO: "Signage is an important c.:omponcnt of good r~crcation. Everyone focuses on the site. 
Two thoughts-- one is c/011 ·, 11·,1111 lo shore and the other is share. \,I DOT is not a big fan of signs 
on higJiw,1ys. I cm gi\·t: you an l'.xampk of ,1 sign next lo the catara<.:t d.1111 hoat landing that 
almost didn't happen. We found someone al MDOT and were told it was pan of what liavc to do, 
so make it happen." 
Ci: "No sixn hy Cataract." 
ljpPCO: "On :VI 35. UPPCO paid MDOT to put that sign up." 

(i: "rlu.: thin).!, that ·s unique uhout this area is that it is not developed. su many hundred\· '?l 
lakes in U. J>. So many not uni4m' anymore. We need to minimi:<' the loss olnature. 
A II selling,· should 110/ visiNejiwn !he wal<'r. I don·, m111/ lo s<'f! any1hing in ha,: Iha! ,rnuld 
impact the populations of1n1tnjind and hope UJ>J>CO will take all thin).!,s into consideration to 
make sure the impact is minimal. .. 
Susan Finco asked (ireg to expound on his accessibility rommcnts. 

G: "Some peotile in 11/wclclwirs ll<'<'d access. Th<'re should he some (lcco111moda1io11s/iJ1· peopl<' 
n-/10 are lwndinJJ>JJcd wul not,· that the un·u has harrier fee acn·ss ·· 
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(i.- ".-I _1,/acc like ( ·u1arac1-ul/011· ucn'ss, in particular tu cxplurt' ii /rum the 1nrtcr. l{somconr· 
can't 1ralk a g.rcat di.,twu t'. _from \1·att'l' is hes/, hut the 1,·ctlwuls. 
(i: ".Vol £'Vt'/'\' site lend,· il.,£'fltu hun-;er /i'cc, hut 1rill looh 111/0 it." 

F: ''An~·thing not mentioned'? Kerry is our key contact or .Janel. Please let us know 
an~·thing that comes up that ~·ou'd like us to know." 

(i. "()11 the cusl ,·hie rftlw ha'ifl1, 011 those hills. a ;>lutlonn in 11·ood,· lo look out o\-'£'1' hu...:.ilf 
1nJ11/d ;,e nice. /Jc'.fi,u' th<' trcl's grn1· you could .'\cc hcttt'l', hut I .:.uppose tu du that the trr'1·,· 

1nmld 1ic impacted. /1111 go u !i11l1' hit /i,nht'r, al{(/ h;rd H·atching is possible. 

(, 

(1 · "I ··ewl some1h;,1g t/Jat ruu need a license lo deve!o;> ileagles are JJ('Sfi11g 1
/, mile aira_\". · 

Lt'C.Q!: "Its dependent on 1h,· 1imc nfyc1r. I.ate winier ii's \'., mile ,md then M,O feet. others .,.10 
J'l'.l'.I. 11 has to do with 11c~ti11g time. You want to avoid the nest if lhl'.rc an: eggs. lfthl'y k:an~ 
the 111.!S! in thl..'. cold weather thl.'. eggs \\on't ~urvivc. Au Train ha~ an ac.:tive cagk nest." 
( i · f.'1ere arc j or 4 in the area. 
l.lPJ>C(J: "IJ'thcre is one now. wc'll h;l\'c to arnid it. unlcs- the ,·xpcrts sav !Is okay." 
(i: "lJ,is \1111/lll('I' ll'C !,ad gulden t'agln fin· first lime. 
L !'PC<); "\Ve sec a lot of irnnwturc ,·aglcs that lonk like (iolden eaµlcs. 
(i · ".\'o. they 're huge and I w111· tlh'm together ,/us/ a 1/w11glll." 

(i· "(hi(' 1/1111g lo 1/1£'1///()I/ ,,,, "I'/)(}\'//(' side u/hn11gi11g ill /Olll'i.,.,,, JS u!su, !her 1//(/1 Ul('l'/111' II'""' 
the ha1·ks get trumpltd Yo11 ·d hu\'c \"<'gl'lation. soil £'rosiw1 ... t!wt I_\J)(' ulnmditio11. /hut', •,1 hot 
nJ11111,,_1· hun' to deal H-ith 1(\'01, hring t{)o 111,m_r 1wopf,, into the urea .-111 r'XtllllJ}f(' ;_, .-111 /",,,,,, u11 
\\'£1!1.:r(ull urea 011 the north sirf,, oltlrc ha,·in, /h'n;>le like to sec tltcfalls a11d 1hcr1· 's 11otllf11/: tu 
rcg11/a,e or /i1n11cl thon into 11·h( 'I'(' _ruu 1ra11/ them lo go. H'atn_-/(11/ m'1 'rl.\ ore /JUI'/ ic11/ur/r f,ol'd tu 
111011<1,!.!., het'(lflS<' /Jt'o/J/c ',n111t Ju !uol.. rJ\"('r ('((P,c ,\lunlr<'al /tr!!., is /;k(' tho!. Fi,-/1i11g urea, ,II",' 
,:,o,n£'1imc., 1n·ob/('111S. tlrc,r con dr;n, to tlrl' .,lrorc and pur!_r and lca1·c a h;g mn ,·. Jt hl'lf _ruu du 
/'£'crco1iu11al /Jl<11111i11g !uu/1 ot those things al{(/ assess thl'm and fllcor1io1·,11e thusc· infri tilt' ii/un, 
.\layhe 1fyou aunt to hwl,I h,·t1t·1· cu1111,i11_'...', arc11., 
l-PPCO: "(iood poin1. Ofkr ,t;iirs for steep h,111ks. \\·,.·re familiar \\'i[h dc;ilini, wi11I tlw,c t,,,c, 
ot' situ; tio11s. Fros1n11 i:-- 011c ()!' !11l' thinµs \\ L' ha\\.' to dl'.al with in tlK licL'll~l'. If that happL':1, 
Wl''ll h,1\ c to ;1ddrcs" 11., 

(i "/ J.olicl' ("(/111/Ji!,/"01//frl, 11,·u1if,, !uuf...i11g_/ur /i;·,·~roud thcr ('h{)j) ,',.!,l'('('ll tl'('('S. //'('(',·.fall i/ :/n(' /1/ 

drHl"/1, 1 )('o/J/£' tr1ke fire\\ uod u/f,·11 ti111,', In u /)(11"1.. .,it1wt,011 th£'\' lruu/ tl',t·,n• /1'£'(',· 11·h<'II su111c1i111(·,· 
tlf(_T Ill l'd /u stoy a., a 11aturul l 1d1Ti('I'.,. It ,,·cm, like th£'1'i' ·,. lf lut o/ 1/ii11gs tli,11 IIU\'£' ,,/11·,,r., h1\'I/ 

du11c. ii£' get conditioned, .,u :1 ,· ·n· h<'ft('I' of) to ohsern' h11111011 hclun-ior (111(/ ddl'l"lll/111· 1111dt f,i 
do, n nu/ up sign of\\·l,0111u1 to dn l)r'o/,fl' 11 ill do it_i11.,1 /u dt'/y the ,·ign 
(i· ".\li1yh1· tlil' trails sluJ/1/du ·t h1' 011 t/1£' shoreline. hut 11\\·oy /i·om it to 1101 imJJUc"/ SJ'('('!<'-'" 1'10! 
o< uq1_r the shon'lillc I lot·1, t/1(' trtii/,· 11·/,('rl' the ground,,. mun' ,tah/,, 
LPPCO: "Terr;1in or wrtl;11ub will d1l'.t:Jtl' \\ hl'rl' thl' Ira ii:-- µo, a lot uf llllll' \\"L' r;11111ot L·omrnl 
human naturl'. \Vl'. cm talk ;1hot1t it. wl''\.l' hcL'll de\ clopin~ land and 111;1i11ta1111n~ rL·uc;111n11;1] 
sill's for m,my yl·;ns. and arc part of ;1 largl' 11c\,n1rk. \\'( c,111 .... l'nd an Lmail :ind ask 1f _-;n111cn1lL' 
(kalt \\ ith a pn)hkm hl..'.fo1\.:. \\.i...· ;d\\a_\·..., ~l·[ ;111 :111-.;\\'L'f from -.;omLolll' \\ ho ha,." 
F: "S,tP pron·ss'?" 
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\Vrbsitc Add11ion •- 1-"oi..:us Group \kcting f\;oJcs - Lah: Novcmbl.'.r 7 

UPPCO: 'The Shoreline Management Plan in Novcmhcr. .. delayed puhlie meetings to dc,·clop 
that SMP. What you did today will help enormously. We want to do a thorough job and take time 
hcforc w~ move forward ... not several months, hut a month or t\i.·o months ... that's why we 
pushed the puhlic meeting hack. to take into account as many of these concerns as we can." 

F: "\\'c will notify all of you so you can plan in advance and ha.-e adequate lime. \\'e will 
have a draft S\IP before the next public meeting. Our hope was to discuss draft a SMP at 
th:rt lime. We're working on a schedule ... update of final environmental report, 
commented on draft ... will be finalizing the reports." 

!l_PP_CQ: "As soon as we know ... we didn't change the .10,1,datc will let you know ... " 

Ci: "Recent/\- a Jrafi o(some rccrrntio11 plans_f;,r Bond Falls ,rent to the 0/-:(J ... asji1r as 
rc(n.:ul ion plans ... .. 
UPPCO: "As for as 1 ·111 aware the 01:Q docs not lrnve a drali or the recreation plans. The 
DFQ has a plan that we need to ohtain a permit for Shoreline Stahilization." 

G: 'Do yo11 anticipate any o/'the projccts 7 " 

lJPPCO: ''The DFQ needs to pcnnit any kind of work below the ordinary high water mark. \\ic'll 
have to ohtain a permit, county scndimcntation permit. .. similar per111its ... trail huilding docsn 't 
rcqmrc one ... 

F: "Tlrnnk you all for joining us tonight ... " 

Ci: "/ have a c/UC\"lion uhont power generation demand lloH· 's the _..,·1tuation li.1r Ul-'P( ·o. and 
demand increase ... is there a <Jllestion.'J .. 
lJPPCO: "There is a required reserve, we're working on a plan to strengthen our ability to hrin)! 
power to the lJ.P .. I don't think there is anything worrisome about gcnin)! electricity ... ATC 
(somethin)! about how the grid works and access to Wisconsin and the LP) ... no muse for 
concern for pow~r supply ... (syst~m'!) still very constrained ... working on it. always working on 
it, looking at it. .. lfsomconc shoots somethin)! out, we're in trouble." 

(i: "IVhot ilutlwr states ask.for poH·c•rfrom us?" 
Ul'l'CO: "'If you have a contract, no one can take it away from you. l.ast year St. Louis, 
Ohio needed po\i.-cr. and we asked our customers to conserve so wi.: could send power to them. 
Wi.: wmli<ln ·t he in a position to cut off power lo our customers. only conserve so we can send 
when needed ... hut we wouldn't deny our own customers so we can gi,·c a way power to 
someone i.:be." 

Ci: "Is thl'l'l' a plan to strengthen the grid?" 
UPPCO: "We're butlding in Wausau in 2008. Wisconsin and U.P. bolh need i1: we only hm-c 4 
links coming in ... (laughing) We're a power company. and arc glad we can answer questions 
ahout power ... 

F: "We will keep you posted about the dates and thank you!" 
Adjourned. 
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Press Release Shoreline \fanagemcnt Plans Delayed JO Nov. 2006 

IJPPCO Hydroelectric Projects' Shoreline Management Plans Delayed, 
Perhaps Until :\larch 2007 

2 

lJPPCO cites a<l<litional time needed to incorporate data gathered, the holidays. an<l its desire to 
provide a comprcbensivc overview of shoreline plans for all its !J.P. project lands 

Houghton, :\11 • Upper Peninsula Power Company bas revised tbe timclinc for completing the 
drati Shoreline Management Plans (SMP) for project lands at Au Train, llon<l Falls, lloncy Falls. 
Cataract. Prickett. an<l Victoria reservoirs to allow time to incorporate information gathered from 
the public. locus groups, the environmental studies, and resource agencies. Tbc company now 
says its plans to complete the SMPs by December I were optimistic and a<l<ls tbat no rights to 
use the project lands would be conveyed until a Jina! SMP is approved by the Federal l:ncrgy 
Regulatory Commission. 

lJl'PCO is planning more detailed SM l's for submillal to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission ( l'l'RC), and the process is time consuming. 

"We could submit general SMPs relatively quickly," sai<l Shawn Ptucn, a WPS Rcsomccs 
Environmental Consultant working witb UPPCO, "but tbe plans wouldn't provide tbe level of 
detail the public and agencies in<licatc<l they'd like to sec. It also makes more sense to us to 
submit the complete, detailed SMPs initially. We tbink providing an overall view or the plans 
will be more mcaningtiil to stakcbol<lcrs. Tbe plans will provide continuity while still 
recognizing the individual characteristics al each of the projects." 

Puzcn also believes it is important for stakeholders to sec the plans ,1s a whole. "To some 
degree. the plans arc dependent on one another." he said. "Certain activities may be proposed at 
one location that arc not proposed at all locations." 

Pu1cn cxpl;ii11e<l that the company would present its plans at puhlic meetings in the eastern and 
western Upper Peninsula. "Tbat's consistent with how we've approached tbis in the past." he 
said. "It makes sense to Jiotd mec1ings for Bond. Victoria and Prickett in the west and AuTra1n. 
Boney Falls, and Cataract in the cast so that local people won't have far to dn,e." 

Arter the draft SM l's arc presented, lJPPCO will take public an<l agency comments before 
finalizing the plans an<l submining tbcm to the FERC 

Ul'l'CO said it wouldn't wait until the cn<l of the first qnartcr 01'2007 tu present the SMPs if 
they're completed before tbcn. "We'll get them out to the public as soon as possible when 
tbcy'rc linisbcd." Puzcn said. "We understand tbat people will be disappointed in tbe delay. and 
we appreciate their pati~ncc. especially those entities eagerly awaiting the final product. 
'Jc,erthclcss. we think everyone would agree tbat it's more important to <lo tbis rigbt than <lo it 
fast." 
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Ad s: _______________ _ 

City/State/Zip• ______________ _ 

Phone• _________________ _ 
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'l?hone.:-'''-'"'--· ,-c---------------- • 
Comments on Scope of Environmental Studies: -~------

.. V (;:, ,o C .\c:9, .e...a,. cfu t £c'IJO w r . · l; r e <\:l:?, 1/s . &>-R /')JS tr:~ f: 

N,m, 0 b '2,S Ni,f;-1f'= l>l~1'- -
Add,ess ,:Q_'c:,\ N~ Li l,f:-.e,.> o-r;.., 

.I City/State/Zip: _______ '-f'-----------'"'""---c 
. f 

Phone: _______ ~~----------
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_-1W~-1f'-G~:,~!=~=~;M~1c_!,2.,;!'..'_,n___::';r~ed=~'!!:,l_~ .. ,'fy1 

Nm, !DIA-\ CJ1...w c.l. 
Add,ess1?D 

City/State/Z~p:~~ 
Phone: _______________ _ • 
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Addmss, })?$'/ I)~, '-(6 
ety!State!Zip J1l'i;c,"I. C' ,C>'S<>;1") 

1 
rizrc, /;17dM '-f"f'j /?-

Phon, gOfp-'8;/7-3}0"2- • 
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Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale: ,6.y,.;, ,,, /4,,J ~..,.,,,,, ,_ 
' .,1/,o'fzQt v<,,,..,4,) Plf t,e-rh {!p'#C£C1 )'.> ,1u£/1~ ..,..e,.c,s-s 

C¥1 ;£,,~cf 5,/2 ,Cr,.,,...,,, f flt, ,aee,r«?k-~1- ,~ 
;tc"'fkrl'f f4.,-;Q • "1/,-::, :f"-C:ddo~ft-, /)$71 f2?i:}.#.-4 bl.s j-.f 

RdC 1"271~j d«L & ,,,q;,,u deoks ~d ,pa.!k, /-Is " 
e/zq ,,,...kt:: ;/;:IN,,,, . .r., do /1-tSV "'1"~-r" ahic·? ducks. o,'J 
~//¥ .,6.,/'I r( =a tfkal &t1<. llo'-U"'"'q"' ! ,Zr 4/fa.vaf'd) 

7v?r/e-J M /Jt:!..-J °¥<Ax rt>cdp,r, 
Name:_ ·-./4J'We5 !l. Ae f1/r 
Address: 99</o De//,r iJ r 

City/State/Zip: ttftzt;,rfrµ [(I ¢ I 
Phone: 7 1V,...3$G,.-7c,?L. 

u..se. v == ..\.ol(c...-s 

• 

• 
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Comments on B"n,J Falls Land Sale: :Cr,c-,...J #,-.$-yo" 9'-'ykk 
"" ;,,J"l..,J'il,;;] ,:##f di t,,~ 0vl'c<, ,;i.i1 "1«. &,,J = 

.,. r I 
1,.,(:!f-k ~·,;,·,:;,J- ~d v-¼. 01,f-; ~fool_ eo""-""v.x.l~ w;ll ~r lo~ 
to<«••"-</¼ JWrl,i.,,1-«/-/o,¢ -1<-c ,,...;, ,,i,.,,J) f""'"'-~'fv>•dlt.~ve_ 
1,J,'ui-rc..._ DIA(: wa....~ ,i;,-r"ft:.c._ ~. 

Name: 6-,..,.,__ {'ic:,-

Ad<h-=, -,,;,, / ,M/(,':":J f?-J. 
' 

. City/State/Zip: fZ'-,jL (<.'~, t,J:c::" '",j'J,f>Z,/ 

Phone G,71:,) 1)~;:..7ef5~· · 

Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale: lo N"'te-w" R<f' 
[f Pl lctt.l,, ts du.med. e,•wirovi.rvi.f:..¥\h:.ll"' se..vi..,iHv.e. . ~s. iV\ 

' ' l/)!!-'f f?XGLn'\rle \f No,Je.,,,-,rQ,, '1 \ives tbv- C.bnf\f:'C.ho~~ 

JO"' cleµ,,,, .J.to,ui~ dev<-l<>l'M'-"'t WI\ ~OfY~ .. ~=t<=--
o..nd re "f!W:• bLe. :l h, M to do ' 

Name; _________________________ _ 

Address: _________________ _ 

City/State/Zip: ________________ _ 

Phone: -------------------
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Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale: f.v,c,/,,L p,1,s-,..,..-cLJ "1r 
r ::f11,G f:ct.lewL; 1rt- w1U4U C<J6-<, l).,Y,-- at,-, 
. · f,/e WA t;./,1, We- I{., t:) ,,,-t,, r 7'.ep4$ ,V--,-0 ;:., .,,4,r 

~-·•·. 
~vn 4fJC;.# ///ALT :mu :z':1Je _l-eA--,?:S-Clo-1':: v-14:e,-!c.,.. 
i-</(L £elf) /r- ~e.P& A4ek, t-lQ.... tJ/L).yq,V:--H.-S4-

/7'1o/J, LU;;$' ,e~,1/'!!,_, ~f,' useLl,~- .. . 

Address: 

I Phone: __ _ • I 

Comments on_B~nd Falls Land Sale: I W'lru.LL _:'.-i-"~ L I 
'.Zn;:. f>@f 1-&1 oo 'W ck? r;Jc,o /]i',.. ±:ilio FlillJ", "-" 
d, c.1.:.s "ik L ¥ iv rt<-<, . o r i..(l,(~ fl10V-C s I -= 
w:hc f"'i -n-.y, '° M-o,d,. • Pt,. tb rr. ~P • 
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C mments on Bond Falls, Land Sale: _____ ~-+------
c,.-,.., . tvJ,e,~ b~"-"" 

Name, f:.f I.,,,J.,,-n,,,,J,k 
Address~4l, 4 P,v.-.., iJZJ 
City/State/Zip, la[[' S'lS t"j 
Phone: ______ ~--------~--

Add,ess __ ..,_..,(.¢.f-"--c!'C4/{L2I__{k_Slc~lLJ;~;_-
CilylStatelZip:_..;:,c"/-="""~L_kllL<:L--''t'<;CL_.,;'.f;.Ja<C• 

Phone: ___ -+,~-------------

' . 

I 
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Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale:~ 

~~<fo' 

Name:_,c--------------------------c 
Address: __________________ _ 

City/State/Zip: _________________ _ 

Phone: ___________________ _ • 
Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale: ---------------

/f!<-'.\..-c. OJ,u.d /r-- ti-,.,, (}._ p -

N,m, :JhtJ.'(ft£ ,~ 
Address: __________________ _ 

City/State/Zip: _________________ _ 

Phone: -------------------- • 
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Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale: ___________ _ 

4?,n,{fltS Y: />L /'&,-Ci -/o I>--' 

N,me ,M' ~¥" -
Address:----,---,,-----------

£.CM IV\, '/'i'i3-:S 
I 

City/State/Zip: 
Phone: __________________ _ • 

I • 
Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale: 1 ,t.,,;,,,;_,, 61,, l?«i:/3~ 

_. / /C . _ .,__ ~ _,_/ o o .. 
c~. ezt,,.ea~<n®=:k;.z y:,u..,;z c«4kl,a./ ,:?>a ) ,Cfav<-dcrc9 ·-· · · 

, L7v:., 6z 1a1 :£<.7, duo b, 2&<; ,Ki-a:4 u/ttd 

°"" 
~~81B~:~sr:;Bieniewski ' 

- Piiuldiiig,_Mf 49912 ,(-------
City/State/Zip: ________________ _ 

~-zl'.,, ~- ' < l 

• • 
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Name: _______________________ _ 
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• Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale; ___________ _ 
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Comments on Bond Falls Land Sale: ____ .,--------,----
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Tv,i::-s UPPCo f1N11C1PATE. Th1+, i 

' r=v EP.1./Th i NG I /J The, P/loPoSAL --rheu i 
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&wr:4h"70 r=vv.. vlf-r1Co/UJPS: 
ln August, 2004 UPPCO filed a new Recreation Plan wifu FERC recommending two 
designated campsite locations that would replace dispersed campsites along the shoreline 
at Bond,UPPCO told FERC that the plan was designed to be consistent with the Buffer 
Zone and Wildlife and Land Management Plans. It now appears this consolidation could 
benefit Naterra's plans for lot sales and placement of docks on the shoreline previously 
used for public campsites. What month and year did UPPCO & Naterra first begin 
discussions for sale of the non-project lands? 
Al Warren 
Ewen 
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Question for UPPCO/WPS 
Re: FERC Proce,s 

The project land study scopes to be conducted by UPPCO were a result ofMichigan 
DNR and other agencies. All the proposed studies .are identified in FER C's Guidance for 
Shoreline Management Pl_anning (SMP). The DNR has asked FERC (3/23/06) to urge 
UPPCO to follow the S,MP guidance to provide adequate protection to environmental; 
l"ecreational and public interests. 
Does UPPCO agree with this recomme_ndation? 

Al Warren 
Ewen 

I 

I 
} ,. _____ _,. ___ -1;_______,. . 

-----------· 
/Si IA f!lm .o F> -<- ii' ff 0J I wf S ' 

Why is the sale price Naterra is paying UPPCO being kept secret in a sealed affidavit at 
the Courthouse? 
Is Naterra counting on UPPCO to deliver private non-project uses of the project lands to 
increase the values of their new properties? Will the final price to UPP CO be detennined 
by how many private non-project uses of project lauds (trails, lighted docks) UPPCO will 
be able to sign over to Naterra? 
Al Warren 
Ewen 
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Keith Moyle 
General Manager 
Upper Peninsula Power Company 

Mr Moyle, 

I have already spoken to my Township officials. I have made very clear my opposition 
to any doeks on the Bond Falls Flowage. I have also written FERC. 

' . 
I reaehed this opinion before I had ever bemdofllPPAC. I don't need Ul'PAC m:yon to 
tell me what I should think. 

Receiving 51) percent revenue is more than we are getting now, and I don't believe you . 
or your company. care about our local economy. Nor do I believe that you have a crystal 
ball and can predict how much tax revennewill mfunately be generated. 

' Feel free to include my comments in the information you submit to the_ FERC asp~ of 
the process. 

Sineerely, , ,7 · ;J 
d,,_,/_,;1-__, . 7-...&,,,, m_q - pi.;A~ 

Julfi:th Fi~g-Berge:t' 
16021 Taylor Road 
Bruce Crossing, Mi. 49912 
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Upper Peninsula Power Company~ Au Train (FERC NO. 10856) 
LAND SALES CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 

Auachment 56 
,January 2006- December 2006 

E-MAIL CORRESPONDENCES 
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Email Correspondences ·- Jan. 2006---Dec. 2006 2 

• From: Spees, Kerry [mailto:KSPEES@wpsr.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 200612:51 PM 

• 

• 

To: Haight, Mr. 
Subject: Re: UPPCO Customer Service (Contact Us) 

Mr. Haight: l apologize for my earlier email. I meant to respond to Roger Trudeau, who 
originally received your message from our customer service department. 

I'm familiar with the UPPCO land sale and was offering to respond to your email. 

The land that was sold is not within the hydroelectric project boundaries but you're absolutely 
right, we have an obligation to meet all the requirements of our FERC license for that property 
which will remain with UPPCO and within the project. 

To date, there seems to be a significant amount of rumor and speculation as to what will be 
allowed within the project boundaries, which vary from about 110 feet to almost I, I 00 feet from 
the shoreline to the property that was sold. 

We're working with the FERC and other agencies to determine what may be allowed within 
those project boundaries. Nothing is cast in concrete at this point, except to assure you that there 
will be no "view" corridors at Bond Falls. There aren't being considered because to create a 
view corridor would be in violation of the specific requirements of that project license . 

Currently in the Upper Peninsula, more than 60% of the land is open to the public - since it is 
owned by governments and land trust/conservancy agencies. While we've heard from many 
people who share your feelings about development, we've also heard from a number of people 
who believe that the economic development of the region is also very important. 

As far as the land within the project boundaries - UPPCO has not and will not violate or attempt 
to violate any of the FERC restrictions in the license. We'll continue working with the FERC 
and other agencies to satisfactorily resolve any issues that arise. 

Thank you for your comments. 

Sincerely, 

Kerry Specs 
Public Affairs 
Wisconsin Public Service 
920-433-1589 

>>>"Mr.Haight" <tom@gladon.com> l/12/2006 8:46:35 PM>>> 
An e-mail was sent from the Contact Us section of the UPPCO website by IO. l 6.0.9 at 
1/12/2006 8:46:35 PM. 

Name: Mr. Thomas J Haight 
Company Name: 

J 2/29/2006 
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Address: 8980 South 42nd St 
City: Franklin 
State: WI 
Zip Code: 53154 

Account Number: 

E-mail Address: tom@gladon.com 
Home Phone: () -
Work Phone:() -
Cell Phone: () -

Contact By: Email 

3 

Comments: I am writing to express my dismay at your decision to sell land for development near 
the resevoirs you operate. Your action is NOT in the public interest. You had an obligation to 
protect the natural resources found there. You failed miserably. Your FERC application was 
obviously a sham. I urge you to do the best possible thing now. DO NOT pennit docks, lights, 
access routes, etc. across the shorelines you control under your FERC permits. Keep these 
shoreline wild. 

From: Joseph LeBouton [mailto:lebouton(Zi{msu.cdu] 
Sent: Saturday, June 24, 2006 6:32 AM 
To: Spees, Kerry A 
Subject: Re: Lincoln County 

Mr. Spees, 

I don't like to be the screaming greenie, but I do think WPS and UPPCO could do better than 
they are doing by the local and extended communities that surround our hydro projects. Don't 
you see anything inconsistent, looking at it from outside, with WPS suing Lincoln County 
communities for democratic zoning decisions that changed what you see as the status quo in 
Lincoln County on the one hand, while holding fast against groups that insist that UPPCO follow 
its own actual and implied responsibility to maintain the status quo at the UP flowagcs on the 
other? 

I like to see WPS being a good corporate citizen. I don't like seeing you resorting to money-
grubbing using high-priced lawyers against grass-roots democracy in action. Municipal planning 
and zoning is a difficult enough process on it<; own! It pains me to see successful zoning 
processes that actually set aside conservation areas being challenged by big corporate lawyers for 
the sake of a greasy buck. 
Conservation zoning is looking into the future. Development oflow-density residential 
subdivisions is holding on to the past, as land becomes more and more scarce. WPS needs to 
take the long view as it divests of its lands, as it docs when working on green energy and other 
community outreach. 

!2/29/2006 
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My suggestion: have a change of heart, and issue a huge press release saying that WPS has 
decided to honor the democratic zoning decisions in Lincoln County. Fire the misguided lawyer 
who suggested otherwise. In the same press release you could say that, in keeping with the trio 
of WPS priorities for restructuring its assets, WPS will over the next... 5 or 10 years? 1) Divest 
ofun-needed lands, 2) Do so in a way that maintains the historical public access on 100% of 
these lands, and 3) foster SUSTAINABLE local economic growth instead of one-off 
subdivisions and house construction that results in a forever-altered landscape. 

In this new initiative, which is merely re-stating the divestiture plan in the tenns you're already 
throwing around to justify our present course, WPS would commit to working exclusively with 
conservation organizations (both public and private) in divesting of its lands. The lands will go 
as a first priority to organizations that will maintain them as WORKING FORESTS, the only 
primary natural resource we've got up here that can be sustainably harvested. Only as a distant 
second priority would WPS consider selling lands for preservation. WPS would establish a grant 
program for proven locally-based natural-resource industries to do value-added manufacturing or 
processing on sustainably-utilized resources that exist on the land. WPS would ALSO establish 
"speculative grants" programs to help locals think outside the box and start unique industries. 
Maybe we wouldn't supply a lot ofmoncy,just help folks get in touch with existing federal and 
state funds. In the UPPCO case it would be forestry and hunting, fishing, and river guides, 
snowmobile and xc ski trails, and maybe races and events year-round. Custom value-added 
wood products, from traditional saw mills to on-site biomass plants. Help create green zones in 
existing local communities with the goal of making them energy self-sufficient. 
WPS is uniquely situated to be energy consulutants to local communities in tenns of 
conservation and self-sufficiency. Create a new profit-making ann along those lines! Since 
you're so far along with Bond Falls, make it a green model community with high-density housing 
in a small area and 90% productive forest, by covenant, that feeds a local sawmill that really will 
provide added local revenue from a sustainable source. Think outside the box! Go out on a limb. 
But please don't contribute to land fragmentation and the loss of high-quality spaces available for 
renewable resources and sustainable development. 

Point-by-point to your last communication: 

When l most recently visited the UPPCO website, the majority of the comments were negative 
on the Bond Falls issue. That website is the closest thing to a survey instrument I've seen on this 
issue. The town boards of Haight and Interior may well be biased sources when reporting on 
local sentiment, because they arc apparently on board with the development. On the other hand, 
one would expect UPPCO to be a biased source, and the letters and comments they've received 
and posted arc against the project by almost 2: l. Folks who justify the Bond Falls ct al projects 
on the basis of increasing local tax revenue probably haven't seen the studies on cost-of-services 
from around the entire nation that always show that isolated residential subdivisions cost local 
communities more in maintenance than they ever can possibly bring in tax revenue. With so 
much data to the contrary, how can you put forward the idea that these types of development arc 
good for the local tax base? Will the Lincoln County issue be any different for WPS? 

!2/29/2006 
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60% of UP land, perhaps, is public~access; but how much wild lakeshore is available for public 
use? (even around artificial lakes?) How much of that wild lakeshore is around lakes as large as 
Bond or Victoria flowages? UPPCO and WPS are in a unique position as large land-owners to 
maintain to our grandchildren's legacy of 60% of the land and, ... 
can you give me a number? I'll pull one out of the air... 10% of the wild lakeshore on water 
bodies >40 acres in size. You are SCREWING IT UP, one parcel at a time. Project that into the 
future for l 0, 50, 100, 200 years. Once parcel boundaries are drawn, they are seldom erased. 
WPS and UPPCO have a unique opportunity, not to solve land fragmentation and opportunistic 
subdivision issues, but to HOLD THE LINE by preferentially divesting of OUR large tracts to 
conservation agencies instead ofto land developers. Make that our PR coup, instead of the PR 
nightmare that is this real estate development. 

As far as private landowners maintaining public-access lands: with the Bond Falls deal, UPPCO 
would maintain project lands and grant license for single-user and multi-user private piers in the 
Bond Falls et al. 
project. UPPCO is begging for the opportunity to put private piers on the land. Will the same 
happen in Lincoln County? 

As for conservation agencies being better-placed to be stewards of public-access land, you are 
absolutly correct. However, in the UPPCO case, the USFS offered to purchase 800 acres, and 
UPPCO turned them down. UPPCO's explanation for WHY it turned down the USFS offer casts 
aspersions on UPPCO's sincerity when it says it's trying to DIVEST of unneeded lands, don't you 
think? A land exchange instead of a cash sale, is the explanation I heard, maybe even from you 
at the first Ewen meeting re: Bond Falls. Have similar things happened in Lincoln County that 
haven't yet come to light? lfWPS is trying to divest ofland, and I fully support that policy, 
WHY IGNORE THE POLICY? 

Please consider and pass along the points and suggestions raised in the first half of this letter. I 
do appreciate your communication on this issue. I think the public is constantly becoming more 
aware of these issues, and if I were you l wouldn't feel comfortable assuaging my conscience by 
calling the people you actually hear from on these issues a "vocal minority." The letters and 
comments you actually receive are the only finger you have on the pulse of what people are 
thinking. You ignore that on your own peril. 

Some believe that WPS and UPPCO are so limited in terms of talent, interest, and energy that 
finding anything to do with our lands OTHER THAN selling to Naterra Land for short-term 
mutual profit is impossible. 

I think WPS is better than that, however, and I think WPS could profit greatly from using more 
imagination in the way it divests of its lands. 

Somebody is obviously able to think of giving back to communities, as witnessed by your 
scholarship and grant programs in other areas. Why not leverage your greatest resource, the 
land, in something positive and long-term that does not result in a loss of productive land for 
local and extended communities? 

thank you again for your attention, 

12/29/2006 
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-Joseph LeBouton 

Spees, Kerry A wrote: 
> Mr. LeBouton: 
> 
> It's clear that you and I have different viewpoints regarding the 
> development and of the sentiments of the majority of people in the 
> affected areas. Just recently, for example, the DAILY MINING GAZE1TE 
> ran a story in which a Interior Township Planning Commission member 
> indicated that the majority of township opinion was in favor of the 
> development. That said, however, I know that you would, likewise, be 
> able to find information to the contrary. But from the UPPCO 
> perspective, those seeking to maintain the status quo seem to be in 
> the minority - a very vocal minority. 
> 
> While I understand your concerns about the development of land, I must 

> point out that more than 60% of the land in the Upper Peninsula of 
> Michigan is already open to the public. 
> 
> In general, I don't think it's appropriate for the public to expect a 
> private landowner to maintain its lands for their use. A Wisconsin 
> Public Service land transaction a couple years ago resulted in the 
> Wisconsin DNR buying a large tract that will continue to be maintained 

> for the public. Holding land in the public interest is better done by 

> a conservancy agency or similar organization. Unfortunately, in the 
> case of the U.P. and Lincoln County lands, no organization has stepped 

> to the plate with an interest in acquiring the lands at a fair price. 
> 
> Again, thank you for your comments. 
> 
> 
> 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Joseph LeBouton [ mailto:lcbouton(wmsu.cdu] 
> Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2006 7:27 PM 
> To: Spees, Kerry A 
> Subject: Re: Lincoln County 
> 
> Mr. Spees, 
> 
> Thank you for your long letter explaining WPS's position on this 

6 
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matter. 
> 
> Contrary to your assumption, I have no problem whatsoever with WPS's 

> policy of divesting of non-productive and un-nccdcd lands. I just 
> don't think we should shove development down the throats of 
> communities that arc trying to define their own destiny. There are 
> plenty of models for setting aside such rare, undeveloped land for 
> uses other than ownership fragmentation, paving, building, and forever 

> changing the character of the ecosystems that surround WPS holdings. 
> WDNR, the Nature Conservancy, various local conservancies perhaps. 
> You arc correct, I am not in favor of developing ever-more-rare large 
tracts ofland. 
> 
> I haven't yet studied this case as I have the Bond Falls case. 
> However, in this case it's painfully apparent that WPS has gone over 
> the top by bringing a lawsuit against communities who have made clear 

> their zoning preferences. In the Bond Falls area, UPPCO claims that 
> the locals have spoken in favor of the development, and ignores the 
> larger community that is speaking out against the development. In the 

> Lincoln County case, in your letter below you claim that the locals' 
> voices have no merit precisely because they live too close to the 
> affected area to matter, and it is ONLY the extended community that 
> matters. You are left whining that, despite local townships' desires, 

> the land was once zoned differently and therefore the zoning change is 
against the law. 
> 
> No doubt you will batter and bruise the townships and draw out this 
> legal fight until it's too expensive for the townships to continue, 
> and you'll win by attrition. What township or local community will 
> dare to go against you then? And since you choose the number and 
> scope of people to include in each of your public relations coups, you 

> will always (albeit transparently) play the good corporate citizen 
> card regardless of the shamefulness of your tactics. This is not 
> being a good corporate citizen; this is being an economic bully. Are 
> WPS shares plummeting because all of its departments arc nm by bulls 
> in china shops, or is real estate the only blunder? WPS has some 
> wonderful "green" initiatives, and some very admirable 
good-corporate-citizen 
> initiatives. Overall I like the company; that's why I'm a 
shareholder. 

7 
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> 
> But WPS is wrong, wrong, wrong in this case, as it is in the Bond 
> Falls ct al. cases. 
> 
> As for your point about UPPCO and WPS being different companies, I) 
> who owns UPPCO, and 2) is Mr. Trudeau working on this WPS land sale as 

> well as the UPPCO land sale? What precisely is the distinction 
> between these two situations, other than that in the northern case 
> UPPCO has already sold the land, while in the southern case WPS got 
out-foxed by zoning? 
> 
> Mr. Spees, if we don't protect the value of our natural resources, 
> what will your grandchildren have left to call home? A big fat wad of 

> land value money wrapped around them to ward off the piles of human 
> excrement through which they'll be forced to crawl to and from work 
every day? 
> How quaint. WPS and UPPCO both have wonderful parcels that have been 
> protected from fragmentation and suburbanization. The value of the 
> land thus far has been protected precisely because it never occurred 
> to anyone to develop it So divest, divest, divest! But do so in a 
> way that protects the character and the ecological integrity that 
> remains of these pieces. 
> 
> That is my vote as a shareholder. May the others who feel differently 

> please feel free to address my points above. 
> 
> Sincerely, 
> 
> -Joseph LeBouton 
> 
> Specs, Kerry A wrote: 
> 
> 
>>Mr. Lcbouton: 
>> 
>> Thank you for your comments regarding the Wisconsin Public Service 
>>land in Lincoln County. I'm sorry you do not agree with the company's 
> 
> 
>>course of action regarding the selling of land not needed, and not 
>>included in the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project boundary, 
> 
> 
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>>for the safe, reliable operation of our hydroelectric facilities. The 
> 
> 
>>issues in Lincoln County are in no way connected to those at Bond 
>>Falls. In fact, the assets are owned by two different companies. 
>>Townships in the Bond Falls area have gone on record supporting the 
>>sale and development. In Lincoln County, opposition to the rezoning 
>>generally comes from other property owners on Lake Alexander who seek 
>>to deny the benefits they receive from the lake to others. An 
>>influcncial group, they have successfully persuaded the towns to deny 
>>returning our land to its prior zoning status. 
>> 
>>As you are a shareowner, you are likely aware of the company's asset 
>>management strategy, developed several years ago, to divest of 
>>unneeded properties. In Lincoln County, we arc planning to sell 200 
>>acres that are outside the project boundaries. About a year ago, as 
>>part of a County~wide land planning effort, several towns rezoned our 
>>property to classifications that would effectively prohibit 
>>development of the land, significantly reducing its value~ and 
>>affecting shareowner return, in tum. Public Service appealed to the 
>>towns to return the land to the prior zoning but was rebuffed. 
>> 
>>Prior to December 2004, all of the property associated with the 
>>Alexander hydro project was zoned Residential, Rural Residential or 
>>Recreational. These designations would have allowed the type of 
>>development the company is now proposing and in fact, even more 
>>aggressive development than the company's proposal. The development is 
> 
> 
>>recreational in nature and consistent with existing development on the 
> 
> 
>>river and Lake Alexander. 
>> 
>>The Town of Merrill placed one parcel into RR-2 zoning but the 
>>Company's requests to restore the rights it had under the zoning it 
>>held for many years prior to December 2004 in the townships of Harding 
> 
> 
>>and Scott were denied. Unfortunately at the point, our only option to 
> 
> 
>>protect the value of the land is in suing the county and the towns. 
>>We believe we have a strong case. 
>> 
>>Utilities do not pay local property taxes. Restoring the company's 

9 
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• >>legitimate property rights and allowing reasonable development of the 
>>200 acres as the company is proposing would mean a substantial 
>>addition to the property tax base for local governments, Lincoln 
>>County and the Merrill Area Public School System, while preserving 
>>public access and protecting the environment. The land itself is 
>>estimated to be worth approximately $4 million with the proper zoning 
>>and following development, it could provide more than $20 million in 
>>new property tax base. Again, nearly 85 percent of the company's 
>>property associated with the Alexander hydro project will remain 

• 

• 

> 
> undeveloped. 
> 
>>Mr. Lebouton, it is clear from your correspondences that you do not 
>>support development of any of our property near hydroelectric 
> 
> projects. 
> 
>>Others hold a different viewpoint. 
>> 
>>Again, thank you for your comments. 
>> 
>>Sincerely .... 
>> 

************************************ 
Joseph P. LcBouton 
Forest Ecology PhD Candidate 
Department of Forestry 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, Michigan 48824 

Office phone: 517-355-7744 
email: lcbouton@msu.edu 

From: Mr. koski [mailto:candishop(il,mblp.orgJ 
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2006 3: 12 PM 
To: Specs, Kerry A 
Subject: UPPCO Land Sale Comments 

An e-mail was sent from the Land Sale Comment Fonn section of the UPPCO website by 
I 0.16.0.9 at 3/22/2006 3: I 2: I I PM. 

Name: Mr. david koski 
Company Name: 
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Address: 
City: limestone 
State: mi 
Zip Code: 

E-mail Address: eandishop@mblp.org 
Home Phone: () -
Work Phone:() -
Cell Phone: () -

Contact By: Email 

Comments: uppco and the autrain basin-

11 

Imagine the great publicity uppco would get if it saved the largest and most centrally located lake 
from development. The autrain basin should not be developed. Ifuppco needs money and wants 
to spur the local economics, then hire local loggers to select cut the forest around the lake. This 
would generate a cash flow forever, not just one quick sale. Naterra land is not local and the 
people buying the land won't be locaL lfthe land gets developed and the water level is like last 
summers level, uppco will be rcccivcing complaints by the thousands. What if all the houses get 
built, the dam fails and drains the lake? 
lawsuit,lawsuit lawsuit!! Why does uppco want the headache? Selling or leasing to a local 
logging company is the best for everyone, the wildlife, the locals, uppco and naterra. I feel 
uppco has dropped enough gifts in naterra's lap already. Now do something good for the upper 
peninsula, spare the basin and save yourself a headache. 

from: 
local rate payer 
and basin user 

is anybody reading these? 

From: Specs, Kerry A 
Sent: Friday, December 08, 2006 6:30 AM 
To: 'alwarren' 
Subject: RE: Information 

Good morning, Nancy. The study you refer to is "Recreational Homes and Regional 
Development - A case study from the Upper Great Lakes States" by David W. Marcouiller, Gary 
R. Green, Steven C. Deller, and N.R. Sumathi of the Universities of Minnesota and Wisconsin 
Extensions. On page II of the Executive Summary, you'll find this section "Recreational housing 
in a region appears to contribute more to a local government's ability to generate revenues than to 
place demands on services, as measured by public expenditures." 

It's important to distinguish between regular residential development and recreational 
development when you consider impacts to services. 

Sincerely 

!2/2912006 
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Kerry Spees 
Public Affairs 
920-433-1589 

From: Specs, Kerry A 
Sent: Friday, December 08, 2006 6:46 AM 
To: 'alwarren' 
Subject: RE: lnfonnation 

12 

In addition, Nancy, we should not discount "multiplier" effect of money spent in the area. 
Additional people means additional spending - even after the influx of dollars for construction, 
etc. Dollars spent generally turn over several times in the region, bringing a significant 
economic benefit to the people of the area. Refer to the "Regional Multipliers" handbook by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Kerry Spees 
Public Affairs 
920-433-1589 

12/29/2006 
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• 
PREFACE 

• 
lJPPCO Response to Comments on 

Ass~ssmcnt of the Recreation, \\/ildlifr, Loon, and Aesthetic Resources of the Bond falls, Bont}' Falls, Vittoria, Pricken, Cataract, and Au Train Impoundments 
March, 2007 

• 
In respa"e 10 commenls p1e~e11ted below, ,t should he noted ll•at many of the comments received criticize the A>sessment of the Rec1eation, Wildlife, and Aesthetic Resource Reports for the si~ impoundments for not meeti11g the 
-;1a,dard., of an ··En, 1r0nment,1l Assess111ent'' Spec,fically, wme rnn1.,,en1011 state Ille reports do !IOt addres~ the impact> of potential developmtnt on non-p1oject la11ds and/01 the impacL> of such development on project lands and 
1he i111po1111dments. 

Tile 1esource re pons we1e ne,er in1euded to be environ111e11tnl ,1sses~111en1s. Rather, as clea1ly ind,cate<l rn 1he scopes of work 1ha1 were reviewed and commen1ed 011 by the resource agencies, tl,e objectives of1Ae swdies were to 
,:orhcr ren,My m•oi/oble e.,1.,n"nl( in,f,,rmation, rn <·M1dn,·1field '>'Ork M 11erif)) //,e presence 011d e,mditi/Jn af exist/Ilg ,!ala, t/J do,·11ment exis1ing eond/tirm,1, 1md to assim,'/ole and pr,wide the collected{1,for111ati<m in tl,eform 11/ 
G/S-~enera1ed re.w11rrn {111·e11tury 111ap.t am! rq,or1.1, 

F11r1l1e1more, ii 11eed., t<l be made elrnr tl1at any fon11e assessment of impacts to project la1Hls w, II be limited 10 just that~ impacts to project lands. Such impacts might be due to s11ch things as footpaths down to tl1e water's edge, 
11111,teJ vi~w rnl1aucernent areas. ondlnr ti,~ placement of docks along tile .1hore. Tl1ert will not be any residential housing or other conspicuous development on project lands (i.e., within the FERC bou11dary). Until such time when 
develDpmenl pwposnls al each oftl1e ,mpDundments a1e put fonh, it is not po,~ible to asseo., the pote11tial 1esource impac1s on p1ojcct lands and waters. 

Commentirl~ Entit,· 

Combim•d Ageney Commenls: 
.\liehiga11 H.vdro Rdicensiog Coalition 

Keweenaw Bay lodian Community 
'.'>ational Park St•rvicc, 

Dep11rtment of Natural Resoorees 
fores! Scn·iees, L'S Dept. of 

Agriculture 
tiS Fish & Wildlife Services 

Aug11st 28, 200ti 

Comment 
We rewmmend thm UPPCO not ide11t1fy these studies as "Environmental 
Asse;sments." E11,11ornnentnl A.sse~sment (EA) has a specific meaning 
u11der the Na1ion,1l Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). These a,;sess111ems 
do not meet the requirements ofa11 EA as defined unde1 NEPA. In 
gene,al. an EA include,; brief diseussl(ln., oftl,e following: the need fo1 
tl1e propa,al, an a1rnlysis of al1ernatives, environmental impacts of the 
alternative,, and a listing of agencies and person~ consulted. FE.RC will 
l1h ly be eompletmg an EA as part of reviewing and app1oving a Shoreli11e 
Man,1geme11t Pla11 (SMP). In 01de1 to 1educe eo11fusion regarding the 
purpose of11ie studies by E- PR.O, we sugge,;t that the studies be referred to 
,1S "E~_viro11mental Baseline Assessments.' 
Tlie ot11dy 1esults do p1ovide :m overview of some of the re,ou1ces of each 
flowage and surrounding project hnd. Thi, infonnation has imp1oved our 
under:Wmdmg oftl,e location and extent of important enviro11memal 
fea1ures M ea~h hasin. The information, however, is limited in scope as it 
was gathered during a briefper,od during May and June 200&. The 
rcliab1lity of1he da1a collected is also questionable smce standa1d 
l'fOtocoi,;, sugges1ed by the 1esource agencies, were not utilized for 
some re,011rces (rap101s, substiate ruapp,ng, eie.) Other resouKes, such ,1S 
old growth, hemk,ek.. and oak Slllnds were no11dentif,ed and the1efo1e the 
studies are not usefol m identifying the,\e important habi1a1 feat\11es. These 

.. £~\'CMS w1!1 need to IJt eons1de1ed a., 11,e .~MP IS developed, 
Studv Oven·iew 
For 111any of these impou11dmems the rese1vo1r target elevation 01 
minirni1111 elev,1tions vanes. Bec,1u,;e of thio we p1opose the minimum 
P"nd devat10,1 tlia1 rnuld be experienced duri1,g the boating season be 
ut, lized 10 co11serv.11i, e ly e.s111nate surface area and s l1ore line. 

liPPC0/11,PRO Resoonse 
The comment or is correct in stating tha1 these assessments "do not meet the rcquiremen~ of 
an EA as defined 1mde1 NEPA" These assessments, as scoped in consultation with the 
resouice agencies, we1t designed to be resou1eeJhabitat baseline invento1ies, not NEPA-
level environmental assessment>. See P1efaee. 

As explained m our response to agenc'Y comments on the scopes of work, not all agency• 
sugge,sted p1otoeols were going to be performed. Specifically, substrate mapping and rapt or 
call.,. We believe ou1 methods to identify and n1ap various habilllts within the 
impoundments ~rt more 1han adequate for informed deeis1on-making on non-project uses of 
projec1 la11ds. 

Three of the lnlpDundrnents (Boney, Pricke11, and Au Train) are operated as iun-ofriver, 
meaning 1hat water I eve ls do no1 fluctuate much during the boating season. The othc1s 
experience draw downs of varyi1,g deg1ees during the boat mg season. Because each resource 
may be impacted differently by water level change (both timing and magnitude), setting a 
single level is not practical. 

Resoonse ID 
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Recreation Resources 
Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition/River Alliance of Wisconsin The Michigan l-lydro Relicensing Coalition has been added. The recommendations from the 

(MHRC/RA W) and National Park Service should be included in the lisi of "agencies" as referenced in the report !ntroduction.~ did not include the River Alliance of 

agencies and NGO's. Wisconsin or the National Parle Service. These groups will he added to future 1cferences to 
"agencies". 

At the bas ms many infonnal recreation s,tes were identified; most basins This issue will be addressed durmg the development of Shoreline Management Plans for the 

had a much higher number ofinfonna] recreation sites compared to formal Projects. 
recreation sites. Please clanfy whether UPPCO plans to keep the infomrnl 
si1es onen for "ublic use or ,fthese sites will be closed. 
Tl1c Recreation Plan does not discuss any nearlJy fomial or informal trails. The reports have been revised to mclude formal and infom1al trails, wi1hin the Project 

These feat mes should be inclt1ded and mapped. boundary, on the maps. 

For all of the.sites a 1e\ative measure of compaction was providcci: How The reports have been revised to rC!lect only the presence or absence of compaction, 

was compaction measured or observed? 

There arc many other forms e>f recreation on these flowages that do not As identified in the agcncy•reviewed scope of work, the objective of the recreation 
involve direct use of recreation sites identif,ed and inventoried. Fishing, assessments was to review and map existing recreation facilities within the project boundary. 

watcrl"owl hunting, h,king, birdwaiching, canocingfkayaking, and other The a.ssessmen!S were not designed to analyze impacts. See response ID I. 

fo1111s of recreation occur on and around these flowages. The impact on 
non•project use of p,oject land on these 1ecrcational activities must be 
analuzed. 
(Bond Falls) Site R· l is described as a fonnal boai launching, picnicking, Sile R-1 encompasses information for all the dispersed camping and recreation sites that are 

camping, and bank fishing snc. There is one nearby campsite (No. 11 ), bu1 conside1ed to be pa!1 of the campground; thus the picnicking may not occur at site R· l but 

no picnicking or bank fishing facilities arc available here. Additionally, does occur at a si1e associated with 1he dispersed camping area. The report has been revised 

two formal boat launchmg sites are noted. The second site (R-18) is lis1ed to clarify R· 18 is a formal site. 
on page 2· 19 as an infonnal site. Please cla1 ify whether these sites are 
fonnal or informal. 
(Bond Falls) The 15 informal recreation foc,hties on Map 2· l and 'fhe 15 aieas of c1osion that we1e noted in section 2.2.3 of the report and shown on Map 2· I 

descrip1ion arc confuiing. For 9 of these sites (1-4. 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, I 5, do 1101 include c1osion at the recreation sites. As no\ei:l in the last .~entencc of the section "!n 

and 19) you ~pecifically note "no erosion" at the site. However, unde1 addition to the eroded banks listed above, over half of the recreation sites e~hibited moderate 

2.2.3 Areas Not Conducive to Recreational Development, you state that 10 major amounts of erosion." The erosion associated with recreation sites is described in 

"field crews observed eroded banks in 15 difforem areas around the ]~kc. 1he narrative description oft he relevant rec1eation site. 
Do lhese 15 areas include the recreation si1es'! Please map these sites so 
tl1a1 the location oft be 1ccrca1 ion sites and erosion sites arc shown 
together. 
(Bond Fall.s) Descnpt,ons ()f the infomial mes noies that the site "appears The relationship between the infonnal recreation sites and the formal campsites was 
to be a,ssociated·' "may be associated", or ",s associated" with a forn1a] determined by comparing the mfonnation collected in the field with the map of the Bond 

campsite. How was 1he relatio11ship betv.·ccn campsite and informal aieas Fall, Flov.-age fo1mal recreation sites. A judgmellt was then made by the observer, 

dctcnnined? In Ollf obsen-ntlons, many of the informal campsites are 
closcJ:r· a.ssociated with fonnal cam~[tes. 
(Prickett) Tbe M,ch1gan Recreational Boaiing lnfonna1ion System The Michigan Boating lnfon11aiion System listed a parking area for 15 car trailer units. The 

directory (available from Michigan.govldnr website) lisis Pnckctt Dam site visit, however, determined that there are 6 trailer units and 6 single car parking spaces. 

Backwaters site as h~vmg paikmg a1ca for 15 car/trailer units. Please The site visit determination is based upon actual measurements. 
correct this information for site R·2 on nave 2·3 and make the nccessarv 
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·~·~· 
c1kulatwn cottcc11011s m ;cciion 2.3 .. 1 Lake Use Rate on page 2-8. 

A dcsctipuon of avcrngc ,eneat,onal use of the campgrounds, us well as As identified in the agcncy-tcvicwe<l ,;rnpe ofwotk, the objective of tile tcctcation 
put pose of campground v,sit, should be included. assessment,; was to ,cv1cw and map existing tectcation facilities witl1in the ptojcct b<lundaty, 

not to investigate rectcational use pa1terns. Sec also tesponse 10 8. 

lncl11de a deac, ,ptH)n of how the existing rcc1ca1ional use may be affected As ident,f,ed in the age,1cy-teviewed scope ofwotk, the objective of the tec,eation 
by ptopo,;cd 11on• ]'roject u,;e ofptOJeCt l~nd. assc,smem, wa.<, to tcvicw and map existing tccteation facilitie,; within the ptoject boundary, 

not to analyze impact, to tectea1ional use. See alw tcsponsc to ID 8. 

It ~hould be no1cd 1ha1 Mich,gan Depattmcnt of Natural Rewurces staff Sec tcsponse ID 14. 
have ob.served inc,ea,ed use of the basin:; <luting waterfowl liunting season 
(Scp1cmber 1h,ough Novembet) and dwing deer l,unting season (Octobet 
through December). This inctcm,ed u:;c 1> not captmed in tile short time 
ftame or visiis in Ma" and Ju11e. 
Plea,;c nole the days of the week and dmalmn nfvis,ts to the The reports have been tcvise<l atcotdingly. 
impoundn,ents. Boating obsctvations may have mia.1ed usets who wete 
0llt ,n the eatly momwg or evening. Also weekend days may have mme 
usage and mav no1 have been ca tured dutin~ tile studv. 
A desctiption on how proposed non•ptoject use, ofp1ojec1 land will As identified in the agcncy•tcvicwed scope ofwotk, the objective of the tectcation 
impact rccteation, including hunting, should be included. asse:;:;menlS was to tevicw and map existing recteation facili1ies within the ptoject boundary, 

1101 10 analyze impacts to tectcatio11a1 use. Sec also tcspo11sc ID 8. 

A tbn,ough descnpt,on of tectcational use by anglers, huntets, and See response ID 14. 
tta···· ts :;hould be included. 
Passive ,ecrcatwnal use. s11cb as muslnoom and berry picking ot bird Sec tesponse lD 14. 
watching, ~hould be de.<.ct1bcd. 
'file u,c of1hc 11hasc "na(u,a] w,ive nctwn" is misleading, srnce the effects To avoid confusion and ,peculation on causes of ctosion noted al si1es, the tcpott~ have been 
ofw~vc ac1ion on tl,ese llowage,; 1s magnified by 1he artif,ciul revised IO remove all tefctcnces to probabk causes. 
ni,mipula1ion ofwaie, levels, wh,c], doc, no1 allow vcgetat,on to lxcomc 
ee<talJl1,l1c(l in shorelme areas, tl111> makin~ n,any a,cas mote ptone to 
ctos,~n from wave urnon tlrnn thev wo11ld no,mal.!YJ,s_,o.~ a natutal lake. 
A discussion of :;i1c cundniu11; nol cm,ducl\e to 1he development or dock Recteatiooal development wnstta111ts (ctosion atcas and wetlands) ate mapped and included 
sirnttures and matina,; includi11g ~hallow water ateas t]ial ]imi1 ingress and m the tepotls. Sensitive areas infotmation was also map!)<'d, but only ptovided to state and 
cgre.s.<. to tile shote. wttlands, and 01he, senoitive ateas should be included. fed eta I tcsomcc agencies. All this infotma1ion will be taken mto considetation dutmg the 
In add,t,on, a map of shotcline ~ite condi1ions not tonducivc to the development of the Sho,eline Management Plans. 
dc,clo]'n,enl of dock rnuctutcs ot matina, should be included. Accotding 
to Wagnc, ( 1991 ), sllallow a tea, of lake:; (e.g., bs than 5 feet) ate most Mapping of shallow water areas was not conduc1cd a, contemplated in the agency-reviewed 
ilkely 10 exhibit negative 1111pact, aswciatcd wi1h hoating. Tl1csc impacts scope of wot k. As development propo,als fot docks and mminas ate made available, 
,ncludc scd,ment te-suspens1on, teduced waler quality. and tcduccd habitat shallow water areas will be assessed. 
for a0 uat,c and tettesttial s ~cc1cs. 
(Pticketl, Yictotia) Please prov,de a detailed topogtaphic map to help ! The two teports have been teviscd 10 include map> with 1opographic featutes {see Map 2·2 

v1s1rnl1zc 1he ,rec~ bank areas mound the tesetvo1r. ' fot each ,esnrctive rmott\. 
(Bond Falls) for the vauous sites desct1bcd, the causes fot any ctosion See response ID 20. 

obsctved a,e >lated (human use, narurnl wave action, etc). This is 
somewhats eculat,vc, and It would be rnore am !.!:'"riate to tefet to the 
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Bond falls Erosion Con1rol Plan (and subsequent contractor 1eport) for 
rnfonnation on "fObable causes of erosion at each site. 
(Au Train, Boney Falls, Prickett) The Recreation Plan does not discuss 

any)ank fisl~ sites. _These feal\11cs should be included and ma,,ned. 
The reports already include discussions, photos, and mapped locations of bank fishing sites. 

An impo1tant step in dete1mining acceptable boa1ing densities and desired We are familiar with the Water Recreation Opportunity Sp€ctrum metho<l. The Boati'ng" 
types ofwa1e1•based recreational use is lacking: developing a ··desired Canying Capaei1y analyses, ho,\'ever, were only mean1 to identify a range ofrecreational 
c1rndition·· for 1he reservoirs. The desired cond1t1on details the setting and boating eanying capacity at each reservoir. 1t was kyond the scope of this literature based 
type ofrecreation experiences desi1ed. There are accepted methods for desk.top exe1eise 10 determine the "desired condition" al each impoundment. 
developing 1he desired condition, such as Wate1 Recreation Oppo1tunity 
Spectrum (WROS). WROS helps dete1mine the niche ofa pal!icular water 
body in the region. Wi1hou1 de1ermining the desired condition, calculating 
po,;sible numbers of boats on a waier body lacks meaning and context. 
Any numkr (or range of numbers) 1ha1 is anived al, and any Sp<'Cifie 
wa1ercra~ type, may or may not fit with the de.ii red condition. The Fo1est 
Service can provide more information on the use of WR OS for developing 
a desired condition for nanicular bas ms. 
User perceptions of acceptable boating density in similm settings are This study was scoped as a hteratme•based, desk• top exercise. User perceptions were not 
missing from the discussion (this is part ofWROS process described included. 
above\. . 
A discussion on the type of watercraft commonly used on the The repo1t will include mention of the type ofwatere1afl obsc1ved and 1eported to be 
imnoundmcnt needs 10 be included. commonlv used on lhe im-oundments. 
The density estm:iates do not take into aeeoun1 poten1ial for inc1eased The reports v,.ere never intended to speculate about the potential fo1 mc1eased public use. 
public use of the basin and associated facilities ove1 1he 1e1m oft he FERC 
license. 
The "Recreation Resources" map does not include constraints to Recreational constraint factors cited will be addressed in the development of Shoreline 
recreational development (e.g., docks and marinas) such ~s shallow water Managemen1 Plans . 

. areas, areas Of":9:uatic \j],etation and wetlands. 
Plea$e clarify the elevation of"full pond" We suggest Ilic minim11m pond Full pond is the areal ex1ent of the waterbody"'as"0btaine<l from 1he Michigan DNR fisheries 
elevation du1mg tbe open water boating season be utilized to provide a Division on•lme shape file lake polygons as of March 2004. Three of the impo11ndments 
eonscrva1ive es1imate. See comment 11nder "Study Overview: (Boney, Pricke!I, and Au Train) are Op€rated as run•ofrive1; meaning that wate1 levels do 
Impoundments" above not fluctuate much dmrng the boating season, The 01he1s have drawdowns of varying 

degrees dming boating season. Because each resou1ce may be impacted differently by water 
level ehanPe seltinP a srn< le level is not -:actieal. 

(Au Train) The so111hem portion, or app1o~imately li5, oftlle basin is The refuge area is closed to boating from September l through November 10, which is 
conside1e<l a wildhfe refuge and is closed for over 2 months of the yea1. outside the normal boating season. 
This needs to be taken into account when cakulaiing the uscable lake 
surface are~. 
Smee 1his sceiion is based la1gely upon Boating Carrying Capacity as See response 1D 25. 
detennmed by the previo11s seeiion, and since the1e are serious questions 
ab<Jut 1he methodology used 10 estimate Boating Canyrng Capacity (see 
comment above), the range of boat numbers arrived at, and the type of 
watercraft, has no meaning or context. Again, a "desired condition", 
detailing the setting and types of desired recrea1ional exp<'1ienees. needs to 
be determined before making calculations of acceptable boa1ing densities 
~nd !""e> ofwatercraf\. 
User "Cltentions of aecentable bo~trn<> d~n,itv at the flowa~e~, or in This studv was seon,,d as a desk-to- exercise. User -erce tions were not included. 
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,;111,,lar ,c11mgo ;,re mi,;~mg from 11,e d,scus.smn No interview,; were 
wnduc1ed will, \ma1ers on lh,s lluw,1ge lo hdp determ111c ~cceptable 
boa1in, den:,i1ie~-

• 
lnformJ\1011 on the 1ype ofwa1er,;rafl ac1ually u.sed on the ,mpoundments The "most likely" users covers pretty much all lhe polen1ial users oflhe impoundments. The 
:<1101,ld have been provided, ra1her than ,peculating as lo what types of reports have been revised l0 include mention of the lj'Jl" ofwa1ereraft observed and reported 
b0Ms>n1o(or> re ,re.sem 11,e "mos1 like,!{' users. _____ to be common Iv used on the irnnoundments. 
The s1Udies referenced (rn table 2-1 for Bond Falls) nmy not ix: relevant to The table dted represents infonnation that is in the literature. This infonnatwn and the 
1he discus.sion, depend mg on user perception,; m ll1ose areas and their approach used represent polenllal tools for future u,;e in as,essing boating densiues. 
hi,1ory. U.,ing an avernge of the figures obtained from lhe~e studies, IS 
probably overly simphslic and no( appropr,a(e for determming appropriate 
bonier densities for 1hio flowa\'.e. 
Plea,e mdude a 11ote ,n the study that the Resomce Agencies and UPPCO, 11 is nm known ifa boati11g denrny standard will be included in the SMP. Theboati11g 
wink team evalummg 11np,1cts 10 project resources, will need to agree in capacity ,;tudy i, designed to provide planni11g guidelines. 
1he $horelme Mm,agernen1 Plan upon an acceptable boating density 
slandnrd. 
Please nrne that fislnng boat~ (,1nd boats used for waterfowl himting) often Boa1, u~ed for fishing and waterfowl himting may have motors of greater lhan 25HP. The 
Uave mo1or.s greater than 25 HP. larger point here is !hat fishing and hummg boats on these impoundments generally are not 

travelin<>" ill a hNh rate ofsneed. 
(Priekell) The ,snalysis sho11ld take i11lo aeeou11l the presence of slumps The report has ix:cn revised accordingly. 

and floaung ,nags 1n rh1s flowage. which are abundan1 and which are one 
of the m1jor "defimng eharaetens11es" of1hi, flow age (p. 5. 7). These 
tlump,; and s11ags M~ one oft he 111aiu features 1ha1 allrael fo;hermen lo the 
flow,1~e. and fishiur. Es the domman1 rccrea11onal t1<;e al this lime rn 5-10\. 
(P, ,ckell) The p,esence of slumps and floatmg mag~, and the ways these Comment nored. 
feature~ shape the cmrenl recreational use of Prick ell Flowage, needs lo be 
11eluded in 1he analysis. Th is would logically be pan of the WROS 
os,e,;sn1e1H diS\C>1ssed abo,·e 
Wildlife & Aoualie ttab,'tal 
The mam <)bjecuves of the W1ldl1fe and Aquatic Hab,tal study should be The report ha,; been revised to clarify the objec1ives. 
chr,f,ed to reflect the obJecuves l1Med m the Scope of Services: I) gather 
all readily obtainable, ex,stmg infonnauon on wildlife and aquaue 
hab,taUspecie, a,soc,ated with the subject 1mpoundmen1s and projeCI 
lands, 2) condU<'( field work lo venfy the presence and condition of 
existing daia, 3) map and document (on a broad-sc,1le) new occurrences of 
h,1b,tal and sptties of interest observed dming the field work effort, and 4) 
u.se these d,,ta lo develop nalurnl resource eonma1nl maps/da1abases for 

~ch im,,oundmenL 
In add,t,on to possible nesung platforms, potential nesting sites ohould also The report objectives have been revised to include potential nesting sites. 
be included in the list of stud1· ob1ecuve~. 
Gray wolf a11d gray wolfhabna1 ohould be included in the list of,;tudy The repor1s have been revised to address the comment. 
items. 
Fisheries assessmenls were either lackmg or were incorrect. Information Fish eomm11nity informa1ion has recently been provided by the Michigan DNR and the 
on 1he currenl s1atus of1he fish communi(v should be included. renorts have been revised 10 reflect this information. 
The presence and dimibution ofliltoral faheries habit al such as gravel We feel that the I moral h~bital daia that was collected is sufficiently specific for determining 
lenses, woo<ly mueture, and aquaue vege~tion is described in general potential ,mpacts ~ssocimed with slwreline al1eralion, dock placement, etc. 
tams w,thm the asscssmems. The ~ssessmenl> indiea1e 1hal habi13l 
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···-··-"·· conditions were documented using GJS.based field maps and GPS, 
however the data displayed within the assessments was not site specific. 
Futtller de1ail of specific habitat types with GPS mapping aspects will be 
necessary if any lmbiiat altera1ion proposals are entertained. The data 
displayed within the asressmenl, bcks specificity that would allow for 
de1ennining the impact any proposals seeking shoreline alterations, dock 
ro,1struction, or woody habitat manipulation. 
(Bond Falls) Please provide a map showing the location for the photo in The site in the photo is located on Map J.J .. 
Fiaure 3- l 
(Au frain) Please darify intent of the tlmd sentence in the first paragraph The repor1 h~s been revi,;ed accordingly. 

under3.2.I 
include inforrnaiion on the typical ahitude above ground level at wh,ch the The report has been revised to address this comment. 
heliconter was flown. as well as the senarntion between transects. 
(Bond falls) The mfonnation obtained (re. existence of suitable bald eagle Comment noted. 

ne.st trees on the large penimula along the eastern shore) is new 
infonnution and needs to be considered in reference to the new 
cam round unit nlanned for that neninsula. 
(Bond Falls) A discussion ofwhe11ler any na1ural sui1able osprey trees The rep<1rt has been revi,;ed to address this comment. 

cmren1lv exist in or around the flowa<>e is missin<>, 
(Pricketl) It is unclear what criteria were used to evaluate nesting habitat The rep<1rt has been revised to address this comment. 
potential for great blue heron. The large wetland complex at the south end 
oft he flowage would appear to provide good habitat m general for herons 
(and herons were observed !here). yet the statement 1s made (p. 3-.'i) that 
there is a "lack of suitable narural nest mg habitat for great blue heron." 
Herons are colonial nesters and will 111ilize a wide range of tree species and 
tree sizes for their nests (Atlas of Breeding Birds of Michigan, 1991 ), so It 
is unclear whv 1here is a lack ofnestin£.!labita1. 
(Vic1oria) 11 is concluded 1ha1 "no suiiable n~lural ne.s1ing habitai was The rep<1rt has been revised 10 address this comment. 

observed" for o, s, nlease define suitable osnrev nestino habitat. 
Accordmg to 1he Michigan A11dubon Society cranes are not dependent 011 The repott has been revised to address tl11s comment. 
using tradi1ional bogs with sphagn11m and leatherleaffor nestiug and often 
u~e smaller we1la11ds wi1h a grea1er varie1y of vegetation cover types. 
Therefore is it not <:omxt to conclude tlm1 there i~ no crane nesting habitat 
on moiec1 lands around the flowa~e. 

-Although evidence of waterfowl and sandhill crane nesting was limited Comme11t noted. 
duri11g the assessmenLs, 1he large number of gos lings, ducklings, and 

I 1uvenile sandhill cranes indicated 1hat nearbv 11es1i11° locatio11s are nresenl. 
These surveys were conducted at the wrong time of year to accurately One oft he objectives of these studies was to inventory and map existing habitats and, ba,;ed 
reflect migratory wildlife usage. on habitat characteristics, determine if1hese liahitats would be generally suitable for certain 

species' life stages such a.~ staging and foraging for migratory wildlife. These studies were 
not scoped or designed to determine habitat utili7.a.tion by migra1ory wildlife, JUSt the 

I nresence ofhabitat itself. 
{Pricke1t) The very brief period of observation for wildlife on this flowage Comment noted. The emphasis of the assessments was on suitable habitat for species 
(2 days in June] must be considered when reviewing the data obtained. identified by the agencies. not solely on the observed presence of species. 
For example, we have observed several different species ofwmerfowl on 
Prickett flowa«e over the ve11rs (includin<> mallards, black ducks, wood 
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du,·b, etc.), yet the br,d, ,.,11 re,calcd only one waterfowl species: 
co11n11011 merganser. We would rnrn;,der the in formation pr(Widcd in this 
rcpor1 ,1nccdornl. 

(Au Train) Plc~sc cl~nfy the mtcnl of the bsl sentence "f the la,;( The report has been revised to address thii cornrne11l. 
I "ara~ranh under 3.2.3. 

Docrnnenlalion of the promi11cn1 pl~nt species in c~ch wetland cover type The report., have been rev,sed lO addres~ prominent plant species and general hydrological 
and doc11me1na1ion of the hydrological rnnd,tion of the wetlands including condili(>n. 
cx1cm of inundation ~nd ~cncrnl v.~lcr denths ,s missina 
(Bond Falls) On 3· 7 ll states that sandbar willow along the shoreline is The report has been revised lo address this comment. 
1ypically 0ooded, pro\'iding excellent habitat for" ildlife. This may be 
1rue in May. bui by J11ly, this lrnbirnl 1s gone, as water levels arc generally 
much lower and far below this vegetation. 
(Bond Falls) On p. }.() it state,; tha1 ... "no 0~1cr unique or significant The report h>i.S been revised lo address this comment. 
upl:md habna1 was observed al Bond Falls". This 1s somewhat misleading, 
smce surveys were not conducted for some upl~nd habitat types 
recommended by the agencies (stands with old growth cl,aracterislic~ or 
siands with hcmlock/\\hite inc comnonent). 
(Pr.dell) The sizeable cedar/yellow birchJhemlock wetland and the stand The emire area was examined and mapped on fool by walkmg throughout the imcrior of the 
Mnrnlure hemlock is an imporian1 forest component that w~s noted m the wetland and using GPS to map the approximate outer limit of the area . 
. stud)·· Were.these areas iden1ir1ed from a lx>al or exam111ed on sl1ore? 
(V1ctori~) There ,s ,10 discuss,on of S,grnficam Upland llabitals. Were A bncf disc11ssion of the smvcy results specific to significant 11pland habitats has heen 

-111: oro,ecl hnds sur.·c ·cd for sianificanl u land habita11'/ mclm:lcd in lhc revised renort. 
(Bond foils) There appears lo be an error m th,s section; Interior Creek The report has been corrected. 
docs no1 empty into Bo11d Flow,1ge, but rather mlo the M. Branch of the 
On1onago11 River, some distance south of the flo.,..agc. The location for 
1he wood 11rnlc obscr\'aUon should presumably be where the M. Branch 
flow.s i,110 1hc imoou11dmcn1. 
(Bond falli) We are fan,,liar wi1h 1he area around where 1hc M. Branch The comment 1s acknowledged and the map and text have been revised accordingly. 
t1ows ,mo the impoundment. m,d the area wi1h the most p0lcn1ial for v.ood 
turtle ,wstmg is on 1he sleeper sandy banks along 1hc cast side of this 
,rnrrow bay, nol the wcsl side. as labeled in 1he figure. The angle of slope, 
sp:,r.s,(y ofvegelalion, and grca1cr exposure 10 1he sun on the cast side of 
this bav "-'?~l!!ike~.!!,(CtTcd bv wood nirtlcs for nesting 
(Victoria) Please clanfy whether the rnulh or rnu1heasi (acing slopes that These areas v.ere examined on•the•ground by several biologis1s. 
were idcmificd as possible wood turtle nesting habitat were cbea;ked on• 
the• ground for evidence of use by nesting wood turtles or just observed 
from distance. 
It ,., nol clear what distance interval v.as used to sample for woodland In general, al tlie Bond Falls, Victoria, Prickett, Boney Falls, and Cataract impoundments, 
raplors, and hov. much ()f1his survey was C()nductcd while on land, versus woodland rapt or call back surveys were primarily conducted from a boat. However, these 
from a boaL Also, please provide 1imc of day tbc woodland rapt or surveys surveys were alw occasionally conducted from l~nd. Al these impoundments, distance 
were con dueled. intervals v.ere up lo a 1/,•mile and surveys v.ere generally completed by mid•moming. Al 

the Au Train b~sin, woodland raolor .~urvevs were conducted while on land. 
The search prnmcol 10 delecl woodland rap1ors nnd their ne,ts is We concur that the timing of1he woodland rapt or surveys was somewhat late in tl1e season 
ir.suffic,cnl and pomly t,med lo accurately de1ermme their presence (rap1or 10 folly and acc11ra1cly determme lhc presence ofncstmg woodland rapt ors m the assessment 
~mvevs ~hould occur b.,twecn A"ril 15 and 30). Additional rnn1or surve •s area. Howeve1. we believe 1he methods used to dc1crminc rap1or "rcsence are more than 
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should be ecmdue1ed, as "ell as surveys of rapt or nests in absence of adequate for informed deeision,making on non,project uses of project lands, 
folin°e, 10 aceura1elv detenrnne ra•tor ~rc5enee. 
Although grazing by Canada geese can impact w,ld rice beds, U.S. Forest The reports have been revised accordingly. 
Service (USFS) has restored wild rice beds on other water bodies wirhin 
the Ottawa National Fores1 where geese are relatively abundant. The 
USFS hm, not had to employ geese exelus;ion methods in those areas. 
'l'herefore, we su~ 0 es1 renlacinP the word "likd•" wilh "nossible." 
The conclusion that orange hawk weed is widely distributed yet relatively The reports have been revi&ed accordingly. 
uncommon is eonfusin" and needs clarification. 
Reed canary grass is typically considered a non-native invasive species in Reed canary grass was not on Ille list of nuisance species provided by the resource agencies 
tbis area. Why is ii not considered a nuisance species in this study'/ during the study scoping process. However, the report authors acknowledge in the report 

that this species is generally considered nuisance. The reports have been revised to 
s~~· ifieallv de.~cribe Reed eanarv mass as a nuisance s~eeies. 

It is not clear whether any sampling was done to detect aquatic invasive Sampling for the presence ofEurasia11 water milfoil and purple loosestrife, including 
plant species such as Eurasian water mil foil and emly- leafpondweed. collecting and analyzing samples, was rou1inely conducted at all six impoundments. The 
These and other invasive plant species could easily b,,, missed if the only reports have been revised to further clarify thi:;. 
surveys performed were observational, rather than using a weed-rake or 
similar device to samde veeetation. 
11 is incorrect to routinely classify Canada geese as nuisance species. Canada goose was described by the resource agencies as a "nuisance species" during the 
Although they are capable ofbeeoming a nuisance in urban/submban study scoping process. That is the reason it is also described as a nuisance species in the 
settmgs, the)'. are not considered a nuisance at these nroieets. renorts. 
(Bond Falls) Spotted knap;Ced occurs in many locations on project lands None of1he resource agencies expressed concern about these species d1mng 1he study 
around Bond flowage, including the campground areas, boat landings, etc. scoping process. Therefore, field surveys did not specifically focus on these species. 
Non-native honeys11ekle also occurs on project lands in the area. Ye1, 
there is no mention of ci1her of these nui.'illnce snecies in the rcnort. 
(Bond Falls) Rusty crayfish, an invasive animal species, are known to be See response ID 72. 
very abundant within Bond Flowage, yet 1here is no me1uion of them in the 
report. Was any sampling for rusty crayfish, spiny waler-flea or other 
invasive animals conducted? 
A d,scussion oft he general length of the erosion sites as well as the Information on the general lengths of erosion sites has been added to the revised reports. 
potential eat1ses is missing. The potential causes of erosion arc assessed in a separate study, unrelated to this effort, and 

previous comments 1den1ified concerns about de1errnining the cause. Therefore, cause will 
,, ___ ,,-,,,-,-- not be d1se11ssed in the revised r<ce9rt. 

It should be mentioned 1ha1 some erosion does occur 11aturally and I his TI,e reports have been revised to add=s this comment. 
type of erosion IS of less concern than erosion caused by project operations 
or "se. 
A de.script,on of the scale used to define erosion as major, mmor, or The reports have been revised to remove all refcrellees to the extent of erosion. 
moderate should Ix. inclt1ded. 

'i-0eiude a descnption of where eroded matenal is being deporned. The reports do not include 1his information as it outs,de of the agency- reviewed scopes of 
work. 

(Bond Falls) On 3-12 it states that "mo.st of the active erosion did not These statements have been clarified in the revised reports. 
appear to be a result of wave ae1ion or ice floes". This statement is ra1her 
speculative, witl1 110 connection to data gathered during this study. It also 
contrad,ets some earlier sta1emerus (See. 2.2.1) that wave action appeared 
to be a con1nbuting fae!s,!,l!:,.~!,O_~ion observed at recreation si1e_s. 
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We agree that wolves can be found 1hroughou1 the Uppe1 Pcm11sl1la. We Comment noted. 
would expect tha1 W()]ves periodically use the area, around the basin for 
foragmg and pup 1ea1mg. Beeau:;c nf1h,s we beheve that wolves should be 
rnns,de1ed in developing the SMP. As previously discussed, the review 
and ~pproval of the SMP by FERC will require section 7 consultation with 

.. the U.S. F,sh and Wildlife Service. 
(Au Trnin, Boney Falls) A discussion of the gray v.olf is missing. Although 1equested, we have 1101 received information from the DNR other than that stating 

that ,volves a1e habi1a1 generalists and may or may not use project lands. As a resuH, we are 
unawate of any benefits tha1 a vague discussion of gray wolves would provide. 

,t,,, diseu,s1on ofrnre, 1hrea1ened, and endangered species is missing. There is no sepaiate section entitled Rare, Th1eatened and Endangered Species. Rather, 
individual species are discussed as app1opriate e.g., bald eagles, wood turtles. lnforrnation 
1egarding the locations and presence of rare, threatened, and endangc1ed (RTE) wildlife 
species associated with project lands and waters has been p1ovided to the 1esouree agencies. 
Siuee these species are protected by laws, it is gene1ally not good p1aetiee (and potentially 
irresponsible) to release information on 1he locations of RTE plant species; and immobile life 
s1ages of wildlife species to the gene1al public. Members of the gen em I public interested in 
such infonnation should submit a fonnal request to state imdlor federal agencies regard mg 
the 1elease of this information. 

The 1eno~ have been 1evised to limit the re&sting t~ .1ensit1ve s ies loeruions 
II "ho(1ld be noied 1lrn1 the age nu es had suggested tha1 more derailed Comment noted. See 1esponse ID 59. 
1nfonna1ion should be obtamed on vegetation within the projee1 lands 
(specifically s1and, with old growth chamcte11stics, stands wi1h mesic 
eonife~. ~lands wnh red oak), but tlm info1mat1on was not obtained during 
1he studv. 
It should be noted thai recommended agency protocol for collection of Protocol methods were mod,f,ed to allow for greater distances between survey points, and to 
aquatic habitat data, and eonduet111g rap1or surveys, "as nol utilized. This enable field crews to d" the majority oft he calling frnm boats. Since sound carries well on 
unfortunately makes the data ob1ained of lesserquali1y for assessing water, it was felt that this approach would not diminish the effectiveness of the surveys. lo 
imp;iets flom non•plOJecl usc of lands and waters on these 1esources. addi1ion, we believe that the aquatic liabltat data collection methods employed allowed for 

the collection of data of equal or better quality than if agency recommended methods wtre 
followed. 

Please make a ,m1e unde1 the list of"Othe1 Wildlife Species Observaiions" Comment noted. The emphasis of the as~essments was on suitable habitat for species 
111~1 tb1~ is not an all mdum·e list. Many wildlife and fish species identified by the agencies, not solely on the observed p1esenee of ~p~ie.1. 
commonly iJhserved on project lands or wate1s {e.g., Nashville warbler, 
No1the1n oriole. blaekbumian warbler, song sparrow, vecry, rose•b1eai11ed 
~1osbeakl are missin 
(Pnckert) The "Other '1',7ildlife Species Obse1vation" list appears to be m The 1eport has been revi,;cd acrnrdingly. 

1!2!. wrong section (currelltl~ in the Gra~ WolfCo~sult~_t_i_?1:.~~ction'. 
Please provide. 111 adduion 1" 1he detmled maps, a habitat C[)nstraints ,nap The reports do not include habitat constraints maps fo1 areas outside of1he assessment areas 
sllownw an overview of 1he ent,re basin. 'i,e. lands and waters within the FERC nro·eet boundarv). See annroved scones of work. 
On the "Species Observai,ous and 1-labltat Components,'· please color-code Report maps have been revised to make them easie1 to 1ead and in1erp1et, Howeve1, it was 
tl1e spe,,es observal ions so that it is easier to 1den11 fy important areas for determined that identifying suites of organisms as st1ggested would make 1he maps too busy 
d1fforen1 iui1es of organisms. For msrnnee bald e~gle observ,llions in one and the benefits would be ou1weighed by the d,stractlons. 
color. wa1erfuwl obsei,;atmns ,11 ano1her color, etc. 
f Au ·1 rn111) Trumnete1 swan, a1e e~-andmn 1heir ,ange and. have b~rn Comment no1cd 
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documented by MDNR biologists at the Au Train Basin. MDNR sraff 
hel1eve tha1 trumpeter swan nesting potential at the basin has increased and 
will be realized withi111he 11ex:t few vears. 
Qualitative Assessment of Potential Impacts of Stump Removal 
Prickett Basin) 

This section attempts to asse$S environmental impacts of implementing a Commenr noted. See response ID l 
proposal to remove stumps at Prickett We suggest the environmental 
effects analysis provided in this document is not sufficient for NEPA. The 
analysis would need to be more comprehensive looking at all proposed 
non-project uses of project lands and the direct, indirect, and cumulative 
impacts of these actions on all affected resources. 
The month of July would be considered part of the fish spawning or bird Comment no1ed. 
nesting/brood reanng sea,;ons for several fish or bird species that utiliie 
the ,;nag, und submerged wood. August and early September "'ould be 
conside1ed staQing and migration ""riod for many bird species. 
Two possible ways 1hat downstieam siurgeon could be impacted by We disagree with the characterization that the text in rtie draft Prickett report stating "it is 
movemenrof sediment a1e dii>\:u»ed. A conclusion is reached that little or possible that high flows exiting the impoundment, combined with the spring flows, would 
no effect to sturgeon would result if high water flows move se<liment eany sedimen1s downstream of spawning beds. This could result in relatively little effect to 
downstream of spawning beds. A more thorough analysis is necessary to lake sturgeon spawning habitat," is a conclusion. Rather, it is a qualimtive siatement 
detem1ine the potential impacts of stump removal on down,tream dese1ibing tha1 this is a possiblli1y given certain ,easonal conditions. 
stumeon. Please provide documenrntion or data to verifv the conclusion. 
Several other fish species likely spawn in the Sturgeon Rive1 downstream The report has been revised ro address this comment. 
(lflhe P1ieken has in. An a11alysis of impacts of downstream sediment 
movemenr resul1ing fiom .srump removal should add re» these species as 
well. 
The eonel11sion reached m this section .. "Removal of the trees outside the We dis;igree that the text is mi>leading. 
nes11ng and rearing se~.son likely would not res111i in direct impacts to 
iod1,·1duals of these three species:' is mislead mg. S11ags wtre heavily used 
by these species for nesting and other aetivi1ies and eontrihuted 
sign1fiea11rly to rliei1 local produetio11. Please clarify how removal of 
flooded snags outside of the nesti11g and rearing ieason will ,mt result in 
imnacts to kin<'birds, rrce swallows, and corumnn "rackles. 
On page 3-15 it states " ... it is also possible that the flooded snags provide The statement 011 siunting was derived from an undated DNR report, the only fisheries 
an excessive amonnt of cover and spawning habitat This could result in infonnation that had been provided ro UPPCO during the time that the draft report was being 
an overabundance of fish. leadmg to stnnted game fish populations. prepared. The DNR has sin,;e provided UPPCO wilh mo1e 1ecent fisheries data. The report 
Removal of some flooded snag> could help to allevrnte stunting p1oblems. has been revised to incorporate these data and all tex1 referring to stunting has been 
T11e sunement that the fi.shes ofP1iekett lmpoundmen1 are stunted is removed. 
inaccurate and the as..sumption that remnving woody struetu1e wnnld 
alleviate s1unting is also inaccurate. Michigan DNR fisheries survey data 
from 1954 1999 has dearly documented a quality sport fishery within 
the Prickett lmpoundment. Only one survey effort in 1962 found bluegills 
that were considered stunted. Fisheries surveys since that period have 
documented a healthy fishery composition with many predators (northern 
pike, walleye, and largemoulh bass) and forage species (bluegill, yello"' 
perch, black crappie, white sucker, and golden shiners). Data from a May 
1999 survev documented a mean <'rowth index for wall eve to be +2.4 
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,neheo nhow S1ate m·cr~ge ··-·~-···- ·~·· 
The report's ,;peculation that removal of 

flooded snags eould alleviate >hinting 1,; unsubstantiated by fact. A 
li1ernture review ha,; fmled to find ><::ientifa stud,es that support removal of 
woody debris to enhance fish populaticms. We recommend this paragraph 
be removed from 1he fmal renort. 
In Mdd,t,on 10 prov,dmg cowr for bait flsh, flooded snags provide a The revised report includes a qualitative analysis of the p-0tential effect oft he removal of 
. substrate for aqua tie mvcrtcbratcs. Invertebrates arc a maJor ecosystem flooded snags on aquatic macro•invertebrates . 
component and source of food for fish and other animals. Because of the 
large amount of flooded wood in Pnckett basing, the contribution of this 
wood to the total available habitat for mvertebrates is significant. The 
potential effect ofremovmg th,s wood on the aq\iat1e ecosystem is not 
adecuatdv analvzed in thisdornment 
Please de line "dri•h" The tenn dn•ki has been removed from the report. This materrnl is now referred to as coar,e 

woG<lv debris. 
We suggest re•wording 1he eoneludin~ statement 10: "Rem<>val of lloodcd Comment noted. 
snags ,.c,uld elimmatc a s,gnifieant source offah habitat from the 
rnmoundme11t."' 
Common Loo11s Vi<:toria Bond Au Train Prickett 
We ~gree 1hat "human disturbance 1s well known to affect loon nesting an<l For the purpooe Dfthis assessment, a more comprehensive set of known parameters 
prnd,Ktl\·ity" (p. 4 2). wh,ch ,s why the age11c,cs meluded "&horehne areas necessary for loon nesting were eons1dercd. These parameters (which are detailed in the 
w,th mmimal ro;id access" w,thm our definition of potential loon nes1ing reports) are based on published data, recently and thoroughly oummarized by David Evers of 
lrnb,tm. Despite this, there wns no attempt made durmg this rnidy to nrnp flioDiversity Reoearch Institute in his Status Assess,nent and Conservation Plan for the 
and desmbe shorelmc are~s with lim,ted road access. which wo11ld ha,·e Common Loon (Ga,,;o immer) in North America, as prepared for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
ps,l,,ded ;idd,t,onal ,-.1luabk ,nformat1on w,th which 10 as~ess loon habital Service in 2004 (Evers, 2004). 
smtab1l1ty. 

It is mteresting to note that the single active loon nest that was identified during the~e 
assessments (and was successful in hatching one ehiek} was l<xated in close proximlly to a 
pubhc boat launch. and a shoreline area near road aeeess. 

The short time frame oft he survey, ( I /2 day in sOme ins1anees) ,., As identified in the ageney•reviewcd scope of work, the objeeti,·e of this assessment study 
inadequate io evalua1e loon use oft he flowages. was to evaluate and map potemial nesting habitat, not to evaluate loon use. 

(Au Train) In general we would l,ke to point out the high amount ofloon Loons were observed by F.lPRO consultants on A\I Trnin on ~everal ocea.,iono during the 
ae1ivi1y on the basin. We recommend that UPPCO pursue an amendment summer of 2006. UPPCO is unaware of any evidence which supports the need to amend the 
to 11,e Au Train Ff.RC license for the protection and enhancement oft he Au Train lieen$e for the protection and enhancement of common loon pop11lations. 

.. common loo~p~i[)n .. ~~~-···· .... 
In addit10n to pos.~ible neating platforms, poten11al nesting sites should al;o As identified in the ageney•rev1ewed scope of work, the objective of1he assessments was to 
be mcluded m the Ii.It of study objeet1,·es. evaluate and map potential nesting habitat, not to identify nesti11g platfonn». 

Accord mg to the Scope of Serv1,xs, aerial reconnaissance w110 10 oecu, in Aerial Dbse"'ations oflo,rns on the reservoirs simply serve t[) augment Dur oboervat,ons of 
May. Please explnin how only conductmg a boat swn·ey in mid•.lune may whether loon., were present on each lake. Note that the overall purpDse of this study was to 
have ,mpacted the results. ,dent,fy areas of suitable loon nestmg habitat, not IDDn use and abundance. Observed loon 

presence was merely used as a tool !O help identify 1hose areas tba1 not only contain suitable 
habitat, but m~y potentially be occupied by loons as well. 

S:,:tl~in hDw eon~.C.!E.\i!).&..l.2:0..!!...'i!.!E.;'. .. e;;·s m ,rnd-June could ha,-e ,mnacted tl1e As identified in the a<>eocy•rev1ewed ,cope <>f:;:mk, the ob,ec1ive of the as~es.,;ment~ was I<> 
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1esi1lts. The op11mal Hme for loon survey is 1he last m·o weeks of May and e\"aluate and map potential ne,;1ing habitat, not to conduct surveys for loons. Given 1his, the 
early June. results we1e not impacted by the timing of the habitat surveys (June 12, 13 and 14). 

(Bond Falls) The mouth of lntc1ior Cleek (p. 4-4) should be the momh of The river has beci, re"labeled the Middle Branch of the 011/onagon River. 
the M. Branch Ontona,.,.on River. 
(Bond Falls) 1t is possible that other adult loons observed during the study As identified m the agency-reviewed scope of work, the objective of the assessments was to 
had at1emp1ed to nest before the surveyors we1e the1e. and failed fo1 one or map and evaluate potential nesting habitat, not to analyze impacts on loons. Ul'PCO 
more (unknown) reasons. Also, the FERC license includes conditions believes that Article 414 oft he current FERC license for Bond Falls is adequate to enhance 
which should enhance potential fo1 loon nesting over time; this would need loon nes1ing potential. 
to be considered in any environmental assessment that analyzes 1he 
pNentlal impact of non-project use of project lands and wate1s on loons. 
Th,s is suppo1 tcd by the statement on 4, 5: "lf {loons) arc resident, and are 
usmg specific tcrrito11es, then protection of1hose areas may eneou1age 
t~eir success". 
A discussion of water le\"els mamtained by UPPCO during the time of As identified in the agency-reviewed scope of work, the objective of the assessment~ was to 
loon nes1ing would be beneficial in detem1ining potential success. evaluate potential nesting habitat, not to detennine potential loon nesting success. 

(Bou cl Falls) The s1memen1 " .... it was detennined that there are no limiting UPPCO disagrees. The very fact that a pair of loons was documented to be actively nesting 
factors which affcc1 loons' use of the impoundmen1 for nesting" is not on the reservoir indicates that all the paramete1s are acceptable (al least in one location) for 
supportable, considering 1he very limited scope and duration of 1he study. loons to select this waler body for nes1ing purposes. The parameters listed by 1he 
A wide variety of fae1on; such as reservoir water level fluctuation, human commenting agency may affect nesting density and/or success, however this was not the 
dis1urbanee, forage quality and quantity, etc., could have eas,ly come into listed objective in the agency•reviewed scope of work. 
play as factors limiting loons' use of the impoundment, but these would 
have nol been detected on a .-i,;,t to the flowa,re of one dav. 

1-- ·-·-.... ------.. ·--·-· (V,ctoria, Bond Falls. Au T1ain. Prickett,) The assumption that loons The reports have been revised to remove this discussion. 
cannot be assumed to breed or will do so in 1he future hecause only 50% of 
the highly suitable breeding lakes a1e e11rrc111ly being used in the northern 
two-thirds oft he Slate 1s /lawed fo1 two reasons: 1) The assumption could 
JUSI as easily be made tha1 loon~ can be assumed to nest at these flowages 
now or in the future; and 2) The use of the reference is misleading since 
the tenn "northern r,,,o.thirds of the State" refer.~ to the northern Lower 
Peninsula and not the Upper Peninsula. The actual point of the reference 
is that too few loons exis1 in the NLP to utilize all available habitats. We 
su~~est that this entire discrn.sion be removed flom the documents. 

(Prieket1, Vic1oria) A Secehi Disk measurement of 1,85 m (6.07 ft) is The agencies mischaraeterize statements in the report. The socehi disk measurement of 
noted as no1 being op1imal for loons and approaches the point at which 1.85m applies to Prickett only. The report states 1hat "this approaches the point at which 
foraging is hindered. Please provide lite1ature supporting this statement, foraging is hindered", This statement is based 011 Barr (1996), which is cited among the 
USFS experience on 1he Oitawa National Fores1 is that water clarity in this infonnation provided in tl1e water quality paragraph of the introd11ction (page 4· 1). 
1egion is ra1ely a limi1ing fae1or for loon foraging, if1he lake has an Specifically, 1he citation reads: "Ban- (1996) documented that secehi disk readings of 1.5m 
adeq1,ate forage base. or less alter loon foraging behavior" 

UPPCO was/is unaware of published information on the USFS experience. 

The reports have been revised to md1cate that existing data suggests that these relationships 
should he considered when assess in~ the ove1all habitat 11alitv on a <>wen lake. 

(Victoria) 11 is sneculati"e IO conclude that water b·el rhaniws in the The reoort has been revised to the address the comment. 
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llowagc aie "somewhat moot" 111 1hcir cffecis on loons. A 1horough, 
comr 1chc11s1vc swdv would be needed to su ort such a conclusion. 
Conclusions reached after short dura1km field observat,ons, such as \twas not the chaq;:e of this study I<> estimate loon use 111 possible use ofa basin. The 
111rb1di1y being a limning fac111r for loon foraging, waler level fluctuations reports did 1101 at tempi to make such conclusions. The only conclusions the reports make IS 
not imp~ctmg loon nc,1mg, or even the presence or absence of breeding whether or not territorial loons (or loons in gene1al) were obsc1vcd on the impoundments at 
pair~ d111ing the cnt11c breeding season, arc speculative. Concluding the time of this study and if there is snitable nesting habitat. The rqwrts stress on many 
statements in the study should idcn1ify 1he relative un~c1tainty of1he data occasions that more tho1ough mvcs1igatkms are necessary to truly understand loon use of the 
and that more tho1ougl1 mvestiga1ions arc necc,.sary to fully understand impoundments. This idea IS spelled out in the conclusion; for Bond Falls and Au Train, 
loon use 01 possible u~e of a basm. where loons we1e frequently observed in summer 20M. 

Include info1mation on p1ior loon nes1ing f1om the Michigan Natural The Michigan Loon P1ese1va110n Association Web site was searched as pan of preparati,m 
Featur~.s lnvento1y and the M1ch1pn Loon P1cscrvatkm Association. to perform th,s study. No useful data regarding pGpulation estimates or nesting information 

m the areas of the impGundmcnts considered in 1his study were located. Likewise, the 
Michigan Natural Fcattircs Inventory (which i, non•publishcd and therefore non-public) was 
not located or able to be accessed on line. If mforrnation rcga1d111g prioi loon nesting were 
made available flom ci1hc1 of these sources, ,t would be conside1cd for inclusion in this 
assessment. 

{Bond Falls, Au Trnin) We agree with the conclu,ions of the assessment Comment noted. 
to contmue obscrvatwns and study of the common loons al Bond Fallo and 
Au Tia111 basin.I. These studies will allow for p1otec1ion of preferred 
liab,tat, identillcat1011 of any limitmg fac101s, and fo1m 1he basis for 
recommending any c11lrnnceme11t measures necessary to insure future 
ne.1tm<> success. 
Aesthetic Resources ' 
Although the surveyors did talk wi'tfl some land managc1s m the area We acknowledge that the draft report contained little information pertaining to interviews of 
regarding which attnbutes a1c cons1de1cd to be visually special, it does nol typical users of the flowages and adjacent project lands. The revised repo1t will include the 
appear that any such 111tcrv1ews were conducted with typical use1s of these results of (I) intervicm of focus g1oup members who u_se the reservoirs; (2) in-the-field 
llowages and adjacent pwjcct lands (boate1s, fishe1men, h1ke1s, snrvey.s of parties who were 1ccreating on the reservoirs during the Labor Day weekend; and 
birdwatchers, picnickers, hunters, etc.). This would be valuable (3) UPPCO personnel familiar with winter use on the impoundments. 
information to include {see below). These interviews should include 
questions related to the current status of the project as well as the p1oposcd 
dcvclonment. 
Under the llrst b11llct in Task I, please deS1:1ibe what "other relevant The following studies were cons11ltcd and will be cited in tl1c final report: 
pl3ces" were rev,cwcd ior mfonnat1on on scenic lake assessments, Hiawatha Natwnal Fo1est: Assessmen1 RepGrt for Tran-sition to Scenery Management 

System, 2003 
Huron-Manistee National Forests: Scenic Variety Indicators (coultcsy Thomas Koh 

Associates) 
Maine Land Use Regulation Commission: Scenic Lakes A;sessment in Maine's 

Unorganized Towns, 1997 
Maine State Planning Office: A Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Moosehead Lake 

Region (visual analysis section by H. Dominie) 
Millwa1d, H. and D. Allen ( 1989) "The scenic resources of Nova Scotia: A macro-scale 

landscape assessment." As 1eported in: Natural History of Nova Scotia, Vol lime I· 
Topics, Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History. 

National Paik Se1vice: North Countrv National Scenic Trail Draft NE Minnesota RoUle ·------~~~ ---.-~-~-
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Assessment and Environmental Assessment 
Tahoe Regional Planning Ageney, Draft Proposed Seenie Review System for Shorezone, 
2003 

The sen ring criteria for RdMive Relief arc not meaningful for this area, The rating system is based upon the regional eontext within which the reservoir> are loeated, 
nwing to the relatively low relief oft he lake& being st11d1ed. We the Upp;lr Peninsula. The presenee of Relief is important in the visual appeal of Vietnria, 
recommend ehangmg the sea le to more appropriately re fleet the areas Au Train, and Priekett and so will remain a faetor, but be given le~& weight than Natural 
being assessed. Also, this faetor &hould Im given le&s weight m the scoring Charaeter 
table. 

In general, the scoring system used to develop total aesthetie quality seores We agree that Natural Character is the most valued visual charaeteristic of the 
for 1he different sub-units is flawed. By breaking most criteria down into impoundments. Interviews with users of the impoundment& eonfmned what the 
various sub-eomp-0nents, and rating eaeh of them separately, mueh more profes&ional& had said and the evaluation system will be refined. This faetor will be given 
we,ght is given to some sub-eomponen1s than they warranr, especially with highest we,gh1 in the final scoring system. However, because existing development is not a 
regard to lakes in this region of the eountry. For example, physiea! major factor on these lakes, the seoring results for s11bunits may not ehange approeiably in 
foatures are broken down into six s11b•eomponents, eaeh ofwhieh is rated relative 1erms. Aeeording to people using some of the reservoirs (e.g. Au Tram), Relief is an 
with a seore of from 0• 15. Relief, Vegeu111on Diversity, and Speeial important eonsideraiion and, because of this, will not be given the least weight. 
Fe.1ture& :ire also eaeh broken down m10 1hree sub•eomponents, and each 
given a score. By eontra.st, Degree ofNaruralism, whieh was the lake 
eharacterist1c mos1 vah1ed by every manager interviewed (p. 5-4), is 
weighted the same as any of1he 15 sub-eomponents above, giving it very 
llltle 1mpormnee overall. Therefore, the total aesthetic quality seores for 
each sub.unit in Table 5-2 are very misleading, since they give mueh more 
emphasis to physieal features, relief and other qualities than they do to 
Degree of Naturalism. We believe that the seoring system should be 
revamped to give the appropriate weighting 10 lake attributes that are the 
most or leasl important m this region (for example: Degree of Naturalism 
may be most important, and Relief may be lea.st important). Interviews 
with actual users of1he flowages (in addition to the managers already 
interviewed) should be done fin;! to help gather information upon which to 
base this revised we,gbtin~ of the criteria, 
The scoring cnteria for Natural Character does not inelude 0, altl1ough this The report has been revised to correct this error. 
number was u~ed in Table 5-2. 
Please explain how 1he individual resource management professional,; Several oft he professionals were identified by agency receptionists as the "most likely 10 
were selected to provide input on valued qualities when eon~idering inland know about the lake~ within the ageney's jurisdietioa and why they are valued." One was 
lakes. eonsulted because she is familiar with USFS seenery managemeat system application in 

M1ehigan (Leeann Loupe); another beeause he is the ranger resp-0nsible for Silver Mountain, 
one of the visible and noteworthv features which make Priekett Lake sneeial. 

(Prickett) An a11r1b11te Iha! may deserve grea1er weighting at Pricketl are Agreed. The report has been revised aceordingly. 
1he floo<led snag,s (whid, are a sub-component within the Speeial Features 
ca1egory). This would be supp()rted by a siatement on p. 5.7 that "flooded 
snags and submerged slumps .... are one of the defming eharacteristics" of 
Pricke11 ,moou~dmenl 
Please el:mfy where Lake Gogeb1e, Mmin1ain Lake, and Lake ()fthe The rep()rl has been revised to inelude this elarifieation. 
Clouds are locared. 
Please elarifv what is meant bv "draw-down re~imen." The report has been revised tn inelude this elarification, 
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(Au Train) The last sentence of 11,e second paragraph (11nder 5.2) >hould The report has been revi,ed to include thi> correction. 
be corrected to read ",s managed by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Re,nurces as a wildlife refiioe." 
Tl11s section ,s m,ssmg rn forma1ion on the types and numbers of public The reports have been revised to reflect the results of interviews with uoers of the reservoirs 
users at the basms; rnther, it only includes the types of recreational use (e.g. activit,es engaged in/frequency of use/parts of reservoirs 1hey value). Where 
available. Acc<lrding 10 the Scope of Services, the ,'lSsessment should information is available, user numbers {i.e. campers) will be estimated. 
mdude mfornrntion <:,n \\•lw uses 1he ~roiect and wh" the" value it. 
(Bond Falls) Pka~u'nclude a c,tauon for the following portion of the last The draft report mduded a citation (personnel communication, Tom Strietzel, USfS. The 

semenec wli,eh refers to the wa1erfall(s): »mos1 wl,o come to see them report has since been updated with a new source (i.e., campground office st aft). 
don't srny for other activ,1ie,." 

~()!~.:d.all.s) Cb, J:: 1he mean;;,;;-of"!h~ other side" under 4.3. l The renort has been revised to clarif" this issue. 
Th,s ,ect,on ahould include actual expectations or indi,·1duals who use the ' The reports have been revised 10 include the resul1s of recent imerviews. 
prnJCCt, rather 1han expeeta1ion:; of general recreation1sts. We :;uggest that 
thi, mforn:iation then be used to 1dentif)' the objectives to be attained for 
the ucsthenc resomecs or the ro eet lands surrou11din~ each flo,,,.a-e. 

)PT'1cke1t) Please correct the mfonnation 10 indicate 1hat 15 earltrn1ler units See response ID 12. 
are orovided at tl1e -ubhe acce.s, site. 

. Include 1he highest possible score m the di,cus.:,ion. The re-~n h,'lS been revised aceordin~i" 
Map :,. ] i, very hard m unders1and. We recommend removing the colors The report maps have been revioed. 
as they appear to be a reference !O individual scores in each sub-unit. 
These scores are nre.,cnted in table 5-2. 
Since il primary use of these impoundments ii by boaters and fishermen, We disagree with the >tatement tbat the section on public viewpoints provides little value. 
and since "all parts of the lake are vi~ually sensi1ive to people who are Campers, picnickers, and people who bank fish from public access points are sensitive to 
boatmg, informally eampmg, or using shoreland areas" {p. 5-18), this changes in the areas depicted on these map,;. The information is bighly important, even ifit 
section on public viewpoints provides little value to the aesthetics is incomplete at present, because such assessment was outside <;>fthe scope of this study. 
as,e,;.1111ent. Senrnive areas will be addressed during the development of1he Shoreline Management 

Plans. 
Table 1 List of 01ganiw1wns and tlie,r mvolvement w,th Upper Peninsula C<;>mment noted. 
Power Co111pa11y own~d Bond Falls, Victoria, Prickett, Au Train, Boney 
fall,, and Catarael baoins. These basins are regulated under federal 
_EncszlJ(c 0 ulaton, Commission license~. 
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Commenti11 Entitv --·· 
reek Public August 7" Trout C 

Meeting 
Augusl 29, 2 006 

Comment 
Onse again UPPCO sho,vs total disregard for the p,eople of the U.P. 
Your objective III the aes1hetic value of the nnpoundment was "why 
1hese areas have high aes1hetic values and who values them and why," 
yet the only people you ask about this was a couple of park rangers and 
two campers. Your total failure to contact any local people on this 
subject confinns my thoughls on your extreme greed. If I were you I'd 
leave the U.P. out of your name. Maybe Wis. Power Company would 
be better." Brn('e Crossin~, Ml 
The land (Bond) has been with us for 50+ years. The people that 
dwose to recrea1e also t1nderstand this. Those 1hat purcha~ed property 
on Bond should have known this. Good Job Envirn S1udies. Project 
sl1ould nrnceed! · Trow Creek, Ml 
Ac.sthe1ics -- Most importanl ,tern 1s the protection of1he wild 
appearance of the shoreline and piers w,ll de1ract from that wild 
appearance. S1udy should mdude aesthetic relmcd to water quality. 
Clean waler exists 1oday but proposed use l,kely will reduce water 
<1ualitv. - Wate(smeet, Ml 
ll is not appropria1e to use acres per boat because much of1he reservoir 
surface has submerged slumps which makes many acres unsuited to 
boais "remove stumpage acres from calcula1ions. Wildlife studies 
need to account for future changes in the old growth buffer and project 
lands - will _be different I 00 "ears from now. Watersmeet, Ml 

·-·-·- UPPCOIEPRO Res,.,onse 
We acknowledge that the draft reports contained little infonnation pertaining to interviews of 
typical users of the flowages and adjacent projccl lands, The reporls have been revised to 
include the results of(I) comments from focus group members who use the reservoirs; (2) in• 
the,field surveys of parties who were recreating on the reservoirs during the Labor Day 
weekend; and (3) UPPCO personnel familiar with winter use on the impoundments. 

Comment noted. 

The rep,;,rts have been revised to give Natural Character the big best weight. Existing water 
quahty was considered in the reports in accordance with the approved scopes of work. n,e 
assessments did not, however, consider the impacts on water qualny from potential future 
development as it was outside of the project scope. See response ID I. 

The Boating Carrying Capacity analysis was meant to provide perspective regarding potential 
boating use on the reservoirs and to provide a possible tool for further assessment oftbis issue. 
Results vary greatly based on the assumptions made, for example, if one assumes only fishing-
related, or canoe/kayak boating activity then the entire ri;:servoir, stumps included, would be 
suitable for U5e. 
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• 
Commentin~ Entity -, ~~-·-·· 

C11mme11t UPPCOIEPRO Resrn:,nse Resnonsc ID 
i I would like to rnn1111cnt on the -t.ippe1 Pe111nsula Po"cr Company/ WPS Comment noted. 137 

Steve Garskt Resources environmental a.sse.,.,inent reports for the above 6 flowages, all of 
August 28, 2006 which are opern1ed by UPPCO and regulmed bJ fERC. As most ()f my 

exper,ence has to d<> w,tl1 flomt,c surveys (mcluding iare plant su1veys), I will 
p,;,n,,n]y comment on the "Wildl,fe and Aquatit Habitat" section (Section 3) of 
eath renort. 
Unfoltunatcly I must say that l lrnve read a signiflca11t numbc1 of environmental The irncn1 of1he assessments, m; scoped w,th the resource agencies, was to conduct a 138 
asse~sments by both public agencies and private consultants ove1 the years, and resource/habitat baseline inventory of FERC project lands and waters (particularly 
tliat these cook.e•Cllttc1 1eport., for Ul'l'CO arc probably the most s11pcrfkial lmo1al ,.ones). This effort was not intended, nor was it designed to be, "" a11d poo1ly done of all of them. Indeed they use a significant portion oftlie1r cnv1ronmcn1a] llSScssmcnt or impacl analysis. See response ID I. 
mtager "results" secunn., tn report the pre,encc of sand, rotk outcrops, cou1se 
woody deb11s (old logs) and othe1 featu1es ci1M all flow ages wnuld be ex peeled 
to liave. Tiley make arb,tra1y statements and d1aw baseless conch1sions with 
littk or 110 data to back tl1em up. And perhaps most 1mpo1ta11tly, they don't 
adequately add1css tl1e potenual ,mpacts tliat the planned massive 1c;,1dc11tial 
developments" ,II have nn the natu1al, rcc1eat1onal, and aesthetic qualities nf 
the,c flowa<'CS. 
Tl1c assessment reports all state that "etland types wc1c classified m This source has been added to the references section of the revised repor1s. 1)9 
accordance w,tl1 "Cowardin ct al. (1979)". This source is not included in the 
1efc1e11ccs for any orthc rcpom, l1owever. Thus It becomes difficult for 
1111ercs1cd readers w11hou1 access to a univc1sity library 10 1rack down this 
sou1ce, or 10 asccnain whether 1he me11iodology is appropria1e for classit}'ing 
1hc wc1lands found around these flowa,,.es. -·-·--·-· The reports all purpon 10 have included adcqua1e survcJs for rare plants and None oft he reports "purpo1f' to have included surveys fo1 rare planls. llowever, 140 
animals 011 1hese flowage.,. The most widely accepted me1hod for as,essing the surveys to determine the presence of raie animals, particularly many of interest to the 
floiistic 911ality of a 1i1e is 10 conduc1 surveys 3 lime., during the growing res()urce agencies, were conducted. 
season in early sprmg (typically May) to find spring ephemerals and early· 
flowering plants, in nudsummer (JulJ) for cenain sedges and other plant> Mr. Gaiskc 1s correct in indicating thal mul1iplc growing season surveys are p1eferable 
flowenng at tha1 lime, and in la1e summer (late August-September) to find late- wl1en searching for ra1c, threatened, and cndaugcrcd (RTE,) plants. It is for that very 
flowermg plams including many aster family species. When time or resources reason that conducting RTE plant surveys was no1 a plimary focus of the assessment. 
are limned. organizatio11s some1imes cut comers by having an early survey As aucl1, we did not conduct su1vcys specifically fo1 RTE plants because we fell the 
(May or June) aud a la1e su1\'ey (Augusl•Sep1ember). Unfonunately UPPCO\ re,;ults would be less than desiiable. Rather, ou1 goal was 10 docume11t the presence of 
c011sultants have taken 1his conKIS·CUtting proccs~ 10 a new low, by su1veying rare plants if they were encountered during other su1veys. 
tacli ~rea 011ly 011cc · from .lune ]S. ]C/ fo1 8011d Falis (p. 3·21, June 22·23 fo1 
V,c(orrn Flow age. 6 days between May 26 and Jtinc 22 fo1 Prickct1, etc. These Mr. (}arske in incorrecl in stating that the timmg of the surveys was "too caily to be 
visits were too e,s1 ly in tl1~ scaso11 to 1cl1abl y de1cc1 iare aquatic plants S\lch as effective in finding major invasive .,uch as Eurasian water mil foil and purple 
Va~ey'a po11dwccd {Potamogcton vascy1) a11d Farwcll's wate1 mil foil loosest1ife" Mo,t of the submerged aquatic vegetation was well developed at the 
(Myr,opl1yllum fa1well11), botl1 listed as Michigan "th1eatcned"). Tl1ey a1c also time ofi11c survey~, and field crews were able to reliably identify the presence of 
too early to be effective in finding lllaJ0r mvasivcs such as Eurasia11 "ater Eu1asian waler milfoi1 in the wate1, of the Prickett impoundment. Also, some 
iu 1lfo1] (Myriophyllum spirntwn) and pm pie looses1rifo (Ly1hr11m salicalia), all i11va,ive plan1s, such a., purple loosestrife, have distinct features (e.g., leaves and the 
of wh1cli generally much easie1 to find later m the yea 1. Fmthermo1e, the plant previous years plan1 stalks) that are easily vis,ble, making the plants easily identifiable 

I 111vemo1y li~t~ (for example, "Vall1snena, Po1amogeton, Polygonum, Naps, by experienced biologists. furthermore, monitoring of loosestnfo and Euiasian 
, Ceratoph ·llum, U1rirnl~ria, Elodea, and 11a11ve M\'I io~h~llum" for Bond Falls, milfoil i, an UPPCO license r=uirement and is bein« undertaken. 
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p . .1-3) could apply to nearly every lake over I acre in size in the UP. Similarly 
the Prickett report (p 3-4) fats "Po1amogeton, Elodea, native Myriophyllum, 
Vallisneria, and Polygonum", the Victoria report (p 3·3) list ("Potamogeton, 
Elodea, native Myriophyllum, ~nd Polygonum.") and so on. [Apparently the 
eonsu\lnnts were not interested in emergent or shoreline vegetation at all, such 
as tha1 appearing in ~bundanee in their photo of"SA V" (submergcnt aquane 
vege1a1ion) on page 3.5 of their Bond falls report, page 3.4 of the Victoria 
report, etc.] These hsts are ridiculously inadequate for describing the aquatic 
nlan! communities of each of these flowa~es-... 
Se\'eral oft he report, have entire section, blacked out. Most environmental See re.1ponse ID 81. 
as~essmen1, ~I leasl lei 1he public know what rare species may have boon 
searched for and whether any were found, bbcking out only locationally• 
rela1ed information. But the UPl'CO reports black out essentially all the 
mforma1ion they might have on rare species in these flowages {but see 
discussion on the Merlin below), g1vi11g the pubhe no way to judge whether 
rare species were found and what impacts UPPCO's and Na1erra's development 
p_l~ .. !~v have on these~ 'ies. 
t>,;aierra's plans 10 place numerous homes around these flowages (474 houses Comment noted. 
around Bond falls Flowage alone, as! understand it) will likely lead to 
s1gnifiean1 eu1rophiea1ion of these reservoirs due to increased erosion from 
paths and shoreline u,e, as well as removal of natural vegetation, installation 
and fertilization of lawns within the watersheds, and leaking septic tanks within 
1heir respective wa1ersheds. This degradation of water quahty m tum can be 
expected to lead 10 a decrease in diversity of native plants and animals in the 
flowaoes. 
The repor1S'cla1m to assess 1he presence and impacts of"nuisance'' species, but A list of nuisance species of interest was provided by the resource agencies. As a 
never defmes what these species are. In foe! the ''nuisance species" found in result, field crews primarily focused on documenting those particular species. 
each flowage seems to be arbnrarily chosen. for example, on P 3· 12: of the However, knowing that reed canary grass is generally considered to be an invasive 
Bond falls report. they unilaterally declare reed canary grass {Phalaris species, field crews made sure to document its presence in the assessment areas. 
arwndinaeea) a non-invasive species: ''Although not considered a nuisance plant Based on the text m the draft reports, it 1s unclear how Mr. Garske came to the 
specie, for purposes of1hi, study, reed canary grass was widespread and conclusion that the report authors "unilaterally declare reed canary grass a non• 
common aloug 1he shorelines and within most of the wetlands of the Bond Falls invasive species". 
,mpoundmen!." This highly aggressive invader of natural wetlands and other 
Uabitat> i, not native to the Grear lake~ region, and is considered a major 
mvas,ve bv everv srnte and federnl n2encv in 1he re~ion. 
'fhe use of a helicopter 10 eon duet aenal surveys for nesting and non•nesting The use of helicopters and small planes by resource agencies for conducting aerial 
bald eagles, ospreys, and greal blue herons and the presence of potential nesting surveys for bald eagles is a common and accepted method. General field survey 
.,ites seems hke a questionable pme1iee to me. While this method may have methods for conducting these flights to document the presence of nesting and non-
certam advantages in terms of expediency, it ha, 1he potential to be highly nesting bald eagles, ospreys, and great blue herons were submitted to the resource 
disruptiv<C to these birds precisely during the t,me that they are nesting, when agencies for review. At no time did they object to this widely accepted survey 
th,y are most sen:;iuve to disturbance. The publ,e is frequently reminded (and method. 
ngh1ly ,o) by the Michigan DNR and others of the nsks involved in dlS!urbing 
the~e birds at 1heirne,;t,, yet the consultants had no qimlms abou1 flymg over We disagree wllh 1he need to revi:;e 1he reports to provide "quanll\a!lve information 
1heir nesis and perching and foraging sites with helicopters at this !line. Beyond about the importance of habitats around these flowages" 10 birds. Rather, the reports 
a lis1 of bird species 1hat happened to be encountered during their brief surveys will remain qualitative in describing that, if habitats associated wi1h the 
(wh ,ch, bv the wav, included nothmg on use of these area, bv mi ra1in° hirdsl im=undmenis exhibit cenain characterisiies, the,e areas mav be suitable for certain 
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and some simple and obv,ous textbook stutemen1,; about the favored habitats of species' 11 fo stages ( e.g., fornging and staging for migra1ory species). 
a few of them, lmle u;eful quant,rnt,ve mformation about the ,mportance of 
habillHS ,nound these flowages to these b,rds ,s gl\en. 
In the Bond Falls repor1 (page 3-1 ll. the eonsulrnms mention the presence of We are aware that Me rims are a sta1e-lis1cd threatened species m Michigan. However, 
Merlins (Falco col\11nba11us) near the flowage. They even give the of nowhere m the reports did we provide specific infonnation on the location., of nests, 
these ~ightings, on map p.J.5. The same is true for the Victoria report, where a young, etc. The reports simply state rl1at Merlins were observed in flight and do not 
Mer ]in "acting aggres.,i\'e]y" ( an mdicat,on that the consu It.ant; were near its disclose any mformation on 1mmob1le or vulnerable life stages. 
neM) is mentioned on page 3·8, with the loeatwn plotted on map p.3.4_ A 
;:milar encounter w1tl1 an aggressive Merlm is mentioned m the Cataract report 
(page 3·6 and map,\ P-3-3 and P•J-4). Desp,te the consultant's purported 
concern ab-Out endangered specie, ,m these flowages, they seem unaware that 
the Merlm ,s i,s1ed us "threatened" in Micl1i an IMNFI 1999\ 
Tile poor quahty of these assessments must be obv,ou, 1,1 even the mo,t casual See response JD I. 
reader. The Bond Falls report even states that (p~ge 3·3) "Bond Falls 1s a 
relati\'e]y large 1111po1mdment with e.,tens1ve open•water areas and associated The report has been revised to correct the erroneous reference. 
wmd fetches. As a result, the majorny of ncarshoro aquatic habitat at Au Train 
generally consisted of coarse sands. Sandy areas were ubiquitous throughout 
tbc impoundment." And on page 3- 7 of the same report. "No sandhill crane.\ or 
su,table sandhill crane nesting habitat areas were observed at Bond falls. ln the 
Upper Pemn~ula, sandhill Cranes nest most commonly in sphagnum hogs 
(Tac ha et al., 1992), a hah,tat that is not present at Au Train Basin." This ~or! of 
carelessness indicate.\ that the consultants did not try Io thoroughly descrihe the 
umquc features and environmental characteristics of each flow age, but simply 
used a boilerplate, fill- in-the- blank fom1, not even bothering al times![) change 
the name of the flowa~e suneoscdlr heing assessed. 
Whether 1he con,11lta11ts domg these "assessments" were 1mfom1liar w!!h the See response ID 2. 
geography and natmal habitats oftl1e area, were not given enough !line to do 
1he needed surveys, or were simply meompetem (or some eombinmion of all 
three), 1hese reports arc wholly madeq@te for assessing tl1e impacts of the 
l~rge•~rnle rc.side111ial developments planned for these flowages. They are an 
ms ult to local re.1ide11ts and others who care ab-011! these are~s and should be 
thrown out, a11d full Environmental Impact Statements done for each of these 
areas bv a nu,1 l1ficd ~nd I mnartial organization. 
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Comment UPPCO/EPRO Resnonse Commentin<> Jntitv 
From the ob,·ious omissions and clerical errors, it seems clear the reports were Tile report has been e-0rrected. 

:-.-uncy Warren rnmpleted in h;,_~tc. for e.\ample, 1he Middle Branch of the Ontonagon River, a 
,\ogos1 27, 2006 premier trout stream and parl of1hc Federally designated Wild and Scenic River 

Svstem was rclCrrcd to as "Interior Creek" 
A waterfall, fX'pular for ,ts recreational and acsrhe1ic value<,, was missed entirely by We agree that Little Falls v.as missed and is an importanr over,ight. 1t was 
1be E- PRO 1eam When questioned abDut the failure ro document the presence of not visible during the aesthetic site visit because of the high water level. lt 
>potted knapweed. honeysuckle and rusty crayfish, non.narivelinvasivc species has since been field•checked and the report has ken revised. 
known to exist at Bond Flo wage, the E· PRO representative state it was because the 
~.ies are loo common. 
According to the UPl'CO document datC 4118106 "Scop,! of Services", rhe Agencies We acknowledge that the draft report contained little information pertaining 
requesred that UPf'CO map and identify "aesthetic resources (areas to be considered to interviews of typkal users oft he flow ages and adjacent project lands. 
10 have high value):" and describe "why these areas have high aesthetic value and The report has been revised to include the results of( I) comments from 
who value, the aesthetic resources" This was a stated objective of the s.tudy. Yet, E- focus group members who use the reservoirs; (2) in•the.field surveys of 
PRO never ,;poke to one actual user: fisherman, hunter, camper, paddler, bird parties who were recreating on the reservoirs during rhe Labor Day 
watcher, picnicker, tourist, to ascertain first hand: "Who values these resources and weekend: and/or (3) UPPCO personnel familiar wirh winter use on the 
whv'>" im=undments. 
The assessments, completed in just a matter of days, captured only a snapshot We disagree, Assessmenls were conducted on 27 days over a five-month 
overview of some nfthe natural features and resources oft he project lands and warers period. 
ofthc imnoundments. 
UPPCO recently sent letters to Interior Township residents speculating about This comment is irrelevant to the resource assessments. 
increased tax revenues to the township and county if their proposed non-project uses 
of project lands are approved. This data was also distributed at the public meetings 
giving the impression these increased revenues would be net gains, without allowing 
public questions or discussion()[ increased cost of services. We believe this is 
maneronriare and an attem, t to mislead the nubile. 
UPPCO is attempting to sohdr local support for private docks, piers and trails oo the The assessments were not designed to analyze the impact ofnon•project 
project lands, without addressing rhe negative impacts of these uses oo the project uses on the c11rrent uses of project lands. See the approved scopes of work 
lands. Not only acstherics but fishing, waterfowl hunting, hiking, birdwatching. for the assessments. 
animal tracking, camping and other forms of recreation will be impacted by non• 

I pro'ect uses of~ro'ect lands. None of this was addressed bu these studies. 
We believe the a,;sessments for these impoundmenUS should include the See response ID I 
environmental impacts of the proposed action and alternatives. We urge FERC to 
foree Uf'PCO to follow the sccti,;>11 5.4 handbook process and initiate a new 
comprehensive environmental impact study- one that incorporates seasonal habits of 
birds and wildlife. recreational use,;, aesthetic values and the impacts of the proposed 
non•Proiec1 uscofthc ~ct lands. 
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·-" Com11ietttinu £nhf\' C,omme11t UPPCOiEPRO Re!>"Onsc 
I an, wri1ing as an altema1,ve committee member representing the Upper Peninsula As previously stated, these studie, were not intended or designed 10 be 

Doug!u R, Cornett Publ,e Aeees.1 Coal,t,on for 1he eastern UP group. I have reviewed the environmental environmental asses;ment,. The,e studies, which were scoped in 
Augu,t 28, 200ii siudies for all 6 flowages 11ndcr 1eview, I am pankularly concerned that only a few consultaiion with 1esource agencies, we1e resource/habitat bare line 

days nfflcld studies have been conducted fo1 ench area. As a biologist ! have inventories. See respoJ1Se to 1. 
reviewed many envinmmental as.,essmen1s and impact statements and believe the 
work done so fo1 by E-PRO 1s too limited in scope 10 prope1ly assess 1he 1esources 
that cm1ld be impacted by development oftl1e shoreline that Katerra plans for project 
lands and waters. 
By limiting the studies to project laud,, the likely effect.I, and cumulative effects, of See response ID I. 
development ofnnn-proJect lands 1s nol being taken mto consideration. Naterra is 
planning to, and per1rnps have even s1ar1ed loggmg and road-building. Considering 
1he foct tlmt building dozens of mile, of roads at each project, and loggmg most 
me1chantable limber (this ,s the modus oper<111di of Naterra of all 1heir other 
developments m 1he UP and 11orthem WiSl'onsi11) will affect project land; and the 
waters con tamed in the><' impoundments. These action can cause long- term 
deleteriom, effec1s for decades to come, affcclmP both nroject and non- eroject bnds. 
By trying 10 lin11t 1he .scope of comment., 10 just project lands is ludicrous eo11sidermg We acknowledge the author's comment, ho.vever, only the lands and waters 
all 1he It.Sources thut can potentially be impac1ed. Raptor:s that might be found in the wi1hin the project boundary a1e subject to the federal Ene1gy Regulatory 
projee1 a1ea, t-Spec1ally sen.sit1ve species l,ke the Nollhem Goshawk and Red- Commission's purview. 
shouldered Hawk, would likely lrnve nesting habitat outside the projee1 a1ea and move 
back and forth between pro_1ee1 and 11on-projec1 land. How can these resources be 
AS><',sstd g1orerlv withou1 looking at both land ca1ego11es'.' 
!"lie &.ssessmen1~. hastily comple1ed i11 just a ma11er of days, e:lptt1rcd <>nly a s11apshot Hdieop1er surveys were conduc1ed to de1ermine the present of 11estmg and 
O\'nview of .some of the natural foa1u1es and re.,nmees of the project lands and wa1e1s non- nes1ing bald eagles, ospreys, and great blue l1c1ons, not woodland 
of the impou11dme111s. Many species 1,q1me much more time JllSt to locate, As 1aptors. Nowhe1e in any ofthe repor1s do 1he autl101s state that helieopte1 
mentioned abo\'C. Northern Goshawk can require many hou1s 10 find, if proper surveys were eondu~1ed for woodldnd raptor.1. Rattier, woodland 1aptor 
1e.semch pro1oeul 10 obse1ved. E-PRO said they did their raptor surveys using a surveys were conducted using a modified ~e1sion of the U.S. Forest Se1v1ce 
helicopter. flow can meaningful da1a be ob tamed when such a dis1urbing method is protocol, which generally calls for playing recordings ofwoodla11d raptor 
employed? Rapt ors are espcrially sensitive 10 distu1banee. I am unaware of any c:alls in an attempt tn solicit responses from nes1ing iapto1s. 
good data bemg obtained 1hro11gh such an i111rusive method. With tha1 in mind, I 
request E-PRO provide peer-1eviewed re.search 1hat substantiaie,, 1his method of data 
colleeuon. 
Addmonally, E- PRO thoae 10 1edact entire sections oft he reports, ci1ing that 
"sensitive species'' infonnatio11 might be revealed to those seeking to collect or harm 
in 01hc1 ways rare, sensi1ive and endangered species. While I unde1stand that site-

See1esponse1D81 

specific infn1mation is not good to release, there still is the need to presen1 
mforma1ion 1ha1 can assure the public that sen,,i1ive species me being protecied. E-
PRO's trea1mcnt of this was completely unprofe,,sional and might lead the public to 
believe 1hat 1here 1, somethin~ 10 hide. 
UPPCO recen1ly 1eleased infornrn1ion sp<:e11lating mcrcased 1ax 1evenues to This comment is inele~ant to the resource assessments. 
1ownships if your propo.1ed non- project uses of projects lands a1e approved. This data 
w;,_, also d1st11buted at 1he public meeting.s giving the impression 1hese ine1eased 
rewnue~ would be nel gains. However, you foiled to allow any public questions or 
dise11Ss1ons of me,rcased cost of services. This is u11ethieal and inann1op11ate, 
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considering the studies you commissioned might influence the scale of development 
and result in a reduction m !he number of lots lhe developer can build on. This might 
also lead one to believe 1ha1 you are filling your studies inlo a pre-determined 
framework thal has no llexibilitv lO be altered. 
I believe you should be consultmg with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Comment noled. 
and work lo prepare a new comprehensive environmental impact sludy that will 
consider ALL resources. 
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Cnmmenthla Entitv Comment ' lJPPCO/EPRO Resnonse 
The envmmmenrnl assessment, regarding the Bond & Victoria Flowage sales leave Comment noted. See response JD I . 

D. Borcherding much to be desired. This is far too important & valuable a habitat & natural resource 
August 28, 2006 10 fail to do a complete & comprehens,ve impact study. The argument that there ~re 

no development plans at this time doesn't wcm too valid, considering that Naterra 
Lund Co. has un\'eiled plans to do just that, 424 lots at Bond Falls, with 35 
mdividual piers & 40 multi-slip piers. I live on one of the Madi,;on lakes, & l get a 
very sick feeling when I imagine that happening to a pristine, unspoiled flowage like 
the Bond. There should be NO piers, NO lights, & very little impact on this area. 
The people who purehare properly on these bodies of waler should understand what 
is at stake, & should be 1he tyire of people who will be happy 10 beach their small 
boats as the campers do. These waters are 1101 suitable for large, noisy, polluting 
'watercrnfl, & 1hat should no1 be pennit1ed nor expected. This area can b<: 
de\'eloped. yes, but it MUST be done responsibly & correctly with as little 
disturbance & human impact as possible. Thank you for your attention. D. 
Bo1ehe1dmo McFa1land, WI. 
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Commentin<> EnhtY ' Comment liPPCOiEi>RO Resnon,e 
l've been contmuing to track shorebird migration through Alger County and have found Comment noted. T11is information has been incorporated into the 

Scott liiekman Iha! Clc,eland Cliffs Basin continues to support far more shorebirds than any other site. revis<;<l Au Train rep{H·t-
,\ugust 28, 2/)06 The high coun1s of each specie, encountered las! week are listed below for your records, 

The visit on Augu.sl 22nd was made wilh Skye Hass. I'm afraid 11,at l didn't pay mud, 
attention to waterfowl. but include a couple of species which l did note. 

ll,gi, counts for lhe basin (Aug 20 27) indude, 
Wood Duck over 50 Augu~t 26 
Blue-winged Teal S1ayed at about the same as nn 22nd, 200? more? Well over ~00 
'"sandpiper,;" (plovers, tringines, & calidridincs) on the 20th Black- bellied Plover l Aug 
22 Sem1palm~1ed Plover over 60 Aug 20 Killdeer over 30 Aug 25 Spotted Sandpiper -
over 2 on 1he 20 Solitary Sandpiper over JO Aug 20, 22 Greater Yellowlegs 2 on Aug 
20 Les,er Yel]owlegs 26 Aug 27 Semipalmated Sandpiper over 60 Aug 20 Lea:st 
Sandpiper over I 00 Aug 20 Baird',; Sandpiper· 5 Aug 22 Pectoral Sandpiper over 76 
Aug 22, more. but not counted Aug 20 B11ff- breasted Sandpiper 2 Aug 22 (plus one 
~ame day Au Train) Wilson\ Snipe 6 A11g 27 Caspian Tern 8 Aug 22 Trumpeter 
Swan 3Aug22&27 
Other than that, I N. Harrier on Ille 27th as well as Peregrine Falcon 

I) on the 26tl1 ~11(1 271h. 
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···~" - """"-"' -----Commentin, f-'ntity Comment LPPCO/E:PRO Res"OUSC 
We app1eciate the opportuni1y 10 provide comments 011 the drnft Assessment of the Comment noted. 

Joseph Kaplan Recreation, W,ldlife, Loon, Aesthetic. Resou1ces for Victo1ia (fERC Project #1864), 
Common Coa.1t Research & C<1nserrntio11 Bond (FERC Pro_iec1 #1864), Au Tram (FERC Project #I 0856), and Prickett (FbRC 

August 28, 2006 Pro1ect 112402) lmpoundmen1s. Om 01ganization, Common Coast Research and 
Conoervat,0,1, ;, a non-prof,t dedica1ed 10 the study and protection of loons throughout 
M1d1igan 's Upper Peninsula. Om biolog1.1ts wo1k closely with public agencies, 
companies, and 1he private secior 10 merease understanding of this State-threatened 
,;pecie<.. Our experience wi1h loons spans over 15 years and inelrnks the moni101ing of 
color-marked mdividuals at 1hree pi mdpal sits in Michigan'$ Upper Peninsula: Seney 
National Wi]dl,fe Refuge. Ottawa National Forest, and Isle Royale National Paik. We 
offer our expertise and assi,tance to you as UPl'CO evaluate<. and implement measu1es 
to enhance loon usa~e of IIS u~~er Peninsula reservoirs. 
ln genewl. we agree w,th 1he li$I of loon nesting requirements p1ovi<ied m thedrafl Listing me1cury exposure as a possible limi1ing facto1 to potential loon 
a,;,;essments but recommend you add Mercury exposu1eas a potential limiting factor. nesting is unfounded based on any e\'idenee to dale. While data show that 
Elevated b·ch ofth,s h,ghly-1,,x,e heavy metal have been documented m loons from high levels of exposure affect behavior to some degree, there is nothing 
tl1e regrnn, and have heen shov.n 10 be s1gmficantly influenced by the type of substalltial to sllpport that me1cury contamination will p1eclude nesting 
l111ctuatmg water levels enmmon 10 nrnnaged impoundments. attempts. 

t"one promment asrcct of 1he asse1,5men1 wilh whiCh·~--do not agree 1s the emphas,s The assessments include infonnation that was p11blished in peer reviewe<l 
' rl,iced on t11rb,d,ty a, a factor for loon 11se on ICSC1\'0i1,; w!iere temtonal loons were and publicly available doct1ments. The language in the repo1ts has been 

ro1 documented (V,etoria and Pnekett). We feel the refo1enees p1ovided in the repor1 edited to reflee1 1hat there is some da1a which sugi,,,cst that water ela11ty 
do not support the eonclus,ons of theconsultanl in this 1cgard, a11d theiefore be may affecl loon foraging efficiency, and that this paramete1 should be 
1eeonsideied. i,1 the rcp<,m 1urbidity is 1efe1en<:ed under "Water Quality"' in the considered to some degree when a:;sessing the overnll potential habitat 
following manne1, suitability. 

"Loons are v,sual hunters: 1herefore, clear wate1 is crucial for efficient 
fo1aging. A Mieh,gan study (Gosiomski and Evers 1998) documented 
that t,me spent for foraging adul1s in tu1bid water was significantly 
greater 1han in clear water. Barr (1996) documented that secchi disk 
rcadmgs of 1.5m ()f less alte1 loons foraging behavior. A study of total 
suspmded rnlids in Seney Natio11al Wildlife Refuge, Michigan, 
documented a prefeienee by breeding loon pam; for lakes that have less 
than 28 Nephel()me1rie Turbidity Umts (NTU), while lakes over that 
level were not used for nesting pu1poses (Evers 2004)."' 

Tl1e hers (2004) p,aper ci1ed above employed 1mpublished data from a study ofwatei 
quality parameters at Seney Na1ional Refuge (E.J. Collier 2003). The tu1bidity 
"threshold" provided as a limi1 to loon nesting in this study was based on a sample of 
only 3 unoccupied refuge pools (lakes) d11r1ng a single breeding season (1995). It 
should bt noted that these 1hree pools p1ovided the highest turbidity values recorded on 
the 1efuge during an ensuing eigh1-yea1 sampling period. Owing to this extremely 
hm,te<l sample size, and to 1he subsequently lower turbidity values which have not 
allnwed for furthei a,sessment, we do 11ot believe that the cited reference lends valid 
supp()rt to 1he 1epon's arg\1ment co11ecmmg poss,ble complications from excess 
tmbidi"' 
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Citing ano1her M,Chigan study (Go,;1on1.ski an·;n=:·;ers 1998) the excerpted pa1agraph The statement "time sp<ml for foraging adults in turbid waief~~as 
s1a1e~ that '·time spcn1 for foraging adults m 1url:tid water was s,gnificantly g1catcr that significantly greater 1han in clear water" is a verbatim summary by one of 
in clear water·· We do not agree with this in1erpretation. G0&tomski and Evers the cited a11thors ma laier publication (!'.vcrs 2004). The remaining 
themselves stale in 1heir paper that t1mc•hudget comparisons between lsle Roya le {clea1 information in this paragraph is accurate. The language in the reports has 
water) and Sc11ey (turbid water) loons ··could only be speculat1vc·· because of been edited to reflect that there is some data which suggest that water 
diffen.mces i11 sample ,;izes which precluded sta!i,tical compansons. Furthermore, the clarity may affect loon foraging efficiency, and tha1 this parameter should 
authors provide no actual data on wa1erquality (Seney pools are dcscnbed as be considered to some degree when a»essing the overall poten1ial habitat 
"generally stai11ed due to the inputs of tannins"), and merely specula1c that the possible suitability. 
differences m foraging rates between the sites may originate from visible difference in 
Wa!Nclarity and prey base. The report has been revised to remove any conclusions indicating that 

turbidit" mav preclude potential loon nestin~. 
The final reference within the report pertaining to turbidity .... Barr (1986)- does UPPCO believes 1he commenting party ha> mischarac1eri2ed statements 
provide data in support ofa visib1lity•related parameter operating as a potential limiting in the Pricke1t report. The report has been revised to clarify the issue. 
factor for l0011 occupancy: Lakes with Secchi disc water clarity of less than J .5 meters 
had lower occupancy levels {3 l •35%) that their more transparent counterparts 
(78093%). While Victoria's clarity (0.9 m) falls below this threshold, Prickett's value 
( 1.85ml does not: the report's con1en1ion that the latter is approaching "1he point at 
which foraging is hindered"' therefore seems both inaccurate (Barr's limit refers to 
occ11pancy, not foraging capacity) and unjustifiable alarmist. Additionally, in the same 
paper Barr found an associate between fluctuating high water le~cls and increased 
tuibidity. In view of this finding we disagree with the conclusion in the a&sessmcnt 
repor1 that "given the degree of turbidity observed on Victoria, and the res11ltant 
extreme likelihood tha1 loons will not nes1 here, waler level regimes and thei1 poten1ial 
effect:; on nest in~ loon:; are ,;omewhat moot." 
In light of the revelations, we suggest that UPPCO's consultanls establish a far more UPPCO believes, the commenting party has mischaracterized statements 
robust and defensible assemblage of peer-reviewed st11dies before including turbidity as in the reporl. The report does not state turbidity is a "possible mitigating 
a pM~ible mitigating factor for loon occupancy on reservoirs such as Vietona and factor for loon occupancy", as Slated by the commenting party. The 
Prickett. We would also suggest including a discussion of how turbidity levels might report cites it as a possible /imiling factor. 
be expected to cliange in response to the updated water management regulations 
contained withm the new license agreement Published, peer•revicwed literature to date supports the possibility that 

turbidity may be a limi1ing fac1<;,r to o~erall habitat quality and resultant 
occupancy rates. The data cited lias been upheld as part oft he breeding 
season habital requirements listed within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for the Common 
Loon (Gavia immer) 1n North America (Evers 2004). Given the scope of 
these as:,essmenK and the darified language within the reports, we feel 
that such a discussion is not necessary. 

Beyond the report·s treatment of water clarity, we also were given pause by this As identified in the agency-reviewed scope of work, the objective of the 
repeated quotation in suppor1 of the likelihood that there may not be enougl1 loons to assessments was to map and evaluate potential nesting habitat, not to 
occupy resc1vo1rs in Michigan: "The Michigan DNR states that only 50 percent of assess loon ab11ndance or use. General population infonnation was sought 
•highly sui1able· breeding lakes {for common loons) are currently being used in the only to get a basic idea of loon abundance throughout the Upper 
northern 2/3 of1he State ofMicl1igan {Michigan Dt\R. 2006)". As 1he reference I Peninsula. Si11ce no technical a~~essments were to be based on this 
denvcs from a srnte website tha1 p1ovides only general informa1ion on loons - with no information, more extensive population data (Ottawa Na1ional Forcs1 's 
attached dam o!!c.seec,fic regional ponulations, nor an" definition of what coostitutes a loon occunancv database . wh,ch ,snot publ1clv aecessihle nor offered 
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"h,ghly sunable" breeding like - it seems mapproprrnte to the standards ofa technical 
rcporl. The Michigan DJ\iR's own Loon Recovery Plan (1992) h1ghl1ghted the 
drnmatic disparity in occupancy rates between different regions of northern Michigan, 
and 1dcm1ficd the we,tcm Upµ,:r Pcnin&ula (where three of the four surveyed reservoirs 
reside) as an area of comparatively high loon densi1ies. Our own extensive survey 
work throughout the Onawa National Forest suggcs11ha1 occupancy rates on lakes and 
reservoirs with viable nesting habitat runs far higher than 50%: we would recommend 
that UPPCO consultants access the Onawa National Forest's loon occupancy database 
in G!S format - which was developed in partnersh,p with Cornmon Coast Research & 
Conservation - to detem,ine more accurately occupancy rates m the areas surrounding 

1hrough consultah<ln ,;,;th th·;, USDA FSJ was not sought beyond that 
which is publicly available. 

L __________________ 0 t.~~Q.9!l4 Fall_,, Victoria and Prickett imr?undments. 
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UPPCO Response to Comments on 
Assessment of !11~ R~creation, Wildlife, Loon, and Aesthetic Rcwurccs oft he Bond Falls, Boney Falb, Victoria, Prickett. Cataract, and Au Train Impoundments 

Mnrch, 2007 

Cornrncntin2 Enthv (""omrncnts IJPPCO/EPRO Resnouse 
The Bond Falls Landowner, have many concerns regarding the recent assessments done on the Comment noted. 

U11da S, Reill .,ix U.O. flowages affected by the UPPCO/WPS!Naterra Land Sales. We haw studied the 
August 27, 2006 assessments for Victoria, Pricke!!, and Bond Flowages done by EPRO Engineering & 

Environmental Consulting and haw l],e follow,ng eomme11ts and eone<:ms: We quesiion 1he 
real purpose of 1he s1udy as it appears to he nothing more than an attempt to justify the proposed 
campground reorganizaiion plans, the proposed residential development and plans for private 
sboreline stn1e1ure,s like PRIVATE DOCKS for the exnress use Qfthe new lot owner,. 
When we all purchased <lur properties, we realized that we are NOT purchasing "lakefront" or Comment noted. 
"1<horeline" properties, and hence we had no '"exclusive rights of use" to the shoreline, as FERC 
License dictates that is it to be managed for the benefit oft he public. Anything happening on the 
project lands is s11ppnsed 10 "pro1ee1 and enhance 1he scenic, recreational, and environmental 
values nf1he proiecl'', and be for the benefit of the "ublic. 
(liven tha1 the study was conducted during such a short period oft1me. during only a several We disagree. Assessments were conducted on 27 days over a 
week per,od in the late spri11g.'early summer, we bd1eve that it is inadequate and docs not five-month period. 
represent an aecurnte pietme of these flnwages. At this early time m the season, many species of 
llora and fauna were not emergent at that time. These sn1dies cannot q11alify in any sense nftl1e 
,mag111at1011 as a comprehensive EIS of any kind. Such a short ··snap•shot" cannot possible be 
C()mple1e as ii d\1e;, nn1 take mtn aceounl any yearly or seasonal variations and we believe many 
wildl,fe snecies were over looked, missed al1o~ether, miscounted, and i2nored. 
The in\"as,ve spec,es known as Rusty Crayfish was not even noted in summary for Bond falls See response ID 72. 
Flowage. As Bond Falls Landown~rs we liave doe11ments the presence of Rusty Crayfish with 
the resource agencies, and we have noted their prese11ee al Bond for at least the last 20 years. 
TlllS destrnet1ve species is very prominent and we ques1inn how EPRO could overlook or 
d1~co1m1 something so nbvwus and impnrtanl. This makes us question what else has been 
overlooked, nm1t1ed, miscounted, discounted 2~nred. 
We question the methodology used in the study, and whether it can be actually considered As identified in the agency-reviewed scope of work, the 
",·alid" as actual "seient1fie datll" ,·s. what appeal~ 10 be no more than "subjective observations: objective oft he recreation assessments was to review and map 
from a g11ick boo.I ride and walk around to 1ry and dneumcn1 how PUBLIC USE has been so exis1ing recreation facilities within the project boundary. The 
detrimental and ea used so much "cmsinn" on the flnwage. ln1eres1ing 1hat 1he E!PRO reports bave O\len revised to remove all references to probable 
assessment eredil~ very li1!le to the fluetua1ing water levels ea used by the inherent way 1hat causes of erosion. 
UPPCO/WPS manages this h;tdro eroject. 
We believe more weight sho11ld have been given to the historical fact that UPPCO/WPS WAfer level fluctuations within the impoundments are approved 
fluctuates the water levels greatly and we q11est10n why the EPRO surveys for the most part license conditions of the respective fERC licenses. The 
overlook and minimize tllis foe1. approved scopes ofwnrk never contemplated modifying exis1ing 

waler level license conditions. 
A v,sual observaiion of certain sites and then a subjective assumptwn s11eh as the probable See response JD 20. 
causes of erosion ,snot very seirntific and tells you nothing about how many people actually use 
each site. Interestingly enough none of the notes m the survey el11ded to deer or other wildlife 
nnd pathways they make to the water which ean also cause "enmpaetinn" and "ernswn" or 
··sed,mentat1oii"' of the sites. 
A more seienlifie assessmen1 would have included a look at the campground Ing records of the As identified in the ageney•reviewed scope of work, the 
actual u;;age. It is our nbserva1ion thai mns1 campers are conscientious and cause very lii!le objective nfthc recreation assessments was to review and map 
llll act. cxis1inP recreation facilities within the "roieet bounda~, not to ,,,_ , .. , - - ·-···--· 
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Asse,srncnt of the Recn-ation. W!ldlifo, Loon, and Aesthetic Resources of the Bond Falls, Boney Falls, Vktoria, Prickett, Cataract, and Au Train Impoundments 
March, 2007 

,----------------
review and dQCument campground usage. 

.. 
Let; ;ee some, ",cal", "au1he11(1c" data, not youi qualitative analysis which amount to nothing The methodologies to review and map existing recreation 
more than subjective pen,onal opinions on the part oft he E/PRO surveyrm,. With the facilities within the project b<lundary we1e reviewed and 
methodology used, there was a great chance things could be missed andior omitted with the approved by the state and federal agencies com,ulted with fo1 
claim 1he "We we1cn't lookin~ fo1 that." We demand to ;cc uantitative scientific data! rnana inn recreation resou1ces. 
When we questioned the methodology u;ed 1ega1dmg "Aesthetic Value,~ with UPPCO and Since that time numerous users have been interviewed. Th, 
EPRO at the PUBLIC MEETINGS, we we1e told that nei1her of you had ANY plans to actually repolts have been revised to include this infonnation. 
survey or poll or question any of the "ACTUAL USERS" of these flowages, to ;ee which 

1 atuibu_t_es thev value! 
If you REALLY wanted to know v.,ho uses and values the.se flow ages and why, you could hnve See respon;c ID 180. 
very easily re.sea,d1ed your data and sui.·eyed ca111pe1s, vbitors to the State Park and Falls, and 
even v1snon, who used the day- use area especially on bt1;y weekends and holidays like 1his past 
July 4, when 1hc flow age was at peak with hundreds of u;ers present for you to poll. Why did 
you not do thi,·9 It appears that no data was used from campg1ound logs regarding campg1ound 
usage by site. This would have give a more accuiate idea of who uses these campsites, which 
sites are the most popular and why. and which ones ;ubsequently get the rnool use and have the 
most "ae.sthrnc value"" to 1he public. We believe your data is flawed, incomplete and 
un.scient,fic. 
We believe the ~;ses,111ent; for these flow age:; should include the envuonmental impact, oft he See re:;pon;e ID l 
proposed residential dcvelopme,,ts and proposed plans for "non-project u,e of project lands" 
which doe:; not appear to be compliant wi1h 1he FERC License. We u1ge FERC to fo1ee UPPCO 
10 follow the section 5.4 lrnndbook process and init,a1e a new and comp1ehcn;ive envi1onmental 
1mpac1 s1udy that accounts fo1 seasonal vari,it,ons in the flora and fauna, 1ec1eational u,e~, 

... :0.1.ues and the impact of the prop()sed no_i:i-pro1ec1 use of~ro·ect lands. 
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March, 2007 

CommentinJl Enthv Comment UPPCO/EPRO Rc-;;:;;;nse 
The Alger County Fish and Game Alliance has read thru comments Comment noted. 

Doug Scheuneman made by the Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition to your company 
September S, 2006 and FERC on August 28, 2006 rega1ding tlie Environmental Baseline 

Assessments conducted by EPRO Consulting on your finn's behalf 
Our organization is e.,trcmely concerned that these studies were too 
superficial and lacked the n«essary intensity to p1ovide the type of 
infoITT1at1on tha1 will be necessary for lifelong d«isions to be made 
regarding non-proj«t u.~e of project lands. Although we certainly 
ag1ee tha1 your firm should be able to see your non•project lands, we 
are ve1y concerned that whatever you ask to do within the project 
boundaries will have a negative effect on all current recreational users 
of the proJCCI lands. from l1e1e fo1ward all ofmy comments will be 
1estr1cted to the Au Train Basin Hydio site (#10856): The study of the 
All Tram Basin was too bioad for this large fl"wage, it only skimmed 
the smfoce. The time period oftlie EPRO work was not only shotl in 
durnt1on but was taken at a period when ··noffilal" 1ecreation use was al 
a minimum compared to other months. While the1e we1e some 
fisbeffilen and a few campers, peak use of the campgrounds does not 
occur until after the first "f Julv. 
Perhaj,1i the most significant use of sho1eline (project) land areas, along See response JD I 
this 1mpo11ndment, is waterfowl htmting and bird watching during the 
fall migration. From Sept. I through 1he first two weeks of November 
use of project lands, on both sides of this flow age, peaks. Other 
1mpo1tant recreational uses of project lands such as s1ghtseemg, hiking, 
and canoeing 01 kayaking occur mainly from spring thru fall. 
However, there is some winter ice fishing and snowmobiling. All of 
these could be negatively impacted by non-project lands and nothing 
was cove1ed in the FPRO studv to address this iss11e. 
The problem this year in the Basin fo1 1rying to study recreation use in Comment noted. 
all seasons, is that the present diastic "drawdown", for whatever 
reason, Im.~ altered and even eliminated a lot of the "normal" 
recreational use of the 1mnoundment. 
We suggest that additional studies be set up for next year, ifnoffilal Comment noted. 
water levels peITTlit, to measure tbe current recreational use of the 
Basin. Then perhaps intelligent decisions can be made regarding the 
real impact that non-p1ojec1 uses of project lands of this flowage will 
have on all recreational users. Then, and only then, can a sound SMP 
be wri1ten fo1 the Au Train Basin. A plan that will insure any 
shoreline development occurring within project boundaries be 
consistent with the requirements and purposes oft he federal License 
thal IS in »lace for this !-lvd10 sile. 
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Wolfe Janet 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

webcommentform@uppac.com 
SUnday, April 15, 2007 1:15 PM 
Wolfe, Janet; atwarren@jamadots.com 
UPPCO Shoreline Management Plan Comments 

This E-mail contains comments regarding Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, 10856, 10854 

Registration? 
Name? Karin J\ndrua 
Address? 13888 Cemetery Road 
City? Bruce Crossing, MI 49912 
Stat1;1? 
Zip code? 
E~mail? bambam4@jamadots.com 
Phone Number? (906) 827-3489 
Post Comments on web site? yes 

Comments? I grew up camping on Bond Lake, so did my children. It is a tragedy that the 
next generations of my family will have to miss out on this experience, Bond will never be 
the same again because of greed and lies. Let the buck$ stop here ... NO DOCKS, I like Bond 
just the way it is ... , ...... . 

Wolfe, Janet 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

webcommentfmm@uppac,com 
Sunday, Apr~ 15, 2007 2:39 PM 
Wolfe, Janet; alwarren@Jamadots.com 
UPPCO Shoreline Management Plan Comments 

This E-mail contains comments regarding Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, 10856, 10854 

Registration? 
Name? Wade F'leming 
Address? l3888 Cemetery Road 
City? Bruce Crossing, MI, 49912 
State'! 
Zip code? 
E-mail? wadefleming@hotmail.com 
Phone Number? 906-235-0666 
Post Comments on web site? yes 

Comments? NO DOCKS, NO WALK WAYS, NO LIGHTED PATHS, ! like Bond just the way it isl I 
liked the dispersed campsites ....... don't care much for the new and improved, 

l 
I 
' 

i 
L 
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Wolfe Janet 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject 

webcommentfonn@uppac.com 
Sunday, April 15, 2007 7c29 PM 
Wolfe, Janet; alwarren@jamadots.com 
UPPCO Shorebne Management Plan Comments 

This B-mail contains comments regarding Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, 10856, 10854 

Registration? 
Name? Kelly Niemi 
Address? 1111 Palmer 
City? Miles City 
State? MT 
Zip code? 59301 
E-mail? kniemiamidrivers.com 
Phone Number? 406-234-8084 
Post Comments on web site? yes 

COl'l'ltlente? Bond Lake will never be the same after development. 
serenity? Docks and lighted pathways will take away the last 
this haven held . 

Wolfe Janet 

From·. 
Sent; 
To·, 
Subject; 

webcommentform@uppac.com 
Monday, April 16, 2007 12:04 AM 
Wolfe, Janet; alvvarren@Jamadots.com 
UPPCO Shoreline Management Plan Comments 

can we preserve some 
of any remaining serenity 

This E-mail contains comments regarding Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, l.0856, 10854 

Registration? 
Na.me? Teresa Davis 
Address? 5755 Antilles Or. 
City? Sarasota 
State? FL 
Zip code-:> 34231 
E~rnail? keysuroland.taol com 
Phone Number? 941-894-0909 
Post Comments an web site? yes 

Comments? To whom this may concern•, I am agains the development of Bankd Falls, The docks 
and lights the prospective buyers want to put in will ruin the lake for the rest of the 
users. Although from what I understand you don't really care about the people thave 
raised their families on the lake Me being one of thousands, 

' I 
i 
! 



'nofficial FERG-Generated PDF of 20071205-0142 Received by FERC OSEC 11/29/2007 in Docketff: P-lU~bb-UUU 

j 

Wolfe Janet 
From: 
Sent; 
To: 

webcommentform@uppac.com 
Tuesday, April 17. 200710:14AM 
Wotfe, Janet; alwarren@:lamadots com 
UPPCO Shoreline Management Pian Comments Subject: 

This B~mail contains con:ments regarding Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, 10856, 10854 
Registration? 
NM!e? Jon and Norma Miller 
Address? 14715 us 4S 
City? Bruce crossing MI 49912 State? ' 
Zip code? 
B~mail 1 bambamt.tjamadots .com 
Phone Number? 906 827 3558 
Post Comments on web site? yes 
cownents? We like Bond Lake the way it i This ones in the 1 insu1 s. 11ALKWJ\YS .•... ~r pen a. Traverse City is a 

Wolfe1 Janet 

From: 
Sent: 

area will not benefit from lakes 
jungle, NO DOCKS, NO LIGHTS, NO 

To: 
Subject; 

webcommentform@uppac.com 
Thursday, April 19, 2007 11:56 AM 
Wolfe, Janet; atwarren@jamadots.com UPPCO Shorefme Management Plan Comments 

This E-mail contains comments regarding Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, 10856, 10854 

Regist ra.t ion? 
N~? wade Fleming 
Address? 13888 cemetery Road city? B~uce Crossing,MI,499112 
state? 
Zip code? 
E·mail? wadefleming@hotmail.com 
Phone Number? 235-0666 

like tbe 

Post comments on web site? yes 
corornents? Bond should be left the way it is1 There shouldn't be any houses, docks, paths! BY putting four hundred some houses on Bond, will destroy the lake for everyonet Do you really think this will bring business to the area will it might bring some but, most of those people would probably much rather to go shopping in Eagle River! Most of them will probably go eat in Land '0' Lakes! 
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Wolfe Janet 

From: -To: 
Subjoct: 

WE!bcotnmendotm@upoac.c:om 
-. Apt 23, 2007 10:33NA Wclfe,Janel; _,..,,....__ 
UPPCO Shorellne ManagementPfanCommada 

Thia B~Nil oon.taina ~ta regarding Project.• 1164, 2402~ 2506, 10156, toss, 

Ragiatrationf 
Nute'i' L. Urain 

6 Cl~t•r Court 
Cit.y? Lake Burich 
St&tt,? J:L 
Zip oodi9? 6000 
B-mail? lur•inMtlaueena,can 
Phone trwllber? 
Poat on Wb •ie.? no 

Omnentd I find the propoeed dock plan for 110a:W Palla to be totally u:naceeptabl•, Tba 
idea of 424 boat. allpa cm 1-Uld that auppcMed. to k anaged for tlw public is DOC ay 
tdoa of -.nag.I.Ag the land for t!Mla pw)lic. !for ia baviDg bQua rittging the, lake~ 
the. land fer tbe -pu!,11,c. Jlor !• tuming cu;>ing into camping vith you-
neighbot: rig:bt next to you managing 1411d tor the public. In f•ct, the.re ia no part of 
your plan that take& anyoo••• inte~t& illto account e:x:c.pt: tor tfPPCO'e, 

Wolfe Janet 
from; -To: 
Subject 

wreboommattform@uppac,com 
s.urday, April 28. 2007 10:21 PM 
Wolfa. Janet atwarren@jamedots,eom 
UPPCO Shoreline Management Plan Comments 

Thia E-ll'lail eontaina comments regarding Projects 18i4, 24G2, 2506, 10856, 10854 
Regii.,t.c-ation? 
if.la.me? Wade Pleiaing 
Addr~a$? llS&& Cemetery Road 
Cit.)-•? Bruce cnia111ing,M:t,499l3 
State? 
Zip, ;:;o,i(•;' 
f>ina ,; 1? wadt"!fleming@botmail ,com 
i'hon<?i Ni~r? 9Q6-235~06G6 
Poat CC>mnents on Wf>.b $ite? ye~ 

Ccmmen:s? NO docks,no pat.ha, no lights 

• 
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Thi• B~ma.il eont.a.J.u ecaaent• ~Ulf P.Ecjtcts 1864, 2402, :t506, 1085'6~ 10854 

Reghtrat1.on? 
Hara$? "DUTim, Yinik 
Joddreas? 2405- Cri11wiall 'Blvd 
City? Beloit 
State? wt 
ttp code? 53511 
a~..uu darranyi""1achut.er.net 
Pbone :NullllMtt? 608-295~9]11 
POB:t. ConM'.mte: on -.b •iu,-, y-.e: 

C<l •f'~a? J:/lfe bave •w it tiM Md tiJla q:ain. The bQttaa 1:iae- h fDPmlY· As lcz:ag u 
"they• can bm:l a profit~ tsa•t atJ.'f 1D&t. bffiPII,.. to. tM hmdampe, w:Udll!a, 
or 1Mlhllity of thia l.&n,. or aay QtbN- l.ab/pccpN"t.Y like.it., 'IQf will Q00duct. tn~. 
-Md jutily any ....i,........,.-3 ~. but tt.. bot.toea liDI-. J.e -t.:M .,.Ut.y of the laM: 
will nHv ao ~ts ..e.t tur aq or t.e«. You CIUl ....- - or -priatiae 
~linM hack CIGOilii ,.,..,._ di!f in. 11'41 an tM ca1y thGtt to protect 
Ollr1Mlvu, tzon Ollff-1.'VU~ it craaa to w. --- ~-nu.d to beliWft that 
-.king' 1l0lley by el-.rtng and cutting Motbu Buth U • goc:,d tblnf, • gac,d. 'idea, a good 
bl.la!.neaa vat.ure. BiJ)Olt IIIOOAIY 1• the 4r1viog torce, it i• neu ispoNible to get an 
MeriCM; bG#i.:aoQ ..., to l'1fVU#O ld• wy of thinking DIIQ. it cc.ee, to W• toPic. '1'be:y 

beliMe the IIIU'th ia .b&N: to bow down to thM.. Dm'i1'9 t:.heU won:tag liwa they 
(cacat:ruc1tian 0c-.,at.1:h1i11~ tu,! .. t•t• ~•-• etc) vil1 Uy to ..ic.- aa llll1Ch u po11aiole 
off our planet. to prov1da for their om need# and dedu.~ and it geu, justified as •gQOd 

devel~t oppurtuai'ty•. Whan doell it •top? 

Hame: Kr. James A Pi•tJ.la 
Company NAmat 
Addr~•s1 8890 Della drive 
City: Woodrutf 
8~ate, W.1 
Z1p Cod<ei .!H568 

E-mail Addt:ea:.s? j.ill.-pietil~l.atate.wi.ue UQme Phone-: (11.5) lH-7076 Work l?l\ont\( {71S) 
271-:.nti-6 Call Phone: O . 

Contact By: Email 

COflln".ento: ~ts regarding doeka •t 
Bond !"al.la flowag-e. Plea-, no doc-kstl) 

I 
i 
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From: -To: 
Sul,j«:t: 

~.-Friday, May11, 2007 8:45 AM 
Watte, Janet; alwarrenOJamadotl.com 
UPPCO Sllonlllne ~--~ 

'l'bie B~aail contain• COffll'lellt8 regarding Project• 1864, 2402, 250&, l0i56, 10854 

Regietration? project 1864 
Name? Br.ti: S.ut.uaaki 
~? 20-065 Silver Creek Terrace 
City? Aabburn 
St«te? VA 
Zip~? 20147 
B-mail? bhautarMAIUm.eb.edu 
Phone Rullber? 734-109-1738 
Poat ec:-nu on web aite? yen 

Coallent8? As a major landowner/taxpa}'U' in both l'.l'tUior , Haight townahipa, r am adamantly 
oppoaed to any de"lopment on project land.a u by the UPPCO SMP. It iel: in 
obvioue conflict v-itb the provision.- of the PIRC l:lca.Mi agreeaent and poeea a. significant 
danger to a federally protected waUrahed and eeoeyat•. At a minil'IJUIII, an independent, 
biolcgically-aoumt, envi:rorimental study ebould be D&ndated be.fo~a any cons.idar&.tiOD. 
bo given. Pleaee - •do the right thing•. 
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Wolfe, Janet 1 ===:;;;..----------------------) 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
s.,~ 

webcommentform@uPPac.com 
Monday, May 14, 2007 10:17 AM 
Wolfe, Janet: ~.com 
UPPCO s-... Mtvlogoment Plan COmmenls 

This E-mail contairts comments regarding Projects 1864, 2402~ 2506, 10856, 10854 

Rcgist-rat:i<m? 
Nhme? Jennifer Tym.inaki 
Address? 9118 Seffiin¢le 
City? Fedford Township 
St.ace? MI 
Zip cede? 48239 
£-mail? j~ntym.inski@hotmail.com 
Phone Number? 313•715-8845 
Post Comment$ on web site? yes 

Co=m.~nts? Questions: 
ts the ULo!\P th.at showa the lots at Bond Falls & posted to the uppac webei~e accuc&te? 

!f yes, why w,un • t it made a.-vai.lahl• to tile public bY UPPCO? 

Why haven't we sun the development plans for the othe-r flovag&4 where land haD been so, 
ta Naterra? 

!f thia lM.P ia not 4eeurat&, wh~n will OP?CO rele~se th~ preliminary d~v~lv~nt plans 
the lakee wh~re land ha$ bee~ sold? 

Whvther o:- not the- map i$ accurate, we all know the 16.nd w.111 be d~veloped.. Why '1111,'!ln't 
the impact the ?roposed developillent And privat~ us@$ of the proj~ct landE will have on 
Wdte~ quality been addressed in the draft Shoreline Management Plan, 

Ev?n though 1uw&.:al r.if the laices flow into xivers dea.i.gnated under tt,e w1.:.J & Sc2:nc 
?.ivers Act, the Di:aft SMP indicated tha~ no sp.eci,iil. studit!:$ 1.~rc pltir·.r.e-d b1i:clucie th"' 
fh,;;ag<'S are not de:!dgMt>!,d ':'his- appiear~ to b(t :;.,n conflict with th,c W::..}d -~ See'.');,:;:' R\V• 
Act i. I bei1-t:ve the issue ct: wat.e:- qua.Cit,.y as it: p~rt:alns t::0< these ::i?F.Jr<: '.l'cJS~, ~-"/. 
"qc,::i;:,,;:,<Hi, 

'/Thi;,){ \'OU 
.;,;ic~1i!~r Tymin~kl 
:' ,,~;;.ym1rii-, ki@hotmail, con 
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Wolfe, Janet 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subj-

-~"""' Monday, May 14, 2fJ<T7 1:1~ PM 
Wctle,Janol;~com 
UPPCO Shoreline Ua\agemant Plan Comments 

Thi$ E-mail contains conments re9arding Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, iOS56, 10854 

Regietr.a~ion'? 
Name? FA~ie Alvord 
Address? PO Sex ~15 
C1.ty? Houghton 
St.ate? MI 
Zip code1 49931 
E-!!3b.U1 k~lvord@?1lyvine.com 
?hone Number? 906-482-4364 
?est oo web site1 no 

Cammencs1 I STRONGLY OPPOSE CO!il'STlWC'l'ION OY DOCKS as ptoposed by C~~r Peninsula Pwer 
Company at Priclcett Lake, \tictor:ia., Au 'I':ca..in, Cat,nact, Boney !!'alla, an.ct Bond Falls ~iti 
J\ ful:.. and ade-quate environmental impact report should b,e requh:ed cf cJ"FCO in this 
l!Ultte::- • 
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.~!.!,¥.,,, 
Front: -
Sent roo 
8ubjecl! 

Thi$ E-N.il eonulns cOll'ments r~•rd:inq ProjeQte 1864, 2402, 2506, 10656, 10854 

RegL•traU.on? 
» .... ? 0.n•n Yi.rek 
Addr~ss? 2405 Cri,~ll Blvd 
C;i.ty1 f)e:loit 
State? trn 
Zip code? 53511 
E~nwail? aar~e'fl.Yitekt~ha:rter.net 
Phone Numbe~i 608-295~9311 
Po~t Co•n111mu Ql) web dti9? :µJ:r 

~nt~? It ia beyond me, how people can d~etroy our l&Jtd~cape~, environrncn~, and our 
•e"1'ti.t:y •ll.- ttrt t.:he. ,love ot aon•y~ Oltoe you •Urt. digging, that.& it, you hav<1: taken 
a:noth:6r pieee ~f OW: nol:thVol>da any forewr. Money COffle.a ar.d gpes, but: what you are 
prop,o:sing is final and permanent.. B<:nf can yeU think tM.t what you are dci:-ig :u. ''good 
bueineos" or a "nice development•. It ie aon,1;y, and th.a.ts all it. evet 1$, it has to be 
No one 1th0 vJ,.sitJ or liv&s in t.bat area wanta this, and if they <lc.tl • t. t.h<:-n who does? ri 
J;NK)pl« who it. :Qlll&UAI the lea.st. to are the ,;;,rws who w-ill dev!!!lopi.nq, and t.1-,os-e people-
just follow tbe,atench ot money. we a~• at a very critical poin~ with our (northwoods) 
envi~rtt, •• veil its tmit entire planet itzelf. If tb&ta.e developm(l!'.t.'.l don't happen, 
then what, someone doesn't get t.htt new Benz t:hey•v• 'be-en eyeir.g. '!'his wb.0le thing stinl 
of q'r .. d. If the:-se 'p.1:ans go through I ho~ thO!Ht r,e:po-nsible ear. i!!.nswer tor the1uelves t, 
our ehildt"flll and tb.&ir chlld.:r-en, MayW th• ~eapon.9:i.ble pari:y can g~v-e t.h= a r.ew car o. 
something i,hin-y, hec:au:fllf!> t.h.ats wh&t all this i:1 about. You a.n! not fool:rng ar.yc-ne. 
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Wolfe, Janet 

From: ChnsGale(cbgU19uP,net) 

Sent, -· May 16, 2!007 10:06 AM 
To: Wolfe, Janet 
Subject: UPPCO lmpoundment s1ea 

Janet: I haVe lived in the UP for nearly 40 yeers. My family has owned property in this area 
for nearly a hundred years. I haVe had the good fortune of being - to have access to the 
various impoundments within an hour or two of-.. I live, to go hiking, camping, fishing. 
boating, and p;enici<ing with my family. The -""" of docks at theee locatlons for the 
benefit of a few, and to the detriment of all, is a bad idea. Removal of stumpe which provide 
sale refuge for fish and olher water-based wildlife is a mistake. 

I understand the temptation to develop these lands in the short run for much needed funding to 
support power generation, but again, this is a bad idee. I am ready to pay for the true cost of 
energy, to keep what we have. ,.,. humans, we are simply the "owners" of the land for a very 
short time. We haVe a reeponsibllity to be good keepers of the land. Think about the 
generations to come, the generations who have benefited to data, and what you w-to leave 
as your own personal legacy. 1 cannot believe that the legacy lhet you, or anyone at UPPCO 
wishes to leave to future generations Is the destruction of the waterfront and wildlife by a few 
who want doci<s and dear boating. Chris . 

~'-G». a..« e-uttlnil, inc. 
"410 Oki Count)' R....i 
CIIIU!D«.111 •99'13: 
~. -.:i.1.11s1 
FAX 90il43'7427e 
-n, ~•~P,IWI. 
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we,Janet 
From: 
Stnl: 
To: 
8u1Jiect: 

Matt Van Grin~ ~-il.~] 
Wednnday, May 16, 200711:3/fAM 
Wolle, Janet . 
CommenlB 011 the St,on,llne ~nlf'llrl 

·•·~ .. , 
Fragmentation of wild area bogins with aeettlingly small scale development, {"!: 

C.011.ectively these individu-a.l devolopment projeets le-a'd to ll'IOXe a.nd more alt.et:ation of ... 
.$U1table habitat. 5hoteline development will have di:amatic i#ip-4Ct$ on wil-d game au.cli (. 
!ish and bird!S, which brings in money to 1oeal ec:onOll\l.es. Shorelines ;11..:z:e im:redib.ly \-' 
produetiv'Ct providing food and shelter for a dtv~ue- array of wildlife iru::luding loons, }' 
vood turtles, eagle.s, and st-utg$on just tO tt.ame a £ew. l S_t;:ongly oppos• oonot.tuct:ion ~. 
docks and all a.ssociaUd d~Velopment propoS"Od· by the Uppez; Po.nintJUlit eower company at .:ti . 
1riekett (f 24.02}, Victoria {t Ie6tl, AU 'rrdn. U 10856}r ·e•u,ract_ {f1085'4}, BoMy Fall\'.· 
(12!!J06) .and Bond' Falls {f 1864) ·sites. P-rOYidi.ng aece•• to. the gen.iu;al public to- <, 
appree1ate such ar:eas is quite different than- eat.ering• to la.t,ge seal• denloperJS., who w..:,J 
potentially rid these, $tea:,, of the very wildlife which attra6t people t.o these place-s •. :,\j 
Environmental Assessment sb.ould be: .r&q!J.1,;ed of UP-i>CO, u r do not b•_lieve the Shorel~;~ 
l4ana.g'ement Plan is enough to enau:r;e that the.ae areas are properly m&naged and prote:ct.ecf;_.,Ji ,·,:it, 

~att Van G~insven 
237 Wright St. Apt. 13 
H•ncock Hlr 49g30 

-~, 
'101 ,q 

More photos, D10re messages, m.::n:e storage-vet 2GB ·with Windows Li1/e Hot:ma.iL ,' 
http! //imagine-windows 1 i ve. com/hot:·mail/? loca.le=en .. us&ocid"-'!'XT _ TAG HM _r:r.iigration_ HM_ mini_ 2( _ _._, 
0507 
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-.Janet 

Prom: Baine Oougorio (1ladoag@up fl8tJ 
s.nt W_, May 19, 2007 5:44 PM 
To: Wolle.Janet 
5-:Plea 

hge I of! 

Pteue COll8tdef leaWlg' Prickett Dam Md 8ond Faltl as is. Jt ii a beauHfui pristine area and it would be nice if I 
eoulcl staylllelway. lyou-ool •tor-galn,oonolderan-whowould not-It Tllanksfor yow-,.,.....__ Elaine~ --L'An&o Bay, 16683 Rd. l'Arnle, Mi -
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Wolfe "-net 
flom: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 

-oui,pec.com 
Wednesday, Mav 18. 2007 7:00 PM 
Wdle,-,___,.._.com 
UPPCO Slaetine Managl!N'l'lltlPran Commantt 

Thia E-mail contaimi caamenta regarding Projeeta 1861, 2402, 2506, 108S6, 10854 

kegbtration? 
Jlaffle? '1'bonlaa Hovel 
Addre.a? '112 crea-ry Court 
City? NCF&rland, WI 535$8 
SC.t:e? 
Sip code? 
E-mail? bMrcub4levtiriZ(m.net 
Pbane l'IUmber? 608•838-3985 
Poet comnents on web site? yes 

CCl!lllenta? Dear Sir/Madam: 

Pliaa&e note my opposition to the devel~t of current UPPCO/WPS property along or near 
the Bond Pal le FlONage. In a time of d-.tng 11MX'9Y ooeu, increa.aed loea of natnral teb 
natural anviornaient due to devel~, and a deel.ine ill the overall quality of vat.er 
:reaourees, it appears that any typical mM1i:beA developtDeD.t rill Ol\ly exacerbate the 
cleat.ruction of the precioua envionuwaDt that ia preaec.t.a by the Bond Falla flowage. 
Mhile m\\ch of the tall• baa betm alr..ady .tlected by hUfll4Jl • • to produce energy, that 
abou.ld not provide any impetus to furt·ber effect the land area. 

In.ateady. I "WOuld suggest, thet it dev'elopa,ent i8 to occur, a small aco-frendly 
devel.opment on a small amount of a~ t:hat could he W)ed ac, l.l mc:,,del for other 
lhrvlil~t, The dewtl.op:aeut couJ.d be accaripliahad in .-ccord. with the iw,_., atandards being 
developed by LlmDS, With fJuch a ~t y0ll eu1 develop a small a.ru, say SO or leas 
aere•, and yet the euvionllN:nt ranaina protectecl and the reaource• remain in • viable long 
laating manner, 
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Wolfe Janet 
From: 

"'""' Toe 
Subject: 

wobcooun~,com 
niu-y, May 17, 2007 <t.20 AM 
Wolle. Janel: ~-,com 
UPPCO Shorellne Mana91ment Plan Comments, 

This E-mail contains eOllll'llCRlt• ::egarding t>roj~cta 1eu., .uo2, 2!06, 10856, 10854 

Regiat:ration? 
Name? J.i.m Tyminski 
Mdreas? 9364 Teoumaeb 
City? Redford Township 
St.ate? MI 
Zip code? 48~3j 
E-mail? :limtymin&JdAhotmail.~ 
Phone Humbex? 313-937-88•! 
Pogt Coll'lnents on 1""'b site? yea 

C~ts? After rnding the Draft Shoreline Managaaeot Pl~> I ant wry upa.t to tlJM that 
you •r• •till planni.tlg for prl.vau light.Ad. docks, pedeauian pat.be and at acme flowagu 
viewing CO=i.dora. I 'belle:ve ,:hue UMff viU del,troy tM &Mthetie qualiHu Of these 
la!wa and projeet lands. Tbe ahorel.ine• .:bould rem.Ul 

Wolfe Janet 

From: 
Sent; 
To: 
Subject: 

weboomm~com 
ThurSday, May 17, 2007 7:11 AM 
WOife, Janet; atwarren@iaffl&dota.com 
uPPCO Shoreline Manegemetlt Plan Commenis 

This E-~.ail ccntaina comments regardin,g Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, 10956, 1oes• 

!l.egi,i,tration? 
Name? 5uzanne Tynlinski 
Addrel':.'l? 9364 Tecumseh 
Ci ly/ ;se<:1:t:ord Township 
St.ate·? ~: 
Z'-P code? 48219 
~~mau ·~ at:ymiruik.i@hot:n1a.il. cooi 
Phone Number? '.").)"93'!-1.1845 
!:'ca:: (:;·c~t:t\(;I':'tti on "'® i,ite'." yes 

Corn:t1entn? ,: ,clr'I opp~ae.d to all private uses of the project l~ds, including l i.J!"lt.,id dD;:k.\i 
ax1d. p&Uts 'fhese paths, while technically "open to the puh.:.:ic~ . _ 
will ii'3d the 1,ew lot. owners private property t.o a private 11.ghted_ dock •' do no'c 
suppo::.·t: a publi!:' t.~ail a.round th-Ii flcW4.ge. I bell.l'fV~ it w::.11 ,:;in.ly ful:'tll.e:- hcagnH:':Ot 
wild:~:te habl.t:<>.t, 
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Woffit Janet 
From: --To: 
SUbjecl: 

webcommentfom1@uppac.com 
Thunldlly, May 17, ;!Q07 6:32AM 
Wolfe, Janet ~Idols.com 
UPPCO Shoreline ._.,,,,,nt 1'1an Comments 

Thia B~taa.U contains eonanenu regarding Projects 1864, 2402, 2506, 10856, 108S4 

Registration? 
llf.alle? Kenneth Kraft 
Address? 41209 Pike River Road 
CJ.ty? Cbasaell 
State? Mr 
Zip code? 49916-9307 
B~mail? kkraftftportup.com. 
Phone Number? 906 523 4748 
Poat Comments on web site? yes 

COlMietl.ts? The decision to QOD$Olidate the publi~ cM1P9rounda was made without public 
input. The elimination of the dispersed campsites and campground r'!deeign should be re-
evaluated as part of the Shoreline Management Plan process. It •hould he a campsite design 
that most benefits the public. 

I wn oppo~ed to any private lighted individual and cluster docks or viewing corridors at 
any of the fl<JW-ages. None of these activities is consistent, with the current license. 

I want the Federal Energy Regulatory Comm.i1u1ion to order new Envi•::·onmental Impact Study 
to asaeea the f~ll impact of this development on the projec~ lands. 
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ilegistration? 
JfAIDtlll? Ra.ya;md DaPra 
Add.re••? P.O. Box 81 
City? IZ"OGwooa 
State? Mr 
Zip cod•? ona 
B~mail? iniloeport.,.p.COCII 
Pbone !ll'Umbet'? 906~932~037• 
Post COnllllll!tnt• on web ait.'I!' yes 

Coaaenta? After t'Mding ti. Draft Shoralinr& Man&gwnt Plan, t a. 1NtrY upset t-o see that 
you are pl+VWirtg for private lighced docks, traib and pedestrian pa.tba at a.U the dx 
t:lowage•. :t do not support the atorage of boats an the projects land or viewing oonidor•. 
I believe these us- vUl deatroy the aesthetic qualitiu of thea• laku and project 
lands. The.ff wsee a.re c()ltlt;i&tcmt with the licenao •inoe t.be intent ot the buffe:i:2-one is to 
protect theae areas. '1'ha llbohfl.UliN ebould nna.i.n wtdi.atu.rbed • 
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I Wolfe Janet 

From: -To: 
Subjecrt! 

weboommentformGuppac.com 
Thunday, May 11, '1007 8:22 AM 
Woffe,JIINt;~.com 
UPPCO Shoreline Management Plaf"I Comment. 

This E-mail con.taitlllll OQl1tll'IIMta r~ding Projects 18-64, 2402¥ 2S06, 10856, 1085-4 

Registration? 
Name? Pat OlejnJ.e:ut.Jt 
Addre:u? 9375 Beech 1>aly 
City? bdfOl;'d Township 
State? Ml 
Zip code? 48139 
E-mail.? poleniek:1960.hotmail, «a 
P,bone ~? 
Post Coafient• on wab eite? yu 

CQOll\ente? I a:a not i.tlpreaeed ,d.tll UPPCD'• increased •~tJ.on ueaa•. It ia ju.at an 
attempt to mitig.ate damage caua.S bf private docks u well u trail• and viewing 
corridora. I cami.ot w:pport private dooka on the project landft. lfava any of the follts 
invo-lved ever stopped oven if tor just a mooum.t to think about the ~•~ti<m of wildlife? 

Wolfe1 Janet 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Janet Wolfe 
eoim:unication~ 
tii'PCC 
po Box i:,o 

Lynettt Potvin {lrpotvin@rntt.1.edu} 
~y. May 17. 20071:17 PM 
WQ!fe,Janet 
Comments. on Shoreine Management Plan 

Mana.ge.r 

Hcughtbn, M! 499]1-0l)O 

I STIWNCLY OPPOSis. CONS':'RtlC'T!ON OF OOC
1 

"",,~s _pr~~~~s!!) Up~~r T:=~~ru;~~j~~~o~r, at 
Pr:..ckett. (Project uc. 2,u12), Victor a ~oJec • , 
Catdract (Project No.108St), Boney Falls No.t8641 sites, Given the 
{?reject No 250'5), and nond Falls (Project 1 Plan an 
complexity ot thia iasue And the limitod scope of the. Shore.ine 1'\rul.111.!Jemell:t. 
envirnr.J!'.ent.al ASaessmenr. should be requit•ed of UPPCO l.r. t.h:u matter 

Sincer~ly. 

:· t..yn,a,t.t.,:,, Po•~vir. 
ii 453{14 su;wri.er r«1 i~ Ho1,1ghtr:,n, Mt •09931 

l __ _.. •h~ cr~ho-1 ,Ji: Forest: R<:!aourc~s ,1.r;d f.nv,ron«.e.nt.al MS candidate Forl'!!'lt. Seo ogy == ,-~agerr.en,,, w'- v 
sci.t":r.c~B M:,chigan Technological ·university 

' l 
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Wolfe, Janet 

.,_ l~-"""'l 
Thuraday, MO\' 17. 2007 7:53 PM 

To: Wolfe, Janet 
-:•AVG-• 

0-Mo.Wolfe: 

Page I ofl 

__ .,. __ fO<lhol!ondFallsdewlopment.Asa-atEwen-TroutC!eek-1 
see lhlo ~ha boon.,_ economy and,...., sc:hool. The tax,..,...... genoraled by lhlo..., tw,lp 
_,,E,TCSchool,but_lho_,1"""'10timoglnelhatlhelandwll_as_to_buyara 

I Thank yau to, your time. 
j 
£ NancyGatta 

i 
§ 
i 
l i ., 

• 

• 

• 

Pagel ofl 

Wolfe, Janet ----------------------------------From, Ela"1e Oougovlto {oladoug@op.ne1J 
Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2007 5:44 PM 
To: Wo.ffe, Janet 
Subject: P!ea 

Pleas.a ctmskler leavlng Prickett Dam and Bond Fails as iS. n is a beautiful pristine area atid it would be nic~ if ii 
could stay that way. tf you must sell it for financial gain, consider an agency who would not develop it. Thanks for 
your consideration- Elaine Dougovrto. East Shofelioo L'Anse Bay, 16683 Baysoore Rd. L'Anse, M! 49946 
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I Wolfe Janet 

""""' -To, 
Sw,Joct 

weboommontfor11 • .,... 'VII 
Friday, Ma)f18, '11Ynl>:22NA 
Walfe. Janet. alwa1•~com UPPCO-~-Ccm-

Thia B-aail conta.ina cmnent:a rep.rding Project. 18£4, 2402, 2506, 10856, 10854 

Regi•traticn? 
Nw? Roseanna t.u:r1l1 
.141Nl .. ? 79H l. 1.2 Mile aoad 
City? Trout Craek 
State? MI 
Zip code? 49967 
B-aail? rl~.edl.1 
Phone R\llllber? (906) 852-3224 
Polilt Coaallenta on web flite? y .. 

~U? The 8MP IINt.iQg beld At- B-'rC school vu the fint UPPCO public meeting that. I 
have •tt-.ded. an4 it ,... vuy d.iaappointing. We u-o __. to haviag public .-eting.s with 
amio kind ot open tcma and tba ny yau COQduct your public ... t!Op a vuy eonti:oll$d.. 
Ohviou,dy, you do not Wlltlt t» hear what th6 pul,Uc bM to ny t~ an open toru111. I 
hsure you - can caoduct OUX'Ml,... H reep::rmd.:ble, cal.a adl)lt.s. Qcre,dh19 that ve write 
out qu,eatitOM on -aU.owiag: you to cl:11:loN which que.st.iooe YoU or which P&rt of 
the qu.estion.a YoU 1- not having: an ~. public _.t.iu!J. It ia .mipulati ve and 
just another way to control Ufo:eaat.ion- a ayrabol of the- low ntg&rd YQ\l. bave for the 
people of tW.• area to l!Ylk• info~, reuonable &ad ratielel&l de-Qiai«ut. 

The SMP report itHlf ifl tuil of •carrot•~" 111hat you think the. people of tbis area would 
respond to. ht. it it tbinp: that ~• like you and pet)ple vho will b$ -purchuing thoae 
lota, urban people, think are tinw idaas. Many of us do 00t feel this way. we like Bond 
Lake u it i• uow, in :Lu !Ultural •tate. The thing• you •rt1 pl&tl.t1i.D:g eb.ingt that uy 
be found on any developed lake, any place in Alafrriea. BOlid t.ake, u it. 1• now, 1• not. 

And, ot course, ewrythillg' t.hat. you a:n p1an:o1ng enbancea ti. am for t.be urban people 
Nat.erra plaru, on enticing up htlre:, aa well ae adding to your $3 ldllion cont.icgepcy f•• 
from Natert"a. It ia reprehensible that you -represent thue plana u •f¢r the locals• when 
they a.re no such thing. 

'tour -i:io1J.b1.ea,peak. i.s also dtm,\eaning. For example, referr.1.ng to g.tOlJPS of docks as •cluster 
docks• is ridicu.lour-we rec09J1i1e a planned marina when we see one. 

H-P!i'D·s enviromnental study is flawed in itajor ueaa. J au.apcct that Mhit..eWa.t-er'a is not. 
Please urge Ra.tuna to release that environment-al n.udy to tbtei public. A reality check is 
::..n order, 
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Wolfe Janet 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subjod: 

-~ Friday, May 18, 'Jim 9'25 !\M 
Wolfe.Janel;--...-com 
UPPCO Shrmllne MIi~ AM COmmenla 

Thia B~'Mil contailla carment• regarding: Project• 1854, 2402, 2506, 10956, 10854 

Regiatr•tion? 
Name? Tim .Kra,,_.. 
Mdrua? 38585 Pa:rk 
City? Clinton ~p. 
St.ate? kt 
lip code? 4803.6 
•-•U 1 kr.a,Ul4!!0C:a7.fflbotJMU. 
l'honellUmber? 
Post carment• on web •ite? yea 

Co.tents? My fallily tor three generuions ba,... enjoye;O the Bond Falle Flowage u &Nia land 
O"lleH and adlld.rere of tba uturai beaut.y it- bolda. "'1 h.the;r started coad.ng her• in tM 
early USO'•• t'.int. huntillg I then vacat:loni'DQ' "1th the- f'ud.ly, eveatully buyil'.lig property 
to insure bi• Child:nc & grandehUtl:ren -.:iuld a1111&y8 n.joy tbia ara, 50W I feel tblt .... 
way s. -., ob.ildrec do too,. we have come to lO'VII tu ._, bAlving eurp6d & viewed t.he talle 
for 15 yea.r,J~ IJOW my 9"""'1l'.ldc:hUd:Nm will N Of t.b.1-W bee8iw scne people wtm~ to 
line their podteU v:tt.h a get-rich-quick 'lid• develCip'IIIIJtl.t. ie going to t:Metroy 
the beauty of a very serene •Ha that peopl• COIN- trom all over tho world to •ee. We need 
to pr.aerve the natural wild 1 amdacape feel of th!• area for future generations to enjoy 
A expe:ri.uce. The !"alls, laka and land tbe l4lke are rare ji!!wela that can oaly 
be found in the tfP Ud Wben that PHCefUl. quality 1a gone it 18 gone, never to be regained 
though dem!lopment. Tbe lillld w;,.s to be Nta1aed !"or ~tiOD. puxpoaes, not intented 
far develop,-ent by a graedy few, win, i.ntend to blmefit frQa. the deetruct.i<:m of the. natural 
landscape, W. hope you will do the ri9hf; t.hi:ng " •top thb aet in deatroying the land & 
inst:-.d keep it as is for future ge:nereticna to C0ffle to enjoy. 
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,._, --~""'1 
- -• Moy 18, 200710:42 AM 
To: --
Subjec,t. SMP OCIUfflf!W'Jta 

Janet Worn, 
r,nmmum- Mmmger 
UPPCO 
POBox 130 
HOll/lbb>n, Ml 4993Ull30 

Deor Ms. Wolfe; 

As• coalition of ci!Wfflll - lbrthe imegrily and quality of the UPPCO-bdd project lands 
surrounding,.,,,,,,;,. IA the U1111« Pc,,iAsula, the Northwood Allilmee would like to expres,, deep 
,,,._,. .--ydevdoped Sbo<oland~ Plan&. We fNl theseplans to be inconsi,t,nt 

with the ,-dBBcrlbed IA the Fl!RC li""""' and llfllM'qllal,Je for m-ining a healthy shoreline Iba! is 
also-to-vepublic,-

Wo>lrol!illY feol lilll-SMP• fail to-lbr ~eavii,,n-1 cbara<leristics of the 
............. l'l,r.._i..the~-no_,,uellOOlnl<liCloiytomaintainulgtheold 

_.. -IYJIOOBll,d lbrbylhe FlillC!iemlO. 
Addillonslly,itlmmiy--aren<>~lop!O!OClbahila!orllNlinisitooofthrootencdor 
and_,.t .special web u Oip19Y or bald eea1e- It ia also widely d-mod that human impacts 
such., clMiiaa ""'1 dodtblliktingaod lholrll!lc that they alloW aclvmllly affi>ct riparian areas and load 
IO erosion. bu ofblodhtni\y, ad~ of ..-quality. 

l'ropcoed ~()llpojeotl8ndtsucb .. docb, boat slip&, and Yicwing...,s;wallting path, for 
privato laodownota will iaovimly impact the potmial fur pul>lic uses of these ,.,,,,rvorr 
shorelines. Hiking palhwayswUl be lmpededo, hl1m,upllld, wild<zneoa CIIOlping opportunities will be 
diminisbod, and fishing - will be -,cu,d. Aside from theseCOllcnete and logistic chang<S, the 
wilderness atmo,pbo,e of the area wUl be <lo,naged by docks, dock ligbls. and cleared corridors. as well 
a., the devclOjllll<!ll proposed on the adjoining non-proj"'1 lands. 

The activities outbned in the SMPs do not appear to frt within the eummt and. in mo:'lt cases, reccntl y 
t'ffleWt'd FERC project licenses.. The license objectives serve to protect and enhaoce the envlrurtmental, 
scenic, and recreational values of project lands. nnd proposed SMP activities on these project hmcl:. 
satisfy none of the above. 'The management plans in no way descri~ how docks. view ,;'.Orrido~. or 
increased traffic are C011$istent with the federal goals for the proJcct lands, 

ln all, we helieve the SMPs for mese tlowag.es as they stand to be inadequate and grossly lnC(lmpliant 
with the intended U$C$ oftbese lands, 

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to comment on these plans, 

Sincerely, 

Jo(" Hovel 
:'l.orthwood Albanc.e 

t:063 Baker l.ake Road 
Conover, wr 54519 
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Wolfe Janet 
From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subjoct: 

Hello Janet, 

David Rulison [~.comj 
Friday, May 18, 2007 8:26 f,M 
Wolfe, Janel 
dams 

I would like to take a few momenta to conmant on tJM)Co•• proposed development of P.ricltett 
Lake and other i.mpouudllleuta in the UP£ 
Straight out, I think it•a a bad idea. I feel like we don•t need any more "developND.t• O'f 
this type a.n)'Vhu:e in the OP, instead .,. need to preaerve and protect more wild placee: • 

• 
be.cause we WW. lee• and leata of this. 
I know, frOlll an economic point of view, it aeea to make sense, to b;_n:ove tax <-:--
create ao.e jobs. etc, but I think thia could be a.chiev-ed witho'Ut changing the peraoii&JJ;ty _ ''<' 
of tht'! area, 

• 

If tha eale of the lots and the, so c•lled., development is inevetable, then why promote 
this action only to a high end, noiay, polluting type market? 
I.ust-.ad, why not market it to cuatomer•e: looking- for a beautiful, quiet., low impact 
setting that it is now, and emphasize the natural cb.aracte.ristic's that currently define· 
it, and vrite in sales agreements that demand it remain that way. 
I feel that your proposals are really out of touch with the current demand for wild pl~ 
in th.is county, and world for that matte.r, and that your .abort sightedness will result it• 
degradation, not itapro-vment, in the ove.nll quality of life for the OP. 
You ne$! not look any further t.han the Grand Traverse area in the LP, to aee what and why 
theoe typea of actions are needed and ne-ceasary, and to sea how pr~eervation and 
development can work hand in hand, to banifit us all. 
Thank you for your time, 
Sincerely, 
Dave Rulison 
hllJtie, Mi 



Unofficial FERC-Generated PDF of 20071205-0142 Received by FERC OSEC 11/29/2007 in Docket#: P-10856-000 

Wotr.,Janet 

- --(ldepu@hobnail-"""1] 
s.nt: Friday, Mey 18, 20071,15 PM 
To: Wore. Janet 

Ms. WOlfe 

Page I of! 

I wculd like to voice my vehement opposition to UPPCO's proposed 
devel<pent of these si tea. r have been fortunate enough to have been 
able to enjoy visiting these sites and their wild and natural beauty 
for many decades and hope for my offspt:ing to be able to do the seme. 

Project Jlo.1864 
Project No. 2402 
Projeat 110.10856 
Project Ro.10854 
Project Ro. 2506 

l<ristin Tepee 
Hough1on,Ml4993! 

(Bond and Victoria) 
(Prickett) 
{Au Train} 
(Cataract) 
(Boney Falls) 

PC 2007 <!limO fur bes W<b IPlliJORWJU!l·r;lDDlug ![mdo,,,, J.ive HQlmail, 
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Wolfe.Janot 

10864, and 2506 

I ua A!ifbtez:illg sy view on OffO:J'• plan to deVelep lighted boat OO'Ck• ilM viewslulde on 

the u,ea ruervoira. Please do not do thia. 'lbM4I laJtff are ~iated for tbaU' 

wil._.a, and to c.hatiQe t:M1r cJw.racur flOllf would pose ha.11:arr:b: tt> vildlite and change the 

spirit of tha pl~. It would alao v101at. the spirit (and p.1trbapa the l•tter ae wel1} 

c,f Y\XU' ori-giMl ag.l'ffmfW.t r~ tbeH propertieo. 

Stle&e allow for t.be couUaued protection of t.beea ph«a. 'J'bank you. 

D.iaae Miller 

Di«ne- MiUer 
th.». candidat. 
Pepal:blent Of 11unwlitiea 
MLObS.g:,wn, 'tecbnol.Ogioal. tJniwr•ity 
1400 Drive 
lfl:::IUght.oa., NI'. -4'931 
(906) 370 1069 

•:tf you. oan•t find the truth where you are, where do you th1nlt you vill find it?"--tha -
Wolfe, Janet 

From: 

"""'' To: 
Subject: 

webcommeritform@1,lppac.oorn 
Wedneooay, May 16, 2007 9:54 AM 
Wolfe, Janet; alwarnm@jamadots.com 

UPPCO Shoreline Management Plan Comments. 

This E:-;:1G1l contau:s com."1l.en"$ regarding Pro;ects li.-i4, 

i(e,g :i. s: S,Hc ! on 7 
N;i1t",4!!? ,Jrtll\i:S A, P!et1-l.~ 

Ad<.\i:ess:> t:;9-Q !)e:la :;,z:v,; 

ZJ..p n:;;;<e? '..·l.:,~t 

~-;:~:. l ~)J:.:·/ ,~ {~ _i .: ~•>1'.'. e. 1q .. ;~ 

'.:'C•_,;~ c~,·!,..,,~ni::s ,,n ;.:-,,I; ~:.,:::ll~ Jf;fi 

P-10856-000--

' ' I 
! 

I 
' 

I 

I 
' 

I 
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• 

-~ Friday, May 18, 2ll07 •:21 PM 
WoWe.JaNt;: air ,c..,._..,oom IJPPCO----·-~ 

Thia ll-alil ~•1u ccnamta regardlng tlfft 2402, 2506, 10856, 1085" 

Registration? .... ,~Dah• 
Acklndla1 P.O. Box 8l 
City? Ironwood 
State? Kt 
Zip code? 4993$ 
B~ma.11? miloaporc.u_p.com. 
l'tu:m. Hunber? J06-932~0374 
Poat cc.r.ecu on web aite? yea 

COIWJ:i.ta? Af-ter read.Ulg tbe Draft Sbonli.De ICam!gtaant.: Plan, r a11 vecy upaet to ... that 
you u• planning- for private ligbt.od docb, traih ad ~ri.an pat.h.lJ at all the •ix 
nowagea. I do not .upport the atong-a of boac. l'Jl4 t)le l)rQjecta la:nd or vietifing oorridon. 
I l,._U.cve t;bieae UM will deistroy U. .... u.uc qa) h:1 u of t.beaa lakee and. project 
landa. 'l'hltae uu are cxauisteat wit.It. tha U~ aJ.nce the in.teat "of the buffusone b to 
protect tlMM areu. The abonliDN llhould. r--.1n UD4l.ftmbed. 

Wolfe Janet 

From: 
Sent 
To: _, pfredendaH [ph}'lllS.fredendalf@finlandi&eduJ 

Thursday, May 11, 2007 10:38 PM 
Woffe. Janet 
lighted docks 

r vould encoul:'"age you to l'1lt-htnJ:. tbe proposed deW:llcp,i,,ents on th$ dam sites ?roject 
Muinbere H164., 14.0.:'2, 10856, t0(!5•t, ar.d 2SC6. 

I 4l'll pa.rt.iculilrly opposed to liqhting areas tJu;,t are not nov lit, Thi:> hs1bit ie advcria,ly 
aff~ct~ as is for lrlO!! the il.10$t precious and least appreciated usot we -iU'.e quickly losin9 
otl. thi.i pen1nsula • ::he rn,1h~ sk:y 

Phyllil'l' ?"rOO@ndall 
93(; Sur,m1,_t t St::,;-t 
Hancock, i,,.r 49'iJG 
9G6~41J~ 9n: 

6c ·1 . ,, ... . "' ~- .. J "'...," ---


